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Afternoon

I’m Dr Sara Thomas

Scotland Programme 
Coordinator for WMUK

sara.thomas@wikimedia.org.uk
@lirazelf
#ScotWiki

By Sara Thomas [CC BY-SA 4.0]

mailto:sara.thomas@wikimedia.org.uk
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By the end 
of today’s 
session you 
will*:

(*I hope)

Have found a new place to 
share your learning

Understand more about the 
significance of open 
knowledge for researchers

Understand the basics of 
editing Wikipedia
❖



Public engagement for 
researchers - why?

▹ Helps you parse your work for 
layfolk (what does that jargon mean, 
exactly?)

▹ Understand the significance of your 
work outside academia

▹ Feeds back into the development of 
your work 

▹ Knowledge is meant to be shared
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My 
not-so-secret 

agenda
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I think you 
should edit 
Wikipedia

By Version 1 by Nohat (concept by 
Paullusmagnus); Wikimedia. 
(File:Wikipedia-logo.svg as of 14 May 
2010T23:16:42) [CC BY-SA 3.0]



Why 
Wikipedia?
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wi
ki/File:Student_Learning_Outcomes
_using_Wikipedia-based_Assignme
nts_Fall_2016_Research_Report.pdf 

Development of research, 
writing, & information literacy 
skills

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Student_Learning_Outcomes_using_Wikipedia-based_Assignments_Fall_2016_Research_Report.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Student_Learning_Outcomes_using_Wikipedia-based_Assignments_Fall_2016_Research_Report.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Student_Learning_Outcomes_using_Wikipedia-based_Assignments_Fall_2016_Research_Report.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Student_Learning_Outcomes_using_Wikipedia-based_Assignments_Fall_2016_Research_Report.pdf
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“You’re not allowed to 
use Wikipedia as an 
essay reference….”



“
Wikipedia is the single 

greatest open education 
resource the world has 

ever seen

(Jim Groom, #OER16)
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Why is open 
knowledge 
important?



Wikipedia has a 
global reach
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Search is the way we live now
We increasingly rely upon search
And search increasingly relies upon 
Wikipedia
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQR_1mZ-gAA

 

[Image screengrab from 
YouTube, not CC-BY so 
omitted]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQR_1mZ-gAA


“
Knowing that people are 

coming back to this 
article and finding it 

useful is really gratifying

Aine Kavanagh
Her article has had 36,169  views since 

August 2016
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https://media.ed.ac.uk/playlist/dedicated/51020161/1_5ikxjzq6/1_prhg9j4t 

[[Screengrab from Media Hopper - license unclear so 
omitted]]

Stories of Student Empowerment - a compilation of 

student feedback on the Wikimedia residency

https://media.ed.ac.uk/playlist/dedicated/51020161/1_5ikxjzq6/1_prhg9j4t


“
Being a Wikipedian for 
me is about being an 

advocate, or an activist 
of knowledge

Lucas Reynoso

17



The encyclopedia 
that anyone can 

edit…

...kinda



An encyclopedia

Neutral point of view

Free content that anyone 
can use, edit and distribute

Respect and civility

No firm rules
"Parthenon from south" by Thermos (Thermos) 
- Own work. Licensed under CC BY-SA 2.5



A Wikipedia 
article is a 
literature review:

A representation of summaries of 
dominant opinions on a subject

A hand curated annotated 
bibliography

A starting point for further research
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A Wikipedia 
article is not...

About you, someone you know, or 
somewhere you work

Personal conjecture, or written like 
an essay

Unsourced, or copied word for word 
from another source
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By RTCNCA [LGPL (http://www.gnu.org/licenses/lgpl.html), GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC BY-SA 3.0 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], from Wikimedia 
Commons



Key policies & guidelines

Notability

No personal 
interpretation 

Conflict of 
Interest

Verifiability

Reliable 
Sources

Neutral Point 
of View
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Collaboration & Community

Talk pages & Consensus 
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Visual editor
Adding a link to 
another Wikipedia 
page - a “wikilink” Bullet points

Headings
Basic formatting Adding a reference

Adding pictures, 
reference lists, 
templates

Special characters

(Can also be used 
for external links)

Screengrabs from Wikipedia, CC-BY-SA



THANKS!
Any questions?

You can find me at:
@lirazelf
sara.thomas@wikimedia.org.uk
#ScotWiki
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