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OFFICIAL RECORD

Today, 15 March 1946, I, Gerrit Jan BIP, let class Inspector of Police,
charged with inveetigation of war crimes, have interrogated the persont

(‘-_ - 1 Oharles vaen'der BLOOT,
born at The Hague on 20 !l'ebruary 1917. enliated :ln the "landstorm" (Tr.noto!
territorinl militia army), acting ne interpreter at the Office for Japancse
Affcirs, receiding at Park Hotel, Bantavia, who, on enquiry, stated as followst

I served in $he R.,N,I,A: 28 o2n interpreter for the Moluccas area and was
etationcd at Ambon, On 30 January 1942 it became known that Japanese
troops hrd landed on -Ambon, Aftepbome battles 4n which I-porsonally
took no part, the Btaff of troops stntioned 4n .Am'bon wes token prisoner
near PASSO (Latori) on 2 Pe‘bnmry 1942 ot 3 a.m. -
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On 16 February 1942 I along with some 20 Javancse soldiers of the R.N.I.A
wae taken by ship %0 Timor. The voyage lasted four drys during which we

, Wwere badly fed and one doy were given nothing to drink, After dlsembar-

o gkation Kgepang airfield proved to be our destinntion, The journay.on. -
foot took 5 daye which I envercd with hands t$ied behind my back, 1 was so
-oxhausted : that ﬂm arrivol 1 lay unconscious for 6 hours, The next day
- I had.$0 act as an interprcter betwcen the Jepancse and Australian
+Prisopcrs—-of-war, There were more then one thousand Austroliszne amongst
whom were many wounded and maleria and dysentery paticnts,

An Austrelion medical officer. nsked for medicel trentment and medicines

for his eick, The Japancse officer named FUKADA bluntly refused., These
Austrolians lived in an enclosure fonced in with barbed wire and bamboo,
practinlly- in. $he, open aidr.: 1 stayed there for about a: fartnight' and during
-%hat time obout: fifty Austrelians died and hnd: te-be: duried within that
srme enclosurc, The ares’in which more thoan one thousond Australiane
-1lived wos:about two rercse Fooll for these Australinns’ was very' poore: & .

. ~Only-dyy rice: wvas aupplied' they- had: te dr* their own gorkings Eqﬁimﬁnt
fow- Shat parposst e - Lasufficicnt e tha’ »reonrasion and serviug ol .
Wreckiost consisving: o:t L1088 93“114,9 moecl from 6 till 11 a.n,.

The Australian officer, a Licutenant Colonel, asked my intermediary

in order to set conditions improved, I~ trenslated this request: to the -
Japancse aampd FUEAPDA but nhee ashain I retcived a hHlunt refuaal.

The Japancse: sun;:lied only rice; never vegetcbles or. neas ¢ During those

twe wecks I npked fo® fsmpovement: severnl times ot the request of- the
Australian Licutenant Ccldnel$ I-did:the same of, my own accord but it

wes all to no avell, "

The Japancse demended a wnrkin&-rarty of 500 men each day to repair

roade; to cut- trecee. and to dr dising. The Australian 0fficer ccould .

at nost dctall 800 men'a day fit to-do spme: work., The rencinder was

sick or %vo weak, The food auprlierl nmounted to one:- 1iter of rice porr-id.ge

gpe-r- nen per deye < o3 ! : : r i

-




The Australiens hal wounded personnel among them, Durin. ny two wecks!
etay thore about 30 men were onereted upon for extraction of shell
eplinters emong other thinss, These operati-ne were carried out by their
own doctore in the open air with the natient seated on and tied to a
chalir, The doctors were compellel in sone caascs to onerate without anaece-
thetics, Medical treatment as well as admission to the hoepital at Koepang
were refused nor were anaesthetice gziven,
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In July 1942 a Timorese had cut & telephone wire at that rlace, The
delinquent was caught in the act and arrested, along with two brothers
nf DENOE who happened to be in the neighbourhncd, I am convinced thay
vere not guilty; one was 21 years of age andi the other 16, That very
day they were sentenced to death which was done in the following way,
In my prescnce and through my intermediary ae an interpreter the suspect
was merely askel his neme and why he had cut the wire by KAWAKE, He
statedl his name anl sail further he wanted the wire for nrivate use,
The two brothere of DEFOE were never askel a questicn, That same lay

on orders from KAWAKE and without any forn »f trial 1 had to draw up

a document in the Maley lan:ua-e announcinzg the decth sentence of theso
three which was placarded in the merket-nlace, The public was instructed
to como and lock on, Rajas and 1 myself were told to attend, When I
arrived on the spot I saw three new-duz graves,

After a few minutes the three convicted with hande tied behind their
backs were led in, Cne after another had to kneel before the zraves
facing the firing squad and the public, They were not blindfolded.

A Japanese, Lieutenant KAWAKE reac the sentence in Japanese warning
that everykndy who committed sabotaze would be shot., I hed to translate
this in Melay %o the publis, Herecafter +the three were shot; all threo
fell backwards in their grave, The 16 years old was immediately dead,
the 21 years 0ld received a coup de grece, The susmect was still alive
and moancd. 4 Japanese soldier armed with a rifle and bayrnet compelled
one of the bystanders to take a heavy stone and to throw this into the
grave at the head of the wounded man, The sisht shocked me so that I
went away, The graves hsve been filled up by bystanders on orders from
the Japanesc as I heard afterwards. Attending this execution were
Licutcnant KAWAKE and Corporals KAWASAKI and KATC,

Charlee van der SLOOT, mentioned above, was duly asworn before me at the beginning
of his statement in the manner prescribed to state the truth and nothing but

the truth, while he, after having eompleted his statcment and after having had it
read to him adheres to 1t and signs it

[8/ Ch. van der SLOOT,

And I have enbodied it in this official record in pursuance of the oath, taken
by me on the assumption of nmy office and it has been 8isned and concluded by me

at Batavia, on 19 March 1946 r|7|h7 éngpegigr of Police
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CERTIFICATE,

The undereizned CHARLES JONHGEWEEL, Ceptain RNIA, head of War Crimes
Section of NETHERL/NDS FCRCES INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NEFIS), beins first duly
swvorn on oath deprses and statce ihal the annexed statement is a full, true,
complete and accurate copy of the original Dutch document -entitleds

. Sworn statenent of Charles van der SLOOT, intcrpreter, drawn up by
G.J. SIP, inspector of prlice, dated 165th March 1946, No.B?ﬁO/H,

vhich original document is a part of the official records of NEFIS,

signatures
8d. Ch.Jonceneel
Scptember 2, 1946,

Subscribed and sworn to before me K.A.de WEERD, LL,D,, Major Artillary ENTA
Senior Official attached to the Office of the Ltirney~General N.E,I.

gicnaturc?




