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INTEHROGATION OF

Ma jor General Eugene O0Ott

Date and Time : 28 February 1946, 1400-1600 hours,

Place s Room 748, Mejii Building, Tokyo, Japan.

Present ¢+ Major General Ott

Mr, Wortn E, McKinney, Interrogator
Miss Gizella Koncz, Stenographer

Questions by : Mr, McKinney

Qe

A,

s

A,

Qe

Ao

A,

General, some time ago, at my request, you handed me, I
believe, fourteen names that you considered had a great deal
to do wmtu tue poliecles of Japan in tneir program of expan-
sion in Creater East Asia, 1 want to ask you concerning
several or these men, In picking these names, you picked
tuem from your experience that you had had nere in Japan

as military attache and as ambassador?

Yes,

Now, these names tnat you gave me, nad you had any personal
contact witn these different men?

I know them all personally,

All personally, I believe 1 will ask you about ARAKI, Sadso.
He is a General. I believe he was War Ministver from 1931 to 1vY33.
I believe tnis is av the time of tne Mukden incident?

The Mancnurian Incident in Cnina,

Do you know anytning about, either by conversation or by any
means, wuat nis views were on tne Mukden Incident and the
Manchurian Incident?

I just consicer it, I don't think we nave spoken togetner
about one of those incidents. But you could perhaps conclude
his opinion about the Mukden Incident that he wes very esirong
opponent to Bolshevistic ideas; and he may have loocked upon
the capture of Manchuria as a kind of defense wall against
Bolshevistic infiltration. In tunat time wuen nhe was War




(Ott, Eugene, 28 Feb, Cont'd)

Qe
A,

Qe
Ae

Qe

A.

A.

Minister, I had only once a very sanort formal visit, wnen
I was presented to him as a German officer attacned to tne
Japanese army, 1 was at tnat time It, Col, and not in the

rank tuv be received for bigger exchange of ideasc by the War
Minister,

Did you talk to him on tuis visit about the war in China?

. m o

That wasn't mentioned? The wer in China®
Wasn't yet going on,
I mean tne Mukden Incident,

It hadn't happened,

Do you know ifrom eitner reading a statement he made in tue
newspaper or from any metuod how he considered the capture
of Manchuria? Was he in fawvor of it?

I don't believe tuat I have seen declerations of him in tuis
concern.. But, as I told you, I think that by his general
opinion very contrary to the Bolshevistic ideas, he considered
the capture of Manchurie in a favorable light,

Wnat do you base your idea on thet ne was in favor of capturing
Manchuria?

I think it rignt. ILooking back, because later on when he was
ret.red--it was about 1937 and 1938, maybe--I had several
talks with him in a private capacity and he always was a very
strong opponent of any policy of reproachment with Soviet
Russia. So, for me he had been characteristic as a strong
opronent of Bolshevism and this is wny 1 tnink tnat the
Manchurian Incident in his consequence was as a kind of
Defense against Soviet Russie, Must nave nad his consent,

Do you think tuat ne was in favor of going into China and
taking the territory? You think he was in favor of the
taking of Mancnuko?

Of Mancnuko, I think so,
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Ae

Qe

Ao

You think he was in favor of taking it as a guard against
Bolshevism from Russia?

!eB.

Then, you tnink that his idea was to take over the territory
for the prdection against Bolsheviam?

As a protecting terrivory against Bolshevism,

Did he tell you tuat in any conversation tnat you had with
him?

He didn't express it,

What did he say that would lead you tu believe that he wes
in favor of taking over Mancuuria?

About tnis fact, I think, we had no cunversation, but we had,
1l remember, two conversations with him about his anti-Bolshe-
vistic tendency, The first one, wnen a German newspaper man,
wno is an expert of Soviet Russia,passed turough Tokyo. Maybe
in 1935, 1 am not guiie sure, and his name 1 try to rewember,
maybe, until tumorrow, This newspaper man reported about his
exact experiences of tne Soviet building up or tue State, and
ARAK] made many rewarks suowing him as a sirong anti-Bolshevist,
Second time, we had, I think, a tneoretical talk about a
reproacnment between Cermany and Soviet Russia--a theoretical
talk and L remember he was very strongly warning against such
a policy owing tu the very dangerous influences from Bolshe-
vistic 1deas upon our own interior pol 1CY,

Now, General, nere ARAKI was War Minister, and the army tnat
ne was over, invaded China and took over Manchurie. Didn't
he mention at any time about tue army being in China?

1The army waes in Mancnuria,

Well, kMancauria, What I want to ¥mow--you say ne was an
important man about tne Manchurien affair--I went to know
Wny you think he was important; how you formed your opinion?

Because as a War Minister and remaining the War Minister fur
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A.

Ao

A

A,

Qe

A.

two yeers during tue wnole time--from the beginning tu the
end of the Manchurian arfair, he must have been a man who
agreed witn tuese events,

Then you tulnk he approved tue action of tue Japanese army of
capturing Manchuria®

By the fact of his being War Minister and remaining on his
place during the wnole time,

Can you recall any incident where he made sume expression,
either at tuis time, or later, ebout his views concerning
what happened in Manchuria?

During his time as War Minister, 1 had no occasion to have
talks with him except my furmal presentation, Iater on, I
think we had not spoken about this question more,

Well, did you ever talk to him about tue Japsnese policy
in Greaver Asia, was tuat ever d.scussed?

As far es I remember, our questions--which I have just in
my view--~wWere nearly only centered around Russian tneoretical
questions,

Well now, do you know of anybody tnat ARAKI may have talked
to concerning the activities of tue army in Menchuria and
China? Who could probably tell me what his views were?%

Yes, it was a special difficulty tu find a suitable inter-
preter for his talking because he spoke a quite outstending
Japanese languages S0 I eventually found as interpreter the
elder General Kawabe, and he made the interpretation ob-
viously ratner painful, It was difficult for him to inter-
prets But he was, I think, one of the few men who could
undersvand him, So probably he had been in other respects,
in a more close contact witu him,

Do you know wnere he lives?

His last position I knew had been Commander-in.Chief in the
Burma campaign, If he is still living, I don't know, Maybe
his younger brotherws
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A

Qe

What is his younger brotner's name?

Kawabe too., This younger brother had been sent by the Japaneae
government to Manila as e first representative bringing, taking,

accepting the surrender terms by General MacArthur, I think he
mey still be here.

Was one of tnese two brother an interpreter for him during the
time he was War Minister in 193197

Only I asked him to interpret for me because he understood him
8o well, and this understanding was so difficult, I think it
hes been beceuse they had more and personsl relations to him,
So they may be people of nis close relationships and able to
give you views ebout his politics,

Do you know whether ARAKT made any speeches over tue radio or
any public speeches?

I think the main tning he published or made in publicity was a
book "Jepan's Mission in Showa,"

He is autnor of that book?

Yes,

Did you read tue book?

1 didn't read ite I was informed about it later on,.

Do you know about wnhat year that book was published?

No.

Viell, zive us same 1cea--was it after 1931%

Yes,

About wuen woula you tnink? your besti oupiniun?

Probably, I think it was published in--maybe--in 1936 oar 1937,

woen he was retired, But sure you can get it, I don‘t krow if
it has a translations This is tue difficulty for tnose books,

B
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Qe Then, after ne was War Minister, I believe you told me he ret.red?
A, He retired due to illness because he didn't feel himself able to

report the budget of the army in tne Diet--in tne Parliamant--tnia
is almys a ditficult task--very tiring,

Qe Then, I believe you stated in 1938 to 1939 he wes the Education 7
Minister?

A, Yes,

Qe Under Konoye. Do you knuw why he was apnpointed to tuis Cabinet?

As, I think he wmas promoted to tnis place because at tuat time the
army began to influence more thc education of the young people

and so they were anxious tc have on this place of Education Minister,
a man of tueir own creed,

Q¢ Then you would say that even in 1938 wuen he was in the Cabinet,
he was s8till in favor of the army's policies?

A, I think so,

Qe Well, now, did you ever hear anybody say that he was in favor of
the army's policies in Manchuria and China?®

Ae No, aboutr tnis question, I am sorry, we nad no talk.

Qe Well, did anybody else tell you about what ARAKI'S views were®q
Did you talk to anybody? Did you discuse it with anyone?

As At that time he was, in tnis respect, out of my interest in 1938
as pducation Minister, So I met him several times in Youth Rallies
and so on, wnere he talked in a way of admonishing the youth to be
national minded and devoted to Japanese Nationalistic policies,
but in a more general way,

Qs Well now, in tuese talks tuat he made with you, didn't he say

| some thing about what the armies had done in Mancuuria and China?
; What they intended to do?

Ae I cen't remember it., His main characteristic was--aside of tuis
{- anti«Boshevistic tendencies, is a leadersip of the younger otficers
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and youtn of Japan to tne so-called Bushido--tnat means correctly
translated "The way of the Knignt,'" That means the spirit of the
old Japanese Samurai, of the old Japenese nobde man figuting four
nis superior and devoting himself to a very simple life for the
benefit of the nation and tue 'enno,

Qe Well now, General, you mean tnat in all these speeches and teacnings
that he never mentioned wnat tue army had been doing in Mancnuria
or in China?

A, Probably he mentioned it but I personally can't remember that I
had heerd such a speech, iHe made many speeches, of course, in
nis capacity as War Minister and Education Minister, but in the
inner circles where no military attache was present,

Qe You never had any tranelation of his speeches or utterances he
made?

A. No.
Q. Well, éo you know of anyone that nas?

A, May 1 just have the yearbook? You have a list attached to your
notes, The Vice-cnief of tue general staff during the main de-
velopments of tne Manchurian incident was Genersal Mazaki, If
ARAKI made speeches about tue Manchurian incident it may be that
in the documents of tne Vice-chief of the general staff you could
find it, Perhaps you could try it, I personally don't remembeXr
hav.ing neard personally, or having heard about it,

Q. Now, I believe, ARAKI was a member of tue Hiranuma Cabinet, Was
he Educetional Minister too?

A. Education Minister,
Qe Carried over into that cabinet?

A, Yes, nis leadersnip for Bushido gave him a very important role
behind the screen of the Japanese Army's revolution on the 26th
of February 1936, It was generally supposed tnat this revolution
hada been the consequences of his exciting the younger officers to

| a new kind of revolutionary spirit; and that those young officers
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A,

A,

A,

made only the first step of revolutione-tnat means, abolish

the former circles around the Emperor, They cuuldn't make a
second step-~-tuat means, tue building up of a progrem because
ARAKI didn't appear as the leader he ought to do after having
excited tnese people and tuen let them become guilty, This
event damaged for sume time his personal prestige and you see
that 1t took four years until 1938 until he again appeared in a
public big position as Education Minister, Anhd for us tuis role
of ARAKI as a kind of leader of a new spirit in the young people
was the main tuing we always had in mind more than his role for
Menchuria, and as Education Minister,

You tnink tnhat he was responsible for inspir.ng the younger
officers in carrying on tue policy that the army had set out in
Japan and Mancuuria and China?

Maybe-
Wiell--

(Interrupving) I may say not in the direct lines of tuis policy,
but in tue spirit, ¥

What do you mean by the spirite

This inter-relation to increased activity, %7he younger officers
became activists by his influence to go ahead and attack tue
existing conditvtions interiorally and maybe abroad too.

Didn't tne younger officers, didn't they plan and execute along
witn the aid of otuers, the war of aggression and expansion in
Manchuria and China ard on down to Singapore and right on?%

Probably the main draving power had been this so-called Gumbu.
That means thne activistic group of younger otficers of the army
and navy composed cniefly of capteins to Lt, Colonels and
Colonels, A kind of anonymous groupe

Well now, General, do you think tuat ARAKT was in sympathy with
wuat they were doing and aided tnem?

Yﬁﬂ.
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Q. Do you?

A. YEB.

Qe Well now, ir you tuink that, wnat do you base your estimation
ongy what evidence do you have tuat ne did do it?

As I beg your pardon?

Qe Wnatv information or evidence do you have knowledge of tuat he
did do this? That is wuat 1 am want.ng to get, What 1 am driving

at is tuiss You say tuat he was in sympathy witn them and aided
them, I want to know what you know tnat he did do to assist them?

As. He had been generally considered as tue man of the Busnido spirit

of tue young army and many times you could hear tuat ARAKT is a

kind of idol of tne young officers as tue leader of tuis new
activistic movement,

Qe Where did you heer tuat? From talking tu people?

A+ TFrom talking to young otficers and talking to political people,
But, ne nas not been sent to trial after the February incident,
only Mazaki, so it could be proved tuat tuey couldn't find evi-
dence against him but it weas considered everywnere that the

real responsible man had been ARAKT, without having a cumplete
ev.idence,

Qs Then you say tuat througn talking to tue young off.icers, politicians,
and different people tnat they all expressed the opinion thet ne was
the man that was responsible for tue Fe bruary out~bresk and also

far tue advencement of the Japanese army in Mancuuria and Chinge-
that he encouraged tunat?

A. The lest two things nad not been menvioned in this way, but for

the  February incident, BRut I once more would like to stress that
he had not been sent to trial,

| Qe I want to ask you about KO0ISO, Kuniakis did you know him Per=
| sonally?

; Ae Yes, I met him fur tue first time wnen he was Chief of tue General
, Staff of the Japanese furces in Manchuria in 1933,
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As

A.

Qe

Ao

A

Did you talk to him about tne activities of tue Japanese army
in Mancuuria®

He hau a suort talk witu me, welcuming me as being sent to
Meanchuria for a visite I had an icea by his talk tnat ne wes
very fond or.tue success of tne Japanese army and he invited
me to join a reconnaissance flight of his first staff officer
of tue Kwantung army into tne new conquered province of Jehol
to give me a cuance; firat, of an intimate contact for sume
days with an intelligent experienced member of his ataff; and
secondly to join tanis flight over unknown territory,

Well now, did he discuss with you wuy tuey were taking over tuis

terriiory?

KOISO, in his talk, not, But his staif officer explained to me

in long talks we ned during the tnree-day flight his idee of
having a terriiory of raw materials and a territvory for
immigration of tne surplus of tueir pmople and mainly having
a model state of planned econocmic establishment wuien would
include the interest and maybe even the adnerence of tne
neighboring provinces,

Wno did he say formed tuis plan to set up tuis stete and to
expand and nave tue economic and raw materials and tne place
fur tne Japanese to immigrate to? Who formed tuat plan?

About tne aoriginatur ne didn't speak but it seemed tu me at
tnat time t.at KUi1SO, nimself, nad probably a leading role in
it, especially 1n tne qucstion of a state-controlled economy,
Wiell now, tuis young otficer-~wuat wes nis name?

I try to find it out, It mey be Fugimura=-it may be,

Even though he didn't tell you who formed the plan, he did
tell you that there was such & plan in existence?

Yes,
And tuat plan was for the Japanese army to tak over tuis new

territary for raw meterials and a place for the Japanese to
immigrate to?

And as a model state for planned economy; and I heard later on

«lOm
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A,

Qe

A,

A

Qe

I don't know on which occasions, several times, that XK0ISO,
himself, had been considered as a kind of initiator of tnis
first Japenese experiment of a state-controlled economy,

That is, in Mancnuria?
In Manchuria,
Wnere did you hear tnat, General?

I think here in some talke with industrial people, I can't
remember-

You can't give me tue names of who talked to you?

It was during the time--sometimes it had been mentioned to me,
but I can't give tue names,

Do you remember wnetner it was industrialists or politicians or
army men?

I think it was industrial people, which were to a certain extent,
sorry about tnis experiments because it was agrinst private enter-
rrise.

Can't you tell me what industrialists they were? What type of
business they were in?%?

I think he tried to have a very strong army or govermment in-
fluence upon tne South Manchurian Railway which had been before
the Mancnurian incident a company completely dominating the
economical life of Mancnuria,

My question is this: From what individuals or what company you
gained the infarmetion that ARAKT was the initiator of the plan?%

This, I don't know,

That was my question,

I don't know, 1 met KOISO a second time as Comnander-in-Chief
of tne Japanese forces in Kores in tue winter of 1935, At that

time he was very much interested to hear from me my personzl
opirions and experiences about the development of the military
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Qe

Ao

Qe

A

Q.

Ae

Qe

A,

Qe

system and defense in Manchukuo, It was mainly pure military
intereste I h-sd a long talk witn him in his residence in Kegio
in Korea,

Well, did he discuss with you at that time tue developments
that the Japanese army had made, the advances they made in Man-
chukuo and different places?

He asked my opinion and my experiences, 1 had tne idea that it
wz8 his o0ld interest of tne furmer chief-of-staff having been

away from tnis development and hearing a foreign military attache's
opinion about his former "child¥--if I may say so.

Did he tell you why the Japanese army was advancing and taking
over new territuary?

It was not made at tnat time., It was only estatlished,
That was just Manchukuo?

Since the first time there were no expansion more, It was only
the establisnment of the wnole system in tne seme territory,.

The same territory? That was prior to the otner advancements
that they made?

To the Chinese? It had notning to do with China,

Did he discuss with you at that time any plan that tney had to take
over more territory?

Nothings So, in my note, I mentioned him as probably a man of
experience in the question of etate-controlled economy, out of
my personal experience,

Then you tnink tuat KOISO was one of the main leaders in tne
Japanese army taking over Manchuria?

Yes, as I believe I have heard so tnat he had been the commander

of one of the main fighting forces and owing to his personal

et titude he became chief of the general staff, So he must have
~ been a leading man in tune Manchurian incident,

1 see, Next, I want to ask you about ITAGAKI, Seishiro, Did
you know him¢%
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> #

A,

A

A.

I know him,
When did you get acquainted with him?

I met nim for the first time as Chief of tne General Sta'ff of tne
Kwantung Army,

What time was tuat?
In the winter of 1935 to 1936, '
Did you talk to him at tuat time?

I had a cnance in tnis winter to make an interesting reconnoitering
flignt on the Russian border south of Harbin and alongside the
Sungari Riber in the strongest winier time, I had asked for tuis
flight in order to win personelly an experience about the fignting
conditions in Mancuuria in winter time which lasts for sbout six
montas and coming back frum this flight I suggested to ITAGAKI

to make a kind of speech to his steff about my experiences in
order to stop a little tne growing activity among that army whica

I felt during my trip for some cunflict with Russia,

Iet me ask you now-«to interrupt you tuere--what did you feel apout
the army? What did you notvice about tne army tnere?

I noticed in tue army a eertain activity and s certain tension to
to have, or to like a2 conflict with Eussia on tne border line,

It was a kind of atrong tension, So, I had the idea it would be
useful to stop, as 1 could to do it, tnis tension to a certain
extent because I considered it would be a very bad tning to have
a conflict with Russia because tne Japanese army seemed to be not
to be able to go to war, So ITACAKI asked me to make tuis speech
and seemed to be very satisfied with the tendency of my speech,
"Stop your activity and improve your conditions first.”

What did ITAGAKT say in regard to tue asctivities of the Japanese
army up to tuat time in Manchuria, in China and these places?

He mainly asked my experiences about my trip end discussed my
opinion about tue necessity of counsolidating the defense system,

What did you mean by "defense system?”

Defense system? I found on several places I cons.idered the
system as a whole not very effective owing to meny military

<13
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details, for instance~-

Qe I don't believe you understood my question, Why was it necessary
for defense ana defense against wnat?

As Border defense against Russia, I mean the defense system--every
country has tneir permanent defense system--it wasn't especially
necessary-emwe—

Qs Were they expecting Russia to a.tack?

A. They didn't say, but every counvry had to build up a permanent
defense system,

Q. What was said about tne defense they were using in China and
Mancouriz at tuat time? *

A+ Beg your pardon?

Qe Did you discuss the defense of Manchuria?

Ae Mencouria only. Because my trip wes limited to a part of Man-
churia,

Q" 1l see,

A, 1n a purely miliivary way tuis discussion, Ilater on, 1l met
ITAGAKI a second time as a War Minister when I came beck from
Berlin in 1938 to begin my Ambassadorsnip in Tokyo., Then I
asked him about his opinion of tue development of the China
conflict at that time; because, as 1 mentioned on another
occasion, 1 tried tu stup the danger of a German-English cun-
flict in tnat time, So when 1 heard from him that the J apanese
army has developed ir the meantime during my absence a figuting
of life and death in China, 1 reported to my government tuat
at the present time tue Japanese are unable to due anytning else
tnan to occupy tnemselves with their fighting in China,

Qs Now, wnat did ITAGAKI say =zbout tueir advances tnere? Did he
talk to you about what was nappening tnere?

A, He gave me only a common general aspect tnet in the meantime

P ————
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Ae

A.

A

Qe

Ae

Qe
A.

5

A,

they nad advanced further on, At present time I don't know
the names of the places,

Why did ne say tney nad edvanced? TFor wnat reason?

In order to accomplish the defeast of Chiang Kai-shek,

Did he tell you tuat was the aime-to defeat Chiang Kai-snek?
To win tne war,

To win tue war?

This war had in the meentime developed to a fighting of death
and life, -

Did he say tuat ne was in favor of tne Japanese going auead ard
winning the war against China? What was nis sttitude?

He was War Ministerge=w-

I know that, Wnat d4id he =ay?

He was Wer Minister, so of course he told me, "Now we are figuting
far death and 1ife, We have to win thnis war in e complete

engagement of our forces,*

Then ne told you tnat the Japanese intended to use all their
resources and power to win tue war?

Yes,

And that he was in favor of tuem going ahead?
Probably.

Did he say tnat?

He didn't tell this exactly,

From what ne said to you?

I haa to conclude it,
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Qe Yes., Well, did you say anytning to him about stopping the war
in China?

A. This 1 couldn't say, no,
Q. You didn't?

A, No, May 1 add? My main inverest at that time was to hear and
report to Germany tnat Japan wasn't able to go on any other ade
venture against anotuer country; she is limited to her aims or
purposes,

Qs Did he tell you at tnat time wuat tne aims of Japan were?
A, Only winning tnis Chinese war,
Qe Chinese war? He didn't mention going to Singapore?

As. No, no, notning, A tnird role of ITAGAKI, which I didn't talk
over with him, personally, was his influence upon the negotiations
of a milivary alliance between Germany, Japan and Italy in 1939,

I think ne was War Minister at tuat time, These negotiations
eventuslly failed, After my impression, tne army was to & certain
extent and probably ITAGAKT personally, in favar of such an
alliance, but eventually followed the idea of the navy., It would
be not possible for them to engage in an alliance without obliga-
tion to act automatically in case of a eonflict because tney were
not advanced enougn in tne building up of tneir fighting forces,
But I had no personal talk with ITAGAKI about those questions,

It is my impression, He retired when the Hiranuma cabinet re-
tired owing tu tue conclusion of the German~Russo treaty.
Generally epcken, ITAGAKI belongs to the most intelligent and
able lead.ng army men of Japan,

Qs Then you think he had strong influence with tne army, and witu
the cabinets, and the politicians of Japan?

A, 1 am not quite sure, He may be too limited in his profession
as a soldier., May be,

| Q. I want to esk you about MINAMI, Jiro, Did you know him? I
| believe he was War Minister in 1931 when tne Mancnurian incident

occurred,

“]lb=
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A,

A,

e

Ao

TR

As

Only in tne beginning 1 think, At that time I didn't know him,
I wasn't in Japane 1 knew him first as Comnander-in-Chief of the

Japanese army in Manchuria, I think in 1935,
From wnat you knuw of hime-
(Interrupting) No, in-ewas it 1v35%

Yes, it was in 1935--1934 and 1935 What kind of a man was he,
General, in your opinion?

I think a livtle busybody man, A man of a certain activity to
get political positions, Sometimes, when a cabinet crisis
occurred he always appeared in the capitol obviously to present
himself for a position, but he never succeeded in tnis respect,
In his capacity as Commander«~in-Cnief in Manchuria, I have only
purely furmal talks with him,

From tue talke you had with him, w28 he in favor of Japan's policy
of aggression in Manchukuo and in China?

At tuat time wuen he was Vommander-in-Chief, tue aggression in
Manchukuo was finished, so he talked about his work in building
up Manchukuo,

Did he say they had a plan *o build up Manchukuo?
I don't tnink tuat I spoke with him exactly ebout special plans,
What did he tell you?

It was somewhat formal talk without especial interest. Iater on

I met him as Governor-General of Korea, And on tuat occasion--tuis
was in 1939, he invited me for a long talk and spoke about the
industrial development of Korea as a kind of industrial supply
center for Japan and how he tried to develop the mining business,
the watver supply for electrical purposes, the agriculture and
presented to me in the evening 2 very impressive movie about the
work of establishing industrial development in Korea, He, himself,
appeared in tnis muvie severasl times as a working man among the
people with a certain embition. He seemed at that time to be a
good pioneer of Japanese cammercial and industrial inierests in
Korea, wuich 1 think during tne war played a rather important role,
This is probebly, to a certain extent, due to the ability and
energy of MINAMI as Governor-General, After his retirement
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Q.

A,

A,

Ao

as Governor-General I invited him sometimes to the German
Embassy in Tokyo out of our respect and gratefulness because
he treated the small German people in Korea with Peculiar kind-
ness, especially our Catholic missions, We had a very well-
equipped Catholic Benedictine Mission, a kind of model mission
for the Far East. The nonorable Rishop was a friend of MINAMI,
and tuis was the main reason, as Ambassador to pey my respect
and thankfulness,

On these visits tu tne Embassy, did you discuss the position of
Jepan in Mancnukuo and China? What dié he say ebour tnet?

In 1939 ne spoke, if he came tu me--he spoke mainly--it was later
Ol e ==

Any time,

He spoke mainly about his work in Kores and sometimes about his
idea tuat Korea has two qualities. The one quality, as a supply
center for Japan and tne otner es a reserve territory for Man-
churia and Chine,

Then, h1s 1dea was tuet Japan could use tne rew meterials and
develop it%

Yes,

And also tnat Japan could use 1t faor immigration purposes for the
Japanese people?

And tnat tney could as a reserve territory. That means to supply
the troops tnere in China from tne side of Korea as a recruit depot.
It wes nearly all we talked about. He may be of value for you if
you are interested in certain questions of the economical develop-
ment of Korea., He is an expert about tnose things,

The next one is MAZAKI, Jinzaburo. When did you get acquainted
with him? He was in 1932 to 1Y33 Vice-cnief of tune General Staff
during tne main developments of the Manchurien campalgn,

1 didn't meet him in orficial positions because wner I met him, ne
was already retired,

Did you discuss witn him, or hear nim discuss, the Japanese occupa-
tion of Manchukuo or China?
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A. I met him only two or three times very shortly without talking
any special question with him, I mentioned him here in these
notes as the man who had been sent for trial as responsible for
the February incident and later on he had been acquitted, But
the public opinion had been that he had been, after ARAKI,
probably the second man responsible for the exciting of the
young officers to act in such a way. This is the only reason
why I mentioned him here,

Q. You don't know his views then on the occupation of Manchuria?

A. I don't know, but probably he had been always considered as a
very fanaticel extremist, He was considered as such, I per=
sonally didn't hear a word about the things on his gides I can
only give the public opinion.

Q. How did you hear that? From the general public or from what
class?

A. From general officers, from politicians, from industrialists,
from tue low people wuicu all spoke about MAZAKI as the man
wno is now on trial for this terrible event and people thought
it would be the right man for the trial,

Qe And the general opinion was that the reason this February in-
cident happened was beccuse the cabinet didn't go along with
the army on the China incidence?

A, No. It had been one reason but tne public opinion had been
that it wes the outbursts of dissatisfaction of the younger
officers with the social conditions and the lack of energy
from the side of the men around the Emperor to find a remedy
for those interior distresses, I believe this interior reason
had.been, but the people considered in the first place as the
main reason for the incident ,

Q. Next one I want to ask you sbout is HATA, Shunroku, What do
you know ebout him?

A, I met nim in his time as War Minister. I think in informal
occasions so I had no cnance to have talks about detailed
a questions with him, I had the experience tnet he was called
: to the War Minister place in a time wnen the Japanese politics
became more moderate after the Hiranuma cabinet, I think he

beceme war minister in the Yonai and Abe cabinets, Those

'.
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Ae

Qe

Ae

Ae

Ae

cabinets were characteristic for tueir endeavor to better the
relations to the Anglo-Sexon nations and HATA seemed to be tue
man called for to bring the army to the seme line, So he was
considered as an opponent of an expansion policy of tne Japanese
army, He was close to the turone, This, too, proved his modereate
cnarecter at that time. Iater on, after my retirement, 1 met him
occasionally in Nanking on a private visit to = friend of mine,
HATA invited me hearing tuat I am in Nanking, owing to our former
acquaintance and at that time it was in, I think, in October 1943,
he spoke in a very moderate way about tne Japanese politics in
Chipa., He expressed the hope--l1 can't give you the exact term

of his speaking=-the hope to find soon an agreement of reconcilia-
tion with the Chunking government,.

was he in favor of the Japanese retreating end getting out of
China or just signing a treaty and remaining and holding what they
had?

T hed the impression tunat he wes in favor of giving large con-
cessions to tne Chinese in order to become rid of the China
conflict,

Do you mean he was willing to give everything up?
Tnis I can't tell you,.
ne didn't say?

Anyuuw une expressed uimself in the way tuat I had the impression
tnet ne is s very moderate peace-looking man in his capacity as
Commander-in-Chief of tne Japanese forces in China,

Would you say tuat he was willing to cuncede territory to stop the
wer?

Yes,

Did he ever discuss with you whetuer or not he was in agreement
with the policy tuat the Japanese had in going into Manchukuo and

Chine?

”,

Never. But, as I told you, being 2 war minister of tue moderate
cabinets, if 1 may say so, he probably was opposed to every

- .20-
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expansion politics, I considered him as a very inivelligent
and decidedly moderate man,

(The a.tached Japanese notes were dictated by General Ott as men
he stated were responsible fur the Japanese war of aggression against
Manchukuo and China,)

(Interrogation adjourned)
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Wixtr-ct from Irtirrogrtion of lit.jor Guncrcl Eugene Ltt, 28 I'Cb. 1946
1400-1600 Hre, pp. 12 to 16."

0, I coc, Nuxt, I want to aek you cbout ITAGLKI, Scishirc, Did
au kne: kin?

5o L know hing
0. "huen did you got acouninted vith hin?

£+« T met hi~ for the first tinc e Chicf of tho G:nercl Stuff of the
K -‘!ll'itlll‘g & rLY ,

r. "hrt tire vre thot?
t . In the vintur of 1925 to 1936.
0, Did you te.lk to hin ¢t thet tine?

. I hrd ¢ chrern: in thie winter to meke ¢n intercsting rccornoitcering
flight cn th Mureisn tordcr sonth of Hirbin znd rlongeidc tho
Sungerd River in the strongort wintoer time. T hed askid for thie
flight in ord.r to vin pirrfonclly «n «xperionce tbout the fighting
conditione in tr-nchuric in winter timce vhich lests for rbout six

onthr, rnd corming beek from thise flight I suggeested to ITIUGIKI
to neke o kind of speuch to his steff - bout iy «xv riinces in
ordcr to etop o« 1ittle the groving - ctivity wmong th-t -rry vhich
I felt cduring my trip for sgonc conflict =ith Ruecic,

| . Tct rnic ask you nom--tn intcrrunt you there=-vhet did you faol cbout
the sray? “h-.t éid you noticc ebout the crmy thorc?

1.« 1 noticed in the rrey ¢ coertrin activity end e cortzin tinsion to
hrove, or to like ¢ confliet 7ith Ruseic on the torder lince, It vcre
» kind of strong tciesion,.fo, I hnd the idex it would bo uscful
to stop, ¢ I could to do it, this tension to a ceortoin oxtent be-
¢ ure I eonsidered it ~ould be . very bad thing to hove ¢ conflict

| rith Rureic beeiure the Japoneeo trmy ecenicd to be not to be able

| to go to rr., &0 IT.G/KI uskcd ne to makc this epecch rnd scemed

k to be very sotieficd -« ith the tondeney of my speich, "Stoy your

!

retivity -nd imorove your cnnditione first,"

"« "hrt did ITLGIKI eny in rcgerd to the zetivitice of the Jopr neee
iy uo to thet timec in Mronchurdic in Chins :nd these ploces?

. !, He rnednly arked my cxmoerienccs cbout ny trio mnd discusscd niy
opirion ebout thc nce.eeity of consolidcting the defence systeom,

C, Yhet did you —ecen by "defense system?®

4 -M}_;l'-*, .
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! o Difirnee eyelen? I found on severil pleces I considcred the syrt n
rhole rot very effcetive oring to meny militory deteils, for

-

o 4 don't v 1i~ve yon undurstond 'y quogtion,
for dueicure ¢ nd defensc L gainet vh t2

‘hy wae 1t nccorecry

! « Border d-fenec og-inst Russic, 1 mcan the deionsc eystom--cvery
conrdtry hre 1l Jir norienert defunsce systun=-~it veentt ececpecielly
NCCUSENT =~

le »tre thuy vyr ~ning Russic to 1.ttt ck?

!, They didnft ery, but cvery ceuntry bod to build up ¢ permonent
dcfonsc cystonm.

0, Thet wre erid vhout the dory.se they *ere nucing in Chins ¢nd
Ecnckburie ot thit tisch

/| + Bep your p:rdon?
¢+ Did you discure the dafunec of hir nchurin

; « Kenchurie only. EBecerure my trip ves linited to ¢ purt, of kirn-
churirs ,

‘.IFL{.;

| !« In o ovurcly rilitery oy thie diecussior, ILoter on, 1 met
| IT. G.KI ¢« second tinc ce o "rr hinister vken I enmc beek from

Berlin in 1938 to Ycein ny Jmhx esadorsnin in Tokyo., Then 1

relcd hin abovt hic copinior of the developncnt of the Chine

conflict t tk-t tir., beeruec, as I montiorcd on another

ocer.eion, I tricd to stop the durnger of a Germun-EFneglish con-

flict in th:t tine. So ~hen I herrd from him th: t the Jooponcec

arrty heee developed in the meontime during ny cbecrec & fighting ~

—— -

of 112¢ : nd ducik in Ching, I ruported o my governnent thet v
; _t the proesint tire the Jepuncse crs unebic to Go anything clec
f thon to occuvy tromsclvees with their fighting in Chine,
l

n, nov, Wit di3 IT'Gi KI soy chrut their edwincee there? Did he
tr.lk to you : bout vhet v:oe henoening thore?

!+ FC pive ne only o coon gonerel cesocet thet in the meentime

they hed cdvonced furthor on. /[t prescent.tine I don't kno-
the names of the placces,

. — =

l Ge ¥hy did he sey thcy hed cdvonced? For vwhit rocenn?
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0id he tcll ~» -t thit time ~h. t the - ime of Jopop mere?
Only winning thie Chiwnc.c wor,
Chinere wor? He didn't ~mention going to Sing: nmorc?

Fn, no, nothing, £ third rolc of IT..G:KI, vhich I didn't t-lk
over with him, perennclly, wee his influence upon the ncgoti::tions
of ¢ militrry cllirnce betrecn Germuny, Jipin ond Itiely in 1939,

I think he ris % r fiinister ¢t thet time. These ncgoticions
evertuw lly feiled, AL7toer my imprecssion, the orry wee to ¢ certrin
c¢xtent end orob:.bly IT .G/KI pcreonclly, in fevor of such cn
t1licnce, but evertu-lly folloved the idesn of the mcvy, It vould
hc rot nnesible for ther to engoge in on «llicnce - ithout oblige-
tion to cet cutoniticilly in cosc of © conflicet, becrusc they rere
not cdvenced cnough in the building up of their fighting forces,
But I h:id no persontl tilk with ITAG/ FI cbout those qucestione,

It is ny inmpression, He .rotired vhen the Hircnune cabinet re-
tircd owing to thc ennclusior of the Germ n-Rusco treoly,
Generelly epoken, ITIG'KI belongs t» the -ost intellicent rnd

¢ble lceding crny men of Jopeon.,
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