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Why this project?

● 2014: WikiProject Women 
Writers

● 2015: Women in Red
● 2017: Wikipedia Visiting Scholar, 

Digital Scholarship Group, 
Women Writers Project, 
Northeastern University (Boston)

● 2017-2019: ~450 new biographies 
about women writers and their 
works

● 2019: Women Writers in Review
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Methodology

(#firstofitskind)
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Cultures of Reception

Critical review of Leonora (1806), by Maria 
Edgeworth. Source: HathiTrust. 
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/njp.32101076402963

General evaluations of the overall 
tone taken towards the text:
● 70: Mixed
● 44: Very negative
● 39: Somewhat negative
● 214: Very positive
● 155: Somewhat positive
● 106: Neutral or no evaluation
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Visualizing evaluations over time

Prototype visualizations created by Steven Braun, Digital Scholarship Group, Northeastern University 
Libraries 6



Data

● About: https://wwp.northeastern.edu/review/about
● API: https://wwp.northeastern.edu/review/api
● Authors: https://wwp.northeastern.edu/review/authors
● Sources: https://wwp.northeastern.edu/review/sources
● Tags: https://wwp.northeastern.edu/review/tags
● Terminology: https://wwp.northeastern.edu/review/about/terms
● Works: https://wwp.northeastern.edu/review/works
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Structure



Authors
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Periodicals
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Works
(books, poetry, essays)
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Reviews
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● review of (P6977)
○ review score (P444): Very negative; Somewhat negative; Mixed; 

Neutral or no evaluation; Somewhat positive; Very positive
○ review score by (P447): Women Writers in Review 
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Review of (P6977)



Tying it together
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● described by source (P1343) = Women Writers in Review 
(Q63683777)
○ author (Q482980): Maria Edgeworth
○ literary work (Q7725634) (e.g. novel; Q8261): Edgeworth, Maria, 

1768-1849. Leonora. London: J. M. Dent & Co., 1893. 
○ periodical (e.g. magazine) (Q41298): The British Critic. London, 

England: 1800-09
○ review (Q265158); book review (Q637866): Unknown. “Art. 23. 

The Natural Daughter; with Portraits of the Leaden-Head Family. 
A Novel. By Mrs. Robinſon. In Two Volumes. 12mo. 8s. Longman 
and Rees. 1800.” The British Critic. London, England: 1800-09.
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Described by source (P1343)



Described by source (P1343)



Attribution
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● Some parts of this slidedeck are drawn from an earlier 
presentation: Ashley M. Clark, Sarah Connell, (August 1, 2016), 
META(dATA)mORPHOSIS, XML In, Web Out: International 
Symposium on sub rosa XML. Permission for its reuse was 
provided by Amanda Rust, Digital Scholarship Group, Northeastern 
University Libraries.

● I’m grateful for Amanda Rust’s support and guidance, as well as the 
assistance received from James Heald, Will Kent, Lane Rasberry, 
Mike Peel, Lucas Werkmeister, and others to develop a 
methodology for this project. #firstofitskind
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Thank you
R. Stephenson-Goodknight (2019), Wikidata-fying 
“Women Writers in Review”, 2019, 
WikiConference North America. CC BY 4.0
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