P '}-—'—-M

Doc. 2869
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES , PACIFIC
OFFICE OF THE THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE
WAR CRIMES BRANCH
APO 500
AG 000.5 (18 Aug 45) JA 18 August 1945

SUBJECT: Report of War Crimes Branch on Atrocities

TO? The Judge Advocate General
wWashington 25, D. Ce

IV. SUMMARY OF THE TRSTIMOMY &

On 1 August 1942, Barta, Boguc, and :icDole arrived
2t Puerto Princesa, Philippine Tslands (ppe 3, 9, EX» Bj De B
Ex. C) and presumably, Balchus, oblos, Neilsen, Pacheco and
Smith arrived at the same time (par. 16, Ps 2 Bx. A)
while Petry arrived sometime after 16 August 1943 (pare 29,
Do 4, Exo. A)s All prisoners present were put to work on an
e etleld (np. 2, 5y 8y Exe B) in the scorehing sun, with
inadequate food, water, clothing and the simplest of tools
(po 6, FXe C)s On 9 oOr 11 August 1942, six men, Vviz Buddy
o sodson, USMC, Sidney Wright, USKC, Davies, 03.C, Bobby
Hodges, UéN, Elliot, USN and the six%h vnknown, atternied an
escape, whereupon all prisoncrs WCTrE placed on one-third
rations for three days enclosures reinforced, sentrics
increased, and mqvemen%s restricted. (Par. 27, P- 4, Fx, 43
pe 5, EXo By De 0, EXe Cleo

Two prisoners sustained broken arms for picking 2
papaya from a trece within the compound, the punishment
being inflicted by a cook named Nishitani (p. 6, EX. Ce
gtaff Sergeant Mullin's arm was broken because he refused
to admit defeat and was forced to work with his arm in a
sling (p. 7, EXo )%

Another escape on 29 August 1942 by Joc Paul Little,
USN, and Charlie Watkins, USH, resulted-in a similar reduc-
tion of rations (p. 5, Exe Bj Pe 7, Ex, C). For possessing
a small portion of corned beef and talking to a Filinino
six men, Jimmy Barna, Us¥c, Laidlaw, USN, Jack Taylor, UéMC,
Yoder, USN, Robert Brown, UsMC, the sixth unknown, were tied
to a coconut tree in the senter of the comoound and Were
beaten with a small wire whip and a pole Wi py AN 4N diameter
until loss of consciousness, whereupon they were revived with
water and the torture continued. The six were then returned
to Manila (Dc 7y EXe Cj De 5y EXe B). The nrisoners /ad no
access to medical supplies, on€ or two men were beaten every
day and an apoendectomy Was performed on YeDole withcut

anaesthetic (0. 5, EXe B)e

In February, 1943, Sergeant Swift, US.iC,, “Robert Pryor,
il 1c, Private Sloat, MC, U.S. Arny and Hanscn U.S- Army,
egcaped during the night and were missed the following
morning, but a scarch resulted in the capture of Sloat and
Hansen, Who Were placed in a Kempei (Jap "{1itary Police)
dungeon. It was later learned that Pryor WwWas decaplitated in
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northern Palawan and his head placed on exhibition. (D« 7y
Fx. C). On 28 June 1943, Pfc. Seldon T. White, USMC,
and Wilson, USH, tcmporarily escaped but were recaptured
on 4 July 1943, and severely beaten before being turned
over to the Japanese Uilitary Police, who pnut them on a
truck which drove off. They did not rcturn, and the
gilipin8§ and Japanese stated that they were shot (po. 7,
y EXo o

One afternoon Charles Street was missing from muster
and ten men were immediately locked in the brig and subjected
to severe beatings. Jack Ward was beaten with a section of
an iron pipe. Street had not tried to escane but had lost
his way back to camp and when he returned the prisoners
were released from the brig and Street incarcerated and
beaten (pe 2, Exc Blo

John M. Stanley, for no reason at all, was struck over
the head with a pick handle, causing a gash three inches
long (p. 3, Ex. B). Men were required to work on the air-
strip during raids (p. 2, Ex. B).

In September 1943 Jim Flynn, Boatswain M lc USKN, was
accidentally killecd by 2 1anding dive bomber, and he was
denied a decent burial (p. 8, BEx. C).

A rule was imposed providing for the execution of ten
priso?ers for each one that escaped (po. 2, 8, Ex. Bj P- 8,
Ex. C)o

Followineg raids by 17 B-24's on 19 and 28 October 1944,
the prisoners were ordered to build air-raild shelters .
consisting of three trenches, five feet deep, four feet
wide. and of sufficient length to accomnodate 50 men. There
was %o be an overhead covering with only one entrance but
due to American officers' continual suggestions, two entrances
were pcrmitted, one at each end, Some men had individual
fox-holes in the small enclosures surrounded by double
barbed-wire strands two meters high and closely interwoven.
(Pars 30, Do 4y EXe &3 DRe 1y 35 9 Ex. B: Pe ©, Exe Ce
The Spaclal Company shelter was near the fence in the rear of
the compound, from which a vnassageway led into the one for
ng" Company, about one meter awaye The third for the use of
WA" Company was near the side fence of the compound (pe. 3,
Ex, B; PDoe 10, 11, EX C)n

After each raid thec Japs seemed to take the attitude that
the prisoners were the cause of the bombings and treatment
became worse (par. 29, pP. 4, EX. A), The number of prisoners
varied from time to time as nNEw prisoners arrived and replace-
ments were sent to Manilae However. on 14 December 1944 there
were 150 in prison (par. 29, DPe 4, X As op. 1, 9, EX. B)o
About 0200 14 December 1944 two Jap officers informed the men
while in barracks that they were going to work early the next
morning. So, they began at dawn but were called back 2t noon,
which caused the Americans to sense something strangee. There
were two air raids during 1unch and extra guards were placed
around the compound. Durinz the early afternoon another air
raid warning was sounded and the men were forced into their
shelters (par. 29, Pe. 4, Ex. As Do 10, EX. C) and required
to remain under cover, the Japs saving that there were hundreds
of American planes aporoaching (p, 5, Exe B} pPe 9, 11 Exe C)e
When everyone was secure elow the ground, between 56 and 60
Jap soldiers, armed with 1ight rachine-guns, rifles, and
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carrying buckets of gasoline, attacked the unsuspecting,
defenseless prisoners in the first shelter where there
were approximately 40 of "A" Company, They first threw
a lighted torch into the entrance and followed it with
a bucket or two of gasoline (par. 29, p. 4, ZXe A} De 3,
Ex. B) which exploded, setting everyone within on fire
(pps 5, 9, Ex. By ps 10, Ex. C). As sereaming mcn ran
from the shelter, they were mowed down by macnine guns
and rifles (pov. 1, 6, 9, Ex. B; p. 10, Fx. C) while others,
realizing they were trapped, ran to the Japs and askcd to
be.shot in the head, but the Japs laughingly would shoot
or bayonet them in %he stomach. Whcn the men cried out
for annther bullet to put them out of their misery the
Japs continusd to mnke merry and left the men to suffer,
twelve men being killed in this panncr (par. 31, p. 5,
Ex. A). Captain Sato, commander of the Jap garrison at
the camp, walked over to C. C, Smith, Signal 2c¢, USY, and
split his head open with his sabcr (par. 29, p. 4, Ex. A).
The Jans started shooting everythine in sipght, poked guns
1 | into the foxholes and fired them, threw hand grenades,
N-' while throughout Sato was laughing and shouting2 vrging

| the men to greater effort (par, 29, v, 5, Ex. 4), Wen
werc thrown into holes while still alive and covered with
coconut husks (par. 31, pe 9, O%c A). Somc escsped through
a hole in their dugout, while 30 or 40 cthers successfully
tore barehanded throueh barbed wire fences and ran to thce
water's edge (par. 29, P. 4, Ex. A% pr 9, Ix. By p. 10,
Exs C)e Those vho 3t%empte to swim the bay were shot 1in
the water from the shore or from a barge movine just off
shore (par. 30, p. 4, Ex, A). Still others who souzht
refuge in crevices were hunted down and dynamited (pp. 1,
9, Ex. B; p. 10, ¥x. C)~. Bogue located Barta, Petry,
acheco, and Martyn, and about 2100 hours they swom the bay
to safe%y; For five days and nights, without food or water
except rain, Bogue tramped through the jungle until rescued
by Filivino »risoners at Iwahig ®enal Colony wherc hc met
icDole. They were taken further south to Aborlan where
Barta joined them, whereupon thc thrce procecded to Brooke's
Point and wero picked vp 21 Januvary 1945 by a PBY from
Leyte (p. 10, Ex, C).

Neilsen reachcd the Leach "nd covercd himself with
coconut husks for three houvurs. He was dicscovered but
-feigned death and was left by the Japs and erawled into
a cove, finding 15 Americans, eight of whom wore sub-
sequen%ly killed from a barge, When a groun of Japs
approachcd the cove Nellsen dived into the water, was
struck in the leg, head, and ribs by bullcts, bul nover-
| theless kept on swimming as the Jans continued shooting,

| was washed seaward by a strong current, finally recnched

| the other side of the five-mile bay at 3:00 p.m, 2and
remained in a manerove swamp until noon theé next day when
he moved into a coconut grove where he was found by a
Filipino who led him to Petry and Pacheco, 2nd was later
joined by Balchus (par. 31, v. 5, £x. A). The 1attcr had
béen hiding in the underbrush with Deal, while the Japs °
were firing at Neilsen. They moved along the beach and
picked up Williams and Danicls. Balchus and Deal separated
from the others when an argument arose as to the best plan
for an escape, and decidcd to aporoach thc ton of the
cliff, giving vp the ldea of swimming the bay as Deal had
a shoulder wound (var. 32, p. 5, Ex. i). Filvec Jans heard
them and started to investigatcy two of the Japs moved further
down the cliff but the three others came directly towards the
two men. It was quite dark at this timc =2nd the Japs were
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using torches. As one of them came within a few feet

of the twa men, Balchus hit him on the head with a big piece of
coral and they then jumped the other two. These Japs

were killed but reinforcements started moving towards the
vicinity of the row. Balchus and Deal moved a short

distance from each other and when some Japs got in

between them, Deal ran over the cliff and Balchus ran

down the beach, dived into the water and swar the bay.

Hearing gunfire back on the beach he assumed that the

Japs haéd killed Daniels and Williams (war. 32, D- 5, DX )

‘he Filiovinos had the four men change to civilian
clothing and took them to Brooke's Point, nicking up
Smith at the southern Penal Colony and loblos at Aborlan. |
They stayed at Brooke's ®oint until 6 Janvary 1945 when . '
they were nicked uvn by the "Catalina" (par. 33, D. 5, ©XcA).

Barta with four others, including “acheco, "etry and
Bogue started to swim the bay between 2000 and 2100. Ie
becare uvnconsciovs about half-way across and when he
regained his senses he was floating out of the mouth of the
bay but only about 50 yards from the shore which he
managed to reach about sunrise the next morning. After -
being in the jungle 10 days he reached the Philinnine Peral |
Colony from which he was taken to Aborlan, where ne met ! 3
: cDole and Bogue and all were then taken to Brooke's | .
Point (pp. 4, 6, 10, Ex. B; pp. 10, 11, 12, Ex. C). .

Bogue, after being in the jungle five days and nights |
was also rescued by the Filipino prisoners at Iwahig Penal

Colony ('Pu 10, EX ¢ B)r ‘
1
i
L
!

"eDole saw six Japs torturing one American with
bayonets when another Jap jolned the groun with a bucket
and torch. While the American screamed to be shot, the
Japs poured burning gasoline on one foot, then on Ehe
other until he collapsed, whereupon they voured rasoline
over his body and ignited it (v. 6, Tx. Bl.

e — e —— i —

McDole staved with Hamrick, whem he found on the | .
beach, until the latter died of gangrene on 18 December | ;
1944 from a bullet wound in the arm. Covering the body,
McDole swan the bay to Iwahig Penal Colony shortly after
dawn and in the late afternoon started out again but
! because of exhaustion had to remain on =2 fish trap all
" night, from which he was rescued by Iwahigz prisoners
gathering their fish, and he, with Bogue, was sent to
Brooke's “oint on 7 Januvary 1945, from whence the PBY
picked them un 21 January 1945 (e 6, 74 EXe BY Do L
Ex. C). Martyn swam the bay but diéd not contact the

others (p. 13, :ix. C)e.

personnel from the Kempei Tal and the Obayashi Tai, held |
o

|

|

i

1_

That night the Kojima Tail officers, in company with | j
a celebration to commemorate the incident (Do 25 5%, B, j
' g

I

Following the 1anding by Armerican Forces at Puerto
Princesa, Palawan, on 28 Febrvary 1945 a search of the ~OW

enclosure was made and identification tags, certain personal %
items, and fragmentary records concerning American wersonnel -
were obtained (v, 1, ¥x. D). | J

!

Between the 15 and 23 of warch 1945, seventy-nine
individual sreletons were buried ty the 3rd Platoon,
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601st QM Co. (GR). Twenty-six of these skeletons were
found pniled four and five high in one excavation. Bullets
had pierced the skulls and they had been crushed with
blunt instruments. Nine dugouts were inspected and the
supporting planks were charred near the. openings indicating
a flash fire of intense heat but of short cuvration, re-
sembling the resvlts of a gasoline fire.

The smallest number of bodies were found in the
largest dugouts which were closest to the cliff and
furthest away from the prison buildings. liost of the
bodies were huddled together at a place furthest away fron
the entrance where twenty-six bodies were taken from cne
hole which was net a dugout. In two dugouts (closest to
the cl1iff) bodies were in prone nositions, arms extended
with small conical holes in the fingertios showing that
these men were trying to dig their way to freedom o0 I IF

2, Ex~- 2 of Ex. D).
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