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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TiL FAR 2uST

THE UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA 'y et 2}

- VS8 -

ARAKT Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition

Deponent: SLIBA, wetsuo

Feving been duly sworn in accordance with the procedure followed

in my country, I do hereby depose and S8y as follows:

l. From November 1940 until January

1944, I served in the Section

Two of the Naval Affeirs Bureauy, Nevy Ministry. At the termination of

the war I held the rank of Captain. During the time I wes in the

» From around September 1941, relations between the United

Stetes end Japan

There was some

opposition to this move, and we lnew that the Americens insisted upon

8

‘this point. I hearg from O¥A that he thought there was no harm

acquiescing to the withdrewal,

3 OKA constantly advised his subordinates that we should evoid

war by all means. In the middle of September there was a strong wave

of feeling or sentiment, ths

t these negotiations would fail, partieularly
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in the Government, OK! used to come to us end try to pecify us, Or
encourage us, and say that ve sheuld not be discoureced, but should

meke every cffort to successfully eonclude the negoetiations.

L. .J.bout October 16, 1941, the Third KONOYE Cabinet resigned
en bloc, and on Oetober 18, 1941, the T0J0 Cabinet was formed. The

TOJO Cabinet then decided to serep ell previous undcrstandings and

start afresh, and it considered the weys end means of this new approech
all durin; the month of Octobcr. Tn November & proposed draft of new
negotiations, being undertaken by the new Cabinet, was eomplcted.
There were two proposcls: A and B, and the reply to these proposels
came on November 6 from the Unitcd Stetes. There was @ great diver-
genes between our note and the /merican reply.

5. When we recelved thé American roeply of November 26, 1941,
T went into OKA's office and he said, “This is indeed regrettable and
the negotiations arec hopeless, and it might be diffieult to avoid war."

He shed tcars and did not speck for sometime. Then he spo e TO me

again and seid, *Jf wer is unavoidable we musty fight fairly and above-

boayd."

6. If T remember correctly it wes the 3rd or ith of Deccmber that
a mimeographed copy of the final note to the United States was turned

over to by OK: for study. This dreiv, T was informed, was prepared by
the Foreign Office. As to form I felt that the note was inadequatc &as
an ultimatum, and I sugeested thaet a clause be inserted that we reserved
the right of free ection, which would make it @ clear as &n ultimatum.
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Then he said, "If that is 80, I hope you will meke the necessary re-
vision in the note. I then wrote inblue pencil at the end of this
draft thet we reserve the ri.ht of free action. OK.. expressed himself
as being of the same opinion concerning the contents of the note and
approved the suggested change.

7+ The rceson I suggcsted the revision of the note in order to
make it a clear ultimetum was because of the expression of QK. in
urging us previously to ficht feirly and above-boord, if it should
bcecome necessary.,

8. Subsequently I had a further conversation with OKi, who stated
that he had discussed the suggestcd change in the note with the Foreign
Office representative, who informed 0¥ that the edditional languasc wes
not necessary. OK. stated that he was further informed thet the note

Was considcred an ultimatum in diplomatic language, and thet the

edditional phrese suggested would be unnecessary and supecrfluous. Hc

further steted that it was 2 metter in which he was compelled to accedc
to the wishes of those in & better position to pass upon such questions.
I know from my own personal knowledge that OKL worked faithfully and
expended considerable effort torards meintaining peaceful relstions
with the United Stotes.

9. In the Greeter Eest .\sio Conferecnee hcld in November 19)3,
OF.s Tekezumi, S TO, Kenryo end maeny others (including myself) were
present as the attendants of T0JO, Hideki, the representative of Japan.
But the Greater Test Lsie Ministry and the Foreisn Office took the
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leeding part in nrepering snd running the Confr rence, »nd the attendents
to the representative merely attended the Conference and tonk no nctive

nert,

On this 10th dsy of Oct,, 1947

At Tot{ 0

DEPONENTy SFIBA, Ketsuo (Sesl)

) MA, Shinji hereby certify thet the sbove statement wes sworn

by the Denonent, who affixed his slegnrture and seal thereto in the nresacnce
of this vitness,

On the seme date

At Togo

WITN®ESS: (signed) SOMIYA, Shinji (seel)




Ol: J-T h

Tn eceordance with my conseicnce I swear to tecll the wholc

truth withholding nothing end adding nothing.

(signed) StHIB., Yetsuo (scal)




