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PREFACE.

AT a period when the French have just regained
the liberty of the press ; at a period when the with-
drawing of the Allies from the French territory
is coufidently spoken of, it cannot, I presune, be
Judged idle to take a eursory review of the conse-
quences likely to result to France and to Lurope
from these events.

What has already ensued from the first of these
Measures, may in i great degree serve us as a cuide
to what will probably cusue from the latter. | shall
therefore dismiss my readers as soon as possible to
the perusal of M. Crevel’s work : particularly as it is
not my wish to weary them with a tedious digression
on what iz as ptain as the light of day.

If the first use that was made of the liberty of the
press, has heen to let loose a swarn of inflammatory
and abusive publications against the government;
if the old revolutionary watch-word of the rights of
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the pcople has again been sent forth under a thou-
sand different forms ; may we not suppose that the
arm is as ready to brandish the sword, as the tongue
to,spit forth its venom, the instant it finds itself
freed from a wholesome and salutary restraint. That
restraint 1 have no hesitation in saying will exist
no longer than does the presence of the allied armies.
Order, loyalty, and real liberty will evacuate Erance
with their rear guard ; leaving in their stead. confu-
sion, anarchy, and usurped authority on the part of
factious demagogues, of the rights of the crown, and
the true interests of the people.

There is perhaps another circumstance or two that
will make this pamphlet interesting to an English
reader. It is unquestionably written by a man of no
ordinary talent, and it breathes unqualified hatred
to our country, our goveriment, and our uational
prosperity.

But as there is no poison, however destructive, from
which the skill of modern pharmacy has not found
the art of extracting some usctul particles ; so per-
haps may we, even in the deadly henbane in which
M. Crevel has dipped his pen, whenever his subject
leads him to speak of Lnglaud, discern some salu-
tary hint towards averting the smallest of those mis-
fortunes, with the whole weight of which he would
rejoice to see us saddled.

M. Crevel has indulged so much in poetic quota-
tion, that 1 feel inclined to follow his example, and
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to quote a solitary passage ; for which, however, |
am uot indebted to his fuvourite Voltaire. ‘

« 1] est tems J’ enchainer cette hydre révoltée,
¢« 1) etouffer les clameurs de sa bouche infectée,
¢ Declairer de ses pas les detours tortucus,

¢ Et de faire tomber son masque fastueux.”

«"Tis time to chain this rebel hydra down,

* To stop th’ infectious uproar of his mouth,
 To show the wily cunning of his track,

*“ And to unstrip him of his specious mask.”

I mentioned before that the language of M. Crevel
breathes unqualified hatred to this happy country;
and those. therefore, of our countrymen who are dis-
satistied with their own government, nced not on
that acconnt expect to be treated with any mercy by
him.

Par ecemple, let us take the following specimen of
his sentiments on the iinglish Opposition :

“ The members of the Fnglish Opposition are not
the real friends of the nation ; but empudent caballers,
machines, in short, which the ministcr cun move by
the attraction of gwncas and places.”

I much incline to think M. Crevel has drawn his
opinion of the Euglish constitution from rather a
prejudiced source ; and should he again do us the
favour of paying such marked attention to our insti-
tutions, as he has done in the following pamphlet, I
take the liberty of giving him a trifling piece of
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advice. In other words, 1 refer him, for the better
understanding his subject, to the celebrated pages
of one of his own countrymen®, in preference to the.
writings of Hone and Cobhett, or the harangues of
Orator Hunt.

He will then find how admirably the genius of
our constitution is adapted to that of the people ; he
will perceive that rational Liberty has established her
palladivm on our sea-zirt isle ; he will be assured,
that if some partial difficultics have existed wmongst
us, he has heen strangely misinformed as to their
nature and extent; he will uitimately learn, that if
our government is not entirely free from errors (and
where is the human one that ix so?), it is at least
peculiarly fitted to English habits and English hearts;
to those habits that have enabled us patiently to de-
vote a large portion of the produce of our industry
to the support of a just war; to those hearts that
have swelled with honourable pride on the hauks of
the Seine, and in the plains of Waterloo.

Whatever $. Crevel may thinn of the political
differences of our countrymen on some points of
minor consideration, I believe { can venture to tell
him, that on the most important one of all we arc
unanimous ; that we shall leave him in quiet pos.
session of his fine logic, his darling lu Patric, his
Dieu* la Patrie ¢t le Roi! that on this side the

* De L'Olue,
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water, we consider the interest of our mild and con-
stitutional monarchs, as mseparably interwoven with
the interests of the nation ; that the House of Bruns-
wick not only reigns over our persons, but in our
hearts : and that if he and his associates ever dare to
set hostile foot on our shores, he will perhaps find
some little difficulty in digesting our national motto,
« St. George and England.”

A veste : “ the country’s in little ultimate danger,
“ when the hegaar’s as ready to fight for his dish, as
“the laird for his land.”  Let M. Crevel* write’
away : we are ready to acknowledge him a very clever,
as well as a very impudent fellow ; but the little
quill of the fretful porcupine will not for a moment
interrupt the repose of the stately lioness.

Nince these few remarks were written, the public
mind has been considerably agitated by the atroei-
ous attempt to assassinate the Duke of Wellington.
The uncertainty in which that event is at present in-
volved, has served as an additional canse to keep
alive the interest which every one must take in the
discovery of the instigators of a plan as truly diabol-
ical, and so unworthy of a nation that pretends to
high and cliivalric notious of honour. I an far from
wishing to stah the reputation of any man, or of any

* It may not be useless to the English reader to be informed, that
M. Crevel for some lime oceupied the situation of Private Secretary to
the celebrated Prince 'l"a]leyrau(l.
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party, but I cannot refrain from calling the attention
of my readers to p. 92 and 93, of M. Crevel’s pamph-
let. 1t will be seen, that he here studiously endea-
vours to hold up, as a mark for popular odium, the
illustrious personage who is the glory of our country.
and who, under Providence, has heen the means of
stemming the inordinate ambition of our nerghbowrs.
I repeat, that without directly imputing to M. Crevel
dishonourable or insidious motives, he must, at least.
be said to have used ull diligence in setting forth the
Duke of Wellington, under an appellation that was
certain of provoking the jealousy, and irrifating the
passions, of so vain a nation as the French,  Let us
judge him by one of his own expressions.

¢ France recognises no authority but that of her
king ; she refuscs lo bend her neck under the yoke of

»
a proconsul.
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CRIES OF THE PEOPLE.

LIBERTY OF THE PRESN,

THE PRIVILLGES AND DUTY OF A POLITICAL WRITER,

A REPRESENTATIVE system hadly conceived, and badly
put together, is an unceasing obstacle to establishing a consti-
tutional government, and realising the view of the citizens, «
view cherished by reason and good sense,

What errors and sophisms do we not detect in the writings,
the parliamentary and judicial proceedings, on the extension
of the liberties of the people, the duties and the rights of the
government, the rights and the duties of the governed.

To 1ay hold on the just equilibrium is the most important
point, for in proportion as the sovereign or people lose their
rights, monarchy or democracy augment their strength.

Political prejudices are destructive shoots, which imbibe
that nutritious juice, without which the tree of liberty cannot
elevate its majestic trunk.

Onc of the principal foundations of the representative sys-
tem, is the right of publishing one's sentiments. The extension
and the restriction of this liberty, of this right, are become
subjects of discussion. The citizens arc beheld moving in the
vast arena, opened by prejudices, the children of passion and
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L)
of error; but a profound study of the science of politics

enables the observer easily to follow a sure guide. All
liberty is capable of being limited ; in receiving too great an
extension, it degenerates into licentiousness and abuse. Licen-
tiousness is a foe to social order. When the passions are
roused, the public sccurity is troubled. Public security is
the safeguard of a polished society, and therefore liberty has
its limits.

Liberty terminates where licence begins. How  establish
this transition, this line of demarkation, on immaterial reason-
ings, which offer no check to the sallies of an imagination
more or less cxalted, according to the impression which it
receives from want of reflection, from prejudice. and from
error? Here is the gordian knot : in cutting it you abandon
the examination of its texture ; the endeavour to unravel it
is more conformable to analysis. Analysis is the path that
conducts to synthesis. If you know the entire organization
of its parts, the re-nnion of these parts hecomes easier.

When a nation has shaken ofl’ the yoke of an absolute
monarchy, it becomes one of the inalienable privileges of the
citizens, to have the right of publishing their opinions; but
the monarchy, in being divested of unlawful POWeT, perceives
the bounds of its legitimate authority in the civele traced by
the institutions of the state, and in the national representation.

Under the sway of justice, the wgis of sound liberty. every
citizen enjoys his rights, provided he does not direet them ax
dangerous weapons against the public security, and the general
interest of society. When liberty makes an attack on the
common security and the common interest, she has passed her
bounds, and degenerates into licentiousness. Every species of
liberty that in separating itself from the object of political insti-
tutions has become unlicensed, is reprehensible. Inrepressing
license, itis deprived of its cxcess of liberty. It follows, that
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every work which does not invade public security and the
common interest, is liahle to no interruption,

This position granted, what measures must we employ,
to restrain the flights of imagination, and to destroy the fatal
etiects that would result from the application of false inter-
pretations, when ignorance draws insidious results from the
erroncous principles which she calls in?

To obviate these weighty inconveniencies, it is indispensible
to identify oneself with the nature aud spirit of the veal vepre-
sentative system 3 we shall otherwise march without  com-
pass in a vast desart, where the eye can rest itself” on no
fixed point. ’

To kindle the flame of rebellion. to exeite divisions, to
preach up insubordination and disobedience to the govern-
ment, is to oppose the preservation of tranquillity and the
common interest.  Guilt attaches to the writer who proposes
this end.

Is it permitted to criticise the acts of government, the policy
of the king, of the ministry, of the executive power? Can we
distinguish the acts of the <overeign from the acts of his
government? How are we to solve questions so important
and so delicate? Let us not stray from this fundamental
prill('ipl('———Cm'm‘um(*nls are founded on the intcrests of the
people, and not on the interests of the sovercign.  Every insti-
-tution has an object. The objeet of the institution of a govern-
ment is the good of all, the interest of all, the prosperity of
the nation.

When a government fulfils the object of its institution, the
governed have a right to state their opinions, on the means
capable of contributing to the common felicity.

On the contrary, when the government has not attained the
desired end, the citizens again enjoy their privileges and dis-
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charge their duty, in pointing out to this very government,
the track which it ought to pursue to arrive at it. *

To reason from consequences, and to prove the pu-
rity of his intentions, can a writer dispense with stating the
motives of his opinions? No: but to state the motives by
pointing out the way which appears to him the most natural
and direct, it is indispensible that he should establish a point
of comparison. He has so far ran over the beaten track, in
order to shew the dangers with which it is beset at each step.
How can he point out these dangers without examining, dis-
cussing, blaming, serutinising the acts of goverument which
engender them ? He will act rationally, then, in first discover-
ing the evil, in order to apply a remedy to that evil.

When a whole people are distressed, the common misery
rebounds on each citizen. To recognise as a principle, that
blaming the acts ot government and those of the monarch, is
weakening the respect due to the head of the state, would in-
ply awish to overthrow the edifice of the liberties of the peo-
ple. This principle would, indeed, become an undeniable one,
if it was proved that monarchs derive from their birth superior
intelligence, that they are infullible, that they are able to go-
vern themselves, that they can sce every thing, comprehend
every thing, and krow every thing. The annals of nations,
the records of history, declave, that there have existed. and
demonstrate that there will always exist, unenlightend and
ignorant monarchs, cusceptible of being led away hy crooked
inclinations, perfidious couneils, and the impulse of the pas-
sions.

When a nation is ruled hy an enlightened and virtuous
monarch, political writings hecome still necessary. The so-
vereign, secluded in his palace, withdrawn from his subjects,
is not always aware of what the obscure individual, lost in the
crowd, becomes acquainted with, by the points of contact
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which unite him to all the classes of society; truth does not
approach the throne till after having dong suffered under the
blows which private interests and passions hestow on her.
Her features are often so altered, that it is difficult to recog-
nise her.

A Chinese Emperor once reprimanded and threatened the
historian of the empire. * What,” says he, « have you the
audaoity daily to write down, and to note my faults? « 1 do
my duty,” replied the man of letters, « and [ will fulfil my
obligation in marking this day your complaints and your me-
naces.”  The emperor blushed and repented, saving, « Well !
» write it all: 1 will endeavour to do nothing that posterity
“ may reproach me with.” T propose this Chinese prince as
a model to our European sovercigns.

If the citizens were obliged 1o imitate servilely the danger-
ous example of courts, they would, in the necessity for dis-
guising their sentiments. be deprived of their rights ; the up-
right man would lay down his pen. The right of publishing
one’s sentiments, through the agency of the press, implies the
privilege of writing boldly and freely, in extending this pro-
perty, this liberty, to the point where license commences. But
to write holdly and freely, truths must be stated, however
severe they may appear.

The conscientions writer fulfils his daty in endeavouring to
apvly a remedy to the evils which affiict his country.  As in
first principles, one cannot remove cffects without destroying
tlieir causes, we must ascend then to the source of the evil, and
make ourselves acquainted with the cause, in order 1o apply
an eftectual remedy, whiclr, in destroying the cause, may an-
nihilate its effect.

Uf this cause is met with in abuses and prejudices, in the
Jaults of administration, and the errors of government, will the
political physician disdain to mark them out? No; for he
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would be without possibility of discussing the method of ve-
covery: he could not proceed from consequence to con-
sequence ; his dissertations would werit no attention ; his rea-
sounings would be tulse.*

Monarchs not being infallible by their personal condition.
necessarily fall into involuntary mistakes and crrovs, the re-
sult of the vicious instructions which they receive. To throw
light on these, i a duty which every citizen, who b a friend
to honesty, ought to hasten to fultil, by submitting his reflec-
tions to his fellow citizens, his natural judges: but to en-
lighten sovereigns, the writer will reason upon, will seru-
tinise their acts by the aid of liberty, wnmixed with licentions-
ness,  Let us” not be confounding boldnevs with insolence.
truth with libel : distinctions most important to establish.
when it may suit the purpose of some to contound then.

Is a wrter licentious and Tihellons in saying to the so-
vereigi,—

¢ Kire, vous permetivez qu'un amé v intable,
“ (Je hasarde ¢e nom, s rare aupres des rois),

« Libre en ses seutiments, s’ouvre a vous yuelgquefois. +

¢ Sire, will yon gometiwes grant a real friend,
¢ (The name 1hazand, the® so rare near kings)

“ With manly freedom should approach your ear,”

* The agents of supreme controul alwavs make it a sort of duty to
aggrandise and to extend the power of their master, and hope by thig
means to establish their own authority.  This excess of devotion un-
ceasingly threatens the rights of a nation, What is the wethod of con-
taining 1t within the limits that the law has prescribed ? There is but
one way ; it is prompt : it 1s efficacious ; it is the liberty of the press,
which at once forewarns, without danger and without violonce,

+ Tragedie de Don Pedro,
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« Sire,—In following the route, practised up to this day,
you will go directly towards a precipice; in taking this other
path, you will avoid the danger.”

“ Sire, you are a skilful architect, and yet you wil]
never succeed in solidly constructing the edifice of social
order and public welfare, if your contractors furnish you with
bad materials, worked by unskilfal hands, by inexpert ar-
tificers.” .

« Sire, 1 behold in you a physician of capacity ; but if you
are deceived as to the canse of the malady of the body poli-
tic; if the nurse who watches over it gives you false in-
formation of its suflerings, from being ignorant of the seat of
those sufferings, you will prescribe a remedy which you will
consider as a sovereign specific; this specific will be but
poisonous ; the malady will become contagious ; yourself, the
physician, yon will be the first victim to the inroads of the
contagion.”

« Nire, you are a good pilot: inaccurate charts, a compass
that has swerved from its true divection. will lead you into
error.  Whatever may be your capacity, you cannot flatter
yourself with being alone able to direct the vessel of the state.
you require assistance. The passengers, in traversing the
straits of life, will perish with thirst and hunger, if’ your erew
cast overhoard the provisions for the voyage ; if these pro-
visions are devoured by a mariue mouster, or by some am-

monarch and the nation ; which cites before the tribunal of publie
opinion the errors of a minister, the prevarication of an agent, and thus
stifles the evil in its birth, by awakening the attention to the greater
evil which would be the result of it.—(Extract from thereport of
the commission of the chamber of representatives, upon the project
of a law, relative to the liberty of the press.)
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phibious animal.  They will be dangerously attacked with
sea sickness, if, like the comrades of Ulysses, the sailors lend
an ear to the seducing accents of syrens, while you are oc-
cupicd at the belm.  The passengers will at length perish
with the pilot. and the sailors, ift the crew working her
badly cause the vessel to Hounder about, and runs her on
Caryhdis, or on Scylla.  Assure yourself, sirve, of this great
truth, that the vessel of the state sails continually between
two rocks ; that a good pilot is not sufficient, Puat that there
must he a good crew to manwuvre her, to bring her into the
roads, and to reach the port, cspecially in the midst of « tcm-
pest”

* Your passengers. scized with panic, no longer make the
air resound with their songs of jov: on their knees they ad-
dress their prayers to the Eternal, in erying, * Domine salvam
fac patriam;” do 1 swerve from the respeet due to the so-
vereign authority. in sounding with all my strength. » Domine
salvam fue regem 2™ .

Thrice have I sounded this domine salvam fac patrinm, and
this domine salvam fac regem 5 my voice stifled here hy feeble
mortals, has not ascended to the Most Iligh, I perecive it
every day. Is it not better to present the toreh and the mir-
ror of truth, than to grasp the poignard of the hypoerite s the
glass of the vile adulator, which throws objects at a distance ,
the censor of the courtier, which casts a mist before the v_ye;
of kings, and conducts them to their vuin? T ofier, as an
example, Charle« L, James 11., and Louis XV, without ¢x-
cepting Buonaparte.

If kings were governed by sound reason, they would prefer
to their professed friends, such encmies as myself who do not
offer one helping hand, while they grasp with the other the
regicide dagger.  Such criminal encm/es, most criminal, be-
cause they speak the truth, cause monarchs to perceive the
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sword of Dejotarus suspended over their heads. Their pre-
tended friends hold the scissars ready at the first signal, and
clandestinely to cut the thread which suspends the weapon.
Unfortunate sovereigns ! I pity you: you have indeed too great
Sriends ; you may tell them:—Let your affection for us be
less passionate, and more moderate ; we desire it; swch is our
good pleasure : for this time you may be permitted thus to
express yoursclves.

My advice is less fatal to your security than those grand
professions, those pompous and nauscous culogiums, which
have acquired the mock appellation of the holy water of the
court.  Gentlemen of the court, less prattling, and more exe-
cution,

Do not exceed in any thing, says an old proverh, handed
down to us by the Greeks. Excess in religion, is a false re-
ligion, which leads to fanaticism, in other words to crime.

Excess in politics produces fanaticism of another sort, which
sells the state, and slays the monarch.

If we still believe our great talkers, we are not permitted to
examine into the acts of the legislation. To demonstrate all
the absurdity of this amiable maxim, I will ask, if the repre-
sentatives are not the delegates, the persons invested with the
rights of the people; if they are mot charged to maintain the
validity of their rights, and to deliberate upon the interests
of the nation. These men, intrusted with the popular power,
have an account to render to their constituents. These con-
stituents reserve to themselves the right to approve of, or to
improve upon the acts of their representatives, and to examine
if they have fulfilled the tenor of their mandate. The people
entrust to them a mission ; and by accepting it, the representa-
tives make an engagement to fulfik it.

We see the ministry committing ervors unceasingly. Tt
would be much to be desired that the judicial order miig'ht con-
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finc itself to the study of the laws of Justiniau, to apply them to
the articles of the peual and the civil code. Tow should politics
be understood in the temple of Themis? They are unknown
in the sanctuary of the law.  Ne sutor wltra crepidam.

My readers will epen their eyes wider than usual, because
they are not accustomed to read the naked truth, always dis-
guised by falsehood and adulation.  If candour and loyalty
were vices, adulation and bascness would then he virtues.
The honest man does not burn incense before such idols: let
those that like adore them. Truth bears a torch which throws
light on every side. Adulation is the extinguisher, which
produces obscurity, by conducting to the abyss dug by the
passions.

I speak as I think: I think as I write; T have no mental
reservation ; we have sufficient knaves, hypocerites, and im-
postors: 1 will tuke good care not to increase their number.
It is on this account that 1 will state important truths—the
fruits of study and observation.

Moved by these sentiments, which have place only in supe-
rior minds, I will make use of the frecdom of freely publishing
my thoughts: Government and the ministry have no right to
hinder me from it, I will exclaim with Voltaire,

““Vous ne m’ oterez pas le droit inviolable
 Que la loi de I'état ne ravit qu'au coupuble.”

 You ne’er shall strip me of that Aullowed right,
¢ Which law’s harsh voice has but reclaim’d from gwilt,”

As 1 write for the common safety and for the general inter-
est, I will take care to stop at the point where license would
begin. I know as well, perhaps better, than ministerial Ari-
starchuses, what are my pivileges : I will enjoy them ; I know

my duty; I will fulfil it. 1 shall be bold, very bold; but bo/d-
ness is not licentiousness.
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SPEECH
SUPPOSED TO BE DELIVERED BY A REPRESENTATIVE IN THI
HOUSE OF COMMONS, ON OCCASION OF OPENING THE SESSION,
““ Le temps raméne I’ ordre et 1a tranquillitié ;
¢ Le peuple se facone 4 la docilitié :
¢ De ses premiers malheurs I'image est affaiblie 5
‘¢ Bientot 1l les pardonne, ¢t memé il les oublie.
¢ Mais lorsque goutte a goutte on fait couler le sang,
“Qu’onferme avee lenteur et qu'on rouvre le flane,
““ Que les jours renaissans rameénent le carnage,
““ Le désespoir tient licu de foree et de courage,
< Et fait d'un iwuple faible un peuple d'ennemis
« D'autant plus damgercux qu'ils étaient plus soumis.”
Orphelin de la Chine.
« When social order, haleyon days return,
<« The docile people moulds itself to peace:
¢ Of carlier stains th* impression fainter grows ;
¢ Soon are they pardon’d, soon are they forgot.
¢ But drop by drop when blood is made to flow,
« Searce closed the gasping side, ere torn afresh,
< When carnage stalks upon the wings of morn,
¢ Courage and Strength go forth to wake Despair,
¢ From the meek eye now shoots a fiery glance,
“Chang’d is the lamb’s soft bleat to the fierce tyger's roar,”

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATION,

T appear in this assembly, holding in one hand the Gospel,
in the other the moral Code of mankind. In the former sacred.
volume, the Almighty Creator has traced, in indelible charae-
ters, his divine precepts—precepts which are the foundation
of the belief of every civilized people: Succour the distressed,
protect the weak and the innocent, love thy neighbour as thy-
self, DO UNTO OTHERS AS THOU WOULDST THEY SHOULD DO UNTO
THEY.

o 2
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A celebrated writer has said with justice, that the seience of
politics is no less than moral philosophy reduced to practice.
In ancient and modern times the policy of potentates has led
them away from the sense of this maxim, the moral Code was
not even opened, the hlinduness of courts concealed from the
sight of the sovercign the true prineiples of government.  This
outrage on social order, this violation of institutions established
by ihe Aather of Nature, was the primitive cause of those dis-
ovders, of those catastropheis, which conducted nations to their
deeline and jo their fall,

For the empire of the laws of morality, they substituted the
empite of the passions.  From this corruption of ~pirit, from
this declination of the heart, sprung those eircumstances, and
those successive events,'known by the denomination of poli-
ticul wicissitudes and revolutions. .

Governments oppressed nations, nations stageered or over-
threw governments.  lence that continual struggele hetween
sovereigns aid their people, which we see continued even in
our days.

To graify their passions, and those of their courtiers and
parasites, potentates abused their power by sacriticing their
duty and the general nterest to the idol of courts, personal
mterest.

The subjects forgot in their heat the duties of society, be-
cause monarchs disdained to read and to practise the eternal
laws of the Supreme : do to another as thou wouldst he should
do unto thee, if" fortune, the dispenser in this world of the in-
equalities amongst men, had caused thee to be placed in the
situation he is in.

Succour thy unfortunate brother—Wretched man, thou
wouldst be succoured.

Protect the innocent—Thou, being iunocent, wouldst claim
protection.
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Respect the property of another—Thoeu wouldst that thy
own should be respected.

Oppress not thy equal—=Woaldst thow eudiare that e <hould
oppress thee ¥

Be the father of the orplamn—Wert thas wn orphan. thou
wouldst mourn for thy father.

Breal: the shackles of the slare—Wert thou « slave, thon
wonldst long to be free.

From century to century, from age (o age, fromn generation
to generation, numerous copies of the genuine original portrait
of the medley composition of the human mind, are perecived
to multipls.  The honest man i pursuing the journey of life,
has cncountered at every step the effeets of the impiety of
governments, and the traces of the misery of the people,  flis
cars have been thunderstruck by the groans of misfortune,
The friend of hamanity. the moralist void of prejudice, the man
siveerdly religious, have sighed and have lamented. Yet do
they sigh, and <till do they lament. They. the new Heracliti,
see nothing near the seeptre than Demoeritic who laugh at
their own blunders and their own errors.

These self=sufficient beings forgetting that their own fayour
i« hut transient, living in opulence. seated at sumptuons tahles,
surrounded by brilliant ornmments, dazzled by the splendour of
their gilded palaces—seem to he isolated trom the rest of man-
kind. on whom they now and then east a disdainful glance
through the prismatic tabe of grandeur.  To found their for-
tune, they talk of devotedness, disdaining their equals to offer
incense to kings; kindling the flame which consumies thrones,
they at onee dextroy people and potentates,

The erafty policy of cabinets, tends but to the corruption of
the people and to immorality; it without ceasing opposes vice
to virtue ; it is not the native policy of monarchs. but of those
shallow. perfidious. or discembling counseBlove, who. deat” o

« 3
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the voice of humanity, to the cries of conscience, withdraw
themselves from their duties as citizens, as subjects.

To preserve the splendour of crowns, to perpetuate dynas-
ties, to consolidate thrones, to strengthen social order, to con-
firm the power of the kingdom, to maintain the integrity of
states and the indivisibility of nations, two principal methods
present themselves to the penetrating eye of the philosophic
observer, and of the political contemplator: the union of sove-
reigns and of people—morality put in action.

Those heedless revolutions, which, during so many centuries,
have ravaged the globe, have borne the torch which has
reflected the rays of experience before the eves of civilized
societies,

The influence of the past upon the present and the future,
the fickleness of courts, the injustice of governments, the in-
considerate wars undertaken for the interest of one person for-
getful of the sacred cause of the commonweal, have weakened
the attachment of subjects for their kings. Sovereizns are not
sufliciently convinced that union constitutes strength.

They have rendered sacred that absurd and dangerous
maxim, which is not written in the moral Code, divide to reign,
a paradoxical maxim professed by blindness and ignorance,
disowned equally for the interest of the people, for the interest
of the sovereign, by reason and good sense,

The personal interest of sovercigns is essentially allied to
the common interest of their people. To do every thing for
the people, is to do every thing for the sovereign ; to do cvery
thing for the sovereign, is to do nothing for him; a funda-
mental principle in policy, a principle unknown or misunder-
stood, from whence results this false maxim, God and the
King.

God before all things ; God is the King of Kings, the mo-
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narch of a vast cternity, who governs this great universe suh-
servient to the laws of his divine wisdom.

Our nation. onr country, after onr God.  The sacred name
of our country presents to the mind the collected idea of an
infinity of heings, of human ecrcatures, who claim a mutual
support, a beneficent protection.  From want of support and
protection springs the clashing of the passions: from thenee
divisions, party spirit, civil wars, and the downfall of the royal
authority, which is the consequence of them. My God, my
country, and my king.

Union constitutes strength. Monavehs have no real power
than the physical and individual streneth which every one
receives from the bounty of nature, in their bivth and in their
growth. Tt is their own strength that they have the disposal
of. and from which they so impolitically separate and estringe
themselves, Courts and cabinets are opague substancesowhich
interposed hetween the sovereign and the people, strp the
monarch of the love of hix subjeets, and the subjects of the
effeets of the paternal care of the monarch. This clashing of
opinion extinguishes the amor patrice : the tic which reunites
all interests. Love for the sovereign, self-love. personal interest,
eeneral interest, form hut one single interest, which is dis-
covered in a well governed nation, in amor patria.

Let us excite men by the stimulus of a common interest,
we shall see the amor patrice bud forth in their hearts; that
pillar of the state, that principal rampart of thrones; aguinst
which, whatever may be the degree of human foree compre-
hended in the hand which fances them. all its strokes will be
impotent.

The inhabitant of towns and of the country,®who is far
removed from court, knows the monarch hut by name: he
judges of hix actions, not by abstruse reasomngs, but by facts.
1 he holds in his hands the bread of his childven; if labour

o 4
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furnishes this laborious man with the means of hringing up
his family, and assisting his aged parent, he sees in the mo-
narch a good father. In lieu of the benefits which he receives
from him, he returns to him with interest, sentiments of love,
and gratitude : he bears him a profound respect; he sees in
him a superior being ; Deus hac otia Sfecet.

If his country is threatened by the sword of the eneny, if
the sccurity and life of the monarch is in danger, he takes
arms, he flies to the frontiers, he defends his country to pro-
tect his family ; in fighting for his king, for his henefactor, let
us not deceive ourselves on this point—he fights for himself.
These several interests form but a single interest—the stay of
amor patric.

If the peasant in the country, the artizan in the city, the in-
habitant of the mountains, are in misery, will they patiently
endure it? Can oue believe that a human creature will not
make use of the instinct which he has received from the Cre-
ator ; that he will sacrifice his own interest for a government
which neither affords him any protection or any benefit?

In unhappy times, the man remains indifferent, and aban-
dons himself to the mercy of events. If he remain indifferent
with respect to the sovereign, will he be brought to defend
him? e will say alike with the soldier of Frederick the
Great, who kept aloof from the field of battle : I have no pre-
tension o the crown, reign who will,

Sovereigns and their ministers do not perceive that a mal-
administration, and the blunders of governments, provoke this .
msensibility, which results from the defect of a relation be-
tween the interest of the monarch, and the interest of the peo-
ple. Theysseem ignorant, that the people wish to be happy,
and that the declaration of the Prussian soldier daily propa-
gates itself.

To make the people do any thing for the monarch, it i



25

needful that the monarch sheuld do a vast deal for the peo-
ple. If the sovercign withdraws himself from his subjects,
the subjects will withdraw themselves from the sovereign.

Governments have given birth to the chief cause of revolts
and seditions.  Instead of consolidating society, they divide
it, and strip it of its natural adherence. Their carelessness,
their errors, often reduce the people to a state of torture.
The citizens are then coustantly ripe for revolt: an attempt
ot amelioration, in this situation the effect of the natural con-
stitution, is the last hope of the unhappy. Public felicity,
then, is the protectress of social iustitutions: governments
offend against all rules, in not leaning towards their pre-
servation,

The principle of legitimacy is no safeguard agaiist the
inundation of the passions, and the results of the disorders
which spring up in the bosom of indigenec and misery.

Legitimacy is nothing else than the order of succession to
the throne, forming an appurtenance to one single family in
a political society, and whose hereditary right is consecrated
by the constitution, or by the practice and usage of the peo-
ple. without a direct ordinaunce.

When the people live in ignorance and blindness, the go-
vernment rules them by superstition; but in proportion as
they become civilized, they will become more enlightened, and
as a conscquence, less blind, less ignorant, and less super-
stitious.  They burst the chain of servile obedience. to ohey
only the laws of reason and of justice.

Whenever legitimacy, sustained by the active force of an
absolute monarchy, loses in the midst of political events its
main support, it can only re-find its prop. its stability, in a
good administration, and the wisdom of government. Can
one, in fact, believe, that a people, groaning under the irons
with which a tyrant, who derived his legitimacy from heridi-
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tary right, should load them, would not cast off the yoke which
he may impose on them, to place themselves under the paternal,
moral, wise, and religious government of an Antonine, a Mar-
cus Aurelius, a Henry 1V. who would be illegitimate ?

Legitimacy derives its souvce from illegitimacy. The first
kings were not kings when they were created kings. Hugh
Capet was clected to be a legitimate king by the high powers
of the kingdom, who offered him the crown. The popes ex-
communicated kings and elected them afresh, Pope Stephen
pronounced a sentence of excommunication against those who
elected any other prince than a dexcendant of the House of
Pepin— You shall cloose no where else” said he,  than in the
Huuse of Pepin:™ but he did not make mention of the eldest
born. A statute of Charlemagne mentions, that it from one of
the three princes, his children, there should spring a son, such
as the nation desires to succeed his father. he begs us uncles
to consent to it. To obviate the inconveniences of election,
the law of hereditary succession was established for the inferest
of the state. .

In going into this discussion I wished to prove, that with an
absolute monarchy, legitimacy sustains itself by the exercise
of absolute power; that with a democratic monarchy. it cannot
sustain itself but hy the aid of a sound administration.”

The object of every revolution is a change in the moral ar-
rangement of the government ; the end is attained when the
citizens enjoy the power of pursuing the occupations of their
choice, the fruit of their labour, the produce of their property, in

* The Journal of Debates of the 25th July last, contained an article
upon legitimacy, in which T principally remarked this passage, digested
by the soundest judgment.

¢ All the nation is called to enjoy the advantages of that edifice
““of which the royal charter hus traced the plan, Al the nation
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purchasing at the smallest possible expense safety, tranquillity,
and liberty. They spontancously obey the laws of the state, and '
not the mandates of arbitrary power. Informer ages, the sove-
reigns beheaded their subjects to glut their resentment, or as-
sassinated the members of their family.—All these horrors in
political affairs may be named.  Was not all Greece heheld
in arms, under the walls of 1lion, to reclaim a ravished beauty ?
Were not the Trojans behield ranged under the standards of
Priam to protect the rape of Paris?  Thousands of warriors
bit the dust in the Trojan plams; Ilion was reduced to ashes
for a woman who comnived at her being carried offt. What
policy. what morality put in action!

We in our times have seen a mild, insular cabinet, of whose
science in governing it presumes to boast, cause a northern
monarch to he strangled, whom it reproached with heing the
friend of France., Yonder was a conqueror, who caused a
Bourbon to perish on the scaflold, in pretending to establish
his dynasty. They have dared to name these assassinations
true policy. Poor mortals—poor human nature!  Wholesome
policy ncith aunthorises or excuscs erimes. Tn fulfilling their
duties, sovereigns preserve their crown ; in attaining the end
of their institution, govermments strengthen themselves.

Let us frankly acknowledge, without passion or party spirit,
if the chief of the imperial government had understood sound
policy. if he had not been estranged from the people by his

*¢ onght, afterso many storms, to find in it a comfortable shelter. The
“more the mass of the nation finds itself at ease w it, the more
‘“also Will it revere the monarch, his dynasty, and his lesitimacy, the
*¢ key-stone of the roof of this grand edifice.  Cortent and good-will are
*“the pillars of the state : they are supports more tirm than all purely
““speeulative theories. Legitimacy oughtin them to seek its political
“and genuine base,”
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boundless ambition, in violating fundamental laws: if he had
been occupied with the welfare of the French, instead of think-
ing to acquire an ephemeral glory by his congnests, (for he
could have rendered France happy.) never would Earope in
arms have compassed the re-seating the Bourbous on the throne
of Henry IV. The bulk of the people, satisficd with their
government, would have multiplicd the national forees; and
affection for the sovercign, united with the personal interests
of the subjects, would have annihilated the efforts of the
coalition.

If at the sera of the 20th of March France had heen wisely
governed, the sovereign of the Isle of Elba had vainly at-
tempted to advance on the French soil as Emperor—in his
former subjects, he would every where have bebeld enemies,

Assure yourselves of this political truth. that a people has
no interest in changing the government. when it enjovs, under
the reigning onc. all the advantages which the political asso-
ciation, of which he forms a part, ought to present to each
individual. .

When one is desirous to prolong the duration of a state,
says Aristotle, one must interest all parties in its preservation.
and make them desire it too.

An unsound body politic, experiences the same affections
as the human body : it tries all the positions in which it he-
lieves itsclf capable of finding an alleviation of its pains; it
makes use of all the remedies that are presented to it in hopes
of obtaining a cure; it will change its physician—it will even
deliver itself into the hands of a quack, if it is persuaded that
this last will heal it, or will restore it to health.

The encroachment, then, of sovereigns, on the rights o
the people, is as absurd, as it is in opposition to all just prin-
ciples. Considered as the fathers of a great family, monarchs
act against nature. A good father ought to employ his soli-
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citude in uniting his children, in attaching them to him,
inspiring them with respect and with aflection for his person.
If this sacred hond, if this tie of nature is broken, with what
disorders will not its dissolution be followed ?

This warfare actually exists in Europe.  What is the result
of this impolicy which hears witness to the ignorance of cabi-
nets? The misery of the people.

Let any one instance a single people tolerably happy, I will
renounce my opinions, T will publicly abjure my errors, T will
mahe an abjeet apology.

Now, the misery of the people of Europe being the work
of governments, will any person of common sense believe,
that in fighting against their subjects, the sovereigus will re-
main masters of the field of battle ? No; sooner or later, they
will be worsted.  Let them not be beguiled by early suc-
cesses, the advantages of which will foil their expectations.

The people do not, as some superticial writers have pre-
tended, tend towards republicanism 3 but governments, by
their false palicy, are republicanising the people. This was
the impolicy, these were the wistakes of the cabinet of Ver-
sailles, which republicanised France, and not the people.

Weary of being badly goverued, the people essayed to
govern thmselves.

1t is evident. that the desire of upsetting thrones, of beating
down sceptres, does not constitute the public spirit of nations
but the people reclaim o healthful liberty, the enjoyment of
their privileges, the means of turning their industry to ac-
count, of providing for the livelihood of their family. Every
citizen demands a protection which is denied him.  Govern-
ments do not fulfil their duties; the end of their institution
is defective.

The citizens groan; they bewail their misfortunes: they
exert thewmselves to hecome more prosperous.  Governments
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tremble at the aspect of danger. Instead of employing the
'powerful influence of a paternal beneficence, they abuse thei
power in employing coercive force. They take effects for
causes, causes for effects. Morality is no more put in action.

Let us talk less of religion, let us execute its divine pre-
cepts ; the people will then love monarchies ; they will cherish
their monarchs, hecause they are happy under a monarchy-
I repeat it, in conspiring against the people, sovereigns con-
spire against themselves.  To do nothing for the people, is io
do nothing for the monarchs.

The major part of the people of Europe is in a state of
want and of misery ; its situation is not superior to that of some
of the people of the two Indies. The principles of civilization
are not developed by governments, who unceasingly oppose
obstacles to their developement. The people civilize them-
selves hy the influence of the progress of knowledge, and the
impulse of events, contrary to the desire of governments, who,
in raising themselves above laws divine and human, scarce
emerge from a state of nature.

Always at war, without any precise motives, without con-
sulting the interest of the people, bewildered by their false
policy, governments drive afar off abandance, the fruit of civi-
lization, to replace it hy a profusion of public calamities, which
furnish new arms to the governed.

In this unsocial struggle the career of pretences and of
errors aggrandizes itself. A writer of the last century said
with reason, That war is a gaming-table, of which sovereigns
are the bankers, and where the bubbled people stake their
blood and their fortune. Arc these gains substantial? A
single hazard may ruin the bankers.

To perfect the social man, let us shew him the allurement
of his private interest, in establishing the relations of citizen
to citizen, of nation to nation. Those relations are not found
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exeept in commerce. The system of Europe is prejudicial 1o
commerce.

Is oue nation pressed dovn under the weight of its misfor-
tunes, the nation that sells to it experiences their repercussion.
The one who received in exchange from the other sces its
relations interrupted.

The system of England, that absurd system so much boasted
of, that we would imitate, simple as we are, only tends to
destroy the commerce of nations. In attaining its aim, ignorant
and ambitious England would ruin its own conmmerce. A re-
stricted, but a profitable commerce, is preferable to an ex-
tended one without proportional profits.

Tts government grants a premiun, and sells at a loss in the
markets of its neighbours : in pretending alone to exercise a
monopoly, in extending its relations to the four quarters of
the world, its national gains are less considerable than those of
a ~econdary nation would be in a time of prosperity. Its ex-
penses are a great deal heavier,

The citizens pay directly, and above all indirectly, without
being aware of it, the half of their revenue.

The national capital of England is smaller than ours, but it
is Tess divided. It is from thenee results the prejudice which
we partake in,relative to the wealth of this country, where one
beholds excessive opulence by the side of excessive misery.
Mendicity lurks afar from high roads and corporate towns.
While an inconsiderable part of the nation dazzles by its Tux-
ury in the midst of shame and superfluity, the result of the
concentration of capitals, of the unequal divisions of fortunes,
two millions of individuals are destitute of necessaries.  Since
the time of Ifenry VIIL the poor rates have heen permanent
and increasing. Qught not a nation which carries on immense
commerce, which has become the mart of the manufactures,
and the mistress of the inbabitants of both the Indies, to
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employ «ll her populution. In fine, should the observer te-
mark « tax for maintaining the poor of an industrious country
in the budgets of a sound government? The eifects of this
system are perceptible in France and in Europe. The situation
of England is not at all worthy of envy. Is it preferable to
that of other nations, which slie would ruin and enslave ?

The established principles of freedom, of commerce, are in-
compatible with the exercise of its universal action in the
hands of a single nation. The commerce of England will di-
minish in direct ratio. with the ruin of that of its neighbours,
and vice versa.

The alliances of sovereigns are not established upon the
basis presented by sound policy, The potentates of Europe
have signed at Vienna a holy alliance: is it really holy ?

I cannot consider as holy an alliance which, against the rights
nature, has for its end cppression; and the consequences of
which plunge the people in miscry, by paralising their means
of existence, by iterrapting in « lime of peace, the relations
hetwixt nation and nation.

I cannot regard that alliance as holy, which tends to per-
petuate the hostility of sovereigns against their people.  The
political observer might cry aloud, At lust I discover this
seeret, which is full of horror.

9 holy alliance, an alliance truly holy, ought to present the
application of morality, both natural and religious. Its resuly
is the expression of the holy aud sacred will of the Author of
Nature. Sovereigus called by uncertain events, and by destiny,
to govern the world, find the rules of their conduct, the
model of their actions, in the moral code of mankind. 1f Kings
are images of God on earth, they ought to govern hy tracing
the outlines of human laws, on the laws of the Ruler of Kings
~the divine laws.
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s (e sont la les héros qui governent la serre |

« fls font en se jonaut et la paix et la guerre,

* Du sein des voluptés ils nous dunnent des fers.

“ A quels maitres, grandes dieux ! livrez-vous Punivers
« Such heroes, they who lord it o'er the earth ;

¢ Who in their revels peace or war proclaim,

¢ In pleasures lap our galling chains are rove.

¢ Gods ! to what masters do you yield the globe 2

To conclude, a holy alliance is sealed hy the signet of hu-
manity; it fraternizes the people, it re-unites them in one fa-
mily ¢ it perpetuates the existence of happiness in the bosom
of nations, it avoids all disastrous wars, and by a wise foresizht,
by « solicitude emanating from a paternal sovereignty., it pre-
viously smooths all the difficulties which might in their con-
sequences disturb the common security and felicity.

Will this holy alliance be of long duration? 1 caunot believe it;
it does not comprehend the system of wniversal pacification,
and of LEuaropean fraternization. 1 do not permit myself to be
easily dazzled by all the fine promises, the common places, the
nauseous appellations which one finds in the writings, or which
one hears proceed from the mouths of the contidants of power.

What has resulted from this holy allicnee 2 France -
guishes. and sinks; the nunber of poor in Lurops increnses
in an alarming manner: on cvery side one finds discontents,
murmurings, revolts : the source of revolutions swells itself
out, feeds itself, it wiil ~oon inundate the continent.

Can an alliance which causes these disasters. which pro-
duces such results, be actually holy 2 Are the negociators
skilled in politiecs? Do they give proofs of their experience,
when by furnishing fuel to the popualar passions, they conduct
sovereigns to their ruin? Their incapacity conspires, at once,
then, against sovereigns and people. Poor people ! poor so-
vereigns! I pity you!

These skilful negociators are in polities as scholars of the
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sintb el < in Latine Inthe misery. the wretehedness of the peo-
plesthe insurrections which the abuse of power provokes, hehold
their solecisms aud their harbarisms. In the name of humanity.
dismiss them, to learn their political syntax, m order that they
niay translate.into living tanguage, the dead language of reason.
the axionis of maoral government, the dutices of the statesman.
the petitions of the unfortunate. and Tue Crivs o rug Propir.

Ln the seventeenth century, Richelicu, Olivares, and Buck-
inghan alone directed, even withont opponems, the afthirs of
Europe,  France, Spain, and England, were_ at this wra, the
three prineipal powers, W e know the result of the poliey of
these ministers, the comrt intrigues, the capriciousness and the
ienorance of the cabinets of Versailles, oft Madrid, and of St
James's. . We know that the cardinal, very far frem being a
stranger to the fall of Charles L was clandestinely one or the
most active agents in it. The hauteur of Charles had wounded
the pride of the French minister.

Ask the people of Eneland. of Holland. ot France. of Ger-
many. of Spain, of Taly, &e il they are contented and happy,
Their «ituation, and theiv incurrections, will furnish an answer,
elenuent and negative,

The Bone st man, in easting his eyes over Bavope, sighs, on
diceovering a concealed fire. Fo extinguish the tirst Hames.
teavoid the conflagration, what will the sovereigns do? They
will listen to the advice of their parasites s they will follow
the miistaken ronte traced by their ministers ; by those men so
skilled in politics, who, nevertheless, will hreak in pieces, hy
their unskilfulness, the seeptre of their masters : will foresee
events when they are under their eves, and will remain stu-

* He wrote to Count d’Estrade : the King and the Queen of
England will repent, before the lapse of a twelvemonth, having neg-
lected my offers.  They will know, soon enough, that they ought not
to have despised me.
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pified at the sight of the ashes of palaces, like unable phy-
sicians, who. in promising a cure, hold back, temporize, and
neat day are astonished at finding their patients in their last
agony, or stretched under a pall. How destroy the effects in
not knowing the causes?

The impolitic conduct of the allies towards France, is one
of the principal causes of the misery of Europe, and of the
continual emigrations which people the new world. Wretched-
ness forsakes its country, and goes, under a new climate, to
seek peace, trangquillity, and happiness, which fly far from the
nativ land of the inhabitants of hingdoms.

The idea of impoverishin: us. by enormouns contributions,
of paralyzing our industry, of wearing out our national in-
dependence, has heen pl'(‘\’(‘ni(‘(l to sovereigns, by the cabinets
of Europe, as a sublime conception to put us out of the power
of passing our frontiers.  Mistaken sovereigns applaud this
false measure, which is but a genuine political foolery.

Under a victorious prince, a nation becomes warlike : un-
der a pacitic prince, it loves peace. the object of all de-
sires, the result of the progress of that knowledge which en-
lightens the people as to their true interests. Under a pacitie
aovernment, the citizens are not disposed to take arms, but to
gain real benefits and treasures, the national independence,
the public tranquillity, and the enjoyment of their rights.
Cabinets have perceived, that they could not enslave a nation
covered with laurels, reaped by its warriors in the fields of
Germany, and gathered by victory on the shores of the prin-
cipal rivers of Europe.

An insidious policy led them to present themselves as allies,
and the allies proclaimed themselves our friends: but if at the
conclusion of their proclamation, they had promulgated the
conditions of the Treaty of Paris, should we have opened our
gates and delivered up our strong holds? The faith of oaths

p 2
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then has been violated ; morality has not been acted upon,
What policy! What policy! France, by the progress of its ci-
vilization, by the activity of its industry, the temperature of its
happy climate, its topographical position, the fertility of its soil,
and the importance of its population, is of great weight, not
only in the political scale, but also in the commercial scale.

The equilibrium is destroyed.  France, for these two years,
has been deprived of its independence: a hundred and fifty
thousand FRIENDLY bayonets insult its national honour: its
commerce, its industry are annihilated.

Since the holy alliance, what is become of this famed Europe,
the most civilized, the most enlightened of the four quarters of
the world, which contains the sanctuary of sciences and of arts ?
What is the lot of its hundred and ftifty millions of inhabitants?
What will become of the commerce of Asia, of America, of
Africa, if misery continues to exercise its havock upon the
European soil ?

No more markets, no more relations between nation and na-
tion. No more materials for the markets, no more commerce.
No more commerce, we return towards barbarism. Commerce
softens the manners, it is the tie between nations, it alone
establishes between them an affinity of interests, it is the point
of contact of improvements.

Let not any one now boast to me of the policy of European
cahinets. Is it superior to the policy of an arrogant sultan, of
a superstitious sophy, of a barbarous and suspicious khan, or
of a st*upi(l rajah ?

To convince yourselves, gentlemen, of the Jjustice of my re-
flections, and to recognise their truth, cast a glance over France
in 1814 compare its situation and that of Lurope at this pe-
riod, with the actual state of affairs. We enjoyed our political
independence ; the people were solely charged with the
necessary taxes to cover the disbursements of the general ad-
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ministration of the state; we were governed by our king, and
disengaged from all foreign influence.

We surrendered our hearts to hope. At this day, the ther-
mometer of our hearts is at despair, a degree of heat bordering
on ebullition ; there is yet one degree more, the bursting out
of the passions, a term synonimous to revolution.

The waters of the Seine, of the Loire, and of the Rhone, are
already swollen by the torrents of tears which our families
shed.—Weep, weep, my country! to thy days of joy are suc-
ceeding days of mourning and of grief.

Since the Treaty of Paris, (November, 1815.) the body poli-
tic of France has continued paralysed. Turope experiences
the re-action of its miseries, she participates in its woes.

In 1814 the treaty was negociated under the inflience of
a Northern cabinet; in 1815 the negociations were entered
upon and terminated under the influence of a Western cabinet;
hence the difference in our situation.

The one, emerging from barbarism, enlightens and civilizes
itself in the school of the sorrowful experience of other
people, and nobly marches forward : the other, even in the
hosom of civilization, takes the road towards barbarism.

The hetter to conceal its artifices, it dazzles the peeple and
loads them with chains of gold: it makes dupes ; sovereigns
are blind enough to suffer themselves to be duped—it profits
of their blindness, and founds upon a fictitious power, usurped
by corruption, its system of universal domination.

I« thix domination suggested by the humanity which it so
often invokes? Are its pretensions authorised by any articles
of the moral Code of mankind ¢

Always eager to seize upon and to occupy, it evacuates but
with difficulty and reluctance; it launches its political anathe-
mas, its incendiary squibs, against the continental oppressor:
no less an oppressor, it disseminates on the continent an in-
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fectious gold. Realising the fable of Decalion and Pyrrha,
each guinea which it casts abroad, causes a soldier to spring

p- It extends its trident over the two hemispheres: it op-
presses the land and the sea ¢ it spreads through all the world
plague, war, and famine.  What moral secience reduced to
practice, it does to othere what all Europe would rejoice should
be done to it.

Thix insular cabinet, the witness of our prosperity, furious at
having been foiled of its prey, treacherously framed the woof
of vengeance under the shade of the olive of peace. It had
Just recognized the son of St. Louis: at Elba it already distilled
its poison.  On the shore of Cannes it stripped the lily of its
leaf : on the shore of Cannes it cast loose a conspirator who
worked up a military commotion. By its underhand practices
this same Bourbon, whom it had but newly recognised, lost
his sceptre and his crown.

Boast, boast, if’ you still dare do it, the policy of the insular
cabinet, you who call yourselves the friends of the family of
Heury 1V, you who declare yourselves the faithful observers
of the catholic helief, the apostles of morality and of sound
doctrines,

The insular cabinet will perhaps tell you that the treaty of
1814 was not the holy allianre, and that it could violate with-
out scruple (according to its usual custom) the faith of treaties.
But doubtiess it will not tell you that its policy has in effect, on
every occasion, known how to retain a forced construction, an
ambiguous interpretation to its actions, like the oracles of
Greece and Rome. A Roman oracle once said, ¢ Dico Roma-
nos vincere Alhanos;™ which also significs, dico Albanos vincere
Romanos. For myself, 1 exclain; parjure cabinet, cabinet
parjure.

The false policy of sovereigns, thus directed by a perfidious
ally, has plunged Europe in a state of langour, want, and even
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rebellion. Potentates, at length open your eyes; reason can
alone dissolve the charm that binds you ; lighted by the torch
of truth, you will perecive with aftright the menacing aspect of
your people ; you will see your thrones tottering under your
feet: you will be convineed that some gems have been already
detached from your crowns, during the coutinuance of your
trance, by the awkward hauds of those even to whom you in-
trusted the care of preserving your diadems untouched ; you
will see that these hunglers are always sufficiently clever to take
themselves off, and to carry with them some precious jewels,

Rrpresty rariyes, the miseries of Franee are too well known
1o you. | will not undertake the painful, and for a good French-
man, the too agonizing task, of here retracing to you the un-
gracious picture of them.

The representutives, in well ordered times, ave called to-
gether by the monareh, to deliberate upon the taxes, and upon
the ameliorations, which the good of the state and the public
prosperity require, under a democratic monarchy.  In periods
of disaster, they have still more sacred duties to discharge—in
applying a bahn to the evils of the country, in pointing out
the remedies which their superior information. their conscience,
and their fellow feeling suggest to them.

Never did representatives assemble under circumstances
wore calamitous. You have to repair the social edifice, which
is @iving w ay s to prop up the monarchy, whieh is tottering.

The present is hefore your eyess call to mind the pasts re-
flect seriously onthe future. Never, no, never did the imperious
necessity so fally numifest itselfl of fultilling your datics. by
using the flatitude of your rights. You will not be servile
mitators, blind slaves of a monarch, or cringing tools of his
numisters,

Slaves of @ monarch—the representatives stifled the voice of
nature;; the ery of their conscience.  Guilty of high freason to
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the nation, they sold the state to its chuet ; they were not regi-
cides, but patricides.

The tools of ministers--the representatives forgot the value ot
their rights: they mistook the importance of their duties. Their
voice was the parody of their sentiments : onc culpable con-
descension made them torget what they were, what they ought
to Dhe.

For a long time, in the sanctuary of the laws, France hus only
perceived MANIKINS 5 France wishes at last to see there MEN.

The representatives were deaf, dumb, and blind from their
birth. Deaf—they shut their ears to the cry of the people,
which reproached them with the turpitude of their conduct.
the venality of their character, and the violation of their oaths,
Dumb—they refrained from speaking ; forgetting the preroga-
tives of the independence of the national representation, they
kept silence : their duties commanded them to speak, 1o pomt
out abuses, to avoid the errors which compromised the honour
and the security of the country.  Blind—ithey were strangers
to their due power, in putting in the mouth of the people words
which were not its own. They sailed without a compass, and
wandered out of the track with error, w ho served them as their
guide. Their mission terminated, they reswmed their stations
as citizens, rejoined their hearths, and found on their arrival
the spectacle of the groans of their brethren, whoese sorrow(ul
regards interrogated their conscience, whose weeping cyes
seemed to ask thew, What have you done for us?  What
have you done for the country, delegates of the people 7 Be-
hold the desolation of that France, of which you were the
chosen: behold her feet, her hands, her body, her heart :
behold her wounds continually bleeding ; and start back with
fear, unnatural sons, who prolong the agony of a tender
mother. View those fathers, those mothers, those young in-
fants, who fly their native soil: behold the grass which covers
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the solitary streets of the cities, which you tread under foot ;
casi your cyes on every side, on every side you will behold
countenances furrowcd by misery ; the walls of your palaces ;
bid from you the sight of misfortune ; and at the time you
enjoyed vour plentiful meals, thousands of Frenchmen, who
are your brethien, your equals, perished with hunger, turning
a dying eve-lid on you. What have you done for them ? Have
you put more! theory in practice?

1 am pleased to think that this year 1 shrall not speak to the
deasi that 1 shall not unveil the truth to the blind, that 1 shall
not give good and wholesome counsel to the dumd.

What innumerable errors, prejudices, sophisms, and para-
doxes, have you not heard professed and pronounced at this
tribune, amidst some wise and luminous discussions! 1t is my
duty to combat a prejudice disseminated amongst you, which
does not only attack truth and public order, but which is con-
trary to the political institutions of a monarchi-democratie, that
is to say, a representative government.

Can a sovereign actually, and by prescriptive right, give a
constitution to a nation? No—the power of conceding, is de-
rived from the power of granting or refusing. One cannot
grant or refuse, but that of which one has the posscssion or the
disposition.  To give or to grant a constitution, is to make a
concession.  Constitutions have for their hase the rights of the
people, those imperishable rights, which, once lost, are refound
in natural morality, and in religious morality.

From the right of property, from that sacred right which
comprehends persons and things, the fundamental base of
social order, flow all the other rights stipulated in the con-
tract, which are, in some sort, the extension or the interpreta-
tion of the right of property.

To acknowledge that a monarch can deprive his subjects
of the enjoyment of these rights, would be to consecrate the
absurd and false principle in politics, that sovereigns posscss
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rights over persons and things, and that they are at‘ liberty,
according to their good pleasure, to exercise these rights, or
to concede the enjoyment of them to their subjects. Now this
right of property, which comprehends persons and  thingx,
would become, in the hands of the sovereign, a right nver
life and goeds. Sueh an assertion would he horrid, and in
opposition to natural morality and religious morality.

Monarchs, the supreme guardians of states, tutores stutus
publici, are, then, unable to concede that w hich does not
belong to them. Under absolute monarchies, sovercigns usurp
those rights which the people alone receive from that wmi-
versal justice, which has neither date, nor period, nor terms
which emanates from God, and which we alone understand
by the blessine of reason.  When ahsolute monarchies lose,
by means of the progress of civilization, the unlawful power
which cloaked the rights of the people, an alliance forms
itself between sovereign monarchy and popular democracy.,
which one might name « holy alliaice. Theve is no coneession
on the part of the sorercign: but the demoeracy, which re-
presents the people by the aid of the strength which it borrows
from cvents, re-assumes the hereditary, unalicnable property
of its ancestors, usurped by monarchy, or by the ancestors of
the monarch.

The rights of the people form so many fundamental laws,
expressed by the articles which compose the constitutice part
of the social contract.  As these rights form a national de-
pendency, the establishiment of the fandamental Taw s apper-
tains, then, fucto ¢t jure, to the nation which constitutes the
governnient, seeing that the existence of the government is
established upon the cxistence of the nation. The nation com-
mences by forming itself, and then the government reccives
birth. - There is no government without a nation ; there is no
nation without a people.
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The digestiug of the constitutive part of a contract, of a
coustitution, of a charter, being the imprescriptible privilege
of the nation, as constituent, the digesting of the udministrative
part, is the privilege of the sovereign, as the supreme guardian
of the state.

In a simple monarchy, the power of whieh is tempered by
fundamental laws, the sovereign governs uccording to his good
pleasure, v resting his acts on fundamental laws.  The ex-
perience of all ages demonstrates the necessity of moderating
the good pleasure of sovereigns, in the exercise of legitimate
power; the craziness, the nonage. the extravagancies of the
depositaries of monarchical power, which the monarch cannot
alone exercise, have imperiously demanded the rein presented
by the national representation, which reserves to itself an
active part in the civil and political legislation ; thence its
rvight in the co-operation of the administrative part of the,
contract, which indicates the form of government, the nature
and the elements of the administration of the state.

When an absolute monarchy hecomes a democratic monarchy
m virtne of a contract, the mounarch cannot frame the laws
which cstablish and govern the extent und the restriction of
his powers, and which give him a new existence, as a con-
stitutional monarch, the chief citizen of the state, the chief
subject of the laws.

Let us not confound the rights and the duties of a nation
born republican, (as the United States of America) with those
of a nation which recovers its rights, usurped by an absolute
monarchy. A nation which, governed by a democracy, elects
a monarch, dictates the laws to him, and traces out to him
one sole constitution. This monarch, born again, has not any
specific right; the nation expresses its full and entire will.

Remember, that in discussing questions of high political
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tnoment, it is essential to follow them in all their gradatious,
andto proceed, by regular degrees, to reason from consequences,
otherwise one would stray away. without ceasing, in following
the impulse of erroneous opinions, and individual interests,
into the labyrinth of imagination.

The lawful rights of the monarch, an inheritance made valid
by ancient conventions, written or understood, and by the
lapse of time, being placed in presence of the natural rights
of the people, the sovercign finds the value of his rights: the
nation recognises their own: the contract is the result of a
negociation, and not the expression of the sovereign wdl ac-
cording to the good pleasure of the monarch, seeing that he
cannot grant that which does not belong to hine - but he claims,
without reserve. that which does belone to him.

When the chamber of 1815 digested, in July, a constitution,
in order to present it to the legitimate heir of the throne of
Henry IV., the representatives departed trom the principles of
policy, in suppressing titles. The hereditaryship of titles is
an appendage of our ancient monarchy. To recognise the
rights of the monarch, is to restore him the monarchical de-
pendency. The nation, recovering with its rights the equality
of rights, consequently wiped out the privileges and the pre-
rogatives which formed the incquality of rights.

1 am not a republican, gentlemen, bat the zealous partizan
of a democratic monarchy.  This form of government is the
most adapted to a great nation.  Well constituted. it offers, in
avoiding the inconveniency and the disorders which ahsolute
monarchy, oligarchy, and polygarchy, drag in their train, the
advantages of a republic. Our government does not avoid
these inconveniences, hecause it is badly constituted—I say it
openly. It is not, in France, identified with the representative
system; it reasons, it discourses too superficially upon the
elements which compose it. Like the monster that Horace
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pictured in his Art of Poetry, our government is a shapeless
assemblage of heterogencous parts: always vacillating, it is
impossible that it can ever be perpendicular, since the founda-
tion is wanting. If any political breeze oversets it, will it be
my fault? I have defended it from them often cnough: what
can T do more ?

«Vint fois il a suffi pour changer tout I’état

< De la voix d'un poutife ou du cri d'un soldat.

« (es soudains changemens sont des coups de tonnerre
¢ Qui, dans des jours sereins, eclatent sur la terre,

*¢ Plus ils sont imprevus, moins on peut echapper

¢ A ces traits devorans dont on se sent frapper.”

VOLTAIRE, Trene,

¢¢ The churchman's voice, or crested soldier's cry,

¢ Many {imes and oft have overthrown the state,

¢ Such sudden changes fall like thunder claps,

*“ Whieh from a heav'nly sky, burst on the earth,

¢ When least expected, hardest then to *scape,

¢ These ravenous holts that senseless stitke us down,”

I will examine another question: can there exist a goveru-
ment de fucto and a government de jurc? The government de
Jacto is also a government de jure: it rules by the laws of
power, if it has a conqueror, a despot for its head, or hy means
of the voluntary submission of the subjects who have recog-
nised him, and who obey him. A monarch who has lost his
crown, governs neither de facto nov de jurc. The bead of
a state receives the impulse, and communicates it to the social
body. He is the mover of the political mechanism, the ad-
ministrator of the public weal. The monarch without a crown
neither receives nor communicates any impulsc: he puts no
action in motion ; he does not direct the public weal ; he does
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not, therefore, govern at all. A government should exhibit ity
of action; if two governments existed, there is no more wunity.

Now these words, the right to govern, and governing hy right,
do not present the same idea. There exists a great difference
between having rights, and cxercising them.  The sovereign
who goverus de fucto and de jure, is an active being : a can-
didatc for a throne is a passire being.

A monarch, therefore, set aside from the throue, neither
reigns de farto nor de jure : he enjoys but the hope ol rewa-
ing, and the power of making the best of his rights bedun
the tribunal of nations, which in politics, maintains tie /-7
arbitrium.

1 proceed, gentlemen, to notice to you many other preju-
dices. Is there one of them which is more ofiensive fo the
national independence than that which we have been fain to
seek beyond the channel, in antiquated England, which <tll
preserves the evil practices which the inexperience of its
youth, and the heat of the passions, have caused it to contract?
The muajority of the twn houses of parliament onght to vidv with
the ministers.

Sound policy, in other words, the genuine science of goyern-
ment, does not acknowledge the existence of two parties in a
deliberative assembly: «he adopts the wajority, or the mi-
nority, of the votes, or of the scrutiny.  TFrom the unchange-
ahleness of opinions springs party spirit: party spirit results
from the influence of the passions: when the passions domi-
neer, honour trembles, truth wavers, conscience is mute, and
virtue faints away. If the passions usurp the reins of judg-
ment, can the deliberations of the assembly upon the great in-
terests of the throne and of the country arrive atmaturity ? The
laws are defective, they are abrogated, they are modified, cach
year. Is the multiplicity of laws the characteristic of a good
government ?
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To pretend that the majority should side with the ministry,
is very ingeniously to assert, that it cught to execute the
orders of ministers, and adopt their plans without examina-
tion. If ministers give commands, the representatives cease
to be independent. What becomes of the rights of the nation,
sanctioned by our constitution?  To consecrate a principle so
false, is to annihbilate the national representation, to deprive
the sovercign of friends, of advisers, to violate the fundamental
laws of the state 3 it is to substitute in France for the yoke of
amilitary despotism, the yoke of a ministerial despotism; it is
to go on from abuse to abuse, from prejudice to prejudice, in-
stead of effecting a salutary reform of abuses and prejudices;
it is to make a retrogade march.

1f monarchs and ministers enjoyed the enviable privilege of
ncither committing errors or extravagancies, a national repre-
sentation would become useless: the fundamental laws, the
knowledge and the wisdom of princes would suffice ; but the
annals of nations transmit, from age to age. the sorrowful expe-
rience of the contrary. Reason, equity, and history,have demon-
strated, even as | have already said, the necessity of present-
ing a bridle to the disorders of courts.  This bridle is not to
be found but in a national representation,

Suppose, gentlemen, that the ministers might sell to ene-
mies the state and its bead, wonid they promulaate their de-
sign? Nos to arrive at their end, they would cloak it under
the veil of the public good, thenee vechoning on men en-
tirely at their devotior.  1f, in this hypothesis, the represen-
tatives blindly followed the route traced by ministers, would
they not become indireet conspirators against the throne and
the state ? They would partake, unconsciously, in the crime of
ministers.  Witnesses of the catastrophie. they would deplore,
though too late, their culpable condescension: the evil would
be without remedy.
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Representatives, I do not at all partake of your prejudices:
you will see me sitting indifferently, sometimes on the right
side, sometimes on the left. T will speak for or against the
adoption of the project of a law, according to the impulse
which my voice receives from my conscience. I shall approve,
I shall improve, or I shall stop at a middle course. Artending
the issue of the ballot, or the casting up of votes, 1 will tell
you if I am in the majority or the minority.

You are mechanically told, that an opposition i< necessary,
that it retains ministers in the circle traced by their duties :
you are told also, that the clashing of opinions throws light on
the discussions, and even on the government itself: pitiful as-
sertions !

For myself, T assert that it is not one portion of the acsembly
alone that ought to check abuscs, but the entire asscmbly -
that light cannot spriug trom the midst of discussions nouriched
and sustained by party spirit. ’

A minister, with a devoted party of adherents composing
the majority, will brave the clamours of opposition, certain
before-hand of attaining his end.  Of what use was the op-
position, last year, which was never heard? Will they say
that it recommended economy? Will they say, that its advice
has been followed ? Will they from thenee draw this inference,
that the opposition is necessarv? 1 will answer, that these re-
commendations should he addressed indifferently by all the
members of the assembly, whatever may be the side to which
each of them is attached ; that a representative fulfils his duty
in presenting his views of amclioration ; that in the side op-
posed to the opposition, there are found as well intelligent and
enlightened men, who should offer useful advice.

Our government, heing an imitation of the English govern-
ment, established in the seventeenth century, (we live in the
nineteenth) it hay been said, let us have an opposition, be-
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cause it exists in the ITouse of Commons; for the same reason
the hereditaryship of the peerage has been imitated, hecause
this hereditaryship has been maintained in the Iouse of Lords
since the seventeenth century. Will you, gentlemen, compare
the motives which have given rise to these institutions in the
two nations; you will convince yoursclves, that they are es-
sentially different in their nature; that we are but unskilful
parodists.

The English opposition received its birth in the faction of
the puritans, under the reion of James 1.5 it appeared in par-
liament under the name of the Whigs : it proclaimed, in a high
tone, independence, conducted Charles 1. to the scaffold, and
has since combated with heat and determined obstinaey, the
royval power and prerogatives which the Tory party defended.

The opposition in England is, therefore, in some sort, the
declared encwmy of royalty and of government; in France, it
is the most firm support of it.  What extravaganee!

Our majority protests its affection for royalty, and its attach-
ment to the country ; the minority makes the same protesta-
tions.  You are nnanimous. gentlemen, and by a singularity
worthy of remark, you differ.

You take then a bad copy of a bad picture ; you change the
shades, the colours, the expression of the personages; but
you faithfully depicture in it the obstinate combat of the
passions: the people pay with their tears the costs of this
insignificant warfare.

The members of the English opposition are not the real
friends of the nation, but impudent caballers ; machines, in
short, which the minister can move by the attraction of gui-
neas and of places, which is his most powerful resort. What
policy! What a fine example to follow, in a country so en-
lightened as our own !

It is to be remarked, that the opposition and the ministerial

B
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party in France are composed of the same individuals ; when,
on the contrary, they ought to te opposed to each other. 1f the
permancut opposition is saperior in number, the projects of the
laws will he rejected by party spirit.  If the miuisterial party
has the permanent majority. all the projects will he approyed,
often by contradiction or by anticipation.  €an a government
march with a firm step, with a national representation <o hadly
organized.

Two examples of these weighy inconveniences are offered
by the two iast sessions of 1815 and 1816 they would prove
in favour of my assertions, if common sense and the study of
policy did not unveil all the absurdity of this prejudice,  [n
the majority of our chamber is the majority, and cven the to-
tality of members, who receive distinetions or pensions from
government.  The winority is less dependent.  This vicious
institution ot the national representation furnishes results, to
which T <eriously call your attention. If policy was hetter
understood, these clections would not draw after them any
unlucky consequeace.  The majority then side with the mi-
nistry, either to presevve their places, or (o obtain new ones
from the ministerial patronage ; the sole source from whence
employments are given away. It will be easy for me to shew,
that under these circumstances, placemen blinded by preju-
dice mistake their duties,

As representatives they are independent of the law ; they
are again as civil, judicial, and military functionaries, invested
with two characters.  As representatives they have a commis.-
sion from the people, and their oaths to respect, they ought 1o
occupy themselves with the general and individual interests
of the nation,  As functionaries they are the defenders of the
throne.  But the security of the throne depends on the secu-
rity of the state ; the obligations which their double character
imposes on them eoincide and confound cach other.
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A government existing but by social interest, its existence
depends on a fundamental principle,—the existence of the
nation. To be active, then, in promoting the national interest,
is to be active in promoting the interest of the government,
in strengthening its foundations, in consolidating its existence.
If the social body suffers, languishes, is exhausted, the govern-
ment, the moral being, the soul of that hody, reccives the re-
action of it. Natural pains atfect the moral system, an cs-
tablished truth, which it is impossible to contest. Trance
languishes, suffers, is exhausted, what is the state of its go-
vernment ? No dissimulation, gentlemen, be candid; it totters,

If we listened to all our trifling, political babblers, we
should repeat with them, that the dawn of happiness shines
on France; that the government is closely united. Similar ah-
surdities, professed by treachery, folly, or baseness, tend only
to aggravate our evils, when we are urgently called on to make
an honourable endeavour to heal them.

Representative functionaries, in opposing projects of a law,
when natural equity counsels them to it, at once serve their
country and their sovereign. If all the propositions of a law
were not susceptible of examination, of rejection, or of modifica-
tion, they would only be preseunted to comply with forms, and
to follow the routine of the constitution, the representation
would be null.

But, 1 repeat it, monarchs and their ministers are unot
infallible. Have they all the requisite qualities to be so?
No, the throne, and the approach to the throne, are too far
separated from the shed of the manufacturer, the counter of
the merchant, the shop of the tradesman, the humble retreat
of the annuitant, the ficlds-of the labourer, the dwelling of
the artisan, and the pallet of misery. The wants of the people
cannot be well understood but by the representatives, who, on
their return to their departiments, reccive esteem or disdain
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and new information, or reccive new lessons of which they
ought to avail themselves during the new session.

Sovercigns being  deceived by their ministers, and the
ministers by their subordinates, the representatives set them
right, and serve them as guides to attain o the common end
the public weltare, the national prosperity, which 1 cannot too
often vepeat it, are the objects of the institution of every
government. It ix, in fact, in this, that the inappreciable ad-
vantage of the national representation cousists. Do the
deputies wander from their duties immediately this advantage
disappears :—the cud is not attained ; the people groan; the
vessel of state beats about in the midst of rocks; a tempest
overtakes and overwhelms it; terrible effects of the indif-
ference manitested in the study of policy; melancholy results
of the absence of the wnor patrie: the influence of private
interests, and the counsels of self-sufficiency.

If our ministers were better informed in this sublime
science, worthy the reflections of the honest man, since it
comprises the art of rendering the people happy, instead of
seeking to lead the representatives by the nose in pointing
out to them a recompense for their silence in elevatinng, a
punishment for their zeal in reprobation, or depriciag them
of their places, they would rather put themselves under their
guardianship, by demanding from them their connccls and
their adrice. 1t was thus, that Sully, the minister of Henry
IV. deported himself.  Sully I invoke thy manes! Sully 1
cannot perceive thy shade—

This statesman was the sincere friend of his king, of that
heloved Henry whose memory 1 revere, whom T offer as a
model to all kings; who, in placing himself under the cuar-
dianship of the ablest men of the nation, by demanding from
them their counsel and their advice, avowed with reason, that
this desire had but little influence with kings, with grey hairs,
with conquerors like himself.
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This desire in effeet did not at all animate the towering
soul of the emperor, the victorious Napoleon, the guardian of
his tilial subjects, the grand trustee of their interdicted repre-
sentatives, members of an order of madmen, of which the
grand trustee was grand master.  Avow geutlemen, that it in
principio rerum had sent to Charenton the grand master
and his knights, we might have spared France mauy tears and
sufferings.

Under a well constituted governmment, the national repre-
sentation ought not to sct itself in array against the minister;;
but a minister acts imprudently and impolitically in asserting
a pretence to enslave freemen invested with a sacred charac-
ter, whose noblest priviledge is the right to speak with bold-
ness and loyalty, and cousequently without dissimulation and
without cringing.

Representatives of the left side enjoy then your rights,
Representatives of the right side you enjoy your privileges
if you respeet them s but forget not your duties, in forming
in the bosom of the council of your family « permanent
opposition.

Gentlemen, let us nof imitate onr neighbours; we have
sufficient information i France to govern ourselves; all we
require is to use it. . Would you have evil-spirits discontented
with your conduct and your deliberations. say on pereciving
your palace, the little word the term which Piron made use of
in passing hefore the gates of the Aeademy.

Let us borrow from the English their national spirit, and
nothing more.  Must we pay them a heavy intevest for this
loan; we shall be amply indemnified hy the immense advan-
tages which we shall derive from it.

Representatives, re-unite yourselves, let this tribunal be
the altar of concord; ceasc to burn incense there, the vapours
of which arc contagions.  You will listen to me. you will

E 3
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hear me if 1 speak to you in the name of honor, of reason, of
humanity. You were only led away by false principles, by the
little passions inherent in human bosoms; but nature has per-
mitted the ery of conscience to stifle the voice of the passions.
You are not corrupt: you have a couscience, a heart, and a
soul; with such men as you I will make such men as myself:
I know no passion but that of the public good ; imitate me:
when 1 speak to you, your duty appeals to you: 1 will march
the first on the path which it traces out for you. Represen-
tatives follow me.

Representative, you will say, what right have you to hold
such language to us? I will answer you by reciting these
lines of Voltaire :

¢¢ Les droits qu'un esprit fort et ferme en ses desseins
¢« Exerce sur I'esprit des vulgaires humains.”

¢ Rights which a spirit bold and firm in deed,
¢t Holds o’er the humours of the vulgar herd.”

A bold spirit, 1 know how to use my rights: firm in my
designs, 1{ulfil my duties as a faithful subject, aloyal repre-
sentative, the fricnd of my country, a respecter of religion,
a zealous follower of morality; imitate me: ahjure your
errors: the country in tears conjures you to do it.

“ A tous les cceurs bien nés que la patrie est chére !”
“'To noble minds how sweet does country sound !*

At the single name of country, more than five and twenty
nillions of French, of every sex and of every age, appear
before your eyes, whom the God of all nations directs you to
love as your brethren, as yourselves,

If you were compelled to find bread for your children by
the sweat of your brow, eould you, without groaning, without
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murnuring, withont deploring your misfortunes, hear the
couneil of the family speaking exclusively of the wants of the
treasnry, when vome voices would exelaim, swccour thy un-
tuppy brother 2

The wants of the treaswry ! These words signidy “ gold,
“gold, gold must be bad. To obtain it we must melt down
“ ju the erucible of inexorable and barbarous finance, the
& clothes which cover the workman, the bed upon which
« he reposes after the fatigues of the day: that bed which he
“pow bathes with his tears, becomes for him a bed of
“ mowrning.”

What will be left to the indigent wreteh without an
asylum, without the means of existence?  Fyes to bewail his
miserv: arms to protect himselfi if' the government retuses
him the protection which every eitizen has @ right 1o exact
in cachiance for his sacrifices.

Is it not to abjure all the principles of morality and policy,
to exact hy the arm of power saerifices, without rendering
back with wsury their counder-raluc.

Tmposts, under avepresentative government, ave the otferings
deposited by the people on the altar of the country, of which
the governing power disposes to assure to each individual the
enjoyment of his rights, the security of his goods, and of his
person s the power of turning his industry to account. It recals
10 vou these principles resting in oblivion,

If o right side has told you, TnE PEOPLE hace great wants
the fuithless echo by a singular acoustick etfeet has repeate:d
from the left side, Toe rressvry hos oreat wants. Hhe
right side has added, France is in distress: will you assuage,
or will you perpetuate these sufferings?  The echo has made
no reply, another acoustick effect: mirabile visu.

During your last session the misery increased : honest men,
the friends of the publie weal, apprised you of it; they preached



a0

in the desert. The organs of g‘«?vormnenl talked to you of
prosperity, they anueunced to you as near at hand the termi-
nation of your evils; this period is daily more and more dis-
tant. We arc weary of hearing this idle stuff fit for the
amusemert of children. WE are men fucts, fucts, and fewer
words.

It appears that the government have undertaken the
task of deceiving the people by their counter truths: but, in
France. we must have truths. Would it not he absurd to
announce from the tribune, or to proclaim in the gazettes, that
happiness shines upon ug, that union replaces discord, when the
hearers, the readers, even do the ballad singer and the porter,
know to the contrary, not only by the points of contact which
unite them to each other, but still more by experience. the evi-
dence of facts,and the perception of their own unbappy condi-
tion? Would it not be pretending to persnade a miserable
wretch that he is happy ? What absurdity! what narrow views!

False systems, politioal heresies, deceitful promises, cannot
dazzle an enlightened people as to their real interest. Let the
efforts of the government tend towards the common good, let
these efforts be ostensible, let each month produce an approxi-
mation towards welfare, the people will sufter patiently, because
each step will conduct it towards an amelioration of its lot: but
if these steps are retrogade, what guarantee will it have for its
future happiness, and for promises which are not realized?
It is not by words that the people are soothed, let us cause
hope to spring up, which supports man cven on the verge
of the tomb.

The government of states exacts a scientific tactic, above all
jn critical circumstances. False measures make an attack on
public security; half mcasures betray inexperience in admi-
uistration ; general measures produce the happiest vesults.
One cannot effect general measures but in making all the
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constitutive parts of the administration coincide. If the go-
vernment is of itself badly constituted, if' it wants some links
in the administrative chain, one will perecive no harmony in
the acts of authority; like Penelope, they will untwist at night
what had heen done in the day; the situation of the state will
be stationary ; the least commotion will cause it to fall hack
towards the abyss opened to swallow it.”

To create general measures, it is necessary to move on to
the end without being frightened by obstacles, to consider
things in theiv principles and their effects, not to take the
artificial state of a country for its natural state, (a very impor-
tant distinction) not to step aside from general principles on
account of some inconveniencies in the details: in a ready per-
ception of passing events, to embrace an entire view of things,
and to calculate the influence of every part on the other.
Behold positively what the ministers do not, and what they
ought to do to reach the end from which they are wander-
ing. In reality, T do not see in them statesmen.

Laws of restriction on the liberty of the subjeet destroy nei-
ther effect nor cause: llwy hecome new causes which pro-
duce new and dangerous etieets. Was the taw of 1815 oa in-
dividual liberty, which writes to us the frighttfal Lo vegarding
suspected persons during the revolation, in nnison with the
institutions of a paternal government?  The law regarding

suspected persons was the arm which the popular anarchy

* With balf measares the government will lose the state; with general
wmeasures it will save it. It does not suffice to fret the people with
finance ; it must watch over the preservation of the means of existence.
A government which acts for the general interest makes itself the fiiend
of the people : the number of the seditious and of the malcontents sensi-
bly diminishes ; then no more temporary laws, no more icjury to the
spirit of fundamental laws.—( Extrait de ma Medicine Politique.)
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made use of to strike those hlows, which sapped the founda-
tions of the social edifice. The law of October, 1819, created
an administrative anarchy. The governed became the vietims
of the individual resentments of magistrates, who forgetting
the cause of government, oppressed the citizens under the
egis of the law. Animosities Kept alive party spirit. The
despotism of magistrates made new enemies to government,
hy virtue of a law promulgated in order to diminish their
number, by retaimng the disaftected within those bounds of-
respect due to the sovereign authority.

This law was brought forward in 1816, Individual liberty
however underwent a uew restriction.  The motives which
called for it at that wra, will he still more powerful this year,
for the nuniber of the enemics of government is increased,
You know it they will nevertheless tell you the contrary.
No dissimulation, be sinceres the prootis founded on the facts.

If you disdain to apply principles, will you refuse to inform
yourselves by experience! What should be the consequence
of this series of total want of observation and of your blindness?
Will you be convineed that it is only by a sound administration,
ﬂuppm'u-d upon unvarving principles, that laws of exception
can be avoided amougst a peeple governed by the empire of a
wise liberty, of a liberty free from licentionsness,  You will
aggravate our evils, if you impart to our fundamental laws all
their plenitude of execution without adopting general mea-
sures.  Look to it: this judicious reflexion merits to fix your
attention.

Will you suffer yourselves to be guided hy a blind spirit of
imitation? Will you search after a model for your guidance
in the three wnited kingdoms, which 1 name the disunited
kingdoms? This nation has just suspended the habras corpus,
hecause it is basely governed. In proof of it I offer you facts,
facts, facts, and not allegations suggested by animosity and
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treachery.  Facts are peremptory arguments: Two millions
of poor, nuimerous emigrations to the continent, revolts, sedi-
tions, conspiracies. Must we again take a copy of this alarm-
ing picture, in confounding causes and effects ? Our absurd
system of imitation, is therefore one cause which renews
amongst ourselves the effects which are perceived in the na.
tion we imitate: the same causes produce the same effects.—
Representatives, be not blind : does a bappy, and consequently
a well-governed people, comprise a considerable quantity of
indigent persons? Does it present the spectacle of rebellions,
the aim and the motive of which is an amelioration of the lot
of all? No: a happy people cherishes its government. W hat
could it gain by any change?

< Faut il perdre I'Etat pour le mieux gouverner

««To rule it better must one sink the state >

Last year Tannounced important truths : nobody listened to
me 3 all my predictions are realised. Therefore I have acquired
a better right than any one, let him be who he will, to speak
and to write.

1 bave said,—Can public misery, and above all the misery
of the lower people,a part of whom have not even necessaries,
still continue for one or many years? 1f the sentiments of
glory and honour, if the desire of preserving their happiness,
their tranquillity, and their liberty, lead men to great actions,
and inspire them with courage ; the sentiments of misery can
lead thent to great excesses.”

Discontents arc generalising themselves in France: it s
time to think of the happiness of the people.t

* In my Medicine Politique, published in February, 1817, addressed
to the ministers.
1 In the same work,
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To make no mnovations is to wish to upset the government
which, very far from consolidating itself, is taking hasty strides
to its ruin.*

We speak of our country; we do not apply the smallest re-
medy to its evils; we wish to do every thing for the King, we
do nothing for him; we ought to do every thing for the country,
we do nothing for it; and by the effect of these false measures
of administration, discontents propagate themselves through-
out France, from East to West, from North to South. Seditions
do not make themselves heard, but their source flows in large
waves, and the first billows are very soon going in our view
to precipitate themselves into the political reservoir. And yet
they tell the King of France that his states are tranquil ; and
the future bears a propitious aspect.t

Would they pretend to strengthen the throne and consolidate
the government by increasing mendicity and beggary, by fur-
nishing new arms to the evil-disposed, by causing the source
of seditions to rush forth in large waves.;

I have spoken important truths : perhaps I have been looked
upon as a fool. Was the person then very foolish, very weak,
who recommended to you the knowledge and the application
of political principles? Was this fool truly senseless, who desired
you to deprive the citizens of occasions for becoming culpable
or criminal : government of the sud necessity of punishing
JSaults which it ought to prevent, and who reminded you that
you ought to foresee events before they were under your eyes.

Have I done wrong in speaking with boldness ¢

* Idem.

t In my Address to the Chamber of Representatives, published in
November, 1816.

% In my Philosophical Es<ay on the grand Art of governing a State,
presented to the Chamber of Representatives, in December, 1816.
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Have we not seen in all the departments, revolts, seditions
which it was in the power of governinent to prevent: and er-
ecutions whick it should have avoided ?

When the administration pretended to rally men of talents,
to destroy party, to.re-unite the French in one family, to re-
establish the salutary empire of religion, I predicted that it
was groping about in the dark to attainits end : that it was on
a mistaken route: am T deceived? facts verify my predic-
tions,

Obscrve, gentlemen, the result of this false policy is, thatin
1817, we are more wretched and have more to complain of than
in 1816, Sophists and superficial reasoners, will doubtless
observe, that the intemperature of the seasons is one cause
which has produced this effect.  Poor creatures! poor
haman kind! <hall you not grow tired of talking nonsensc ?

To attribute the public misery to heaven, is to insult the
supremg king who governs heaven and earth.  Only behold
how men instead of confessing their feebleness, their errors,
their blunders, when they cannot charge them on some one
or other of their equals, find it more simple and more expe-
ditious to impute them to God! What blasphemy! what
sacrilege! what moral science brought into action !

Has the christian morality-directed us to doubt the divine
wisdom of the Almighty, and to believe that the eternal has
resolved according to his good pleasure, to famish the peo-
ple?  Variations of the atmosphere have existed at all times:
they will existto all eternity. 1f God permits or wills that mor-
tals should occasionally experience intemperate seasons. that
just and good God in communicating to our being reason and
intelligence, has, by these blessings, furnished us with the
means of preserving our existence, and of passing the stream
of life in the midst of rocks and of dangers. In making use
of our reason and of our intelligence, we may then fultil the
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intention of nature, in obviating the effects of the calamitics
which afflict our globe.

But is it really ascertained, gentlemen, that we have expe-
rienced an actunal scarcity, and that this intemperance of the
season has taken back from us the pledge of our existence ?
Has God been very evil towards us?

Oar harvests have not produced abundance ; in their train
they have left a necessary supply . now man lives by this ne-
cessary supply.  But. if events easy to foresee, and not fore-
seen, or if foreign causes deprive man of his necessary support,
he supplies them by rcason and intelligence. By the aid of
reason and intelligence, governments ought to manage for the
hody politic as man manages for himself. If a domestic ani-
mal had purloined your dinner, would you confine yourself to
deplering this little accident 7 Would you not find the means
of replacing it to satisfy your appetite, and the cravings of
vour stomach ? Be assuredly convinced that France found a
necessary supply in the harvest of 1816. T offer as a proof
of it the abundance of grain brought into a great namber of
markets, «nd the foreign exportations. These exportations have
diminished our proper stores, that is to say, the necessary
supply.  The ability and intelligence of administration have
not caused to reflow into the markets of some of the less hap-
pily situated departments. the super-abundance of certain
others.  Johhing. rapacity, speculations on the public dis-
tress, have not been arrested in their origin.  The circulation
has not been provoked: now, in principle, fromi the default
of circulation springs privation : a fictitious scarcity produces
the same results as a real scarcity.

In 1812, a fictitious scarcity was experienced, caused by
monopolies, and the default of circulation. Bread, as in 1817,
fetched an excessive price ; indigent people were seen; one
sees them at all times; the misery did not become public,
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because the activity of commerce and of manufactures fur-
nished salaries to the workmen and to the artizan; gains to
the commercial classes, and rents to the landholders. The
artizan and the workman could not procure themselves su-
perfluities, but they had necessaries. 1f, at this time, the markets
had been asell supplicd us in 1817, notwithstanding the dear-
ness, we might still have beheld fewer miserable persons, be-
cause the people received wages, of which it is at this dau
deprived.

Our commerce and our manufactures are greatly decayed.
Their activity is not to be compared to that of 1812, The peo-
ple experienced then a scarcity of the means for consumption :
it had the power of obtaining necessaries. Now i «vperiences
the same lack, it has not the same power,

In reasoning logically and by inference. 1 conclude, First,

that we have not experienced veal scarcity, and not even fac-
titious .\(‘dl‘('lty m many of the dvpnrnnvnts where abundance
existed s seeing that with monen ceery one resident in them
procurcd kimself necessaricse Secondly. that it is mouey, wages,
in a word, the means of existence that fail. - Thirdly, that the
intemperance of the seasons is forcizu to the public misery.

It s falsely they assert that the new harvest will remove
the misery : it will not give employnent during many months,
but to some lahouring hushandmen. 1 had an intimate con-
viction, that after the month of Angust the grain would be still
dearer, although very abundant : my presentiments have not
deceived me. T venture to prediet, that bread will be sold at
a very high price the approaching vear. Since the intem-
perance of the seasons, according to our prophets, was the cause
of public misery; since the abundance of the new harvest
ought to repair the disasters attributed to the precedem
one, wherefore then is the misery the same, this supposed
cause no longer existing ; for a real abundance hax succeeded
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a pretended scarcity? How do you resolve these important
questions? I am going to resolve them.

The public misery,as I have demonstrated, not heing the
effect of the bad harvest of 1816: the good harvest of 1817
will not be a cause that will destroy an eftect produced by
another cause.  In principle, to create by a new cause, a new
effect, we must destroy the former cause which produced the
former effect : otherwise the former efiect will become a new
cause which will paralyse the new efiect. When one is dis-
cussing the great infercsts of a nation it is indispensible to
reason from consequences, in order not to compromise its
safety and security. This is what our administration does not
do.

In February, 1816, we could not at the time foresee what
the new harvest would be.  Recollect. notwithstanding that
the misery increased daily, that we remarked in the depart-
ments agitations pointed out in the bosom of your assembly,
and attributed to the luhewarmness of magistrates.

From this period (six months hefore the inclement season)
the source of our misfortunes sensibly became swollen: it
flows now ; receiving waters from all parts, it forms a torrent
which threatens to swecp away every thing. T forewarned
you of it last November; you did not deign to pay attention
to my reflections : you were deaf, dumb, and blind from your
birth; iu November, you were born as representatives.

Christians, in the prayers which we daily address to the
Eternal, we thus express ourselves: give us this day our duaily
bread, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

The christian people pray, then, to the supreme being, to
send them their duily bread, to deliver them from evil, and to
remove from them the temptation to commit it.

Itis but by the intermediate help of governments, instituted
to promote the welfare of the people, and notto oppress them.
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that God sends to men united in society, their daily bread,
that they may be delivercd from cvil, and not led into temp-
tation.

1f these precepts of the gospelsat the time w hen one often
pronounces the words of religion, had heen pat in practice;;
if the principles of policy had been applied. citizens who he-
came criminal by temptation, wonld have found in kabowm
their means of cxistence, the daily bread of theiv families. In-
gaged in their daily occupations. deaf (o the evil counsels of
instigators, those criminals whom we have visited with an
infamous pumshment, would have attained the ordinary term
of life. in the condition of honest citizens, aud cood fathers
of a family.*

Full of humanity towards artizans. Phocion says fo Aritins, let
the government, which cannot make shitt without them. covern
without despising them.  The magistrate ought to take care
that labour furmishes them a certain and abundant nourish-

*We read m the Jownal de Paiis of the 9th of September, the tol-
towing article, under the head of Anvers,

¢ The persons accused in the affir of the 23th of June last, who
“have been called this day e fore thie court of assizes, are fourteen
< number s three men, and cloven women, almost ol mothers of o
s fumily, Inheholding these coctoms, whom kg er and the specuia-
“tions in gram have condueted to the bar reserved {or erime, one cati-
“* not hinder the indulgcuce of awish, that the issue of the trial may be
< favourable to them, and we hope that we shall soou have the satistac-
* tion of wnnouncing then aequittal. Many considerations militate in
¢ their favour : want of work, the contagious eximple of other towns ;
< and to sum up all, huvaer, 1o which these individuads were a prey,
“ for we cannot dissemble 1t to omselves, that, insprte of the solicitude
““of authority, seconded by the plulanthrophy of the wealtlver inha-
“ habitants of this eity, many wrctehed poor ave ttally destetate,
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ment, or they will hecome enemies of the government, as the
llottes were of the Spartans, and they will have to reproach
themselves with @ moiety of their crimes, the very chastise-
ment with which they would cssay to punish them.

Ought you to be astonished, gentlemen. to see individuals
of the lower class of the people, subject to the empire of the
passions, when one sces at all times ministers selling for gold
the security of their fellow-citizens, magistrates sellmg justice,
representatives selling their oaths, the rich selling their pro-
bity?  And one would wish that men, without the first rudi-
ments of education, often in want of necessaries, should serve
for models of conduct, be inaccessible 1o the attacks of the
passions, inscnsible 1o the allurements which hope of a better
condition presents to them, and that they should give an ex-
ample to those who ought to shew it to thew, in pointing out
the duties of the social man! What folly!

When one sees representatives holding their tongues to
preserve their places, when the great interests of the state de-
mand that they should spcak, one wonld have miseralle
wretches shut their ears to the councils of personal interest;
one would have them hehold, without experiencing a senti-
ment of emotion or o grief, or the admittanee of rage, of
phreazy, or of despair, their young children, whose dying
evelids seem to roproach them for the blessings of existence.

When one enjoys the superfluities of life, it is easy fo view
the wretched through the end of the glass that removes oh-
jects to a distance.  When one does not see misery with its
appalling train, one does not picture it hut in miniature,—sal-
lies of passion are crimes. Remove then from men the oc-
casions to commit faults,—you will see fewer guilty and
criminals.

If we throw a glance over the operations of the police
since the fall of the republican sy<tem, we shall be tempted
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* 10 believe that the citizens who fulfil the most important func-
tions in the state, make it a glory, and regard it as an honor,
to proclaim a..(-omplete ignorance of the first elements of the
science of government, of a science without the knowledge
of which administration treads the political labyrinth without
a guide, and in which it continually wanders about without
hope of extricating itself.

Under a well constituted government, whose actions are
established upon sure principles, the police is the auxiliary
of the civil and judicial administration.  Its exercise is so
much the more extended or contracted. according ax the civil,
economical, and financial administration is more or less cor-
rupt. according as it respects the general and partial infe-
rests of political sociéty, as it removes from the citizens the
occasions of committing faults, the temptations of becoming
culpable. The police, then, without losing its activity or its
inspection, loses more or less of its proper action.

The police, which 1 consider as the torch-bearer of judicial
power, discovers to the latter gmilty persons, and delivers them
into the hands of justice.  Here are found its limits and its
attributes,—an accuser cannot, in fact, hecome a judge,—a
party in, or an usarper of, the judicial attributes,

The police should arrest plots from their birth; far from
suffering them to form themiselves under its eye, ” Then every
man who would be tempted to conspire or to trouble the pub-
lic repose, intimidated hy the conviction thar he had acquired
of the vigilanee of the police, would fear that he should he
unable to escape the observing and peneteating eye of this
new Argus : he would tremble to disclose his designs, he
would apprehiend finding a false hrother, an informer in a
confidant; he would hold his tongue, and would not act,—a
simple hint from the police that should announce to an in-
dividual that it <uspects or is aware of his designs, would not
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this suflice to annihilate the plan of a conspiracy ? If citizens,
on the contrary, have time to prepare the execution of a cri-
minal project, to brew a treacherous design; if no obstacle
stops them, they are on that account more bold; their in-
creasing success, the persuasion that they are in no danger
of discovery, offers its allurements, its temptations, to other
individuals who believe they are initiating themselves in a
profound secret. The number of the guilty increusts wilh
the number of accomplices initiated by temptation; if they
are not enabled successfully to figure on the scene of error,
their example is nevertheless dangerous : others, more rash,
attribute the defeat not to the vigilance of administration, but
to the force of which the governing power has the distribu-
tion. New projects are meditated ; new plots are formed;
new criminals are conducted to punishment. who have be-
come guilty by temptation, or because the inexperience of the
administration concealing from it just principles, has not re-
moved the occasions of committing faults and crimes.

The police of a good government ought to protect the weak
against the strong; to guarantee the property of persons and
effects against the attacks of rapaciousness and eriminal
passions.

The police ought to fulfil the sacred ohject of its institu-
tion amongst a polished people. Vigilant, active, foreseeing,
it is the protectress of the rights and of the liberties of all
the citizens. The French police exercises its authority in an
inverse sense: oppressive and tyrannical, one has seen it,
during a great number of ycars, offer temptations, far from
removing them.

The interior administration wanders from its end ; the police
wandering with it, separates itself from its object; both are
going the wrong way; policy is no more to them than an
Egyptian hieroglyphic, the true meaning of which they can-
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not dive into, and which they interpret at hazard.  To remedy
the consequences which result from their errors and their
taults, they commit new errors and new faults; they stray
more and more mto the labyrinth. To conceal these blunders,
the fundamental laws are abridged. What results from it ?,
The citizens are the innocent victims of the extravagance and
of the ignorance of administration, who, helieving itself om-
niscient, disdains to instruct itself, and raises up enemies to
that government of which it pretends to be the devoted friend.
What devotion! What policy ! What moral theory !

The looker on, who is a witness to these disorders, these
enormities, sighing, exclaims, “ Oh France! oh my country !
do we live in the nineteenth century, the age of knowledge ?
Are you indeed inhabited by a civilized people? Are mnot
your children still barbarous and stupid Gauls?

It was casy to hearten the state shuken by political convul-
sions. The police, the economical and financial administration,
have prolonged these shocks by spreading the poison through
the veins of the social body.

1f, amidst the sufferings caused by this poison, we arrive at
the term of our dependence, that is to say, at the moment of
our independence, we shall be so exhausted, that it will be
diflicult to remedy our ruined constitution. The errors of a
day are scarcely repaired in a century. Be assured, gentle-
men, of this truth in recurring to the primitive causes of our
revolution, to those causes which preceded, during three cen-
turies, the fall of the Roman empire.

It is alone by taking for our guides the first principles of
policy, reason, and equity, that we attain to the sound admi-
nistration of a state, aud not by feeling about in the dark, and
by following an wucertain and versatile march. Representa-
tives, you are asleep; rouse yourselves, rouse yourselves!
An unhappy people is in a broken slumher. Ward off the

F 3
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waking of this peopie: experience tells you it is always ter-
tible.  Tndigence and misery lead to corruption of manners:
children are born and brought up in the bosom of depravity :
it is amidst these disorders that religion is spoken of, when vir-
tue sulnnit< under the blowswhich viee, the ehild of indigence
and of indolence, lays upon her. Oh governments ! how blind
you are!

Missionaties are traversing certain Nouthern departinents,
to preach the eviangelical morality : are these departments in-
habited by Cochin Chinese ?

Corrosives are more forcible than anodines.  When a body
politic ix acted upon hy corrosives, antidotes do not come into
play, the corrosive power being permanent. When to the first
dose of poison the course of events adds a fresh one, the effect
of the successive application of the antidote is destroyed by
the effect of the successive application of the corrosive.  Like
the danghters of Danaus, we pour water iuto a cask whose
hetton is full of holes.  Now the ravages caused in the social
body hy the presence of corrosives, having for their agents po-
litical scourges, destroy the agents; we suppress the action.

The action once destroyed. exhortations will form the appli-
cations, the exterior remedies, by means of which we shall
outwardly cicatrice wounds interna Il y healed A good legis-
lation, an administration wise and enlightened, will conduct us
{o a state of safety,

You will, doubtless, ohserve to me, that one applies inefli-
cacious remedies, hecause one does not know better ones. You
are at the point where T wait for you.

Our evils are either curable or incurable. 1f they are in-
curable, let us consider ourselves as condemned. to witness
our own dissolution by fatignes, by exhaustion, and by con-
vulsions. But every malady is derived from some first cause:
it is curable before it becomes incurable. We ought then to
regret the progress of that which oppressed us, a progress
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which good remedies, primitively applied, would have stopped
at the outset ; for a sick man, skilfully treated, regains health;
an unskilful physician might have conducted him to the tomb.
The presence of disease points out the existence of a remedy,
sublata causa tollitur effectus.

If you agree, gentlemen, that we have employed, Jor want
of better ones, remedies without efticacy,—which, by opening
our always bleeding wounds aggravate our sufirings,—awhy
do you unthinkingly approve of them?

Representatives are, or onght to be) by their essence, friends
of the country and of mankind: it is their duty to devote their
labours to the public good, the chject of their commission, and
to bring to the tribhune the tribute of their information and of
their meditations.

In opposition to this, you will again present me, 1 divine
your thoughts, another prejudice : T will combat it with the
victorious arms of reason and impartiality. We ought, you
will tell e, to follow the constitutional line : to act otherwise
would be to encroach npon the initiative sovereignty.

You profess a fulse principle. Without the right of rejection
or modification, there is no deliberation.  If you enjoyed only
the privilege of approving or improving, of considering the
project of a law solely in its whole extent, would the end be at-
tained, seeing that the depositaries of the exeeutive power not
heing exempt from error, every project of a law cannot be sus-
ceptible of execution, but by the enjoyment of the right of mo-
difieation ?

Sound sense and reason placing no limit to this right, from
thence results the power of modifying cach article.  But from
this extended modification springs the power of renewal 5 this
renewal hecomes nttiative.

Will any oune tell me that we should fear lest the legislative
power usurp the executive power? It is wrong. The deli-
berations of democracy are submitted to a couneil of rovfsion,
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betore they acquire the foree of alaw; and is not, after the letter
of vur constitution, the sovereign anthority necessary ?

Every proposition of a law is presented with a view to the
social interest! Ol! who could better discuss, excecute, ame-
horate the laws, proposed for the interest of all.in the name of
the Supreme Administrator, than the active interests of the
political administration, founded on the powers of the passive
interests ?

The erroncous principle which I have just attacked, has
been appealed o by the minority in 1815, The ministerial
party reproached the majority with assuming the initiative
power, when it rejected the new indireet duties on oil, cards,
soap, and tissues, to replace them by divers temporary imposts.
In IR16. the reporter of the commission on the budget told
vou. * The commission hax had a double danger to avoid ; the
“difficulty of adhering to the plan of finance proposed. and
» the fear of substituting wts own proposition for that of the
« King’s.

“ 1t has taken a course hetween these two extremes, its
* proposition i« the result of conferences which it has had with
“ the ministers; it did not conceive that it was qualified to
* encroach upon the authority of the king.”

If ministers had persisted in their recolution, the commission
then would have confined itself to approve of, or to improve
upon, the totality of the projected budget.

You will appreciate at their just value, gentlemen, the fatal
consequences which avespect for similar prejudices would
involve. 1f ministers persisted in presenting a bad plan of
finance, which, by paralysing industry and commerce, would
be subversive of the public prosperity, the representatives,
conquered by their prejudices, would limit themselves then
to approve or to reject. Consequently they would not im-
prove,—we should then be deprived of a plan of finance: the
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the taxes; the people would refuse to obey unlawful demands,
not rendered valid by the legislative power; the public trea-
suries would be void.  What would hecome of a government
without taxes?

1 have remarked an evident contradiction in the sen<e of
some passages of two reports, made in the name of the com-
mission.  The right of roting by free will, atax, says the
first reporter, is the most important of our attributes ; it is that
part of our power which gives the greatest force to our liber-
tiess it is as ancient in France as the monarchy, and as the
oreanized state of society.  Established by our ancient insti-
tutions. the charter has consecrated it anew.  Does this right
consist only in voting a tax, or in refusing it?  Does it not
also couvey the right of rerifying, of watching over, and of
fixing the appropriation of that tax.  The chamber of repre-
sentatives would be otherwise merely an instrument, which
would arbitravily refuse or grant a tax without considering
the wants of the state. Thus your commission has considered
that the examination of the dishursements and of the accounts
of ministers, was its first duty ; that it could not propose a tax
to you until it was instructed as to the appropriation of those
which it had first granted 5 and it is to render this principle
sacred, that it has determined that it would make you two re-
ports ; the first upon the disbursements and the necessitics,
the second, upon the ways and means to supply them.

The government apprises us of the sum which is vequired
to meet the expenses of the general administration of the
state. The representatives exercising the imprescriptible vight
of watching over and examining the disbursements and the ac-
counts of ministers, from thence vesults the vight of medifi-
cation. If all parts of the disbursements ave not specitied, a
deliberative assembly would only accord the faculty of exact-
ing the sum deemed necessary and detailed.
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.
The commission on the budget has justly then rendered sa-
cred, and recogniscd as a primary cause, the right 2f cxami-
nation, the verification of the disbursements; that is to say, the
right of modifying the dishursements. It will be easy, gentle-
men, to make you partahe in the cony iction which 1 have ac-
quired, that the right of verifying, of watching orer, and of
Sfixing the appropriation of the revenue. being recognized as
a first principle, the right of reg wlating the ways and means to
supply it, ought equally to be recognised and made sacred.

Taxation does not form a wnity, but a system 3 consequently
a re-union or a colierence of many taxes of divers natures,
From the right of rerifying, of examining, and of fiving, the
elements which coustitute the dishursemeuts, arises by ana-
logy the right of verifying, discussing, and fiving the elements
which compose the sum total of the receipts.

Government has the power of pointing out, hut not (we are
not deceiving ourselves on this point) the right of specifying
and determining what sources ought to produce the receipts,
A deliberative assembly re-uniting itself to deliberate on any
subject, the depositaries of the exeeative power, the delegated
permanent administrators, prepare the work: it is upon this
preparatory work, named the project of a lare, that the repre-
sentatives, whose mission is temporary, deliberate if there is
cause to grant, to refuse, or to modify.

The right of voting a tax, a privilege of the national repre-
sentatives, hecomes then, in their hands, a sacred inalienable
unperishable right of causing the sources of the taxes, which
produce the receipts to spring forth.

If the government arrogated the right of saying, I will Lave
the receipts which are necessary for me, provided by such or
such a duty the citizens would by no means arrogate a right,
but they would enjoy their rights, in replying by the organ
of their representatives, We do not chovse it. We engage for
the payment of a stipulated sumn ; we will pay it according to
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the conditions stipulated in your guarantee, the legislative
obligation. You hold in your hands the executive power, and
the coercive foree 5 set to work, Open your treasuries, cause
the oblication of distraining to he put in force.  Have you not
an ll}‘l)(ﬂh(‘si\‘ armed agaiust the landed and personal estates?
Your receipts are certain and dctermined @ what more would
vou have?

The conduct of the chamber of 1515 has been more political
then. and more conformable to just principles, than that of
1816, when it opposed the application of an additional <ystem
of duties : the radical vice of which the minister has recog-
nized, in dispensing with the reproduction of it the succeeding
yOar, preserving nevertheless the duty on oils.

This duty is become the object of numerous protests, in the
name, and for the interests of, the departments which furnish
this hiquid. Tt hears no - aflinity to the institutions of a repre-
sentative government, under which “all the citizens, equal in
rights. pay cqually, and in proportion to their respective
means, their share in the geueral contributions.

The duty upon oil is paid by a certain number of individuals,
and is not by the other citizens.  In some departments oil is
of the first necesssity, and in others it is a superfluity; it is
necessary to divers species of manufactures, and this duty
bears upon industry.

To all these protests they have replied (in the sitting of the
22d February) : “ When the question has been on landed con-
tributions, you have heard these walls re-echo the lamentations
of the proprictors ; commerce and industry have made their
complaints to you, when the question has been respecting
patents. A combat has justbeen cnterprised before you against
autionary acquittals by the law relative to circulation. The pub-
lic functionaries have sustained another combat against the per-
sons interested in the right of selling by retail. The Eust and



the South remonstrate. You have just beev told that the cul-
ture of vines was ahnost anunihilated. And yet you cannot re-
dress so many calamitics without leaving the public treasury
void, at the moment when there is occasion for so many funds.
It is absurd to lend an ear to this bombast, which appears to
have the interest of the people for its base.  The Athenians
had determined by a law. that the first person who should
touch two thousand talents, deposited in the temple of Mi-
nerva, should be punished with death.  After the loss of two
naval battles, the law was revoked, and no one doubted that
necessity was a superior law to that which had been enacted
in bappier times. Itis for the sufety of the state, for the safety
of the people, that the commission, braving unpopularity, pro-
poses to you an indispensible contribution.”

It would he impossible to make me comprehend how pro-
tests. presented for the interest of the citizens, are in opposi-
tion to the safety of the people. The more commerce is con-
fined, and industry paralyzed, the more also we shall see all
the causes which destroy the effect of the means of safeqv.
come to pass.

These fine maxims have by no means conducted France to-
wards a state of amelioration ; and it is proved, I cannot too
often repeat it, not by paradoaical reasonings, but by the evi-
dence of facts,that hersituation becomes more critical cach ycar .
(and even each month). Is it in draining all the sources of pros-
perity that one is to arrive at prosperity? Is it in tcaring
open wounds, in irritating them, that one is to cffect curing
and cicatrising them? Can one and the same cause produce
two different and opposite effects?  Yes, gentlemen, if reason
did not demonstrate the falsehood of these dangerous maxims.,
undeniable facts would demonstrate them to us.

The comparison of the revocation of the Athenian law with
our position, is in nothing exact; it would not be so, but in
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that case alone which one could put to you: our temples con-
tain treasures equal to the chapel of the holy Madona of
Loretto : our public edifices are decorated with ornaments of
gold and silver; we have preserved these precious metals
which were useless to us in happier times ; but necesity, the
safety of the people, requires us to make use of them: szfus
populi suprema lex esto.

Do not contound the situation of a nation which uses the
precious metals hid in its temples and in its monuments, with
that of a nation, whose territorial funds, whose commerce, and
whose industry, are not actval riches, but the means of riehes,
which, put in action by labour, with the aid of capitals, he-
come 1iches.

Without capitals, a land remains uncultivated, and without
value,commeree and industry are iactive: without cultivation,
without commerce, without industry, a people perish by fa-
mine. Wealready perceive this sad pevspective—ecultivation,
commerce. and industry, being the meuns of riches, the sources
of tavation, their activity will be a cause of which the profits
will be the effect. The profits furnish vents to the landed pro-
prietor, wages to the artizan, returns to the merchant, and to
the manufacturer.  Rents, wages, returns, present, without
exception, to every class of society, the means of existence,
and the means of taxation,

If you do not make good the cause which ought to pro-
duce the effect, if you do not maintain the source of profits.
you will be walking blindfold, you will do nothing for yoar
fellow citizens. In speaking of the people, of ndsery, of pros-
perity, you will ouly be uttering empty words. Then no more
means of existence, no more means of taxation, and we shall
coutinue to exhuust ourselves.  You will demand taxes, you
will be answered by tears ; the treasury will be furnished by
sums, which, in going out of the purse of each citizen, will
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not be I'(’pla(‘ed there by new vioiis Noubtless, gentfemen.
you are not ignerant that the necunubation of profits forms
capital.

In persisting in the establishment of the canse which oc-
casions the fawmcutations of the tanded miervests the com-
plaints of commerce and of industry. you will swell these
lamentations aud these complainis ¢ these lamentations, these
complaints, will soon cliange ito the trightful cries sent forth
by despair: you will undesstand vue Crivs or i Provie.

Do not you pereeive, with aflright, the diminution of na-
tional capital 2 (do not confound this capital with the monied
circulation, which is but a portion of it.) A considerable
quantity of commercial men and of landed proprietors attack
the circulating capital, or the capitai vepresented by the value
of land.  The tenant sees his profits diminish hy deficiencies,
by the surcharge of contributions, or the high price of provi-
sions.  The poor man is without wages,  The effective ca-
pital diminishes. First, in replacing the customary profits,
which alone, in fundamental figst principles, ought to furnish
the means of existence 5 secondiy, in not compensating for s
losses by the aid of new profits.

In 1815, France was not in a desperate sitnation. The un-
skilfulness of administration has alone agoravated our evils
in lieu of solacing us. The false cxterior policy of Louis X11. in
conjunction with the politics of his time, and the inconsiderate
wars which he had to sustain, opposed real obstacles to the
developement of the public prosperity @ yet a wise admini-
stration surmounted the obstacles : the taxes were modified
or diminished; the people lived comfortably.

Notwithstauding our extraordinary charges and occupation
by forcigners, a good administration might have heen able,
each year and progressively, to conduct France towards it
prosperis.
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No sophistry ; let us reason from consequences; let us

reduce the question to its simplest bearing.  France should
have about two billions, five hundred million of franes; this
-apital represented the debt to the allies, and that to the cre-
ditors of the state. The permanent debt, and annuitics not
being payable at demand, there remains hut about thirteen
hundred millions, or something more, to pay. A sum of five
hundred and some odd millions should cover each year the
ordinary expences, a sum that approaches to our expenditure
at the wra of the revolution. At this time all the citizens
did not contribute to the public charges.

Add our national capital, whiclt (as Thave remarked) daily
diminishes to our immense landed property, susceptible under
agood administration of receiving a great extention, and you
will know our resources: yvou will convinee vourselves that
w demandable debt of about thirteen hundreed millions, and
an avarlable revenue offive hundred millions towards the state,
are not in proportion to our rickes; that we do not owe the
thirticth part of ouwr public property. England. which they
are so much pleased to cite, has a debt equicalent toits landed
and personal property: we resemble then a rich landholder,
who direeting his affaivs badly, entangles them, clogs himself.
borrows on his capital to live, and finishes by ruining himself.

Having a similar picture hefore vour eyes, will you continue
to follow the vicious systems, which, practised up to this day,
perpetuates our suffevings? I it not time at last to change
the route?  Will you exact proots more conclusive than those
presented by the evidenee of fucts to determine to doso?

* In my Medicine Politique, I have rapidly shetched a picture of
the situation of Fiance, at the period when Sully was unnister : this situa-
tion and our own have no essential difference, but in respect to the
occupation of the territory by foreigners.  The result of Sully's adm-
nistration is known: our ministers have moved in a contrary sense,
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A people well directed pays with one hand, it reccives and
weplaces with the others its purse is always fully and the pub-
lie treasury is never empty.

Instead of incessantly talking of the wants of the Treasury,
and of opposing them as arguments to the complaints of the
people, would 1t not be more politic, more  zealous, more
prudent, to occupy ourselves perseveringly in the care of
making the wants of the treasury coincide with the wants of
the people ?

Do you think that these wants are incompatible?  This prin-
ciple of incompatibility would lead to the dissolution of
political society. To adopt it would be to run counter to
natural order. .\ wise government hnits its honds closer,
instead of disuniting then.

The system of modification ought then to replace with you
the false system of approbation, and disapprobation.  Obser-
vation, approbation, and disapprobation, areindeed the resultof
judgment; judgment is the consequence of reflection. Medi-
tation is a combination of an infinity of reflections: from the
opposition of reflections the light springs; the human mud,
in follow ing its natural track, proceeds trom the known to the
search of the wnhnown: labor omnia vincit improbus.

Do you think, gentlemen, that it cach represcutative arris ed
from his department with ideas either borrowed from it. or
gathered by his own solicitude ; that if he brought forward the
fruit of his meditations, there would not result from it nume-
vous modifications which, if introduced into these confused
systems, ift proposed and acted upon, might procure salutary
amcliorations to our unhappy lot.*

Observe that in your assembly one is confined to sustaining
discussions which have not produced any satisfactory result.
The two extreme points of the vast ficld of discussion have

* See the note A,
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heen oceupied, and the middle of it has been left void: it is
in the centre that you should construct the arch of alliance to
place there our palladium.

If a good constitution is the palladium of a nation; if the
hallowed respect one bears it is the guarantec of its happy
destiny, and of its future felicity, one may also with reason
regard the national representation as the guard posted to
watch over its preservation.  The constitution is the sacred
fire of the nation: woe to the people who sce it extinguished !

Under the imperial government the immeasurable ambition
of a <ingle man put France within a finger's breadth of its rain.
The turpitude and the baseness of the national representation
were the primitive causes which gave birth to the effect which
is hecome the secondary cause of onr catastrophe.  We have
experienced the impression of the imbecile etiorts of au im-
potent vepresentation. a dying mouster to whom, in his irons,
there now remained but a slight breath of life.

France will never be happy so long as she beholds figuring
in the sanctuary of the law's automaton machines, which will
execute all the false movements that shall be communicated
to thene.  Men, in making use of the reason and of the intelli-
gence which they have received from the creator, perecive
that they have a soul, a conscience, and a heart. The soul
upraises itself to the emiuence of grand events; the conscience
makes the voice of humanity to be heard ; and the heart beats
for our country: the senses are put in action; the eyes look
on the suftering being; the ears are struck by the groans of
misfortune, they listen to the rry of the people.  The mouth
expresses the desire of the nation: the hands turn over the
leaves of hooks and of manuscripts, to discover in them the
ideas which the mind gathers, which the judgment combines,
in order to offcr a nomenclature of remedies which may be
antidotes to the poivon.
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Our charvter consecrates the right of petition, the most
powerful arm which one can oppese to the united efforts of
arbitrary power, of iniynity, and of oppression; this right
protects the individual liberty and property.

Tt is before a dozen represcutatives that, in order to comply
with forms, and follow the established rules, your com-
mission makes its report after the reading of a proces verbal.
The representatives of the departments i which the peti-
tioner resides arce rarely present.  Would it not be more ex-
pedient to make this Zmportant communication towards the
close of the sitting. in presence of all?

The commission not having always the necessary docu-
ments to render justice to the protest, passes to the order of
the day, or returns it to the proper minister, Do not let us con-
found the minister, and the office of the ministcr.  The sub-
jects often remonstrate to the chamber, after having fruit-
lessly remonstrated to the local administration, and subse-
quently to the minister. From this return there results
a second remonstrance.  If some private or official interest,
or some powerful recommendations (of which we have too
many examples), have rendered the first petition abortive,
the second will experience the same reception, and will re-
main unanswered in the archives.

Under the empire of a wise liberty, the right of petition is
in full vigour, for the purpose of destroying ubuses of cvery
description, of remedying the inconveniences of local animo-
sities. Does this right of petition, the protector of the liherties
and of the people, exist in all its plenitude, in all its force 2
No. Wehave then, in fact and against right, but the phantom
of a charter, but the phantom of a representation. 1t is not
in the charter, not in the swallowing up or the exhaustion of
the exchequer, that the safety of Frauce, the perpetuity of a
confirmed happiness, the public prosperity will be found.



83

The guarantee of owr liberties will aloue he offered in «
rational representation wisely composed, the memhers of
which shall be men penctrated with a sense of their duties,
identificd with the nature of their rights. No real vepresen-
tation; no safety,

Let usoffer the nation then a sound representation. At its
presence phantoms will disappear: reahty will take the place -
of a disastrous jllusion : the immense population that covers
the Freneh soil will pereeive upon the altar of their conntry,
its palladium:  the national representation will transport it to
the temple of Minerva, to preserye it there eternally: we shali
be happy.

Representatives, vouw re-mmite yourselves  within these
walls according to usage; shall we this year hehold you
according to usage, enslaved by prejudices, guided by rou-
tine? Do not confound usage and duty, for the representa-
tives have contracted the usage of guing out of the path of
their Cuty.  The past ought to serve as a warning, and not as o
modcl. A past ervor is vepaired by a present gond action, the
favourable consequence of which is met with in the future.

As competitors tor the re-cstablishment of peace and con-
cord, will you cast into your assembly the apples of discord ?
Will you divide France into the people of” the south and the
people of the north?  Will you distinguish the right side
from the left side?  Shall we still hear the wention of the
words majority and minority 2 Will you aphold as a saered
first principle, that the government and the people <heuld
enfer the lists 7 Will the family council of the French na-
tion present the draught of the plan of a campaicn 7 Will it
conunand the left wing in the war of sovercigns against their
people, if fathers, ngainst their children? I it by keeping
alive the heatof division and of sedition that the citizens are
interested in the preservation of their government ?

¢ 2
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What will you do? what will this year produce? New
laws of restriction on the liberty of the subject will probably
be proposed to you. You will be told that the want of union
obliges their execution, although they everlastingly tell you
of re-union and of good understanding. Will you not reply,
that these laws of restriction, deemed so wise and so indispen-
sible for these last two years, have furnished results altogether
different from those which it was hoped we should obtain ;
that they haye been presented by those in the interest of
the government, against the government; that you cannot
anew swerve from fundamental laws, to remedy the defects of
official ignorance, which has taken cause for effect, and effect
for cause, that you cannot adopt measures reprobated by the
consequences of their first execution ?

If they unadvisedly repeat to you, that of all the remedies
which afree state can recur to in difficult times, that which the
experience of a neighbouring nation has demonstrated to be
the least dangerous to the public liberty, the least susceptible
of degenerating into tyranny, is, without contradiction, the
suspension of the judicial forms which protect individual
liberty, how will you determine? Will you suffer yourselves
to be seduced by these sophismns

Will you not say with me, that it is absurd to adopt with
such want of reflection a dangerous system of imitation, the
consequences of which are ~o fatal to the repose of the citizens ?
The motives which amongst our neighbours and amongst
ourselves have demanded the suspension of judicial forms,
are only the effects derived from two different causes. which
result from one primitive cause.

You must observe, that it is more than a century since the
termination of the English revolution: that the new dynasty
has found means to seat itself firmly-on the throne: that this
neighbouring people, surrounded by the ocean, out of the
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reach of other nations, has undertaken every thing; has
dared every thing: that no events interior or exterior have
justified the suspension of the halbeas corpus.  In France they
have found a justification of this suspension in event and
their conscquences, in the commotions produced by the
changes of government.

In England all the citizens are animated by national spirit :
in France there exists a spirit of disunion. From whence
then arises this difference in the situation of these two nations 2
On what account does one nevertheless remark an exact simi-
litude in the acts of their government?  The habeas corpus has
not been suspended, but because Great Britain is badly go-
verned. A good and wise administration in I'rance might
have arrested the fermentation of spirits, it might have effect-
ed re-union.*

You will, T imagine, be presented with the famous financial
‘system of 1816, the application of which has brought no remedy
to our evils, as a system of permanent and perpetual founs
dation.  You will not fail to pay attention to articles
of consmmnption, the augmentation of which will he pro-
gressive, notwithstanding the abundance of the harvests. 1
predict.to you that the dearness of provisions will be general,
continually increasing, and that the French will shortly be
obliged for cconomy to make frequent journeys into foreign
countries.

They will boast to you in high terms of the creating of
revenues: they will attempt to dazzle you by the rise expe-
rienced in the public securities, but they will not tell you that
this rise was the fruit of jobbing; that a government which
creates revenues, is interested as well as its creditors in
dealing at the highest interest, in order to diminish its losses;

* From 1799 to 1803, the price of provisions in England has in-
creased in the proportion of five to three,

5
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that the public funds are kept up, because capitalists finding
no eploymient for their moacy in mercantile operations or
other undertakings. have speculated in the funds, caleulating
on the secret practices of the agents of government to sup-
port then: that it this burdensome and dangerous system of
the funds met with a fall, the government would exert its
ivluence on theiv depression, to purchase again at a better
composition: that this jobhing ou the rise and fail of the
funds is immoral : that it compromises the fortunes of indi-
viduals: that it is in opposition with just principles ; but that
we shall always act thus, by continning to imitate a nation
void of scruples, void of principle.

It will be repeated to you,* what prejudice would combat
the existence of public spirit in France? The recovery of
th ¢ contributions depores to the contrary: in cach contributo:r
it attests a good Frenchman.” But they will refrain fromn
telling you « that the payment is eftected by force, that retu-
sal would be followed by a distress.”

Let them actually say to all the contributors, ¢ the govein-
ment leaves itself 1o your attachment: it renounces coercive
measures @ you shall witness neither a distraint nor satellizes
of the treasury.” | maintain that nine-tenths of the contri-
hutors would not pay.  What public spirit!

They will place hefore your eyes the wants of the treasury ;
you will talk of economy ; some will approve the famous new
furnished system of the last century; others proseribe it,
They will not tell you, that the times are changed, that our
institutions are no more the same, and that such a system,
excusable under an absolute monarchy, is not so under a re<
presentative government.

They will economise one or two millions, when by pru-
dent meditation, yon might discover more important retrench-
nicnts. Avoid the enormous costs of negotiations, which figure
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on the budgets for twelve or fifteen millions: diminish from
fiftcen to twenty per cent. the enormous profits of contractors;
diminish the charges for fees of office ; you will again obtain
forty or fifty millions. Here are actual retrenchments.

Consicler the entirely new theory of a nominal currency ;
you will infallibly discover in it a retrenchment of some hun-
dreds of millions every year, a loss occasioned by a counter-
action of all the parts which constitute our vicious system of
finances, which was, with the system of loans, an active agent
i our political eatastrophies, Would the government renew
the fatal results of 17897 T cannot believe it : yet it moves
by large strides on the road which couducts thither. The
past serves as a model to us, when <ound policy presents
the past as a warning for the future”

Twenty or thirty episcopal «ces have heen established,
which will necessarily require an annual disbursement of
more than a million: with this million we could furnish a
pastor to five bhundred parishes that are without one. We
hav e bishops enough. Certain departments petition for priests:
bishops are sent to them. It is publicly notorious, and I am
stating no calumny, that many villages are destitute of priests;
they are refused to them : this refusal is the result of the abuses
introduced into the religious hierarchy, as into the civil hicrar-
chy. How are we to explain these mysteries ? At the moment
when they are talking of again raising up altars, they do no-
thing to raise up those whose restoration is demanded by
pious people ; the churches that were shut are not opened,
What fantastical conduct!

¢ Je ne puis qu unnoncer de dures verites :
“ Qui ne sert que son Dieu n'en a point dantre a dire:

* See note B.
G 4
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< Je vous parle en son nom, comme au nom de lémpire.

“ Yous ctes aveugles ; je dois vous découvrir

¢ Le crime ou les dangers ou vous voulez courir,”
Voltaire.

!
< Unwelcome truths, ’tis such alone I tell :
< Nor would J, but our God has none beside ;
«"Tis in his name, as in our empire’s name,
1 speak. Blind are you all ; and I must needs
< Unveil the crime the dangers that you seek.”

It is difficult to conceive the apathy of government; the
infatuation and obstinacy of our ministers, who most sensibly
conduct us to our ruin, by promising us prodigies, by telling
us of liberation, of a happy future, of the activity of commerce
and of industry, which, far from reality, exist but in the paint-
ingx of their imagination.

¢ Cet avenir cachus, si loin de notre vue,
<t Nous console bein pue quand le present nous teu.” *

¢ This close veiled future, far removed from sight,
‘¢ Is cheerless, when the present points to death.”

If our ministers are deficient in information, why do they
disdain to enlighten themselves.t If they were statesmen,

* Voltaire’s Don Pedro.

t *“The charter subjects ministers to responsibility ; but if one can-
not cite them before the law, except for enormous crimes ; if they are
not amenable to it, either for their errors, or even their injustice ; is
there not a rigorous necessity that one should at least publicly point
out this ﬂljllstlce, and these errors, to the wisdom of the monarch, to
the solicitude of the great bodies of the state, to the judgment of
opinion ?

Report of the Commission of the Chamber of Repres
sentatives on the Liberty of the Press. (1814
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we should continually approach the term of our misfortmies,
towards which we should be progressively marching, to ar-
rive at it at the moment when once freed of our extraordinary
charges, we shall obtain our national independence.

The statesman surmounts obstacles, when the happiness of
the country demands it: ke raises himself, if he is obliged to
du it, abore his age ; our ministers are constantly below it.
Our ministers, eur political seamen, know nothing of seaman-
ship. It is a harder task to row with a heavy swell than on
a smooth sea. Such a mariner as could conduct the Paris
packet to St. Cloud, would find himself embarrassed if em-
ployed in the navigation of the Channel, or of the ocean.

¢ Tell brille au second rang qui <'eclipse au premier.”
“ Such shine in second rank, in first eclipsed.”

Our ministers are men of education ; they know a vast many
things ; they are only ignorant of what they ought to know—
the science of government. Universal science is not innate in
man: with much erudition, talents, varied acquirements, dis-
tinguished quailities. even with many virtues, one may yet
make a bad minister.

A poet will be but a sorry rhymer,

< 8i son astre en naissant ne I'a cree poete,
< 8'il n'a recu du ciel 'influence secrete.”

¢ If on his birth the muses have not smil'd,
¢ If heav'nly fires ne’er sparkle in his breast,”

The stars of ministers have not created them all ministers ;
it is often found that they have not received from heaven that
secret influence, which promotes the happiness and the pros-
perity of nations, while their errors exercise. but too sensible
an influence on the misery of the people.
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. .

Chances elevate ministers: but the destinies of the people
oppose themselves often to the continuance of this good for-
tune. The burden with which the paltry self-love of our mi-
nisters would load them is too heavy, much teo heavy for them.

A citizen, on heing made minister, eught to be pencti‘ntc(l
with all the extent of the new dutics which his dignity imposes
on him, for be it voluntarily, or be it involuntarily, he may do
a great deal of good or a great deal of harm. In taking on
himself an official situation, he takes an cugagement to be
useful to his native land, and {o renredy the evils of his coun-
fry. If he cannet attain this end, a seeret voice tells him,
withdraw yourself ; your efforts are nugatory ; you wish to do
good, you are doing harm ; withdraw yourself.

But ministers feign not to hear this secret voice : they open
their ears only to listen to nauseous meanness and to pompous
culogium : it is so charming, so agrecable, to be gratified daily
with hearing the titles of, « My Lord,” and “Your Lixcellency!”
It is so cruel to deprive onesell of this enjoyment, which is
found inscribed in the nomenclatiwre of the vanities of this
world! A inister really worthy of the eminent post which
he occupiesx ougltt to adopt this device: for mysclf nothing,
—for you every thing.

If our ministers are virtuous men, they will prove it in ten-
dering their resignation : by a conduct so noble, so delicate,
they will carry with them into the second rank, or into retire-
ment, the esteem of their fellow citizens 3 who will see in them
honest ministers, to whom they cannot impute the continued
succession of our misfortunes, hecause they could not do hetter,
The example of the ministry of 1815 is recent: it is the attri
bute of great minds to imitate cxcellent models,

The royalist, the republican, the imperialist, the liberals,
every class of citizens, complains of the present administration.
If our ministers brave the public clamour, we shall see no more
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in them than proud spirits, who sacrifice to a vain and ridieulous
amour propre, the happiness of twenty-seven millions of French-
meny whoy ke themselees, are chitdren of the same country.

1t one places in the halance the personal interest of four or
tive individuals, to-day seated upon the pinnacle, yesterday
amongst the crowd, and the general interests of twenty-seven
millions of people, one will discover without hesitation, that
there is no equipoise, I our ministers are deaf to the counsels
of that seeret voice, in the name of hummanity, in the sacred
name of our country, 1 conjure them to renounce their false
system-of tacties which have poured with profusion every
calamity on unhappy Franee. 1 they do not consent to place
themselves in our hands as their guardians, and even their
trustees, will you. representatives of the French nation, suffer
them to declare themselves our vwardians and our trustees,
when experience incontestably proves that they may receive
wise counsels from their wards; that they ought to profit by
the useful lessous of those whose mouths they wish to stop.

The ministry, establishing false principles, bestows an ho-
norary title on the false consequences which conduct to such
deplorable results: it gives us an extraordinary representa-
tion on the grand theatre of public affairs of a country at jts
last gasp.  Will you, gentlemen, who could partake with them
of the honour of the scenc hy changing the denoucment of
the drama; will you, as secondary actors, confine yourselves
to the parts of the dancers in the ballet, contenting yourselves
with making a parade, and fixing attention, hy amusing the
public, who could not laugh at your tricks? When France
i in- tears, wrangling, complaisance, in a word, legislative
farces, are out of season. No, there must he a hearty re-
union, a common accord. . .

The French ministry have committed weighty faults in not
putting a stop to the exportation of grain and of floar; in not
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bpposing certain importatioixs; in not directing the power of
the rcal national spirit for the interest of the state, the in-
terest of the monarch, against the introduction and extension
of foreign influence in our inferior and exterior affairs.
Nothing i seen every where but the commander-in-chief of
the allied armies, who being invested with no diplomatic cha-
racter, is nothing, absolately nothing, at Paris, since the Bri-
tish power is represented by an ambassador, who appears to
rest in oblivion.

Are we at peace? Are we at war? We are at peace in
virtue of a treaty ; we must pay a stipulated sum of contrihu-
tions ; our territory is occupied hy foreign troups as a pledge

‘for the debt. However unlawful the debt may be, we have
acknowledged it, we are paying it. Tor the rest we are inde-
pendent, or we hare a right to make ourselves regarded as such.
We are free to govern ourselves as wisdom,shall T suggest
to our government ?

They say it is under British influence, that the last system
of finance has been presented to the chamber.  They say it is
under British influence that the ministers have insinuated to
you that you must adopt it.—It is but the ipse dizit of popu-
lar rumour it is true: if I had assurance of it, this incertitude
would open a new career, which would carnestly pervade my
zeal, my boldness, my love for my country, my devotion to the
sacred cause of humanity.

Shall we again believe this ipse dizit? the ministers reply.
England has wished it. For myself I answer the ministers,
France does not wish it. The French, always Frenchmen, are

‘ready to drive away the English. Should we fear Europe con-

spiring against us?
¢ L'Europe s'apercoii que le irideni des mers,
¢ Pour elle chez Vuleain dija se change in fers,”
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¢¢ Furope perceives the trident of the seasy,
‘¢ E'en now by Vulcan changed into her chains.”

England 'can arrogate no right without violating (as it is
wont) the faith of treaties. Our ministers in suffering this
usurpation on our rights, forget that they are the natural de-
tenders of the throne and of the national honour,

France is not and cannot be the fourth kingdom united to
the three kingdoms ; being their ally, 1 consent to. France re-
cognizes no authority but that of her king : she refuses to bend
herneck under the yoke of a proconsul.  The establishment
of a proconsulate is not stipulated in the treaty of Paris; Russia,
Austria, Prussia, have not recognized it.  France only submits
to the faith of treaties.

Cail to mind, gentlemen, that one of the organs of the mi-
nistry has told you, in this tribune, 15th November, 1816,
* The nation which gained so much glory in the career of arms,
is not formed to languish humiliated in that of adyersity.

“ No, unhappy France will prove that she is still France; and
that, in spite of her reverses, she has a right to preserve her
reputation as a woble and courageous nation.”  Could one not
retort again on the minister his own arguments, in addressing
to him the scnse of this verse:

“ Ame, par ce seul mot ton devoir est dicte,”
< Friend, in this single word, thy duty’s taught.”

The organ of the ministry has added : * The French have
shewn themselves worthy of that privilege of a great people
(a constitutional government), by their zeal to saticfy every
claim that bas been hitherto made on them, by sacrifices, by
patience, and by cfforts.

The.French actually make a great many sacrifices ; but rea-

son, equity, and their interest, dewand that they should re-
ceive somewhat in cxchange.
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They have pationce ; let us beware of exhausting it; let us
" dread the fatal moment of its exhaustion. Listen to the crics
of the people.

Errorts. France makes them, she will make them for her
independence, without cluding the execution of treaties. She
loves her king: she cherishes, also, her liberties, the object
of ber desires. Let us fear, lest she direct her efiorts against
the Favishers of these rights. Transport yourselves in thought,
gentlemen, from the banks of the Tagus to the borders of
the Vistula, from the banks of the Wolga to the borders of
the Thames ; run over the space from the Baltic to the Medi-
terranean: every whereare heard the cries of the people. Wit-
nesses of their sighs, of theip complaints, of their tears, hu-
manity groans, rcason is affrighted, happiness flies away;
misfortunc and misery, sarconnded with theie satellites, esta-
blish their gurrisons.

Yes, gentlemen, i is o the independence, in the pros-
perity of Irance, that Europe will find its felicity, its security,
its safery.  Instead of occupying oursclves with vain and idle
discussions, let us undertake a task worthy the zeal of French
representatives.  Let us, in the face of sovercigns, proclaim
the professions of belief of: our excellent country; let us tell
them : .

“ Princes,

“ The representatives of the angust nation of Fraunce as-
semble to repair the misfortunes of their country, misfortuncs
of which your people experience the re-action.

“ France, placed by the pressure of events under the yoke
of a military government, hore her standard on the tops of
your palaces: she desired peace ; but her ambitious leadér,,
in order to gather laurels, electrified his soldicrs in oftering
them the attraction which the love of glory pres:ents to
warriors.
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“ Europe, governed by the right of conquest, essayed to
break its chains. Your people ran to arms, yon profited
by our distresses, our reverses, and our dissensions; in the
midst of your successes, Attila disappeared, Europewas.re-
venged.

“ Enlightened by experience, France thought but of pro-
curing itself a solid and durable happiness: if there still re-
mained to her the possibility of eonquest, would she have the
desire of it? No: she would act against her proper in-
terests.

“ Recovering her independence, she will enjoy in the bo-
som of tranquillity the advantages which she has received
from nature. ler prosperity will re-establish the relations of
your subjeets, interrupted by the influence which our ca-
lamities exercise upon the decrease of the prosperity of other
nations.

“ Princes, it remains with you to fulfil a sacred duty, en-
joined hy the necessities of your people. Withdraw your
legions from our territory ; set us at liberty from our extra-
ordinary and unlawful charges.

“ By this noblc and generous conduct, so conformable to
the laws of sound policy, to the desire of humanity: you will
refind, with usury, 2 compensation for your sacrifices in the
re-establishnient of the political and commercial equilibrium
of Europe. .

« In thus acting, Princes, convince yourselves thoroughly
of this important truth : you will do nothing for France, you
will do cvery thing for your subjects ; you will give them
proofs of your solicitude ; you will shew yourselves their
friend, their father, by acquiring claims to their gratitude,
new claims to their love.

“Would the represeutatnves of l rance stoop to supplicate ?
No, gentlemen ; they will limit themsclves to remonstrating.
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If the voice of humanity is notheard in the courts of sovereigns,
we shall groan, we shall pay, we shall respect treaties, we
shall exhibit an example of loyalty.

“«We shall re-unite our efiorts, our zeal, in order to fulfil
our engagements. We shall be prompt to relicve the landed
proprietor, the merchant, the manufacturer, the tradesman,
the artizan: we shall present a willing band to the unfor-
tunate, and the indigent shall engage our first attention ; _we
shall do that which has not been yet done. In ameliorating
the lot of our fellow citizens, we shall lay the first foundation
of the edifice of public prosperity. If we do not succeed in
perfectly consolidating it, our conscience will address no re-
proaches to our heart, to our intention. We shall wait for fair
weather, to finish entirely the edifice, to cover it with a tutelary
roof : this blessing we shall enjoy, when we have recovered
our independence. At this sera, the horizon will brighten,
the clouds will disappear, the sun will shine over the world.

Europe knows the value of a Frenchman; AMoNGsT OUR-
sELVES, we shall be always French. If from the banks of the
Elbe to the mouths of the Cattaro, if from the mountains of
Castille to the forests of Muscovy, ccho has answered to the
clattering of our arms, to the sound of our clarions, to the
fame of our triumphs, to the movement of our camps, let us
substitute the calm of peace. Let us for ever deposit our
immortal laurels at the foot of victory ; let us close the tem-
ple of Janus ; let us open the temple of Minerva; an the soil
of eur country let us cultivate the olive,

If against the rights of people and the law of nations, we
were treated as enemies by friends, let us forgive our injuries ;
religion ordains it, humanity wills it, reason exacts it.

Let us abjure our errors; let us proscribe our prejudices ;
let us drive away, for ever, the return of those unhappry times,
where crime set up his banner; let us not celebrate

v
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‘the waking up of the people, but let us avoid this terrible
alarm. '
¢ Veillons au salut de ’lempire.

¢ Veillons au maintien de nos lois.”’

¢ We watch the empire’s safety,
*“ We watch to guard our laws,”

Let us not finish as the revolutionists, and let us not repeat

¢¢ Si le despotesime conspire
¢ Conspirons la perte des rois.”

“If dez;potism hatches plots,
** We plot the fall of kings.”

Let us compassionate, let us sincerely compassionate so-
vereigns ; always idolized by sycopbants; by a court; al-
ways deceived by their ministers; they are ignorant of the
good which they might do, and the evils which they should
avoid.

¢ Veillons au salut de I' empire,

¢ Veillons au maintien de nos lois ;
¢¢ Si contre la France on conspire,
¢ Jurons de defendre ses droits.”

*“ We watch to guard the empire's safety,
* We watch to guard our laws ;

¢ If foreign foes ’gainst Franee conspiré,
¢ *Tis we have sworn to guard her rights.”

Representatives, those days of license are passed, during
which an inconsiderable portion of mankind, wandering from
religious morality, forgetting the laws of nature, oppressed
their brethren, their equals:- they will return no more.

“ Les tems sont bien changes ; vos maitres et les miens ;
“ Les etats, le'senat, tous les vrais citoyen,
H



98.

% Ont enfin rappele Ja liberte publique ;
‘¢ Nous ne redoutons plus ce pouvoir tyrannique.”

- The time’s now chang'd ; your masters, ah, and mine,
¢ The state, the senate, each t:ne citizen,

s At last have called back public liberty;

< No more we Jook with fear on tyrant power.”

Those unlicensed days are passed away in which a handful
of democrats enslaved their equals by invoking equality.
Those days of horror are no more which gave light to the
crimes which these cannibals committed before the idol of li-
centiousness ; they will return no more: we shall find an as-
surance of it in your wisdom and your humanity.

Lastly, those days of license are passed, during which the
representatives of France, slaves of the head of the state, or of
the ministry, were but the instruments of their will ; they will
returh no more; we hold as guarantees of it your probity,
your honour, your oaths. Representatives of a free people,
you will no more be slaves. ,

Representatives, 2 new arena & before us : enter it, armed
with constancy, with courage, with firmnesw, and with devo-
tion. If the passions have agnin arrested you, by keeping
you in the dark as to your duties, I would advance alone into
this arena: strong in my love for my conntry, bold in defend-
ing the cause of the public weal, I would, in imitation of Ser-
torius, tell you at this tribune,

France is no more in France, she is altogether where I am.

Representatives, I throw down the glove: take it up not in
order to combat a good citizen, the friend of his country, of
order, of peace, of union, but that it may beeome amongst you
a rallying signal. I give you the impulse, legislative phalanx,
pillars of the state : march towards the altar of your country;
renew your oaths, and be faithful to thein,
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Remember that the great Conde, seeing his soldiers fall
back, cast his marshal’s staff’ into the trenches of the enemy:
that his soldiers, rallying at the voice of their general, forced
the entrenchments.. Conde spoke to Frenchmen: you are
Frenchmen : success depends ou the first impulse,~I give it
you: follow me, representatives, follow me.

T have vigorously atticked the government; I have ha--
rassed it on its route, in order to open its eyes, perceiving it
plunged in an apathy diflicult to explain and to conceive.
Very far from endeavouring to overturn it, to destroy it, 1
have pointed out to it the precipice opened under its feet.
I have followed the precepts of my religion: succour thy
brother. 1 have brought moral science into play. I have
executed the laws of natural morality: I have done to ano-
ther what 1 would have him do to me, if accidents and des-
tiny, the dispensers of the inequalities amongst men, had
raised me to the pinnacle of grandeur. I have acted as an
honest pan, as the friend of bumanity, in expressing my
ardent desire for the happiness of twenty-seven millions of
men, who are my fellow-citizens, and of more than a hundred
and fifty millions of Europeans, who are my equals.

% I'ai consulte les lois, le maitre du tounerre,
¢ L'interet de I'etat, I'interet de la terre.”

¢ The laws, the arm of thunder have I sought,
* The weal of states, the weal of this our earth.”

I have been sincere, very sincere, behold my crime; if it
s a crime to make that truth understood which contrasts
itself with baseness, with nauseous adulation, with falsehood,
with the stupidity which we read, and which we hear passed
off every day. Let the name of religion be no more the in-
strument of the passions: let us not abuse words or things.
The terms of virtue, of probity, of morality, are not destitute

- no
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of meaning in my mouth ; I speak without hatred; and with-
cut fear: T have a right to do so; I am without fear, because
1 am without reproach

Representatives, I have now accomplished a painful but an
honourable task, in pointing out prejudices. Prejudices
tend to perpetuate the reign of error. 1 have followed this
maxim of dur ancient worthies. I will do what I ought, let
what will come of it. ‘

It would require that an obscure citizen had received from
nature the voice of a Stentor to make himself heard through
the mist, formed by the reunion of passions and of private in-
terests which conceal the throne from the sight of the vulgar.
I cried in vain, echo gave me no answer. 1 have declared
myself the organ of the nation. I have made the cries of the
people to be heard ; they have just thundered at your ears.
Alone, I cannot alleviate my country. I have done my duty,
let what will come of it.

In pertinaciously following its blind routine, government
refuses to enlighten itself by the evidence of facts: it invo-
luntarily conspires against the state. T deplore its blindness.
It conspires against itself. I have warned it of the fact.
I am doing what I ought to do, let what will come of it.

If 1 have only spoken to the walls'which inclose this cir-
cumference ; if my councils are repulsed far from the throne ;
1 will say, May my country be happy,—I have done my duty,
let what will come of it. EVERY THING IS GOING ON BADLY :
I have done my duty ; Ministers, Magistrates, Representatives,
do yours, EVERY THING WILL GO ON WELL,



NOTES.

(a) There have been published for two years, and principally during’
the session of 1816, works on the administration and the finances,
which comprise wise views, and useful councils. They may have been
read by a small number of the representatives, and perhaps they have
not been read by any of them either because the purchase would have
occasioned too heavy an expense, or because they were unaware of such
works existing ; for the journals do not publish an account of all works,
for reasons which the police knows better than myself. If the repre-
seutatives had at their disposition all the writings worthy of attention,
they could meditate on them. An idea that they might draw from an
author, would give birth to another in their mind: from a comparison
of the views published by writers, there would result new ideas and
views, which, emanating with the representatives, and discussed in
the secret committees, would lead to ameliorations of high interest.
Would it not be essential, even indispensible, that the Chamber of
Representatives made a choice of the publications, and that a copy
should be distributed to each of its members, at the cost of the
Chamber ? This distribution would require an expense of twenty or
thirty thousand franes, which #ould be well compensated by the ad-
vantages which would result from it. 1 could desire that the funds
arising from the taxes were never worse employed.

This recommendation is not that of an author interested in this mea-
sure. I beg credit for only offering this idea with a view to the gene-
ral interest. It is known that authors who contribute by the sacrifice
of their time, have not all sufficient pecuniary resources to enable them
gratuitously to distribute two hundred and fifty copies of their works,
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a distribution which would entail a loss on them of five hundred, a
thousand, fifteen hundred, or probably more francs.

" (b) Ilast year presented in my Political Essay upon the important
Art of governing a State, the theory of a nominal currency, as a mat-
ter the most important which could be treated of in finance, as it is this
theory which replies to this question. How is it that France, possess-
ing a consideradle national capital, and enormous territorial riches,
pays, and always has paid with so much difficulty, an amount of pub-
lic charges so disproportionate to the extent of her resurces and her
revenue ?

" I naturally concluded that this theory would fix the attention of Go-
vernment, and that of the Chamber of Representatives ; 1 have been
deceived in my expectation : I could have wished that they might de-
monstrate the falsehood of it to me, if they had judged it such ; but I
presume that it has not been thought upon. Will _they tell me that it
is 80 absurd as to be unworthy of examination ? 1 will reply, that
some persons of information have not held the same opinion on it, and
that others have approved it.

When our wounds are yearly opening, is it not the duty of adwminis-
tration, and of ‘men called upon to cicatrise them, to neglect nothing,
and in their wisdom, aided by their information, to weigh the views
and the means of amelioration and of cure which writers present ?

Such is, such always has been, the carelessness of administration,
that all the plans which require reflexion in their application, are suf-
fered to rest in oblivion. Experience often instructs us that useful
views, wise reflexions, addressed to government, have been judged ca-
pable of offering important advaritages in their execution, and that by
the effect of laziness, indolence, or wounded self-sufficiency, they re-
main condemned to superannuation in the rusty archives of ministers :
so true is it that the administration is directed by a spirit of roy-
tine, They' decide with dificulty on doing good : evil alone is
eusily done.

The ideas of salutary innovation and amelioration are rarely even
conceived by a public functionary, who, accarding to his napal habits X
remains in the petty frame which is chalked out for him, and whose
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short sightedness, or want of preliminary information, retains him in the
confined circle traced by the spirit of routine.

My theory is one of such high importance, that I cannot too strongly
recommend the examination of it. and reflexion upon it, to the repre-
sentatives of 1817, saving rejection or refutation. .Let a writer pub-
licly 1etute me, 1:hall be satisfied. 1f his refutation destroys my rea-
sonings, | shall ronfess myself conquered, and shall not be ashamed of
my defeat, since writing for the interest of my country, I have put force
on myself to attain a useful end.

-I await im atiently a refutation of a theory altogether new, the
adoption of which would infallibly exerci~e the most active influence on
the public pro-perity. A government, in critical times, ought to neg-
lect nothing : it ought to see every thing, to examine every thing ; it
cannot release itself from fulfilling this sacred duty. Let any one who
is able, refute me,

J. Arliss, Printer, 38, Newgate Street,






