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The fountains mingle with the river
| And the rivers with the ocean,
The winds of heaven mix for ever
_"‘{ith';”éwfa‘et emotion;
Nothing in-the world is single,
All things by a law divine
In one another's beilig mingle--

Why not I with thine?
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See the mountains kiss high heaven
And the waves clasp one another;
No sister-flower would be fordiven
1f it disdain’d its brother:
And the sunlight clasps the earth,
And the moonbeams kigs tha sea—
What are all these kissings worth,

It thou kiss not me?
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PROLOGUE

Scng the Post-Tching-Kou : +*Sure-
ly the Poach-Klowars blossom
over the tomb of Sie-Thao.*’

Do you ask me ‘who she wags—the
heautifel Sie-Thao? Now, dear reader,
I have carefully collected whatever I
have been able to learn of the story of
this poel;eés, and here present it to
you, kqow_iilg that you will thank me
for it. To her. spirit and character you
cunnot reluse your admiration and
love; to her fate you will not deny
your tears,
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And you, good soul, who may suf-
fer the 'Same distress as she once
endured, draw comfort from her sor-
rows; and let this book be your friend,
if from fortune you can find no dearer
companion.,
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LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

It was a beautiful spring morning,
A young man was seen walking do_wn
the road in the eastern snburhs of
Chengtu. He was neijther tall nor
short, but medium sized. His high
forehead ghowed that he had spent
much time in byoks.

That day sll the air was droway
with blossom perfume, and vibrant
with the droning of bees. As he
walked on, he came to a solitary path:
the grass was soft upon it; vast trees
on either side interlocked their mighty

- 18 —
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and moss-grown arms above him,
beshadowing the way; but the deep
vistas of the wood were glorified by
vapors of gold, quivered with bird-
song, and odorous - with  flower-
breathings. The dreamy joy of the
-day ‘entered into .the heart of the
youth, and he sat himself down among
the young blossoms, under the branches
swaying against the violet sky, . to
drink in the perfume and the light.
Even while thus reposing, a sound
caused him to turn his eyes toward a
shady place where wild peach-trees
were in bloom; and he beheld a girl,
beautiful as the pinkcnipg ‘b'l:os'soms

themselves, trying to'hidé among them.

— 18 —



BAIAES » BISETTE BB oo ik o i3t
PRIELRIR » SBATBSHR R » Ml £
ks URELERS o TerblnGthm
STE o B A e MRS TR
o ARRARAE S AP T I G9ARIER I » B
RIS » T4 B o EAEER
% RBME 5 » WRET)—NORE » WG
MRS > HE 5 T R BAEA R B3y >

IO EF B I AERYTINNG » A B tErY
— 16 —



Though he looked for a moment only,
he could not avoid discerning, the
loveliness of her face, and - the bright-
ness of her long -eyes. Bemg a Con-
fucian scholar, he at ohce _tumod his
gaze aWﬁsy\. ‘and, rising quickly,
proceeded on his journey. But so
mﬁch"embarmsse“d d;d he feal at the
idea oi thoso charmmﬂ eyes peepmg
At him through the leaveq. that ‘he
“suifered some taels of sxlver which he
was oarrymg\in his sleeve :to- fall.
without being awsre of it. ,A_._few_
moménts'latei'“he heard the"'patter of
llght feet tunnmg behind h)m. and a
girl’ 8 vmce ‘calling aiter him, "Purning
‘his .tace in great surprise, ‘he saw a

—_— 1T -
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‘comely servant-inald, who said to him,
«Sir, my 'mistre‘s's bade me pick up
and return you' this ‘silver which you
had dropped. upon the road.** The:
young mari tharikéd the girl gracefully,
and mquu-ed ot Xer about tha name of
her miﬁtiess zhat he might thank her
later on. 'l‘o his great astomshment
he was told that the beautiful being he
had seen was noother then Sie:Thao,
the well-known poetess.

— 19 =
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THE MEETING

It was just such another day when
‘the young man, returning by the sams
road, paused once more at the spot
where the gracmus ﬁgure had momens
‘tarily appeared before him, \'t;iut this
time he wah surprised to plreeive,
fthtough a lopn‘j vista of 1mmense trees,
a dwelling that. niad previously escaped
‘his notice,—a country residence, not
large, yet elegant to an unusual degree,
At the summit of terrace-steps beforé
it, the young man saw standmg the

mlstress of the mansion,—the idol of
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his passionate fancy,—accompanicd
by the same -waitilng-maid who hed
returned him the lost silver. While
‘the young man !lodk’ed. he perceived
that their eyes were upon him; they
smiled and converséd together as if
speaking about him, and shy though he
was, the youth found courage to salute
the fair one from a diétz}hce. To his
surprise, the young servant beckoned

im to approach; and opening a rustic
gate the young man advanced along the
verdant alley leading to the terrace,
with mingled feelings of surprise end
timid joy. As he drew near, the
‘beautiful girl withdrew from sight; but.
the maid waited at the broad steps to

— 23 -~
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receive him, and said es he ascended :

**Sir, my mistress understands
you wish to thank her for the trifling
service she recently bade me do you,
arid requests that you will enter the
house as she desires to have the
pleasure of seeing you.**

The young man entered bashiully,
his feet making no sound upon a mat-’
ting elastically soft as forest maoss,
and foupd himself in a reception-
chamber vast, warm and fragrant with
scent of blossoms frcshly gathered. A
delicious quiet pervaded the mansion;
shadows of flying birds passed over
‘the bands of light that fell through the
half-blinds of bamhoo; great buttertlies,

— 25 -
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w;th pinions of tiery eolor, iound their
way in,’to hover g moment ‘sbout the
painted vases, and passf out egain into-
the mystenoua woods. And nmselessly
as ' they, the young mistress of the
mansjon- Qnterqd by \another door and
;kmdly greeted the. youth. who hfted
ie hands to His- t}reant uﬁﬁ. uuﬁcﬁ mw
m aalutatmn{ She was. taller chan he
had deemed her{. and aupplely-slender‘
asa beauteous hl\g “her black han was .
mterwoven w:th creamy blossems ‘her
robea oi pale sxlk tdok shi!tmg tmts'
whien she moved as vapore change hug
mth the. changmg of the lxght.
"Snr 't she. said, when both ked
.eeated themaelves. | "may 2 g inquirg,
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your nemet*

*My name is Tien-Ju,' replied
the ﬁc‘,img man, **and 1 am a native of
Canton. 1 have come to pay a visit
to my friend, Thou-Mou.**

y 'Thou-Mop!f: darling Thou-Mou?*'
murmured Sie, with a singular light
in _ha:teyes. “uThou-Mou is also my
favorite,’s

There was a drowsy music it her
voice, as of the melody of brooks, the
murmurings of spring; and such' a
strange grace in the mauniiér of her
speoch as Tian-Ju\had never heard
| before. Yet _the ycuth would not have
presumed to remain ldng in her
_ presence without a.formal invitation;

— 20 —
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and after having sipped the cup of rich
tea presented to him, he ‘arose to
depart. Sie would not suffer him to
go 89 quickly.

| “*Nay, friend,” she said; *‘stay
yet a little while {n my hoilse.‘_l pray
you;'? for, should your ho'nofed friend

aver loarn that you had besn here, and

that { had not. treated you as &
~;esgectéd guest, 1 kaow that he would
be greatly angered. Remain at least
to supper."’ |
8o Tian-Ju remained, rejoicing
sccretly in his heartifor Sie seemed to
‘him the ,faigqgt and sweetest being he
had ever known, aid he felt that he
Joved her even more than:his father
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and his mother. And while they
taiked the long skadows of the evening
7alole blended into one violet darkness;
the great citron-light of the sunset
faded out; and those starry beings'that
are called tbe Three Councillcrs, who
presxde over life and death and the
destinies of. men, - opened their cold
bright eyes -in the northem sky.
Within the mansion of Sie the painted
lanterns werelighted; the table Wes
laid for the evening repast,; and Tian-
Ju took his place &t it, teelmg little
inclination to eat, aud thinking only
of the churmmg fece before him,
Observing that he scarcely tasted the

“dainties laid upon his plate, Sie pressed

— 38 —
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he‘r“y'oung guest to parteke of wine;
and they Arank several cups together.
lt ‘was a purple wine, so cool that the
cup into which it was povred became
covered with vapory dew; yet it seermed
to warm the vems with strange fire,
To Tien-Ju as he drank. all things
necame _more lummous as by enchants-
ment the walls of the chamber ap-
peared to recede, and ‘the roof to
hejghten; the la.mps glo:wed like starsJ
in_ their chains, and the voice of Sie
ﬂoated to tke youth's ears like some
far melody heard through thé spaces
of a drowsy night. His heart swelled;

his tongue loosened;and words flitted
from his lips that he had fancied he

o 8B
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‘¢ould l{héffrer ‘dafe -to utter. Yet' Sie

séught not to restrain”' him; her lii)s
| gave no smile; but her long bnght eyes
‘seemed to- laugh with pleasure.at his
words of pralse. and to return his gaze
of passmnate admlratmn wnth af-
iectionate interest.

- HI ha".':: heerd;'’ shi. gaid, “of
-your: rare talent. and ‘of your mam
.elegant accnmphshments from your
friend. " I know how to’ smg a “Tittle,
althoudh I cannot claim to possesa any
musical learning. and now-that I have
the " honor of ' finding myselt ‘in. the
soclety of a muslcal profesaor. I will
venture to laY modesty aside,- and beg

you t0 chant a few versea\together '

— 87 —
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‘And their voices-rose through the
_pf}k-fum‘e‘d night.. Yet a moment, and
Tian-Ju, Gvercome by the witchery of
his - campanion’s ‘voice, could only
listen in' spaechless ecstasy.’ while the
lights of the chamber swam dim before
his sight, and'tears of pleasure trickled
down his cheeks.

~ So’the ‘evéiling pussed; and ‘tliey
contm ed to crmverse. and to drmk
the cool purple wine. and to smg the
. ongs of that time, until iar into lh\.
night.. More than . once Tian-Ju
thought of- departmg, ‘but:. each ‘time
'Sle would begm. in that silver«sweet'
vowe of. heﬁs. 60 wondrous a ‘story “of
the great poetar-and of the. grrla ‘whom

89—
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ttey loved, that he beceme -8s one
entranced; or she .would sing for him a
song so strange that all his:senses
seemed to di¢ except tbat of hearmg
And at last as she paused to pledde
him in_a-eup. of wmew’l‘;an-Ju could
not «r’estram himself. fm!h puttmg his
arm about hez round neck and dra ng;
her dainty head closer to him, and
‘kissing the’ lips that were 80 miich
ruddier and sweeter than the wine.
Tn»n thelr lips sepatated 00 mora;—
the night ‘grew old, and they knew it
not,,
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LOVE IS BEST

‘The birds fawakened'. the flowers
opened their eyes to the rising sun,
and Tian- Ju fmmd himself at last
cempnl!er‘ to bid his lavely enchantfess
Iarewell. Sle. accempanymg him to
the terrac klssed him - iondly anu
sald, *‘Dear friend, come hither as
often as you are able,—as often as
your heart whispers you to come.’ 1
knol that you are not of these without
faith and truth, yet, being ‘so young,
you might also be some{imes thought-
less; aad I pray yeu never to forget

- 43 —
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that only the stars have been  tre
‘witnesses of our love. Speak of it to
no living psrson, dearest; and take
with you this little souvenir of our
happy night.*’

'A‘fld she pressnted him with an
exauisite and curiouns little ihing,-—%
paper-weight in likeness of a couchant
lion, wrought from a jade-stone.
Ténderly the youth kissed the gift and
the beautiful hand that gaveit. «May
the Spirits punish ma,:"he'vﬁxved. jf
ever I knowingly givé you cause to
reproach me, sweetheart!*® And they
separated with mutual vows,

‘Henceforth the youth found himself
enabled to pass all his evenings at the
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house of the beautitul Sie., Each night
they devoted to the seme pleasu,rés’
.whi\ch bad meade their first acquain-
tance s0 charming: they ‘sang snd
‘ctonversed bSr turn; they played at
chess; they composed pieces of ¢ighty
thyrnes upon the flowers, the '!tree's_,
the clouds;'-the streams, the bifds, the
bees. But in ell eccomplishments Sie
far exceiled her 'yoim‘g sweatheart,
Vihenever they playe{l at Qhess. it was
always Tian-Ju's general w]m wag

surmunded_» and vanquisted; when they
composed verses, Sie's poems were
ever. superior to his in harmony of
word—coloring. in elegance of form,-in
~ classic loftiness of thought,
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‘So-the summer waxed and waned
upon their love, and the luminous
autymn - came, with its vapors of
phantom gold, its shadows of magical
purple.
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NATION ABOVE ALL

Now it came to pass that a cértain
tribe in the East attacked our frontiers.
Perf:dmusly. wuhout warning! Several
CltlES WQI& in the hauus of Lhﬂ nnetg_u |

‘There wereé 1o words t0 convey the
anger which filled' our pacple  when
they heard the news. AnExpedition-
ary Force was mStantly ra)aed in
the capltal. . The - ever-victormus
‘general Tlan -Wel, the‘uncl@ of Tian-Ju
was appointed 'commaﬁder-#in-chiéi.
Thinking it time for a young man to
serve his country, the old general wrote

— b1 —
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to his nephew, telling him to join the
army and meet him in the front. On
recewmg ‘the letter, Tian-Ju found
himself in a very difficuit” POSltlon.
Was it right for him to abandon his
inistress-who had given him so' much
happinéaa? Coﬁldhe bear the thoughs
that sucb a promismg youth as" he
should ‘n_dulge m a woman while his
beloved couﬁtrv was in danger" He\
did ‘not” kaow what to de, and, there-
‘iore. “he ‘tame to Sie for advlce.
Havmg heard the whole tronble, Sie
smdm a sorfowlul tone:

"It pama-- me. to ‘hear You‘“lea'Ve
me. Sweetheart. However. our mother;
country i8in a life and death strugg[e

~— 58 —
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against o barberious tribe. She is
calling for her true sons to join in the
ranks t'o fi'ght for a brig‘ht.tc-morrowi.
Chind needs you, For the lfberty. and
emancipation of the Chinese nation, I
would rather l_et' you go to the war?'u
- Tian-Ju was greatly moved by her
words, He determined to .answar iho
‘call of his vncle. Thereupon he kissed
his mistregs farewell, promiaing to
write to her as often as possiblé.A On
hearsng this, Sie 'could\ﬁfdt suppress her
sm}réws any longer, Wreéthing her
arms. around his neck, she sobbed :
“Sweatheart, we are about to be
sebamted._ From the very {first, I
kne'_w“ this must happen; and, neverthe-

— Bb —
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lass, it seemecd to mme for the moment
S0 cruelly sudden a loss, 30 unexpected
a misfortune, that I could not prevent
mysclf from weeping! I know that you
will never forget me, and I assure you
that I am yours, now and for ever.
Sg;}sak no more of grief; let me "si;:g
you a saﬁg that you may rejnember iy

singing rather than my tears,*
So saying, Sie begén to chant :

';China's ancient soil is holy,
Dust of ma_ftyrs and of sages,
Tilled by millio‘ns. loyal and lowly,

Down innuinerable agdes,

— b7 —
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Now comes one, a foreign- nation,

Pours “cruel hordeg on China's
land : |

Peaceful soil, a rich'temptation,

Lures to war a robber band.

Sea the people mobilizing,
Drop the pl'ough'and seize the gun,
For their sacred soil uprising,

That it be not overrun,

Hear them marching, see them
flocking,

New barbarian hordes to meet;
China’s sacred soil is rocking
" To the thunder of their feat!

e BY =



R Z IR s
BB o
RHKRERES »
FEHREREHMo

i HIE S
ZILE TR o
BHRARRETS »
GRRAMRUS 2BR o

R s A% »
HEBRBBEH o
RIS BAs »
VERR e o

Mqom



march,

Ere the foul invader_ passes,

Let the whole world hear and see :

China firm and re-uniied,
These marauders to destroy.
Hate with hate shall be requited,

Loye with -z;"-hic'tmy and joyt*
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LETTER FROM THE FRONT

Some weeks later, Sie roceived a
letter in which Tian-Ju wrote :
’fDea'r‘ Thao:

In vain do'I stretch out my
arms toward you when [ awaken
in the morning from my weary
slumbers. In vain do I seek for
you at night when acjlile ifi-
nocent dream has }'m'ppily
deceived e, and p%'ced you
near me when I have seized
your hand and covered it wijth
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countless kisses. And when I
feel for you in the half confusion
of sleep, with the happy sense
that you are nesr me, toars flow
from my heert, and I cannot
help:‘ weeping. You won't know
how much I have bhean thinking
of yau, dear Thao. Whenever I
am at leisure, vour figure wil)
rise up vividly in my mind.
Your eyes are large, black, and
heavy, 80 heavy that they have
‘the power of piercing me like a
'steel bar. Youiare beautiful,—
so beautiful thdt wherever you
walk it seems as thdugh the sun
has descended upon the earth.

— Bh -
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How happy skall I be, it we will
be together again.

It is night time now. We,
thréee comrades and I, are sit-
“ting in a camp, The fighting
kus quictened down long ago,
with dewn it will-begin anew.

We should lave liked to
sleep, but jt was_impassibie to
do so. We read my uncle's
speech. We have never read
snything so touhing, so heart-
felt.  You would likely be glad
“to have it. Here itis:

* Our fatherland is in
danger. Citizens, to arms!
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t6 arms! Unless'the whole
nation rise up as one man
to defend itself, all the
noble blood already shed is
in _}/vain. People of China,
wil "you die under - the
extlrmining swoi't__i of the
hasharians? If not, defend
vourselves. Will you ook
on fwhile the robhars of the
Fast tread under foot -the
bo_(f,ies of your’ iathers,-‘-mn;_"
_th_a'fs. ‘wives, and.children?
If f}ot. defenid yourselvesg:
Will you behold"your 'v‘{l-?
lages in- flames, and your
harvest -destroyed? Will

— 60 —
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you die of hunger on tfae
land which your sweat has
made fertile? If not;
defend yourselves.'

On the highways of the war
we have seen burned villages
snd citiss, peasant women
driven insane careying children
frozen to'de\ath in their __arrhs.
violated and tortured girls,
hundteds of murdered and

‘hanged. We shall take revenge
for thern.

Don't 'worry, dear Thao!
The enemy- is fierce and blood-
thirty, but we have no/-iear of

—T]
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them. Qurs is a righteous cause.
. The enemy will be routed.
Victory will be ours!

With militant greetings.
I am,

Ever yours,

Tian-Ju.'’
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LOVE'S LABOR'S LOST

It was a dark riddle to many that
such a beauty as Sie-Thao should
refuse a hundred worthy suitors and-
put on the dress of & nun.  Only her
waiting-maid and Sie herse!f knew the
‘cause, for on the previous night she
had ke'pt on weeping like a heart-
broken child while-on the following
“morning 'she made up her mind like a
resolved grown-up. |

'Onl_ the preceeding day. the maid
handed ker a package from the front,

i 7D
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Sije tore it open, and her tears im-
mediately ran down in streams. In the
package there were a paper-weight and
three letters which she had written to

Tian-Ju with a slip attached to them,
saying :

o] jentenant Tien-Ju had pei-
formed his task marveliously by
:cmssing the front line and havihg
the enemy food-stuffs burned. He
died the death of a hero, bug his
spirit’Jives on.'
~ Henceforth no one had ever seen

- Sie wearing a smiling face. She cﬁuld
‘not forget Tian-Ju all her life; yet it is
said “that she never spoke of him; not
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even when heri intimatoe friends begged
her to tell the story of the Expedi-
tionary Force that had driven out the
. barbarians and taught them the lesson
that right will prevail in the end.
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The Romance of Sie-Thao
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