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Oral Statement Handed by Fresident Roosevelt to the
Japanese Ambassador ( Nomura) on August 17, 1941

The Government of the United States 1s in full sympathy with
the desire expressed by the Japanese Government that there be pro-
vided a fresh basls for amicable and mutually profitable relatlons
hetween our two countries, This Government's patience in seeking
an 2cceptable basls for such an understanding has beéen demonstrated
time and again during recent years and especlally durling recent
months., This Government feels at the present stage that nothing
short of the mopst complete candor on its part, in the light of
avidence and indications which come tO it from many sources, wlll
at this moment tend to further the o jective sought.

Such being the case, this Government now finds 1t necessary
to sav to the Government of Japan that if the Japanese Government

gy
takes any further steps 1in rursuance of a policy or program of
militarv domination by force or threat of force of neighboring
esuntries, the Government of the inited States will be compclled

e B
to talke immediately any and all steps which it may deem neceseary
toward safeguarding the legitimate richts and 1nte:
United States and American natlonals and toward insuring the

safety and security of the United States.




