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THE CHORUS GIRL

One day when she was younger
and better-looking, and when her
voice wag stronger, Nikolay Petro-
vitech Xolnakov, her adorer, was
sitting in the oufter room in her
sammer villa. It was intelerably
hot and stifling. Xolpakov, who had
just dined and drunk a whole bottle
of inferior port, felt ill-humoured
and out of sorts.” Both were bored

1. out of sorts out of temper,

spirits, or health, (DKL, REAFME, BF
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-and waiting for the heat of the day to
be over in order to go for a walk.

All at once' there was a sudden
ring at the door. Kolpakov, who
was sitting with his coat off, in . his
-glippers, jumped up and looked in-
-quiringly at Pasha.

* It must be the postman or one
-of the girls,”? said the singer.

Kolpakov did not mind being
found by the postman or Pasha’s
lady friends, but by way of precau-
-tion®> gathered up his clothes and
went Into the next room, while Pasha
ran to open the door. To her great
.surprise in the doorway stood, not
-the postman and not a girl friend,
‘but an unknown woman, young and
beautiful, who was dressed like a

1. «oll at once——all of a sudden} sud-
.denly, Z#RHlo
3. the girls 3§ Pasha IFEMKEEIENY

-chorus girls.
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lady,* and from all outward signs
was one.*

The stranger was pale and was
breathing heavily as though she had
been running up a steep flight of
stairs.

“What is 1t ? "’ asked Pasha.

The lady did not at once answer.
She took a step forward,®> slowly
looked about the room, and sat down
in a way that suggested that from
fatigue, or perhaps illness, she could
not stand ; then for a long time her
pale lips quivered as she tried in vain
to speak.

“Js -my hushband here?” she
asked at last, raising to IPPasha her
big eyes with their red tear-stained
lids.

““ Husband ? "’ whispered Pasha,

1. a lady
classes, L¥i%E s °
2, one——JEIREDY “a lady.”?

a woman of the upper
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and was suddenly so frightened that
‘her hands and feet turned cold.
“ What _husband? ” she repeated,
beginning to tremble.

“ My husband, , . ...Nikolay Pe-
trovitch Kolpakov.”

“N...no, madam..... I...I
don't know any husband.”

A minute passed in silence. The
stranger several times passed her
handkerchief over her pale lips and
held her breath® fo stop her inward
trembling, while Pasha stood before
her motionless, like a post, and looked
at her with astonishment and terror.

**So you say he is not here?”
the lady asked, this time speaking
with a firm voice and smiling oddly.

“I...".J don’'t know who it is
you are asking about.”

1. hold one’s breath———suppress one’s
breath in fear or absorbing emotion, Pl
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““You are horrid, mean, vilé,..."

the stranger muttered, scanning Pa-
sha-with hatred and repulsion. *‘Yes,
yes. . .you ‘are horrid. I am very,
very glad that at last 1 can tell you
spl

Pasha felt that on this lady in
black with angry eyes and white
slender fingers she produced the
impression of something horrid and
unseemly, and she felt ashamed of
her chubby red cheeks, the pock-
mark on her nose, and the fringe on
her forehead, which never could be
combed back. And 1t seemed to her
that if she had been thin, and had
no powder on her face and no fringe
on her forehead; then she could have
disguised the fact that she was not’
‘“ respectable,” and she would not
have felt so frichtened and ashamed
{o-stand facing this unknown, my-
gterious lady.

“ Where is my husband 2 the
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lady went on. ‘* Though I don't care-
whether be is here or not, but I ought
to tell you that an embezzlement has
been discovered and that they are
looking for Nikolay Petroviteh.....
They are going to arrest him. That's:
your work !

The lady got up® and walked
about the room in great excitement.
Pasha looked at her in astonishment.
She could not grasp what all this:
meant.

“He'll be found and arrested.
today,”’ said the iady, and she gave a.
sob,” and i1n that sound could be:
heard her resentment and vexation..
**1 know who has brought him to
this awful position! Low, horrid
creature! I.oathsome, mercenary
hussy’” The lady's lips worked*

1. That is your work
doing, %%fﬁ‘%iﬂ*ﬁ’J$'rﬁ'o
9, get up——stand up, IEEHo

that is your
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and her nose wrinkled up with dis-
gust. ' Lam helpless, do you hear,
you low woman ?.....I am helpless :
you are stronger than I am, but there
is One to defend me and my children!
'God sees all! He is just !¥ He will
punish you for every tear I have
shed, for all my sleepless nights!
The time will come ; you will think
of me!.....” |

Silence followed again. ®The
lady walked. about the room and
wrung her hands,* while Pasha still
gazed blankly at her in amazement,
not understanding and expecting
soimething . terrible,

“ T know nothing about it, ma-
dam,” she said, and suddenly burst
into tears.®

“You are lyirg!” cried the

1. wring one’s hands——squeozé one’s

e e - . ' Y
hands together in'sign of ‘graat distress, WLt
. A

S T EN R

— 14 —



AW R BT HRLA?
------ WM T BAWE 5 (RILRE
S6 5 R HO AT — L BR £ TR PR 0y B
FHm L L E - mEENE |
LA L BT R 64— IR
W 2T AR L S W 0 R 0 M
FERE R A — N EH R
AL R L e
S PR IR o S8 £ ok ke B

TR EME > AT o RN
0 kS EE M E R TR A M o TN W)
Wi o 3 H T F AT A BT A0 W
TR A o

CRMTR TR — SR o ok
Ko M EH s AR M o

g HE LR L ok ok oK R ER o B

2. bhuwrst into tears———break into tears

%ﬁ:)mako

— 15 —



lady, and her eyes flashed angrily
at her. ‘I know all about it! I've
known you a long time. 1 know
that for the last month he has been
gpending every day with you!”

“Yes. What then? What of
it ?* 1 have a great many visitors,
but I don't force anyone to come,
He is free to do as he likes.”

“T tell you that they have dis-
covered an embezzlement! He has
stolen money from his office! For
the sake of* such a..... creature as
you, for your sake he has actually
committed a crime. Listen,” said
the lady in a resolute voice, stopping.
short,> facing Pasha. * You can
have no principles; you live simply:
to do harm—that’s ysur object; but

1. what of it? a formula not ad<
mitting- another’s inference from tho fact:
which one admits, IFLEHE? JLREZIAPR,
SO HLEE A BE THAS 7K 240 )T SR A T 3C0%
i HLE— o)
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one can't imagine you have fallen so
low that you have no trace of human
feeling left! He has a wife. chrld-
ren..... If he is condemned and
sent into excile we shall starve, the
children and I..... Understand
that! And yet there is a chance of
saving him and us from destitution
and disgrace. If T take them nine
‘hundred roubles today they will
let him alone.* Only nine hundred
roubles!”

* What nine ‘hundred roubles?”
Pasha asked softly. . “I.....I don't
know..... 1T haven’t takenit.”

““1 am not asking you for nine
‘hundred roubles..... You have no
‘money, and I don't want your money.
I ask you for something else.....
Men usually give expensive things to
women like you. Only give me back
‘the things my husband has given

1. let.....alone — leave..... alones
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you!?”

** Madam, he has never made
me a present of anything!” Pasha
wailed, beginning to understand.

“Where is the money ? He
has squandered his own and mine
and other people’s..... What has
become of it all ? Listen, I beg you!
1 was carried away by indignation®
and have said a lot of nasty things
to you, but I apologize. You must
hate me, I know, but if you are
capable of sympathy, put yourself in
my position {* I implore you to give
me back the things!"”

“Hm!"” said Pasha, and she
ghrugged her shoulders. “I would
with pleasure,” but, God is my wit-
ness,' he never made me a present of

1. to be carried away by indignation
——to be rendered mad by indignation, F{¥
A TIE &,

3. put oneself in nnother’s position,

B SFIE o
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anything. Believe me, on my- con--
science. However, you are right,.
though,” said the singer in confu-
gion, “he did bring me two little
things. Certainly I will give them
back, if you wish it.”

Pasha pulled out one of the
drawers in the toilet-table and took
out of it a hollow gold bracelet and a
thin ring with a ruby in it.

“ Here, madam!” she said,
handing the vyisitor these articles.

The lady flushed and her face
quivered. She was offened.

“What are you giving me?"
she said. “ 1 am not asking charity,
but for what doss not belong to
you.....what you have taken ad-
vantage of* your position to squeeze
out of my husband.....that weak,

1. on my conscience there is no

V]Ying, f‘gﬁiﬁ‘; z"l;ﬁ%ﬁiafo
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anhappy man...... On Thursday,
‘when I saw you with my husband
at the harbour you were wearing
expensive brooches and bracelets.
‘So it's no use your playing the
innocent lamb* to me! I ask you
for the last time : will you give me
‘the things or not ? "

“You are a queer one, upon my
word,”* said Pasha, beginning to
feel offended. ‘I assure you that,
except the bracelet and this little
ring, I've never seen a thing from
your Nikolay Petrovitch. He brings
me nothing but sweet cakes.”

“Sweet cakes!” laughed the
stranger. ‘* At home the children
have nothing to eaf, and here you
have sweet cakes. You absolutely
refuse to restore the presents?”

Receiving no answer, the lady

1. play the innocent lamb——pretend
40 be innocent, 2% fE4ESE,
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gat down and stared into space, pon-~
dering.

““ What's to be done now ?" she
gaid. ‘' If I don't get nine hundred
roubles, he is ruined, and the children
and I are ruined, too. Shall I kill
this low woman or go down on my
knees to her P "

The lady pressed her handker-
chief to her face and broke into
s0bs. 2

“T beg you!” Pasha heard
through the stranger’s sobs, * You
see you have plundered and ruined
my husband. BSave him..... You
have no feeling for* him, but the
children: . ..the children..... What
have the children done?”

Pasha imagined little children
standing in the street, crying with

1. go down on one’s kneces——kneel
down, }i Fo
9. break into sobs———sunddenly begin
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hunger, and she, too, sobbed.

“What can I do, madam ?" she
gaid. ' You say that I am a low
woman and that I have ruined Niko-~
Jay Petrovitch, and I assure you.....
-before God Almighty, I have had
nothing from him whatever.....,.
There is only’one girl in our chorus
ho has a rig’jﬁ admirer ; all the rest
of us live from hand to mniouth on
bread and kvass.® Nikolay Petro-
vitch is a highly educated, refined
gentleman, so I've made him wel-
come.? We are bound to make
gentlemen welcome.”

"X ask you for the things! Give
me the things! I am crying.....
I am humiliating myself..... If
you like I will go down on my knees!
It you wish it I ™

—

1. live from hand to mouth——Ilive
Jpoorly, BFFANE AMBRERGLNE,
W(URYE live improvidently 2, S8 ‘“;BAH5H&
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Pasha shrieked with horror and
waved her hands. She felt that this
pale, beautiful lady who expressed
herself so grandly, as though she
were on the stage, really might go
«down on her knees to her, simply
from pride, from grandeur, to exalt
herself and hwniliate the chorus girl.

Y Very well, 1 will give you
things ! ” said Pasha, wiping her
eyes and bustling about. ‘* By all
means.! Only they are not from
Nikolay Petrovitch.. ... Igotthese
from other gentlemmen. As vyou
pleage.....”

Pasha pulled out the wupper
drawer of the chest, took out a
diamond brooch, a coral necklace,
some rings and bracelets, and gave
them all to the lady.

“Take them if you like, only
I've never had anything from your

1. by all means——at any cost, 4¢3k
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husband. Take them and grow
rich,” Pasha went on, offended at
the threat to go down on her knees.
“And if you are a lady..... his

lawful wife, you should keep him
to yourself. 1 should think so! 1
did not ask him to come ; he came of
himself,”?

Through her tears the lady sruti-
nized the articles given her and said :

“This 1isn’t everything.....
There won't be five hundred roubles’
worth here.”

Pasha impulsively flang out of
the chest a gold watch, a cigar-case
and studs, and said, flinging up her
hands:

“T've nothing else left. . ... You
‘can search !”

The visitor gave a sigh,? with

1. come of oneself——come of one’s

own will, Hi}* | Biifizk; BTHzK.
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trembling hands twisted the things
up in her handkerchief, and went out
without uttering a word, without
even nodding her head.

The door from the next room
opened and Kolpakov walked in.
He was pale and kept shaking his
head nervously, as though he had
swallowed something very bitter: tears
were glistening in his eyes.

“ What presents did you make
me ? "’ Pasha asked, pouncing upon®
him. “ When did you, allow me to
ask you? "

“‘Presents. . . .that's no matter!”
said Kolpakov, and he tossed his
head. * My God! She cried before
you, she humbled herself. . ... ”

*I am asking you, what presents
did you make me ? " Pasha cried.

“My God! She, a lady, so
proud, so pure..... She was ready

1. pounce upon make sudden attack
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fo go down on her knees to. ... .to
this wretch! Awnd I've brought her
to this! I've allowed it!” |

He clutched his head in his
hands and moaned.

“* No, I shall never forgive my-
self for this! I shall never forgive
myself! Get away' from me.....
you low creature!” he ecried with
repulsion, backing away from Pasha,
and thrusting her off with trembling
bands. ' She would have gone on
her knees, and. . . . .and to you! Oh,
my God!"”

I1e rapidly dressed, and pushing
Pasha aside contemptuously, made
for® the door and went out.

Pasha lay down and began wail-
ing aloud. She was already regret-
ting her things which she had given
away so impulsively, and her feelings

1. gotaway
9. make for

go away, il
go in tho direction of;
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were hurt. She remembered how
three years ago -a merchant had
beaten her for no sort of reason,
and she wailed more loudly than
ever.
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THE CHEMIST'S WIFE

The little town of B——, consig-
ting of two or three crooked streets,
was sound asleep. There was @
complete stillness in the motionless
air. Nothing could be heard but far
away, outside the town no doubt, the
barking of a dog in a thin, hoarse
tenor. It was close upon® daybreak.

Kverything had long been asleep.
The only person not asleep. was the
young wife of Tchernomordik, &

—

1. close upon——quite near, REHo.
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qualified dispenser who kept a che-
mist’s shop at B——. She had gone
to bed and got up again three times,
but could not sleep, she did not know
why. She sat at the open window
in her nightdress and looked into the
gtreet. She felt bored, depressed,
vexed.....s0 vexed that she felt
quite inclined to cry—again she did
pnot know why.. There seemed to be
a lump in her-chest that kept rising*
into her throat..... A few paces
behind her Tchernomordik lay curled

up close to the wall, snoring uwuem,.
A greedy flea was stabbing the bndge-
of his nose, but he did not feel it,
and wag positively smiling, for he
was dreaming that everyone in the
town had a cough, and was buying
from him the King of Denmark’s
cough-drops.? He could not -have

10 l{@ep [ -ing"—‘—"o o 22 vgradually
and Oontinually, mmtm, Z;ﬁﬂh-uuoo
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been wakened now by pinpricks or
by cannon or by caresses.

The chemist’s shop was almost
-at the extreme end of the town, so
‘that the chemist's wife could see far
into the fields. She could see the
.eastern horizon growing pale. by
degrees,’ then turning crimson as
though from a great fire. A big
broad-faced moon peeped out unex-
pectedly from behind bushes in the
distance. It was red (as a rale? when
the moon emerges from behind bushes
it appears o be blushing).

Suddenly in the stillness of the
night there came the sound of foot-
steps and a jingle of spurs. She
.could hear voices.

** That must be the officers going
home to the camp from the Police

. —

1. grow palée by degrees ——becomo
gradually paler and paler, ¥iiiiE o
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Captain’s, ”’* thought the. chemist's
wife.

Soon afterwards two figures
wearing officers’ white tunies came
into sight :* one big and tall, the
other thinner and shorter..... They
slouched along by the fence, dragging
one leg after the other and talking
loudly together. As they passed the
chemist's shop, they walked more
slowly than ever, and glanced up at
the windows.
said the thin one. **And so it is!
Ah, T remember..... I came here
last week to buy some castor-oil.
There's a chemist here with a sour
face and the jawbone of an ass!
Such a jawbone, my dear fellow ! It
must have been a jawbone like that

1. the Police Captain’s the Polica
Captain’s house, JLERH: A RBERI MB)EEf:
4§74 F *house? 1%, **shop,’’ Jm Thomson’s, the
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*Samson® killed the Philistines with.”

“M'yes,” said the big one in a
bass voice. ‘‘I'he-pharmacist is as-
leep. And his wife is asleep too.
She is a pretty woman, Obtyosov.”

“I saw her. I liked her very
much. .... Tell me, doctor, can
.she possibly? love that jawbone of
anass? QCan she?”

“No, most likely she does not
Tove him, ” sighed the doctor, speak-
ing as though he were sorry for the
chemist. ‘‘The little woman is asleep
behind the window, Obtyosov, what?
Tossing with the heat, her little
mouth half open. . ... and one little
foot hanging out of bed. I bet that
fool the chemist doesn’t realize what
a lucky fellow heis..... No doubt
he sees no difference between a

1. Samson——F, Bible ##), LI&K]
801, TR EBRIENNT Ao
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-woman and a bottle of carbolic!”

“I say, doctor,” said the officer,
stopping. ‘‘Let us go into the shop
and  buy something. Perhaps we
shall see her.”

““What an idea—in the night!"

“What of itP* They are obliged
to serve one even at night. My dear
fellow, let us go in!”

“If you like. « ¢ .

The chemist's wife, hiding behind
the curtain, heard a muffled ring.
Looking round at her husband, who
was smiling and snoring sweetly as
before, she threw on her dress, -slid
her bare feet into her slippers, and
ran to the shop.

On the other side of the glass
door she could see two shadows.

1. what an ideal——{SIARIEE IR
gl N A e
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The ohemist’s wife turned up the
lamp and hurried to the door to open
it, and now she felt neither vexed nor
bored nor inclined to cery, though her
heart was thumping. The big doctor
and the slender Obtyosov walked in.
Now she could get a view of them.
The doctor was corpulent and swar-
thy: he wore a beard and was slow
in his movements. At the slightest
‘motion his tunic seemed as though it
would crack, and perspiration came
on to his face. T'he officer was rosy,
clean-shaven, feminine-looking, and
as supple as an Wnglish whip.
“What may I give you?” asked
the chemist's wife, holding her dress
across her bosom.?
“Giveus.....er-er..... four
pennyworth of peppermint lozenges!”
‘Without haste the chemist’s wife

1. holding her dress across her bosom
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took down a jar from a shelf and
began weighing out lozenges. 'The
customers stared fixedly at her back;
the doctor serewed up his eyes like a
well-fed cat, while the lieutenant was
very grave.

“It's the first time 1've seen a
lady serving in a chemist’s shop,”’
observed the doctor.

“There’s nothing out of the way
in it,’* replied the chemist’'s wife,
looking out of the corner of her eye
at the rosy-cheeked officer. '‘My
husband has no assistant, and 1

always help him."”
“T'o be sare..... You have a

charming little shop! ‘What a number
of different . ... . jars! And you are
not afraid of moving about among
the poisons? Brrr!”

The chemist's wife sealed up the
parcel and handed it to the doctor.

1. There is nothing out of the wayv in it

— Bt —



MR T L&T - ST (8 88 ok
B o B W% I o AR A 0
B MRS A IR 0 R —
LR EMHMM > Wy EE
9 4 W E W e R T o

CRGER B — KB R — 6 &4
16 85 57 3 41 5 OH > VES A B o

“SE R TH U 60 AR A > VA8 O
B 3F — T () 25 0 — T 46 0 v O
o % U6 W oo T B 6 N E o Ik 4 o
JeBAT YT > T AL AL 04 o7

R AR EL S SR AN TH BB 4L T
Wl BEGEMM e BTFRE
B 1 g AE IR 2 3 6 F ok W T m 0E R
A ARG P AR oo Rk

3 2 6 ) JF 40 — 1 45 0 H A7
&mm$&omwmm@i¢ﬁ%

«~——there’s no help for it, ¥4 Y003t ik,

— 5.‘5 —



Obtyosov gave her the money. Half
a minute of silence followed.....
The men exchanged glances, took .a
step towards the door, then looked at
one another again.

“Will you give me two pen-
nyworth of soda?’ said the doctor.

Again the chemist’'s wife slowly
and languidly raised her hand to the
shelf.

“Haven't you in the shop anyth-
ing.....such as.....” muttered
Obtyosov, moving his fingers, “some-
thing, so to say, allegorical....,
revivifying . . . . . seltzer-water,® for
instance. Have you any seltzer-
water?” '

“Yes,” answered the chemist's
wife.

“Bravo! You're a fairy, not a
woman! Give us three bottles!”

-

-

1. soltzer-water——{8] Wiesbiden f%
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The chemist’'s wife hurriedly
sealed up the soda and vanished
throuzh the door into the darkness.

“A peach!”? said the doctor, with
awink. “You wouldn’t find a pineap-
ple like that in the island of Madeira!
h? What do you say? Do you
hear the snoring, though? That’s
his worship® the chemist enjoying
sweet repose.’”’

A minute later the chemist's wife
came back and set five bottles on the
counter. She had just been in the
cellar, and so was flushed and rather
exeited.

“Sh-sh!..... guictly!” said
(Obtyosov when, after uncorking the
hottles, she dropped the corkserev-
“Don’t make such a nolse; you'll
wake your husband.”

“Well, what if I do wake him?”

-~— ——
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1. A peach
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“He is sleeping so sweetly . ..
he must be dreaming of you.....To
your health!”*

“Besides,”” boomed the doctor,
hiccupping after the seltzer-wafter,
“husbands are such a dull business
that it would be very nice of them to
be always asleep. How good a drop
of red wine would be in this water!”

“What an ideal!” laughed the
chemist’s wife.

“That would be splendid. What
a pity they don't ssll spirits in
chemist's shops! Though you ought
to sell wine as a medicine. Have
you any vinum gallicum rubrum?2’’?

“Yes.”

‘“Well, then, give us some!
Bring it here!”

“How much do you want?”

1. To your health——) drink this to
wish you health, FRERHLIRIF A — 7580
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“Quantum satis*..... Give us
an ounce ecach in the water, and
dafterwards we'll see..... Obtyosov,
what do you say? Nirst with water
and afterwards per se®. . ...

The doctor and Obtyosov sat
down to the counter, took off their
caps, and began drinking the wine.

“T'he wine, one must admit, 18
wretched stuff! Vinum nastissimum!®
Though in the presence of'.....
€r. . . . » it tastes like nectar. You
are enchanting, madam! In imagina-
tion I kiss your hand.”

“T would give a great deal to
do so® not in Imagination,’ said

1. Quantum s tis——($£T 3L)as much
as sufficcs, 3F'H fivo

3. per so—(hi T ) by its1f, HIEAY
@l o ER 1) S

3. vinum nastissinum—— (h% T 3C) bad
wine, $8ifi,
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‘Obtyosov. “On my honor,* I'd give
my life.”

“That's enough,” said Madame
Tchernomordik, flushing and assum-
ing a serious expression.

“What a flirt you are, though!”
the doctor laughed softly, looking
slyly at her from under his brows.
“Your eyes seem to be firing shot:
piff-pafi! T congratulate you: you've
conquered! 'We are vanquished!”:

The chemist’'s wife looked at
their ruddy faces, listened to their
chatter, and soon she, too, grew quite
lively. Oh, she felt so gay! She
entered into the conversation, she
laughed, flirted, and even, after re-
peated requests from the customers,
drank two ounces of wine.

1. on my honovm—-—-uimn my word{ R,
M RAIERN), PRREERE ER.

3. you have conquered! We are wane
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“You officers ought to come in
oftener from the camp,” she said;
“it’'s awful how dreary it is here.
I'm simply dying of it.”"?

“I should think so!” said the
doctor indignantly. “Such a peach,?
a miracle of nature, thrown away in
the wilds! How well Griboyedov?
said, ‘Into the wilds, to Saratov’!t
It’s time for us to be off, though.
Delighted to have made your acqu-
aintance®. . ... very. How much do
we owe your’'

The chemist’'s wife raised her
eyes to the ceiling and her lips meved
for some time.®

-

1. to be dying ofe ..+ ¢ «—t0 bo suf-
fering a great deal frome e e ooy oo 7555
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2. Such a peachys « o « e=—==35the chem-
18475 wife.

3. Griboyedov—{REI%EHES (17193
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“Twelve roubles forty-eight ko-
pecks,” she said.

Obtyosov took oub of his pocket
a fat pocketbook,* and after fumbling
for some time among the notes, paid.

*“Your husband’s sleeping sweetly
¢eesy he must be dreaming,” he
muttered, pressing her hand at
parting.

“T don’t like to hear silly
remarks.® ...."”

“What silly remarks? On the
contrary,”’® it's not silly at all....,
sven Shakespeare said: Happy is
ke who in his youth is young.' "*

“Let go my hand.”

At last after much talk and after
kissing the lady’s hand at parting,

&L
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the customers went out of the:shop
irresolutely, as though they were
wondering whether they bad not
forgotten something.

She ran quickly into the bedroom
and sat down in the same place.
She saw the doctor and the officer,
on coming out of the shop, walk
lazily away a distance of twenty
paces; then they stopped and began
whispering together. What about?
Her heart throbbed, there was a
pulsing in her temples, and why she
did not know..... Her heart beat
violently as though those two whis-
pering outside were dzciding her fate.

Five minutes Jater the doctor
parted from Obtyosov and walked
on, while Obtyosov came back. He
walked past the shop ouce and a
second time. . ... He would stop near
the door and then take a few steps
again, At last the bell tinkled
discreetly.

—_ ) —
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“What? Who is there?” the
chemist’s wife heard her husband’s
voice suddenly. “There’s a ring ot
the bell, and you don’t hear it,” he
gaid, severely. "Is that the way to
do things?”

He got up, put on his dressing-
gown, and staggering, half asleep,
flopped in his slippers to the shop.

“What..... 1s it?”’ he asked
Obtyosov

“Give me.....give me four
pennyworth of peppermint lozenges.”

oniffing continually, yawning,
dropping asleep as he moved, and
knocking his knees against the
counter, the chemist went to the
shelf and reached down the jar.
| Two minutes later the chemist's
wife saw Obtyosov go out of the
gshop, and, after he had gone some
steps, she saw him throw the packet
of peppermints on the dusty road.
The doctor came from- behind a
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eorner to meet him.. ... They met
and, gesticulating, vanished in the
morning ‘mist. |

“How unhappy I am!" said the
chemist’'s wife, looking angrily at
her husband, who -was undressing
quickly to get into bed again. *‘Oh,
how unhappy I am!’ she repeated,
sudCenly melfing into bitter tears.:
“And nobody knows, nobody knows

n
g &5 8 a

“I {forget fourpence on the
counter,” muttered the chemist, pull~
ing the quilt over him. “Put it
away in the till, please. .. .. ”

And at once he fell asleep again.

1.- melt-into bitter tears~~—be _soitened
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