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Date and Time: 6 Vebruary, 1948, 1000-1145

Place i Sugamo Prisen, Tekyo, Japan
Present ¢t Ool, Thomas N, Morrew, USA ) :
Elton M, Hyder, Jr. ) SRberregters

Denis Kildoyle -« Interpreter
A.Nabel Kramer - Stenogravher

General Sadao ARAXI,

Qe OGomeral, I would 1ike %o ask some more questions about some

A,

natters Seneral Masaki referred te and people he referred to,
General Masaki was asked these guestions:

"DLd4 you knov Kingore RASHINOTO?

And the General replied: -

“I met his several times But never associated with him, as I

had nothing in commen with him, Our ideas vere wholly differesnt.
1 consider him (EASHINOTO) as ny enemy.”

And then the guastion was asked!
"Why do you think he was your enesy?
And the answer wves!

“As long as I was there, well, their plans could met de carried
out, ¥hatever Shéy plamned they could not carry out with me in
a position %o step them.” ;

I would 1ike to ask you General if you knov EASHINOTO and vhat
your attituds is tovards Eashimoto.

(Te interpreter - resd Shat to him end tell him that is what
prompted sy question).

I knov HASHINOTO Kingore. Our views differed comsideradly and
wle
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ARMEA - 3 6 Tebruary, 1948.

A,

A,

A,

I was never able to work with him, 1 never approved of
any of Hashimoto's actions and violekt methods.
upon Hashimoto as an enemy, he is not

diffionlties and Hashimoto advocated a general reform by foree.
I inelsted that this was not the true Japanese way and we

becane greatly estranged.

Yhat 414 Hashimeto do, that is, vhat method do you refer to that
he used that you disapproved of?
1 shink he advocated something im the mature of a coup d'etat.

Then it was the military party that wanted to take charge of
state policies, is that what you refer tof

I think they were mostly composed of the military but there
were others connected with all those incidente, posasidly

from schools, farmers, workers, as in the case of the May 15%h
{acidens., Howgver, I suppose military men predominated as
force was required.

How did you knov that Hashimoto was concerned in taese mattors!
In April 1931 there vas a conference of division ocommanders in
Tokyo at vhich time rumers of gemeral unresi were heard, ¢
returned to Tokye im sugust, 1931, and in October Hashimoto's
neme was definitely mssocliated with a group of younger officers
conspiring towards some ond., I this to the attention of
the far Office and warned them that it would bs nécessary to
ilnvestigate this rumor thoroughly.

Is it your understanding them that this was the same group that
brought about the asssseinmation of Premier Teuyoshi INUKAI

on Ray 154k, Shat you refer tol

1 thiak they were entirely a differemnt group, This was almost
sntirely the Naval Affair., OKA¥WA who is nov here in Sugamo
prison is held responsidle for this Ney 15%h incident. This
matter was thoroughly aired im court and records should be avail-
able. No military officers I em sure participated in this
usuum:m:knmwm.rnm-mmuum
college,

¥hat vislent methods of Hashimoto do you refer Sc? W¥hat did
Hashimoto ever do that was violemt?
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ARMEY - 3 6 February, 1946,
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While he advocated the use of viclence, I can think of mo
sotusl oxample in which he participated.

Vhen you spoke of Hashimoto's violemt methods, you mean
violent and not vielent actions?
He wvas unabls $0 earry out his violent ideas.

exsnple. Ko was never ables to carry his ideas ous, I
sl sure he had plemty of plans,

Also - General Nasaki was ssked this questiont

"In your opinion did what is known as the ZAIBATSU have
snything to do with the firet Manchurisn incident.”

Mmmhrn
“A group known as "NIXI BANSUKRE®" 444 all kinde of swindling

and bad things in Nenchuria., It was called this, decause the
nembors names ended in either "ki" or "guks" e.z.,

KISHI, Shinsuks
HATSUCKA, Yosukes

vas thisi

ever use that expression and vhat
know about 147

_ nentioned vere a group that attempted
Nanchukuo, ecconony, dut this wvas after the
as an independent state. I cannot

had saything to do with the plamning
of the Nanchurian inecidens.

Is 1% sorvect that this was & common expression or nickasme
$hat vas used at Shat tine?
This expression was bDeing constantly used in the newspapers.

A‘?“umm-mmmumsmmumu
you know!
I think 1t was their efforts %o control MNanchukuo econemy.

On wvhat do you bdase your opizden’
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-5 6 Febrvary, 1946.

;nhluul that did you mot General?
(T

Tou stated that whem you vere War Minister, or words of
sinmilar fmpors?

As $his idea prevalled over Japan I had the same idea when }
was ¥ar Ninister. At some $ime I would like $o state my views
more fully on this question as many things sare involved and I
would 1like %0 go Dack %0 the time of the first Vorld War.

I shall be delighted to give you the epportunity of making a
statement at the end of eur interrogation.

Genaral, you were mo$ Shinkiang of the farmers when you asked
for an increase in sppropriations to cover the amy needs in
North Manchuria in the Spring of 1933, shordly after you teck
office as VWar Ninister,

This was the first tion for the Manchurian Inmcident
and was granted under emergency measures. I regquested $hie
expenditure with & view $¢ making a quick settlement of the
Nanchurian affair as I did not wish %0 ses 1t extended.

General, you ordered the despatch of the Staff of the 20%h
Division and another drigade from Korea to reinforce the
garrison at Teltsihar did you not?

This was defore my appointment to office.

This was in Degenber - 37 December, 1931 - four daywe after
you took office as War Minigter,

The first reinforcements that I sent were $o RIAN-SHI.
Japanese troops vere already im Teiteibhar vhen I took office.

These were reinforcements.

As War Ninister I 4id net mwuuu-rmtmm

I have no rece | records vill ghow, think that
reinforcsments were sent $o ¥sitelhar long after I teok office.

General, you odtained the Imperial sanction before these rein-
fno:::honnhm.lwnhu-mhdm did
you

mmwum;m-ammmumm

Nizister and he in turn has $e operate the gevermment ia comnee-
$ion with the funds, It s mmnmuvumm
Staff Se obtain the sanction of the Nuperor in comnection with

operations.




Interrogation concluded 11145 2/6/46 .;
To de contimned, B
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