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U. S. S. B. S. ,

Interrogation No. 773 Place: Tokyo

Division of Origins Baslc Materials
Subject: SALT PRODUCTION, IMPORTS, AND CONSUMPTION

and background of eachs

MADMEDIR; 2%, Director of Salt Bureau, Finance l{inlstry )
MORINAGA, T., Chief, 1st Bureau, Salt Bureau, Finamce Minlsiry
YOCHINACHI, T., Chief, 2nd Bureau, -

Personnel interrogated

"here intervhéwed: Salt Burean (En-no Kyukucho) ,Securitiés Exchange, Tokyo
Interrogators 1t. Cdr. D.A,Burr, USHR
Interpreters 1t., R, Boyd, USNR

111ied Officers Presentt No others

Summary? First contact with Salt Monopely. Preliminary exploration of
subject and request for basic figures.

1. Funection of Salt Monopolys aspects of state control.
2, Nature of domestlc production.
9, Prices and subsidy.
L. Allocations and priorities.
5, Tables attached:
a, Producers and salt fields.,
b. Production and import figures.
¢, Suprly and cornsumption figures.
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p. Negenums hes been director of the Selt and Cemphor bBureeu
since August 1945. lie was Chief from Jsnuery UC August 1945, and had
been in the Ministry of #inance snd concerned vwith the salt monopoly
for the nest 17 years, the last five of whilch he stent in China.

He sneaks good ¥Fnglilsh, though he has never trevelled 1n Americes or
Eurone, £nd the interrogation wes largely conducted in ¥nelish., The
tvo section chiefs took 1ittle part in the discussion, but furnished

some fects through Mr. Naganume.

previous directors of the Buresu vere 1T, Kokuovu, February -
pugust 1945, now in Osake, &nd Mr. Hamade, 1942-194L, now 1n Nenklng.

The Salt DBuresu 1s & part of the Minlstry of Finance, end
constitutes & comnlete monopoly of production, imrortaticn, sale snd
“1atribution of selt in Japan. Tt wes esteblished 1in 1905, for the

rurpogse of exvloiting salt as & basis for excise tax revenue for the
mwapr budeet"; according to Mr. Naganume, hovever, no tax has ever

been imnosed during its LO years existence.

Until the teginning of 1945, vrroduction of aalt in Japan vas
1imited to "vprofessional enterprisers" who vere 1icensed bv the huraoni.
Table "A' shows the np: gent number of such producers and the arca of their
fields. Feginning enrly 1945 "smateur vproducers’ Were rermitted o d
encourrged, and every orrortunity was teken to incr-oSe€ nroductlion,

111 nroduction of salt 1in Jenan, Taiwen, and on the Asiatic
meinlend is by evanroration of sea veuer. No brine wells or mines
exist. The vmpofessional producers use poth coel and electriclty
to rssist everoration. oOT Melly vears roughly one ton of coal hns
been required 1O evanorate one ton of salt. Annuel figpures of
domestic production, 1937-1942, s=nd auerterly flgur-s 19L7=-45 ©re

civen in table "B .

~re organized 1into & stete-rccognized end con-
trolled, "Federation of ~alt Makers" (Tngvo Mumial Chuo Kwei) with
hend offices st 28, 2 Avejl-cho, Kenda-xu, Tokyo. I1It8 president

for the past five years has heen Sataro Tokunaza, NOW in the sell Tro-
dueine region. £ll excent & smmll fraction of nroduction is locate

on lonshu snd Shikoku 8 OTvE ~f the Inland ~ee&,

Gelt producers

Prices neld by the monoroly to nroducers &£Ie besed on cost
rlus 2% return on invested canrltal. “pices were lanncd to he
rovised once ¢ vear; letely, however, rrice eheneces have occured
much more reridly, reflecting rising costs.




Costs include fuel, wages, &nd s:ipring costs which are rald
bv the nroducer. The present average price to producer is ¥260
ner ton. Recuests of vroducers for change in prices are submitted
vie the Control Association and arvrroved by the Salt Buresu and the
Finance Minister. Requests of rroducers for meterials and fuel were
submitted to the Mobilization Bureau through the Control Associations
and the ¥inance Minister,

Jaren has alwevs been derendent on imvorts for the ma jor part of
its selt surrly. In 1940, aprproximately 55% was imported from
Manchurie and China, 3% from Southern Areas, 17% fram countries out-
slde T'ast Asle, and the balance produced in Japan. At the end of
1937, the nation's salt stockrile was 400,000 tons, which gradually
used up by 1943.

"hen shipring became really tight at the end of 194/, salt wes
civen the highest »riority or spasce from China. Allocation of
600,000 tons of space wes cut only 10% for selt, contrested W th
& LL% cut in coal-shipving allocetion and totsl cut for many other

commodities.

The vroducing fields vere very seriously demaged for the first
time in histor by the tyrhoon of Sertember 1945, =28 a result of which
‘ome=tic rroductive cepacity is considered to he only helf of normel.
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SALT PRODUCTION AND IMPORTS 19341945

3LE B
AL Source: Salt Bureau, Ministry of Finance, 0Oct.13,1945

Years beginning April 1,
1641 1942

379

1934 1936

.E%gggggigg. 604 536
in Japan

excluding
Taiwan and
Chosen)

AMPOTLS

From Taiwan 100 106
From China 162 200
From Kanchuria 182 K01
(ineluding
Kanto-shu)

rrom other

areas 738 772 929 453 143 _ 30

Imports 1,183 1,679 1,787 1,636 1,465 1,511

Crand Total
of Supply 1,787 2,215 2,423 2,209 1,844 1,956

1638
636

1939
573

445

Unit: 1000 metric tons

1042-43
1/4 2/4 3/4 4/4 Total

128 158 97 he 445




SALT PRODUCTION AND IMPORTS 1934-194% (cont)

194344
_ Q444 1945
1/4 2/4 3/4 4/4 Total 1/4 2/4 3/4 4/4 Total 1/4 2/4 Total
‘E%Qggggigg, 125 , 126 93 42 389 99 112 75 57 343 64 59 123
in Japan _
excluding :
Talwan
and Chosen
amports
From Taiwan 123 63 = o
From China 801 . 468 235
rom ianchuria | -
ineluwding Kanto-shu 463 410 140
From other areas 23 F - -
Total Imports 1,410 941 375

Grand Total of Supply 1,799 1,284 698




SUPPLY AND CONSUMPTION OF SALT (Unit 1,000 metric tons)

Submitted by Salt Bureau, Ministry of Finance, Oct.l3, 1945.

SUPPLY _ CONSUMPTION
Years Licensed Amateur Impoits Iotal Food Industrial Total
beginning Production Production
1 April
] 1937 536 1,742 2278 891 1,413 2,304
1938 A84 1,751 2,235 971 1,476 2 4447
1939 636 1,806 2,496 1,029 1,409 2,438
1940 o7 1,725 24299 1,062 1,356 2,418
1941 389 1,506 1,895 1,007 930 1,937
1942 475 1,537 2,012 . 1,038 787 1,825
1943 389 1,412 1,801 1,101 710 1.5
1944 38 1,027 13380 927 590 1,517
| 1945 Forecast 165 160 935 1,260 704 467 W L |
. 1946 Plan 500 400 1,300 2,200 1,100 1,100 2,200

Explanatory notes: 1. The reserve carry-over of salt of approximately 400,000 metric
tons in the beginning period 1937 will be considered ﬁy this table.
2. The gquantity to be imported and the quantityto be consumed in
1945 will be the quantity imported inthe latter half period of
265,000 metric tons for food, 240,000 metric tons for industrial
vse, making a total of 505,000 mefric tons.




