" " HEADARTERS . e
U.S, STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY .

APACIFIC)- ..
APO 224 c/o PM San FraHCLsco

' INTERROGATION_NO,_507H s PLACE: . TOKYO
ol | y S e oy . DATE: 22 November 1945

Di?ision.cfiorigin:,‘MilitarVLStudiés

Subject: . The Emperor S UOSltlon in respect to polltlcal and mllltary dev-
5% elcpments, 1936~ 1945

' Person lnterrogated and.tsckground

Admiral HYAKUTAKE; born 1878; graduated Navdal College 1892; graduate
of Naval Staff Callege; Captain H.I.}.S, IMATE: Cmdr., 3rd Fleet; CING,
Sasebo Naval.Statlcn Jember Supreme';llitary Coun01l Grand thamberlaln
to the E speror 1936 .- August 1944; Aopointed, ilember of Privy Uobuncil

Sentember 1944 to fill vacancy left when Admlral Suzuk became Pre81dent
of the Council.

l/here interrogated: Home of Admiral Hyakutake
Interrogator: golonel flamsay D. POTTS, AC
.Interpreter: - Mr.'T.H;-SHIﬁAEOUCHI,;a dapanesefNatlcnalih,.‘

.‘gllledhOfficers'Present;';Lt“Cmdr NlédOLS,‘UﬁNR v
o = Lt Cmdr WILDS, USNR

SUMMARY

At the opening of the 1nterv1ew Admlral Hyakutake was presented w1th
-the enclosed summary .of . the subqects to.be covered, Having considered the
topics,. he expressed.doubt as to his abnllty Lo give eatlsfectorv Answers,
exnlaining that since the incident of February wokh. 1936 the E.zperor had
required his Grand Chamberlains to remain inactive in polities for reasons

._of their personal .safety.. .He .stated that the chief function of the Grand
.Chemberlaln Was. personal attendance to the Emperor and that the Grand

Chanberlaln was. rarely. involved in, affairs. of the state, belng prescnt

only at. 1nterv1ews pranted bv the hnpercr 10, premlers designate and to

plenlcotentlarlee leav1ng for .or. returnlng from d1plcmatlc hosts abroad.

He pointed .aut that Grand Chamberlains were aonpinted as civilian and

that. therefore o 8l gnlflcance should be at*ached to the fact that several

were. selected as. Grand Chamberlanns haa, been admlral Inslstlng that
thls Was .a matter of 001n01dence and did not lndlcate any predominating
naval influence. It was therefore agreed that replies made by the Admiral

would be considered as merelv personal opinions based on observations made
during his: tenure of office,

The Admlral was unable to glve any 1nformatlon concernlng pressure
grcups which sought access to the rmperor nor was he able to suggest any
considerations which might have induced the tmperor to anprove war plans
against the United otates. He stated, however, that 1t was customary on
the basis of the Japanese Consituttion for the Lm»reror to aoprove plans
and policies submitted to him through the proper channels or by the Chiefs
of Staff of the Army and Navy as the product of agreed opinion. He could
not provide any information based on facts regarding the kmperor's feel-
ings in connection with the Manchurian Incident, but was certain that
"the Emperor was gravely eoncerned over the situation."
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SUIIARY (Cont'd)

The Admiral was not in a position to discuss the extent of the Army's
influence over the Navy, but said that at the time of Tojo's anpointment
as Premier he wondered if at last the Army had become as powerful in politics
as 1t had been in feudal times, indicating that he considered Tojo's
appolntment significant since in'any case the Army had been politically
dominant since the beginning of the Jeijl era. He recalled that the aud-
lence granted by the Lmperor other than the customary assignment of dis-
charging his resnonsibilities in accordance with the Constitution. |

In connection with pressure brought to bear upon the Navy by the
Army, the Admiral observed thst the Navy might have been able to prevent
war against the United States by stubbornly opposing such a plan, thereby
-Jicausing the collapse of the government, He personally had:disapproved of
the Navy's oolicy of concurring with the Army since what he himself had
read and observed had convinced him that a war against an enemy so superior
1n resources and industrial capacity would be a ‘superhuman undertaking,
iihen pressed for an opinion of the Emperor's feelings in the matter he
stated that the Emperor had always been orofoundly ‘interested in the
nation's .foreign relations :and had continually exercised extreme care in
the pursuit of a policy of peace and thst he believed the 'mperor was
deeply concerned over the 'prevailing situation, but the Adniral would not
say whether the Emperor was opoosed to Jepan's drift towards the Euro-
pean aggressor nations,

Regarding the sudden end of the war, Admiral Hyakutake indicated
that he himself had experienced no strong feelings in the matter other
than sympathy for the Emperor and sorrow over the state into which the
Japanese nation had fallen.

Nichols

de I want to make it -uite clesr that I am not trying to fix any res-
posibllity as such for starting the war, or for the MANCHURIAN inci-
dent, or for any of these things. . I am simply trying to find out
what forces were at. work. UWhat we are trying to do is to try to write
an analysis of the effect of air in .the war, and we desire to under-
~stand_.the background of events, | ' “

A.- The points listed on this memorandum impress me as being rsther out-
side: of the province of the post which I held as Grand Chamberlain,
and. s0, ‘before. proceding into the interrogations, if you will permit
me 'L would like to explain, the place and function of. the Grand

1 Yhatberlains ¥ 5 | S e | ‘

The Grand Chamberlain is one who serves the tmperor at his side. How-
ever the Grand Chamberlain at no time interferes with or toijches upon: -
questlons relating to military or nolitical affairs; political and |
‘military matters are entirely outside  the province of the Grand
Chamberlain's work. Perhaps the. only time in which the Grand Chamber—
lain had any contact with the Nation's nolitical affairs is when he:
attends the audience given b’ the Emperor to a Premier Designate;

which means, a man who has been designated as a'Premier ‘and commanded
to form a cabinet but who, until the conclusion of the formation of

the cabinet, is not in a resnonsible position. . | b

There have been, although very rarely, cases which, bv virtue of

general misunderstanding, involved the Grahd Chamberlain in affairs
of the State. When I became Grand Chamberlain, the atmosphere among
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the fighting services, the Government, and the civilian public in
general, was 1in a state of unrest. His majesty, having great concern
over the matter, made it very clear that those serving him should not
be involved in politics. For one thing, because of a very strong
desire and concern to protect these close advisers from any possible
harm. Tuis being the case, I as Grand Chamberlain instructed my

personal staff that at no time should they be involved in political
affairs. - -

1 understand, deever, that the Grand C.aamberlain--and espeéially in
your case--1s 1in a position not to participate in, but to know about
the influences that were working in this neriod that we've been

. speaklng ‘of . - What groups were seeking access. to.the hmperor, what .
-groups were . exerting direct presures? It -is mainly in this that 1.

am, interested--not in your actual participation but in your pOSltlon—-

awhat you observed in your »osition as confident to,theﬂhupergr.

I -do not. recognize any specific pressure groups. working directly..
-However 1. do. believe that there were groups.within the services or

even within the Government whose .ideas .and actions served as a pres-—
sure on those sponsors above them which made the situation difficult

and-not in -accordance with the kmperor's wishes. .

In clarification I would like to say this: You have a reputation

for being dispassionate and completely disassocilated from the storm of
politics. MMost of the people we've 1ntcrrogated have some narticular
interest which colors their point of view, and I hed hoped that,
because of your peculiar nosition and beCPuse of your ruoutatlon for
objectivity, that you would be, able to comment unon some of these

; ~things~--perhaps not from first-hand knowledge. or actuﬁl 355001at10ﬂ

with the actual event.itself,: but from your seculiar position relative

tﬁ the - Throne,

Suppose.l go ahead and ask some specific questions, and so far as pos-

3ible you can glve me your ouinion or point.of view on them, and if
you are not 1in a-position to know about those subjects, we can pass

.. on to other questions:

ere you present at the iﬁterview vwhich the Emperor gfanted Lo General

UrkZU upon the appointment of General UMEZU to command the Kwantung Army?

Nn. -At audlences_grant&d tq-mllltary or.naval.officers,-the Grand .
Chamberlain is never in attendance except when a genersl or admiral is
to retire., On such occasions when they are granted audiences, the

Grand Chqmberlaln and the Aldemde—cqmp are 1n attendance; otherwise, not,

.+ Do you know what tht feeling of the Empcror was. ‘on . the quchurlan

Incident there--the month-ﬁnd—ﬂ-hdlf of fighting with Russia on the
AMUR River? - GEE moan @ .2 - e

As I said before, I have had no opportunltles to he T Hls Nagwsty 5
oplnions on such matters directly, but when I pcrsonally view the
situation and the atmosphere.which prevailed a2t that time, I.can
categorically say thet His Me jesty must have been extremely con-
cerned over the ‘incident, |

T think perhaps we'd better paszdﬁ to_the ﬁéfsons end factors which
induced the Emperor to aoprove the war plans against the United States.
Leave out the persons; but can you give me an opinion on the consid-

erations that induced the Emperor to aporove the war plans against
the United States?
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Q.

That I don't know at all,

Do you know, during this year previous to the outbreak of war with the
United States, whether the Army was in such a dominant position that
1t could force the Neval Staff to concur in any such »lan?

I don't know anytﬂing about it.

1 think we should perhaps pass on to the relative political inf'luence
ol the Army and Navy. Uuring the war we know htat, because of General
T0JO's peculiar position politically, the Army was dominant. Yould
you give me an expression of your opinion as to whether the Army had
more influence with the Emperor than the Navy at any time, or was the
influence approximately equal? Vas there .an impartial unjsundiced
view of the whole matter on the part of .the Emperor in showing favor

Lo the two services all the way through?

In my peérsonal opinion, from ss.early as the MLIJI eré,*the Army had

a more:dominant influence than the Navy. -

In looking over the lists of the Emperor's close advisors, there seems
to:be = predominance. of Naval personnel. Why, then, was the influence

of the Army .stronger than the influence of the Navy?

A5 1 said before, in explaining the nosition and function of the

Grand Chamberlain, we are in the service of His Majesty not as Admirals
but as civilians, and it so happened that we retired Admirsls viere
selected because the selection of the appoilntee was: sought. from a

- rather wide circle of persons; and so, I did not serve as Grand Chame

terlain as an Admiral but as a civilian. 1In my personal observation
there are.no specific individuals or pressure groups working to

~ 1Influence the Emperor, but any one or any group formuleting plans

and pursuing those plans would advance tnose plans through: the proper
channels—-via, the senior official in charge of the. particular branch

'0of politics or military affairs concerned,:

In case political or military plans are advanced through such channels
and' they represent agreed opinion below, or if any plzn is submitted

* by the Chiefs .of Staff of the Army- and .Navy or sare advanced to the

Emperor by. previous agreement between the two_brenches,'then, on the
pasis of the Japanese Constitution, it is the. custom in Japan for
the Emperor to aporove them and not to veto them, and that these

. . responsible officials are permitted.to‘proceed oh. Lhelr respotigibility,

Then, any plan that would be of such a magnitude'as to involve war

- with Britain and -America; let's say, would have to be,apprgveq‘by the
‘Army and the Navy both? . -

Of course, and by the Governmeht,uhaﬂurally. _

In-the case of a decision of this magnitude, would the Emperor take

any direct act in modifying the plan or in trying to have it recon-—

sidered bcfore he took action to approve it?

.~ 1-am not acquainted at all with such details,

I'd like you to express a personal opinion,. as an observer on the
scene, of what the consider-tions were which led the Navy to concur
with the Army in planning the war against the United States. Could
you gilve me an expression of personal opinion on this, the background

of events which led up to war?
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A. I am not acquainted at all with this matter, but I personally viewed
with disfavor the policy pursued by the Navy at that time; nor did my
position permit me to make inquiries on the position of the Navy 1in
the matter.

© 3. When you say you viewed with disfavor the policy of the Navy, what
particular policy of the Navy are you speaking of, at what perticular
time?

\

A. Having been long retired at the time, I was not acquainted at all with
the contents of the matter, but on the basis of my personal readings
and observation of the American productive power, her resources, etc,
it was my opinion that war agEinsthuch ahHihdusﬁrigl power was gi-
gantic task. That the Navy ‘should approve ‘of a policy of war against

her made me wonder from where the Navy obtained such confidence as
 5@§“appearéd tQZhaye,_but;l'waswnOt at:?}lifémiliar ﬁith the;ietgils.

3. If the Navy hed digapproved of a war with the United States, could they
- heve stood out =nd prevented this war By refusing to cooperate in such
a plan as proposed by the Government and by.the Army? .

A. I couldn't say very definitely, but I would presume that, if the Navy
~ should stubbornly oppase such a plan, it would lead to the collapse
of the QOvprnmEntIand‘prevﬁnt.th£ exécqtion;Of_SuChj5 plan; or, by
. the efforts of the Navy and Qhange"of'GQVernmént'ﬁs'the'résult:of its
 opposition, it might be abIeJto‘ipfluence'the‘bppééitibn't9JcOncur

with the Navy's view, . “ ~ . " ° iy s, |

). Or to modify their plan in some Wayflqu‘ySuiknow‘énj10f‘the'ganeral
factors connected with the resignation of Prince KONOYE just kefore
the war with the United States? e

A. I do not know,

Q¢ Lan you teii'uéxthE'baCKgfdund'éf everits that led up to the acceptance
of the Potsdam terms, the general feeling of the civilian population,

" what you,hEQrd at_thgt time, and what YOuLObserved?”_

‘A. Having been retired at the time, I was not familier at all with the

' situation previous td the accéptance of the Potsdam terms. Having

'been Bombed out, I was more or less'preoccupied about moving hither
and thither, tryirng to find a home., =~ = = ‘ B |

& Well, I'think we should go back to the period before you retired. Pre=
‘viously you stated that you were present ot sudiences granted to the
Premiers Designate. 1/hen General TOJO was appointed as Prcmier and
came and had an audience with the Emperor, what commission, what
objective did the Emperor assign to Premier TOJO before he assumed
office? | % "~ wy u Eal | = |

7" A. There having been about seven changes in thc cabinet during my tenure
' of office, and heving no records of those audiences, 1 cannot say;
'but'aS'I recall, His Majesty usually urged the Premiers Designate to
proceed with their work in accordance with the Constitution and his
commends on those occasions concerned general and not spec¢ific matters,

). The appointment of TOJO came 2t such a dramatic moment in world history

that I wonder 1f you could recall any porticular matter that the Emperor
might have touched on at this time? ' ~ ,
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A. It was such a brieflaudience that the Emperor.did not go into any de-
tail regarding specific subjects,

2+ It was limited then to mere formalities of receiving the Premier
- Designate?

A. Yes. If you wish to have some observations of mine relative to the
Imperor's feelings and attitudes, 1 should be glad to make one or two
. remarks..

fQ;,-Abont_what specific period?
, HA,.LDnring;my tenure of offioe;

Do ¢ 1E€8, I'would like to have Just personal oplnlons as to his feelings
about the subjects we have covered,

A. Vhen a Jcpanese plenipotentiary leaves'for'a'foroipn*ooqt or returns
to Japan from a foreign .post, it is customery for the Emperor to re-
ceive him in audience. His M.jesty's remarks to a plenipotentiary
leaving for a post would be. "Gokuro".which is an expression of
"Godspeed" as well as encouragement ior the task he is undertaking,

cand the same remarks.would be made to a plnnlpotentlary returning
from a post, this time with a feeling of gratitude for the service
that he had rendered in.a forelgn countrv His Majesty has been
very profoundly interested in the nation's forblgn relations, and he
has proceeded with his diplomatic interests with extreme care’ in
pursult of the policy of peace. This sentlment was very strongly
expressed on the occasion of the new year when Japcn greeted the
2600th year of the nation's founding. The pocm compoqed by Hls

Mijesty at the opening of the year on this occasion was: =

"West, East,

Let thero be intercourse

In spirit of amity;
This, is my prayer "

At the dawn of the new ycar."

As one .who has served close to the Euperor for a number of years, I
was very profoundly impressed by this spirit expressed by the Emperor
in the very midst of the hostilities with China. I have brought this
matter to your attention in the hope that, by giving you some glimpse
-inte that aspect of His Majesty's charmctur and attitude, it might
help you to understend som¢ of thc problunq you are trv1ng 10 probe,

i Did you notlce at any time any concnrn on the part of thcﬁEJpnror a8
to the course of events tying Jupan in more closely with what we had

termed and dcglgnated the European A,.ressor Nations: Italy and
Germany?

-A. In my observations there were a _number of things--or I might evén say,
a great. number of things--over which the E,peror was very deeply con-
cerned at this time, so I cannot say whethér he was particularly con-
cerned at all with the drift of Japan toward what you call the European
Agressor Nations, but observing from the sidelines, it is my impression

that His M.jesty was very anxious over the situation prcvalllng at the
timeq

Questions bv Commander 1/ilds:
Qe Acmiral, when did you first learn of the moves for peace?

A, After the Government's decision had already been passed.
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Jde At what time was that?

A lAugﬁst“;A.“ A S

Qe 'Héfe yoﬁ surprisea?

A, 1 was not shockéé.nor-surprised.nor overjoyed; My emotions were confused,

Q. “Were you shocked, Admiral, that the decision had been made?

A. Having gleaned items from the press, 1 was more or less prepared for
such an eventuality, but as to the fate into which the country had
fallen, I was taken with a feeling of sadness, and having served hils
Majesty up to the year previous, I immediately felt a very strong
scnse of sympathy toward His Majesty.

3. Vhen you say that you were rather shocked by the state of the nation,
do you mean that you did not realize the extent to which Japan's
military forces in the field had been atirited--the extent of the los-
ses that had been incurred? Is this what you meant? Prior to the

surrender, did you know the extent to which various military forees
had been defeated in the field?

A. Yes, by the reports appearing in the neswspapers.

J. Now, to go back just briefly to the beginning of the war: WThy was
- TOJO named Premier?

A:. 1 do not know,
Q. Did vou expect that he would be named Premier, or were you surprised?

A. I neither expected it nor wes I surprised; but I only thought g and k-
Has the Army at lest beccome accured in a dominance similsr to that
held by the SHOGUN? Such wss the feeling that 1 had 2t the time.

J. Admiral, would a more determined effort, a stronger effort on the part
of the Egmperor to avoid war have been «ffective?

A. I made a few remarks purely in my capacity as private citlzen expres-—
sing impressions which I had obtained during my years of service. Be-
fore you, Qommender'ﬂilds, came into this room, I had explained to the
other gentlemen about the position and function of the Grand Chamber-
lzin, which would enable you to understiend wany I am in no position
whatsoever to reply to your question. The Grand Chamberlain has a
very fixed function, He does not involve himself or perticipate in
political or military matters whatsoever, and in this respect the
Grand Chamberlain is very strictly and specifically instructed by His
M2 jesty. This being the case, His Majesty docs not disclose one 10ta
of any matter pertaining to politics or militery affairs to the Grand
Chemberlain which makes it impossible for me to reply to questions of
such a nature,

Those instructions were very strict. To give you a bit of a back-
ecround: You are familiar with the incident of May 15, =nd later of
Fecbruary 26, 1936, at which time close advisors of the Emperor were
attacked. The social unrest was very strong at the time. Should
persons close to the Emperor involve themsclves or particilpate in
political or military affairs, it mesnt that it would endanger the
personal lives of these men, and thereby make 1t impossible to serve
the Throne well, and for this reason the Emperor instructed those
close to him to keep out of politics and military affairs, and those in
service mede a determined effort to keep themselves out so that they
might serve the Emperor properly and well,
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The fact that three Grand Chamberlains were suocessively Admirals in the
Navy may have given rise to the impression that the Grand Chamberlain
has had something to do with politids or military affairs, but the
gecneral rule in selecting a Grand Chamberlain is, that he is not a
member of the volitical parties or that he has not been engaged in
politics, and it is out of more or less coincidence that Admirals

have been appointed to this post--they were appointed purely as
civilians. When I, as a retired Admiral, entered the service as

Grand Chamberlain, it was with the determination that I should serve

ss a civilian with no Naval connections whatsoever, |




Appendix A to Interrogation No. 507

‘ 2o CeNuY

27 November 1945
MEfORANDUM

SUBJECT: Interrogation of Admr HYAKUTAKE, Grand Chamberlain during the
period 1936 to August 1944,

1. Admiral HYAKUTAKE is in vosition to know the background of un-
official pressures and influences thet swayed the EMPEROR during this
period and will be interrogated on these sources. OSpecial emphasis will
be placed upon

a. The vaious pressure groups at work during the war seeking
access to the EMPEROR.

b. The persons and factors which induced the EMPEROR to approve
the war plans against the United States.

c. The reasons why the MANCHURIAN incident with Russia in 1939
was concluded and the reasons why General UMEZU was charged with main-—

taining peace on the Manchurian border throughout the period of war with
the United States,

d. The relative influence of the Army and Navy in the National
political 1ife.

e. The background of events that led up to a consideration of
seeking a method of concluding the war,

507 e




