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The restored city of NAUVOO
contains open space, homes,
shops, and the Joseph Smith
and Brigham Young houses.
After leaving Nauvoo in 1846,
the first Mormons crossed the 
Mississippi to MONTROSE. They 
organized themselves for the 
trek across Iowa at SUGAR 
CREEK CAMP.

An advance party made camp
at GARDEN GROVE on April 25, 
1846. Within two weeks they 
cleared 300 acres, planted crops, 
built log houses, and cut 10,000 
rails for fencing and enough 
logs for 40 more houses. The 
site continued as a way station 
until 1852.

Named for its Biblical counter-
part, MOUNT PISGAH served as 
a way station until 1852.

The Mormons called this area
KANESVILLE. Later known as
COUNCIL BLUFFS, its importance
to western expansion dates back 
to 1804, when Lewis and Clark 
met with Indians near here. 
Kanesville was a major staging 
area for pioneers heading west.

WINTER QUARTERS (North
Omaha) was the major camp
of the Mormons during the
winter of 1846-47 while they
prepared to move west.

The ELKHORN RIVER ferry was 
the first major crossing west 
of the Missouri. At a site later 
known as LIBERTY POLE CAMP, 
the 1847 Mormon emigrants 
organized themselves in a 
military manner to provide
traveling effectiveness and
safety.

Mormon pioneers devised a
“roadometer” at the sugges-
tion of William Clayton. Where 
it was first used is now known
as the ODOMETER START.
Previously Clayton had kept
track of distance by tying a red 
cloth to a wheel and counting 
the revolutions.

SCOTTS BLUFF was one of the 
major landmarks on the trail, 
along with CHIMNEY ROCK to 
the east. The grave of REBECCA
WINTERS, one of the few
identified graves of the 6,000 
or so Mormons who died 
crossing the plains, is nearby.

The early trading post of FORT 
LARAMIE quickly developed 
into a key resupply point for 
emigrants and a major military 
fort. Here the Mormon and 
Oregon-California trails merge.

Of the thousands of names
carved into the soft sandstone 
of REGISTER CLIFF, several 
hundred are still legible. The 
GUERNSEY RUTS, as deep as 
five feet, are three miles west.

MORMON FERRY was the first 
commercial ferry on the Platte 
River, established in June 1847.
The FORT CASPAR museum has 
a full-sized replica of the 
original ferry.

Near INDEPENDENCE ROCK
—named by fur trappers who 
first stopped here July 4, 1830
—emigrants reached the re-
freshing waters of the Sweet-
water River. Many names and 
dates can still be seen on the 
rock face.

The MARTIN HANDCART
COMPANY of 1856 was caught
in the October blizzard. Rescue
wagons from Salt Lake City
brought food and clothing. The 
company continued its trek to 
a temporary refuge at MARTIN’S 
COVE. Although some 150 died, 
more than 425 handcart 
pioneers were saved.

The 1856 WILLIE HANDCART
COMPANY was caught along
the Sweetwater River in the
October 1856 blizzard. Rescue
wagons at the Sweetwater and 
ROCK CREEK helped save some 
430 of the 500 emigrants who 
crossed over ROCKY RIDGE to 
camp at Rock Creek.

SOUTH PASS was called the
“Cumberland Gap of the Far
West.” Here pioneers crossed
the Continental Divide on a
gentle grade that was easy on
the wagons.

Mormon pioneers built rafts
and floated wagons across the 
Green River here. In 1847 they 
built a ferry (later known as 
LOMBARD FERRY) and provided
a commercial service for trav-
elers.

One of two “stations” on the 
trail at the onset of the 1847 
pioneer journey FORT BRIDGER 
became a military post. The 
Mormons bought the fort in 
1855 to supply emigrant parties.

The narrow, 16-mile gorge of
ECHO CANYON impressed
pioneers with its particular
echo. The canyon also includes
stone breastworks built in 1857
to guard against an invasion by
federal troops to supress a
rumored Mormon rebellion.

LITTLE EMIGRATION CANYON
was one of the last climbs
before reaching Salt Lake
Valley and is now marked by 
a 4-mile hiking trail from 
MORMON FLAT to BIG MOUNTAIN
PASS where the emigrants 
caught the first view of their 
new home. An additional 
hiking trail extends another 5 
miles from the top of the pass, 
down Dell Canyon to Little 
Dell Reservoir.  

In THIS IS THE PLACE HERITAGE
PARK, A 60-foot-high monument
honors the Mormon pioneers
and others who explored the
Great Basin.

The Donner-Reed party’s final 
obstacle into the Salt Lake 
Valley in 1846 was the difficult 
climb over DONNER HILL. This 
climb and other delays 
significantly contributed to 
the disaster in the Sierra 
Nevada later that year.

Upon entering Salt Lake Valley 
and coming to TRAIL’S END, 
Mormon pioneers immediately 
began a permanent settlement 
by farming, building shelters,
and establishing local trades.

D
IV

ID
E 

CO
N

TIN
EN

TA
L 

D
IVID

E

CONTINENTAL 

D
IV

ID
E 

C
O

N
TIN

EN
TA

L 

Mormon Island
State Recreation Area

From Independence, MO

Big
Sandy

Mormon Trail,
pioneer route
(no ruts)

Mormon Trail,
pioneer route
(visible ruts)

LEGEND

Auto Tour Route

Trail feature noted
in nearby text block

Privately owned 
site or access.

No access without the 
landowner’s permission.

Rocky Mountain
National Park

Dinosaur
National Monument

Fossil Butte
 National Monument

Herbert Hoover
NHS

Niobrara National
Scenic Riverway

Homestead National Monument
of America

Missouri National
Recreational River

Agate Fossil Beds
National Monument

Timpanogos
Cave
NM

Golden Spike
NHS

ECHO
CANYON 

M
E

D
I C

I N
E

B
O

W
M

O
U

N
T

A
I N

S

G R A N I T E
M O U N T A I N S

W
Y

O
M

IN
G

R
A

N
G

E

W
A

S
A

T
C

H
R

A
N

G
E

U I N T A M O U N T A I N S

RA
N

G
E

R IVER

W
IND

G R E A T   D I V I D E   B A S I N

R
A

N
G

E

P
A

R
K

R
A

N
G

E

F
R

O
N

T

M
O

U
N

T
A

I
N

S
 

L

A
R

A
M

I
E

 

H I L L S

S A N D

G
R

E
A

T
 

P
L

A
I

N
S

 

M
O

U
N

T
A

I
N

S
 

R
O

C
K

Y

Hannibal

Hamilton

Burlington

Mt Pleasant

SeymourCorydon

Chariton
Osceola

Allerton

Bonaparte

Macon

Kidder
Chillicothe

Farmington

Macomb

Monmouth

Muscatine

Ottumwa

Bloomfield

Leon

Murray

Red Oak

Shenandoah Mount Ayr

Centerville

Lamoni

Kirksville

Toledo

Marshalltown

Oskaloosa

Carthage

Keokuk

Fort
Madison

Fort Dodge

Carroll

Orient

Greenfield

Creston

MaryvilleAuburn

Fairmont

St Paul

Kearney

Cozad

North
Platte

Hebron

Red Cloud

Hastings

Minden

Chester

Fairbury

Nebraska City

Blair

Beatrice

Lewis

Denison

Macedonia

Randolph

Norfolk

Bassett

Ansley

AlmaMcCook

Gothenburg

Lexington

Elwood

Arapahoe

Holdrege

Elm
Creek

Broken
Bow

Thedford

Holyoke
Sterling

Fort Morgan

Laramie

Steamboat
Springs

Craig

Dinosaur

Vernal

Jensen

Brush

Sidney
Kimball

Brule

Enders

Ogallala

Julesburg

Lisco

Lewellen

Northport

Bayard

Alliance

Chadron

LuskDouglas

Orin

Fort Laramie

Torrington

Henry

Scottsbluff

Gering

Guernsey

Oshkosh

Valentine

Gordon

Columbus

York

Seward

Aurora

Central City

Fremont

Wahoo

West Point

Walcott

Rawlins

Medicine Bow

Muddy Gap

Riverton

Lander

Pinedale

Big Piney

Soda Springs

American Falls

Montpelier

McCammon

Farson

Rock Springs

Kemmerer

Evanston

Heber City

Brigham City

Henefer

Logan

Granger

Green
River

Jeffrey City

PROVO

OGDEN

POCATELLO

CASPER

LOVELAND

LONGMONT

FORT COLLINS

GREELEY

CHEYENNE
GRAND
ISLAND

SIOUX
CITY

AMES

WATERLOO

ST JOSEPH

QUINCY

IOWA CITY DAVENPORT

CEDAR RAPIDS

DES MOINES

LINCOLN

OMAHA

SALT LAKE
CITY

IDAHO
UTAH

ID
A

H
O

W
Y

O
M

IN
G

WYOMING
UTAH

WYOMING
COLORADO

SOUTH DAKOTA

NEBRASKA

W
Y

O
M

IN
G

NEBRASKA

COLORADO

NEBRASKA

KANSAS

NEBRASKA 

SOUTH DAKO TA 

IOWA

MISSOURI

IO
W

A
IL

LI
N

O
IS

SOUTH DAKOTA

IOWA

ILLINOIS

MISSOURI

KANSAS

NEBRASKA

COLORADO

WYOMING

UTAH

IDAHO

Strawberry
Reservoir

R
iv

er
Jo

rd
an

R

Weber 

Ri
ve

r

B
ea

r 

R
iv

er

Hams

Fork

Creek

M
uddy

B
ea

r 

Fork 

Bla
ck

s 

River 

Bear

Ri

ver 

W

hite 

Flaming Gorge
Reservoir

River

Big

Bi
g

Fontenelle
Reservoir

Li
tt

le
Sa

n
d

y

Sa
nd

y Ri
ve

r

Sa
nd

y 

River 

Cr

Cr

W
illow

Rock

Yampa Ri
ve

r 

Pathfinder
Reservoir

Seminoe
Reservoir

River 

Sweetwater 

North 
River 

Platte

Lake
Granby

Lodgepole 

Laramie 

Rive
r

R
aw

hide 

R
iver 

Cotto
nwood Creek

Glendo
Reservoir

Creek 

Niobrara 

Ri
ve

r 

Republica
n 

River 

Birdwood 
Creek 

Lake
McConaughy

Niobrara 

River 

North 

Loup 

River 

Middle 

Loup 

South 

Loup 

M

edicine 

Creek 

Harlan County
Lake

River 

River 

Elkhorn 

River 

Cedar 

River 

Loup 
River 

River

B
lu

e

Big

River

Big

Sioux 

Ri
ve

r

Ri
ve

r

R
iv

er

Ri
ve

r Ri
ve

r

River
River

River

River

River

River

Iowa

River
North

North
Fork

English

South

Skunk

Skunk

Des

Moines

R

River

M
iddle

R
iv

er

Ri
ve

r

River

River

River

River

River

Fox

River

G
rand

Lo
cu

st

Thom
pson

C
re

ek

Pl
at

te

N
is

h
n

ab
o

ta
n

W
es

t

East

Bo
ye

r

Si
lv

er

NorthSi
o

u
x

Li
tt

le

N
is

h
n

ab
ot

na
 

C
re

ek
 

N
o

d
aw

ay
 

Raccoon 

Red Rock
Reservoir

Rathbun
Lake

Whitebreast 

C
h

arito
n

 

Iowa 

Cedar 

Wapsipinicon 

LaM
oine 

Rive
r

Platte

River

Platte

North

Platte 

River 

River 

Pla
tte

 

So
uth

 

N
o

rth

Platte 
River 

Gre

en
 

R
iv

er
 

Green 

River 

G
ree

n
 

River 

Snake 
River

 

River

M
issouri 

M
is

si
ss

ip
p

i 

Riv
e

r 

River

Missouri 

M
issou

ri 

River 

LA
KE

SA
LT

G
R

EA
T

BEAR

LAKE

UTAH
LAKE

Tra
il’s

End

Big Mountain

Pass

Donner

Hill

This i
s th

e Place Herita
ge Park

Littl
e Emigratio

n Canyon

Brid
ger Tr

ading

Post/F
ort B

rid
ger

Lombard Ferry

and Green River C
amp

South Pass

Willie
 Handcart

Company Rescu
e

Site:  1
856

Horse
 (G

reasewood)

Creek-Martin

Handcart C
ompany

Rescu
e Site: 1856

Fort C
aspar/

Morm
on Ferry

Martin
’s C

ove-

Martin
 Handcart C

ompany Refuge Site:  1
856

Independence Rock

Rock Creek-Willie
 Handcart

Company Resupply Site: 1856

Rocky Ridge

Guernsey Ruts S
ite

Registe
r C

liff

Rebecca
 Winters G

rave

Odometer Start

Elkhorn River C
rossin

g

Winter Q
uarte

rs

Mount Pisg
ah

Garden Grove

Sugar C
reek Camp

Montro
se

Donner

Morm
on Flat

COUNCIL BLUFFS
(Kanesville)

Nauvoo

Chimney Rock NHS

Scotts 
Bluff

NM

Fort L
aramie NHS

(Fort P
latte

  

and Fort J
ohn)

Des M
oines R

iver

Crossin
g

Charito
n River

Crossin
g and Camp

Locust C
reek Camp

(Come, Come Ye Saints)
Bob White State Park

Green Valley State Park
Morm

on Tra
il P

ark
Cold Sprin

gs C
ounty Park

Middle Morm
on

     
   F

erry

Nish
nabotna River

Crossin
g

Cold Sprin
g Camp

Cutler’s 
ParkFremont Lakes

State Recre
atio

n Area

Liberty
 Pole Camp

Government In
dian Statio

n

Genoa Morm
on Settle

ment

Loup River Ford

Stuhr M
useum

First
 Sightin

g

of B
uffa

lo

Dawson County

Histo
rica

l M
useum

Fort K
earny

100th Merid
ian

Willo
w Isl

and

Confluence Point
Sand Hill R

uts

Lake McConaughy

State Recre
atio

n Area

Ash Hollow

Indian Lookout

Point

Courth
ouse and Jail R

ocks

Ancie
nt B

luff R
uins

and Ruts

Prayer C
ircl

e Bluffs

Guernsey State Park

Warm
 Sprin

gs C
anyon

Heber Sprin
gs

Ayres N
atural Brid

ge

Emigrant G
ap

Rock Avenue

Prospect

(Ryan) H
ill

Devil’s

Gate

Willo
w

Sprin
gs

Split 
RockIce

 Sprin
g Slough

Pacifi
c S

prin
gs

Dry
Sandy

Partin
g 

of th
e 

Ways Burnt

Ranch

Simpson’s H
ollow

Church
 Butte

Muddy Creek Camp

The Needles

Bear R
iver

Crossin
g

Cache Cave

Emigrant Sprin
gs

Yellow Creek Camp

Visit
or C

enterWeber R
iver

Crossin
g

Emigratio
n Canyon

Littl
e Mountain

Summit

Hogsback Summit a
nd Ruts

East C
anyon Reservoir

and State Park

Littl
e Sandy Statio

n

False
 Partin

g

of th
e Ways

Three

Crossin
gs

Mexica
n Hill

Porte
r’s 

Rock

Morm
on Tra

il

State Waysid
e Area

Appanoose County Histo
rica

l M
useum

Lacy-Keosagua State Park

Wayne County

Histo
rica

l M
useum

 Pote Ruts

0 10

0 10

50 Miles

50 Kilometers

North


