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Sadeo Araki

Date and Time: 18 February 1946, 0930=1210; 1345-1630 Hours

Place t Sugamo Prison, Tokyo,Japan

Present t Sadeo Arald
Eltom M, Hyder, Interrogator

m“m. b’ ¢ . H’d"
Oath of Interpreter adninistered by Mr. Hyde .

BY MR, HYDER: Mr, Mujii, do you solemnly swear, by Almizhty God, that you
will truly and asouwrately interprst and tranalste from Bhglish into
Japanese and from Japanese inte ll;lhh, as may be repudred of you, in

this proceeding?

BY MR, PUJTIs I do,

The October Ineident was more or less a continuation of tha March Ingident,
I think that singe the March Incident care into an opean conflict, HASHIMOTO
coneluded such actions ub ukntofuhh-rmyu-. I do not know
the sxact motive and plans of this October Incident since the plot did not
materialise, I did not learn of tha underlying motive, The Minister of War
and Chief of the General Staff did the investigating.

Before, during, and after World War I, the militarists took a beating
tmthgmdp&no. Mdthunldﬂmmtmtmuﬂﬂw
were mistreated by the high command, Because of the faet that the farmere were
taken into the army, they formed factions to better mnvn. 'hu m

 cane $o realise thm was .c-thm wrong with th. ary syste
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Interrogation of Sadeo Araki 18 Feb 1946

Our ideas (AIMKI'Ss and HASHIMOTO's) differed even hefore the March Incident,

and since I was not here, I knew of that ineident, f%The differences
wore that I had been ainst the govemment system of the country and the

use of the aray as the commander plessad and the system of the army organisa-
tion, By army organization, I mean the arzy was patterned sfter the Prussian
form of army, and although the pressnt amy of Japan was an exaet rerlica of
the Frussian, the eriginal organiszation differed greatly in that the German

army was organized for the sole urpose of earrying out war, whereas, the Japanese
ermy was organised solely for raintaining peage, rather than for combat purposes,

Because the armmy had gome to a point where they c¢raved wars for the sols pur-
pose of conquest, I had coms to have differences with HASIDAOTO and lis slique,

For this reason, I suppose HASI'IHDTO did not approsch me before the Mareh Inecident

and, I think, that HASHIMOTO had thought to carry out his plans and inelude me
in tham and set me up 2fter the whole plet had materialised, then I would be in
ne posdtion to refusse,

In the latter part of Novembar 1931, I first hoard from Ceneral WINAMI
that T might be appointed a new War Binister. I luarned officially that I
was to be the War Minjster when INUKAI told me, Thore ware two of us con=
gidered at the time, Ceneral ABE may have beaan the other san,

The WAKATUSUKI Cabinet feld because the parties weres not in sccord, ADACHI
and KUWAHA had different views, This i3 what I heard, I do not know the
real reason. My appointment as Wsr Hinlster was sugpested by the War JMiniataer
and through the suggestion of the Big Three, KANAYA %ch:ht of the Ceneral
Staff) and Ceneral MUTO (Inspestor General of Hilitary Training) and MINAMY
(War Minister) ths cholge was submitted to the party, thun to the new Premdier,

I have heard of the Japanese official report of the Mukden Ingident, bub
I have never seen it, The coawanding general of the Ksvantung Aray could enly
have ordered the advance of the Japanese troops and Lh2 occupation of Mukden,
There were no orders from Tolkyo, Lesser officars on such ahert notice gould
have ordered an advance and later reported to ths commanding general,

In 1931 we werae very uncasy about the movement of forces of Russians in
Sberia., They had noved many of thedir troops to the ‘astern Coast of Siberia
‘n that year, Our forces were of Pre-forld War days., Al that time, we were
not afraid of Russia, but we were uncasy, Hanchuria was considered as a
buffer because if thae Russians should take Manchuris, it would be dangerous

to leuln

General MINAMI was supposed to have approved or dlsayproved of the *
Incident, but he was not a men who set down policy in a clear cut fashiem,
He let things slide, The reason Iiewtenant General MAZAKI was sent to flinn

and General HONJO to the Ewantung Army was because MAZAKI was a senior of ficer, |

The staff of the Kwantung Army could have requested whomever they desired, mut
thay had to have the approval of the War Ministar, who could, if there was a

preference, send the man desired,
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General HAYASHI tried to send one mixed brigade from Korea to Mukden
Jsptember 19, 1931, without permission. Xt caused an incident, This was
stopped - but later offiecial sanction by MINAMI and KANAYA was given, Bafore
the removal of trwops thers has to be an Imperial sanction, but these troops
were moved by Ceneral HAYASHI without sanction. ™is was called the Btsukio

(Crossing the Border) Ineident. The sanction of the Duperer was obtained
Mﬂ“ly- -

I belisved that the natural resources of Nanehuria and Yongolia were
necessary for Japan and her population in 1930 and 1931,

I held army maneuvers in 1932 and 1933 directly oprosite Russisn ports
at Bladivostak, At the time I became 111 and reeigned as fer Minister, Japan

with Ruseia, Military preparation for war with Russia was being made, Japan
was behind in military standards and desired to build an army comparable
with World War I days, Whether for war with Russis or not, is conjesture,
Since Russia was the sirongest nation, it can not be siuld preparations were
for war with Russia, Outter longolia having besn taken by the Soviet Union,
it had a great influence on Japan in that if Russia could absorb the oountry
vithout objection from other nations it could do so on countries closer to
Japan, Preparation was for any eventuality which might arise,

CERTIFICATE COF INTZRPRATER

I, Tatsuo FPujii, being sworn on oath, state that I truly translated the
statements from Mglish to Japanese and from Japanese to Mnglish, and that

the above statements, consisting of two and one<half pages are true and
acourate to the best of ay knowledgs snd belief,

M"_’
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of Febrary, 1946,

Witon M, mcr, Civildan

Duly Detalled Investigation Officer
International Progecution Section,GH,50AP

C ICATE OF INT GATOR

I, Elton ¥, Hyder, certify that on the 18th day of February, 1946, personally
appeared before me Sadeo ARARY, and according to Tatsuo Fujii gave the foregoing
statemsnts set forth therein, '

Tokyo, Japan
. Feb 1946
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 2341-2353, inclasive 2 July 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUVSNT'ARY EVIDENCE
DESCRIPTION OF ATTACEED DOCUMENT |

m4tle and Nature: Transeripts of Interrogations of
- Ceneral ARAKL, Sudao

Date: (See Below) Original (x) Copy ( ) Language:
English

Bas it been translatec? Yes ( ) No (x)
Fas it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL: Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL:

PERSONS IMPLICATED: ARAKI, S=dao, et al

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Aggression, Manchuria

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS:

Interrogations of ARAKI have been assigned followlng
document numbers: (All are from Document Division Exh.290)

Docs NOo Date of Interrogation

2341 5 Feb 45

2342 18 Jan 45

2343 19 Jan 46

2344 22 Jan 46 (A.M.)
"2345 22 Jan 46 (P.M.)

2346 6 Feb 4@

2347 12 Feb 40

2348 14 Feb 46

2349 15 Feb 45

2350 18 Feb 46

2351 - 20 Feb 46

2352 23 Feb 46

2353 25 web 46

Analyst: W. H. WagneT - Doc. No. 2341~

2353,

inclusivee.
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