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VICE ADMIRAL SENTARO OMORI, IJN

DATE AND TIME: 28 November 1945, 1015-1200 hrs.

PLACE : Room 304, NYK Building, Tokyo, Japan.
FRESENT : Oeptein J J Robinson, USHR, Interrogator.
Douglas T Wada, Interpreter.
EAME : Vice Admiral Sentaro OMORI.
ADDRESS 1 Tokyo Shi, Setagaya-Ku, Tamagawa, Oyama-cho 131 Banchi.
Q. What was your command at the time of the outbreak of the warl

A.
.
h.

Q-
A.

I was in command of the lst Torpedo Boat Squadron of the lst Fleet that took
pert in the attack.

How long did you hold this command?
November 1940 to November 1942.

¥hat command did you nex$ hold?l
[ became commender of the 5th Cruiser Squadron in November, 1942, and re-
linquished ite commend in November 1043.

What was your next duty?
I was appointed head of the Navy Torpedo Boat School at Yokosuks in November

1943, and wvas replaced im August 19485.

What were your duties after thatl
1 wvas in command of the 7th Fleet from 20 August 1945, to September 15, 1945.

When did you first learn of the plan to attack Peurl Harbor?
It wvas in early September when I was informed that I was to command the guard
force.

By whom wers you informed? Wheret |
From the Chief of Staff of the Combined Fleet when we held a "skull practice"
on the map at the Staff College in Meguro, Tokyo, in September 194l.

Can you recall the name of the chief of staff?
No.

¥hat wes the next development of this plant
Ve put in at Kure in mid November for preparations, which took about & weask,

When did you leave Kure?
We left Xure at midnight on or about 20 November and put in at Hitokappu Bay
on Btorofu Island at about 0GCO on 23 November 1941.

What was your next move thent

On the 26th of Hovember, we weighed anchor after sunrise and sailed on a
bearing 90 degrees Bast and as ve reached & point north of the Hawallan
1slands on 6 December, we sailed southward after refueling, stopping at a
point about 150 miles off Oabu, from vhere ve launched our attack,
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What was your flagship and how many ships were there under your commend? .
My flagehip was the Cruiser ABUKUMA and my squadron consisted of one crulser
and nine destroyers.

Can you neme the destroyers that were under your command?

My guard force was made up of the 17th and 18th squadrons with the addition of
Kagero. They were KAGERO, KASUMI, SHIRARUHI, ARARS, ISOKAZE, TANIKAZE, HAMAKAZE,
I can't recall the last,

Wasn't it the URAKAZE?
Yes.

What was the strength of the attack force? |
3ix cerriers, 2 battleships, 2 heavy cruisers, about 4 submarines, about 6 i
supply ships and my squadron.

What did you do after arriving at a point 150 miles north of Oahut
Ky squadron cloeed in along side the carriers to protect them. 4As I recall it,
they were in thie formation. (See diagram attached.)

N ——

At what time did you launch the attack?
The first wave left at about 0330 of 8 December, followed by the 2d wave at
about 0430. It took about I houre for one wave to attack aad return.

When didfyuu start on Your homeward journey!?
In the afterncon, I can't recall the exact time.

Did you take the same route?

No, we headed northwestward, then west, then southward, then westward and then
nothwestward to Kura. (He plotted this course on the map.) 4t thle point,
twvo carriers broke off to attack Midway.

k#hy did you turn south and tien west at theee pointe?

We thought that American submarines were walting for ue at these points. At
this point, (pointed to a position north of Ridway), we dttacked comething we
believe were American submarines, although we are nct sure. |

Wwbat were your precautions for a surprise attack, &s you sailed towvard Hawaiil
Did you maintain radio silence?

At the rendesvous point off Saekl, we were instructed to avoid a1l shipe, even
friendly, to maintain & courss that would avoid American patrol plenes. (Showed
us how they avolded the patrol planes sent out from Duthc Herbor area and Mid-
way.), to meintain radio silence and to send out no scout planes.

How were orders received from your commender-in-chief and who was he?
My commander-in-chief was Nagumo aboard the Akagi and ordere were issued by
blinkers.

When did you first see the definite plan to attack Pearl Harbor?
About the middle of November at the remdezvous point off Saeki.

U1d you receive a copy of ittt If eo, where is the plant?
{es, Dut it was taken up by the Chief of Staff and destroyed after the attack,
since it was a military secret.
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What wae your impression or understending in regerd %o the decleration of war?
We were told that war would be declared before we sttacked, and if not, we
vould be called back, but when we began launching planes &t & point 150 miles
off Oahu, we belleved that war had been declared.

Didn't you know whether war had been dedlared or nott Did you hear any dis-
cuseion in regerd to that matter?

No. Since my task was to guard the atteck fleet, I wae worried about it and
particularly about the fuel problem. S50 on the way to Etorofu from Saeki, ve
held daily fueling. It was also decided that if we couldn't solve the fueling
problem, we were to leave the destroyers back. Hence, that was my greatest
worry. Besides, I was afraid thet we might meet the Amesrican fleet coming to
attack Tokyo.

What is your idea in regauri to declsaration of war?
War should first be delcared before &m attack ls executed.

Then, to gein the elewent of surprise, would you execute the attack a minute
efter war has been declaredt
No, &bout an hour or two afterwards.

When cid you firct hear about queatlions veing ralsed whether war had been de-
clared before or aefter the Pearl Harbor attack?

Unly recently through tlie newepapers. As I understend it, there secmed %o
have been come kind of difficulties in the transmission of tae declaration.

What wes yYour reaction when you first learned of the plan to attack Pearl Harbor?
1t was during the maneuvers in September that we were told that we might have to

g0 to war againast America and I was really surprised to hear that.
APPRAISAL OF WITHESS

Small, dark, irregular features. Frotruding teeth. Cooperative manner.

Frank sttitude. His account appears to sum up the situation as described ‘by the
average results of the interviews.




