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I'EVORANDUM TO: Prosecution Section (Report No. 140)

LERULY Txecutive Officer, Jar Crimes Branch

STBJECT 3 Punitive expeditions on Panzy Island by Japanese
forces against civilians in “eptember 1943 and October

1943.

II. SUMI'ARY OF EVIDENCE:

Tnder the commznd of Colonel VATANABE (R 11) a group of
apanese were stationed ¢t Iloilo City, Panay, 2nd from time to time
'Wﬁ] ler groups, comrnandea by himself or other officers, wculd be
orred to go on punitive expeditions throughout the lSlcnd (Rl). One
such group wes under a Ceptain WATA FHBF end his principal subordin-
ates were Lisutenant OTSTKA, Sergennt ? ImPTA arrant Officer SHIN,
Sergeant MATSUZAKI (R 1). Tris grou 1eft Tioilo City on 10 September
1942 and wvient to Passi by truck (R 1l). A patrol brought back two
Filipino boys and one girl who were cucstioned 211 night while tied
to ¢ stake, The next morning they'were beheaded, after which the
Japvznese left (R 1). Two of the Filipino "cargadors" were beheaded
by Sergeent HIRATL because they could no longer carry the baggage
of the Japancese officers to whom they were assigned (R 1). In Barrio
Lungaoy Passi, many Filipino civilien men, women and children were
guestioned by the Japesnese then killed and their bodies thrown into a
fire, The whole barrio was burned (R 1). Many other civilians were
killed in other berrios. The Jananese known to have participated in
the beheadings are Cezptain Y.TANABF, Warrant Officer SHIN, and
ssrgewnt HTRATA (R 1) end Lieutenant OTSUKA (R 2). SHIN and OTSUKA
¢ ccuted the family of Marianc LIM in barrio Jimcmonua, Nueva
nvencion, consisting of the man, his wife, and three chllqren (R 10),
In the seme barrio the c1v1llana vere ouestloned and asked if they
were any reletion to the BAITEZA femily. Many of those cuestioned
~nswered thet they were because Bal.TEZA was promlncnt fomily in the
cormunity. All of this grouwp were shot and their bodics thrown into
a fire (R 2). Frorm the remoining civilians a womon and her six
childreny 2ged one to twelve, were cucstionad and denied being related
to a certain ran who hacd previously atterpted to escepe. Her youngest
child wes torn from har arms by ceptein WATLANABE 2nd its body smashed
agninst the rord, the blood splettering onlo the clothcs of the
witnesses (R 3)., Other soldiers seized thc other ch’ldren by the
feet onc used them 2s clubs to beat the man and the woman. Then all
of them were dragged into a fire, thouba the mother was still alive

at that time (R 3). At =nother place uwo girls, one of whom wes

pregnant, were ccvght by the Je2ponese end mede to dance naked until
they weré exhauste 2 next morning Ceptain W/ .TANABE ordered the

girls bayonetted to death (R 3). This group of Jeopanese killed six
hundred and fifty people (R 3). Another group traveled to the towns
of ~juy and Szra killing many civilizns on the way (R Dy e
Atrocities comritted in these two cities by some of the sam: Japanese
mentioned in tihis report is the subject of report number 131.
Lieutenant OTSUKA was seen to have killed one person in Ajuy (R 11)
~nd two others on the way to Sara (R 11). In Sara the Japanese sent
a rcssage to guerrilles to surrender viith the nromisc that nothing
wouvld be done to them. Two guerrillas did surrender, but after ques-
tioning them, Sergeant MATSUZAKI beheaded them (R 6) The group of
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Japancse continued thelr travels end beheaded bodiecs of miny MEN,
women, and children stili gushing blocd were obscrved along the way
(R 6). In one barrio 2t lcest cne hendreé men, women, and children
were beheaded by Ceptain 'TATANIBE, sergernt MATSUZAKI and others

(R 6), Others wcre beneaded by SHIN (R 6, 7). At one barrio Licu-
tenont OTZUKA arnd two oltncers Lohcaded thirty people (R 10), and fift;
more were execnted at anotrer location (& 5 49 0"

On 17 October 1943 cnothcer punitive expedltion of Jepan-
ese started from Ilouiic CIvVy by motor lauiich and arrived 2t the town
of Batan on the norch coast of Fanay Taland on 18 October 1943 (R 14,
A1l the civiliars in the 1own were investigated by the light oi a
ponfirc 2nd during the investigation werc beaten witn cluds and made
to walk through the fire \F 14). About three o'clock in the morning
the Japanese rcceived orders to proceed and approximately one hundrcc
and forty civilians including two nriests were beheaded by OTSUKA,
KUWANO and other Japanesc £0ldLers (R 14, 15, 19). Other offlicers ol
the expedition werc Lisuterneny Goionel TOZUZA, the Island commencer,
Captain WATANABE, who wes second in cormanc of tae expedition and twc
Jepoenese named KUMaI end KAI (R 14, 15). The cxpedition lasted for
sixty-four days #nd went toc mony towns., ameng thaom heing New Jashing-
ton, Balete, Libazac, Bange, ~1d soveral towns on Trplas Island off
the northwest ccast of Ponay Tsland., Part of the expedition tnchn
‘me back to Ncw Washington, went through severel smell villages

ong mountein traiis, and arrived in Banga on 1 December 1943.
From there thzy went to Pendan and 1eft Pandan-on 18 Deccmber by
motor lzunch for Iloilo City arriving on 19 Dzceember 1243, Whilic
in the town of fltavas, KUWANO and OLIEUKA killed between thirey ernd
forty old men, wcmen, and children (R 1¢), and in Balete Thirty men
were killed by these two men (R 16). Oth°r people werc tortured
and killeé in verious places (R 16). Lieutenant Colonel TOZUXA
headed one patroi cf Japanese (R 15, 20). Tnc Jap®nese reasoning was
thot 2n old men was likcly to bte Tnc fatner of a son or have a son-11
1aw in the Philippinc Army, the wemnen either nad
or son in the army ené thercefcre ali Were )
gucrrilla activities (R 16). While on the Islanc oI
Japancse camé across TWo peopie 1ivirg in small nubts in the mountain.
They were investigaticd but did rot give Thic propcr answers, and
the man, who was about sevenly years old, was strbbed in the back
-1ith 2 bolo upon Lieutenant XUAL's crder (R 17). A blind women,
‘o had been urnable tc fiee frum thc Japenese, Was discovcred the

xt day, taken I'rom el rouse, and her cletncs were stripped from
her body. Scine =t thc Je@ monhieniled nor private parts. fSne

bt Loeutenont KUMAT had Jegancse sotdiers tie

her hands behird her bacic, tnen tic irer 1Cgs ve 3er hands and sus-
nend the woman Froe: trce with h-r head hanging down. The Japanese
then roved on leaving ner h2nging On uie TICC R T Ar:pther group
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