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CENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPRIME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIFD POWERS
Government Seetion

7 May 1947
MPMORANDUY TO: Chief, Government Ssction

SUBJECT : Pormation of New Cabinet

The following comments on coalition possibllities are based upon

statemente made during the past week by responsible representatives of
the Soeial Demoeratic Party and upon = comparative analysis of election
results for the Mlet and prefectural assemblies:

I. PLAN A: UL~Party coalition with KATAYAYA as Premier -

Social Demoerats
Democrats

Peoples Cooperatives
Liberals

Critical Factors: ESB and Finance Ministry Portfolios. Soeiel
Demoerats want these offices assigned to Independents with no

previous political comnections whose egonemie and politiesl
philosophies are acceptable to thenm, They also want YOSHIDA as
Foreign Minister., It is alsc alleged that this plan ies favored
by a faction of the Democratice Parity under ASHIDA.

I1. PLAR B: 3-Party coalition headed by XKATAYAMA -

; Social Demoecrats
E Democrats
Pesoples Cooperatives -

This plan calls for the execlusion of the Libersl Party from the

Cabinet. This plan is alleged to be favored by a faction of the
Social Democratic Pgarty and ie considered nossibl

event that the SHIDEHARA and ASHIDA factions split on the issue
improbable, . t

Critical Pactors: Lack of confidence in ability to overcome \

Liberal P rty oppoeition in the Diet, and davelopment of a
Democratic Party split.

or SHIDPHARA (probably'
increased strength
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T™his latter eventuality would result in either YOSHIDA or SHIDEHARA
occupying the post of Prime Minister or Foreign ¥inister and would
organige the Social Democrets, Peoples Cooperatives and ASHIDA
Democrats into = strong non-participating opposition.

%&Mutoﬂ: Lack of confidence in ability to overcome Soclal
oeratic and Peoples Cooperative Party opposition in the Diet and
naintenance of unity within the Democratiec Pyriy.

These three plans are ranked in the following order of probability
by responsible Social Democirate:

1. Plan A - i4-Pgarty coalition
2. Plan B - 3%-Party ccalition
3., Plan C - 2-Pgrty coalition

Determining Factors:

The following cone¢lusions on the part of the major parties o a
soalition thereof will determine the fommation of the Cabinet:

1. That party plurality in the House of Representatives repre-
sents a true index of public preference and therdbre the Cabinet should
be formed by the Social Demoerats with KATATAMA as Premier.

| 2. That no Cabinet can assume full responsibility without the
full cooperation of all four major pariies,

3, That a2 coalition of two major parties with a faction split
from one of the other remaining two parties can form & Cabinet and
operate effectively in spite of opposition from the remaining parties
and factions, |

Analysis and Implications:

Re conclusion 1, sbhove, & comparative analysis of election results
for all legislative bodies, the House of Councillors, House of Repre-
sentatives and the prefectural assemblies discloses that the Social

Democratic Porty, the plurality party in the House of Repressntatives
does not have an undisputed ¢laim to dominant public support with re-
gard to the legidative bodies. For example, the Social Democrats won
a total of 597 seats in the Diet and prefectural assemblies, based on
17,427,908 votes, as compared with 64C seats for the Liberals, based
on 15,302,531 votes, and 666 seats for tme-Soeds® Democrats, based on
16,222,928 votes.

Comparative statisties of possible coalition plans are signi ficant:

PLAN B - Social Democrats-bemocrats-Peoples Cooperallives:

1418 seato® 37,942,295 W?"
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Smimus Democratic Party split, SHIDEBMARA faction estimated at 408
of Farty strength.

PLAN C - Liberals-Democrsis:
1306 seats 31,525,459 votes

PLAN X - Social Democrets-Peoples Cooperatives:
752 seats 21,719, 367 votes.

The ashove statistics provide an adequate basis for rationallzation
by the Liberals and Democrats, provided the Democrats remain unified,
and by the Soecial Democrats, the ASHIDA faction of the Democratie Party,
and the Peoplas Cooperatives, in justification of indspendent assumption

of power,

Note: A representative of the Social Democratic Party today indicated
that Mr. SAITO, Takeo of the Damcorsiis Party would align himself with

&G we V. bW

ASHIDA in the event of a party split, in which case the ASHIDA-SATTO
faction would control 60% of the Party.

Re conelusion 2, above, it 1is reasonable toc assume that PLAN A
{ L~Party coalition) provides th: best assurance for a successful govern-

ment and that this fact is recogniszed by all major pariles,

Re conclusion 3, above, it appears improbable that a partial co-
glition within the four major parties eould be suecessful, although

they could unguestionably assume power and form & Cabinet,

CARLOS P. MARCUM
Chief, Political Affairs Division




GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
GCovernmant Seectinn
Political Affairs Division

9 May 1947

MEMORANDUE FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: INTERVIEW WITH YOREKUBO ditsusuke, Sogial Democratiec Party
Mr. YOREKUBO gave the following resume of the recent meetings

of the Central IZxecutive Committee on 3 ¥ay 1947 and the Central
Committee on 7 May 194L7.

On 3 May 1947 it was declded by the Comaittee that a coalition
cabinet was necessary at the present tisme. The Premiership and
cabinet aministries,ii was declded,were to be Laken up at a hhr
date when the lu.dcra of the four major parties zet.

At the meeting held on 7 May 1947 the Committee decided that
KATAYAMA should be the Prime Minister. FPolicies were drawn up deal-
ing with anti-inflationary messures and policies for speeding up
production of industries were also drafted. The Committee finally
decided that the proceedings of the meotling of the four party heads
should be revealsd to the publlie.

On & May 1947 Prime Minister YOSHIDA and KATAYAMA of the Social
Dempcratic Party aetl for the purpess of discussing the coalition
issue. YCSHIDA informed KATAYAMA that the Soeial Democratic Party
should take the initistive and Jlead coalition negotistions., It was
decided that the meeting of the leaders of the four ma jor partles
would take place on 9 May 1947 in the Speaker?s room in the Dist.
Besides these heads,iir. YONEKUBC stated that NISHIO, ONO, ASHIDA,
amwmmldsccmpmyuu party heads.(The Demoeratic Party has
been undecided as to who would attend. Bota SAITCO and ASHIDA were
axpected to attend. It was decided in this svent that all parties
therefore would send two representatives.)

SHARA's pﬁtm'mldbo mth. gvent
that nmmm Prime mm.rmdhoreplhd that SHILEHARA
would lose hnis following in the Democratic Party, and agresmsnt
would be reached among its members.

CARLCS P, MARCUM
Chief, Politiecal Aijairs Division

Frepared by Capt. Damantes
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