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Where interviewed: Melji Building

Interrogators Mr A. C. Ingersoll, Jr

Interpreter: None

Allied Officers present: 1st Lt J. D, Held?t

SUMMARY

Captain.KAWAMURA, C, sailed from Singapore on the
1ast ship to leave this port, as Asst Chief Officer on

the KAZUURA, a hosplital ship.

He was Captain of a tanker leaving MpJI in a con-
voy of ten merchant and eight escort ships the last of
December 1944, arriving at Singapore January 1945. His

was the only ship to get through to port.

This interrogation is a story of that convoy. 1t
brings to light the difficulties experienced¢ in shipping
and losses as a result of combined Allied attack.
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Will you please give us your name and your present occupation?

1 an Captain Chuji Kawariura and now I am Cantain of the San

Diego Maru at Yokohamna.

What i1is the tonnage?

7,268 gross tonnaze, an oil tanker.

Fow long have you been on that ship, Captain?

This ronth.
Just this I'onth?

What was yvour last ship before that?

The Sarawak, gross tonnage 5,000, an ATrMy Tanker.,

when did you get en that ship?

Noveriber 20, 1943.

There did it sail?

e made three trips to Singapore, bringing back aviation
sasoline. On the fourth voyage to S51ingapore the bow of the
ship, about sixty feet, was blown of ¢ and it was towed 1into

"fanila. Repairs at IlTanila were irpossible SO WeE returned TO
vokohana at the end of Aurust, 1944 Repalrs were concluded
iddle of Deceriber. I sailed fron Yekohara

ot Yokoharna in the m
for Singapore agaln on Decertber 31, 1944.

Tn convoy all the way s

Yes, CONVOYe

ke & .
“ow many shlps wers in the convoy?

mTen merchant shlps.

Fow nany escorts.

Eight. It was a Vvery difficult voyage.

7411 vou bplease describe that voyage?

At first that convoy Was ten ships, rost ol

eizht escorts.

“hat was your speeC”

12 knots.
tell us about that trip Now?

T+ was a very rough trip. Ve siasled at the end of Decenber fromn
"oji. The convoy exnected tO £0 &S far as Manila, AT that

tire Task Force 538 was 1n the South China sea, SO the plans

were changed and the convoy entered Raffels Taleric TiEaY
Shanghai., It then proceeded TO Takao and Formosz. On the way
over one ship Was sunk by subnarine off Fornoesa heal Keeling,
Jsnuary cth, 1In the port of Takao e WeTrE attacked by carrier

planes and three vore ships WeTeE sunk.
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Q, - 7hat date was that?

L

~ttacked by airplanes and three shlps Were
were hit. One ship broke dowmn =2nd was

January 9th ve were
sunk; no escort ships

2180 lOSt @

Jere they in the harbor at Takao?

Une 4n the harbor and two outside the harbor.

Now, I would like To have you describe the ailr attock in detail.

Fron daylight to evening four successive waves cale that way
(indicating with hands).

how many other snhips besides your convey Wwere daricged in this

at aclk?®
Two ships inside the harbor besides My convoy, and nany sroller

ships were darnaged.

I onder if you could guess how rany borbs fell in the harbor?

Ahout 100 horbs.

There were threc ships sunk in the harbor nltogether?

Yes, and naybe sone srall ships. luch danage Wos done to the

city and the port.
“lag there 1uch anti-aircraft fire?

Not ruch from the city, but ships in the harbor shot down

four or five plaones.
“here was vour shir when the attack happened in the harbor?

fn the harbor tied to the buoy.

What did you do on your ship when the planes core’

"le had twelve rachine guns and eifty Mavy men in ry fun Crew.

You stayed right there. You didn't try to leave®
No.
vou stayed right there. Did =2ny planes ~ttock your ship?

Yes.

How many bonbs were dropped =2ined at your ship?

About ten bormbs near s gy

Yiow far did they land from your ship, approxitately?

inother ship 200 yards away was Sunk.

100 reters.
the planes froit

Did the rachine gun fire from your ship keeb

hitting you?
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It wes very cloudy weather, low hanging clouds., The visibi-
1ity was so poor thot we couldn't see the planes in tine to

shoot =2t then., The clouds were hanging about 2,000 reters
above the ships.

Didn't the planes core lower than thot?

The

3

1anes were down as low as 2 to 300 recters =2bove the ship.
How long after this did you sail fromn Takao?

The next doy, the 10th,

Can vou tell us what happened after thet?

“la followed the China coast in shallow woter past Hong nonge.
Did you p=ass down outside of Hainen?

Yos.. "hen we had reached a2 point just north of Eainan Island
-0 reccived news of Task Force 58 proceeding north throuch the
China Sc¢a nnd ve returned to Hong Konge On January 13th, we
reached Hong Kong. On January 15th and 16th, two days, we
were attacked by carrier planes in Hong Kong harbor.

What d-mage wes done by thet attack?

Pour out of the five cargo ships reraining in ry convoy were
sunk in Hong Kong harbor. No other ships were sunk.

Tell us sorething sbout those attacks?

No escort ships were sunk, just hit, Hach day about 300
carricr plones, for two days 600 planes.

Were they just attacking ships or were they 21so borbing the
harbor, docks, and towns®

They attocked the airficld and the docks.
Was there ruch anti-aircroft fire there? “

Therc were no land anti-aireraft guns and no Japanese planes,
The only resistcnce was by the ship's anti-circraft fron
roored ships.

Do you consider that was a sufficient defaonce?

I think on these two d-ys our defense was effective,
Four ships were sunk ond six eonvoy vessels dztiarzed., It
doesn't sound as though 1t were effective.

About twenty to thirty airplanes were shot down; naybe r.ore.
On the evening of the second day we had only 200 or 300 round
of arunition left on the ship. Because of the shortage of
arunition at the end of the second day and the probability
that we would be sunk on the third day if the attacks were
continued. I ccnsulted with the convoy cormiander end he
suggested to £ill the shin's tanks with water to make it ap-ear
to be half sunk to deceive possible attackers, but this pro-
cedure wos not c-rried out. No attack nm~teislized on the
third day.
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Interrogation of Captain Chuijili Kawanura Cont'ds
0. ™ot heppencd after that?

. A, My ship with four escorts on the rerning of the 176 lett
: Hong Kong and proceeded down along the China coast, passing
~orth of Heinan Islond and following the coast of Hainan Island «

to the port of Yulin, where we spent the night. The next
rorning we cut 2cross directly to the coast of Indo=China ~nd
followed the coast south past 3aigon to Pointe de¢ Canau, the
southern~ost point in Indo-Chine, and then crossed directly
to the coast of Malaya, Just off the ccast of ialaya, an
cseort ship was hit but not sunk by torpedo on January 24The
The roraining three escorts aceorpanied ne down the coast of
lialaya to the Singapore Stpaits, On January 26th, the nlance
of the convoy anchored in the Singzpore Straits, That night
India-based B=29's drovrped i’ines in the S1ingapore Straits
channel near our anciorage. The next rcrning while attennting
+o enter the port ny ship was d-riaged by a 1vine and we anchored
waiting for the Navy to sweep the channel, rcmalning there fron
the 27th to the 31lst of Januaryv., Then 1y shin entered ary cocks
at Singapore the nlddle of February and erergency repairs were
cor:pleted liarch 15th., Six nerchant shins ond six escorts
sailed on the 19th of Iierch in a ncrth=bound convoye

0., ‘That were those six perchant ships, were they all tankers?

L, No, there were three tankers, including one s'all tenker and
two large tankers, two ¢rgo ships going to Forr ¢si.

N. ‘lere the three tenker loaded?

A LoadeG.

) o “that kind of oil®

A i'y ship was loaded -ith diesel cil.
Qe ind the other two?

U &
fg ne big tanker was lo~ded with gasolinc for Janan and the
small tanker w2s lcnded 7ith rasoline for Forriosa.

& o Now will you tell us about thet trips
fie The convoy started ilarch 19th, and iy shin struck a nine.
0 Where?

L Ri-ht outside Singapore in the nain channel near Horsburg
light.

Qe tnd then what?

A It rot o big hole in thc encine roor a2nc 1t Was toiwved to
shore.

: A ind nut on the bench?
Fiw YJS, bU.t it SU.nk on t]:e "Way.

AR L total lose?

Li e Y’&S.
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0. Then what dld you do?

i A. On the way to the beach the ship was sunk. At that tine all
T but seven cf the crew werc transferred from the ship tc another
ship in the convoy and they proceeded with the convoy tTO
Saigon. 1 2nd the otrer offlcers remained on the shlip over-
night, bcached. & Naval vessel cane from 51ngapore and rescued

us. 1 landed again 2t Singapocre on March 20th and then walted

until April 1st «hen o hospital ship wes lcecaving Singapoire, the
Kazuura. I salled fron 3ingapore on the Kazvura 28 Assistant

Chief Officel.
That happened after that?

ciD
o

.. Thc hospital ship 1oft Singavnore april 1st and arrived at foji

the 25th. Between Singapore and Eong Kong we observed rany
1and planes from the Philippines scouting OVer the ship buv
we were never attacked.

n., What dic the ship carry?

: No cargc, onlLy wounded soldiers.

0. No cargot

L. Shortly before the Kazuura sailed fror: Singapore the Awa 1.2aTu
was sunk by s subriarine in the South China Sea on April lst,
nresunably because of susplcién that 1t WAS carrving cargo
in s2dditicn to wounded soldiers. Becsuse of this event the
authorities at Singapore Were very careful to avoild any cargo

being on the LKazuurl.

0. Now, there were NO bther events on the homeward Lraps

etween Forrosa 2and shanghai the ship was anczain scouted by

f )
He 13
American land plancs.

n. "hen you left Singapore on the garav-k did you think you could
cet through to Japan?

A, The convcy was only plonned as far as Heny Konf. Bevond Long
Kong there werce no definite nlans at the +ire we left Singapore.

“Thet did you think vere ycur chances?

D

Lis Bailng & very IOE 'y S5GL80I, I think we nizht hove becen able to
¢ct to Japan safely; that is 1y opinion. But in spite of the

fog, plones were always able to follow the ship.

wWhat hanrecned to the rest of the shins in that convoy?

N
@

.. None arrived in Hcng Kong e

0. Yhat haphened TO then?

4. They =zre presuncd £+o have been sunk of f the ccast of Indo-China.
The detnils are unknowm. -

Do vou know zhat the 1ast convoy was to COi€ up?
: March 19th wes thc last CONVay.
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o ln&errogation 5f Captaln Chuil Kenarurg cont'd.
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. n. None after that left Singapoles

v

ow the crew on the Sarawak nocted with all thase

. . Can you tell e h
. ~ttacks going on? Did any of the crew desert at Tak20 CT Heong
. Kong? :

L. No. One died 2t Takac.

n. 'That diad the rien on ships at that time think spbout the chances
of the war? Whatl were their ideas about the future or rest of
the war?

& J i i .. . .

i. When 1 was 1n anila for repalrs 1 the surrner of 1944 T learned

that the ships sailing vetween Forrcesa ond Iuzon were sufforing
1 heavy losses DY subriarines in the Bashi Straits north of Luzon,

and at that tire 1 and 1y associlates becan to fear thaot the

war wes beginning to be lost, or begon TO feel uneasy.

N, “Then were you sure that it wos lost?

ii. In I"arch at Singapore 1 began to think th~t the war was lost.

Je HHGT caused yocu TO COIE t6 that oninion?

4. The fact that few OT no skips were able to ~rrive at their
destinaticn safely.

Ne DO yoU wnow that in liarch, 1942, beginning in 1942, Japan wWa

. 1csine ships faster than you were able to build then? From

Ifarch, 1942, On, shins were 1lost faster than they were huilt.
Frorr then on always less ships. DO you wnew 1t sterted down
from then on? : -

A. I knew that at the tine, only Jjust the outline, nct the exact
nui-ber .

n, 1f you knew as lonz a:c as 1942 thot Japan was losing ships
faster than she Was vuilding ther:, what wos your idea as O
what would be the cuteorie in 19427

A. I didn't belleve the actual state of things. 1 belicved in the
stateoriants of the Japanese Inperial'ﬂeadquarters that Japan
wog wimning the wals. T actually kKnew the flect wos bhecoring

grieller and sraller, but I liked to selicve in tne stnterents
igsucd by the Jopanesc Irnerial Headguarters th~t Japan was
winninyg the woT ~zninst frericae
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