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I the Italians had iaken the trouble
%o read the autobiography of Allenby which

these words are taken they might have
less surprzsed than they werer
In all professions, especmlly the
military. character is of greater 1mpo—
rtance than brains.” - :
There is the voice o the t“u’d snce-
‘essive general in three gen-’—*rahom oif his
family, a man who savs thot a comman-
der should have & touch of {he gimbler
about him.

And there is this furter szmple of
bis philosophy of war. *“In pursuit you §
must always stretch the possibilities to the

Jimiit. The troops, havias heatn the eva-
my, will went to rcst., They  must bz
given as objectives' not those you think
-they will reach, but the ferthest they could
possrbly reach. "
fwrztten down b\. B mse¥f for all to see,

All else is irrelevant.

hope of gldry and applause of the crowd

have no more-to ‘'do with warfare than'

haa a pound of cheesa,

When the war broke out Gener:l

‘Wavell moved his headquziters into a bot-
el at Cairc. All but the bar and restou-
rant and a few svite: of rooms were

stripped dov n gnd turnsd mto offices, The-

ICommander m Chicf eqtﬂblthed Limeol

-in by no mears the bust réoom on the '}

third floor, with a cheap d'w,k a flock of
multicoloured  pencils, a scr! es of huze,
_shmmg maps upon whose virgin faces (for
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fhey were cospofied by flageed"PReY b5 |

conld contemplate the territory where he
mitht be called on to fight.

He did not know then ~that ose day

‘France would collapse and that in res:it
his own rasponsibility would immeasur-hly

increaseor that when his. moment should
come there would be only bne thing tiat

Britain could efford; a resounding vrtory .

When he did know thct, reither the te: S

pér. poi° the pdinstaking nécufacy of his
work changed. He must nct be hurried, -
by any on<; two much hung tm-th,e vesults
of bis planning-perhape the fatecf Britdin.
jtself-for -him to leave anything t2 chance
where chince could be avoided.

And so behind the three windows of

his x.:m.ip, the hotel this almost, tacjturn
man planned. the campaigns that will esrn

for his nime a renown surer than tn_t_

which history his alre'ady g“’eﬂ tis mas- |

ter, lord Allenby.
* ¥ General Wavell was rarely seen Fe

saw a great deal {or himseif, and not only | _

on tie sudden visits he would ray to the
troops scattered about Africa. He knaw
everything #oing on *nf:xde G.H.Q. exactly
how.-much weight each one of his huge

staff wes -pulling. Obwcure young men . in’ ‘

equally obscure _cemr*ment_s of the srmy
have had dull days brightened by a quite -
unexpected word of praise from him, 2nd
they have gone their way with a feeling
that next time the¥ woull do even better.

~ Almcst ceftainly no general in history
bas had so fterritorially vast 4. commar.1
or, ihpraportion t) -its sizé, so: few men-
to operate i-ns":z‘:e_it.' The area strotches

yi and beyind t5 the northern uplands
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