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"THE PRESIDENT: It reads: ‘Other counsel for individual
accused may examine a witnesd on redircct examination oply on
MACLErS Bpec 211 ating ve Nis c.ien i
the general redirect examination.® .The accused KIDO wal

‘menticned during the cross-examination, and he is Mr:Lok

client. That is all I can say.

think that the “ules have to be- conutrued in the light pf the
erftire document. . -

- -

oo PHESIDENT: I am not saying My, logan can be heard,
Ling %o you peoints which I think he will raise.’

)

R . A y & UWIISE al -, ~- 1] als » y ») DD

dijrect examination under paragraph one of the rules

¥

M THs FRESIDENT: Hut this came out in crqss—exBMinftiEﬁp;

MR, TaVENNER: Yos, sir,

,"THEIPRESID“‘T That throws you on. to clause four

"MR InvnNde, So, in this pdru-CULuF 1nstapce, the new ev

s|purpase - |
now and |

e e il

2 : "MR. LOGAN: There was no occasion to conduct either
-0 cross-examination of General MINAMI hacause nothing o
o} hls direct téstimany concerning Marauis XIDO. The matter.on which
wish td eXamine him was brougnt out for'the first timé
examination by. the prosecutor., I did not desirc to crosg
him under psragraph four because I did not want to treat him as
hgstile witness, I wishi.to examine him under the last s¢ntence o
qragraph five, and my scle-object is to remcve obscurltles,

-examine

"Tnh RESIDENT: Mr Tavennerc

"MR. TnVJhNbR* The matter to ﬁh*P counsel states he desirep to |
~direct the witness' attentisn is a document that was in|evidence| by )
the pro%ecutlﬂn at .the time t @t thie witness took the $tand, He |
_-had Tyl pright of examinine .him on that.document otlihe timelin . |
;,his;examinayion in ¢hief, what I am anxious about is that the pro- ;
cedure be settled and be certain, If Lhﬂ Tribunal desires that the - |
», ~,, °
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16 Sep 1947

MEVORANDUM FOR: Mr. Sutton

FROM : EDWARD P. MONAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT : Defense Witness

1. Please find attached hereto list of material available on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

D EFENDANT

Witness General

WITNESS | LIST OF MATERTAL AVATTARLE

OBASHI, Tatsuo Curriculum Vitae
K

SRy )

=

2. Please acknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300.

LA

Inecl EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
(Described abave)
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CURRICULUM VITEE

Name: OHASHI, Tatsuo
Social Status: Samurail Class :
Born: 31, Aug. 1891 at Permanent Domicile

Permanent Domicile:

Names and Dates of Birth of Family Members:

Mother: _
Elder Brother:
1]

Younger Brother
Elder Sister:
Uncle:

Aunt:

Wife:

Eldest Son:
Second Son:

Third Son:
Eldest Daughter:

HIRO, Born on March 9th 1867
KEIZO, Born on Feb. 2nd 1887
MAKOTO, Born on May 3rd, 1889
KOZO, Born on Jan 2nd 1894

No.85 HIGASHI 1 Ban ONOMACHI, ONO DISTRICT,
FIKUI PREFECTURE

Name removed from farmily Register

MASA, Born on April 4th 1885

Name removed from Femily Register

MOTOJIRO Born on Feb 19th 1870
SHIGE, Born on Jan 24th 1875
NASE, Born on Feb 20th, 1897
Married on Dec 7th 1917
KOHET, Born on Nov 24th 1919
HIDEHIKO, Born on Jan 30th, 1921
Died on July 8th, 1922

YASUSHI, Born on Aug. 19th, 1923

YASTKO, Born on March 9th 1926

$ & 3 % ¥ X £ 3 & X &£ & &k & % ¥ % £ % %

Date Government Service Career

Sep 11 1909 Entered the Naval Academy.

Jul 17 1912 Graduated from the Naval Academy.
Appointed Naval fadet. _
Ordered to serve on the SOYA.

Aug 22 * Leaving JINSEN, went on a cruse to DAIREN
and PORT ARTHUR,

Sep 4 * Returned to SASEHO. (Returned to Japan
temporarily)

Dec 5 * Left YCKOSUEA on a cruise to AUSTRALIA and

returned to YOKOSUKA on 2lst April, 1913

May 1 1913 Relieved of duties on the SOYA and ordered %o

man the CHIKUMA. The 2nd Fleet.

Dec 1 1913 Commissioned as Second Sublieutenant.
Assigned to the CHIKUMA for study.
The 2nd Fleet.

Name of Office

Navy Academy

Navy Ministry
n

Cabinet




Jan 30 1914

Feb 28 1914

Mar 23 1914

Apr - 1 1914

110 b Sl
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Sep L4 1914

Sep 15 1914
Sep 26 1914

Oct 20 1914

Nov 15 °

Nov 28 1914
Sep 21 1915

Oct 12 1915

Page 2

Awarded the Senior Grade of the 8th Court Rank.

Left JINSEN on a cruise to CHINA (on guard)
and returned to CHIN-NAM-PO on 26th March.

Relieved of study duties on the CHIKUMA.
The CHIKUMA. The First Reserve ship.

Relieved of duties on the CHIKUMA and assigned
to the TSUSHIMA. (The Third Reserve ship)

The TSUSHIMA (The Third Fleet)

Left SASEHO on a cruise to CHINA (on guard)
and reached KEELUNG on the 18th of the same

month. (Returned to Japan temporarily).
Left MAKO on the 25th of the same month.

(on guard)

Breaking out of War with Germany.
Saved in the War from this day.

Left MAKO, Returned to MAKO on the 9th of the
same month. (Returned to Japan temporarily)

Left KEFLUNG. Returned to MAKO on the 20th of
the same month. (Returned to Japan Temporarily)

Left MAKO. Returned to MAKO on the Lth of Oct.
(Returned to Japan Temporarily)

Left MAKO. Returned to MAKO on the 30th of the
seme month. (Returned the Japan temporarily)

Left MAKO. Reached SASEHO. (Returned to Japan
temporarily)

Left SASEHD. Returned to SASEHO on the 24th of
the same month. (Returned to Japan temporarily)

Left SASEHO.
Reached SASEHO (Returned to Japan temporarily)

Relieved of duties on the TSUSHIMA and assigned
to the MATZURU Naval Station.

imer ial
Household .
Ministry

Navy Ministry .

Navy Ministry

-
L |
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Nov 6 1915

Nov 6 1915

Nov 7 1915

Nov 10 1915

Dec 13 *

Dec 13 "

Jan 21 1916

Jun 1 °©

Dec¢ 1 °*

Dec 1 1916

June 26 1917

Oct 1 .

v

Page 3

While an official duty on the TSUSHIMA in
Aug. of 1915, was taken ill with stomach-
ache and ligquid stool diarrhoea and was
taken to the MAIZURU Naval Hospital on
4th October. After recuperating there,
health became finally restored, and
returned to service on this day.

Ordered to serve under the Commander of the
MATZURU Naval Barracks. The commander in-
: Chief of MATZURU
Naval Station.
Awarded the 6th Class Order of the Single
Rays of the Rising Sun and the sum of
¥400 for meritorious services in the

1914-1915 Campaign. Decoration Board
Awarded the 1914-1915 Service Medal. ”
Awarded the Coromation Medal as per Imperial

Crdinance No. 15i. »
Awarded the Coronation Medal as per Imperial

Ordinance No.lHj. .
Appointed Sub-Lieutenant. Cabinet
Reliesed of duties at the MAIZURU Naval

Station. Navy Ministry
Ordered to become ordinary Course student

of the Navael Gunnery School, -

Raised to the Junior Grade of the 7th Court
Rank, Imp. Household
Ministry

Graduated from the Ordinary Course of the Naval

Gunnery School. and became an ordinary Course
Student of the Naval Torpedo Sehool. Navy Ministry

Graduated from Ordinafy Course of the Naval
Torpedo School. "

Assigned to the CHIHAYA. (The second Reserve
ship) ‘

Filed application for marriage permit, which
was granted on July 5th.

The CHIHAYA. (The First Reserve ship)
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Dec 1 1917

May 3 1918

Jul. 15 1918

Aug 10 1918

Nov 2 1918

Dec 1 1918

Sep 25 1919

Dec 1 1919

Dec 1 1919

Dec 18

Jan 20 1920

Sep 15 =

Sep 22 1990

Page U

Relieved of duties on the CHIHAYA and was assigned to the

4Lth Submarine Flotilla. (The second Fleet) Navy Ministry
Granted First Class

Granted application for 21 days Jjourney
to TEYO with additional four days allotted

According to Secretariate No. 2978 increase was
made in counting the period at the front,

Relieved of current post.

Nominated an Advanced Course stud
Naval Torpedo School.

Assigned to the First Submarine Flotilla

Headquarters during the Special Grand Manoeuvres
of 1919. From Oct 11 To Qet -

Promoted to First Lieutenant. Cabinet

Graduated from the Advanced Course of the Naval
Torpedo School, Navy Ministry

Appointed Submarine Captain of the 11%n Submerine
?10t111at

Designated for duty on Submarine No. 7 (Submerine
on guard) 11th Submarine

Flotilla
Transferred to Submarine No.5 from Submarine
No.7. (Submarine on guard ) "
Raised to the Senior Grade of the 7th Court
Rank, Imperial House-
Hold Ministry

Concurrontly appointed Instructop of the Naval
Submarine School. Navy Ministry

Concurrently appointed Captain of Submarine °
No.7

1lth Submarine -
Flotilla

BN el i

T
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Dec 1 1921
Apr 1 1921

Apr 30 1921

Apr 30 1921

Nov. 1 1920

Auvg 1 1921
Oect 20 1921

Dec 1 1921

Dec 20 1921

Mar 1 1922

Mar 15 1922

May 1 1922
Nov 1 1920

Dec 1 1922

Dec 15 1922

Relieved of current post end appointed Captain

of Submarine No.5 No. change in concurrent post. Navy Ministry

Concurrently appointed Ceptain of Submarines
HOB. 3 llﬁ hll ’

Fitting-out-Personnel of Submarine No.34. .

The posts of submarine Captain /T.N. probably/
became automatically extenct on account of
the withdrawal of Submarines Nos. 344, and
5 from the Navy by Confidential Order No. 161.

Awarded the 5th Grade Tmper ial Order of the
Sacred Treasure and ¥400 for meritorious

services in the 1915-1920 Campa ign. Decoration
Board
Awarded the 1914-1920 War Medal. "

Relieved of current post and assigned to Sub-

marine No.34. Navy Ministry

Submarine on guard belonging to the KURE Naval
Station.

Granted the 2nd Class Salary. o

The 16th Submerine Flotilla. (Enrolled in the
First Submarine Squadron)

Relieved of duties on Submarine No.3l4 and appointed
Acting Ceptain of Submarine No.20 (Submarine
on guard belonging to the KURE Naval Station) "

Concurrently appointed Instructor of the Naval Sub-
marine School. "

Grented the application for seven days' journeying
to the suburb of TEYO for the purpose of putt-
ing family affairs in order. Returned on Mey 7th.

Awarded the Victory Medal according to the Victory

Medal Regula tions. Decorations
Board.

Relieved of duties of Acting Captain of Submarine
No.20 and appointed solely as Instructor at the
Naval Submarine School. Navy Ministry

Concurrently appointed Division Officer of the
Naval Submarine School. .

- & Y » e
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Dec 1 1923

May 30 1924

Oct 1 1924

Oct 21 1924

Dec 1 1924
Feb 16 1925

Dec 1 1925

Aug 25 1926

Sep 1 1926

Nov 11 1926
Nov 11 1926

Jan 10 1927

Jan 11 ¥

. - - ro e Y 90 b e TRy ¥
- g -

Page 6 1

Granted the First Class salary. Navy Ministry

-
- W a8 -
- u N

Relieved of both the main and concurrent
posts and appointed Acting-Captain of
Submarine No.32 (Naval Station Submarine |
on Guard) |

Boarded ship on S9th June at SASEHD and: left
the said ship on 2nd Dec 1925. ,

The forms of written appointments were amefnd-
ed by Navy personnel No.79.

The name of the Submarine /T.N. probably Sub-
merine No.32/ was changed to Ro-Go Submarine
No.4 by Confidential Order No.253 (Enacted
on Nov 1)

} .
SASEHD Naval Station submarine on guard.

Raised to the Junior Grade of the 6th Court

Rank, Imp. Household
Ministry
Promoted to Lieutenant-Commander. - Cabinet

Relieved of current post and appointed Captain
of Submarine No.60 (The 1lst Fleet)

Left the Ro-Go Flotilla omn Aug 31, 1926.  Navy Ministry

Relieved of current post and assigned to the
SASEHD Naval Station.

Ordered to serve under the direction of the
Commander of the SASER) Naval Defence Corps. SASEH) Naval
Station

Attached to Commander of the 23rd Submarine

Flotilla. - SASEHD Naval
Defence Corps

Disignated for duty on Submarine Ro-Go No.}

23rd Submarine
Flotilla.

Relieved of being attached to the Commander
of the Twenty-third Submarine Flotilla. SASEBO Naval

Unit for Land
Defence
Attached to the Commander of the Twenty-
fifth Submarine Flotilla.
Assumed duties on the same. "

Designated to serve on board "B"* Thirtieth Sub-

marine (The First Reserve Submarine.) 25 Submarine
Flotilla

__.______———-_—J




Mar 1 1927

Dec 1

May 31 1928

Jun 21 *

Jul 26

Nov 16 1928

"

Page 7
Appointed Captain of the "B" 25 Submarine
(First Reserve Submarine) Belonged
to the Third Fleet from October 1 till
October 30, Navy Ministry

Appointed a member of Temporary Cormittee for
Experiments and Investigations re Submarines.
He was allowed to be relieved of the said post

88 the result of abolishment of the Regulations ‘

of the Temporary Committee for Experiments
and Investigations re Submarines,

Took 21 off-days and stayed in KURE City by

suffering from pyelitis and 8imul taneously
dochmiases (hook-worm disease)

Resumed duties by having become Perfectly cured.

Entered the KURE Hospital for 21 days by suffering
from pyelitis, |

Additional 21 days.
Additional 21 days.

Decorated with the 4Lth Class Imperial Order of
the Sacred Treasure. ' Board of

Decorations

Changed the health resort to HmmnTAGo-cho.
‘'KURE City.

Appointed the Chief Torpedo Officer amd con-
currently Division Officer of the HARUMA .

The Second Fleet. Navy Ministry
Awarded the Medal in Commemoration of the

-

Imperial Enthronement by the Imperial Ordinance

No.188 of 1928, Board of Decorations
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1
Nov 30 1929  Appointed the Chief Torpedo Officer and |
concurrently Pivision Officer of the
HYUGA (The Second Reserve warship) Navy Ministry "2
u Mer 15 1930 Conferred the Senior 6th Grade of Imperial '*
r Court Rank. Ministry of i
| Imperial House- |
| =
[
F Sep 1 °* HYUGA (the First Reserve warship)
) Dec 1 1931 Promoted to Commander. Cabinet |
A Sep 12 1932 Appointed an umpire of the Navel Exercises of |
Oct 15 HYUGA; (the First Reserve warship).
| Dec 1 ° Appointed Cormander of the 24th Submarine

Flotilla ("B" 63rd Submarine).

Assumed the duties on the 2nd of saine month; @
left the duties on Nov. 19, 1934. . |

TR G £ 4

Apr 20 1933 Concurrently appointed Commender of the 25th Submarine
Flotilla. ("B* 29th Submarine).

| Assumed the duties on the 25th of the same

| month; left the duties Nov. 21, 1933. Navy Ministry
! :
| Sep 1 Additionally appointed Captain of the *B®
68th Submerine. .
Dec 1 ¢ Relieved of the additional appointment as
Captain of the "B" 68th Submerine. "
Nov. 15 * Relieved of the additional post as Commander
of the 25th Submarine Flotilla. 4
~ Nov. 15 1934 Appointed a member of the Submarine Department
of KURE N&v Yard. X
Dec 1 *¢ Additionally appointed an Inspector of Shipbuild- |
ing Department as well as an Inspector of the =
Torpedo Department of KURE Navy Yard. " |

Jan 18 1935 Attached to the Temporary Second Submerine Squadron
Headquarters from Jan. 21, 1935 till Feb. 26. "

ks " -
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1934 Apr 29

1935 Jan 22

Apr 15

1935 Dec 2

1936 Dec 1

1936 Nov. 2

1937 Apr 6

1938 Nov 1

1939 Nov 15

1940 Mey 15

1940 Nov 6

Rl

& i
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-
Granted 290 Yen in recognition of services :
in the 1931-1934 Incident. Board of '.
Decorations

Awarded the War Medal of the 1931-1934 Incident. "

Designated to serve on board the CHOGEI. Second Sub- .
mar ine Squadron

Conferred the Junior 5th Grade of Imperial

Court Rank, Ministry of
Imperial House-
hold

Relieved of the additional posts. Navy Ministry
Promoted to Captain. Cabinet

Appointed the Head of the lst Section anmd
concurrently a Member of the KURE Naval

Stores Department. Navy Ministry
Decorated with the Third Class Imperieal
Order of the Sacred Treasure. Board of
’ Decorations

Additionary appointed the Head of the Second

Section of the KURE Naval Stores Department.
Navy Ministry

Relieved of the additional post of the Head of
the Second Section of the KURE Naval Stores

Department. .
Additionally appointed the Head of the General -

Affairs Section of KURE Naval Stores Department.
Navy Ministry

Attached to the KURE Naval District Station. .
Ordered to serve under the Chief of the KURE
H&'y Yard. Commander-ine
Chief

Conferred the Senior Fifth Grade of Imperial

Court Rank. Ministry of
Tmperial House-

hold

Appointed Ceptain of the Spedal Service

Warship NOJIMA . Navy Ministry
Assumed the office Nov. 12 1940; left

the office Aug. 16, 1941.
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1940 Nov 6 SENTENCE OF PUNISHMENT
Captain Tatsuo OHASHI

Vhen you were on duty as the Captain of the Special
Service warship NOJIMA, she sailed off Y(KOSUKA at 9 o'clock
February 16, 1941 for SASEBO via KOBE on transportation duty
under your command. On her way she carried on safely
and at 1500 of the following 17th, at the point of 27 degrees
south and L incles west of ICHIEZAKI Light-house, which had
been confirmed by measurement, she changed the course to
North 35 West. Her speed was ebout 10 knots, number of
revolution was 60 and at that time the weather was wet,
atmospheric pressure was 765.5 mm, atmospheric temperature
was 13°, the direction of the wind was Northeast, its
speed was 6 m/sec; the sea was calm and the rang of
visibility was about 8 miles. From then on, you and
Tadeo IIBUCHI, Lieutenant, Naval Reserve service, Chief
Navigation officer were on the bridge and took charge of
inspection of sterring as well as loock-out duties.

At 17%0 when the ship was presumed to be at the position
of 55° south and 4 miles west of HINOMISAKT Light-house,
she changed the course to North..

After this change of course, a dense fog prevailed and
the limit of visibility was suddenly lessened; hereafter
no lend was seen. At 1800 Bizo KAJIYA, Sub-lieutenant,
Navel Special Service, a Division Officer, took turns with
Shimpei YOKOYAMA, Lieutenant. Naval Reserve Service,
officer on duty and took charge of control of the ship.

At that time you judged the position of the ship as
48 degrees North end 4.2 ‘miles West of HINOMISAKT Light-
house based upon the range report by the range-taker with
reference to HINOMISAKT Light-house as well as the position
of the ship measured by the Chief Navigation Officer from
the chenge of orientation of the beacon, while the Chief
Navigation Officer judged the ship as being more 1o the
left of the presumed position and especially 1.7 miles more
Westward than the projected course.

Although at 18%0, 'you saw a steamer crossing from star-
board side to port side at the distance of nearly 2,000

meters from your ship, you felt no anxiety about the position
of the ship and believed that you would be able to see the

said beacon again if you would contimue the same course paying

attention not to go into the dark erea of the beacon of
TOMOGASHIMA; on the other hand, the Chief Navigation Officer

considered it was dangerous to keep to the present course and
thought it better to change the cocurse from ten to fifteen

degrees to the right, but taking into consideration your
intention to avoid going into the dark area of the beacon of

o s R e e ]
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TOMOGSHIMA, he did not advise definitely; thus the
two aboved-mentioned took 2000 for the limit to go
forward from the point of view of the error of the
position of the ship and the course was kept unchanged.

At 1920, the Chief Navigation Officer judged that
it was dangerous to keep to the present course and advised
to change the course from 10 to 15 degrees eastward;
as at 1932, you also felt anxiety a little about the
position of the ship, you ordered to change the course to
North 10 degrees East and got the report from the officer
on duty that the needle of the compass had settled, and
then you ordered to change the course another 5 degrees
eastwardd 80 the officer on duty settled the needle at
North 15 East and confirmed tlat there was no mistake in
the operation of the steersman by the aid of the compass.

As the visibility range was getting worse at about
1947, the Chief Navigation Officer advised you to the
effect that the speed should be reduced as it looked
dangerous, and you ordered slow speed forward (neerly 6
knots, 40 rotations) at 1950, at 1953 "prepare for navi-
gation in fog®" and then *get ready with the search-lights".

At eabout 2001, you found the light of TOMOGASHIMA Light
house at the direction of 45 degrees to the right of your
ship, that is to say North 60° East, end although it was
found that direction was unexpectedly large from the bow,
you did not consider thet the danger wae near at hand. And
then both the Chief Navigation Officer and the Officer on
duty caught sight of the said light and the Chief Navigation
Officer judged that the direction of the ship was considerably
deflected to the left, or otherwise she mmst be in the
Channel, and when he caught sight oihg light to the left
just in front 1 the ship, he though t might be the light
of the land near AIKAWA Village, on the Southern East of
AWAJI Island; but when he heard sound like waves dashing
against the beach, he perceived that the coast wes very near,
and therefore asked you to stop using the search-light
in order to as certain the position of the ship; but
at 2003 you ardered "Start the search light" for fear of
the danger on the left side and let the officer on duty
light the area between the bow and 45 degrees left but
nothing was found, wherefor the light was soon put off; at
2008 when the Chief Navigation Officer was endeavoring to
measure the direction in order to accurately locate the
ship's position on the strength of the light of the TOMOGASHIMA
Light-house, the ship ran aground at Cape IKISHI on the south-
ern coast of AWAJI Island, west of TOMOGASHIMA Channel without
meking any great shock felt en the bridge.




-‘ r :

Page 12

As soon as you had perceived the running asground
you,ordered at once "Stop® and then "Go storn, average
speed", but as you were afraid of drawing on danger
thereby, you ordered at once "Stop®, invest igated
évery part, ordered the pumping out of water, and thus
tried to run the ship afloat with her own power by

taking advantage of the high tide at 2250; but the aim
\ could not be attained. Therefore a part of the sand
balkst was cast into the sea and consequently at 0730
of the next day the 18th, she refloated herself by her
own power and after taking emergency measures, she put
into SASEBO Port at 830 on 21st of the same month via
KOBE. By this accident the ship suffered damages in
the outer plates of both sides, side bulpheads, ribs,

etc., representing dock repairs costing nearly 395 500

By considering the matter precisely, the cause of

' running eground may be attributed to the inadequate
f handling by the Chief Navigation Officer but it was minly

caused by the facts that (1) you had no concrete ides
about the limit of deviation of the position of the ship
and roughly estimated 2000 as the limit of sailing on;
(2) you did not take soundings that method is very useful
in navigation in a narrow visual range; (3) Your judge-

ment and measures at time of spotting the light of
TOMOGASHIMA were inappropriate.

As you were commissioned as Ceptein of the special
duty ship after six years service on land apd nct much
time has elaped since you had been on duty on board,
and moreover as the actual econditions were such that
the duty on the bridge, at that time had to be entrusted
to the Chief Navigation 0fficer, Reserve Officer and
Warrant Officer; in addition to which westher conditions made
navigation rather difficult, the aforesaid extenuating
circumstances may be taken into congideration; but as the
Captain of the special Duty Ship who shoulders full res-
ponsibility as regard Safety, you cannot evade responsibility
for not having adopted full precautions. Your conduct
- corresponds to the Clause 11 of Art. 9 of Navel Punishment
Regulations, so according to Arts. 11 and 12, you are
ordered to confine yourself for three days.

T ——— ————— e = - =

e

But you sfmll be on duty in the ship during your
confinement.

Tokutaro, SUMIYAMA

Cormander-in-Chief of SASERO
Naval Station

T Teeapee PRIV IS | g ) SR I R r W R D —
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1941 Aug 11
* Dec 4
1942 Apr 10
Apr 27

Apr 28

1940 Apr 29

1942 Apr 29
1943 Sep 15

1943 Dec 5
Dec 7

1944 Maxr 1

1944 Oct 15
Dec 10

1945 Jan 15

Page 13

Appointed Commander of the Yj§h Gun Boat Flotilla. Navy Ministry

Granted special salary. Navy Ministry
Attached to the SASEBO Naval Station. .
Placed on the waiting list. '
Placed on the First Reserve list officer. "
Grantedthe sum of 5,559 Yen for special diligence

during actual service. g
Ordered for Replacement duty. .
Ordered to the SASFBO Naval Station (arrived

Apr 28) .
Attached to the SASEBO Naval Station. .

Ordered to serve under the direction of the Chief

of Staff of SASEBO Naval Station. Command er-in-
Chief
Granted special salary. Navy Ministry

Appointed the Captain of the Ship RI0O DE JANEIRO
Maru. -
Assumed duty Msy 8, 1942 .

Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Middle Cordon
of the Rising Sun and granted the sum of 1300 yen
in recognition of services in the CHINA Incident.
Board of
Decorations

Awarded the War Medal of the CHINA Incident. "

Appointed Commander of Ship RIO DE JANEIRO.
Left post Dec. 7, 1943

Navy Ministry
Attached to the KURE Naval Station. "
Attached to the YOKOSUKA Naval Station. "

Appointed Commandrr of Navigation of the lst
Marine Escort. "

Promoted to Rear Admiral Cabinet

According to No.2010 of the Secretariat Personnel

Secret, became the Commander of Navigation of the
1st Escort Squadron.

Appointed Naval Atsache on duty at MOJI and

concurrently attached to the Headquarters of the
lst Escort Squadron, Head of the MOJI Branch of
KURE Naval Transportation Department, Head of the




1945 Jan 22
1945 May 1

Jun 10

Sep 20
1945 Sep 1

1946 Jun 15

MOJI Branch of Shipping Guard Department anmd :
a Member of tleShipping Rescue Headquarters.

Relieved of duties of 7th Navigation Commander.

Concurrently appointed Commander of MOJI Harbors
Guard Unit.

Relieved of the concurrent post as Head of the

Navy Ministry

MOJI Branch of KURE Naval Transportation Depart-

, ment.

Relieved of the concurrent duties as Head of the
Member of the Shipping Rescue Headquarters.

Discharged from Replacement Service.

Conferred the junior L4th grade of the Imperial
%urt Rank,

Abolition of the Naval Officers Limitation
Orismnoo per Imperial Ordinmance No.322 of
1946,

Ministry of
Imperial House-
hold
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DRF. DOC. #1954 - Translated by
AR | Defense lLanguage Branch

INTPRNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THF FAR TAST

TE® UNTTRY STATRS OF AMFRICA, et al

\ sworn Deposition
Deponent ; -= OHASHI, TatsroO

Having first duly sworn &n oath as on attached sheet

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

T hereby depoéé ags follows.

Q.- Your place of residence, name and date of birth please.

pA.- 57, 4=Chome Den en chofu, oota Ward, Tokyo City.

Tatsuo Oohashl
pate of birthe: 31st August 1891 (24 Melji)

Q.- What was your ranl at the time of the Surrender?

A.- Rear-Admiral in the Reserves.

Q.- Please glve a short history of your service in the Navy.

A.- I served as gsubmarine captaln, commander of & submarine

Military Supplies section, Captain of the submarine tender

Noshima. In August 1941 (Showa 16) I was appointed
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD ' Page 4203
September 2. 1947 —

DEFEVSE - Division V - Pacific ; £

POW Y
O7"ASHI - Direct

27315 DIRECT EXAMINATION OF OHASHI, TﬂTSUO
by Mr. Roberts. -

The witness identified exhibit No. 3061 as his affi-
davit, and verified it. The witness stated that after the
surrender he was a Reserve Rear Admiral. From May 1942 until
December 1943 he served as commander of the Rio de Janeiro
Maru, which was a diesel-engined passenger transport of
10,000 tons, capable of 16 knots. The Navy conscripted the
ship and converted it into an auxiliary submarine tender.

It was a two-masted, single funnel ship, passenger type. The-
masts and funnel were green, the rest grey. Such colors were
adopted to avold long-range detection by enemy submarines.

In April, 1942, she salled to Kwajelein for the Midway opera-
tion, and in June returned to Sasebo. She left Sasebo for
Penang in July, and was attacked by an enemy submarine off
FIC and damaged. She entered Singapore for repairs, and on
completion sailed for Surabaya in December 1942.

27319 * From January to October 1943 she was occasionally
engaged in transport duty, with Surabaya as a base. As
Surabaya was a submarine base, unless submarines required ad-
vance bases there was no need for tenders, but there was a
shortage of ships, and that was why she transported personnel
and military supplies, including weapons and ammunition. She
operated in Java, Borneo, Celebes, New Guinea, Anbon, the
Philippines, Sunda, Timor etec. She never transported
patients. The first time they touched on Anbon was the mlddle
of January 1943, and he thought they touched there about
twice between that time and March the same year. They stopped
at Anbon for local transportation of personnel and supplies.

27320 * They always anchored at Anbon for a day or two.

He could not remember whether POWs were used by the
local troops for loading freight, and they never took patients
aboard at Anbon. The crew was approximately 300, and the
necessary personnel were armed.

In April, 1942, the ship was under the direct
command of the Combined Fleet and belonged to the 5th Sub-
marine Squadron. After June 1942 she was attached to the
5th Submarine Squadron. In September, 1943, she was made an
auxiliary transport, and was sent back to Japan for refitting.

27321 * He heard that she was sunk in Truk in 1943.
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The Rio de Janeiro Maru never assumed Red Cross
insignia while the witness was aboard. When he read in the
papers that an Allied POW testified that the ship had used
Red Cross insignia at Ambon, he wondered how such a mistake

had been possible. There was no hospital ship by the name
Rio de Janeiro  Maru,

. There was no cross-examination by the prosecution,
but the attention of the Court was called to pages 13,990 to
14,023 of the record.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY THE TRIBUNAL.

ol g e e AN

27322 * The witness stated that the Rio de Janeiro had
transported POWs, and he believed it was June or July 1943,

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. ROBERTS

vl

The witness stated that they had originally planned
to transport POWS from Makassar to Surabaya, but before entering

the harbor they found that it had been mined and changed course
and landed in Batavia.

-
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27323 * There was nothing to indicate on the ship that
she was carrying POWs.
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DRF, DOC., #1954

Commander of the 14th Gunboat Squadron ard in April 1942
(Showa 17) was relerated to the reserves. On the very

same day of my relegation however, I was recalled 1into

service. During the Paciflc War f held the foliowing'-

posts.

From May 1942 (Showsg 17) till Ueptember 1943 (Showa 18)

Captain of the Rlo de Janeiro Yaru.

—

From September 1943 (Showa 18) till December 1943
(Showa 18) |

r

Commanicr of tche Rio de Janelro Maru. (Ghe same boat
having been ccaverted into a transport.)
From March 1944 (Showa 1{, ti1ll January 1945 (Showa 20)
Transport Commander of lat‘Esoorﬁ Fleet.
vrom January 1945 (Showa 20) till the surrender.
vaval Attache at Moji.
Q.- Wﬁat type of ship was the Rlo de Jeneiro Maru?
A.- She was a diesel~engined passenger-transport snlp
' displacing 10,000 tons and capable of a maximum 16 knots;
owned by the Osaka Shosen (0.S.K.) which had assigned her
to ite South American Service. The Navy had conscripted
this ship and had converted her into an guxiliary
submarine tender.
Q.- What was the outward aspect of the shlp?

A §pg_3ggqg_two-ma§§ed, single~-funneled ship of the

e ——— e e p—

passenger type.
b Lt b
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The upper parts of the masts and of the funnel were
painted green, the rest of the ship being painted grey.
Q.- Why were such colors adopted? |
A.- Its was to avoid long-range detection by enemy submarines.
Q.- Please give an account of the activities of the Rio de
Janeilro Maru after you  assumed her command.
A+~ In April 1942 she salled to Kwajelin there to stand hy
for the 1'idway operation, brt in June of the same year
she returned to Sasebo, After leavini Sasebo for Penang

in July of the same year, she was attacked by an enemy

submarine en route off the coast of French Indo-China
and damaged; She entered Simgapore harbor for repairs.
On completion of repalrs in December 1942 she salled
for Surabaja.

From January till October 1943 she was occasionally
engaged in transport duty, wsing Surabaya as base for her
activities,

Qe~ Why was she used for transport duty?

A.~ A8 Sirabaya was a submarine base, unless submarines re-
quired use of advanced bases, there was no need for
tenders. On the other hand there was a shortage of shlps.

Q-.= What did she transport?

A.~ Personnel and military supplies. r

Qe= Would weapons and ammunition be included in the above?

-3 -

¥y
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A.¥ of coarée they would be inclvded.

Q.~ In what areas did she operate? -

Ae=- In Ja-a, Borneo, Celebes, New Guinea, Anbon, the 2 ' -
Fhilippines, th> Small Sunca Archipelaro. Timor etce

Qe~ Did you eve transport patiénta?

Ao NO, neveIre

Q.= When did you ouch Anbon?
A.- The 1st time was in the middle of January 1943+ I1f I

remember rightly, we touched at that port about twice |
betwoen that time and March of the same year. |

Q.- What was the objfect in stopping a* Anbon?

A.- It wus for purposes of local transportation of personnel ;

and military supplles.

Q.- For approximately how many days did you anchor at Anbon 3

when you stopped there?

A.~ Always for a day or two. |
:

Q.- Were POW's used by the local troops in the loading and

U—Wﬂ-—_

unlc-ding of frelight?

Ae= I do not remembere.

st S _
d.- Did you ever take patients aboard at /nbcn?

A!- Never.

Qe~ What approximately was the crew of the Rio de Janel:0

Maru?

A+~ Approximately 300+ —

A" -
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Qo=
Ae—
Qe

, At-

Ae=

Was the crew armed? . -
The necess ary personnel were armed.

Under what command was the Rio de Janeiro Maru subordi-
| (

nate?

In April 1942 she was under the direct command of the

__ﬂ"—-—__

Combined Fleet, and belongcd to the 5th Submarine

. ——— e ————

Squadron. Put from Yune 1942 onwards she wac attached

to thes\ubmarine Unit of the ﬁﬁuth Western Fleet.

What happened to the Rio de =neiro Maru after September

19437
As in September 1943 she was turned over to the auxiliary
transport category, she was sent back to the Japanese
mainland for refitting,

After that for a time she was in the HARIMA Dockyards
belng refitted. I hear that she was sunk in Truk in
February 1944 after completion of the refitting. I

left her in December of the same year.

Did the Rio de Janeiro Maru ever assume the Red Cross
- _“-‘-\—-—-—_

insignia during the time you were aboard her?%

ﬂh——_—_—_ T —

No, she never did.

e ————

When * read in the papers that an Australian POW or it

may have been a Pow of another naetion, stood as g witﬂéss

in the International Tribuanil to testify that the Rio

de Janeiro Maru had used the Red Cross sign at Anbon, T
- 5 o .
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could not help but wonder how such a mistake had been - - e
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possible.
Q.- Was there a naval hoép{Egl ship by the name of Rio de

—

1Janiro Maru?

A.~ T never heard mention of such a shilps

-

on this 10 day of July, 1947

at Tokyo |
DRPONFNT /S/ Ohashi Tatsuo (seal) ,

I, SOMIYA, Shinji, hereby certify that the above state=

—-—_—#—_

ment wes sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature

and seal thereto in the presence of this Witness.

On the same daﬁe, at Togzo

Wwitnesss: -/S/ SOMIYA, Shinji (seal)

OATH

n accordance with my consclence I gwear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothinge.
/s/ ohashi Tatsuo (seal)




