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“BACKWARD STEP”

Northem Deputy on the Spht
© in the Cabinet”

{ Mr. Jos. O’'Doherty (Donega.l) said when ho
‘Tead_the terms of the Treaty signed in London
ever;thmg that was -good -in him  revolted
against 1t. Like hig co-deputy’ from Tir-
connaﬂl he came to Dail Eireann with a mind
open to conviction against the prejudices he
held, but no argument was produced by those
in favour of the Treaty which had any in-

fluence on him, He saw in it the . glving
away of the whole case of the JIrish nation.

He saw them coming notb ‘nearer the day, but
farther away from 1t.

He could not be on the side of those who
were swallowing pills and taking a backward
step, in the hc)pe that they WOle find, them.
selves in a better position than .they were to-
day. When he consented to stand.for North
Donegal constﬁueucy he consented to stana
for the Republic.’ At the first public meeting
in the constituency the chairman of the Combh-
airle Ceanntair told him there was only ons
way to win the-election and that was mnot t9
mention the word Republic. Very well, he
' said to the chairman, they were entxt]ed Vel
their opinion, but they Hll“'ht oet, another ean- |

didate (applause). |

THE PEOPLE’S BNTEHEST
He was prepared to admit the mandate of
that election was one of self-deter mination, but |
it was & terrible erime to interpret that man-
date arrainsb the interests of the .peopie.  He
knew the people’ of North Donegal would ac-l
’Lﬁpt this- Treaty, but t{hey would accept 14|
under- duress——at the pomt of the bayonet.
They wrould accept it as a ‘stepping-stone to
war. 1t was not peace they were: gentln o 16

was not liberty they were getting,

At this stage he had no intention of saylnﬂ'
anything aganst anyone in that assembly, bub3
he would ¢cay the people’s will was flouted in
London when the Treaty was signed, and he

- had sgufficient data to satisfy his mind that |
the men who signed 1t knew 1t would cause a
split in ‘the Cabmet knew it vwould spht the

Dall and split the country

THE FINAL WORD
@ Yet, knowing that they accepted a documeny
‘which .embodied no. clause or phrase which
would enable ‘them 'to -bring ' it ' before the
people, for whose will they had so much regard.
If they pub the people’s will before their own
will they should:have dimanded that if the
Dail tmned it. down, the Irish people would
have the final word (hear, hear). He was
not .afraid te go into his constituency with a
Cabinet Mlmstel or any member of that
House, and ﬁrht on the question of the Free
State agamst the Irish Republic’ (applause) {

"DOCUMENT NO, 2.

HIS mind, continued Mr. O’ Dohert was not i
small enourrh to ‘deny. the big dlﬁerence be-/|
tween Document No. 2 and the Treaty signed.
I5 .was ,not a question of *° Tweedledum  and
Tweedledee,” as he was told’ the night before |
this Session opened It wos the rrea,b ques:
tion of Irish sovereignty, and as long he |
had a weapon to fight for that cause he mould
not be a party to give away the severmgnty
of this natmn (appla,use)
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