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STATEMINT OF ITO TORAJI

=

On the 7th of October 1943 ai ebout 5:30 P.M., I arrived from
Kwajalein by plane rud was assigned as Commanding Officer of headquarters
company. Then Lt. Yachilana passcd me an order saving that the headquarters
colpany was oraerad 0 shoot the prisouners of war toc death.

At the comand poet I met one of the platoon leaders in thLe head-
quarters company (I 4think his name was Platoon leader Naﬂ-mura) and told

nim that I was assimed as “umpany laeder. I learned that the Headquer?
Company ves at the .orther'. beach s0 I went there.

When I arrived at the n~rilern beach I suw tIo Prisonersg of War
sittinz side Dy sice in a single file focing the besch, with their hands
ied and blindfolded. About five or six meters behind each of them stood
the piflemen. There werc about one hundred but I msouldn't see the men in
the right flank distinctly. .\ platoon leader came up to me and sgid that
everything wvee gli sei. So I sgaid, "Go ahead as order=d4."

A Platoon lepder came over to me =zud said, "It is over," so I
ordered him to report 1o Her quarters and then to go back to “15 Iost
immediately. I went back to the command post (it wes a%out 7 P.M.)

About a week later an order came by phone thet somecone saw a strange
men who looked like an American and to search 211 their respective arepns.
After the seerch, 1 repoisted that everything wos OK. ILeter I heard thet
an American wrs cpught

All that 1 stated on Wakc Islend is felse.

(a) I think it wes the day of surrencer that we were ordered to
give the false ciatement.

(b) All officers above Compeny Commender were ordered to nuster at
the Commanding Officer's quarters in the evening.

After the muster, the Coumending Officcr said, "Half of the
Priscvners of Wer died in tke bombardmert .nd the rest were
executec because there vere signs of & rict." He further steted
that hc .ad sernt a dir-atecll to the homeland, end ordered us to
testif” within this scope.

L certify that the above statement is the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the ]

December, 194E% o L0,

I saw the following three platoon lesders
Nakamura, r~orie, Nonaka. I am not surc of these

I have made the avove staterent on my own free will.

Ito, Toraji
Witnessed:

Mitasuo liekemura
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