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Helminthophila rubricapilla. 
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Helmintho-phila rubricapilla 

Descriptions of Fir«+ Pi”ma?e of Cer- 
tam Nor tit Am, Bbs. Wm. Bre-wstsr. 

25. Helminthophaga ruficapilla. 

First plumage: female. Remiges, rectrices, etc., as in adult. Two 

conspicuous wing-bands of bright buif. Pileum and nape light ashy, 

tinged with fulvous. Back ashy, just touched with green ; rump bright 

olive-green. Supra-orbital line, ring around eye, and the throat, bright 

buif. Lores, maxillary line, and auriculars pale ashy. Breast and cris- 

snm gamboge-yellow, each feather tipped with whitish, producing a some¬ 

what hoary appearance. Abdomen pale yellow ; sides dull cinnamon, 

with a shade of ashy. From a specimen in my collection taken at Upton, 

Me., August 14, 1873. A full series of specimens illustrates well the 

progressive stages. The fall plumage is very quickly acquired by young 

of this species. 

Bull N, 0.0* 8, April, 1878. p. SI■ 



Lake Umbagog, 

i ^Cc/- In the woods traversed this morning I could find no yew what—J^Co^cl^r- 

(nc.3) ever. It has all been eaten bi) the deer I suppose. In view of its 

apparent total absence I was surprised to note so many Black-throated- 

Blue Warblers. I wonder where they can have their nests. I heard 

them singing in places where there almost no evergreens of any kind. 

One had a peculiar song consisting of two notes only, both on the same 

key—wree-wree I wrote it in my note book# 
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Helminthophil/a celata. 
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Helninthonhila celata. 

. Lake Umbagog, Maine 

1890 At the further end of a cover of poplars and birches 

Sept.26-. growing thinly on a knoll (near Perrin's) I heard a Warbler 

in some alders uttering, at intervals, a chirp which sounded 

at once strange and familiar. By "screening" a few times I 

called it into sufficiently plain view to see that it was 

none of the,species of common occurrence here and at once 

shot it when to my great delight I found that it was an 

Orange-crown, a bird which as far as I know has never before 

been taken in this region. It proved a female in fresh au¬ 

tumn plumage and although hard shot made a very good skir 

/S 



Helminthouhila celata. 

Lake Urabagog, Maine 

On m 1895. ay return as I reached the road I saw a small bird 

Aug. 50. fly into a thicket of viburnum onulus. I made a low screeping 

when the bird at once showed itself, at first peeping out shy¬ 

ly from the foliage but finally hopping out on a nearly leaf¬ 

less branch where it permitted me to look at it for a minute 

or more through my glass from a distance of only six or eight 

paces. It was an Orange-crowned Warbler in full autumn plum-- 

age, apparently a female for it had but little yellow on the 

under parts and that confined to the breast. There was anoth« 

er small Warbler in the same bush which I am practically cer« 

tain was also H,. celata but which I cannot claim to have iden*-< 

t^fied with absolute certainty. Both birds behaved precisely 

alike hopping and flitting from twig to twig in the most ac¬ 

tive manner. Both flirted their wings nervously like Kinglets 

and wagged their tadls slightly but unmistakeably much in the 

manner of the ilashville Warbler. The one which I did not 

fully identify would not show itself fairly but I saw enough 

of it to feel really sure that it was the same as the other. 

Both birds were wholly silent 
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He 1 minthor>hi 1 a celata , • 

Lake Umbagog. 
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1898. 

Sept.2. 

/C. About fifty Warblers spent tile forenoon on the Point 

keeping lower down than usual and feeding busily among the 

biroh.es and alders along the shore. I looked them over very 

carefully and found among them a young (?) male Helmin thophila 

celata and a female Dendroica tigrina, both in full autumn 

plumage. 
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Ono hoard a few miles above loth;]., 
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Helminthophila peregrina. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1880, 
May 20. Mui’ibors hot,/oon tho darn and B Meadows on Canbrid^o 

River. 

1081. 
May 28, A lnal® 8lR f* a * ' ' a >lac«; the only on , 

soon tills year. 
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C oixrp s o t h 1 yj) i s ainericana usneae. 

DESCRIPTIONS OF A NEW WARBLER AND A NEW 

SONG SPARROW. 

Auk, XIII, Jan. , 1896, 9/*-9*, 
BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. 

On examining the large series of Parula Warblers contained in 

the United States National Museum and in my own collection — 

in all upwards of two hundred specimens — I find that the birds 

which breed in the lowlands of our Southern States differ so 

appreciably from those which pass their summers at the North 

as to make it desirable to separate the two subspecifically. The 

southern form has first claim to the name americana, for Catesby’s 

excellent plate and description of “Parus fringillaris” (Nat. 

Hist. Car., etc. I, 1731, p. 64), on which Linnaeus based his 

Parus americanus (Sys. Nat., I, 1758, p. 190), were unmistakably 

taken from a southern bird. As no one of the other names 

which have been applied to the species at large seems to be 

clearly available for the northern form,11 propose to call the latter 

Compsothlypis americana usneae,2 new subspecies. North¬ 

ern Parula Warbler. 

Type, $ ad., No. 5392, Collection of W. Brewster, Lake Umbagog, 

Maine, May 14, 1881; W. Brewster. 

1 Ficedula ludoviciana Briss. (Orn. Ill, 1760, p. 500, pi. 26), Motacilla ludovi- 

ciana Gmel. (Sys. Nat. I, 1788, p. 983, based on Brisson) and Motacilla eques 

Boddaert (Planches Enlum., 1783, pi. 731, fig. 1, 709 fig. 1) all relate exclu¬ 

sively to the southern bird. Sylvia torquata Vieill. (Ois. Am. Sept., II, 1807, 

p. 38, pi. 99) is in some doubt inasmuch as “New York” is mentioned in 

connection with its range, but the accompanying description, as far as it can 

be identified, applies to the southern form. Sylvia pusilla Wils. (Am. Orn. 

IV, 181 r, p. 17, pi. 28) is preoccupied in Latham’s ‘Index Ornithologicus,’ 

Supplement, II. 1801, p. 56, by Sylvia pusilla = Acanthizapusilla Vigors, an 

Australian bird belonging to the family Timeliida. 

2 This bird usually, if not invariably, builds its nest in or of the Usnea 

1 moss,’ while its southern representative, the true C. americana, is almost 

equally addicted to nesting-in the Spanish moss (Tillandsia). 

two iorms save Dy tne cunerence m size, ana in tne snape and pro- 
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Compsothlypis usneae. 

Lake Umbagog. 

1898. sy Parula Warblers and Red-eyed Vireos were singing most 

Sept.6. of the forenoon and with almost as much energy and persistence 

as if it had been June instead of September. 
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A brood of young r»ccompaniod by the 
elm i ’ro of ] >v/« 

parent 

Shot an adult rial e i ioul ting' and nutting on tl 

bird 
Shot a young —-- fall o luma ■>. 

pi
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Dendrolca tigrina 
Maine (Lake umbagog). 

1874. 

July ; Shot a young malo ■ *irs d ; 11. 

Aai". 6. Shot :• ) --ale u fall p luring o in i mixed "lock of 
1ers • ibIre . >oplar, on th$ 

Tyler road. 

“ 7. Shot an adult nnlo. 

" 10. Shot an adult realo. 

1870. 

? 'ay 28. A single male shot; another was soon y starday a 
few miles north of Jethol. 

June (>. Hoard , malo sin;ting and shot a fonalo on tho Stcno 
path. 

« 21. Hoard on; v. inging on the south 1 horo of the lake. 

1879. 

Hay 29. hot a single specimen soon, or h> ard during a trip 
up Cambridge \ivor to the Sluico. 

1880. 
ay 2-0, S' o . lo •' i ch -as i.rr•< r." i tho trees border¬ 

ing 0:v bridge RiV'-r a':-•• vo the dam. 

1881 

May 172 Shot an aclt-l { r ale in v. small fir behind the J.ako 
House; was it- company -with D.blackburniao and Parula 
amoricana. 

“ 18. Another male in exactly tho spot ■-'here one was shot 
yesterday. I fired at it., bringing it to thoground, but 
it flow up into tho thick spruces where a little let >r 

I hoard oigwr it or another singing. I neglected to 
■to soeittf a birdof this S] icios at ?otho3 ?.i. 





L. Unabagog, Maine. 
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Dendroica tigrina 

®ea«riptions of Fir?'4' Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am, Bbe. Wm. Bre-water. 

34. Ferissoglossa tigrina. 

First plumage: female. Remiges, rectrices, and primary coverts as in 

adult. Pileum, nape, rump, and upper tail-coverts dark slaty-brown, 

the back with an indistinct patch of olive-green. Eyelids, throat, jugu- 

lum, and sides of breast dark slate; abdomen, anal region, and crissum 

solid white, tinged with dull yellow. From a specimen in my collection 

shot at Upton, Me., August 21, 1874. This bird exhibits a few irregular 

patches and isolated feathers of dull yellow on the breast and throat, fore¬ 

runners of the fall plumage. 

Bull. N,O.Q, a, April, 1878. p. C>Q . 



Dendroica tip;yina. 

Lake Uinbagog, Maine. 
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Dend.roioa ti^rina. 

Lake Urobagog, Maine. 

1890. 's'' I started out alone at 7.30 A.M. (at Lakeside) to look 

June 10. up some of the Cape May Warblers which we left here last month 

apparently settled for the season, one in the little spruce 

opening at the head of the Sweat Cove, another in the spruce 

pasture just below Strickland's in Upton, a third on the edge 

of the forest in small timber spruces at the S.E. corner of 

the Brown eleariag opening, the fourth in dense pasture spruce 

between the Brown Cove and the road and within a few rods of 

the latter. (For map see Journal). I visited the singing 

stations of birds 3 & 4, and was delighted to find the latter 

at his usual post although he was singing only feebly and inter¬ 

mittently. Indeed I waited in his little corner nearly half- 

an-hour before he gave any sign of his presence. Twice after¬ 

wards I saw another Warbler which I took to be his mate for 

he joined her and the two flew off together but the spruces 

were so dense that I was unable to follow the birds or to get 

a fair sight at the supposed female. 

Probably I did not wait long enough for bird 3 for I 

found his favorite apparently silent and deserted with not 

even a Blackburnian within hearing. This, however, was be¬ 

fore the sun came fairly out and birds were not singing well. 

From the behavior of these Cape Mays and from the fact 

that the one seen this morning sang so very little I have re¬ 

po 



Dendroica t igr ina. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1B9S. ceived the impression that they must be much earlier breeders 

June 10i than most of the other:-,Warblers. It is singular that I have 

(No.2). been unable to find any of them at the upper end of the Lake 

for in the old days we used to see them well back in the 

forest although even then their favorite haunts were certainly 

spruce-grown pastures similar to those about Lakeside. 
4? 



Dendroioa tigrlna. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine Its song. 

13S7 The Cape May Warbler was heard singing about 50 yards 

June 11. from the shore in rather open woods of large spruoes, balsams, 

hemlock, and yellow birches. The song of this Warbler is 

harder - or at least sharper and more penetrating - than that 

of either the Bay-breast or Blackburnian. In these respects 

it resembles the song of Protonotaria but the tone or quality 

is more wiry and, indeed, very close to that of Mniotilta. 

The bird is perhaps the least regular and persistent singer 

of the genus. One can never be sure of finding him in song, 

even in the early morning, and his singing periods are ordi¬ 

narily brief with long intervals of dead silence. The number 

offnotes varies from three to seven. One of the birds estab¬ 

lished in the Staples farm woods just north of Great Island (I 

heard both -f uhese birds singing on the morning of June 12th) 

usually gives only three notes but sometimes raises the num¬ 

ber to five. The other bird ordinarily gives five and some¬ 

times six. The bird near the Brown farm east of Lakeside 

habitually has seven 

This was on Great Island. 







1896, 
June 14. 

Pendroica aestiva. 
Colebrook, H.H. 

After tea I took a long walk about the outskirts of 

Colebrook. As I crossed the bridge over the little river, Yellow 

Warblers were singing both above and below in dense thickets on 

the banks of the stream. 
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Dendroica caerulescens. 



Qenciroiea ca^rulescens. 
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L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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1873. 

' '; . II 

Sapt.22, 

15379. 

May 25. 

Juno 9. 

“ 113. 

20. 

“ 24. 

1980. 

Juno 53, 

Pornlrooca caoruloscons. 

Maine (Lake- Urnb; «. ,i, (D 

' Cai i upon ir<'o? o? ' /•) ; oung >irds Li first 
plunago, attondod by both .roots. Tho family moved 
rapidly through tho -roods, kospins rather love down, tho 
you;, trrit>rij, loudly a; d incessantly. One note of 

> adulis s< ft oluch precisely lik 

Several along tho banks of Cambridge Rivor. Their 
ordinary note is exactly like that of tho Junco. 

A single nalo singing in tho woods. 

Common bolovr tho Dixvillo notch. Q 
Sot A-4. — Incubated ; bout four clays. ^'Most in 

3 t directly under a large prostrate log and about fif~ 
toon inches above tho ground. Male singing about thirty 
yards off. Tho fomalo started from tho nest when I was 
about fiftoon foot a ray and quickly rotor .od, chirping 
incessantly, when tho male joined tor and flitted about 
noar by quivering and trailing his -rings, and spreading 
his tail. Tho locality was a hillside covered with 
spruce and beach rith an undergrowth of 

fr '.i a up aro • uch i>oro abundant along tho Anovor road 
than I have over found them >lsovhoro in this region, 
I think thoy prefer higher land than th t about tho 
hake. I hoard thro-' males singing -.t :>no time to-day, 
and many single ones, all in roods -are Viburnun lanta— 
Ii£iiiL2£. formed toe only undergrowth, there being no ground 
hemlock or young °irs 

5 
Abundant in af ton bch. 

A last yoar’s nest in Yexr. Like tho two found 
last '-reek, , ,ci • alike tho one tak >;•. last year, it was 
placed in the fork of an upright spray and doald bo 
sao;. several rods off. Those nest;., with their thick 
-rail,, of in:-or felted bark and lining of black rootlets, 
aro at ones diet ini uish :r 11 sc of ny otl >.r ab¬ 
ler breeding horo.^r 

50 



Dendroica caerulescens 

Maine (Lake Umbagog), 

1880. 
June 10, 0 t , Incubat 'd .be ;i ■<:,—arbor- -ritao 

shrub --noTii* yov/—ho I • ;ht tvrolv--. inches; f nlo slid from 
ab re«- 

turnod showed . : 

ehirping sharply, jot tin ; hor tail rs/ dro -ping her vfings 
like - .bods tart, an/.' h.i ta.;;:: abort ■ P. th/n two foot of 
i iy head. ■»>• Vv. 

1880. 

(Juno 10 

1881. 

May 1!. 

(P 

Dondrooca eaoruloscons„ 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

Jjx\zX Hn 

3- A - 
chos; ra thor con:.' h-c/ ' ml;•' 1;;.e< / ■ 1 visible ton yards 
off; female absent; male singin t ty yard® away; 
*dgo ' dense >©d of wt sida of rea £®iai-1. 
The nest containod l to eggs which voro perfectly frosh. 
I took th sufeati oggs th© Chi S ar« 
•ovr, id turn ■ IQ C >malo ad 1 aid 
only 0150 more ogg. She /as sitting and permitted mo 
to almost touch hor. jj 04^ 

Arrived to-day. 

Dendroica caerulescens. 

1899. Oxford County, Maine. 

Sept.28 female, Bethel. 

si 



Dendroica caerulescens. 

Lake Umbagog, New England 

Nest /4 (2869), June 3, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest. Eggs nearly fresh. Spelman's Pt. (4 pho.taken). 

Nest, 50 yds.fr.Lake, on hillside, in hollow filled with yew, 

shaded by hemlocks; built in yew 10 in.above ground, exposed to 

view on all sides. Bird sat very close, so that we placed camera 

within 3 ft.& approached within 2 ft. 
»»•••»•* 

Nest /4 (2370), June 4, 1898, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest. Inc.about 3 days. Glaspy Cove. Found June 3, by V/. 

I pho.nest in situ. Nest in yew 6 in.(bottom of nest) above ground 

perfectly concealed above and at three sides by yew, dead leaves & 

sticks entangled. Female shy, leaving nest when camera put up. 

Local.low, shaded by spruces & firs, 20 ft.fr.foot-path. 

Nest /4 (2873), June 6, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest. Eggs fresh. Mason knoll, Pine Pt. (5 pho .in. s.i_tu, 

sitting female). Nest in dead spruce sapling 2 ft.high, among 

close yew, hidden except on one side where visible 20 yds.off. 

Bottom 10 in.fr.ground. Female sat very closely. Local.top of 

knoll open hemlock & birch woods, 2 rds.fr.logging road. 
• ••••• 

Nest /i (2873), June 7, 1896, coll .Win.Brewster. Female 

seen within 20 ft.of nest. Eggs fresh. Mason knoll, Pine Pt. 

Found June 3 by W.I egg. I visited June 6, still but I egg. The 
female was in bush directly over nest & chirped once. Nest in yew 
on side of knoll among fallen tops about 8 in.above ground. Evi¬ 
dently deserted when taken. 

. 



Dendroica caerulescens. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /4 (2880.), June 9, 1896, coll.C.H.Watrous. Female 

seen on nest by Watrous. Eggs within 2 days of hatching. Great 

Island. I did not see the nest in situ. In yew 10 or 12 in.above 

ground, low level, about 3 rds.fr.Lake. Not well concealed, but 

easily seen 20 ft.or more away. Female started at, at least, 20 

ft. distance. 
• ••••• 

Nest /4 (2881), June 10, 1896, coll.C.H.Watrous. Female 

seen on nest by Watrous. Eggs perfectly fresh. Great Id. I did 

not visit nest at all. In yew 10 or 12 in.above ground, in small 

patch of scanty yew, on low, level ground about 3 rds.from Lake 

shore. Female did not sit very closely. 
• • • • 

Nest /4 (2892), June 13, 1896, coll.C.H.Watrous. Female 

seen on nest. Eggs fresh. Great Island. Nest in yew about a 

foot above the surface of the ground. 
• * • * •• 

Nest /4 (3046), June II, 1897, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest. Eggs fresh. Among short, rather scanty yew, about 

8 in.fr.ground, on crest of ridge 100 yds.fr.Lake at n.end of Great 

Id. Female flushed at 8 ft.cc would not return while my camera was 

near nest. Photograph taken. 
• • •••♦•* 

Nest /4 (3046), June II, 1897, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest. Eggs fresh. 8 in.fr.ground among rather tall, dense 

yew, near prostrate log, oh low ground, n.w.point of Great Id. 

Female flushed at 8 ft.& afraid of camera. Of.journal & photos.of 

nest in situ. 5.3 



Dendroica caerulescens. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /4 (3047), June 12, 1397, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen and photogranhed on nest. Eggs fresh. 15 ft.above ground in 

tall (waist high) yew near prostrate log on hillside 20 yds.fr.Lake 

at n.e.end of Great Id. Female sat very closely. (Cf.journal & 

nhotomranhs of nest & sitting bird). 
• ••••••• 

Nest /4 (3057), June IG, 1897, coll.0.H.Watrous. Eggs 

fresh. "In ground hemlock (yew) 12 inches above ground." Found 

by Gilbert June 12 when it was empty. We visited it again on the 

I4th when it held 2 eggs. It was on a low ridge in dense woods on 

Stabiles place. 



Dendroica caerulescens. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am, Bbs. Wm.Brewster. 

27. Dendrceca cserulescens. 

First plumage: male. Remiges and reetrices as in autumnal males, the 
former slightly paler in color. Rest of upper parts, including the wing- 
coverts, dark olive-brown ; sides of head very dark brown ; lores black ; 
throat, jugulum, lower eyelids, and a very conspicuous supra-orbital line, 
pale buff; breast and sides ashy, tinged with olive. Abdomen, anal re¬ 
gion, and crissum strong sulphur-yellow. White spot on base of prima¬ 

ries fully developed. 
First plumage: female. Remiges and reetrices as in autumnal female. 

Rest of upper parts, including wing-coverts and sides of head, light olive- 
brown. Lores dull black. Superciliary line, both eyelids, throat, jugulum 
abdominal and anal regions, with crissum, light buff. Breast and sides 
olive, tinged with buff. Spot on base of primaries dirty-wliite. From two 
specimens, male and female, in my collection, shot with parents at Upton, 
Me., August 11, 1873. The male above described shows a few black 
feathers on one side of the throat. Several adult females in my collec¬ 
tion, taken both in spring and fall, lack the white wing-patch altogether. 
Others have it but faintly indicated. 

Bull. N. O.O, 3, April, 1878. p. ST 

f7- 



1887, 
September 15. 

Dendroica caerulescens. 
Lake Umbagog. 

In full song. 

In the woods by the roadside (on a drive through Upton 

over the Swift Cambridge) I heard in the early morning a Dendroica 

caerulescens sing as loudly and perfectly as in spring. Later I 

also heard a Vireo solitarius singing steadily. 

Si 



Dendroioa caerulescens. 

Lake Umbagog, 1.1aine Nest. 

1896, 

June 3. 

June 4. 

.^This morning Watrous took me to the nest of I).cagrulee- 

oens which he found building May 24th. It had four eggs to¬ 

day and the female was sitting. She was very tame allowing me 

to set up my camera within four feet of the nest and when 

started off returning within a few minutes and resuming her 

task. The nest was on Spelman's Point on a hillside in a 

hollow surrounded by fallen spruce tops, densely shaded by 

big hemlocks and filled with a rank growth of yew. I got 

several pictures of the nest and sitting bird 

Watrous took me to another nest of L.oaerulescans this 

morning - in a bed of stunted yew within two rods of the path 

to Glaspy Cove and not far from the latter. I photographed 

the nest but the bird was too shy and nervous to catch on my 

plate. 

1896, 

June 3. 

June 4. 



Dendroica caerulescons. 

Lake Umbagog, Ivlaine Nests. 

1097 All three of the nests of Dendroioa oaerulesoons which I 

June 11. examined to-day on Great Island were in “beds of yew a few rods 

from the Lake shore. One was in short, rather soanty yew a- 

bout 8 inches above the ground, another in dense, taller yew 

about a foot above the ground, the third in excessively rank 

yew waist high but the nest not over 15 inches above the 

ground. Two nests were near large, prostrate logs. All three 

birds were sitting. Two flew from the nest at a distance of 

eight or ten yards in advance of us and one of them would not 

return to her eggs while my camera was in position about 6 ft. 

away although I left it there for over an hour. The third 

bird sat more closely than any female of this species that I 

have hitherto seen. Watrous struck the yew within six inches 

of her with his stick without starting her. Later I set up my 

camera first about six feet away, then four feet, and finally 

within two and one half feet using the focusing cloth each 

time and taking six pictures in all. When the tripod leg 

shook the branch which supported the nest the bird would raise 

her head and crane her neck out over the edge of the nest to 

get a better view of me. At all other times she sat very still 

merely winking at short regular intervals. My photographs 

show her position in the nest well. When I had finished my 

work I packed up my camera and left the bird still sitting on 



Dendroica caerulescens 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. 

Nests. 

her eggs^^/atrous took both nest and eggs the next morning 

June 11. at about 8 o'clock when the bird was absent. 

I 

! 



Dendroioa caerulesoens 

Lake Umbagog. Call Hotes. 

1898. Dendroioa caerulescens has two notes which closely re- 

Sept.l. semble those of the Junco. One is a soft tsun, the other a 

tittering flight call (ti-ti-ti-ti-ti ) exceedingly like that 

made by the Junco when first taking flight but less loud. 

These Warblers are exceptionally numerous here this autumn. 

I saw at least a dozen this morning. They are often seen in 

the tops of tall trees at this season. 
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Lake Umbagog* 

Shortly after sunset a Nashville Warbler rose above some 

\birch and poplar woods to sing on wing. This I have not often seen (or 

f— 

heard), I noted the birdls song on the start as follows:- chip, te-^chj^ fojfjLt— 

te-chip. te-chip, te-te-te-te* The preliminary chips were disconnected 

and given rather slowly. The terminal part of the song was normal* 

Jl£u 



Dendroica coronata. 



Dondrooca coronata 

Main© (Laic© Umbagog}. 

1071 
Juno „ 

O 

1874. 

July 31 

Aug. 7 

1876. 
Juno 11, 

Throo nosts round yosterday and to-day wore. built 

in young firs - about broast high they voro all large, 
deeply hollowed and lined chiefly /it-1, feathers, they 
contained four 13 ■ d o < od in incubation. 

yTho young chirp in more gutteral tones than the 
other young Varblors, and continue calling for a longer 
time vithout Cbe s>s> «*.\i o-a 

cl tiot / young; male rithout yellow o;, the rump. 

12. 

16. 

“ 21 

, ^,/j • 6 ^ a second nest among the firs bo hand the mill. It 

s built bout tei 'oet boro the ground in a small iso¬ 
lated spruce in the middle of an opening. The female 

■/as • sitting and The; started off, chi r pod sharply, bring¬ 
ing up tho male who had boon singing some thirty yards 
away. The nest contained four perfectly fresh eggs. 

x also took the most found yost v aytac more eggs 
had bion laid and the nest was evidently deserted. Its 

i ili r t of Mt but it was low¬ 
er, about so von above theyground and five bo low tft> top 
of tho troo,^^ 

Two nosts, the fn\ v--,los of each sitting on four 
fresh ougs. Tho first nest was in a s >rueo sapling about 
seven foot from tho ground and five from the top of tho 
tr io. The female slid off . mu ibo S f. fc ouch her 
wit/a my harid. The mlo was singing about one hundred 
yards away. Tho tr iso] >d one standing on 
tno edge of an open field. Tho second most was about 
fi . eon foot 1 -■ vo the ground in a ;■ me ■ growing in 
S0CO1 - s* wo - — 

A rocentls finis >d but empty nest exquisitely lined 
W1tn ioathors. 7alo bird singing . bout hundrod yards 
away. 

A nest in a small isolai , tur© eon— 
tainod t\/o eggs, with embryos of small . iso. The most 
was wot, and oVidor tly deserted, the 'bo os dead and 
partially decomposed. 



Dendroica coronata. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). (S) 

1870. 
Juno 5, f a joint. 

V-VX^r pw, 'yv<rdwi-* y 

/ Nos t iii i? inits ban Jr.s iana on tho . 

’- ' ,ott^ i'ght )ly ' »it* This n s 
./as on a horizontal branch about five Poet from tho 

tnk» to ’ it whilo _ 
(1 ling bjj in My coat. Tho Jemal-5 sat so closely that I 

y r; isappeared 

1880. 

hay. 2B 

hast. a. 

1 > 1 • 
Pay ;i a. 

.1888.. ;; 
0<; 

snoon trie branch several tines before she would start. 
Whon she did fly, however, she i nine din tel 
and was not again soen^ 

Dendrooca coronata. 
; 

Maine (Lake Urnbagog). 

. i Sot f - 
-.placed a,gainst 

<0.1 gs m a 

In cub;, ted f. fo or f re-' days 
th e mam stem but r< rating on 
si ondor, noarl ■ y doa< ■ 1 Pinus !.)t: 
fo e t; ena.l e S > L t.t <.: eg. "fie ‘ 
sb.o glict ed don rn and lit in a 
- “««« ons.rpi.ng .saintly. Snail 

Island near B Point. 

, Np''' 'flocking to the beds of wild rice along tho 
p-aror tly feeding on its goods, 

h'Hkg 

• Lunbars. Singing yes tor day at Bethel. 

\ ■ 

Aeunaant her about a week after our arrival. Last 

ri £CGOr'U’ lr'* Usually found in nixed Hocks; the 
- 3 g m 1 m no - a. .... 

1876. 

June at/,. A nest containing threw eggs ar :ong the rs rs he- 
hmd the will, " 

/ ^5 ^ / t "[* <a~ul_ , WJ^C /l, [t> 1 , 1 °) / 4 " CXJa-u- 



Dendroica ooronata. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /5 (2879), June 7, 1896, coll .Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen building nest & positively identified. Eggs fresh. Pine Pt. 

Female seen carrying first foundations, May 29 (4 P.M. ). Next day 

nest looked finished, but bird still at work on it. Nest in 

stout fork of large paper birch, 40 ft.above ground. Fork of the 

tree preserved. (Cf.journal May 29, & photo.tree with nest in 

situ). 
• •••• ••••• 

Nest /4 (3051), June 14, I8S7, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest & positively identified. Eggs far adv.in inc. On 

stout horizontal branch of large Hemlock 35 ft.fr.ground, 10 ft. 

fr.main trunk, 5 ft.fr.end of branch, midway between ground and 

top of tree. Female sat very closely & simulated lameness when 

started. (Cf.journal). Staples place. 
• • •••••••• 

Nest /4 (3060), June 18, 1897, coll.C.H.Watroue. "Bird 

flushed fr.nest & seen flying about." Eggs fresh. "On a spruce 

limb 4 ft.fr.trunk, 30 ft.above ground, 15 ft.below top of tree. 

Found by Gilbert". On the small island at e.end of gut between 

Great Island & the Staples place. 
• • • • • * • 

Nest /s (3061), June 18, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. "Bird 

seen flying about". Eggs fresh. "Great Id. on Hemlock limb, 5 
I 

ft.fr.trunk, 30 ft.above ground, 50 ft.below top of tree. Nest 

covered by an overhanging branch". 

£9 



L. tlmbagog, Maine. 

Dendroica coron-aia. 

/ 
May 80-June 10, 1871, 
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Dendrolea coronata. 

Inscriptions of First Plumaffeof Cer- 
tuiu. North Am, Bbs. "Win. Brewster. 

28. Dendroeca coronata. 

First plumage: female. Upper parts, in general, dull grayish-white, 

tinged with brownish, heavily streaked with slaty-black, the streaks 

broadest on the hack and narrowest on the pileum ; rump soiled white, 

with well-defined streakings like the back. Lower parts pale lemon, 

tinged with brownish on the throat, narrowly but distinctly streaked with 

dull black over the entire surface. From a specimen in my collection, 

shot at Upton, Me., August 7, 1874. The first plumage of no other bird 

that I am acquainted with exhibits such a remarkable variation from the 

more mature stages. The specimen just described resembles closely, in 

general markings and coloration, the Pine Finch (Ghrysomitris pinus). 

As is well illustrated by a full suite of specimens in transitional stages, 

the yellow of the rump is acquired early in the first moult, which is very 

nearly completed, in most cases, before that of the crown appears. 

BuB. N. O.O, 3, April, 1878. p. 



gendroica coronata. 

Liako Unbaeog, Maine. 

iaw4 

1898, 

Lake TTmbagog. 
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1899. Oxford County, Maine. 

Dendroioa coronata. Sept.23, heard, 24. three, 

25, four, 26, six, 27, three, Bethel. 
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i1896, 
May 30. 

Dendroica coronata 
Lake Umbagog. 

Nest. 

The Yellow-rump's nest in the fork of the tall paper 

birch at Osgood's camp-ground had nearly doubled in size when I 

visited it this morning. I watched it about ten minutes during 

which the female came to it three times with building material. 

She remained in the nest an unusually long time, turning around 

and working with her bill. 

Lake Umbagog 
Pine Point 

1898, 
September 2. 

y/ One of the Yellow-rumps, a female in worn breeding plu¬ 

mage, was feeding a brood of young which were still in first plu¬ 

mage 



Dendroica coronata. 

Nest. 

Watrous had previously found two Warbler's nests in a 

June 14. grove of large hemlocks close to the shore near the "Gut". 

One proved to be an old nest but the other was a Yellow-rump's 

with four eggs rather far advanced in incubation. This, nest 

was in a hemlock on a stout horizontal branch about 5 ft. from 

its extremity, 10 ft. from the main trunk, 35 ft. above the 

ground, and the same distance from the top of the tree. 

The female Yellow-rump was sitting and for some time she 

absolutely refused to leave her eggs. ’Watrous first shook 

the branch and then with a long stick poked and shook smartly 

the twigs within an inch or two of her head. At length she 

hopped out of the nest and stood for a moment or more on its 

rim looking about her. Then she fluttered down towards the 

ground with quivering wings and wide spread tail moving slowly 

and alighting several times on a branch or cluster of twigs 

would 
where she^lie prostrate for a moment beating her wings feebly 

and simulating the movements of a wounded or otherwise disa¬ 

bled bird. In short she behaved precisely as one of the 

ground-nesting birds (Seiurus for example ) will do under simi¬ 

lar circumstances. Watrous secured this nest and set in the 

same manner as that by which he took the Bay-breast's earlier 

in the day. The nest was lined with feathers as usual but 

from beneath it looked so nearly like a Bay-breast's that we 

n 



2 

Denftroica coronata. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Nest. 

1897. were all deceived. Indeed we could distinguish no differences 

June 14. whatever the general effect being precisely the same 

(7u K.J. 



Den&roica coronata. 

Lake Umbagog. 

1898 • -y^Clear and calm. Spent the day about camp. At 8 A.M. 
regular 

Sept.14. heard a Yellow-rumped Warbler singing at short, intervals in 

the woods behind the camp and finally saw the bird sitting on 

the top&ost spray of a tall spruce. I think it must have been 

an old male but it was impossible to make out details of color 

and marking against the bright sky. Its song was full and 

finished but somewhat listless. 

V' 

7? 





Pond o.ica maculosa 

1071. 
Juno 9, 

1 o'/ O • 

>t,: 52 

1074. 

Ju&y 29. 

Aug. 0. 

it (t 

107 0. 
Juno ' . 

11. 

15* 

", 1G, 

t Amino (Lake Umbagog). 

A !ost found /;-! ay \nd a,-.other yesterday, vmro 
oaei, placed about breast high in snail firs, and oach 
contained four fresh o :gu. 

Saw several on Cambridge iver. 

Hoard • • alo singing. 

Shot a young bird in perfect fall plumage. 

’'os', of the young ro now in full fall plumage, 

nos fc buildin;. in a spruce sapling s' out nine foot 
above the ground. The ml; busily at work upon it. 

// ® 
^ c rly completed nests; six empty, one con- 

.]. • i. m.v : '': ; are ;0 
o v > r t7o V o o t a b o v o too around. 

i_-H A n ;st fir uapli; ’ . out "our foot up, the F’o- 
malo sitting, on four fresh o g:. . pv. 

Nest ' ur fresh eggs in spruce sapling; height 
four foot; I almost touched the female before she 
started off whox 1 like ’ ost of the birds hero, she imme¬ 
diately disappeared and did not n.,gr,in s;io : ersolf. 

J Lj '^'-*-*''1* 'J -OXAA-'C? \ 
Two nests, oach with four ;pgs; rOl fresh. Vv ^,ul , Um. 

Visited nest which cont. '.rani two o,;gs throe days 
&go and found that the number had not increased although 
th ’q sitting, ng I found that 
they contained embryos. 

so 



Dendroioa maculosa 

Maine (Lalce Umbagog). 

1079. 

Juno 4. Nost • ;ith four fresh eggs, tv/ol vo foot above the 
ground in a fir shrub. Female sat so closely ih t X 
nearly touched her. 

7 - 
('*yj 

Three empty but spparontly finished -sir . 

* 10. s rhroo »t! of iggi >ur, two, and five respectively; 
tho sot of ’ivo in.''.;ibstoc about ton days, the others 

■ »sh; tho . 11 i ill ovoi rooxi! the rc d- 
sido, tv/o its firs, one in a spruce; height fr m throe to 
fivo foot. Th' p rent of the sot of five sat so c lone¬ 
ly that I almost touched her with my hand; she slid 
quietly off tho nost and began chirping sharoly, hopping 
about within a few foot of mo. trailing hor wings and 

jotting hor widely spread tail nervously. She was in 
exceptionally high plumage and probably a very old bird 
which may account for the exceptional number of eggs in 

1 ^ 

(Juno 13) Most with youn; at least a wo ok old and one egg 
cox.it. iruing r. (load embryo. 

« Four ' o h of fu-ur ergs >nch, one sot incubated about 
four days, anOth >r on the point of batch i.rg the other 
two er.'heotl; 'rose . All four nost in t’-e top of sprued 
sap lire; about light foot hi; h. 

“ 14. fe Ii ci b Loi f: v ■ d tys; nost in fir 
shrub; height two foot. For sale sat, c'aely. I sto-'-ood 
ov -r the . :>s ; till p f co was within a ?oa: of hor be¬ 
fore she flow off. 

1G. out e-o. Incubated about six days; rest in top of 

“ 17. 

fir s:rub; height about two foot. . „ 

. Got U—■'*. Nearly frosh.^Nost on horissoi 

of tall eprico at its extremity, .about >£gh foot' ibovo 
the gw: and , b uvuhi fully concealed under a flake-like 

y >r of ’igs, an< ost ponsij > Li *act r. is 
\ fill: lornci Ji inn 13 it c , ta U, ui 3 n, '‘■y{s9 yy 

t! 



Dendroica maculosa. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog ). 

1800. 

May 20. 

“ 31. 

Juno 4, 

10, 

it a 

14. 

1001. 
May 12. 

1074. 
Aug. 3. 

1070. 
Juno 17. 

im 
Juno 7. 

Host. Two fros> oyn. 

Sot /-o. Fresh—small fir; height seven fo«. 
male sittin- . 

Cot V-4. Incubated about four days Most at end 
of drooping spruco lintprottily hidden among the layer 
of noodles; height sev-u-. foot. A nest of this snoclos 

■- f; ■" oh the ; me br nch and in exactly the same 
spot last yoar. 

- • i . 

Cot Y—:, Far advanced** uprigh •;r- ■ 
hofbloeJc” (Tew); height five feet; forr.lo start d >ight 
W ;'t away sad disappeared in siieneo. J. ^ pitu-vf 

j ~ ■ idvj eed—- 1 f y 
height five foot; female Very shy; she flow from 'the 
j "■ t before ;as .A thin ton yards of ft. in. ^ <5UU-%uJ> . 

l/prxght spray of Yu/; C. night fiv > " mt; o.; s clo- 
sor t od euid ■.<i.d 1, >d . 

A s ' iu ■ o ; oil. . 

Shot a young bird just from the nest. 

Si 
lieso xn the heart of the woods near the extremity 

of a horizontal spruer hranch at least twenty-five feet 
above the ground; female sitting on four fresh eggs, 

S 

Three empty but apparently newly finished nests' 



Dendroica maculosa. 

Upton, Oxford Co., Maine. 

Nest / 4 (533), June 21, 1876, ooil .TiTto.Brewster. Female 

In fir sapling in woods 4 ft.up. itting & well seen. Eggs fresh. 



Dendroica maculosa,. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /4 (2375), June 6, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen to enter nest & positively identified. Eggs fresh. Glaspy 
f 

Cove. Found June 4, by W.set compl.female on. Not sitting June 6 

(6 P.M. ) but came about chirping, and once entered nest for a mo¬ 

ment. Nest in balsam sapling, against main stem, about 5 ft.above 

ground & 2 ft.below tip. Thicket young balsams in or>en near Lake 

shore. 

coll. 
Nest /4 - 2 (2882), June 10, 1896,^C.H.Watrous. Female 

seen on nest by Watrous. Inc.far advanced. Two eggs broken. 

Small island just north of Great Island. I did not see nest in 

situ. Watrous broke 2 eggs in blowing. Nest on small island 

(where I found a nest similarly placed many years ago) n.w.of 

Great Island in yew about 4 ft.above the ground. 

Nest /4 (3063), June IS, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. .Eggs 

fresh. "Sweat Cove, about 30 ft.fr.Lake in ground hemlock pfewj 

30 inches above the ground, nest found by Gilbert." 

Nest /4 (523), June 12, 1879), col1.0.I.Morse. Female 

sitting. Eggs.inc. In fir sapling in pasture on Upton hill. Note 

the use of horse hair in the lining in connection with the locali¬ 

ty - a pasture. 
• • <* • • • • • • •• 

Nest /4 (528), June 15, 1876, coll .Win.Brewster. Female 
sitting & well seen. Eggs inc. In top of spruce sapling, 7 ft.up. 
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)olicroica maculosa, 

BULLETIN 
OF Tins 

NUTTALL ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB. 

Vol. II. JANUARY, 1877. No. 1. 

THE BLAGK-AND-YELLOW WARBLER (DENDRCECA 
MACULOSA). 

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. 

First impressions are apt to be most lasting, and in many cases 

are engraved upon the memory with a vividness that defies the 

effacing influence of time. Thus the Black-and-Yellow Warbler 

was one of my earliest bird acquaintances, and I shall not soon for* 

get our introduction. 

My family was spending a few days in a quiet little country town 

in New Hampshire, when, one hot summer afternoon, finding time 

hang heavily on my hands, I borrowed an old gun, and at the coun¬ 

try store, where everything was sold from a patent coffee-mill to 

the latest specific for rheumatism, I purchased a supply of am¬ 

munition, and, thus equipped, took to the wmods and searched a 

long time in vain for game. At length, entering a grove of thickly 

growing young spruces, I sat down to rest on a mossy Jog. I had 

been there but a short time when I became conscious of faint 

sounds in the trees above and around me, — chirpings, twitterings, 

and occasionally a modest little effort at song. Watching atten¬ 

tively, I soon spied a movement among the branches, and a tiny 

bird hopped out into the light, presenting a bright yellow breast 

and throat for just a moment before flying into the next tree. 

■ Here was a revelation I I already knew a few of the most familiar 

birds, the Robin, the Bluebird, the Sparrow, the Oriole, and some 

others; but it had never occurred to me that dark forests like 

these might be tenanted by such delicate and beautiful forms. 



Dendroica maculosa. 

Descriptions of First PI- mage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am, Bbs. Wm. Brewster. 

32. Dendrceca maculosa. 

First plumage: female. Remiges and rectrices slightly paler than in 

adult; greater and middle wing-coverts just tipped with fulvous, forming 

two narrow wing-hands; rest of upper parts, sides of head, including 

orbital region and eyelids, and breast, dark ashy, somewhat lighter on rump. 

Abdomen, anal region, and crissum pale sulphur-yellow, blotched somewhat 

indistinctly anteriorly with ashy. Throat pale ashy, with a few yellow 

feathers intermixed. From a specimen in my collection shot at Upton 

Me., August 10, 1874. This bird was very young, indeed barely able to 

fly. Several specimens a little further advanced show an increased 

amount of yellow on the throat and abdomen, but are otherwise similar. 

Bull. N. 0.0. 3, April, 1878, p. . 
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1873. 
Dondroeea ponnsyivanica. 

Maino (Lake Urnbagog ). 

A a; . 14. Shot ono in fall plume.go. 

“ 20. Shot throe young in fall plumago 

1874. 
Aug. 7. Shot one in nearly completed fall plumage. 

1870. 

Juno 9. Gommon nearly up to the highest pass in Hixvillo 

“ 11. 

I[otch* 

/post vrith four eggs incubated about four days. 
Host in hard hack bush, height four feet. (Hillside 
south of B Meadows; at least a dozen males singing in 
tho vie iaity)^ -g ww, - 

“ 21. Sot I -4. — Incubated throe days—wild raspberry 
bush—height two feet—female sat closely—thicket by 
roadside. 
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Sendroica castanea 



1071, 
"ay 30- 
Juno 1 . 

1072, 
Juno 3- 

14. ■ 

1073, 

■' u , 0, 

1074. 
July 30. 

1070. 

Juno 15. 

Dendrooca castanoa. 

(9 "aino kt abago; . 

y/ 
' oro i ;r bird in this locality. 

Found ovorywhoro in tho .roods (oxcopt in tho donsor 
arbor-vi ;;ao an. ) but os t ■ '? us l lx ;d rov/ths. 

shiefl; ) v ry tops of t : h ist spru— 
the y 

in one lc.co without app. ronjly moving, thoy vero most 
difficult to find sui shoot. In wot Lons thov woro slot; 

liko that Black Poll vr« 
vroro never fat. Wo 

was a shrill, fooblo, 

•Varblor, but unliko 
seldom saw thorn in 

and sluggish 
that spocios 
dociduous troos. Thoir song 

ch coping no to, ropoatod t too cr four times, and varied 
const dor ably in different individuals. Sometimes it '.'as 
a simple zoo—zoo-zoo like that of tho Golden—orost King-* 
lot; at others moro musical and warbling, closely rosam¬ 
bling those of Vio hodstart. Two nests wore found, both 
pi ■-.cod near the extremity of horizontal sprueo brar chos 
about twenty foot above t ho ground. Thoy wore largo 
and bulky, and scarcely distinguishable fro? those o 
tho Pur pi • inch. Ono contained two fres- gags’'Juno 
another throe frosh o-gs June ! . - 

' Abundant a:id migrating 
da to thoir numb ,-rs vroro 

bors remained to brood. Tho-difforonco 
of this sp jci >s and that of D.tistrina is 
tinctly marked. 

a/2_ f 

up to Juno 5, 
reduced on • half. 

After this 

num¬ 
ber wo on +ho song 

tlo but (jis- 

throo ropotitions of tho word zoo 
The not os are fewer, rarely exceeding 

£ ot a youj bird in first pi 

Shot one in first ■! ma- o. 

Abundant on tho south shore of tho Meadows in a 
to rth of rath »r yo s .r ic >s« 



Den&roica castanea. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1879. 

May 24. 

Juno 1 

* 3. 

About six of both soxos, apparently not pair ui. 

alis s ing ing. (£) 

Sphis spoolos, like the Capo 'y Tennossoo ' 'ur- 

blors, so to havo m tiroly dosortod this region. At 
l rast a >e oar : May 26 have disap¬ 
peared. Yostorday X visitod a spot whore LUoy abounded 
in 1876, but not ono could bo found, nor was it oithor 
soon or hoard during my trip up Cambridge . Ivor, May 39. 

A ma 1 o singin,-; on 3 Point, 

1879. 
(Juno It 

1080. 
16. Hav 

1881. 
May 19. 

1076, 
May 31. 

Dondrooca castanea. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). <9 
male singing on groat Island, The song; is a 

simple zoo-zoo-zoo. very quietly -- '.von. It closely ro- 
s-vbles t he ord In.-ar-y note of Mogul go sup-, -ano,. but has a 
more ringing quality. There also r think, one or two 
pairs broodin; ost of the Poasloe 7am, but I know of 
none elsewhere and the bird is decidedly re-o hero this 
season. 

Lumbers seen to—day. 

Several in tho woods near the r iddle dam, 

Hoard a number singing. Tho song is very uniform 
in different individuals, and is almost indistinguisha¬ 
ble from the feebler variation of the Redstart, It also 
resembl >s tho tzoo T tzo -■, tzoo of Runtius s.atrapa. 



Dendroica castanea. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /& (2877), June 7, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

seen to enter and settle on nest several times. Seen distinctly 

& positively identified. Eggs perfectly fresh. Mason knoll, 

Pine Pt. Nest in balsam (10 in.diamjmt ), 20 ft.fr.ground, 20 ft. 

fr.top, 5 ft.fr.stem, near branch end, not hidden, except slightly 

at sides. Female would not leave till br.shaken; flew off, joined 

by male, who had singing station in hemlock 30 yds.off. 
•••*»•»• 

Nest /o (2884), June II, 1896, coll .17m.Brewster. Male 

singing within 30 yds., no other Warbler within hearing. Female 

started from nest but not well seen or fully identified. Eggs 

fresh. Chase's camp, Glaspy Cove. Nest in blk.spruce (10 in.diam. 

at but) 35 ft.above ground, 15 ft.fr.top, 12 ft.fr.trunk, within 

2 ft.end horizontal branch, open above, seen fr.every side below. 

Tree among old yellow birches on high land near Chase's camp. 

Best taken by stringing a rope fr.2 other trees. 
•••••••* 

Nest /5 (3048), June 12, 1397, coll.Vto.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest and positively identified. Eggs fresh. S.end Great 

Island on low ridge 20 yds.from Lake, in tall straight balsam, 25 

ft.fr.ground, on slender, horizontal, branch, 3 ft.fr.tip, 8 ft. 

fr.trunk. Nest conspicuous from beneath. Found and taken by 

Watrous but I assisted & saw & identified the bird. (Cf.systematic 

notes & journal for further details). 

/ 



Dendroioa castanea. 

Lake Urabagog, New England. 

Nest /5 (3049), June 14, 1097, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

started from nest and positively identified. Eggs fresh. N.end 

of Great Island on hillside 100 yds from Lake in large red spruce 

50 ft.from ground on stout drooping branch 5 ft.fr.tip, 15 ft.fr. 

trunk. Female sat very close. When started off fluttering down 

nearly to ground quivering her wi«ngs & pretending to be disabled. 

Nest found & taken by Watrous. I assisted, sa-w & identified the 

bird. (Gf.journal for full details). 
*••••• 

Nest /5 (3050), June 14, 1897, coll.Yta.Brewster. Female 

seen on nest & positively identified. Eggs fresh. Within 10 yds. 

of Lake on Pine Point on stout, drooping limb of large Red Spruce, 

13 ft.fr.trunk, 5 ft.fr.end of branch, 20 ft.fr.ground, showing 

conspicuously from beneath but well concealed from points above & 

on all sides. Female sat very closely. Cf.journal & photograph 

of nest in situ. 

Nest /b (3056), June 16, 1897, C.H.Watrous. "Female 

seen on nest & both birds seen flying about it." Male seen by W.B. 

Eggs fresh. "On Great Id.15 yds fr.Lake in Red Spruce on stout 

horizontal branch, 25 ft.fr.ground, II ft.fr.trunk, 3 ft.fr.end of 

branch. Nest found June 16 when it had at least 4 eggs. We did 
_ ✓ 

not take it then because there was no bird on it. A male Baybreast 

was singing near by, however, & twice he visited the spruce and 

flitted close about the nest showing evident interest in it. 
V 

•••••••#. 
' ___ ^ ^ /O _ , r 

at w G,.Y, ik. ' 
'7'w.v.X.. I 6 v «.*•••• • ' >--•> . f rV. ) *4. v* ' P t ) K/0- 
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Den&roica castane^. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer- 
ta*n North Am, Bbs. Wa, Brewster. 

30. Dendrceca castanea. 

First plumage: female. Remiges, rectrices, primary coverts, and alulae 
as in adult. Pileum, nape, and rump dull brown ; back dull olive-green ; 

upper tail-coverts slaty-black. Entire under parts creamy-white, with 
the slightest possible tinge of clay-color, varying to ashy on the breast. 
No trace of chestnut on the flanks. Sides of head "buff, strongly tinged 
with greenish on the auriculars and maxillary line. Each feather of the 
body, both above and beneath, with a large terminal spot of black; the 
posterior half of abdomen, anal region, and crissum are, however, im¬ 
maculate. In my collection, from Upton, Me., August 9, 1873. 

A very complete suite of specimens, taken late in August and early in 
September, illustrates well the development of the plumage of the young 
of this species. The spotted feathers of the under parts, with the excep¬ 
tion of a narrow line down the centre of the breast, are the first to disap¬ 
pear, and simultaneously with their removal, the chestnut flank-patches 
become apparent. Next the pileum and nape take on the autumnal 
green, and last of all the feathers of the back and central line beneath 
are changed. Adults of this species in fall dress are indistinguishable 
from the young, except by the more pronounced chestnut on the sides. 

Bull. N,0.0* 3, April, 1878. p. 



Dend.ro ioa oastanea. 

Lake tJmbagog, Maine 

1396. ^ In t 

Nest and eggs 

In the afternoon visited the Warbler's nest in the bal- 

June 7. saia on Mason's knoll - the nest that we left with 4 eggs yester¬ 

day. It had 5 eggs to-day and a female Bay-breast was sitting 

on them. Shaking and pounding the tree did not seem to dis¬ 

turb her but every 15 or 20 minutes she would leave the nest 

of her own accord and ramble about among the neighboring tree 

tops, feeding, returning to her eggs after an absence of 4 or 

5 minutes. Once while on an excursion of this kind she was 

joined by the male who brought her an insect of some kind in 

his bill and gave it to her. She accepted it with apparent 

indifference but at once ate it. The male is the bird who 

sings in the hemlock 30 yards away. 

After photographing this nest we secured it with the 

eggs. The pair of Bay-breasts flitted about some distance off 

while Watrous was despoiling them but as soon as he came down 

from the tree the female began searching for her nest examin¬ 

ing all the neighboring branches carefully and hovering in the 

air at the place where the branch with the nest had been. 
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Dendroica castanea 

1396, 
May 29. 

Lake Umbagog. 
Mason logging woods 

Building. 

Watrous this morning saw a female Bay-breast at work on 

a nest in the Mason logging woods. 

Lake Umbagog 
Near Pine Point. 

June 4 

We then retraced our steps to the knoll by the big boul¬ 

der where the Black-burnian and Bay-breasted Warblers are so numer¬ 

ous. Here we spent the remainder of the forenoon making an ex¬ 

haustive (and exhausting) search for nests, pounding hundreds of 

trees with an axe in the hope of starting the sitting birds. This 

plan failed utterly (we afterwards learned by actual experiment 

that these Warblers will not leave their nests even when the trees 

in which they are placed are pounded vigorously) for we did not 

find a single nest of any kind. There were at least a dozen Bay- 

breasts and an even greater number of Blackburnians singing on 

this knoll within an area of eight or ten acres. 



Dentiroioa castanea. 

Lake Umbagog, IJaine. 

1397. 

Nest. 

Watrous anti Gilbert spent most of the afternoon on the 

June 12. southern extremity of Great Island where the farmer found a 

nest of the Bay-breasted Warbler with 5 fresh eggs and one of 

the Black anti Yellow Warbler with one egg. He sent Gilbert 

after the house boat to let me know of this anti I sailed back 

in the canoe, landed, anti examined both nests in situ making 

a perfectly certain identification of the female Bay-breast 

just after Watrous started her off her eggs. She sat wonder¬ 

fully close refusing to ratove when Watrous shook anti moved the 

branch gently or when he thrust out a stick and poked the 

twigs within a few inches of her head. I have described the 

position of the nest anti the behavior of the bird too freely 

in my systematic notes to require further mention here. Wat¬ 

rous got the nest by tying the branch firmly to other branches 

above and then crawling out on it. 



Dendroica castanea. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Nests. 

1897. "Xl7e next crossed to the northern end of Great Island land- 

June 14. ing first on the western side of the cove to visit a Warbler's 

nest found on the 11th in a big hemlock fully 60 feet high. 

Watrous reached it with some difficulty when it proved to be 

an old nest apparently of D.castaneal We have had many such 

disappointments of late. 

A similar-looking nest, found by Watrous on the 11th in 

a large red spruce 200 yards or more back from the water on 

the opposite side of the cove, was next visited. It turned 

out to be a Bay-breast's containing a fine set of 5 fresh 

eggs. The nest was fully 50 feet above the ground near the 

end of a stout, drooping branch about 15 feet from the main 

trunk. Watrous reached this nest by climbing a tall, slender 

maple which, by the aid of a rope, Jim and Gilbert drew over 

and held within arm's reach of the nest. The nest was almost 

perfectly concealed from view from every direction by the den¬ 

sity of the surrounding spruce foliage. The female sat very 

closely, refusing to leave her eggs until Watrous parted the 

twigs directly over her head with his hand. She then shot 

down on a very steep incline and alighted in a small spruce 

where I had a perfectly satisfactory view of her at close 

range. During the descent from the nest she vibrated her 

wings in a peculiar manner and for nearly half a minute after 

reaching her perch she kept quivering them much as a.young 
/£>& 



Dendroipa castanea. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Wests. 

1097. bird does when soliciting or receiving food. 

June 14. Returning to the boats we pulled out of the cove and alon 

(No.2). the shore eastward, xxxx. Watrous exclaimed (after we had 

landed and found an empty Swainson's Thrush's nest) "There is 

a Warbler's nest"! and looking up I saw it at once, almost 

over our heads. It was in a red spruce (a tree about 40 feet 

tall and 10 inches in diameter at the base of the trunk) on a 

stout, horizontal branch 11 feet from the main stem, 3 feet 

from the extremity of the branch, and 25 feet above the ground. 

On climbing the tree to a point well above the nest Watrous 

reported that he co\ild see at least four eggs. A male Bay¬ 

breasted Warbler was singing not 20 yards off and twice he 

came into the tree and flitted about near the nest showing 

evident interest in it. It is possible that we disturbed and 

frightened off the female while we were talking the Thrush's 

nest but more probable that she was away feeding. At all e- 

vents we saw nothing of her on this occasion and for this rea- 
4 

son left the nest undisturbed although there can be no reason¬ 

able doubt that it is a Bay-breast's. (Watrous and Gilbert 

visited this nest again on June and took it with a set of 

5 eggs. The female was sitting and Watrous had a good view 

of her ) 



Dendroica oastanea. 

m 
Lake Umbagog, Maine. Nest. 

1897. As we were following the path which leads around the boat 

June 14. cove Jim was Ivicky enough to find a nest of the Bay-breasted 

Warbler containing five fresh eggs. It was on a stout, droop¬ 

ing branch of a large red spruce about 5 ft. from its extremi¬ 

ty, 13 ft. from the main trunk, and 20 ft. above the ground. 

The female sat very closely, refusing to move when the branch 

was shaken with some violence and only leaving her eggs when 

Watrous struck the twigs close over her head with a long stick. 

She then flew down into some young arbor vitaes where the male 

immediately joined her and both bird^began feeding neither 

showing any solicitude or appearing to notice the movements 

of Mr. Watrous who, with a stout rope, first tied the branch 

firmly to the trunk above and then walking out on it secured 

the nest and eggs. Previous to this I had of course identi¬ 

fied the female to my entire satisfaction. I also took sev¬ 

eral photographs of the nest before it was disturbed. Like 

most nests of this Warbler it showed plainly enough from be¬ 

neath looking very like a large nest of a Chipping Sparrow 
\ 

but from above and from every side it was well concealed by 

the spruce foliage that pressed close over and around it. Be¬ 

fore the female was started her mate was singing steadily in 

some hemlocks about 20 yards from the nesting tree. 






