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ARAKI, Sadac, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION

DEPONENT s SAWAMOTO, Yorio

laving first duly sworn o.. oath as on attached

sheet end in accordance with the procedure followed

ir my country, I hereby depose as follows.
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pefense Doc. 495  (Corrected Page 1)

I was Vice Minister of the Navy during my term of office from
April 1941 (16th year of Showa) to July 1944 (19th yeer of Shtowa),

As Lt. General KIMURA (et that time) was Vice Minister of
Wwer during his term of office from Apfil 1941 (16th year of Showa)
to Merch 1943 (18th year of Showa), I had official relations, &S
his colleague, during Lt. General KIMURA's tenure of office as
vice Minister of War; but other then that, I haed no connection at
a1l with him, neither before nor after the said period.

During the time that I was Vice Minister of the Navy the
reguletions concerning tho duties end responsibilities of thet
office were construed to mean snd were placed in practice &s follows:

(1) Acsording to the Government orgenization, the Vice
Minister is to assist the liinister in the latter's capacity as the
Chief Administraetive officisl and there 1is no gtipulation by virtue
of which the former ought to help the Minister in his character of
'inister of State.

(2) Before the Vice Minister could act as proxy for the
¥inister, the Cabinet must grant pernission by speclal proceedings,
the Minister not heving the authority to give such orders otherwise,

(3) From the view point of the Covernment orgenization, only
the Minister, and not the Vice Minister, has & right of direction
and commend, authority over personnel matters, and power to punish
over each of the Bureaus snd Divisions. The Vice Minister can do
no more than to lend a helping hand by expressing his opinion on
these matters to the Minister, with the exception, however, of
persons who, in sonformity with the regulations, s&re in the service
by order of the Vice Minister; for examplé, Navy Archives (Officials,

(L) From the view point of the Government orgenizetion, chlefe
of each of the Bureaus and Divisions ére difectly responsible

to the Minister for the business in his derartment &nd directs
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and supervises in that office the respective bus iness of each of
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the Divisions and Sections.
. common w0 the official

(5) Aosording tn 47 y s ale Ladd i%

: . e i
' organization of each mini&txy, §% 18 mIToLIaed +hat “the Vice f
{ vinister helps t he Minisuer, g just 4.-,artmentad =ffairs and ﬁ

supervises the business of eansn Buresu and Division."

a. "Adjustment o1 departmental 4ffairs" has, for .

coordination of the business in each of the h

Buresus &nd Div isions and carrying out of smooth execution of the

affairs betwesl Bureeus and Divisions. ngsides this, he attends

to the metters antrusted tO him end verious functions whizh do not

belong to &ny of the Burssus OF Divisions &nd other niscellaneous

netters.

b, "Supervision of business! neans here supervision

of business 1O be carried out bY the Vice inister in the sense of
helping the Vinister as an agsistent since sniafs of bureaus and
divisions, gccording ﬁo the Governmenﬁ orgenization, are
respeztively deal ing with the matters for whish they &are responsible
irecting end supervising tne business of gach Buregu, Division
and Section Dby order of the Ministsre .

Accordingly, the Vice Minister has 1o authority 1o direct,

comm&énd or cancel the business speciully assigned tO each of the

Buresus &nd Divisions. In cases necessitating direction, command

or cuncellation, he has no otner recourse then tO express his
opinion to the Minister and ewait his instructions.

(6) The Visce vinister has no authority to denide matters

other then thoSe which are assigned to him end, of course, 0O right
to command outside his jurisdiction. scordingly, &s tO t he

matters other than those wnizch 4TS assigned to him, sven though an

approvel of the Vice Ninistsr is lacking, it 1is not unlawful SO
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long &s an approval of the Minister exists. Actually, in the

Nuvy Ministry the Vice Minister does not, by usage, take part in
the nomination end appointment of personnel. f
(7) 1In csse of establishing regulstions or giving orders
in cenersl, sush as ministerial ordin&nces, notifications. and ;
instructions, ets., they ere issued in ths namé of the Minister;
snd there sre neny cases, though it 1s astually the order of the
Minister, in which the Minister's name is 1ot used &ccording to
slerisul usage. Instead, notificetions by order in the name of
tha Vice Minister ere ususlly issued.
(8) 4c:ordingly, & Vice Minlster's notification by order
is uothing rore then a communisation in writing made in the name
of the Vice Minister of what has been decided by the Minister.
(9) The Vice liinister's notification,whizh is different
fram the Vice Minister's notification by order of the Minister,
is issued in connestion with metters essigned to the Vice liinister
in uscordence with the nfficial.kusiness rogulations, etc,
vmen there is & Cabinet chenge, no member of the Navy
Ministrv is effected* cxcept the Nevy Minister, I du not remember
of eny cass in which the Vice Minister of the Navy was changoed as
s rasult of & politicel change, I resmained in office as Vice
Miristzr of the Nevy from KONOYE's third cebinet to TCJIC's Cebinet;
however, it wes nnly due to ussge &nd heéd no spaeciel me&ning.
o . I, just the sume &s the Vice Minlster of other ministries,
. .8 requested to be & committee men or councillor of various
| coms ittees, but it was only nomin.l sO thet I do not remeber even
the number end title of the orgenizetions to whisch I belonged. i
acordirgly, I faeiled to attend most of these committesc meetings.
or. rere oczasions, I did attend sowc of these meetings, but in many
ccsas it was cellced nominally &nd the ir ocecdings of such meetings
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hed alrseady besen deliberated beforehend, so thet I seldom dis-

cussed mattars in qusstion myself in the meeting nor trlied to ohange
ths nontents of the decision. I did not do more than simply hear
their reports,

I vits slso, by request, Councillor of the Tctal War
Resesrcsh Institute as were the Vice Ministers of other ministries,
but the only chence I hed to take part in the proceedings of the
Tnstitute, &s I remember it now, wes to attend once a year, together
with my colleagues from other ministries, for the purpose of

hearing the report of the result of the studies.
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on this 1lth day of February, 1947

(22rd ycar of Showa )
At No. 110 Kakinoklizaka

Meguro Werd, Tokyo

DEPONENT : SAWAMOTO, Yorio (seal)

e ey ——

I, SAVAMOTO, Yorio, hereby certify that the above

statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his

signature and seal thereto in the presence of this

witness.

On the same date

At Tokyo, Japén

Witness: (signed) SHIOHARA, Tokisaburo, (seal)

OATH

Tn assordance with my conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing &nd adding nothing.

S4VAKOTO, Yorio (seel)

L okl " v

AR s o v R
L3
L




