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At the end of a theatrical season it is customary for 

the manager to step forward, and, in as few words as 

may be, to say how very much obliged he feels for all 

past favours, and how very ready he is to incur fresh 

obligations. 

With a degree of candour which few managers would 

display, we cheerfully confess that we have been fairly 

inundated with orders during our six months’ campaign; 

but so liberal are we, notwithstanding, that we place 

many of the very first authors of the day on our free 

list, and invite them to write for our establishment just 

as much paper as they think proper. 

We have produced a great variety of novelties, some 

of which we humbly hope may become stock pieces, and 

all of which we may venture to say have been most suc¬ 

cessful ; and, although we are not subject to the control 

of a licenser, we have eschewed everything political, 

personal, or ill-natured, with perhaps as much care as 

we could possibly have shown, even had we been under 

the watchful eye of the Lord Chamberlain himself. 

We shall open our Second Volume, ladies and gentle¬ 

men, on the first day of July, One thousand eight hun- 



IV ADDRESS. 

dred and thirty-seven, when we shall have the pleasure 

of submitting a great variety of entirely new pieces for 

your judgment and approval. The company will be 

numerous, first-rate, and complete. The scenery will 

continue to be supplied by the creative pencil of Mr. 

George Cruikshank; the whole of the extensive and 

beautiful machinery will be, as heretofore, under the 

immediate superintendence of Mr. Samuel Bentley, of 

Dorset-street, Fleet-street; and Mr. Richard Bentley, of 

New Burlington-street, has kindly consented to preside 

over the Treasury department, where he has already 
conducted himself with uncommon ability. 

The stage management will again be confided, ladies 

and gentlemen, to the humble individual with the short 

name, who has now the honour to address you, and who 

hopes, for very many years to come, to appear before you 

in the same capacity. Permit him to add in sober 

seriousness, that it has been the constant and unremit¬ 

ting endeavour of himself and the proprietor to render 

this undertaking worthy of your patronage. That they 

have not altogether failed in their attempt, its splendid 

success sufficiently demonstrates ; that they have no in¬ 

tention of relaxing in their efforts, its future Volumes 

we trust will abundantly testify. 

London, 

June, 1837. 

“ BOZ.” 
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Extraordinary Gazette. 

SPEECH OF HIS MIGHTINESS 

ON OPENING THE SECOND NUMBER ' . ^ 

OP 

BENTLEY’S MISCELLANY, 
EDITED BY “ BOZ.” 

On Wednesday, the first of February, “the House” 
(of Bentley) met for the despatch of business, in pur¬ 
suance of the Proclamation inserted by authority in 
all the Morning, Evening, and Weekly Papers, ap¬ 
pointing that day for the publication of the Second 
Number of the Miscellany, edited by “ Boz.” 
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His Mightiness the Editor, in his progress to New 
Burlington-street, received with the utmost affability 
the numerous petitions of the crossing-sweepers; and 
was, repeatedly and loudly hailed by the cabmen on the 
different stands in the line of road through which he 
passed. His Mightiness appeared in the highest pos¬ 
sible spirits; and immediately after his arrival at the 
House, delivered himself of the following most gra¬ 
cious speech: 

“My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen: 

“ In calling upon you to deliberate on the various 
important matters which I have now to submit to 
your consideration, I rely with entire confidence on 
that spirit of good-will and kindness of which I 
have more than once taken occasion to express my 
sense; and which I am but too happy to acknow¬ 
ledge again. 

“ It has been the constant aim of my policy to pre¬ 
serve peace in your minds, and promote merriment in 
your hearts ; to set before you, the scenes and charac¬ 
ters of real life in all their endless diversity; occasion¬ 
ally (I hope) to instruct, always to amuse, and never 
to offend. I trust I may refer you to my Pickwick an 
measures, already taken and still in progress, in confir¬ 
mation of this assurance. 

“ In further proof of my sincere anxiety for the 
amusement and light-heartedness of the community, 
let me direct your particular attention to the volume 
I now ’ay before you, which contains no fewer than 
twenty-one reports, of greater or less extent, from 
most eminent, active, and intelligent commissioners. 
I cannot but anticipate that when you shall have given 
an attentive perusal to this general report on Periodical 
Literature, you will be seized with an eager and be¬ 
coming desire to possess yourselves of all the succeed¬ 
ing numbers,—a desire on which too much praise and 
encouragement can never be bestowed. 

“ Gentlemen of the Reviews : 

“ I have directed the earliest copies of every monthly 
number to be laid before you. They shall be framed 
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with the strictest regard to the taste and wishes of the 
people; and I am confident that I may rely on your 
zealous and impartial co-operation in the public service. 

“ The accounts and estimates of the first number 
have been made out; and I am happy to inform you 
that the state of the revenue as compared with the 
expenditure (great as the latter has been, and must 
necessarily continue to be) is most satisfactory; in 
fact, that a surplus of considerable extent has bwn al¬ 
ready realised. It affords me much pleasure to reflect 
that not the smallest difficulty will arise, in the appro¬ 
priation of it. 

“My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen: 

“ I continue to receive from Foreign Powers, unde¬ 
niable assurances of their disinterested regard and es¬ 
teem. The free and independent States of America 
have done me the honour to reprint my Sketches, gra¬ 
tuitously ; and to circulate them throughout the Pos¬ 
sessions of the British Crown in India, Yvithout charg¬ 
ing me anything at all. I think I shall recognize Don 
Carlos if I ever meet him in the street; and I am sure 
1 shall at once know the King of the French, for I 
have seen him before. 

“ I deeply lament the ferment and agitation of the 
public mind in Ireland, which was occasioned by the 
inadequate supply of the first number of this Miscel¬ 
lany. I deplore the outrages which were committed 
by an irritated and disappointed populace on the shop 
of the agent; and the violent threats which were di¬ 
rected against him, personally, on his stating his in¬ 
ability to comply with their exorbitant demands. I 
derive great satisfaction from reflecting that the 
promptest and most vigorous measures Yvere instanta¬ 
neously taken to repress the tumult. A large detach¬ 
ment of Miscellanies was levied and shipped with all 
possible despatch ; and I have it in my power to state, 
that, although the excitement has not yet wholly sub¬ 
sided, it has been, by these means, materially allayed. 
I have every reason to hope that the arrangemente 
since made with my agent in the Port of Dublin, 
render any recurrence of the disturbances extremely 
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improbable, and will effectually prevent their break- 
ing out afresh. 

“ I view with heartfelt satisfaction, the loyal and 
peaceable demeanour of the people of Scotland; who, 
although they experienced a similar provocation to 
outrage and rebellion, were content to wait until fresh 
supplies could be forwarded per mail and steam. 

“ I feel unfeigned pleasure in bearing similar tes¬ 
timony to the forbearing disposition and patriotic 
feeling of the hardy mountaineers in the Principality 
of Wales. 

I have concluded treaties on the most advanta¬ 
geous terms, liot only with the powers whose names 
are already known to you, but with others, to whom 
it might prove disadvantageous to the public service 
to make any more direct reference at present. I have 
laboured, and shall continue to labour, most earnestly 
and zealously for your pleasure and enjoyment; and, 
surrounded as I am, by talent and ability, I look most 
confidently to your approval and support.” 

NOTE OF THE REPORTER. 

His Mightiness incorporated with his speech on general topics, 
some especial reference to one “ Oliver Twist.” Not distinctly un¬ 
derstanding the allusion, we have abstained from giving it. 


