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U.S. STRATEGIC ROMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
c/0 POSTVASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION 0. (USSBS 194) Place: Tokyo
MAV NO 45 Date: 28 Oct, 19453 0930=1200

Division of Origin: !"aval Analysiss Division
Suvbject: TFscort and Protection of Shipping
Personnel interrogated and background of each:
Lievt. Commander YASUMOTO, Shisei, IJN., Commander of the escort vessel

SHIQKAZE, lMarch 1944 to June 1945, Staff Of ficer of 103rd Convoy Escort
Squadron, Seventh Fleet, from June 1945 to end of war,

here interviewed: NMEIJI Building, Room 748.
Interropator: Captain Steadman (n) Teller, U.S.T.
Interpreter: Lieut, Comdr, Donald (n) Bartlett, U.S.I.R,

Allied Officers Present: Prigadier Gemperal G. Gardner, U.5.i.

SUIMMARY

Submarine attacks on Japanese Shipping in the SOUTE CHINA SEA and adjacent
waters became increasingly severe curing early 1944 and brought about more
strict convoy escort instructions and some uniformity of escort formations.
However, the lack of escort vessels and the ability of American submarines
to attack convoys in very restricted waters where escort formations could
not be maintained, partially nullified these efforts to save the rapidly
shrinking Japanese Merchant larine,

Carrier air strikes on shinping in MANILA and CORON Bays in September 1944,
disrupted the regularly travelled North - South shipping route which coast-
ed the estern PHILIPPIIES prior to that time, Other forms of air attack
were of secondary importance until the last month or two of the war, when
aircraft mining, low-level attacks by B-25s, and harrassing attacks by day
and night search planes contribnted materially to the final destruction of
Japznese shipoirge
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TRAVSCRIPT

Q. Deseribec the attacks madc on convoys while under escort of your ship.
A. Whilc Captain of the SHIOKAZE, our convoys reccived one cir attack and iy g

submarine attacks. The air attack was delivered 30 miles west of BAKO in the
PESCADORES, in November 1944 about midnight by one plane (prohably o R=24) .
There was no hits and the closcst bomb was 200 meters off from the TEIRITSU,
a cantured French vessel of 8,000 tons. The first submarine cttack occurred
about 0630 on 10 April 1944, about 7 miles off LINGAYEN GULF, The convoy
was southhound and in following formation, Apparently one submarinc succeced=
¢d in sinking one destroyer and two of the convoy at a range of about 1500
meters, with threc torpedoes apparently fired on the first ettack, It is my
opinion that six torpecdoes were fired of which three sank one ship each,

in the following order: destroyer, Army supnly ship and an amunition ships
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This was the first casuzlty hich I cxvericnced since a new set of convoy plans
and formations had becn set up early in Narch 1944 to meet the increasing
difficulty of supply.

The second submarine attock occvrrcd in the middle of June while cnroute to
MIRI. The convoy "ms prssing very near the southern end of PAL/AWAN ISLAI'D on
the east side., The time was about 0700, There was 2 rcef to starhoard vhich
mande it nceessary to string the convoy out in column ~iith the escorting
vessels ctose aboard to starboard. In this attack there were no Iits, the
first of the torpcdoes having been very clenrly visable because of erratic
behavior in the water., The convoy turned into the attack and avoided being
hit by any of the others,

The third attnck oceurrcd in late June as I was convoying oil tankers north
nlong the West Coast of BORNEO, We received a midnight submarine attack off
JESSELTCN, 4gain the convoy wns strung out in line because o' o narrow inside
pagsage and I wns confident that the narrovmess of the inside passage would
prevent any possible daonger of attack., The chonnel was very narrov but the
attack eppeared to come from the inshore side and three of the convoy were
sunk durine o very heavy squoall about midnight, This was the rirst convoy

to receive demoge in tat inward pessage off JESSELTON. One tonker and two
Bouxite eargoes were sunk., The Bauxite ships were ships of 5,500 tons, the
HIYORI ond HIKANE, The tanker was 7,000 tons, it may hove been KOKUSEL IMARU,

Early in Sentember 1944, I e-me out from MOJI to MANILL and succeeded in reache
ing MANILA 211 right in mid September, I lcft MANILA just before the carrier
planc attack nnd took my convoy to BATIKEO BLY in the northern end of PLLANAN
T spent about 20 days vacillating between thet Bay and ULUGUAN E.LY, holf=ray
don PALAWLN, becnuse of the bad conditions in MANILL BAY and CORON which

were under attock, In BATIKEO BAY there were many ships, some bound for the
EMPIRE and somec for the south, About the lst of October I led my convoy

south to MIRI, dropping some Army personnel at JESSELTON, While ot JESSELTON,
the LEVTE SE. Battle occurred., We took on oil at MIRI, The original plan

had been to return the convoy to the EMPIRE by wey of M.NILL, but oving to the
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disastrous conditions in the PHILIPFIIES, plans were changed and with a
convoy of oilers escorted hy one destroyer, ore torpedo boat and one 150
ton submarine chaser, we went to CAPE SAN JACQUES,

e left MIRT on the 3rd or 4th of November in the evening and at 0100 the next
morning received a torpedo attack. This attaclk was delivered from an un<
knovm range to nort, anc one ship of the convoy on the port side of the for-
mation was sunk, 0
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e left SAN JACQUES, hugeing the coast 1n sincle line formation. At late
itude 12-301 longitude 110E, we received air attack at three in the morn-
ing about the 10th of November, duringe a heavy squall, One ship, the
tanker SEUITEN and one torpedo boat were sunk, This attack appreared to
come from the inshore side.
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!
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Off HAINVAN ISLAMD fhe 12th or 13th of November, a 4 motored bomber circled
about but delivered no attack. Continuing to hug the coast at the clesest
pcint for a run over to TAKAO, I intended to enter CANTON, but heard it was
under attack. I received the sneffectual B=24 attack about the 13th or
14th of November, betireen HONCKOVG and TAKAO,

Did you experience any air attack in waters near FORMOSA?

The SHIOK.ZE had a separatc duty during January 1645 which was to carry
army and Favy aireraft pllots from APLREI to TAKAO in FORMOS.. The UME

was the flaeship, the other two ships were the KAIDE and the SHIOKLZE, We
Jeft TLKLO 50 January at 0700. .n hour after leaving TiKiO ve saw formation
of B-2/s -thich was proceeding to the attack of TLK.LQ, and although we were
not then attocked, e consicdered that we had been discovered and therefore
~1tered course to west rather tian making straight south for APLRRI, After
three hours on the western course, e ~ssumed n course direct for [PiRRI.
At 1500 ~hen 20 miles off the southern tip of FORMOS.L, about 20 B=25s ~nd
pP-382s attacked the three destroycrs vhich vere preoceeding at 21 knots in 2
trioangle formation. Lecording to plan, ten nlanes from FORIIOSL were T.0
convoy us from the southern tip of FORMOSL south, ~nd ve therefore thourht
that the first few plancs we saw at 10,000 meters “rere our ovn plancs of
the GINGL Type. It was only when they circled cround shead of our forma-
tion and mode on attack did we realize 1t QS R-25g making an attack from
the sun, The plonc formotion divided into three groups, attacking one ship
cach, The UIE received about four bombs delivered at lov level (=0 meters) .
The KAIKE rcecived about three. The UME sank, her stern broke off. The

¥ IKE ~ns doamiged about the bridge n? =g nable to return to TLKLO. The
SFTOK.LZE reecived no hits and was able to nick up survivors from the UlL,
and toke them to ToK.O. The SHIOKLZE rcceived no direct bhits but wias sO
shnken up by near misscs that her shafts were shaken out of linc and one of
her turbincs was put out of action, Personnel on the bridge of the flog-
ship (ULE) wverc nearly all killed by strafing.
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Q. To what extent was shipping to ~nd from TAKAO interfercd with by oir ~nttacks?
A. It -iasn't very much in formations or convoys, single ships were frequertly
bhits

Q. You spoke of 2 chonge in convoy nlans and instructions in early March 1944.
hat were significnnt changes and why were they made?

L. The suhmarine attacks had becn clenrly increasing during January and® Feb-
urary, particularly in the FORFOS.L - PHILIPPIVES Area, and until carly in
llarch no precision hnad been exnccted with regord o convoy formations,

There was = rreat varicty of oninion with regard to convoy fromontions, par-
iculorly the position of the convoy commander's ship. Plans berctofore

16 been formulate’ by individual convoy commonders anc heecuse many of

the const ccfense ship captains vere reserves from the Merchant IF~rine, 1n-

doctrination wes considered nccessary, nd from ihe indoctrination plons
come some uniformity,

. Skctch n diasgr~m of that you considered to be the hest protective formation?
. At this timc the Munber Onc Constol Convoy Unit issued o beok of instruc-
tions called ™umber Onec Const~l Escort Unit Operating Plans'. Therec are
~ prent many formations, morethan ten formations cccording to the number of
ships, Then locking out for submarine torpedoes, the norm=l formation wins
A block protected by ring formotion = the cscort vessels standing off, one
thous~nd or tro thousand meters., If there —ere plenty of eseort wvessels &
scrcen s sent forrard but this situsntion seldom obtained., This Screen
wns placedabout 1C,000 meters forvard but ~lvways rithin visibtility., ‘lell
before drn it vas advised thnt one escort vesscl fron breck to trhe limit
of visibility ~n? the same proccdurc at dusk, Therc ias not any settlc? fore—
motion policy ~s defensc ngainst ~ir ~ttacks, but with regarcé to my own pers
form-ncc during nir attocks I orderced the convoy 10 close formation in order
o pongolidate =nti=cireralt fire.
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3. Under —haot conditions did convoys zig-zog?
A. Wherever there was room zig-zogeing was normel procedibre,

0, That werc the special instruction regarcing teking shelter at night or
taking particular routcs to ovold aubmarine atiacks?

L. Beginning about September 194/, special orders were issued for the coast of
INDO-CHINA ~nd the PALAVAN Passoge to travel only by day -nd hide durirg
the night. Thesc orders olso covered the ~aters betvecn MAIMILA and APLREI
~nd the chain south of FORMOS.. From Lugust 1944 our casunltics had been
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esnecially hiph in area 1 AVILA to FOHIOSA.

To what extent did the convoys escorting throvgh tae PHILIPPI.ES receive

2ir assistance?

One escorting nlane Jrom FAUILA used to come in the morning enc met convoys
coing south of'f TIGAYEN GULF ond stey with them until they enterecd FAUILA.
There was =nother single nlane for convoy searches nortl: and wrest of APARIL;
21so o single ~lane Der convoy escorts along the coast of INDO~CIIVA ond the
northrest coast of NORLO. Sonetimes there were tiro planes, 21most always
one.

Did the convoy commancer have direct communcations with the nlanes?
Only twice in my experience Lhas any communcations succeece’, ‘e rad racio
sets esnecially intencec for that communicotion kvt they never ide) TR

To wheot extent was radar used ror ~rotection of convoys?

On mv ship, the SHIOKAZE, there 28 no radar for surfece seerch Hut my equip-
ment would nick un planes at . ma- imvm oF 70 kilometers, In verwy cool conw
ditions, we could pick vp one nlene hetreen £0 and 7O lilometers.,

“hat were the ereatest prohlems o7 convoving hetreen tnre times of May anf
Sentember 1645 in the EIPIFE-KOIBA Area? y |
™o main nroblem wes getting shins scross TSUSI 1id aTr L I7S ont getting men
and materiels from the Asiatic Coast to JAPAIL.

Whet esused the nrinciple ship losses dvring this »neriod; mires, sirecrart,
or submerines?

Turine the month of June it wag nrincip2lly submerires mithin the YELLO:

STA and also in TSUSIINA STR.LITS. Julv it vas mires in the waters song the
south cosst of LOREA, and along -1tk the mines mbcrine gunning OV segnlones,
ines contirved to he, to the last, an exireme hazerd to tre anproaches of FU-
SAN, Then the T=25s ond P-38s added to the difficuvlty uvd to tre end o7 Avg=

vst, ALt the end, the worst hazarc vCs =255 hombing and strofing,

“That forced shipning to take tih circuiteus route clonpg KOREA znd tre west
skores of the YELLOT SEA?
T+ w~g becruse of submarines.

To whot extent did single secrch plones flying in the YELLOY SFA interiere
:rith the shinning?
They never were much trovhle., I think there wos sone fdifficvlty in the les=

tern YELIO? SEA from four-motorec se~reh Mlcnes., There we vere using nothing
but smoll shins of chout 1000 tons in orcer to vse imrard nassnges .8 much

ﬂ

~.s possibdle, =nt on shins o this size strofing ottocks were very serious
factor,

Tlere shins still moving srincipally in the doy -n® hicding ot nicht during
tris neriod? -

The possage aecross the TSUSFINA STILITS was alweys ntght Hoss~ge on accovnt
of plcnes, The passages olong the co~st o7 KOTEA were ~cylicht poss-ges bes
s~use of the closed woters and islands,

g
To That extent did night attacks by nlones interfere -rith night nnsscpe of
TSUSKFTIA STRAITST
There were few sinkings but they wvere < nuisance, ‘

nooklet referred to wais printed in TAKAO,
Titles "o 2 COQSTA% ESCORT UI'IT OPEFATIONS PLAINS.
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