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PREFACE

A PARAMOUNT Consideration in putting a book on the market

is a demand. A demand, therefore, is essential to success.

Strange to say, such a demand has remained unmet in this coun-

try since its inception in the publication, or the absence of a

publication, of a universal history, accurately illustrated, of the

coins of the world, precious metal resources, mintages, etc. This

unoccupied field in the commercial and numismatic worlds, we

trust, is intelligently and comprehensively filled in the work

which this prefaces.

The author, John S. Dye, the founder and for thirty odd

years the editor and publisher of **Dye's Counterfeit Detector

f

and for forty years a recognized authority on the paper and

precious metal currencies of the world, devoted the best years

of his life to compiling and formulating matter, corresjwnding

with the money centres” of the world, expending large sums

of money in the procuration of /oc similes of coins drawn from

original and in many instances almost extinct specimens—all

culminating in a work of which it is its own original
;
a work

which will stand for all ages, a monument of the past, and a

criterion for the present.

Shortly before the closing pages were given to the printer,

the author, then in the eventide of a long and eventful life, was

peacefully “gathered to his fathers,” and the work on the book

necessarily suspended.

(3 )



4 PREFACE.

When the merits of such an elaborate compilation of recon- •

dite facts and figures, on a subject of such vast importance, not

only to the money-changer and antiquarian, but to the general

reader, were made known to the undersigned publishers, they

assumed the responsibility of completing the publication and

giving it to the public at the advertised price, notwithstanding

it contains some five hundred more pages than was originally

intended.

To realize the difficulties encountered in the publication

of so elaborate and comprehensive a work as the present one,

both in the matter of text and illustration, it is necessary to

state that true copies of the original coins are indispensable to the

correctness of history in the matter of illustrating a nation’s

coinage; and the search among the various public and private

cabinets is often laborious and sometimes fruitless in results.

Again; the collation of material explanatory of the facsimiles

is a task of no ordinary sort, and would have discouraged many

numismatic writers possessing less energy and ambition than

the author who devoted so much of his valuable time to a

work of which fate prevented the full accomplishment. In

connection with the national and other coinages herein pre-

sented, full details are given of the various national mints,

with an exhaustive resume on mines, mining and assays of the

precious metals; thus tracing the world’s coinages from their

origin to their completion as public circulating mediums of

exchange. In the combination and condensation of numismatic

matter, both in the text and illustrations, we fully believe

this work has neither compeer nor rival, it being the only com-

bined illustrated history of the world’s coinage and precious

metal resources extant.

The work has undergone a strict censorship at the hands of
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the most accomplished and critical numismatists of this and

other cities. We are especially indebted to Dr. Edward Maris

and E. Mason, Jr., for laborious research and valuable addenda.

This, together with the author’s well-known discerning and

analytical mind and scope of comprehension, warrant us in

assuring the reader that the accuracy of the work can be relied

upon with a maximum degree of certainty.

Philadelphia, 1883.

BRADLEY & COMPANY.
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CURRENT COINS OF THE WORLD,
AND THEIR PRESENT EXCHANGEABLE VALUI-:S

TaimlaUd for Dye's Coio Engclopcdla " by k FOR^UAT, 19 Wall Street, >\ew York,

USALBKS IN

Bullion, Specie, and Foreign Bank Notes. Railroad Stocks, Bonds, and Mining
Stocks bought and sold strictly on commission for cash or on margin.

JANUARY, 1BB3,

UNITED STATES.
Gold,

California Quintuple EUtgle

Double Eagle
&‘gle
Half Eagle
Quarter Eagle
'1 hrce Do'lars

One Dollar
Calfornia Gold
Georgia Gold 22 carat tine

B^chilcr Doll
Bechiler, Rutherford . .

Bechiler, 5, C. Ruiherford

Silver.
Mutilated Silver, pcroz

/Standard Dollar
Trade Dollar
Half Dollar
(Quarter Dollar
1 weiuy Cents
Dime
Kaif Dime
'I’hrcc Cents

ENGLAND.
Gold.

Five Sovereigns
One Sovereign
Half Sovereign
Doiible Guinea
One Guinea
Half Guinea.
Third Guinea .

.

Silver.
Crown
Crown, Anne
Crown, 1662
Half Crown
Half Crown, George II .. .i

Half Crown, Victoria
Two Shilling, or 1 Florin . .

.

One Shilling

Sixpence
Four Pence
Three Pence
Two Pence
Per

153-55
20.00
10.00

5-00
2.50
3.00
1.00

.98

•94

95
3.40

4-75

99%
•99%
50
•25
.20

.10

•05

.03

$24.25
483
2.41
*0.25

5.12

2.56
1.70

S<->7
1.17

:.I7

.58

58
.53

•47
•23

.II

.07

•^5

.04

4 75

i

I

BRITISH COLONIES.
Gold.

One Mohur, India u
Oi.e Mohur, E. India 7.08
Half Sovereign 2.41
New Foundlaiid, ^ 1.95

Silver.
Sierra Leone Co. Doi ^d.So
One Dollar, 1791 .80
Three Guilders .75

. Canada Silver.
Canada, 50 cents ^0-48

24

*9
,

09%

Canada, 25 cents
Canada, 20 cents
Canada, 10 cents
Canada, 5 cents

Id lots 9114c. per Doll.

BRAZIL AND PORTUGAL.

04h

Gold.
Crown $5.75
Moidore 4.75

Silver.

640 Reis, Portugal ^.60
960 Reis, do .85

1.000 Reis, Brazil .40
2.000 Reis, do .80

Cruzado .45

SPAIN.
Gold.

Doubloon
Half Doubloon
Four Pia.strcs

Pistole

Half Pistole
Quarter Pislolc

25 Pesetas

Silver,
Spani^ih Dollar
Half Spanish Dollar
Spanish Quarters, new
Five Pcset.as

Twenty Reals
Ten Reals
Pistarcen
Half Pistarcen

7.78

3-89
3.89
1.90

•95
4.76

I0.90
.40
.20

85

8s
40
.18

.09

(0



t Current Coins of the World.

FRANCE.
Gold.

l.oiiis d’Or
Fi ve Franc!«

I'cn Francs
Twenty Francs
Forty Francs
Fifty Franc>
One huiuired Francs

Silver.
(Jrown, Louis XIV
Quarter Crown
highth Crown
Five Francs
Two Francs
One Trane
Half Franc, 50 Centimes
Twenty Centimes

$4.50 { Ooubloon
.96 Pistole...

X.91

3 «3
7.66 I Peso.

9-54 M •'»»

19.15 Peso.
I- 10 Peso.

CHILI.
Gold.

Silver.

%><y>
.“20

.10

•03

HONG KONG.
Silver.

Chilian Peso
Eight Reals
Two Reals
One Rea!
One-half Real

AUSTBIA.
Gold.

Quadruple Ducat $3.8o
One Ducat 3.30
Sovereign 6.75
Half Sovereign 3.38

4 Florins (10 Francs). ... . x.90

Silver.
Specie Dollar ^ 85
One Florin .35

MEXICO.
Gold.

Doubloon
Half Doubloon

g
uarter Doubloon
ighth Doubloon

Sixteenth Doubloon
Twenty Pesos
Ten Pesos
Five Pesos
Two and a half Pesos

I>5-56

3.87
1.93

•97

19. 50

2.43

Silver,

One Peso #^ 85
Mexican Dollar, commen ial .85

Maximilian Dollar .85

Eight Reals .80

Half Mexican .40

Quarter Mc.xican .30

lenth Mexican .08

Real .10

One-half Re.al .05

CENTRAL AND SOUTH
AMERICA.

Gold.
Doubloon
Half Doubloon
Pistole

Half Pistole

One-fourtli Pistole

Four Escudos

< 15.50

7-75
3.87

•9^

7-55

Silver.
Eight Reals
Four Reals
Two Reals
One Real .

.

^>80
40
.30

PERU.
Gold.

Doubloon
Pistole

Five Soles
Ten Siolcs

Twenty Soles

Silver,
One Sole
One-half Sole
One-quarter Sole
One-teiuh

GERMANY.
Gold-

Twenty Marks
Ten hinrks
Five Marks
Ten I halcrs

Five Thalers
Two-and-a-half Thalers
Fred. d'Or
Double Fred. d’Or
Caroline
Ducat
Five Guilders
Quintuple Ducat

Silver.

Five Marks
Two Marks
One Mark
50 Pfennig Mark)
30 Pfennig
10 Pfennig

5 Pfennig
Thaler
Double Thaler (called)

Specie Dollar
Kix Dollar
Double Guilder (called)

One Florin (called)

Half Crown

ITALY.
Gold.

One hundred Lire
Fifty Lire
Forty Lire
Twenty Lire
Ten Lire .

3-8t

So 79
3»
.19

.07

^.81
.80

.30

.10

•05

1*5.50
385
4 75
9.50
<9.00

$079
39

2

U 74
» 37
1 .18

7 80

390
» 95

7&U
4 75
3.30

* 95
M.OO

$l 15

46
.*3
.11

.04

03
.01

69
» *5

90
.90

$’9 »S

9 63

19.



Current Coins oj the World. 3

Kivc Lire
Two Doppia
96 Livres

Silver.
Five Lire
Two Lire
One Lire
One-half Lire
Ten SoUdi
Five Solid!

Twenty Grant. . -

Testoon....
Scudo
HalfScudo
Crown
Five Paul
Ten Paul
Silver Lion
Florin

.96

$6.25
15.00

$^•93
•34
•*7
.08

.08

•04

•X5

*5
.90

45
.90

45
.90

.90

»7

SWITZERLAND.
Silver.

Five Fr.incs • $093
Two Francs .36

One Franc .18

Crown .80

Half Cw^n
Quarter Crown .30

Half Florin .18

HOLLAND.
Gold.

Ten Guilders $3 96
Five Guilders x.95

Silver.
Three Guilders $x.io

2^ Guilders .93

One Guilder .37

Rix Dollar .90

SWEDEN, NORWAY, AND
DENMARK.

Gold.
Twenty Kronors $5*25
Ten Kronors 2.63
Ducat 2.20

Silver.
Specie Dollar (called in) . ..

One Rigsdaler (called in)..

One Kroner
Onc-half Kronor
One-quarter Kronor
Onc-tenth Kronor

$0.85
.42

.25

x»54
.06

.02

RUSSIA AND POLAND.
Gold.

Fix Rubles, Platina $4-^
Sivc Rubles, Gold 3.90

Silver.

One Ruble $0.66
One and a half Ruble .99

Onc.ludf Ruble .33

25 Kopecs r, .09

20 Kopecs .' .07

15 Kopecs .05

xo Kopecs .03

•Five Zlot .50

Two Zlot .20

GREECE.
Gold.

Twenty Drachms $3-44

Silver.

Five Drachms

''4

TURKEY.
i Gold.
1 Ten Piastres $o-43

Silver.

I

Twenty Piastres $0.80

!
Two Piastres .08

I

One Piastre .04

BELGIUM.
I {Cold, Silver and Currtney same as ftance.)

\

INDIAN STATES.
Gold.

Mohur

,
Silver.

i One Rupee $0 36
Half Rupee .t8

Quarter Rupee .09

Quarter Pagoda .30

JAPAN.
Gold.

I

One Yen. $^-95
' Two Yen , 1.90

I Five Yen 4.75

1
Twenty Yen *9-5o

Silver.

I

Itzbu $0-35
' Five Sen .04

I
Ten Sen .09

Twenty Sen .18

I
One Yne .90

FICTITIOUS AND INTRINSIC VALUES-
Fictit'oiis values, or approximate values, of rare coins, and the imritisic values of uncurrent

coins, will be found under national headings.



i'AC-SIMIl.E OP THE DOLLAR OP 1804.

TRADITIONS OF THE 1804 DOLLAR.

Thf.ke is no authentic history of the 1804 dollar. Tradition,

however, is “ thousand-tongued ” in its regard. The writer of this

was told by an old bank cashier in Salem, Mass., at one time the

most e.xtensive tea importing place on this continent, that the scarc-

ity of the 1804 dollar was owing to the sinking of a China-bound
vessel having on board almost the entire mintage of 1804 dollars,

shipped in lieu of the “Spanish milled dollars,” intrinsically more
valuable. He believed there were not more than eight genuine

1804 dollars extant, and certainly not more than ten.

Owing to the fiscal year ending in midsummer, it is claimed b\

some that the report entered on the register of the mint in 1805
included the mintage of dollars of the months of 1804 subsequent

to the fiscal report and entry of that year. Others claim that old

dies were sometimes used in years subsequent to the date they bon .

Others, still, claim that many of the 1804 dollars offered for sale an
“re-strikes.” This, however, is not likely, as it would imply sur-

reptitious work on the part of employes of the mint which could

not be substantiated. The rarity of the piece and the almost fabu-

lous prices offered for it are patent facts. One piece has brought

at auction seven hundred and fifty dollars, but twelve and even

fifteen hundred have been offered with no takers, and it would be

safe to offer $2,000, as all the originals are believed to be in the

hands of collectors who hold them above price. There are, how-
ever, many counterfeits and altered dates. This writer was shown
an 1801 dollar with the final figure altered into a 4, and to an eye

not familiar with the dissimilarities of the two issues the piece

looked like a veritable 1804 dollar.

The publishers make this special notice of this coin because it is

the most notable, and commands the first place and highest jjricc

of all American sih er coins.

(4 )



The Origin of Money.

The wants of the primitive man were few, the simple, im.

perative, constantly renewing demands of nature, supplied from

time to time by immediate personal exertion. Barbarism,

knowing no right but might, fails to conceive the idea of

property. Savages are improvident, and consider theft a vir-

tue, yet make it a point of honor to defend their own posses-

sions. The aboriginal condition of man was a state of war
;

after an equal fight for spoil and in defense of possecsion, when

stealing was found impossible, the fact of property was recog-

nized and an exchange of goods suggested. Rude agriculture

and rough hunting were the earliest industry, robbery the first

form of speculative enterprise, and war the prelude to com-

merce and civilization.

The original trace was barter; the first question then is

that of relative value. In the discussion of this, two consid-

erations at once present themselves: first, the desirability of

each commodity, its utility in the support of life, or its capacity

to afford gratification to the owner
;
second, the cost of pro-

duction according to the time, labor and good fortune of the

holder of the stock in trade. In this way was decided the

quantity of any article to be given for a certain quantity of

another; so many fish for so much game, this way or that, as

the parties concerned could agree under the circumstances.

The particulars of a bargain of this kind were well remem-

bered and the rates of exchange quoted and referred to when-
A (7)



8 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

ever another trade was attempted, and so after awhile a kind

of rough, uncertain varying market price was established.

It was found, however, that the fish varied both in size and

quality, and were much more abundant at one time than

another. The same was also true of wild fruits, while with

the game the same irregularities were found, with additional

trouble in dividing it into equal portions. As barter extended

during the first advance from barbarism an inconvenience was

felt in estimating and measuring all articles by one another,

and after a time a standard both of quantity and value was

found necessary and sought for. * There was an attempt to

select as the basis of valuation certain things naturally uni-

form in character and in relation to the possibilities of pro-

duction, while of universal u.se, capable of preservation, and

hence acceptable and wanted at all times by everybody.

The South Sea Islanders, when discovered by white men,

used cocoanuts as a standard of value. As they could be kept

awhile, the nuts were better fitted to the purpose than fish^

fruits, game and other perishable articles of food, besides as

they grew somewhat of a size there was no trouble about

separating them into equivalent parts
;
yet as the nuts decayed

after a short time and were of limited use, they were a very

imperfect measure of an exceedingly small amount of property

and the poor facility of a petty trade.

The appetite for food could be readily and cheaply satisfied,

and when no one was hungry no one would labor, no one

cared to trade. But the savage had an instinct almost as

strong as hunger in a natural love of dress and personal orna-

ment, a taste which grew by exercise and constantly became

more and more expensive, refined and fastidious through grati-

fication. Every person desired ornament, every one needed

dress, at least, especially in severe climates, a covering to the

body of some kind or other. Skins or peltries, both of beasts

and birds, being used as clothing, and being portable and dura-

ble, became articles of traffic, in general uniform demand at a

fixed rate, and for these reasons were adopted iu many places
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as a measure of value, a medium of exchange, a sort of cur-

rency or money. Some of these hides were large and heavy

and actually worn as blankets, but they were less convenient

for a general tender in trade than finer, smaller, more valuable

peltries and furs, whose use was more ornamental. As civili-

zation began to dawn, garments were made, at first rudely

from skins or leather, or in more advanced tribes of more or

less perfect fabrics of bark or even of cloth woven from threads

of natural fibre, A’t the same stage of human progress, in-

dustrial tools of different descriptions, and also weapons of war,

were much improved in character and degree of finish, and

such things at different places and times, were commonly used

as a unit or integer of comparative valuation, and tendered in

payment as special consideration, passing freely from hand to

hand like standard money, for value received.

All these goods and articles, made at first for personal use,

or for that of members of the manufacturer’s family, were after

a time, produced expressly for sale; that is, to be disposed of

in barter for various commodities. Goods thus produced, were

kept in store until the occasion was found for their transfer;

thus industry, providence and thrift became manifest, and

wealth accumulated; while trade increased, property was re-

cognized and received public protection.

Articles of primitive manufacture used as ornaments, were

not of course made with the same stability as those intended

for practical use, and ornaments used merely as articles of trade

were less thoroughly done than others
;
equally all kinds of

goods made use of for trading purposes alone were made infe-

rior in quality, and in time were produced the mere show, re-

semblance and representation of the thing it was assumed they

were.

As it was found that all commodities except mere spontane-

ous products of the earth were the fruit of labor, various arti-

cles, ornaments in particular, came to be valued somewhat in

proportion to the amount of labor expended upon them, alm^^t

regardless of the practical usefulness of such things. To the
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rational industry whioh accumulated articles of use or r^re-

sentations of them for purposes of traffic, an addition was

presently made of labor employed in producing representations

of itself, articles of no use, but so rare as to cost much trouble

to discover,, or so elaborately and perhaps beautifully finished,

as to show a great amount of work had been done upon them.

Thus these things became signs, symbols and evidences of labor

done, and as labor alone produced wealth, these things, though

essentially worthless, were regarded as actual value, esteemed

so much property, and extensively used as equivalents in trade.

Small kinds of rare and beautiful shells called “cowries,’’

when carefully cleaned and polished, were very much esteemed

in some places and accepted at an approximate standard and

established rate, for all sorts of goods. Being imperishable,

portable and precious, these “cowries” became a popular and

convenient form of property, and in course of time acquired

by common consent the character of a customary tender “in

payment of all dues.”

In the infancy of the human race, during the pastoral pe-

riod, when commerce was yet undeveloped, cattle w'ero a most

important medium of exchange and standard of values. Salt

also was largely used among certain tribes, for the same pur-

po.se. The people who lived along the coast, made a bank of

the sea, and drew upon it in various ways for more than one

form of currency. How long those primitive methods of trade

continued, cannot be determined
;
but new inventions became

inevitable as mankind progressed to higher conditions of life.

The grand step in this matter was taken when men acquired

the art of working ores and extracting the metals, which were

pre.sently cast or wrought into the form of money. When the

smelting of ores and the separation of metals first lx;gan, is

unknown, yet there have been discoveries made in Egypt,

which indicate that iron and gold must have been an article

of common manufacture there, some 3426 years before the

Ufl ri.stian era.

To insure accuracy and to give the warrant of responsibility
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to coinages of precious metals, the authority to stamp money

has been placed and vested in the various governments
;
but

it has been seen that emperors and other potentates were quite

as apt at fraud as private parties, and millions on millions of

coins have been circulated, bearing the stamp of a great power

indicating a certain considerable value, w'hen in truth the

wretched piece was no better than a counterfeit, a mere worth-

less bit of brass or even cheapei: composition.

A basket, a tub, a nicely made wand, a strong light chain,

or an ingot of metal, each and all have their natural value as

such, each for some use to which they are adapted
;
but the

basket is very much more valuable if it hold just a bushel,

the tub if it contains just a gallon, the wand if it measures a

yard, the chain if just a rod long, and the lump of metal if it

weigh just a pound. In the same way coined pieces of money

of various denominations have a special value aside from their

intrinsic worth as bullion, on account of the facility with

which they may be reckoned and their convenience as exact

measures of value generally exchangeable for all other goods,

that is to say, their special value as money.

The act of minting and stamping confers this extra or

money value upon a coin, which to a certain extent is natural;

but as it has been assumed that :
“ The king (or government)

can fix the value of a coinage,” irredeemable money has at

different times been made of cloth, of leather, of paper, of iron

and other cheap metals and compositions.

Money has three values : first, the intrinsic value, that of

the material of which the piece is composed
;
second, the ar

bitrary, nominal or pretended value, the denomination sought

to be given it by the government which struck or minted it

;

third, the representative or commercial value, measured by

what it will bring in other money, or its power to purchase

general merchandise.

The Chinese, who have no currency of their own but small

cast brass coins called cash, of little intrinsic value, are in the

habit of stamping ingots or bars of silver and gold with their
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supposed degree of punly, when these masses of metal are

passed currently by weight. A dollar, if it contains a dollar’s

worth of gold, is simply an ingot, an object of universal bar-

ter and exchange, its value is intrinsic, its coinage simply de-

noting its purity and weight, it will sell for no more as money
than as bullion. A silver dollar, nominally a hundred cents,

contains but some eighty-five cents worth of silver, its addi-

tional value and popularity being derived from the act of

coinage, its convenience as currency. At the same time a

paper dollar, issued by the United States Treasury or one of

the National Banks guaranteed by the Government, though

intrinsically quite worthless, represents the good faith and

honor of a great nation, and, such is the nature of money, the

paper dollar passes current, more popular than gold or silver,

because far more convenient.

The subject of money, of the most practical importance,

commands the most constant attention of the man of business,

is the fascinating study of the numismatologist and antiqua-

rian, while one of the profound problems which concern finan-

ciers and statesmen. In this last aspect the matter has been

the theme of immense discussion for some years, both in this

country and Europe. The interests involved are vast, and

some of the measures proposed are very radical. In the

United States, especially, much has been done to enlighten the

people upon questions of finance, and great improvements have

been made in the currency. The present system of National

Banks here commands the attention and prai.se of transatlantic

financiers and statesmen. Meantime, many most earnest and

thoughtful Iversons are sanguine of still further simplification,

and promise for the future an "American Money” more stable

than gold, as economical as paper, perfectly convenient, every-

where current and superior to anything yet developed.

As there has been monetary reform in the past, so there

will doubtless be financial progress of some kind in the time

to come. To make the inevitable advance, without shock and

danger of destructive disturbance, there must be great intelli-
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gence among the people
;
to help that we put forward, for the

instruction of the younger class, perhaps, the items of this

prefatory writing, which, however, is but a crude statement,

a very hasty, imperfect survey of a vast field
;
yet it exhibits

broad principles in a plain manner, must suggest tnought, and

will doubtless with many, induce as is most desirable, a more
thorough study of the succeeding pages.



The Primitive Forms of Money.

Money (from the Latin or Italian word moneta), is practi-

cally the name of anything received by common consent, at a

stated value, in general exchange.

Money of Account is an ideal unit of value.

Currency is money put to use, a medium of exchange kept

in circulation as cash.*

The first and most imperative need of man, has been de-

clared to be as.sociation with his fellows, and of this, money Is

the recognized instrument, the medium of commerce, a custo-

mary equivalent, and. when so ordained, a legal tender in pay-

ment of all debts.

The primitive forms of money were articles of barter, some

of which, by use as the means and measure of trade, in time

acquired a special “ value in exchange,” in excess of that “ value

in use” originally belonging to them. Thus was established

an artificial standard of valuation, continually growing more

and more abstract, until there was conceived an ideal money

* According to the strict nomenclature of the science of political econo-

my, the use of the word money is limited to mean a metallic circulation

of a medium of exchange, conventional measures of value, whether im-

mediate like gold and silver, or lubstitutive like Treasury notes, bank bills

and their analogies, being designated by the generic term Currency.

Nevertheless, great authors have varied in terms, and the scope and pur-

pose of the present writing it seems ma^ be better served by the use of

words and phrases as here defined.

(14)
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of account, in which, the familiar name of some common arti-

cle, once made the standard of traffic (though perhaps long

superseded), became the denominational unit of arithmetical

monetarj calculation.

Without a full comprehension of moneys of account, an un-

derstanding of the true nature of money, in all its forms, is

impossible. Money of account may, or may not, have a ma-

terial representative. The unit of value, however derived or

expressed, becomes fixed in the mind, is “committed to the

memories of a whole nation,” and comes to be, in relation to

valuation, that which leagues, miles, feet and inches, are to

distance
;
which degrees, minutes and seconds, are to angles

;

what a scale of proportion is to a geographical map, an archi-

tectural, or other plan. Money of account, is in fact, an ideal

and “arbitrary scale of equal parts, invented for measuring the

respective value of things vendable.”

The use of money of account, cannot be mechanical, but is

mental only
;
a matter of arithmetic. The money of account

of the bank of Venice, which remained the same for five hun-

dred years, had no coins to correspond with it
;

it was merely

an idea, and yet, the value of all coins and commodities, was

expressed in and by it. A money of account is a language, in

which, all values or prices may be expressed, and by means of

which, the relative value of commodities may be stated. It

is something every one carries in his mind, as he does his

knowledge of words or of arithmetic, and in so doing, he is

quite independent of thoughts of coinage or circulating notes.

Montesquieu noted among the natives of the coast of Africa,

in the 18th century, an ideal money, which is described as a

“sign of value without money.” The unit of this money of

account, was denominated macoute^ which was subdivided into

tenths, designated by a word which signified pieces. This de-

nomination of value, according to later information, had its

origin in the macoute^ a piece of cloth, or fabricated stuff of

the country, which had been used as an article of barter.

Mungo Park, who traveled in Africa from 1795 to 1797 and
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perished on his journey there, begun in 1805, stated, that

when the Mandingoes, of the western coast of Africa between

lat. 10° and 14° N. and Ion. 6° and 10° West, including the

sources of the Senegal and Niger rivers, began trade with Eu-

ropeans, the article which was most valued by them, was iron,

on account of its great utility in making instruments of war

and tools for the pursuits of peace. Thus iron soon became a

standard of payment, and as the metal was supplied in bars,

there w'as, in the manner already described, presently estab-

lished a money of account. So any article, or any quantity of

a commodity, supposed to be worth as much as a bar of iron,

was denominated “a bar,” and accounts were kept and trade

regulated accordingly.

When the different South Sea islands were discovered, at

various periods from A. D. 1511 to 1770 and thereafter, the

natives accepted from the Europeans, beads or any gaudy

thing which was offered them
;
but they soon discovered the

superior value of iron in various forms, and then e.xchanged

their products for axes, hammers, nails and similar things.

Axes were after a time found so useful, they would sell any-

thing they had for them, and axes became the basis of a money
of account, the value of all other things being reckoned in

“axes,” that is to say, calculated by comparison with that of

these highly-prized tools. Axes were then the money of ac-

count of this j>eople.

According to Dr. Ileinrich Barth, an enterprising German

explorer, a native of the city of Hamburg, who traveled in

Northern Africa in 1845 and in Central Africa alone from 1861

to 1856, the ancient standard of the commerce of Barnoo,

Central Africa, was the pound of copper, which the }>eople of

that country called roil. The u.se of the pound of copper as a

medium of exchange, was abandoned in Barnoo long ago, but

the name roil still remained, as the unit of a money of account,

in which, the cost of commodities was reckoned. Although

cotton cloth, shirts, cowry shells, and other goods, with

Spanish and Austrian dollars in silver, were used as money,
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the value of them all, was expressed in rolls. The Chinese,

like other people, first conducted their trade on the basis of

barter, yet they have had a coinage of metal from almost pre-

historic eras. This coinage was used by merchants, as early

as 2853 B. C., but the husbandmen and common people, still

traded by exchange in kind. To facilitate this barter, a great

national m irket was established 2737 B. C. The names of

the early Chinese coins, such as “Merchandise Money,” “Mer-

chandise Cloth,” and the like, with their forms, in rude re-

semblance of garments, knives, or other things of most com-

mon use, show this currency was preceded by a more or less

definitely conceived money of account, originating in the same

manner as in the examples already given, of more modern

date. The Iwstory of every country, or tribe, which has in-

dependently made its progress from barbarism to even jiartial

civilization, could be made to furnish .some illustration of this

method.

For the article of money itself, as currently passing from

hand to hand, in the course of trade, very dissimilar things

and materials have been used. Some idea of the very earliest

forms of money, may be had from the preceding j-)ages upon

The Origin of Money. The mere barbarian in his nakedness,

tendered fruit.s, or the products of the cha.se. He who had

'become a little more advanced, would offer the hide or peliry

in which he had learned to wrap himself, selling sometimes,

as may be imagined, his clothes for food, or grown more pru-

dent, be provided with a dressed bide for the particular pur-

pose of barter. To meet in any satisfactory degree, the re-

quirements of commerce, money should be of uniform value,

divisible and portable. The less the bulk of money, except

when made exceedingly small, the greater its convenience.

Cattle, which were used as money in ancient Greece, about

1384 B. C. to 1184 B. C., and afterwards, and in Rome, some

600 B. C., and for some generations after, fluctuated but little

in value, under ordinary circumstances, being always in de

mand for u.se and for food, and always costing about the same
B
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.amount of labor to produce. They could be readily counted,

and when fully grown, and in good condition, were of some-

thing like the same resj^ective or average value. Though a

bulky and unwieldly consideration, flocks and herds were

readily transferred and could be driven from point to point at

the pleasure of the receiver. The poet Homer, between 1000

H. C. .and 800 B. C., refers to cattle as a medium of exchange,

stating that the armor of Diomede, one of his heroes of pre-

ceding ages, cost only nine oxen, while that of Glaucus cost

a hundred oxen. From the Latin word p«c«s, signifying cat-

tle, is derived another term pecunia, or pecuntarius, and from

this, the French pecuniaire, and the English pecuniary, de-

fined to mean : 1. Rel.ating to money. 2. Consisting of money.

In Britain, at the time of the Norman Conquest, there were

two kinds of money in use. These were de.scrilx3d as “living

money” and dead money. The living money, consisted of

slaves and cattle, and were generally transferred with the land

upon which they lived and labored. Dc.ad money, consisted

of coined metals, or of metals in quantity.

Under the Koman Cmsars, land was m.ade money, an ar-

rangement possible only in a state of high political civiliza-

tion, where the j)rivilegcs of property were maintained, records

preserved, and respect for the laws enforcetl. 'I'lic ancient

Russians, Ix'.fore, and under Ruric the Varangian chief, called

to the throne A. D. 862, in common with some other barbaric

or semi-barbaric people, used the skins of wild anim.als as

money. The same was done by the North American Indians

when in their aborigin.al condition, and sub.sequcntly by the

English and Dutch colonies. Early in the settlement of the

centr.al ]>art of the United States, the jhoneers in Illinois .and

some other jd.aoes, h.ad a currency of deer skins and peltries

of the raccoon. A similar form of money, probably existed

in prehistoric times in the Chinese empire, for at the begin-

n ng of the jwriod Yuen Sen, there w.as a money of account,

represented by “v.aluablc skins,” termed Phi-Pi^ an account

of which is given in the description of Chine.se money in this
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work. These skins were made to represent a value of $644,00

United States money, being elaborately figured and highly or-

namcnterl, suggesting crudely, the idea of a Treasury note or

Government bond, seeming to partake somewhat, of the na-

ture of each of them. Salt has been used as money in the

African nation of Abyssinia, and salted and dried codfish, were

made to serve the same purpose in Ireland and Newfoundland.

In the English- American colony of Massachusetts, about A, I).

1635, Indian corn, beans, wheat, barley, rye, pca.s, boards, cod-

fish, horses, sheep, swine, go.ats, asses, lead bullets, and a gen-

eral barter currency were used, in common with a limited

amount of copper, silver and gold coin as money, all circu-

lating together, according to law. In China, some 1400 or

more years B. C., the shell of the cowry, of the small variety

denominated Cyprse moneta, was hoarded as money by the

miserly, and no doubt passed current. In some parts of India,

and in the Indian islands and Africa, these same cowry shells

have long been used in the place of small coin. In 1851, it is

stated, more than a ttiousand tons of cowry shelhs, were

shipped from India to Liverpool, England, to be exported to

the African coast, in exchange for palm oil. In Bengal, about

a century ago, 2500 cowries were reckoned at one rupee of the

value of from forty-six to fifty cents. In 1875, 3200 cowries

were to be had for the ru[)ee.

The author of “The Coins of the Jews,” Mr. Madden, writes

that: “In the British West India Islands, pins, a slice of

bread, a pinch of snuff, a dram of whisky, and in the central

part of South America soap, chocolate, oocoa-nut.s, eggs, etc.,

were current articles used as money. Adam Smith states,

that sugar was regarded as money, in some of the English

West India colonies. At the great International fair held an-

rTually at Nizhini Novgorod in Russia, the price of tea has to

be decided and made known, before the prices of other com-
modities are established and advertisal. In this manner, tea

is made the standard of value, by which all exchanges of mer-

chaud'.se arc regulated. In A. D. 1662, the accounts of the
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New Netherlands, Duteli colonies in America, were kept in

licaver skins and Indian shell beads. In Virginia, about the

beginning of the 17th century, and for some time thereafter,

tobacco was ured as money, and even when coin came more

freely into use, large transactions were generally settled by the

transfer of receipts issued for tobacco deposited in the public

warehouses. Thus these valuable documents, always redeema-

ble in tobacco, which was money, passed from hand to hand

for value received, just as a Treasury note or Bank bill now
circulates.

One of the most remarkable of the primitive forms of money
was the currency of the Aljonhin or Aljonquin North Ameri-

can Indians, which from time immemorial to a late date in

the last century, was used by the natives of the Atlantic coast,

and by the Ilodensaume Konoshion, or Iriquois Confedera-

tion, commonly called “The Five Nations,” or as later orga-

nized, “The Six Nations,” and by other interior tribes, west-

ward to the Mississippi. This currency consisted of beads

made from various shells, varieties of iha Buccinum and others,

and A\as called by the Dutch colonists in America Zeicmit, by

the Ficnch Porcclaine^ and generally known among the Eng-

lish settlers as Wampum. •

The Indians themselves called their money Sewan, of which

there were two kinds. The first and most valuable, was of a

dark violet, purple color, and was made from the dark part of

shells of the common round hard-shelled clam, Venus Mer-

' cenaria.

In 1628, Roger Williams, the founder of religious liberty

in Rhode Island, a man of great truthfulness, kind hearted,

and very intimate and influential with the Indians of New
England, gave the following account of their current money:

“it is of two kinds—white, which they make of the stem «r

stock of the periwinkle—after all the shell is broken oft’. Of

this kind, si.x of the small beads are current, with the English

jxjnny. The other kind is the purple, which is made of the

shell of a fish, which is called Jlcns-jxnquahock

;

and of this
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dcscriptioa three are equal to au Eaglish penny.” The In-

dian word Hens-poquahock^ being almost unpronounceable by

Englishmen, was rendered through corruption of language as

“Peguonuck” or “Poquonuck,” and also by variation of dia-

lect as “Quahaug” or Quohaug,”

The Indians used no salt in their cookery, and preserved

their meats and fish by drying and smoking; at the seashore,

between the Delaware and Massachusetts bays, they dug,

boiled, strung and dried clams, which were used to season

their insipid fare. The shells of the Quahaug, as the round

clam is still called in New England, after being emptied and

their contents saved for food, were broken in pieces, to secure

the black or purple “eye” of the shell. From this the dark

purple beads were made, which were called Suckauhock, or

Suckanhock, by the Indians. From around the mouth of

Delaware bay, northward, along the coast of New Jersey, Long
Island and New England, are to be found numerous heaps or

small mounds of shell, all in a fragmentary condition, and

lacking the dark portion. The completely broken state of

the shell, distinguishes the shell heaps of Indian origin, from

the numerous small piles of more or less perfect shells, created

through the bivalve consuming tendencies of the more modern

“palefaces” from Europe.

The second and much less valuable sort of the Seivan,

was while, being inade in most cases from tlie stem of the

.shell of the periwinkle Litlorihce,' This white kind of the

Sewan was called Wampum^ a word derived from an Indian,

Ahjonkin or Ahjonquin root signifying white. This name
was varied by the Indians, according to the forms into which

the beads were wrought, but by the whites at random, indif-

ferently, apficaring as wampain, wampamiyegc, wampampeage,
or /^eaye, in the same public colonial document. The vicinity

of Hackensack, N. J., and the shore of Long Island, N. Y.,

was the great center for the manufacture of these shell beads.

Long Island was called by the Indians Sewan~hacky (sewan-

land), and the circulating mediuna there issued was very ex-



22 DYE'S COIN EXCYCLOPjEDIA.

tensively used as money among all race;; uj)on the eastern part

of the North American continent. Another famous place of

manufacture, was at Cape May Point, New Jersey, at the

mouth of Delaware bay.

In making these beads, the Indians first broke the different

shells, so as to secure the portion they desired, and then by

chipping the fragments of shell with a sharp chisel of flint,

they formed them into cylinders a little larger than the stem

of a common clay pipe, and as long as the nature of the mate-

rial would admit. Through the center of the cylinders, and

on a line with their length, a small hole was bored, about the

sixteenth of an inch in diameter. This hole was required to

run straight from end to end, and to be round and smooth in-

ternally.

The Indians knew nothing of iron and steel and therefore

made all their tools of wood and of stones such as flint, quartz,

and obsidian, a kind of natural glass, of volcanic origin. Of

these they not only made axes, spear heads, arrow tips, and

similar things, but also formed knives, so keen that they were

used to skin and dress game, or even as razors, to crop and

trim their hair. Of such material was the drill originally

used upon the shell beads. This drill w’as operated by means

of a bow in precisely the same way drills made of steel are

now used in certain ca.ses by jewelers, watchmakers and other

civilized mechanics. "With such drills the Indians not only-

bored beads and short cylinders from various colored shells,

but also manufactured from steatite or soap stone, thin tubes

as large as a man’s finger and si.x or eight inches long.

Whether they had anything like the turning lathe for the

outside finish of such work is uncertain, but relics have been

found in the Southern States of what must have been a pot-

ter’s wheel of the aboriginal time. The Indians were very

accurate of sight, and when exempt from the curse of rum,

exceedingly steady of nerve. The squaws, especially the old

women, were very industriou.s, and from their hands came the

bead.s, and the articles of clothing, upon which they were used



THE PRIMITIVE FORMS OF MONEY. 23

as ornaments. The Indian women were not deficient in the

keen-sighted dexterity peculiar to their race, but the manu-

facture of shell beads by the means they used, must have taxed

to the utmost their skill and patience.

The drilling was the most difficult part of the operation;

when this was successfully accomplished, the cylinders were

ground into a true form by rubbing them on sharp gritted

stones, and then carved into globular or semi-cylindrical beads,

which were carefully finished .and nicely polished.

Sometimes much larger pieces, of an ornamental character,

were made from large fine shells, bored in the same way as the

soap-stone tubes. These have been found as long and big as

the forefinger of a full-grown man. For such, the Indi.ans

were willing to pay four or six good well-dressed deer skins.

They were very constant and steady in their estimate of the

value of their currcnc}', yet at one time paid Massachusetts

two hundred fathom of the .same, an amount which even if

all Wampum, must have been worth a thousand Massachusetts

silver shillings.

The work upon which Wampum was used as an ornament,

was often quite artistic and handsome. A.side from their

color, the Indians critici.sed the beads as to form and finish, the

usages of aboriginal commerce requiring that they should be

of uniform size and regular shape, smoothly bored in the cen-

ter. When a quantity of beads had been made, they were

.strung upon thre.ads or strings, made from the sinews of the

deer, or woven into various kinds of belts. To test the shell

bcjids, the Indians drew the strings of Sewan deftly .across their

noses; if they found them smooth, uniform, and well strung,

they pa.ssed for full value. The imperfect beads, or those worn

and abraded by u.se, were refused or .accepted at a large dis-

count.

In making payments of Sewan, small amounts were c muted

in loose beads, one of the violet purple SuckauhocJ:, being con-

sidered equal in value, to two of the white Wamjmm. In

making large payments the reckoning was by the fathom of
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strung Wampum or Suckauhock, the same being meivsured by

the spread arms of an Indian. A fair fathom of Suckauhock

was worth ten shillings, and one of Wampum five shillings.

The Sewan of the North American Indian was a true money,

though of savage origin. The Suckauhock served the same

purpose for which gold coin is used, while the Wampum, le.ss

in value, was as currency, of the nature of silver. The units

of value were the beads, which counted one by one, measured

in strings by the fathom, or tendered in quantity as wrought

into belts, effectively represented a money of account, which

was for an unknown time, the comparatively accurate measure

of value for a very considerable amount of commerce.

The Sewan was not used as money alone, but as an orna-

ment, for which it was wrought in various forms upon arti-

cles of Indian clothing, and also used for ear-rings and neck-

laces, armlets, bracelets, belts, etc. It was used in all treaties

and on all public occasions, a string or belt of the vari-colored

beads being given to bind each article of a compact, or treaty,

and a broad “treaty belt,” called by the Indians Wampum-
pague or Wampumpeye, being delivered as a solemn ratifica-

tion of the whole. On these treaty belts, elaborate figures

were wrought, in beads of different colors, the form and de-

sign of which, was not arbitrary, but systematic, and arranged

so as to form a record of an event, or the terms of a contract,

in hieroglyphs and designs that could be read. The Indian

money was so convenient, that in the urgency of their cir-

cumstances, the Dutch, French, and English American colo-

nies, adopted it as a medium of exchange, and in one case as a

money of account, for in 1662, the records of the New Neth-

erlands colony “were kept in Wampum and beaver skins.”

In 1687, it was ordered in Ma.ssachusett.s, that Wampam-
peye should pass “six a penny,” for any sum under twelvepcnce;

of which, and subsequent legislation upon the same subject, an

account may be found in this work, under the head of the

Colonial Silver Coinage of Massachusetts. The New Nether-

lands accepted Sewan in trade, the better sort being as current
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as silver for a long time. In 1640, Wampum was voted “to

goo six a penny” in New Haven, The Seican was the cur-

reney of New Netherlands in 1641. At New Amsterdam,

now New York city, “four beads of good black, well strung

wampum^ or eight of the white,” were reckoned of the value

of one Slui/ver, a Dutch coin worth about a cent. In 1650,

“there being at present no other specie,” Sewan was made law-

fully current, at the rale of three black or six white bends of

“commercial Sewan,” or four black and six white “of the

ba.se strung,” for one Slvyvcr—the rate ordered “to goe” in

New Haven. By this financial arrangement, the drain of

“.specie” into New England is said to have been checked.

The Dutch Commi-s.sary Huddeyof Fort Nas.sau, a Dutch tra-

ding post on Delaware bav, now Gloucester, New Jersey, com-

plained in 1648, that the Indians made trade too much against

the New Netherlands Company, which he represented, as they

invariably, when paid for furs, .selected very long-anncd In-

dians to measure the fathoms of strung beads requiretl.

Jos.slyn, an early writer of Indian history, declared that the

makers of Wampum wrought so cunningly that “neither Jew
nor Devil could counterfeit” their work. However, the

Dutcli at Albany, N. Y., by use of lathe.s, drills and turning

looks, made and sold a great deal of a very superior kind of

Sewan in their extensive trade with the Five Nations or Iri-

quois Confederation. There were at one time, sixty or.seventy

shops in Albany, where Sewan was made, and the Indians

called the town Laaphanaclinrj— ?. e., “the place of stringing

Wamjmm." Sewan was also made in other places by poor

people. As late a.s 1756, Jacob Spicer, a merchant of Cape

May, New Jersey, advertised that he was ready to buy Wam-
pum (SuckauhocL), and offered a reward of five pounds, to the

person who should manufacture the most of this article. The
merchant .secured a quantity of the Sucicau/iock, and before

sending it off to a market, at Albany, weighed a .shot bag full

of .silver coin, and counted the .same .shot bag full of the Indian

currency, and found the latter most valuable by ten per cent.
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These imitations of the Indian eurrency, being made with

the superior tools of civilized men, were generally an improve-

ment upon the original. They were not as has been stated

counU-r/eits, in the sense in which that word is properly used

to describe base or illegal coinages which reproduce the ap-

pearance of the authorized metallic currency of a nation. Any
Indian who could find the shells of the periwinkle, or dig tho.se

of the clam, and who had a squaw skillful enough to make
good beads, could without ofience start a mint on his own re-

sponsibility, and go on making any form of Indian money
without hindrance, so long as there was no lack of material

or any refu.sal to labor. The making of shell beads was merely

a form of industry, and when the whites introduced machinery

in aid of the art, the Indian was very ready to accept the im-

proved product
;

he grew rajiidly rich for a time—in Sc-

wan—but presently, as may lie surmi.'^ed, found himself suf-

fering, in his peculiar way, all the evils which follow a sujiera-

bundant inflation of the currency of any people. Just as the

Indian had a natural right to make bead.s, so the spirit of the law

allows any citizen of the United Slates to make coins of any ma-

terial—the prohibition is against tresj)ass uj>on what is like a

trade mark, the form and design of legalized coin. To counter-

feit or imitate the.se, as a wholcor in part, in any metal, is felony.

The Narragamsett and Pequod tribes of Indians, inhabitants

of Connecticut, Rhode Island and Mas.sachu.setts, who, as well

as the Long Island Indians, were able to produce Scican on

their shores, kept them.sclvcs rich and powerful by the use of

it, until long after their contact with white men. The Cape

May Indians, the Delaware, or Lenni-Lennape tribe, held simi-

lar advantages, and the accumulated refu.se of their work,

shows they were not crirclcss of their ojjportunities. The In-

dians of Long Island owed at last their enslavement or severe

subjugation by the Mohawks, to their facility for making

bead.s; being cruelly overrun, roblxjd, and compelled to pay

their plunderers, conquerers and taskmasters, a he;ivy annual

tribute of Sewan.
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Tlie most primitive forms of money of which there is

any evidence. on the American continent, have been exhumed

from aboriginal graves and mounds in the Ohio and Mis.

sissippi valleys; it being the custom of the pre-traditional

mound builders, as well as the red Indian proper, his suc-

cessor, to bury the treasures of the dead in the grave with

them.

The specimens of money found with the bones of the Abo-

rigines, were composed of lignite, coal, bone, shell, terra cotta,

mica, pearl, carnelian, chalcedony, agate, quartz, jasper, lily-

encrinite and native gold, silver, copper, lead and iron, all

fashioned into forms manifesting a considerable degree of skill

in the rudimentary lines of art. In 1838, a great quantity of

Lifjnite and Goal money, was found in a small oblong oval

mound, on the banks of the Miami river, in Ohio; the largest

of which was about an inch in diameter, the size of the old

cent of the United States, but much thicker than that copper

coin. Some of the.se pieces were perforated with sixteen small

holes. The faces of others were in.scribed with from five to

eight parallel lines, and on one specimen the lines were crossed,

forming diamond-shaped figures. This lignite and coal money,

when brought to the surface, soon crumbled to disintegration,

and the signs of inscriptions upon it were too indistinct to be

of value to the archeologist.

A part of tlie specimens of Bone money were strange indeed

in their material. They were about the same size as the pieces

of lignite and coal just de.scribed, and were wrought out of the

interior and e.xterior tables of the human skull; also of the

bones of the thigh, the shoulder blades and the knee-pan of

human subjects—probably relics of enemies .slain in battle or

of prisoners subseqtiently offered in sacrifice, or tortured to

death, relics of su|)erstition, or symbols of revenge, a senti

ment which was esteemed an exalted virtue among North

American Indians, and also, probably, by the mound builders

who held the land before them. Some of this bone money
was made from the tusks and ribs of the gigantic mastadon,
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the enameled portions of the teeth of the alligator, and from

the bones of the gar and the cattish.

Pieces of Shell money may be found in every aboriginal

mound; they were made of different shells, from that of the

fresh water clam, up to that of the huge Sea Conch. Their

colors were quite various, and they made beautiful samples of

aboriginal w’ork. They were generally about the size of the

coal and bone money already noted, with eccentric lines carved

upon them, and in some cases bearing figures. Some pieces

of the shell money were found as large as two inches and a

half in diameter.

The Terra- Cotta money was formed from clay, tempered

with bone dust, and also from ferruginous matter. Some of

its varieties were of a beautiful red color. The devices upon

these pieees were numerous, and generally on one side, but

occasionally upon both. They consisted of birds, frogs,

snakes, and many other eurious figures; but, above all, of the

heart and the extended hand.

The emblem of an open hand has been used by various

races from prehistoric times in widely separated parts of the

earth. It was known in India, is found on the old monuments

of Egypt, may be traced to Phcenecia, and is inscribed on the

Cyclopean architecture and gigantic idols of the ancient Mexi-

cans. The Quadratic an ancient Roman coin, bore the figure

of an open hand; it was a symbol of primitive Christianity;

the mound-building Indians made use of it, as is shown by

their relics, and the wild tribes of North America still stamp

the open hand upon their tanned buffalo skins and the cover-

ings of their habitations. The open hand was adopted by the

primitive Christians as a symbol of the first person of the

Trinity, having from time immemorial, ^en used as an em-

blem, as an ideographic sign, or as a hieroglyph, to denote life,

power, impartation, providence and the like attributes of Di-

vine character. The open hand has in the same way been

l)orne upon military standards, as the ensign of an assumed

heaven-derived political authority. Among the Dacota tribe

I
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of Indians, the impress of an open hand upon the garments or

tlie sides of the wigwam of an Indian, is a mark of nonor due

his virility and courage; when struck in red, it signifies that

he has sufieied a wound from the enemy
;
and when in black,

it shows that he has taken the life of an enemy. The mean-

ing of the open hand upon the pieces of money taken from

Indian graves, and from aboriginal mounds, may not be de-

fined, yet the wide-spread use of this emblem is significant and

probably indicates former intercourse and a measurable com-

munity of ideas between the ancient races and nations who em-

ployed it in Asia and Europe and the Aboriginiesof America.

The hand, in one or another form and degree of exten-

sion, was very anciently a symbol and gesture of tlie phallic

system, the type of reproductive powers of generation derived

from the Infinite life. Either from adoption of a foreign sym-

bol, or perhaps by natural suggestion and selection of such an

image, the Indian may, in expression of a similar sense, have

used the open hand as the hieroglyph of his totem, significant

of the name of his ancestor, his supposed guardian spirit, and

that of his tribe. It would be a prolonged and complex labor

to follow the subject of this symbol through all its fiir-reaching

ramifications and correspondences
;

its suggestions are of over-

whelming interest to the antiquarian, to the ethnologist and

the student of religion
;
the topic is, however, but one of the

many of like nature which present themselves to whoever in-

telligently undertakes the researches of the numismatologist.

The Stone money occurs in great quantities in the aboriginal

mounds. The pieces were composed of carnelian, jasper, agate,

quartz and chalcedony
;
also of common sandstones and slate.

The size of the stone money varied from half an inch to eight

inches in diameter, being in many instances very highly pol-

ished, and occasionally figured over with hieroglyphics and

other devices. Some of the pieces bore the ancient rock alpha-

bet of si.xtecn right and acute-angled single strokes u.sed by

the Pelasgi, the supposed aboriginal inhabitants of Western

Asia, the first known people of the Greek peninsula.
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The Lily Encrinite money was also found in great quanti-

ties. This animal petrifaction is formed of long-jointed stems,

composed of calcareous divisions or plates closely fitting each

other
;
they are generally found .separated, and it is these di-

visions of the stem which are denominated fairy stones or St.

Cuthbert’s beads. In this wonderful result of nature, the

Aborigines had a money properly fa.shioned and beautifully

ornamented, without labor in design or workmanship, it being

a natural, round piece, bearing a star surrounded by many fine

rays. From the care with which it was preserved, they must

have valued it highly.

The Lead and Iron money was also found in large quanti-

ties in and about the small mounds in the valley of the Mis-

sissippi. The pieces were variou.sly ornamented, some with

dots and lines, and others with an arc surmounted by a short,

stubby cross. The Egyptians u.sed this hieroglyph to denote

life, and in the Coptic churches it was freciuently substituted

for the Cross. IIow the Aborigines of America, the ancient

Egyptians and the Copts came to use this emblem in common,

will perhaps remain a secret forever.

Of the Copper money, the aboriginal mounds contain large

quantitie.s—in one grave at Grave Creek Mound, sixty pieces

of this copper money, beads, or .sections of small copper tubes,

were e.xhumed. These copper beads, or money, rc.semble open

or un.soldered oblong tube.s, half an inch to two inches in

length, with no inscription or design whatever.

The Silver money found in Perry County, Ohio, was a cir-

cle of irregular shaj>e, and in diameter about three-fourths of

an inch. It bore a device of waving, parallel lines, about four

in number. On some pieces were rude designs of human

figures and bird.s, as well as snakes and other reptiles.

Specimens of Gold money were occasionally found in the

form of small lumps or balls, slightly flattened, and irregular

on their edges. Several have been found in Louisiana and

Mis.sissippi. In 1845, a mound was opened at Old Fort Rosa-

lie, near Natchez, and one of these gold balls, slightly flattened.
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weighed upwards of two pennyweights. A similar specimen

of very fine gold was found in Ross County, Ohio, lying in

the palm of the hand of a skeleton. Another gold piece was

found in Perry County, Ohio; the face of it bore two figures

roughly shaped—a man and a bird, besides four footprints of

the latter.

The Hebrews who had no coin of their own until the time

of the Maccabees, who ruled in Judea from 166 to 63 B. C.,

had a jewel money—a currency of precious stones, a very

portable form of wealth, of which the diamond is to-day the

costly e.xample. Though almost everything of value has, as

herein described, been used as money, yet in all cases where a

proper currency has been established, men have been com-

pelled, by what seem irresistible reasons, to value money com-

posed of metals, above all other mediums of exchange or com-

modities whatever. Difterent metals have been used as money,

of which iron among the Mandingoes of Africa, copper among

those of Barnoo, in the center of the same continent, with lead,

iron, copper, silver, and gold, among the former inhabitants

of North America, have already been noticed. The metals

were first used in various forms as articles of barter, but

gradually assumed the character of a general medium of ex-

change. In an age when the only wealth of importance was

cattle, the almost imperishable and ever useful products of the

mine, came to be highly esteemed on account of the facility

with which they could be accumulated and preserved. The
primitive forms of metallic money were rude bars, without

any stamp or coinage, like those from which the Mandingoes

derived their money of account, as has been herein described.

“Iron was the common instrument of commerce among the

ancient Spartans, about 830 B. C., copper among the ancient

Romans, about 753 B. C., and gold and silver among all rich

and commercial nations.” Tirnaeus, an ancient historian, as

reported by Pliny (Plin. Hist. Nat. lib. 33, cap. 3), wrote that

till the time of Servius Tullius, about 550 B. C., the Romans
had no coined money, but instead made use of unstamped bars



32 DYE'S COL\ ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

of copper, to purchase whatever they had occasion for. Hude

unstamped ingots of good copper, or bronze, generally spoken

of as brass, were long current money among the ancient iio-

mans. These ingots were somewhat of the form of a brick,

and were cast to weigh an as, a libra, or pondo, a Koman pound

each, and were denominated by either of these three Latin

words, which signify a pound. The as, libra, or pondo, was

the Roman money of account—a pound of copper, as with the

negroes of Barnoo. The British money of account, the pound

sterling, in the time of Edward I, surnamed Longshanks, king

of England from A. D. 127-i to A. D. 1807,- signified an Eng-

lish “Tower” pound of silver, of standard (sterling) finene.ss

or purity. This “ Tower pound ” was so named, because the

money was Aveighed at the Tower of London. It was some-

what heaver than the Roman as, and less than the jxmnd of

Troyes. The French money of account, the livre, in the time

of Charlemagne, A. D. 768 to A. D. 814, signified a pound

Troyes weight of silver of standard fineness. The fair held

at that epoch, at Troyes, in Champaign of France, was fre-

quented by representatives of all the nations of Europe, hence

the weights and measures of so famous an international market

were widely known and e.Ktensively used. The Troyes pound

was introduced as the standard weight of the British mint, in

A. D. 1517, the eighteenth year of Henry the VIII, and as the

“pound Troy” is now used in general for weighing the pre-

cious metals, jewels, drugs and other of the more valuable

commodities. The shilling was originally a name for a weight;

an old English law of the time of Henry III, fixes the xvAykt

of a loaf of bread, at “eleven shillings and fourpencc.” His-

tory fails to inform us when gold and silver were first used as

money.

In the Hebrew Scriptures, Gen. XIII, 2, we read that Abra-

ham returned from Egypt, some 2000 years B. C., “very rich

in cattle, in silver, and in gold.” In Gen. XVII, 12, we find

the expression :
“ He that is born in the house or bought with

money of any stranger.” In Gen. XXI II it is recorded that
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Sarah, the wife of Abraham, being dead, he bought from Eph-

ron a field in Machpelah as a burial place for her, and that he

“weighed to Ephron the silver which he had named in the

audience of the sons of Ueth, four hundred shekels of silver,

current money with the merchant.” It is to be observed, this

current money was weighed, not counted, being pieces of sil-

ver supposed to be cut to certain weights, such as shekels and

talents, but unstamped, as was the practice in that age.

Before the introduction of coin into Greece, about 800 B. C.,

there was a money current there which consisted of “spits”

or “skewers,” of which six formed a drachm^ or drachma^

which Avord signified a handful. This money is supposed to

have been a kind of nails of iron, fi’he drachma was the unit

of the Grecian money of account, and it, and the divi.sions and

subdivisions of the same, were subsequently represented by

.silver coins. In certain parts of Africa, purchases are made

from the ne<j;roes for strini?s of beads of various kinds, or coils

of brass wire, which they use as money and for ornaments.

One color of beads, or one kind of wire, will pass freely and

others be refused, much according to the fancy or conceit of

the natives. At Bonny, in the gulf of Guinea, the British

traders paid out copper in the form of open rings some three

inches or more across, made of round copper rods, some half

an inch in diameter. These rings were so forged that when

the open ends were brought in contact, they fitted end to end

by a chamfer, forming an armlet, or anklet, in complete circu-

lar form. They were shipped from England in cask.s, but

• among the negroes clasped for security on wooden poles, or

linked into chains, when not worn upon the pcr.son of the

OAvner. This copper ring money is of comparatively recent

use at Bonny, and has proved a great convenience in the com-

merce of the blacks of the coast with the sable nations of the

interior. Adam Smith states, that about A. D. 1776, in a

certain tOAvn of Scotland, Great Britain, it Avas customary for

Avorkmen to carry nails as money to the bake-shop and the

ale-house,

c
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One of the most entirely primitive forms of record is the

talli/, to make which unlettered men mark numbers, quantiticM

and events, by cutting notches or “scores” on a convenient

stick. Hence, an account is sometimes spoken of as a score.

F.-om prehistoric times the accounts of the Saxon kings of

England were kept upon such notched sticks, which under the

name of “ Exchequer tallies ” were kept in use by the English

Exchequer until A. D. 1783, and are remarkable in connection

with the subjects of money and finance. For many years be-

fore the disuse of the tallies noted, the English Exchequer

checked its accounts by them in the following manner : A
store of hazel, ash, or willow wands was kept for the use of

the Treasury
;
when thoroughly seasoned and prepared, they

were inscribed on the one side with notches, and on the other

with Roman numerals, both the notches and the numerals

being made to record and signify exactly the same sum of

money, in any amount which the business of the Treasury re-

quired it to make a promise of payment.

The date of the deposit or credit, and that when j)ayment

would fall due, and the name of the person having the claim

upon the Trejisury, was also inscribed upon the tally. The

Depuh' Chancellor of the Exchequer then split the tally .stick,

by use of a knife and a mallet, through its middle in such a

way as to divide the checks, so that each ])iecc bore a half of

the Roman numerals, and a half of each one of the notches.

One part of the wand was then given to the creditor of the

Exchequer, and the other half stored in the vaults of the

Treasury. Tlie notches on the tally difiered in breadth and

manner of cutting
;
one stood for a penny, another for a shil-

ling, a pound, twenty pounds, one hundred jiounds, a thousand

pounds, and so on, according to their dimensions, the notch&s

Iteing read as easily and accurately as the Roman or any other

kind of numerals which could have been used for the .same

|)urpose.

When the obligation of the Tretisury, of which the tally

was an acknowledgment, b(‘<!aine payable, he who held the
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tally in possession, presented it at the office of the Exchequer

and demanded his money, as figured thereon. Then the piece

of the tally presented was matched with the corresponding

part in the Treasury, and being found to fit and form the com-

plete record, the money was paid and the reunited halves of

the tally stored away together, for ready reference in proof of

settlement.

In 1607, while the old metallic currency of England and the

realm, was being wholly recoined and brought up to standard

weight, the scarcity of currency caused extreme embarrasment

to both the government and the Bank of England. The credit

of the government and that of the bank sunk very low, and

in the crisis, the king’s Exchequer made an issue of Exchequer

tallies, for various sums to the amount of hundreds of thou-

.sands of pounds sterling. These public securities, evidences

of indebtedness on the part of the government, circulated as

money, of which they were certainly an unique variety. Un-

fortunately the currency of Exchequer tallies soon depreciated

to some forty per cent, of their nominal value
;
meantime the

bank’s bills were at 20 per centum discount. A bold expedi-

ent was used. The bank advertised new capital to the amount

of £1,000,000, ofi'ering to take 80 per centum of the same in

the discredited Exchequer tallies, and in Treasury orders of

no more value. The consequence was, the government was

relieved of £800,000 outstanding promi.ses to pay, which be-

came due the bank, which was an easy creditor of the king

;

and those who bought stock in the bank were made responsible

for its business.

At the union of England and Scotland, a store of hazel rods

for Exchequer tallies was sent to Edinburgh, but were never

made use of there. The u.se of these tallies being abolished

by act of Parliament (Geo. JII, C. 82, 1783), the great quan-

sity of them which had accumulated in the Treasury, stored

there generation after generation, were ordered to be de-

stroyed (4 and 5 "Will. IV. C. 15). The destruction of the

Houses of Parliament by fi.-e, in 1834, is supposed to have
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been caused by the overheating of the flues of the furnaces in

which the old Exchequer tallies were being burned. Such

was the end of that form of money. Troublesome and cum-

brous as it was, the wooden Exchequer tally, for all its .sim-

plicity, seems to have been a more reliable check upon forgery

and fraud, than any of the more elaborate and convenient de-

vices since made use of in England.

Ancient and extensive as the use of money has been, in all

its numerous forms and v.aricd materials, it for the most jiart

merely rcprc.sentcd a value, property which had been created

by human industry and preserved by the organic action of

society. In fact, however convenient money has been found,

and however primitive the forms of the same, there is some-

thing .still more essential, in a formless consideration, the true

original value, expressed only by the free tender of equivalent

.service. Commodities of any and all kinds, derive their value

solely from the fact, that they can be made directly or indi-

rectly to sustain, improve,, or comfort hum.an cxi.stcnce.

Human Life is the one priceless incomjiarablepos.ses.sion;

life is sustained and made better by industry. Labor helps to

live
;
service in any form, is the single absolute primitive con-

sideration, universal tender, perpetual equiv.alent and sole

creator of wealth. This rule is fundamental, and all forms of

society, each pLan of government, every .scheme of finance at-

tempted in ignorance or defiance of the natural law involved,

must first Iiecome an engine for the enslavement and oppression

of the jxjople, and finally be reorganized with more intelligence

and ju.stice, or peri.sh by righteous rebellion in the convulsions

of bloody revolution.

It has been found possible, and even tolerably convenient,

to supply the wants of a v.ast and dcn.-c jwpulation, to develop

a high degree of social order, to supjiort an elaliorately magni-

ficent sy.stem of religion, and thoroughly conduct, over im-

mense territories, in peace or war, a comprehcn.sive and {pains-

taking imperial government, .all without any but the rudest

currency, the most primitive method of exchange.
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Ancient Egypt, “the land of monuments,” contained a popu-

lation of from five to eight millions, a people who founded

most enduring institutions, with imperial dynasties, continuing

one after another for thousands of years in succession
;
a most

industrious and skillful nation, supreme in architecture, grand

in sculpture, remarkable in painting, and practised in vocal

and instrumental music, scientific, philosophical and profound-

ly religious. The early Egyptians carried on an extensive

commerce with neighboring nations, having a most advan-

tageous position for the great traffic which enriched their

country with slaves, cattle, gems, valuable metals and rare ob-

jects of curiosity. The rich products of India and Arabia,

age after age, passed through Egypt on the road to Europe.

Under the earlier dynasties, the chief occupation of the nation

was the rearing of cattle, the cultivation of various kinds of

grain, and the development of architecture.

The Egyptians became a wealthy and luxurious people, in-

dulging in banquets, fishing, fowling, and hunting for pleasure,

and exercising themselves at a variety of games of mingled

chance and dexterity. The nobility lived in splendor and

power, each one of their establishments containing all the

officials, artificers and facilities necessary, completely organ-

ized for its regular maintenance. Art was cultivated in such

places, science and philosophy developed, there they gathered

the wonders and wealth of many strange lands, and arranging

them in museums, collected rare animals of foreign nativity,

which w'cre also kept for ostentatious exhibition.

How all this was done, without money, is not evident, but

such seems to have been the case, unless perhaps certain rings

of gold of given weight, may possibly have formed a sort of

currency; the precious metals were mentioned by pounds

mna, and by ounces kat. “Money, in the form of coin, wa.s

first introduced into Egypt by the Persians,” when that nation

made the conquest of the land of the Nile, under the lead of

their most bloody and ferocious tyrant Cambyses, some 529

to 522 B. C. The Persians held tbe country of Egypt till the



DYE'S COIX EXCYCLOPJCDIA.38

fall of their king Darius III, 336 to 329 B. C., by which time

the use of coin had been made common in many nations.

The Toltecs and Aztecs, cotemporaneous tribes ofthe Nahualtec

or ancient Mexican nation, the earliest known people of this

continent, and their successors, supposed to have been settled

in Mexico from A D. 1200 or earlier, the ruins of w’hose

architecture and monuments are evidence of immense popula-

tions, endless industry, complete organization and high civili-

zation, almost of enlightenment, seem to have left no relic

which could be considered the proof of any varied and exten-

.sive coinage.

In their traffic, this race used the bean of the cacao nut

{Theohroma cacao), a bag of which of certain size, was sup-

posed to represent eight thousand units of their money of ac-

count. They also used feathers, the quills of which were

filled with a quantity of gold dust, which represented four

hundred units of value. Besides, there was an Aztec copper

coin, of a form somewhat like a crucifix, or like the letter T.

By such exceedingly simple means, the whole business of the

ancient Mexicans and their descendants or successors seems to

have been very successfully managed.

The Aymaras, the earliest known inhabitants of the Andine

valleys of south-eastern Peru and north-western Bolivia (a

race who claimed descent from the Collayuas, who at a very

remote period were said to have emigrated from the north),

constituted the sacred island in the great lake Titicaca, the

center of their government, the site of Avonderful temples

dedicated to their religion. Though distinct in language from

the more modern Quichuas, the race of Indians governed by

the Peruvian Incas, the Aymaras resembled them in physical

form and features. To the Aymaras, the people of the Incas

were indebted for a part of their religious rites and the

knowledge of the arts. The Aj/maras were successful tillers

of the soil; they built vast temples of Cyclopean masonry,

and other edifices; they wrought with skill in gold and sil-

ver
;
they were proficient in sculpture and painting, and some-
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what versed in the science of astronomy. Their poetry and

religion were spiritualistic
;
th^ir priests were bound to celi-

bacy, and the dead were held in religious veneration. Of the

Pre-Incarial era of Peruvian history, the age of the Aymaras,

corapaiatively little is to be known, yet the abiding remnants

of their civilization attest the superiority of the race. Their

Cyclopean architecture was copied by the Incas, and the senti-

ments of their philosophy were reverenced by the generations

which followed them.

The religion of the Aymaras was a pure Theism, The

name of God with them was Pachacamac

;

that is to say,

“The Creator of the world”—an invisible and mysterious

Deity. The vast ruins of Tia Iluanacu, 12,930 feet above the

level of the sea, situated in a region which is generally a frozen

desert, at an altitude where the air is so rare as to be hurtful

to the human constitution, are the remains of the capital of

the Aymara government—the sacred city of their religion.

The Aymaras were succeeded by the Quichuas, who made

themselves the dominant race in Peru under the government

of the Incas. The origin of the name of Peru is unknown
;

Manco Capac, the first Inca, is reputed to have come into the

government about A. D. 1062. The Quichuas were a gay,

cheerful and energetic people. They were a nation of indus-

trious workers, labor being enforced upon all, that each might

be provided for and the commonwealth preserved. The pub-

lic industry was divided for three objects. Tlic people worked

the first part of their time, upon lands, the produce of which

was set apart and devoted to the support of their religion, the

worship of the Infinite Creative Life, which they considered

symbolized in the form and functions of the Sun, The second

part of the time, the people tilled their own fields, or were

otherwise employed for their own support, and the rest of the

days were spent in labor for the Incas or upon public works.

The Quichuas were assiduous cultivators of the land; In

dian corn and other grains raised in the vicinity of the tem-

ples at Titicaca, were sent as sacred presents to all parts of the
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great empire. The Inca, though regarded as an embodiment

of divinity himself, a “child of the sun,” tilled the ground,

giving an example of labor, in honor of agriculture. When
the time came for the service of the Inca, the people labored

all together and in great style, with gladness. They dressed

them.selves upon such occasions in their best clothes and went

to the temples and sang hymns, at the rising of the sun. They
received rations when in the public service, and the season

was made a jjatriotic feast and festival. Under the wi.se sway

of the Incas, the Quickuus rose rapidly in civilization and be

came skilled in many of the arts. They spun and wove the

fleeces of the llama, vicuna, and alj>aca, they worked the mines

of gold and silver and created a wonderful system of public

improvements.

The immense stores of gold and silver found in Peru by the

Spanish invaders, were taken from the mines by Indian in-

dustry and skill, and represented the accumulations of centu-

ries among a people who used the precious metals only foi-

purposes of ornament and decoration. The country of Peru

still contains vast mineral and other natural wealth, but thv-

energy and cheerful patience of the Quichua miners is un-

common among the present population of the country. The

amount of silver bullion j)roduccd by the Peruvians from 10<10

to 1303, has been carefully estimated at $1,232,000,000. After

the independence of Peru from Spain, the production of the

precious metals decreased. In 1859, Peru is said to have ex-

ported but $1,000,000 worth of gold and silver, including the

value of all plate, jewelry, and other similar articlc.s sent

abroad. Subsequently, the amount of precious metals mined

in Peru increased to an average of $5,300,000 a year, and in

1873, the quantity of silver bullion raised was valued at

$•5,000,000. Owing to the introduction of modern machinery

and the construction of railroads by Englishmen and citizens

of the United States, the yield of silver may still be much en-

larged and perhaps even rival tne treasure which e.xcited the

cruel cupidity of Pizarro and his avaricious as.sociatcs.
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The houses of the Quichuas were built of adobes or sun-

dried brick, and were jjlanncd with gables, niches, arches and

similar features. Their temples were of these brick, or of

stone. If stone was used, the blocks were cut and finished

with an accuracy and smoothness that cannot be surpassed.

Peru, which to-day has an actual population of about two and

a half millions, under the Incas was the haj>py home of thirty

millions. To provide for these multitudes, vast tracts of arid,

desert lands Avere redeemed and made productive by irriga-

tion, the Avatcr for this purpose being obtained by a wise and

extended system of azequias and aqueducts, and also by exca-

vating until water Avas found. Some of the canals and aque-

ducts connected Avith this S3'^stcrn of public Avatcr Avorks Avere

between four and five hundred miles long. In the grand days

of the great Inca Capac Iluyana^ a national road twenty feet

Avide and betAveen fifteen hundred and two thousand miles

long crossed his territories. To complete this Avork, Avhich

was for foot passengers and pack llamas only, the people

having no horsc.s, galleries were cut for leagues in the solid

rock, rivers Avere crossed by suspension bridges formed of

plaited osiers, AA'liich it Avas death to destroy
;
precipices Avere

ascended by massive stairAvays cut in the stone, and the val-

leys Averc crossed at a level on causcAv.ays of solid masonry-.

The road bed Avas of broad flags of freestone, many of Avhich

still remain Avhere they AA’ere laid, to attest the thoroughness

of the Avork of Avhich they formed a part. Over this road,

from station to station built beside the Avay, the runners of the

government passed to and fro, at an average speed of about

one hundred and fifty miles each day.

The Quichuas invented no alphabet, had no books, but kept

memoranda or even full historical records by means of the

quipu, a tAvisted Avoolen cord, upon Avhich strings of different

colors Avere tied, and in which knots Avere formed. These

quipxi could be read by educated per.sons, and thus the historv

of the nation Avas jAreserved. Tiic peoj)le of the Incas failed

to gain a knowledge of astronomy as complete and accurate as
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that of the Nahuallecas or ancient Mexicans, yet they culti-

vated poetry, had dramas, and were singers of many sweet

and touching songs, which won the admiration of die Spanish

conquerors of the country. After the invasion of Peru by

the Sjjanish, A. D. 1516, and the enslavement of the nation,

the art of reading the qui2)u was concealed and eventually lost,

hence we have no knowledge of previous events, except from

tradition and a study of relics and various architectural re-

mains and monuments.

Neither the Quichuas, nor the Aymaras who preceded them,

had current coin. What system of exchange they used is un-

certain, but one thing is obvious, they solved the problem

understood only by the most advanced statesmen and philo.so-

phers of Europe and America. They discovered that an in-

dustrious life was the honorable condition of existence
;
they

made labor the corner-stone of the State, and accepted it as a

legal tender in payment of all dues to the temple and the gov-

ernment. The revenues of the ancient Saxon kings of Eng-

land, \vere paid, not in money, but in kind; that is, provisions

of all kinds. William the Conqueror introduced the rule of

paying taxes in money. This was, however, for a long time

received at the Royal Exchequer only by w'eight, and not at

all by count of the pieces. While English taxes were still

payable in kind, and not of necessity in money, military or

other personal service was accepted by the crown in satisfac-

tion of all claims, for any kind of tax whatever. Money, in

the form of a sound curreney, is the representative of labor.

Capital is the work of the past, manifest in accumulation.

Labora Omnia Vincit.



Ancient Coinages.

Metallic money, in the form of bars, ingots, rings, and pieces

of various shapes, and different kinds, was, in very ancient

times, found a more convenient medium of exchange than any

other article of barter. Still, great as the improvement was,

the use of metals in bulk, as common currency, was an an-

noying and unsatisfactory method of commerce. The two

things necessary to determine regarding every piece of metal

offered in payment of any due, were, firstly the weight or

quantity, and next the fineness or purity of the same.

The process of weighing, even when applied to base and

cheap ores, must be conducted by the careful use of proper

scales, with precise notes of the results. In the precious

metals gold, silver and their high grade alloys, a very small

variation in the weight, makes a great difference in the value.

As to weighing small amounts, of copper for instance, the

probable deviation would subject no one to serious loss, at any

one time; yet to measure out the value of cents, pennies and

the like in this manner, one at a time, would make their reck-

oning and disbursement, cost as much, or more, than the metal

itself was worth
;
moreover, this expense would have to be

met in full by time and trouble, every time such payments

were made.

The process of assay, by which alone, the degree of fineness

or purity of metals can be determined, is exceedingly difficult

and very tedious, and, unless the metal to be tested be fairly

(43)
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melted in the crucible, with proper dissolvents, and the whole

operation skillfully conducted, any result obtained is incon-

clusive, and all inferences therefrom, quite uncertain. Before

the invention and use of coined money, every one who ac-

cepted metals without assa}', even when they were carefully

weighed, was subject to the grossest frauds and most arrant

imposition. Instead of pure or standard metal, gold, silver or

copper, the merchant iinght receive, in e.\change for valuable

goods, a base composition, an adulterated compound of the

coarsest and cheapest materials, a mere imitation and counter-

feit of the genuine currency.

In a primitive state of society, where Hocks* herds, crops

of grain and other personal property were almost the oidy

forms of wealth, the natural tendency and disposition of men
to accumulate riches, led them, as stated on a previous page,

to fix a special value upon the metals as a durable and always

available kind of estate. When the value of metals came in

this way to be generally recognized, the revenues of kings and

other potentates, were collected in part, or wholly, in that

form of money. Then the government, to facilitate public

business, stamped the various pieces of metal, with their

weight and quality, as they were received at the Treasury

;

and according to these stamps and marks, the same pieces

were paid out of the Treasury, and so circulated among the

people at an authorized fixed value. The next step was, to

reduce current pieces of metal, to a uniform size, shape, quali-

ty, value and denomination, and make them by special enact-

ment, a legal tender for the payment of all taxes or public

dues. 'J'hus a legalized currency of coined money was created,

and the exchangeable value of the various metals used for the

pur[)Ose, fully established, to the great eonvenienee of the

world at large.

Coinage created a new demand for the metals
;

it made them

indispensable in a department of political and commercial rela-

tion, for an office which up to tiiat time, had Ixien filled by

agricultural and other produce, constituting “jiayments in
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kind. So it came to pass, that every year, each citizen,

needed a certain amount of coin, to pay the king’s dues, or the

government taxes, and would sell his surplus cattle, grain, or

other commodities, for a quantity of coins he could preserve

forever—which were accepted in payment of taxes, and with

which, he could buy either the goods, or the labor of his fel-

low citizens. The invention of coin did not, however, put an

end to trade by barter, it merely supplemented that form of

commerce, even the taxes of the most advanced nations were

still collected, partly in provisions or paid in personal se: vice;

and men of the highest civilization, when settled as colonists

in new countries, have, until very recent dates, been compelled

for want of money in measure of their property and produc-

tion, to revert to a currency of goods, and the most primitive

forms of traffic.

Coinage having been originally established by/-kings, or by
national authority, monarchs and governments have ever

since, claimed as one of the highest prerogatives of the su-

preme power of the State, the right of absolute control over

“the current money of the realm.” Hence it has been as-

sumed that: “The king can fix the value of a coinage,” and

parliaments and republics have acted upon a similar supposed

principle; unfortunately, not always to the benefit of the

people. The establishment of mints, and the issue of current

coin, has, quite generally, been the work of governments

themselves; all imitation of the money thus created, being

severely punished as a felony. In modern times, the metallic

currency, has in commercial nations, been complemented by

an equal, or larger, nominal amount, of paper money, in the

form of Treasury notes, or the bills of banks. The control of

paper money, as of coin, is retained by the government of the

country where it is made use of, but, within more or less defi-

nite limits, the privilege of issuing, in common with the gov-

ernment, redeemable notes or bills, for circulation as money,

has, by enlightened and commercial nations, been extensively

conceded to banks and private corporations.
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While the manner in which the coinage of money origi-

nates, has been made manifest in history, again and again,

there is no knowledge of the aboriginal invention of coin.

In the absence of an}' record, or even any respectable tradi-

tion, the people of classical antiquity, attributed the art of

coinage to a revelation from the god.s, making their mythical

and poetic fancy, a graceful confession of their ignorance.

The Chinese claim to have had coins, or at least pieces of cast

metal, silver, copper or iron, used as money, over four thou-

sand years ago, their supposed primitive coin having been

called Merchandise Money., which was coined (cast), of silver

some 2853 B. C., as is described in the chapter on China, in

its proper place in this Encyclopaedia.

The poems of Ilomer make no mention of coin, but of com-

merce by barter, the objects of trade including the precious

metals. Not to discuss antique fables, of an a.ssumed religious

character, the classic Greeks, -who used coin some 800 B. C.,

attributed its invention to the Lydians, who as related b}' the

ancient historians Herodotus and Xenophanes, were the first

of mankind who coined and used gold and silver money
(TIerod. I, 94, Xenoph. ap. Poll. 1. c.). The other and more

popular tradition was, that Pheidon king of Argos, first coined

both copper and silver money, at Aeginia, and was the first to

establish a system of weights and measures. The date of

Pheidon, as recorded by the Parian marble, is 895 B. C., but

the ablest writers place him 783 or 770 and 744 or 730 B. C.

The invention of coinage, has l^ecn accredited to the wife of

Mida.s, a legendary king of Phrygia, he of whom it was said,

that his touch turned everything into gold. Phrygia was a

division of Asia Minor, now embraced for the greater part, in

the Turkish villayet of Khodavendighiar. J^ydia was a

country in Western Asia Minor, now comprised in the Turk-

ish villayet of Aidin. Asia Minor and Greece had rich mines

of the precious metals. The river Pactolus in Lydia, an afilu-

ent of the Hermus, carried an abundance of gold in the .sands

it washed toward the sea, and the ledges of the Timolus and

1
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Sypylus mountains, contained rich veins of gold-bearing

rock.

The earliest gold coins of Asia Minor, were of electrum, a

compound of native gold and silver, smelted together as they

came from the mine, or the sands. The oldest specimens arc

declared by some well-informed writers, to indicate a greater

antiquity than any pieces of the whole Greek coinage, which

wa.s, at first, of silver. The Chinese assert that- their most

recent coin, the brass or native bronze casting, called is\en or

cash, which bears the inscription of hin(/ pan, which signifies

“current money,” had its origin about 1120 B. C., at the com-

mencement of the Chan dynasty. The Romans, for nearly

five hundred years, from the foundation of their city, had no

coin of their own, the first being struck for them, as stated,

by Servius Tullius, who reigned in Rome 578-534 B. C. The

Romans ascribed the invention of coins to the gods Janus and

Saturn; the mint was at the temple of Juno, and the treasury

in the temple of Saturn. There is, however, historical evidence,

that the Romans not only procured coin, but learned the art

of coinage itself, from the Etruscans, a peculiar, ancient, yet

artistic and considerably civilized people, natives of the coun-

try, kno\vn as Etruria, or Tuscia, a division of ancient Italy,

embracing modern Tuscany and some adjoining territories.

These Etruscans were called Etrusci, or Tusci, by the Romans,

and, and Tyrrheni, or Tyrseni, by the Greeks; their origin is

supposed to have been Asiatic, and they may have brought

the skill to work metals and to make coin, as well as their ex-

cellence in pottery, from the country of their ancestors.

It may w'ell be supposed, that the art of coinage is older

than Roman or Greek history—the various pretended in-

ventors whose names have been given, Avere doubtless but

persons of enterprise, who simply introduced coined money
among their own countrymen. The history of mankind even

in recent generations, is made dubious by misstatement and

perversion
;
a few centuries back, the record was made no of

fact, fable, and mvth, in varied and confusing measure; still
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more nncient, are the great poems, like those of liomer and

the Sanserit literature, of remarkable beauty, replete with

suggestion, but in their pretended chronicle of human events,

full of romance concerning imaginary places, ideal heroes,

demigods and deities; behind these, stand the monuments and

repose the relics; the order of events is lost amid the rem-

nants of the distant j)ast; the course of time is Avrapped in

oblivion, and only the geologic strata and the rolling stars in

dicate to us what must have been, when men were not, as.yet,

on earth.

While other noble arts have been lost, that of coinage ha*;

been preserved. All conclusions as to original invention and

first use of weights, measure.s, and coin, are of necessity, no

more than speculative inferences. Asia was “the cradle of

the nations,” India “the mother of the gods”
;
from Asia, and

from India, has come the advance of the human race; an emi-

gration has encircled and populated the earth. Men first ap-

pear in history, hard at work, building civilization, urging

progress, using the arts and appliances inherited from their

ancestors, whom they knew as heroes and worshiped as gods.

Somewhere in Asia) sometime in unchroniclcd antiquity, those

ancestral gods invented coin, and made use of money. The

really primitive coinage of the world, was perhaps made be-

fore the foundation of the Chinese empire, and the Merchan-

dise Money of the Yii dynasty, or the tsicn, struck when the

Chan family began imperial rule, may neither of them have

been at all the oldest or most perfect antique specimens of a

truly c.xcceding ancient art.

A coin derives its name from the French word coin, which

signifies a die, or stamp, and is properly and strictly a piece of

metal, generally gold, silver or copper, impressed with certain

devices or marks, indicating the origin of the coinage, the

quality of the metal u.sed in the .same, and its value as money,

for which it is intended to bo kept in circulation. The mate-

rials used for money must have an intrinsic, or at least gener-

ally conceded value, the more uniform the more desirable;
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they must be durable to resist friction and abrasion, and non-

corrosivc under ordinary agents
;
they must be easy to divide,

portable and admitting of ready operation, both in smelting

'and combining with alloys, and in the mintage by which they

are divided into uniform sizes and marked with the devices,

designs, and inscriptions, they are required to bear. Gold,

silver, and copper, in various degrees of fineness, have been

found to best serve the purpose of practical coinage, and in

consequence these metals, together, or separately, have formed

the body of nearly all successful coin currencies. There have,

however, been exceptions to this rule, so important as to de-

mand notice, and the composition of some issues of the mints,

has been so peculiar, as to be worth remark as a curiosity.

The Tao or knife coins of China, made current 24o3 B. C.,

were made of cast iron. The Pu coinage of the same country

2085 B. C., was of the same metal. Iron being abundant in

Laconia, and in the countries along the shores of the Euxine

sea, the ancient Spartans or Lacedccmonians, about 800 B. C.,

and the Megarians or Byzantines, some 650 B. C., coined

money of it, and Aristotle reports {^(JEcon. II, 2) that the same

metal was used for a like purpose by the people of Clazomeme.

Tliere is also reason to believe that iron was coined and used

as money in Eome, during the early ages. Lycurgus the

Spartan ruler and great lawgiver, about 825 B. C., banished

gold and silver from Sparta, and made a Lacediemonian cur-

rency of iron, of which an amount equal in value to one hun-

dred modern dollars, is said to have been a load for a cart and

two oxen. When the Roman conqueror Caesar lauded in Bri-

tain (55 B. C.), coins of brass and iron were found in use

among the natives. There are no specimens of ancient iron

coins known to be extant; the material of which they were

composed being very liable to rust, they must have totally

disappeared.

Coins of Lead are frequently mentioned by the classical

poets, and a number of pieces struck from that metal, are pre-

served
;
a leaden slater^ is one of the curiosities of the British

D



60 DYE'S COI^^ ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

Museum. Leaden coins were current, a short time since, in

the Biirman empire, but good authorities consider the ancient

coins of lead, not likely to have been a true money, but rather,

proof pieces, medallets, or mere tokens, like the leaden coin-

age, which for many years, previous to A. D. 1700, some of

the tradesmen of London, England, were in the habit of is-

suing, and which circulated as money, instead of the copper

currency.

The tyrant of Syracuse, Dionysius I, who ruled from 406

to 367 B. C., coined money of tin, but beyond the record of

this fact (Ari.stot. (Earn. II, 2, Pollux, IX, 79), there is no

notice of this tin money of Syracuse, except that a law in the

Digest makes reference to spurious coin of that metal. Tin

has been used for coinage at various dates in modern historv,

as may be noted in the introduction to this volume, but of the

ancient tin coin none remain extant.

The primitive coins of Rome (578 to 534 B. C.), were of

copper or bronze, the first coinage of Greece, supposed to be

about 800 B. C., was of silver, and the earliest historic money

of Asia Minor was in pieces struck from native gold or

electricm, as has already been stated.

The Carthagenians had a kind of leather coin or money

—

currency at least, and Numa Pompilius the second king of

Rome, who, according to traditional legend.s, began his reign

791 B. C., made use, it is said, of both wood and leather for

coinage. Ixjather money, or currency, was also stamped and

used by the Spartan.s, and shells were an extremely ancient

substitute for coin. I.,eather, wood and pa{>er have been coined

in modern times, and, in certain countric.s, have had an exten-

sive circulation, yet the true character of the ancient pieces of

like material remains undecided, very respectable authorities

assuming that they were not legitimate coin, but rather a sort

of counters, mere tokens of value. However this should be

settled, pieces of ba.se metal, wood, or leather, when coined or

stamped in significance of the fatt or aiithoritativc regulation

of imperial, or other power, seem to have Ihjcu current at va-
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rio\is places and times from the earliest historical dates, and

whether, strictly speaking, coin and money, or not, they filled

more or less completely, the office of a medium of exchange

—

possibly somewhat as irredeemable paper money has been used:

in modern times.

In States where, as in Rome, a coinage has Ix^en developed

and perfected within the historical period, the progress of the

art of the mint, has been progressive from a mere figure

struck upon a mass of metal, to designate its weight, what-

ever that weight might chance to be, onward to forming

pieces of money of certain definite sizes and shapes, of a pre-

determined weight. The next step in improvements upon

coin, has been the decoration of the piece, by expressive orna-

ments, symbols and natural figures, such as animals, men,

birds, plants and flowers, or other and artificial objects. The
first coins were but ingots of metal, stam[jed in but one place,

with a single die. After these’ ingots had l>een reduced to a

uniform size and form, and bad for some time been in use,

marked only with their weight, and with some figure as an

ornament, it w'as found necessary to add to the inscription and

device, som'e other mark, to indicate the fineness of the metal

bearing the impression. On such pieces, the device or symbol

was a mint-mark, proving the character of the authorized

coin.

The primitive coins were oblong, irregular masses, stamped

only upon one side, as has been described. These were suc-

ceeded by pieces formed as oblate spheres, balls of metal, like

bullets, but more or less flattened at the poles, thus forming

plane surfaces opposite each other, constituting the obverse

and the reverse of the coin. Later still, these balls were ham-

mered or cast into thin di.sks or plates, of an irregular, erratic

circular outline or circumference. Afterwards, the body of

the coin was made more perfect and the edge reduced to a

true circle. With the introduction of the ball-like pieces, be-

gan the practice of stamping coin on both of its oppo.site

sides. The die bearing the figures denoting the weight of
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the coin, the fineness of tlie metal, llio locality of the mint ex-

ecuting the work, and the authority for the coinage, such as

had formerly been used alone, on the oblong ingots, was im-

pressed upon the obver^. The simple devices first stamped

upon coin, were subsequently improved in form and execu-

tion, and to them were presently added many others, figures

of gods, genii, river and wood sprites, nymphs, and similar

mythological representations. Portraits of men and women,

so universal upon the coinage of modern times, were not used

upon the money of former ages. The first reported instance

of portraiture upon coin, was the use of a likeness of Arche-

laus of Macedon, from 41S to 31)9 B. C,
;
there are, however,

doubts that the face upon the coins of Archelaus is a portrait,

. and some insist, that no human head was ever stamped upon

a coin, until after the death of Alexander the Great, when, he

being regarded as somewhat of a divinity, his etfigy was, upon

that pretense, impressed upon money like that of otlier gods.

The impression appearing upon the reverse of the very

ancient coins, was for sometime, nothing more than a rude

puneh mark or indent. The process of coinage in the first

place was as follows: The die for the obverse of the piece,

having been engraved, so as to projierly present the religious

or national symbol used for a device, and whatever else was

to be impressed upon the coin, was fixed immovably in an an-

vil or pedestal, face upwards. The lumps or balls of metal

having been made of a fixed and uniform weight, and nearly

an oblate sphere in form, were seized in a strong aud peculiar

pair of tongs and laid as fairly as might be, upon the upturned

die. A second operative, then placed a punch or wedge,

squarely and steadily upon the ball of metal. This punch

w,as then driven down, with blows from a hammer, until the

metal beneath it, had been forced into every part of the die,

and thus a good and perfect impress secured therefrom. By
this time, the punch would be deeply imbedded in the back

of the lump of metal, and being withdrawn, the rcvcr.se of the

coin, would show a rough depression, corresponding to the
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shape given the end of the punch. The use of the punch

enabled the workman to strike the coin without driving it

about on the face of the die. The most noticeable improve-

ment in the early stages of the art of coinage, is that made

from time to time in the character of the impression by the

punch upon the reverse of the coin. Beginning as a mere

dent, cleft, or rough irregular hole disfiguring the piece,

punch marks have developed into geometrical forms, these

forms have been combined with figures, and the whole wrought

into artistic design, until by degrees, the punch itself became

a die, making the reverse of each piece upon which it was

used, equal in every respect to the obverse, of which it wa.s

the opposite. This perfection of the reverse, was however,

.secured at the expense of the effectiveness of the punch for
’

its original purpose. The striking of coin between two dies,

which were required to accurately oppose each other, was an

operation requiring great dexterity, and not at all certain.

The artisans at this stage of the work hit upon the expedient

of using both the obverse and reverse die, in a ring, of such a

size and depth, as to be a guide to each of them. Moreover,

the balls or disks of metal, being heavily struck inside the

ring, between the dies, were forced to assume an even thick-

nes.s, and a circular form, corresponding with the inside of the

ring. When the ring had been used in this way for .some

time, it was engraved upon the inside, and the coins produced

were not only completely circular, but stamped upon their

edges. Thus was produced the perfect coin, and though the

introduction of machinery has secured uniformity in the re-

sult, and saved an immense amount of labor in striking va.st

.sums, the artistic beauty of some of the antique specimens has

not been surpassed.

The names or denominations of Coins, have generally been

derived from terms which signified weight or measure, and

the primitive coinage was of the full weight the denomination

implied. 'J'he word Slater, derived from the Greek, means a

standard of weight, and in the first Greek coinage:?, which
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were of silver, was applied in particular to the principal coin,

the didrachm. When Greece began to coin gold, the prin-

cipal gold coin received the name of a Stater. The word Sta-

tlir may in general be understood to mean a gold piece twice the

iveight of an Attic silver drachma, twenty drachmas in value.

One of the very oldest coins in existence is the Gold Double

Stater of Miletus in Ionia.

Gold Double Stater of Miletus.

The representation of this coin shows as its type on the ob-

verse the figure of a lion’s bead, derived from the symbols of

the Bacchanalian worship of Cybele or Rhea, the wife of

Chronos or Saturn, the mother of the highest of the gods and

goddesses. The reverse of the Stater is impressed with the

rude punch mark peculiar to a primitive coinage.

Gold Stater of Sardis.

The Gold Staler of Sardis is thought by some to be even

older than the Stater of Miletus. The illustration here pre-

sented bears upon the obverse, the type of the lion and the

bull, two objects prominent in ancient symbolism, here sup-

|K)sed to represent the triumph of the king over all opposi-

tion. The reverse shows the ancient punch mark.

Persiaji Gold Daric. Actual Size.
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The Persian Gold Daric was a coin of very ancient date, re-

sembling the Staters, and sometimes classed with them; it

was called by the Greeks the Stater of Dareius. The figure

of the kneeling archer upon the obverse was the royal em-

blem of the kings of Persia. The reverse shows the ancient

punch mark, which is struck deeply upon these pieces. It is

supposed by some that the daric was coined before Dareius,

son of Hy.staspes, but the weight of authority seems ojiposed

to the conclusion. The Persian Gold Daric had a great circu-

lation, not only in Per.sia, but in other countrie.s, especially in

Greece, before the coinage of gold was begun there. Speci-

mens of this coinage are, however, rare, as the Persian gold

coin was melted down in great quantities, to make the coins

struck in the name of Alexander the Great of Macedonia.

Macedonian Stater.

The Macedonian Stater was of the coinage of Philip II and

of Alexander the Great. It was made of very fine gold
;
the

standard of the coinage was the Attic didrachm. Specimens

of this coin are very nurnerou.s, it having been in circulation

in Greece during modern times, where it was valued at about

twenty-five shillings sterling. Its actual value is estimated

by good English writers at £1, 3s, 6d, .0672 farthings.

The advance in the art of coinage is illustrated in the silver

pieces, first struck by the Greeks at ACgina, an island about

nine miles long and about seven miles wide, some twelve

miles S. S. W. of the Piraius, in what was the Saronic gulf,

now the gulf of AUgina. The oldest silver coins now in ex-

istence were coined on .^giua. The type of this coinage is a

tortoise, and the pieces are of three distinct periods. In the

first period rude coins were made, the figure of the tortoi.se

on the obverse being but a rude suggestion of the type, and
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the punch mark nothing but four irregular clefts. During
the second period, the punch mark became more symmetrical

and regular. On the coins of the third period, the type of the

obverse is elaborated and the punch mark upon the reverse as-

sumes the nature of a device.

Silver Coin of .^Egina. Third Period.

The next improvement in coinage was to give the end of

the punch a finish showing a higher degree of design, though

still but a rude conception wrought into au imperfect geome-

trical figure, an instance of which occurs in the coins struck

by the Corinthian and Dorian colony which, emigrating to

Sicily under Archias of Corinth, founded the city ofSyracu.se

731 B. C.

Coin of Syracuse.

The next step was a bold innovation
;

it consisted in making

the punch a fac simile of the die—yet in rever.se. In this

way a coin was made bearing the design in relief on one side,

with an incused concave, or sunken impression of the same

in the other. Some of the coins produced in this way, are

good specimens of art. An excellent example is afib.''ded in

the coins of Tarentum, an important city of Magna Grajcia,

founded by Greek colonists in southern Italy, the grcatne.s.s

of which dates from about 708 B. C. The incused coins of

Tarcutum were first produced as early as 600 B. C. In some
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pieces of money of this description, the incused reverse va-

ries in design from the oitverse. Coins liaving both obverse

and reverse struck in relief, were made in Magna Graicia some

610 B.C., and this form of coinage came into common use in

about a century, or before 400 B. C.

Incused Coin of Tarentum.

Another form of improvement of the reverse, was to sur-

round the punch, mark with a band, upon which yvas inscribed

some name or legend. Again, the punch was made to strike

a very broad and shallow regular depression of four adjoining

squares, something like a device, in the center of which was

a circular space bearing a head.

Improved Reverse.

In this manner, step by step, the perfect reverse was de-

veloped, and the complete coin fully invented. One of the

earliest specimens of the use of the perfect reverse, is a very

beautiful medal struck at the city of Syracu.se, already men-

tioned.

The obverse of this medal, bears the head of the deity called

by the Romans Proserpina, the wife of Hades, the infernal

goddess of death, yet the all-pervading goddess of nature, who
produces and de.stroys everything. The head is accompanied
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by symbolic dolphins and inscriptions. The reverse repro

sents a charioteer reigning in his four hor-ses abreast, while

the flying goddess of Victory stoops to crown him with a

wreath of laurel for bis triumph in the races of the Olympian

games. This artistic design of the reverse appears also upon

the Staters of Philip of Macedon, and was imitated in a num-

ber of coinages.

Medal of Syracuse.

The historian Herodotus, who ascribes the origin of coin to

Asia, says the Lydians were the first to coin gold, and as far

as he knew, the first to coin any kind of metaL These gold

coins of the Lydian kings were of electrum and are of e.\eeed-

ingly antique appearance, as is shown in the illustrations

already presented. The date of this coinage is unknown,

but it preceded that made in copper and silver by the Grecians

some 800 B. C. Greek writers attribute the invention of

coinage (as well as weights and measures), to Phidon, king of

Argo.s, and suppose that Angina was the birthplace of the art,

Phidon having first coined both coj>per and silver on that

i.sland. The date of the earliest Grecian gold coinage is un-

known. The old States of Etruria and Central Italy, peojded

as is supposed from Asia, had a coinage of copper and bronze

from the earliest times of which we can gain any information.

The Romans coined copper or bronze under Servius Tullius

578 to 534 B. C. The historian Pliny fi.xes the date of the

first Roman coinage of silver at 269 B. C., but other authori-

ties assume silver was first coined in Rome about 281 B. C.
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The coinage of the Persian darics, wliich were struck in

both gold and silver, is supposed to have been begun by Da-

rius, the son of Ilystaspes, from 521 B. C. to 485 B. C. It is

understood there is historical evidence of the use of coin as

soon as the eighth century before Christ; within twelve hun-

dred years, or by the fourth century after Christ, the use of

coined money was common throughout the civilized nations

of the world, every State having created a proper coinage of

its own. To the Greeks must be given the credit of perfect-

ing the art of coinage—at least as far as the development of

the obverse and reverse are to be ’considered, the application

of the circular matrix, or ring, by which, as has been stated,

the edge of the coin was made true and circular, did not occur

until sometime in the seventh or eighth century of the Chris-

tian era. The coins of the Macedonian empire, the work of

Greek artists, were especially remarkable for boldne.ss and

beauty of design.

The art of coinage spread very rapidly
;
within a few cen-

turies every independent nation had its owa coinage, and

almost every colony of Greece struck money of its own.

There arc more than a thousand series of the coins of self-

governing cities of Greece still extant. The Grecian coinage

was in general very artistic, and Grecian die-sinkers and coin-

ers were employed in different countrie.s. Bc.side the Greek,

there were two other clas.ses of coinage, the Roman and the

Grjcco Oriental or Byzantine. Greek coins are found in the

European countries of ancient Spain, Gaul, Great Britain, Italy,

Sicily, Thrace, Macedonia, The.s.silia, Attica, Bomtia, anil the

Pcloponnesu.s, also in Asia, in Ionia, Phrygia, Lydia, Caria,

Cilicia, Phoenicia, Egypt, and many others ehsewhere. The
series arc exceedingly numerous, each comprehending full va-

rieties extending over many years, in some instances through

centuries, each and all separate from the issues of the Roman
empire, and its subordinate governments and colonies. The
Athenian series of Greek coins was the most important and

extensive, but while much of the coinage of the Greek colo-
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nics was magnificent and artistic, the coins of Athens having

become widely and well known from the great purity ofthe gold

and silver used there, were, for commercial reasons, allowed

to retain the originel rude forms in which they had gained so

desirable a reputation. The inscriptions on the earliest of

Greek coins were merely single letters, the initial of the name

of the city where the coinage was made. The other letters of

the name, or a part of them, were added in later coinage.s.

When inscribed in full, the name was in the genitive case.

Some of the coins also bore monograms.

The lelradrachm of Alexander I of Macedon, “the Great”

(oOO to 454 B. C.), was the first coin bearing the name of a

king. Coins struck by the Edoneans are inscribed with the

name of Getas, their king, and in addition, his royal title and

the name of the people over whom he ruled. The coinages

under Alexander the Great were abundant, those struck in the

Greek towns of Asia, after his conquests, being very numer-

ous. Each series of the Alexandrian coins of this time, has

its own mint-mark. Those of Rhodes are marked with the

figure of a rose. Those of Ephesus bear a bee, and so forth.

These are minor types, the coins generally showing as princi-

pal devices, the head of Hercules on the obverse, and a figure

of Zeus on the reverse. This head of Hercules, has been con-

sidered the head of Alexander himself, but authorities differ,

and critics consider it more probable that his immediate suc-

cessors were the first to place their j>ortraits upon coin, which

they are said to have done under a pretended descent from the

gods Bacchus and Apollo. The silver coins of Seleucidae, in

Asia, and the Lagida) or Ptolemies of Egypt, in gold, arc two

most beautiful and important .sories of Greek coins.

The Grecian coinage wa.s, first and List, c.xecutcd under three

standards; the Euoboic, the Acginctan, and the Attic or So-

lonian. The Euoboic system and the Aeginctan, were de-

rived from the Orient, and were identical with Babylonian

standards. The Attic standard was intro<luccd by Solon about

594 B. C. By it seventy-three drachma; of the old coinage.
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were represented in one hundred drachma3 of the new issue.

This, Solon was said to liave done for the relief of debtors, in

a time of general distress. The principal denomination of

weight and money among the Greeks, and among the Romans
as well, was the talent, which consisted of sixty minoe, each

mina being of one hundred drachmae, and each drachma six

obli. Thus the Obol was one-sixth of the drachma, the drach-

ma one-hundreth of the mina, and the mina one-sixtieth of

the talent. The talent and the mina were merely denomina-

tional moneys of account not represented by any coinage.

GREEK COINS.

Name of Coin.

Lepton,

Chalcus, or Chalchus,

Dichalcus, or ^ Obol, in Silver,

Hemiobolum, or J Obol, “

Obolus, or Obol, -
“

Diobolum, or Diolxslus, “

Triobolum, or Triobolus, “

Tetrobolum, — - “

Drachma, or Drachm, “

Didrachma, or Didrachm, “

Tetraarachma, — “

Pentadrachma, — “

Stater Aureus, in Gold.

W’t in Grains. Value.
- $0 00.0466

- 0 00.3260

2.77065 0 00.6520

5.541J 0 01.3050

11.08335 0 02.6100

22.1660 0 05.2200

33.2500 0 07.8300

44.3335 0 10.4400

66.5000 0 15.6600

133.0000 0 31.3200

266.0000 0 62.6400

332.0000 0 78.3000

133.0000 3 91.5000

The above calculations are based upon the Attic Solonian

Standard, and the value of the Stater, counted as 25 Attic

drachmae, reckoned according to the relative value of gold and

silver in the age when it was coined. Reckoned by the rela-

tive value of gold and silver at the present date, this Athenian

Slater Aureus, or Chrysus, as it is sometimes called, would be

worth $5,03. There were Double Staters, Staters, Ilalf Sta-

ters, Quarter Staters, One-Third Staters, One-Sixth Staters,

and One-Twelfth Staters, all coined of gold, and of propor-
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tionate weight and value. No gold coinage is supposed to

have been made in Athens or Greece Proper, until the epoch

of Alexander the Great, 356 to 323 B. C., or sometime after

his death. The mines of Greece were rich in silver, but com-

jmratively barren of gold, and though an abundant gold coin-

age was made, but ten or twelve Attic Staters are e.xtant.

The large amount of gold coin which circulated in and

about Athens fiom very early times, was imported from

abroad, as was the gold subsequently coined there. The pieces

of foreign gold coin were also called Staters, some of which were

coined in adjacent Hellenic districts, and others derived from

di.stant countries. The Stater of Croesus, the immensely rich

king of Lydia, about 568 to 554 B. C., seems to have been the

earliest gold coin known to the Greeks. The Stater of Croesus

was of about the same weight as the Attic Aureus of 133

grains, being coined of pale native gold or electrum, bearing

some silver, but worth about twenty five Attie draehmae of

silver, or according to the old ratio of metals, $3,91 5. An
antique coin in the British Museum of 248| grains, bearing

the figure of a kneeling man holding a fish and a knife, is sup-

posed to be a double Stater of Croesus. Value, $7,83.

One of the common gold coins of Greece, which was quite

abundant at Athens, was the Cy>siccne Stater, or Stater Cyzi-

cu.s, coined at the city of Cyzicus, one of the oldest and most

important of the Grecian free cities in Asia. The Cyzicene

Stater, appears to have been coined of the Euboic standard, at

a weight of some 180 grains. Some specimens of this coin,

however, weigh but 160 grain.s, others but 120 grains. About

335 B. C., the Stater Cyzicus passed in exchange for 28 Attic

drachmae of silver
;
calculated thus, its value would be $4,38.5.

The Stater Daricus, of Persia, of which an illustration and

de-scription is given on pages 54 and 55, had, as there stated,

a very extensive circulation, and was much used in Greece and

Athens. It is agreed by ancient writers, that its weight was

exactly equal to two Attic drachmae—that of the Attic Stater.

Some of the few specimens in e.xistencc, however, w'cigh but
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128-4 to 128-6 grains, being somewhat worn. If of full

weight, the value would be, for 133 grains, $3,91.5. Jose-

phus refers to this Stater daric as worth 50 Attic drachmje

—

it must have been a double Stater he had in view.

Beside the above very important pieces of money, a number

of other gold coins were circulated in Greece and at Athens,

as follows. The Stater of Lampsacus, coined in Lamp.sacus,

the ancient Pityusa, an Ionian colony from Phococa and Mile-

tus—later, an important Greek port of Mysia, in Asia Minor.

The Lampsacene Staters were of very unequal weight, and

may have been coined of the Euboic and the Attic standards

simultaneously. Specimens extant, weigh 129 grains, but the

average may have been, when struck, of the Attic standard,

intended to represent 133 grains, and in value, by the ancient

ratio of metals, $3,91.5. The type of this coin is a sea-hor.se.

The Stater of Phociea, coined by the Phocaeans, citizens of an

ancient town named Phocaia, on the shores of the yEgean gulf,

in Asia Minor, originally emigrants from Athens. They re-

moved to Corsica, thence to Rhegium, in Italy, and finally to

Lucania of Magna Grajcia, in southern Italy. The Phocicans

were described by Herodotus, as the first Greeks to make ex-

tensive sea voyages. The type of their coin was the i^hoca or

.seal, said to have been taken from the circumstance that seals

followed their ships during one of their early voyages of emi-

gration. The Stater of Phocaea is said to have followed

the standard of the Stater daricus, and must, therefore, be

reckoned of the weight of the Attic didrachma of silver, 133

grains. Value, $3,91.5.

The Stater Philipicus and the Stater Alexandrinus, were

coined in Macedon by Philip II, 359-336 B. C., and by Alex-

ander III (the Great), 336 to 323 B. C., after the standard of

the Attic didrachm of 133 grain.s. The gold of this Macedo-

nian coinage was very fine. One of the Staters of Ale.xander,

upon a.s.say, gave 133 grains pure gold and 18 grain.s of silver,

the combination being supposed natural and the metal elec-

trum—the pale native gold already described. This Stater, at
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the ancient ratio of the metals, was intrinsically worth £1, 3s,

6d, 0.672 farthing British, or $5,71.8-. Staters of Philip and

Ale.xandcr are numerous, and not long since the Stater Philip-

picus was current in Greece for about 25 shillings sterling, or

$6,08-. For an illustration and description of the Macedonian

Stater, .see page 55, preceding. The later Macedonian kings,

and the States of Epirus, yEtolia, Acarmania, Syracuse and

others, coined gold after the manner of the Macedonians. The
Macedonian Stater, though sometimes rated higher, is said to

have been generally valued in exchange at twenty Attic

drachmie of silver, which would make it worth at the pre.sent

value of silver, about 16s, 3d, British currency, or $3,96-.

Others rate the Attic, and hence the Macedonian Staters as ex-

changeable for twenty-eight Attic drachmye, worth, at the

ancient ratio of metals, $4,38.5. A Corinthian Stater, or gold

piece, worth, according to Pollux, ten Aeginetan. or twelve

Euboic Obols, was used in Sicily.

The Oldest System of weights, measures and coinage, used

at Athen.s, was the El'Boic St.\nuard, so called because de-

rived from the island of Eubcea, in the Aegian Sea, where it

was used, being an adaptation of the Babylonian system,

having been imported from Chaldea by the way of Phoenicia,

after the time of Ilomer. The Euboic, like every other Greek

system of weights, measures and coinage, was ba.sed upon four

denominational units, which always bore the same relation of

proportion to each other, .whatever the actual value. These

were the Talent, the Mina, the Drachma, and the Obol. Six

Obols made one Drachma; one hundred Drachma made one

Mina
;
sixty Mina made one Talent. The Euboic and so called

“Old Attic” standards were identical.

The Aeginetan Stand.vku was the one most e.xtcnsively

used in the greater part of Greece at a very early date
;

it was

the system said to have been invented by Phidon, or I’heidon,

king of Lydia, but which, like the Euboic standard, was really

derived from Babylon of Chaldea, and merely introduced into

L dia by Phidon, who as is supposed, struck coins under it
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about 1200 B. C., but not of necessity on the island of Aegina.

The New Attic, or Solomax Standard, was used in

Athens after the establishment of the laws of Solon, about

594 B. C. By the Solonian standard, 73 of the old Attic or

Euboic drachmae, made 100 drachmae of the new coinage. The
Aeginetan, and even the Euboic didrachmae, are said to have

passed as Solonian tetradrachmae at times, but by the actual

provision of the law, debtors saved somewhat more than a

fourth of every payment, as was intended by the great Athe-

nian lawgiver for relief of the public distress. The reason for

the precise and peculiar ratio adopted by Solon, seems to have

been a desire to bring Athenian exchange into a definite

mathematical relation to the popular Aeginetan standard,

which was approximately accomplished, the proportion of

value expressed in a numerical ratio being as follows: Aegin-

etan, 1200; Euboic, or Old Attic, 1000; New Attic, or Solo-

nian, 730, or in practice even less.

The Talent (money of account only), was computed vari-

ously at from about $1186,21 to some $1216,62.5. The Mina

(also money of account only), was computed at from about

$19,77 to some $20,81.4. It is to be understood that from

the intrinsic difficulties of the subject, all computations of the

current value of ancient coinages in their time must be some-

what indefinite, and hence held subject to revision, being re-

garded at the best, but as an approximation to a correct gen-

eral statement. The.se difficulties ari.se, firstly, from the length

of time during which, from (as supposed), 1200 B. C., or Icss^

to about 476 B. C., the technically so called “ancient” coinages

were issued; secondly, from the numerous kinds of coin

struck under different standards, and the many wide-spread

and distant localities where mints were established; thirdly*

from the debasement of legalized coin and the multiplicity of

counterfeits. However, the statement made gives a clear

conception of their relative worth. Their intrinsic value,

at the pre.sent ratio of metals, can be determined by actual as-

say of specimen.s, but even so the ancient coin varied exceed-

£
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ingly and was sometimes excessively debased and degraded.

As to the fineness of Athenian silver, the coins of the early

ages contained one-twentieth part, or five per cent, of alloy
|

or, as we now state the matter, were 950 fine—t. e., nine hun-

dred and fifty parts in a thousand of pure silver. The silver

money struck at Athens at a later date, was celebrated for

purity, containing but one-sixtieth part, or 16.666 per cent, of

alloy, being 986J fine. The latest of the ancient Athenian

coinage of silver has twelve per cent, of alloy, and therefore

was 916.667 fine, the early silver coinage of the United States

having been struck of silver, 916§ fine, a very slight difier-

ence. Athenian gold coin was of almost perfect purity—at

least was so considered. The Lepton and Chalcus were coined

of copper bronze or brass. The dichalcus or quarter olx)l,

the hemiobolum or half obol, the obolus or obol, the diolx)lum

and tetrobolum, were coined variously, first of silver, but at a

later date, also of copper, bronze and brass. The drachma,

didrnchma, tetradrachma and pentadrachma, were coined of

silver only.

The false coinage of the numerous ancient Greek counter-

feiters was extensive and of good artistic workmanship—many
of the pieces made by them, in imitation of genuine money,

are still extant and in as perfect a state as the .specimens of the

original. The earliest coins of Athens have the figure of an

owl upon the obverse, that bird being regarded as the symbol

of the godde.ss Athene. Subsequently there was a change of

type, the head of Athene herself being presented ujK>n the ob-

verse, and the owl appearing upon the reverse of the piece.

For an illustration of this, .see representation of the Athenian

Drachma.

With this comparatively brief .survey of the ancient coinage

of Greece, a vast and most interesting field of study and re-

search, must be left for tho.se who have leisure, means and the

disposition to make prolonged investigations. An outline

statement of the matter has, however, been presented, and a

gocKl general idea of the subject may be had frojn the few
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pages devoted to the same. Whatever speculations may be

indulged as to prehistoric events, our actual knowledge of coin

begins with Grecian specimens and records since the un

certain date of Ilomer. Behind the Greeks is the region of

conjecture and of inference from ruins; they stand in the

dawn of historical time, and the glory of their courage, their

civilization, culture and art, fills with splendor all the succeed-

ing ages.

The system of money most intimately connected with that

of Greece was the coinage of Rome, some account of which

will now be given.

The conception of the idea of weight, must have been one

of the primitive experiences of the human mind. The art of

mensuration began, when the first man took his first stride.

The science of mathematics started with a count of the fin-

gers; to sum up the number of all the fingers and toes a per-

son had, was once a mighty problem to the ablest—is so still

to whole tribes of men.

To weigh—to measure—to count, this was the probable or-

der of progress; coinage was a brilliant invention, made long^

long after weighing, measuring, and counting, had not only

been in use for ages, but reduced to a combined system, and

through the art of letters and figures made a matter of

record.

As has already been stated, the first coins were mere rude

masses of metal, upon which was impressed or inscribed some
word, sign or figure, in token of the weight of the piece. The
first coinage was indicative of weight only, regardless of the

quality of the metal, but as the art of alloying began to be

practised, and processes upon metals multiplied, the stamp was

made to signify both weight and quality, at once, and in .some

ca.scs by a single figure or device.

The early types upon coins, figures of gods, or patriotic em-

blems, were considered sacred, and by their appeal to the de-

votional sentiments or national feelings of the people, inspired

confidence in the money made legally current among them.
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The Romans, emerging from semi-barbarism, used copper in-

gots as money. They are supposed to have acquired the art

of coinage from the Etrurians, which people have already been

referred to as occupying a territory adjacent to Rome, being,

perhaps, emigrants from Asia and descendants of the Pelasgi-

ans, a somewhat mythical race, cotemporaneous with the

Phoenicians, and the supposed original (?) population of w'est-

ern Asia. The Pelasgians were regarded by the Greeks as

very early inhabitants of the Greek peninsula, and Uoraer

sang of them as the aborigines of that country.

The first type used in Roman coinage, was the figure of an

ox or bull
;
the same type was used upon the most antique

money ot Greece, and was first struck on Grecian coin in the

island of Euboea, from whence, as related on a preceding page,

the Euboic standard, derived from Babylon, took its Grecian

name. The Euboeans are imagined to have ehosen the type

of an ox or bull for their coin, in reference to the name of the

island.

Considering that the Euboic standard was derived from

Babylon, and that weights, measures, and eoinage, were proba-

bly imported thence together, it may well be assumed that

the typical ox of Rome, Etruria, ancient Athens, and Euboea,

were derived from each other, and originally were but the

symbol of the Babylonian and Assyrian deity Bel, or Bclus,

identical with Baal, the principal god of the Chaldeans, Car-

thagenians and Phoenecians. Baal was the representative of

the sun, as Astarte was of the moon, and by the mystical

fructifying relation of these two, nature was revivified and re-

production maintained, to the continuance of life. In the

symbolism of the oldest and universal systems of religion and

phallic worship, the bull, as the embodiment of power and

vitality among animals, was a prominent type of deep sexual

significance, and hence the form of the bull, variously modi-

fied, was extensively used in architecture, upon coins, and in

other conspicuous ways of presentation. The image of Bel,

or Baal, was in the figure of a man, but with the head of



ANCIENT COINAGES. 69

a bull. This image held in its arms the form of a young

child.

Coin of Euboea.

The Romans had a currency of copper which passed by

weight, from the time of the foundation of their government.

Some attribute the first coinage to Numa Pompilius, the suc-

cessor of Romulus, while others ascribe it to Servius Tullius

(578-534 B. C.). As copjter circulated in Rome by weight,

the original unit was the Pondo, Pondus or Libra^ the pound

of that metal. The full Roman pound is calculated to have

been 4989 grains, or otherwise estimated as 6040 to 5053.635,

or 5053.28 grains. One of the most reliable estimates of

the Roman pondo is ba.sed upon the contents of a metallic ves-

sel known to have once held a certain measured weight of

water, but the calculation is made uncertain by the fact that

the vessel has become enlarged upon the inside by oxydation.

The Roman measure of quantity, the Amphora, was made
to hold eighty pounds of wine or oil. The Corujiarium held

a CoTKjuis, or ten pounds of fluid, spoken of as water, but

which may have been either wine or oil. The metallic ves-

sel, upon which calculations have been based, is the Congia-

rium of Vespasian, A. D. 75. Being one-eighth of the capa-

city of the Amphora, this Congiarium shows the Congius to

be about si.x pints liquid measure. This ves.sel was measured

by Auzout in 1630, and as the result of his calculations, he

concludes the Roman pound must have been 5146.32 grains.

It was also measured by Dr. Ilase, in 1721, and he states as a

result, that the Roman pound was 5203.79. The variation

may be due in some measure to the continued enlargement of

the interior of the vessel by corro.sion during over eighty years.

The second method of estimating the Roman pound, has been

1
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ail examination of the numerous ancient weights which have

been preserved in the various museums. These weights, with

their parts and multiples, upon inspection and comparison, are

found to vary exceedingly—as much as two ounces or more

in the pound. This is what might have been expected, from

the well known carelessness of the Romans regarding con-

formity to their standards of weight, measure and money.

Hence, the estimate of the exact value of the pound derived

Irom these irregular weights, is nearly valueless.

The third method by which an attempt has been made to

accurately determine the value of the Roman pound, is by es-

timates based upon calculations from existing Roman coins.

In thi.s, the authorities are Hussey, who fixes upon 50-10

grains to the pound, and Wurm and Bockh, who allow 5053,

or more, grains to the pound. The Romans began to make
light coins at an early date, hence the result of 5040 grains is

supposed too small, being made from the actual weight of the

ancient pieces, and 5204, or 5053.635, or 5053.28 grain.s, is

considered by experts and antiquarians, the nearest aporoach

to a statement of the actual weight of the Roman pound.

The old English pound was derived from the weight of 7680

grains of .sound wheat, from the middle of the ear, and well

dried. The pound sterling, was originally a pound w’eight of

silver, divide<l into 240 pence. In 1532, the French avoirdu-

pois pound was introduced by king Henry VIII. In 1588, a

pound weight w'as made by order of queen Elizabeth and de-

posited in the Treasury for safe keeping. Upon examination

in 1758, this pound w'as found to be 1| grains too light, and

was discarded, the jiound Troy, of 5760, being substituted, as

the standard, in its jilace, and is now used by the British mint.

The pound Troy was one-sixteenth heavier than the old Eng-

lish pound. In 1834, this pound weight was burned, but the

English standard in commerce is still the avoirdupois pound

of 7000 grains. The relation of the avoirdujxiis pound to the

pound Troy is nearly as that of 17 to 14. The ounce avoirdu-

pois contains 437 1 grains, and Dr. Arbuthnot estimates the
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Roman Uncia, or twelftli of the Pondus, to have been of the

same weight; this would make the Roman pound 5250 grains,

which is more than is generally conceded.

The estimate from the Congius, or some six pints of liquid

weighing ten Roman pounds, contained in the Congiarium, is

made uncertain, because we do not know the exact size of the

vessel before it was corroded, and are ignorant of the specific

gravity of whatever liquid, “wine” or “oil” or “water,” it ori-

ginally was intended to measure; neither are we informed as

to the temperature of the liquid when weighed and measured,

or of the altitude and barometrical pressure at the place where

such weighing was accomplished. All of these are elements

of variation of the most important character, yet by a general

comparison of evidence we may, perhaps, come very near the

truth. On the whole, the Congius may be supposed to have

been of say 5,200 grains—within 50 grains of the estimate of

Dr. Arbuthnot, which enables us to state the weight of the

Roman pound as from 11 J to 11| ounces, or somewhat roughly,

as I of the pound avoirdupois of 7000 grains, that now used for

commercial purposes in weighing coarse goods, in England,

the United States and elsewhere.

The Roman name for copper was Aes

;

the rude ingots, of

brick-like form, first coined for money, were called As, or As-

sarius, Asse, An-ies, Ac7iei, or Aerii in the plural. After the

reduction of the standard of Roman coinage, the full pound of

copper was designated as Acs grave^ or as As hhrales. Subse-

quently, the term Aes grave, was used to signify a full pound

of copper, coin or otherwise. Copper being an obdurate and

intractable metal, either to ca.st or forge, the ancients very

early sought to modify its character by admixture of other

and more tractable materials. The result of these experiments

was the production of a composition which was called aes by

the Romans, as copper had been named before. This aes has

been described as “brass,” but was really a bronze. No ancient

coin contains zinc, which is one of the principal components

of brass, nor is zinc to be found in any ancient work of art.
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except in such small percentage as makes it entirely prolxible

that its presence is due to accident, or the existence of the ma-

terial in native ores.

Tradition refers the discovery of copper to the island of

Euboea, and the town of Chalcis was said to have been named

from a mine of copper. In the beginning of history, copper

is said to have been imported exclusively from the island of

Cyprus, and is supposed to have derived its name from the

source of the world’s supply. The original invention and the

working of bronze (aes), was ascribed by the ancients to the

Idaen Dactyli, who were mythological per.sonages, said to have

inhabited Mount Ida in I’hrygia, or another mountain of the

same name in Crete. In the first place, there were three of

the Dactyli, viz: Celmis the smelter, Dammerneueus the ham-

mer, and Acmon the anvil. Tlie name Dactyli signifies fin-

ger.s, and subsequently their nurnlxir is said to have been in-

creased to ten, five males and five i'emales, and after this there

were fifty-two males and one hundred females. The Dactyli

were also the original discoverers and workers of iron—the

primitive miner.s, metallurgists and smiths. The fable may
be understood to teach, for tho.se who could understand, that

after the invention of the furnace, the hammer, and the anvil,

the human fingers were insj)ired to execute the work of tlie

founder and smith.

The Phoenicians were the first men known to have executetl

works in bronze; from them the art was doubtle.ss imparted

to the Greeks, and by the Greeks made known to the Komans.

The date of the first bronze work of the Phoenicians, is uncer-

tain and really jirehistoric, as was that of the development of

the same art among the Greeks. The procc.ss lor smelting

ores wa.s, however,, certainly well known in Greece at the time

of the poet Ilomer. The original composition of the aes was

very carefully stydied, the proportions being found much the

same in all the various really ancient .specimens examined,

whether they were from Greece, Rome, or elsewhere. The
composition of the aes w.as originally as follows: in 100 parts
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87.46 parts of copper and 12.54 parts of tin
;
or, by a .separate

a.ssay, 88 parts of copper and 12 parts of tin. After this com-

bination of metals had been extensively used for some time, a

change was made in the composition, new forms being intro-

duced for special purposes. All of these bronzes were called

aes, though an affix was .sometimes made to the word, ex-

pressive of supposed qualities or jdaccs of manufacture. Thus

the Aes Corinlhiacum was said to be m.ade of silver, tin and

copper, in various proportions, or with the metals combined

in equal parts. This com|>osition has been written of as

“Corinthian brass,” but it was j)robably nothing but an im-

proved and more refined aes or bronze. Another celebrated

fine bronze was called Orichalcum, or Aurichalcum, and some

of. the more valuable coins were struck of the same.

The improvements made in the manufacture of bronze, were

in con.se(jucnce of great progre.ss in the arts in which it was

u.sed. An immen^ie amount of bronze was cast into statuary

and ornamental work. The wealth and importance of famous

cities was estimated by the number of such works it con-

tained. Athens once had over three lhou.sand bronze statues

standing within its walls at once. Bronze was considered a

sacred metal, and supposed to have the power of driving away
evil spirits. It was upon brpnze coins only, that the Bornans

inscribed the legend monela sacra—meaning sacred money.

An assay of various samples of ancient bronze coins gives the

following results

:

O

Coin of Alexander the Great, 335 B. C., Copper, 86.72
;
Tin,

13.14. Coin of Ptolemy IX, 70 B. C., Copper, 84.25; Tin,

15.64; Iron a trace. OIkI Attic Coin, Copper, 86.40; Tin,

10.0 1; Lead, 1.05. Roinaii «Coin, 500 B.C., Copper, 02.04;

Tin, 7.66
;
Lead, 29.32.

The As.sarium, or As, was, strictly speaking, a denomina-

tion of Aveight, signifying about three quarters of a j>ound

avoirdupois, nominally divided into twelve parts. The term
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for coined money was originally Assarius Nurnmus. Various

words used in connection with money were derived from as,

or aes, thus aes albuuht was the jdirase for debt, and aera

meant the pay of soldiers, etc., etc. The standard of the Ro-

man weights and measures, and hence of coinage, was the con-

tents of a vase called the amphoria quadranlal or cubic am-

phora. The word amphoria was the common name of certain

vases, or urns, having handles on each side of the neck, the

bottom of the va.se forming a sharp point, which was intended

to be stuck into the ground to keep the ve.s.sel upright when
in use. The name amphora was also applied to various ves-

sels of earthenware and metal, or in some cases of basket-work

of wood. The amphora quadranlal, was properly the contents

of the square vase, the Amphora Capilolina, which was kept

for safety in the temple of Jupiter at Rome. This standard

vase held five gallons and si.\ pints of wine, English measure.

The As was divided as follows:

As,

Deunx,

Dextans,

Dodrans,

Bes,

Septunx, .

Semis, Semissi.s, Semi-As,

Quincunx,

Triens, one-third As,

Quadrans or Teruncius,

Sextan.s, one-sixth A.s,

Scscunx or Scscuncia,

Uncia,

12 ounces.

11 "

10 “

9 “

8 “

7 “

6 “

5

4 “

3 “

^ “

n “

1 ounce.

As has already been noted, the Roman uncia was very

nearly the same as the ounce avoirdupois.

Besides the above divisions and sulxlivisions of the As,
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there were multiples of the same, of which the names were,

the

Dussis, or Dupoiulius, Two Ases.

Tressis, Three Ases.

Quadrussis, Four Ases.

Decussis, Ten Ases.

Centussis, One hundred Ases,

and others after the same manner of derivation.

Of the denominations of the as named in the two preceding

tables, there have been coined, the Uncia, Sescunx, Sextans,

Quadrans, Triens, Quincunx, Semis, Dodran.s, As, Dussis, Du-

pondius, Tre.ssi.s, Quadrussis, Decussis, Centussis, etc., all in

aes, as will be related. For coined money the Romans used

the term As Nummus, or As Numus. The As Nummus
libralis, or ingot of good copper, of full weight, was soon made

lighter, and as seen from the result of an assay of an old Ro.

man coin, as already given, was presently grossly alloyed and

deb.a.'^cd. About the time the weight of the as had become

reduced to that of nine ounces, the form of the coin was

changed from that of an ingot or brick, to a round disk.

Neither the original a.s, or the round coins which succeeded

the same, were stamped, but were cast in moulds called Forma.

The.se forma were made of a kind of stone capable of resisting

the effects of heat. They were in two parts, one for the ob-

verse and one for the reverse of the coin. The forma was

constructed to cast some seven of the c'rcular coins at once, in

moulds connected by channels, so that whci) the work was

done, all the pieces came out together. In the British Museum
there arc four ases joined together as they were taken from the

forma.

The historian Pliny (TI. N. XXXIII, 3. s. 13), states that in

the time of the first Punic war, (B.C. 2G4-241) to meet the

expenses of the government, the full measure of the pound

was diminished, and ases were struck of the same weight as

the sextans of the former coinage, which is to say, two ounces.
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or one-sixth of the first weight of the as. There were other

reductions in the weight of tiie as, and whether the change

was made under pressure of military or financial necessity, or

because of the increase in the value of copper or acs, the coins

continually became lighter and lighter, until the as weighed

no more than an unica of the original .standard. There are

ascs in e.xistence of almost any weight, from the as libralis

of twelve full ounces, down to but a single ounce. Moreover,

there arc copper coins of the Tarentian family, which show
that the as was finally reduced to one forty eighth and even

one-sixtieth of the ancient weight. Though the weight of the

as was thus reduced, it remained the monetary unit of account,

was made to retain its nominal division by ounces or twelfths,

until it actually weighed no more than a quarter of an ounce,

or about 108.5 grains.

The Rom^vx As.

The first eircular copper coin cast in Rome is illustrated in

this cut, which is but half the diameter of the piece, it repre-

.sents. The two-faced type upon the obver.se, was cjilled Janus

hifrons by the Roman.s, that god being famous for taking a

double view of circumstances. The figures upon the reverse

are intended for the prow of a galley, and above that the nu-

meral one. The rudenc.ss of the rever.se, in compari.son with

the two-faced Janus, is striking, and suggests a stage of the

art of coin making when the rever.se of the j)iece was consid-

ered of minor importance. The devices here pre.sented are

the j)rominent tyjics in the coinage of the a.s, though others
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were made use of at different times. The size of the first cir-

cular ases, was 40, according to the American standard of

measurement of coins, that is, forty-sixteenths of an inch, or

two inches and a half in diameter, and it was thick enough to

make its weigh.t 4000 grains, or 9 unica and 62 J grains.

The coins in representation of the multiples of the as, such

as the dussis, dupondius, tre.ssis, quadrussis secussis centussis,

etc., were coined after the values of the as had been greatly re-

duced. Some of these coins are not extant and others are

very rare. The dodrans was coined only in one series by the

Cassian family, they being authoiized .so to do.

In most cases the specimens of the as show upon the edge

where the sprue was cut off, and the pieces .severed from each

other after being cast and taken from the forma. Under the

Roman empire, after Julius Cae.sar, the right to coin copper

was retained by the Aerarium or common Treasury of the

State, and was under the juri.sdiction of the Senate and could

be exercised only Senatus consultam, which is to say, under

authority of the Senate. The right of coining silver and gold

was at the same time entrusted to the emperor. While the

old States of Etruria, Central Italy and Rome possessed a cop-

per coinage from very early times, the coinage of the govern-

ments, free cities and other authorities of Southern Italy, and

the coast as far as Campania, made use of silver money. The
northern nations who finally established themselves on the

ruins of the Roman empire, are supposed to have had silver

money from the commencement of their settlements, and not

to have known the use of either gold or copper coins, for a

number of generations. In Rome, one who was very much
in debt, was always said to have a great deal of other people’s

copper.

There were three different series of Roman coins, which

were called the Republican, the Family, and the Imperial

Coinages. The Republican coinage began, as has been stated,

at an early period of Roman history, and was continued until

about 80 B. C. The standard metal of this series was aes.
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The Family coinage began about 170 B. C. In the first place,

certain families which held through successive generations

offices connected with the public mints, acquired through leg-

islation in their favor, the right to inscribe their names upon

the coin of the commonwealth, and afterwards had permission

to use symbols of events in their own families, as devices upon

the same. The Family coinage is sometimes called Consular

money, since the Roman Consuls were in course of time con-

ceded the right of' coinage in the same manner. The same

privilege was also extended to many families, both noble and

plebian, and was exercised at numerous places quite outside

the boundaries of Italy, in various parts of the vast Roman
dominions. The Roman Family coins bear many distin-

guished names, and commemorate numerous remarkable

events, thus forming a valuable adjunct to history, which

they verify. About 80 B. C., the family coins had entirely

suj.ier.seded the national mintage: the early types of the series

were gradually changed for portraits of ancestors, and with

these the .series was merged into the coinage of the empire.

The Family coinage was of gold, silver and copper.

The Imperial coinage of Rome began with Julius Cie.sar, B.

C. 45, and lasted over five hundred years, or until A.D. 476.

The coins of the empire were of gold, silver and copper, the

latter, as already noted, being coined under control of the

Senate. After the time cf Augustus, the copper coins bore

the record of their origin, in the letters “S. C.” or Ex S. C. for

EX Senatus consuUo inscribed upon them. The obverse of the

imperial c<}ins, bears the portrait of the successive emperors

as its type, or sometimes that of the empress, or some member
of the imperial fixmily. The reverse commemorates social or

military events of importance during the emperor’s reign, oc-

ca.sionally representing the same in an allegorical manner.

The obverse also bears the name of the emperor, and his title,

which is in some cases continued over and concluded on the

reverse. Near the close of the third century of the Christian

era, the exergue of the reverse of the coins of that period, was
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occupied by the name of the town where the coin was

minted.

The coinage executed under the emperor Augustus and that

of Livia, Aiiloiiia and Agrippina the Elder, is of much artistic

merit. The workmanship of the sestertii, coined under Nero,

IS very beautiful. The conquest of Judea is recorded by va-

rious types and devices upon the coins of Vespasian and of

Titus. The type of the sestertius of Vespasian, is the Colos-

seum of Rome. The coins of Trajan are noted for types of an

architectural character. The journeys of the emperor Ha-

(Irian are commemorated by the devices upon his coinage.

The coins and medals struck under Antonine, Marcus Aure-

lius the philosopher, and the two Faustinae, with those of

Conimodius, are well executed. There is a remarkable me-

dallion of the period of Comniodius, the impress and device

of which is derived from events in the conquest of Britain.

P’rom the time of Conimodius, the character of the Roman
coinage as to design rapidly degenerated. Base silver was ex-

tensively used for coinage in the reign of Caracalla, and Gal-

lienus coined money of copper, v/ashed or plated with silver.

The imperial coinage was a superb series, the work in general

of Greek artists.

The colonial and provincial coinages under the empire were

much inferior to ihose of the city of Rome. In the coinage

of the provinces formed out of the territories of the Greek

empire subjected to Rome, which is called the Imperial Greek,

the type of the obverse is the emperor’s head, while the re-

verse generally presents a view of the chief temple of the gods

in the city where the coinage svas made. The obver.se also

bears the name and title of the Roman emperor, but the in-

scription is in Greek characters. The imperial Greek coins

ol Alexandria, bear such devices as the heads of Jupiter Am-
mon, Isis and Canopus, the sphinx, the serpent and the wheat

ear. The Roman colonial coins, most of which were made in

Spain, where silver was abundant, form a distinct cla.ss, upon

which may generally be found the abbreviation of “Col.” for
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colonia. The Roman colonial coinage was at first distinguished

by the type of a team of oxen; afterwards, those coins bore

as a device a number of banners, by count of which could be

ascertained the number of the Legion from which the colo-

nists had been draw'n for the occupation of the country where

the money was coined and circulated. A fter the time of Gallien-

us, the im|>erial Greek and the Roman colonial coinage came

to an end, except at Alexandria Diocletian introduced a new

coin called the follis, which was made the most important coin

of the lower empire. The Roman money before the reign of

Augustus, which beAn 44 B. C., when the denarius was one-

seventh of an ounce or about sixty grains was of the following

denominations

:

Roman “Copper” Coins Before Augustus.

Name of Coin. W’t in Grains. Value.

Cts. ]Decimals.

Sextans, 70.138883 00 .29535

Quadrans or Teruncius, 105.208825 00 • .44303

Triens, 140.277777 00 .69070

Semissis, 210.41665 00 .88606

As, 420.833333 01 .77212

Dupondius, 841.666666 02 .15442

Sestertius, 1683.533332 04 .30885

Roman Silver Coins Before Augustus.

Name of Coin. W’t in Grains. Value.

Cts. Decimals.

Teruncius, .9375 00 .26930

Sembella, 1.875 00 .53860

Libella, 3.75 01 1.07722

Sestertius, 15. 04 4.30885

Quinarius, 30. 08 8.61776

Denarius, 60. 17 17.23552
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Romax Gold Coixs Before Augustus.

Name OF Coin'. W’t in Grain's. Value.

$ Cts. Decimals.

Aureus Nummus, 130.1 4 29 .87416

Valueof ilie Aureus Nummusin U.S. Cur’ey, 5 14 .02405

Scrupulum, 18.06 86 .177

Sestertium or Mille Nummi (of Account), 43 31 1845

In the preceding calculation of the weight of Roman cop-

per coin, the as is estimated to have been reduced to the weight

of the original uncia, about three-fourths of an ounce avoirdu-

pois. There were originally ten silver denarii to the pound,

but when the as was reduced to the weight just noted, the de-

narii was made sixteen to the pound. The as was afterwards

made no more than half an uncia was at first, but the denarii

were still made sixteen to the pound. Finally, after Augus-

tus, when the sestertius became the unit of account, the as was

made smaller and smaller, even as low as one-fourth or one-

fifth of an ounce.

Roman Uncia.

Though not mentioned in the table of Roman copper coins

of the period before Augustus, the uncia or twelfth of the

pound was one of the early Republican copper coins, and was

probably issued with tlie other fractional coins of the as soon

after the coinage of copper began in Rome. At first its weight

should have been over 420.833 graius, exactly that given the

as in the table, but its value decreased with the reduction of

the standard, until, if coined at all, it would have been but

F
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Bome seven or ten grains. The uncia generally bore upon the

obverse, the head of Minerva, the virgin goddess of reason,

art and skill, and a small knob, indicating one uncia, the weight

or value of the piece. The rever.se of the uncia bore the same

design shown upon the reverse of the as, with the addition of

one small knob, indicative of the value of the coin, as one-

twelfth of the as. The uncia also sometimes bore heads of

Pallas, Koma, Diana, and representations of frogs, ears of

barlev, etc.

The uncia was a unit applied by the Romans to all kinds of

magnitude. It was subdivided into 2 semi-unciaj, 3 duellaj,

4 sicilici, 6 sextulae, 2^ scrupula and 144 siliquoe. The sextu-

la was the smallest denomination of Roman money.

Rom.vx Sextans.

The Sc.xtans at first weighed about 841.66 grains. The

s{)ecirnen from which the above cut was taken weighs 779

gra ns.
.
As the standard weight of Roman coin was reduced,

some of the minor subdivisions of the as became very small

indeed, and must at last have been too minute for practical

coinage and circulation. Meanwhile, when the weight of the

as fell to four ounces?, circular pieces of five, ten, and twelve

itses came into circulation.

The Sextans bears upon the obverse the head of a eaduceu.s,

a staff borne by ambassadors and heralds in time of war, as’

modern combatants display a flag of truce. Beside this sign

of peace, the coin bore on the obverse the figure of a strigil,

an instrument u.'^cd by the Romans to rub or scrape their

Ixxlies with when at the bath. On the same side there were

also two round knob.s, indicating two uncia, as the value of

the sextans, it being one-sixth of the as. The device upon the.

reverse of the sextans was the figure of a cockleshell.
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The Quadrans or Teruncius was originally of three full

ounces, and bears three knobs, indicating its value as three-

twelfths or one-quarter of the as. The quadrans was first

coined of about 1262 5 grains. The devices upon this coin

were variou.sly, an open hand, a dolphin, a strigil, a star, grains

of wheat, heads of Hercules, Ceres and the like. It is stated

by Pliny that the quadrans, and the next larger coin, the

triens, bore the figure of a ship; it may have been somewhat

as described upon the reverse of the as and the uncia.

Triens.

The Triens bears upon the obver.se, a dolphin, a strigil, and

four knobs, indicative of the value of the coin, four-twelfths,

or one third of the as. Ou the reverse, there appears a thun-

derbolt and four knobs. The original weight of the triens

.should have been about 1683.3 grains; the specimen from

which the illustration was taken weighs 1571 grains.

An exceedingly rare Roman copper coin, not in the pre-

ceding table, is the quincunx, a piece of five ounce.s, bearing

five small knobs, indicative of its value, five-twelfths of the as.

The Semissis, semi.s, or semi-a.s, the piece of six uncia, bears

the head of Jupiter, Juno, or Pallas and the figures of strigiLs.

The semissis is always marked with the letter S, the initial of

the name of the coin, indicative of its value. The dodrans,

coined only by the Cassian family bore an S, and three balls

to indicate its value as nine uncia or nine-twelfths of the as.

The dupondius was one of the coins issued after the reduction

of the as, and was two ases in value.

The Sestertius was a coin which properly belonged to the

silver coinage of Rome
;

it was originally one-fourth of the



81 DYE^S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

denarius, or two and a half ases in value. When the as was

reduced so that sixteen of them went to the denarii, instead

of ten (except in the payment of soldiers, taxes, etc.), the ses-

tertius was made of four a.ses and coined of silver and oforichal-

cum. This orichalcum was a composition finer than the com-

mon aes, and being really a sort of brass, was much esteemed

on account of its golden color and lustre. Orichalcum was

said to have contained gold, silver and copper, and such a

costly bronze may have been made, but the sestertii were

coined of a compound metal containing zinc, a most uncom-

mon part of Roman bronze. The zinc was not obtained as a

separate metal, the Romans being ignorant of the same, but

zino ore was added to copper, and the two fused and smelted

together.

Roman Denarius—Actual Size.

The Denarius being the principal among the silver coins of

Rome, became, after the reduction of the as, the only reliable

standard of money. Estimating the weight of the denarius of

sixty grains, which was the average for sometime before Au-
gustus, Ave find that the teruncius, being but one-fortieth of the

dcnariu.s, was so light as to make it almost incredible that so

small a piece was ever coined. It is known, however, that

the teruncius, otherwise the quadrans, was coined in copper,

as has been described, and it has been mentioned among silver

coins by respectable authorities. It is very improbable the

teruncius was coined in silver after the as was made a six-

teenth of the denarius. The Sembclla Avas one-lAventieth of the

denarius.

During the last century B. C., thelibella, one-tenth of the de-

narius, seems, according to Cicero, to have been the smallest

coin in Rome. Any small sum of money Avas, hoAvever, called
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libella, and it is argued that the term was used only to indi-

cate the tenth of a sestertius. There are no specimens of the

libella extant.

The name of the sestertius, one-quarter of the denarius, is

an abbreviation or contraction of the jdirasc senu's tertius, sig-

nifying two and a half. The .symbol of the sestertius was II.

S. or I. I. S., indicating two pounds and a half

—

i. e., two ases

and a half.

The quinarius, one-half of the denarius, was called victoria-

tus as well, on account of a figure of victory which was in-

scribed upon it as a device. These coins were first imported

from Illyria, but the coinage of them began in Rome about

B.C. 177.

The denarius, which, as it name’ implies, was at first equal

in value to ten ases, was coined as the beginning of the Ro-

man silver coinage, five years before the first Punic war, or

B. C. 269. Originally a Roman pound of silver was coined

into 84 denarii, but subsequently, the change being sujrposed

to have been made in the reign of Nero, A. D. 54 to 68, no

less than 96 denarii were made out of that quantity of silver.

The denarius was the type of the Roman silver coinage, and

originally about 966^ fine. Silver, which was at first the

universal currency of Greece, had been imported into Rome
in drachma?, and circulated there, long before the Romans un-

dertook to coin it. The Greck.s, from first to last, coined but

little copper, the country and its islands having rich silver

mines. There were silver mines in Greece, in Siphnos, Thes-

saly, Attica and elsewhere
;
besides the exceeding rich mines

of Laurion, belonging to Athens, which were worked as late

as A. D. 200. Rome coined a great quantity of copper, but

as their conquests extended, the Romans imported silver from

the colonies. !Most of the silver u.scd in Rome was taken from

the old mines in Spain, which, before the Romans, were
worked by the Phoenicians and Carthaginian.s, and though sub-

sequently abandoned for the rich placers of Mexico and Peru,

are not yet exhausted.
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The deuarius was coined upon the standard of the Greek

drachma.

Atheniax Drachma—Actuai. Size.

Tlie type of the Athenian drachma was, in the earliest

times, an owl, symbol of Minerva, known also as Athene.

Afterwards the head of Athene, was placed upon the obverse

and the owl upon the reverse of the piece. The Romans, who
• laid violent hands upon the institutions and property of their

neighbors, also adopted their gods. Roma, Athene and Min-

erva were the same divinity. By comparison of the two pre-

ceding illustrations, it will be seen the only sj>ecial diflcrence

in the type of the obverse, is in the wings which apjxjar in

the Roman coin upon the head of Roma. Tlie denarius and

the drachma were moreover supposed to be of an equal value,

but aside from the fact that the Athenians were more careful

than the Romans to preserve the purity of their coinage,

ancient specimens of the drachma and denarius show the

drachma to be one-ninth most valuable
;
the subsequent falling

off of the drachma made these Roman and Greek coins so

nearly equal, that they were probably interchangeable and

current together.

The early types of the denarii, generally bear upon the ob-

vei'se the head of Roma, wearing a helmet; otherwise, the

Dioscuri, or a head of Jupiter. On the reverse appear chari-

ots drawn by two or by four horses. Chariots with two

horses were hiyae and the coin bearing such device hi'jati.

Four horses were quadri'jae and the coin bearing that device

qnudrvjatt. Some of the denarii had their edges notched like

a saw, to show the quality of the coin, or as a guard against

mutilation. Such coins were called serrali. Many denarii, as
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in the preceding cut, bear upon the obverse a cross or letter

X, indicating their nominal value of ten ases.

Roman' Gold Coin Before Augustus.

The standard Roman gold coin before Augustus, was called

aureus nummus, or denarius aureus, being named from the

Latin words aurum, which signifies gold, and nummus, which

means money
;
or from denarius, ten ases, and aureus, gold.

The aureus nummus, according to Pliny, was coined 40 to

the pound, until under Nero they Avere made 45 to the pound.

At 40 to the pound, the aureus nummus should be as much

as 130,1 grains, while those made 45 to the pound should

weigh 115.64 grains. The heaviest aureus nummus known

is one coined under Pompey, which Avcighs 128.2 grains.

The aureus was reckoned double the weight of the denarius,

and m.ay have averaged a little heavier. As the denarius is

stated to have been of 60 grains, this would make the aureus

to consist of 120 grains. The aurei in the British Afuseum

are specimens of the earlier and heavier coinages
;
they average

121.26 grains. It is argued that as the later aurei Averc made

lighter than the older mintages, the assumed 120 grains aver-

age v/eight is probably a very close calculation.

Almost the only method of purifying gold known to the

'ancients Avas the grinding of the ore, or of the metal, and then

carefully roasting the dust. While this process could not be

relied upon for chemical perfection, it gave a very good pro-

duct. The art of mixing metals Avas not thoroughly under-

.stood by the Romans, and their purpose .seems to have been

to make gold coin of perfect purity. From the nature of the

ores hoAvever, and from the character of the process, as de-

scrilx;d, a certain percentage of silver Avas contained in all the

aurum coined into Roman gold coin. The average fineness

of the Roman gold coin before Augustus is 966.66, or one

part in 300 of alloy, that is 299 parts pure gold, and one part

native silver.

The aureus nummus was reckoned equal in value to 25 de-
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narii of silver, or about $4,31, according to the ratio of ten or

twelve of gold, to one of silver, which was common in Home
before Augustus. According to the modern ratio, of about

fifteen of gold, to one of silver, the value of the aureus num-
mus would be nearly $o, 13.75. Dr. Arbuthnot reclcon.s the

value of the aureus nummus, according to the proportion of

gold to silver mentioned by Pliny, and finds it to bo $5,89.6.

According to the proportion which now obtains among us, he

makes the value of the aureus $5,03. According to the decu-

ple proportion of one to ten, mentioned by Livy and Julius

Pollu.x, he finds the value of the aureus nummus would be

$3,13.2. According to the projiortion mentioned by Tacitus,

making the aureus nummus exchangeable for 25 denarii, he

calculates the aureus worth $3,91.5. As has already been

stated regarding the c.alculations of the value of ancient coins,

the changes in the respective values of metals, and the fluctua-

tions in the standards of coinage, make the jiroblcm difficult

and results uncertain. Still the figures given may be relied

upon as tolerably accurate appro.ximations to the facts.

Pliny states that the coinage of silver began in Home 269

B. C
,
and the coinage of gold into the aureus nummus com-

menced 62 years later, or 207 B. C. Other authorities pkacc

the date of the earliest Homan coinage of silver at about 281

B. C., and state that the first gold coin.age i.ssucd from the

mint of Rome was made about 90 B. C., and consisted of the

Bcrupulum, equivalent to 20 sestertii, and of double and treble

scrupula, respcctiv’cly equivalent to 40 or 60 sestertii. With-

out entering upon the criticism requisite to warrant a decided

expression uoon the subject of these several dates for the .same

event, it may be stated that the scrupulum, or more pro]x;rly

the scripulum or .scriplum, was the smallc-st denomination of

weight among the Romans, representing the twenty-fourth

part of the uncia, or the 288th part of the a.s, j)oudu.s, or libra.

It was about 17.5 or 13 grains avoirdupois.

In the same way that the word a.s, was used to signify a

uuit of any kind divisible into twelve j)arts, so the word
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scrupulr.m, was made to denote tlic 2S8th part of any whole.

From scrupuliiin we derive tlie term sernple, the third ]>artof

a dram. Though the scrnpulum was the smallest aetual Ho-

man weight, there were .such divisions of the same mentioned

as the obolus or half scruple, the semi-obolus or quarter

seruple, and the siliciua or one-si.\th of a scruple, originally

like the old Knglish pound, the average weight of a certain

number and kind of seeds.

The British ^Museum contains Roman gold coins of one

scruj)ulum, weighing 17.2 grains; two scrupula, 3-1.5 grains

;

three serupula, 51.3; and four scrupula, 68.9 grains. The
value of these i)icccs, according to the Roman standaril and ra-

tio of metals, was : one scrupulum, of 20 sestertii—from $0.78.

20 to $0,86.6177
;
two scrupula, of 40 sestertii—from $1,56.

40 to $1,73.2354
;
three scrupula, of 60 sestertii—from $2,34.

60 to $2,59.8531
;
four scrupula, of 80 sestertii—from $3,12.

64 to $3,46.4703. These pieces arc marked respectively XX,
for 20 sestertii, XXXX, for 40 sestertii, as in ttie engraving

here prc.sented, for 60 sestertii
;
and the largest piece, as in

the engraving, but with an additional X, for 80 sestertii.

Tripi.k Scrupulum.

The Scrupulum and the double, treble, and quadruple

scrui)ula, were of the same design, c.xccpt the in.scrijition de-

noting their value. They all bear the head of Mars upon the

obverse, and on the reverse an eagle standing defiant, wield-

ing a thunderbolt in midheaven. On the illustration given, a

star may be seen abreast of the eagle. The meaning of the

allegory c.\prcs.scd by the type and device of this coin is ob-

vious: “Mans, the god of war, protects the commonwcallh of

Rome, whose eagle wields the thunderbolt of power, supreme

amid the stars of fate and destiny !”
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Roman Money of Account Befoue Augustus.

The nature of a money of account has been described in this

volume in the Chapter on the The Origin of Money.
Money of account is a denominational unit of value not ne-

cessarily represented by a coin or any correspondence of

money. The Roman unit of value before Augustus was the

as, originally a pound of copper, subsequently of aes or bronze.

The grand or principal money of account in the Roman com-

monwealth or republic was the scslertium, which signified

money to the value of a small fraction over $43,10. The ses-

tertium was derived from the sestertius, of which it was the

multiple, 1000 sestertii being accounted a sestertium, and con-

sidered by some authorities to have originally represented 2^

pounds of .silver {sesterlum pondus ar>jcnli).

The sestertium was never more than a mere money of ac-

count, having no coin to represent its denomination. After

Aimustus, the sestertius was the denomination of Roman
money almost always used in reckoning any considerable sum-

The denarius was the coin in which large payments were

made. The term sestertius was used not only toe.xpress

as, 2} pounds of silver or the thousandth part of a sestertium

of money whatever the value of silver, but was also a])plied

to any measurement always meaning two and a half of any

given unit.

Roman Coins After Augustus.

During the reign of Augustus, from B. C. 44 to A.D. 14,

the as, which, since prehistoric limes, had been the monetary

unit of Rome, was diminished to an half ounce and less in

weight, and becoming of quite uncertain value, was virtually

superseded in circulation by the copper sestertius, the piece

called by numismatists the first bronze. The first bronze was

about the size of an English penny, and the as still remained

a constant unit of value, and all minor accounts were kept in

ascs, as larger amounts were reckoned in sastertii or the .ses-

tertium. The sestertius, as has been staled, derived its ratio
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from the silver denarius, being at first of 2| and afterwards 4
ases value. The dupondius, half of the sestertius, is called by
numismatists the second bronze. The half of the dupondius

was called the assarium, an old name of the as. The assarium

is known to numismatists as the third bronze.

Aureus of Augustus.

After the reign of Augustus, when the denarius had been

reduced to one-eighth of an ounce or 52.5 grains, the standard

Roman coins were of the following denominations:

N.A.ME OF Com. M ETAL. W’t m Grains. Value.

Cts. Decimals.

Sextan-s, Bronze, 35 or less. 00 .159713540

Quadrans, a 52.5 00 .238046875

Triens, a 70 00 .319427083

Se missis, i( 105 “ 00 .479140625

Assarium (As), (t 210 “ 00 .95828125

Dupondius, u 420 01 .9165625

Sestertius,* Orichalcum. 840 03 .833125

Sestertius, Silver, 13.125 “ 03 .833125

Quinarius, U 26.25 “ 07 .66625

Denarius, u 52.5 “ 15 .3325

Aureus Nummus, Gold, 120.0 “
$4,13 .36525

U U Present ratio of metals. 5,14 .024062495

Sestertium or Mille Nummi (of Account), 38,01 .99312499

In the table of Roman Coins After Augustu.s, the assarium

as the unit of the copper coinage, is estimated at one-half an

uncia, or one twenty-fourth of the as, or pondusof 5040 grains

Troy. Of the copper sestertius, there is in c.xistencc a inag-

nilieent series, from Augustus B. C. 44 to Gallienus, A. D. 268.
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After Gallienus, the first bronze, or the sestertius, disapjieared

from the eoinage of Rome, The second bronze, or the du-

pondius, was not issued after the reign of Diocletian, A. D.

281-305, and about this time the third bronze, or the assari-

um, was reduced to onc-twcnticth of an uneia, or about 21

grains Troy. From the time of Commodius, A. D. 180-192,

there was a rapid fulling off in the general character of the

Roman coinage, and in the reign of Caracalla, from A. D. 211

to 217, base silver was extensively used in the Roman mints.

Gallienus, iluring his wretched rule, coined copper coins and

washed or jdated them with silver, after the manner of other

counterfeiters of the present day. 'Ihc colonial coinage be-

came even wor.se than that of Rome, though there was great

variety. With the establishment of Christianity as the Ro-

man religion, A. D. 312, a few Christian types were placed

upon the coin. The as.sarium, or third bronze of Con.stantine,

bears the hihariini, the military standard of Constantine,

adopted by him in remembrance of the vision of the cro.ss in

the sky, which he pretended to have .seen Octobci 12, A. D.

312, during his march against Maxentins. The labarum rep-

resented the cross and the “monogram of Christ,” I.H.S.;

also, in later times, the Greek letters Alpha and Omega. In

the time-of Constantine, large medallions called conLornhUi

were minted. They were encircled by a deep groove, and

seem to have been intended as prizes to be awarded the victors

in the public games. Upon the accession of Julian the Apos-

tate to the imperial throne of Rome, A. D. 301-303, the

ancient pagan types were reproduced in the coinage; after his

time, the as.sarium, or third bronze, disappears, and the ancient

coinage of Rome is at an end.

There were many counterfeit ancient coin.s, both Greek and

Roman. The Greek counterfeiters were very skillful, and

many .specimens of their work exist in first-cla.ss condition.

The Roman counterfeit money was mostly cast. In modern

timc.s, the counterfeiting of ancient coin.s, has been a regular

art, some of the genuine specimens of the old scries being of
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great value. At ibi.s business have been employed .such c.k-

perts as Giovanni Cavino and Alessandro Ba.ssiano of Padua,

Benventito Cellini, Devrieux and Weber of Florence; Carte-

ron of Holland; Congornicr of Lyons; Laroche of Grenoble;

Caprarc of Smyrnia and others, their productions commanding

high prices, even when known to be imitations. Almost all

kinds of rare coins are counterfeited successfully, and nothing

is more common in this way, than the alteration of the dates

of common pieces, to resemble such as arc scarce, and, there-

fore, at a premium.

§ On the death of Theodosius the Great, A.D. 395, the

great Roman empire was permanently divided. The eastern

part, with its capital at Constantinople, was bequeathed to the

elder son of Arcadius, of the same name, who was the first of

the Byzantine emperors. The territories governed by the

young Arcadius and his successors, v/as called the Byzantine

empire; the R:)man empire of the East; the Eastern empire;

the Greek empire, and the Lower empire. The line between

the Byzantine empire, and the Roman empire of the West,

commenced a short distance above Pesth,- a central city of

Hungary, 135 miles E. S. E. from Vienna, capital of the empire

of Austria, and followed the rivers Danube, Save and Drina,

and was continued on a line from Scutari, running near the

Adriatic sea toward the Greater Syrtis off the coast of Cyrena-

cia in Africa.

Under the empress Pulcheria, the first woman who was

raised to that dignity, the Byzantines, though ably governed,

were compelled to jiay Attila, the king of the Huns, a tribute,

which at first was VOO pounds of gold a year, but was after-

wards raised to 2,100 pounds of gold a year, although a jirov-

ince south of the Danulxi Avas at the same time ceded to him.

It was Marcian, the husband of Pulcheria, who persuaded At-

tila to push his warlike enterprise to the regions of Italy and

the west, rather than desolate the Byzantine countries. The
Byzantine empire attained the summit of its glory, under Jus-
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tinian I, A. D. 527-565. During this long reign, industry

flourished, the culture of silk was introduced into Europe,

civilization advanced, while scholarship and thought were pro-

tected and developed. The code of law drawn up at this time

ha.s ever since been the leading authority among jurists of all

civilized nations.

Afterwards, the Byzantine empire was weakened, and fell

into disorder through theological and religious controversies,

about “the personal will of Christ,” and other abstract ques-

tions, out of which grew persecutions and bloodshed by assasi-

nation and otherwise. After a varied and warlike history, the

Byzantine empire ended with the conquests of the Turks, from

A. D. 1453 to 1461, and with its fall, perished a power which,

through the dark ages, had preserved civilization and fostered

art and literature, when all western Europe was trampled un-

der the feet of barbarian hordes.

The money coined by the Byzantine empire, for about a

thousand years, forms the connecting link between ancient

and modern coins. The chief piece among Byzantine coins,

was the gold solidus, or nomisma, which was long famed for

its great purity, and had an extensive circulation all over Eu-

rope. The general type of Byzantine coins, is the head of the

emperor or empress on the obverse, which, after the tenth cen-

tury, is supported by some supposed protecting saint. The
reverse, at early dates, bore the representation of victory, and

a cross, afterwards, entirely Christian designs were prc.senterl,

among them Christ, or the virgin Mary, the last Ixiing some-

times represented as upholding the walls of Constantinople.

The inscriptions upon the first Byzantine coins were made in

T>atin
;
those of a later date were in either Greek or Latin;

afterwards, the Greek language alone was used upon this coin-

age. The term solidus is a Latin word, meaning solid. The

Boman emperor Alexander Severus, A. D. 222-235, coinetl

pieces of one-half the gold aureus, which were called .semissis;

abso pieces of one-third the aureus, which were called tremi.ssis.

From this time the aureus was called the solidus. Constantine
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the Great, up to A. D. 332, coined aurei of 72 to the

pound, or 70 grains each, at which standard the solidus was

nominally coined until the partition of the empire and the

establishment of the Byzantine government in the east of

Europe.

Coin of Constantine.

Originally worth about five dollars, the aureus, whether

coined by that name, or as the solidus, like all other ancient

coins, was of variable weight, fineness and value, even when
the attempt was made to coin it of a certain standard. More-

over, the standard was changed from time to time, the weight

was diminished, the aurum or gold was more and more alloyed

with cuprum or copper, and thus by double means the value

of the coin was decreased. The soldi formerly in use in Italy,

were lineal historic representatives of the once famous and

noble Bzyantine solidus, and finally the same coin appears in

modern time.s, in the degenerate form of the French copper

coin the sol or sou, worth less than a cent of the currency of

the United States. During the period called the Middle Age.s,

from the fall of the Roman western empire, A D. 476, to the

discovery of America, A. D. 1492, the most important coin of

Europe was the silver denier or penny, derived from the Ro-

man denarius. The half of the denier was called the obole,

which was at first coined of silver, but afterwards of billion or

soft white composition, a kind of spelter. This kind of coin

yras set in circulation in the German empire, in France and in

England
;

it was also coined by the Scandinavian states, and

often in various places by ecclesiastical j)rinces and feudal

lords, who thus assumed the prerogative of sovereigns, with-
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out due authority. The workmanship of much of this de-

based and irregular coinage, indeed that of the states them-

selves, was little if any superior to that which has been illus-

trated on a former page, bearing tbe tortoise emblem of Aph-
rodite, and struck by the earliest mint-masters of primitive

Greece, centuries before the Christian era.

The regal coin of the early middle ages, has in general as

the type, upon the obverse, the bust of the sovereign, the re-

verse bearing the figure of a Greek cros.s, and the name or

title of the king, with the place of mintage, or the name or

mark of the master of the mint. The practice of stamping

the arms of the country upon a coin, with the Greek cross, be-

gan in the 12th century, but was superceded for a time after-

wards. Daring the 13th and 14th centuries, coins were first

issued by free imperial cities, or municipal corporations. The
most notable piece of money of this period, was a thin piece

called a hracleale^ struck in relief on one side, while hollow or

incused on the other, after the manner of the coins of Taren-

tum, which have been described on page 57.

The bracteate were a very inferior coinage, some of them

bearing no inscription, many but a letter or two, or an abbre-

viation of a legend, and very few having the same inscribed

in full. The mediaival coins down to the 14th century, are

struck with but a slight impress of the die, making the de-

sign very light in relief; the pieces arc quite thin and the art

degraded.

§ It is to be understood, that the present writing makes no

pretense of anything like even a glance, over the whole field

of ancient coinages. Those who desire full information, must

devote much study to many authors in various languages.

The only effort here made, is to give in a popular manner, a

general idea of the most remarkable series of old coins, as re-

presentations of the most common standards of money in bye-

gone ages; the work intended, is mainly with the commer-

cially circulating coins of the present era of the world, to
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which this sketch is part of an introduction. To the merely

curious and critical, an interesting subject of study is presented

in the Ilindoo or Indian coinage of a very early origin. The

ancient Hindoo coins are of copper, and square in form, bear-

ing a legend in the Pali language. It is conjectured that they

were struck about 300 B. C., but the date is quite uncertain—

•

the antiquity of India is old indeed

!

Though Abraham was one of the first of men mentioned in

history, as making use of money, and the most famous finan-

ciers of the present age are among his descendants, yet there

is no absolute proof, that the Hebrews had a coinage of their

own, until the time of the Maccabees, or, more properly, the

Asmonaeans, when, about the year 139 B. C., Antiochus VII,

Sidetes, the son of Demetrius I, king of Syria, among other

privileges, granted ihe Jews, then subject to his power, con-

ceded “to Simon the High Priest and prince of his nation,”

the right of coining money. This was in the hundred and

seventy-fourth year of the Seleucidan era.

As extensive concessions had already been made the Jews

by Demetrius, it is more than probable that Simon the As-

monajan aforesaid, had begun a coinage before the formal per-

mission so to do had been given by Antiochus. The reign of

Simon Maccabaius, was but eight years, from B. C. 143 to B.

C. 135, when he and his two sons, Judas and Mattathias, being

on a journey, with his wife, were treacherously murdered at

the fortress of Doch, in the middle of a feast, by his son-in-law

Ptolemy, governor of Jericho.

The coins, made under the government of Simon, were

struck during three years and the commencement of a fourth.

These coins are dated as of the first, second, third, or fourth

year, but whether the “first year,” was the first of Simon’s

reign, or the first year, of the coinage, is unknown
;
they are

of four difierent years, but whether coined during the first

or the last years, during which Simon led and protected the

Hebrews, is uncertain. Thus the first Hebrew coinage, and the

only one made by them of silver, may be considered to have
G
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taken place, either from B. C. 143 to B. C. 139, or, from B. C.

139 to B. C. 135. The denominations were, the shekel, half

shekel, quarter shekel, and the sixth of the shekel.

Uebrew Shekel—First Year.

Obverse: A cup or chalice (“Pot of Manna”), above whieh

is in.scribed a Hebrew letter, signifying one; meaning either

the first year of Simon’s reign, or the first year of the Hebrew

coinage. Legend; Shehel Drael, “Shekel of Israel.”

Reverse: A trefoil, triple lily, or hyacinth (“Aaron’s rod”).

Legend : Jermhalem kedoshah, “Jerusalem the Holy.” Silver.

Hebrew Half Shekei.—First Year.

Obver.se; A enj) or chalice (“Pot of Manna”), alwve w'hich

is inscribed the Hebrew letter, signifying one. Legend : Chatzi

/laShekel, “Half-Shekel.”

Reverse: A triple lily or hyacinth (“Aaron’s rod”). Le-

gend: Jerushalem kedoshah, “Jerusalem the Holy. Silver.

Hebrew Shekel—Seco.nd Year.

Obverse: A cup or chaiicc, alx)ve which two Hebrew letters
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are inscribed, in an abbreviation for Shenath Shethaim ; mean-

ing the “year two.” Legend: Shekel Israel^ “Shekel of

Israel.”

Reverse: A triple lily or hyacinth. Legend* Je^ushalaim

ha-kedoshah, “Jerusalem the Iloly.” Silver.

Hebrew Half Shekel—Second Year.

Obver.se: A cup or chalice, above which is inscribed, in an

abbreviation, Shenath Shethaim
;
meaning the “ year two.”

Legend: Chatzi ha-Shekel, “Half Shekel.”

Reverse: A triple lily or hyacinth. Legend: Jerushalaim

ha-kedoshah, “Jerusalem the Holy.” Silver.

Obverse: A cup or chalice, above which is inscribed, in an

abbreviation, Shenath She.losh; meaning the “year three.”

Legend: Shekel hrad, “Shekel of Israel.”

Reverse: A triple lily or hyacinth. Legend: Jerushalaim

ha-kedosha, “Jerusalem the Holy.” Silver.

Hebrew Half Shekel—Third. Year.

Obverse : A cup or chalice, above which is inscribed, in ab-
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Ijreviation, Shenath Shelosh ; meaning the “year three.” Le-

gend: Chaizi ha-S/iekel, “Ualf Shekel.”

Keverse: A triple lily or hyacinth. Legend: Jerushalaim

ha-kedoshah, “Jerusalem the Iloly.” Silver.

Hebrew Shekel—Fourth Year.

Obverse: A cup or chalice, above which is inscribed, an

.abbreviation for Shenath arba,\ meaning the “
3'ear four,”

Legend: Shekel Israel, “Shekel of Israel.”

' Ecver.se: A triple lily or hyacinth. Legend: Jerushalaim

ha-kedoshah, “Jerusalem the Holy.” Silver.
* There are both silver and copper coins extant, which bear

the types and legends of the Hebrew shekels of the fourth

year, but of these, the copper pieces, arc by some considered

counterfeits. It is supposed, as history gives no information

upon the subject, that the Jews, who were at that time, under

very heavy war expenses, may have been compelled to strike

copper money to meet financial emergencies
;
but it is regarded

as quite unlikely, that they should strike both silver .and cop-

per shekels during the .same year. The silver shekel of the

fourth year is the last coin of that metal struck by the He-

brews until the first and second revolts, A. D, 60 and A. D. 115.

As to the legend “Jeru.salem the IIol}-,” upon the coins

already described, it refers to a title given Jerus.alem at a very

early time. Demetrius Soter (Demetrius the Savior), king of

Syria, B. C. 162, decreed the city .should be “holy and free.”

It was common for nuany Greek cities, in particular those

.along the Mediterranean, exempt from taxes, to be described

as holy and inviolable. In the gospel of Mathew, Jerusalem

is c.alled “the holy city,” and the Arabs still call it by the

n.aine Kl-Kuds, “the holy.” The Greek cities inscribed the

title of Holy, upon their coinage, and in the same way
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shalaim ha-kedoshah'^ upon the coins of Simon Maccabncnis,

was not a case of pretentious self-righteousness, on the part of

the Hebrews, but an assertion of the guaranteed freedom and

independence of their capital. However, as the Hebrew gdv-

ernment was ideally Theocratic, the political affairs of the peo-

ple acquired a certain religious importance and significance.

The types of Hebrew coins are taken, either from the utensils

of the temple, or from the plants, fruits and flowers of their

country, emblems of religious faith or of material prosperity

and happiness. In later times, Roman and other types were

blended on a coinage not purely Hebraic.

The copper half shekels, quarter shekels and sixths of slie^

kels, coined in the fourth year only, are of difterent types and

varieties from the preceding silver coinage of the same series,

and may be described as follows

;

Hebrew H.\lf Shekel—Fourth Year.

Obverse : Two boquets of branches and leaves (Lulah) ; be-

tween them a citron (^Ethroy). Legend: Shenath arha Chatzi.

“In the fourth year—one half.”

Reverse : A palm tree, on each side of which there stands

a basket full of dates and fruits of other kinds. Legend: Li-

(jullaih Zion, “The redemption of Zion.” Aes or copper.

Hebrew Quarter Shekel—Fourth Year.

Obverse: Two boquets of branches and leaves. Legend:
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Ehenath arha Rehia- meaning, in indication of tlie date and

value, “in tlic fourth year—one-quarler.”

Reverse: A citron or ethroy. Legend; Li(jullalh Zion.

“The redemption of Zion.” Acs cr copper.

Hebrew Sixth of a Shekel—Fourth Year.

Obverse: A cup or chalice. I^igend ; Liyullalh Zion.

“The redemption of Zion.”

Rever.se: A boquet of branches between two citrons or e</t-

rojs. Legend: Shenalh arha. “In the fourth year.” Aesor
copper.

Under John Ilyrcanu.s, B. C. 135 to B. C. 106, the Hebrews
struck a^arge number of coins, which were .ncs or copper only.

The obver.se bears an inscription, Jehochanan Ifahkohen Ilay-

ijadol vecheher Ilajehxulimy “Johanan High Priest and the Con-

federation of the Jews,” enclosed by a wreath of laurel or olive.

Tlie reverse displays two cornua '•opiic, with a poppy head

between them. The inscription on the obverse varies upon

the coins of this series at diflerent i.ssues, but the general pur-

port is the .same. The type of the double cornua-copite ori-

ginated’ in Egypt, and was probably adopted by the Hebrews

in imitation of the coin.agc of Syria, and m.ay have l>een in-

tended as an emblem of the prosperity of Judea under the rule

of John Ilyrcanus.

Jud.as Aristobolus succeeded John Ilyrcanus, taking the

title of king; he reigned from B. C. 106 to B. C. 105, only one

year
;
his coinage is of the precedent type, except the neces-

sary ch.ange of name on the obverse.

An anchor; an eight-r.aycd star; an urn; covered vcs.sels;

(of the temple?) on stands; tripods; common five-pointed

stars
;
helmets

;
the 7au, or crux ansula—the Assyrian sign
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of life; Macedouian shields; the winged cadueeus
;
pome-

granates with leaves; tlie prow of a galley with a trident;

galleys with oars, and others w'ith oars and sails
;
bunehcs of

grapes, and grape leaves, are suceessive types of the Hebrew
coinage under Alexander Janna'us, B. C. 105 to B. C. 78

;
his

wife Alexandra, B. C. 78 to B. C. 69; Ilyrcanus II, B. C. 69

to B. C. 65; Aristobulus II and Alexander II, B. C. 65 to B.

C. 49; Ilyrearms II (the restoration), B. C. 47 to B. C. 40;

Antigonus, B. C. 40 to B. C. 37 ;
Ilerod (the Great), B. C. 37

to B. C. 4, and by their gradually inereasiugly Roman or

foreign character, indicate the encroachments of Roman con-

quest and the growing subserviency of the kings of Judea,

A small copper coin exists supposed to be Hebraic, and to

have l>een struck under Alexander Jaunaeus, or Alexander II,

which bears upon the obverse a human head, and on the re-

verse an eight-rayed star. No legend is visible. If this coin

is really Hebraic, it is the earliest violation, in the making of

Jewish money, of the Mosaic commandment : “Thou shall not

make unto thyself any graven image or any likeness of any-

thing, etc,” though another instance may be noted hereafter-

Under Alexander Jannaeus, the coins at first bore inscriptions

in modernized Hebrew
;

afterwards Hebrew and Greek in-

scriptions were struck together, after which Greek inscrip-

tions bccvime general and were used exclusively.

Under the Herod Philip II, B. C. 4 to B. C. 34, the coinage

for the Hebrews bore the head of Tiberius, the Rolnan em-

peror, on the obverse, and a view of a tetrastylc temple on the

reverse. The coins bear various inscriptions in Greek, and

the date. The name of the emperor is inscribed ujion one

s])ccimen. As has been already stated, the placing of the

figure of any human being, or even an animal, upon the He-

brew coin, was a violation of the Mosaic law, which must

have been exceedingly obnoxious to the Jews of “Jerusalem

the Holy.” But the mintage was not always done at Jerusa-

lem, and as in the case of all the better Roman coins, the ar-

tists were Greek, while Herod doubtless much preferred to
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flatter the head of Rome, and thus secure his own position,

rather than observe any law whatever. In keeping with this,

the tetrastyle ternjde on the reverse of his coinage, was sup-

posed to be a representation of one built by Ilerod J, and dedi-

cated to Cajsar.

A fringed umbrella; threefold heads of wheat; the figure

of Fortune; (/uat/nyae or four-horse chariots
;
victory flying

;

clasped hands
;
scenes of sacrifice, and an eagle, are the types

used for the reverse of Hebrew eoins, with the heads of the

emperors of Rome upon the obverse, until Agriopa II as-

cended the throne as king of the Jews, to reign under Roman
protection, from A. I). 48 to A.D. 100. 'Ihis Agrippa, was

the last prince of the Ilerodian line, the one before whom Paul

had his trial, and to whom he made his great speech in de-

fense of Christianity. Agrippa II placed hi.s own likeness

upon the Hebrew coin, A. D. 58, but was doubtless promptly

forbidden so to do by the Romans, as in A.D. 59, and after-

wards, up to A. D. 95, his coins cither bear the emblem of the

town where they were minted, a female head, or the head of

the Roman cmi')eror, with other types and inscriptions charac-

teristic of a Roman colonial coinage.

The copper coins struck in Judea by the Roman Procura-

tor.s, from A.D. 6 to A.D. 65, were designed, according to the

orders of the Roman Senate, with respect for the Hebraic na-

tional law and popular sentiment, and hence bore as types,

only such objects as ears of corn; palm trees; bunches of

dates; an altar; vases; urns; the lituus (a short, crooked staff

used by Roman augurs and astrologers in divining); thecorn-

ua-copiee and ]>oppy head, and shields.

The Jews revolted against the Romans A. D. 66, but were

again subjugated, and Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans un-

der Titus, A. D. 70. The Eleazars, High Priests, with Simon

son of Gioras and other leaders of faction, as well as the Syn-

hedrium or Supreme Authority at Jerusalem, during the re-

volt coined both .silver and copper coins, to which they re-

stored the Lulah (bunch of branchas and leaves), and the Elk-
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ro(j (citron), which liad been the prominent types of the glo-

rious reign of Simon Maccabceus. Palm trees
;
lyres

;
bunches

of grapes
;
grape leaves

;
urns

;
pitchers

;
cups

;
chalices and

temples were also stamped upon this coinage of the revolt, all

suggestive to the Jews of the ancient glories of their religion,

and calculated to inspire them to most desperate efforts for

the independence of their country. Some of the.'C coins bear

such legends, in Hebrew or Samaritan, as : Ekzar Jfaklcohen^

“Elezar the High Priest”; Shenath Achath Liijullalh Israel,

“First year of the redemption of Israel”
;
Lachcruth Jerusalem,

<“The deliverence of Jerusalem”
;
Schin Beth Lacherulh Israel,

“Second year of the deliverance of Israel,” etc., etc., according

to the authority by whose orders they were coined and the

date of their issue.
^

The Roman coins struck during the reign of Vespasian, to

commemorate the capture of Jerusalem by Titus, were minted

in Judea and in Rome; tho.se struck in Judea had for an ob-

verse, a laureated head, and on the reverse was a palm tree,

supporting a shield, whereon victory was making an appro-

priate inscription. The.se pieces were of aes or copper. The
coins of this .series struck at Rome, were of gold, silver, aes or

brass. The obverse bore the emperor’s head and titles
;
the

rever.se a Roman troph}^, and Judea, represented as a captive

female, sitting on the ground. Underneath the device is in-

scribed lYDAEA, “Judea.”

On the reverse of some of the.se coins, the captive sits at the

foot of a palm tree, her hands bound behind her back. Some
have the captive standing, the hands being tied before her, and

the legend IVDAEA DEVICTA. On some pieces, .she sits be-

neath the palm, her hands being free, while a Roman soldier

stands guard over her. On others, a Jew and Jewess are near

the palm, his hands tied behind him as he stand.s, while she

sits weeping, the legend being, IVDAEA CAPTA, “Judea
Captive.”

Similar coins were struck under the Roman emperor Domi-
tan, until A. H. 85 or somewhat later. There are coins com-
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mcmorative of tlic conquest of Jerusalem, whereon Judea is,

seated at the foot of the palm, the legend being, TVDAEA
NAVALIS, though the Jews never were a naval j)0 \ver.

Also, one of Titus, his foot on the prow of a V'csscl, victory

in one hand, a spear in the other, and Jews suppliant before

him.

In the 3'car A.D. llo, began the second revolt of the Jews,

while Trajan was engaged in a Parthian c.vpedition. ^I'lio re-

volt was suppres.scd A. D. 135. During its continuance, Si-

mon Bar-cochab, the leader of the Jew.s, recoined silver and

copper money, striking over Grecian and Roman designs, the.

ty[)es, symbols and legends of the coinage during the lirst re-

volt and that anciently done under Simon Maccabojus, with

the additional device, in .some ca.scs, of trumpets, such as were

used in the armies of Isracf.

The iinpcri.al colonial coins struck in Judea during the time

of Hadrian, from A. D. 13G, and those issued under his suc-

cessors down to A. D. 251, arc of Roman types, though a few

under Hadrian refer to the suppression of the second Jewish

revolt.

The series of ancient Jewish coin.s, clo.ses with the copper

money struck at Jerusalem by the conquering Arabs.

Ar.viuc CorPEK Coix Struck at Jerusalem.

Obverse: The standing figure of a Caliph, facing front.

Suppo.sed to be the cfiigy of Alxl-cl-mclik, circ. A. 1). 095, or

Muawiyeh. Legend: In Cufic eharaeters : “Mahommed apos-

tle of God.”

Reverse: The crescent upturned above the letter M. liC-

gend : In Cu fie characters : “Palestine” and “Allia.”

Tiic tyq>c of the crescent above the letter M, much rc.scmbles
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the device used upon the contemporaneous coins of the By-

zantine empire.

Arabic Copper Coix Struck at Jerusalem.

Obverse: The standing figure of a Caliph, facing front.

Legend: Wanting in part on the specimen, and in the illus-

tration, but was doubtlers the same as on the preceding piece,

as dc.scribcd, viz : “Mahommed apostle of God."

Keverse: The cre.sccnt
.

upturned above the letter M. Le-

gend :
“ ralcstine.” Inscribed in Cufic characters on each .side

of the device.

Arabic Copper Coix Struck at Jerusalem.

Obverse: Inscription in Cufic characters: “Mahommea
apostle of God.”

Bevcr.se: A five-branched candelabrum.

The legend upon the obvcr.se of this and the two coins

already dc.scribed,.should lx; read :
“ Mahommed4s the apostle of

God"; a most orlhodo.x Mo;;lcm statement. The candelabrum

of five or more branches was, however, part of the furniture

of the Hebrew temple; it was insc.’’ibcd on monuments of the

Roman time, as well as upon lhe.se coins, where it may have

been placed as in some manner an allusion to, or recognition

of, the religion and institutions of tlic children of Abraham,

between whom and the sons of Islam, there was not only,

through Ilagar, an affinity of blood, but, as both were icono-

clasts, 'I’hcists and Unitarians, a correspondence, in degree, of

religious sentiment also. In a corresponding manner the Mo-
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hammedans acknowledged the prophetic character of the Old

Testament, and speak and write of Jesus as a brother of the

divinely inspired founder of their own religion.

Ahauic Copper Coix Struck at Jerusalem.

Obvcr.se: Four trees equidistant from each other, across

the field.

Reverse: A seven-oranched candelabrum. Legend: Most-

ly obliterated, and quite undecipherable on the only known
specimen.

The coinage of Judea, as has been noted on preceding' pages,

was mostly of copper; the current silver was principally de-

rived from the cities of Phcenicia and Syria. The Grecian

drachma was in use at Jerusalem, and is mentioned in the

original Greek New Testament, Luke xv, 8: “Either what

woman having ten (drachmse), pieces of silver, if she lose one

piece, doth not light a candle and sweep the house, ami seek

diligently till she find it.” Every male among the Hebrews

paid, according to the ancient law. Exodus xxx, 13-15, u half-

shekel of silver yearly to the Lord .'is a ran.som for his soul.

This offering to the Temple was quite distinct from the tribute

exacted for the Roman emperor, which w.'is a dcnariu.s or one

Attic drachma. The half shekel of silver, ransom for the

.soul, had, by the first years of the Christian era, been con-

verted into the payment of two Atric drachmae; four of which,

according to Josephus, made tiic equivaleut of a shekel of

Israel, which was the Jewish slater^ or standard of money.

The shekel of Israel, described by Josephus as four Attic

drachmae, .as a coin, is estimated (o have weighed on an aver-

age some 220 grains. The Jew.s, when dispersed throughout

the world, still continued to pay the half .shekel, or two

drachm.'c, for the use of the Temple, or the support of their
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religibp, and wliile under the Roman yoke, were ordered by

Vespasian, wherever they might be, to ]>ay the like amount

to the temple ol' Jupiter Capitolinus, whicli last tax was

sternly exacted under Domitan afterwards, and continued to

be paid as late as Alexander Severus, A. D. 226.

In the account of the miracle giv'cn. Matt, xvii, 24-27, we read:

“24 ^ And when they were come to Capernaum, they that

received tribute- money, came to Peter, and said. Doth not

your master pay tribute?

“ 25 He saith. Yes. And when he was come into the house,

Jesus prevented him .saying. What thinkest thou Simon? of

whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of

their own children, or of .strangers ?

“26 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto

him, then are the children free.

“27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to

the sea, and cast a hook, and take up the fish that first cometh

up: and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a

piece of money : that take and giv'e unto them for me and thee."

According to the Greek text, the coin referred to was a stater.

The didrachma, having fallen into disuse, the silver currency of

Palestine at this time, consisted of Greek Imperial tetradrach-

mae, or staters, of the same weight as the Jewish stater or she-

kel; and the Roman denarius of one-fourth the value. Conse-

quently, the best authorities conclude that, doubtless, the piece

of money said to have been taken by Peter from the fish, was a

tetradrachma of the cities of Syria, such as is here illustrated

:

Syrian City Tetradrachma.

The tax to the Temple could, it is true, be paid only in
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Jewisli money, a lialf shekel of Israel for every male, but as

there were many kinds of coin brought by the Jews from

foreign countries, there were persons who, as “money
changers,” Matt, xxi, 12; Mark xi, 15; John ii, 15, sat in

the porches of the Temple, and for an obolns or so of com-

mission on each piece, sold half shekels of Israel for foreign

coin. To those money changers, Peter must, according to

every probability of the narrative, have had recourse, and it

would seem that their business thus far, could have been man-

aged without oflense to the august dignity of the jdace where

it was conducted. One would hardly suppo.se Jesus would

have availed himself of their services and afterwards have

driven them forth from their jdaces wdth blows and indignity,

as he is said to have done. (Marjc xi, 15). It may have been

that the money changers abused the privilege granted them

for the accommodation of the pilgrims, and made the porches

of the Temple a place of general exchange, brokerage and bar-

ter, usury and fraud—“a den of thieve.s,” trebly infamous on

account of the place they disgraced, and well deserving the

castigation and cxjiulsion described.

Tlie “Mite,” twoof which the widow is .said to havccastinto

the treasury, Mark xii, 42; Jolin ii, 14, 15, was derived from

the Creek Lepton, onc-.sevcnlh of the Chalchus, according to

the Attic standard, and originally the smalle.st Greek copper

coin. The Lepton, supposed to have formed part of the Greek

Imperial coinage, was represented in the Jewish currency

by a series of small copper coin.s, presumably of Alexander

Jannajus, though the exact date of their issue is uncertain.

There were other small copper coins of semi-barbarous work-

manship, considered as belonging to a later time, which may
have passed as of the same denomination. The weight of

thc.se fepto, or mites, was from 15 to 20 grains, according to

spccimcn.s, 18 grains being the most common amount of cop-

per in a piece. These coins were common in Judea B. C. 09

to B. C. 40, but at the time of the Evangelists arc said to have

nearly gone out of circulation.
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Tlie Greek Imperial, or Grteco-Roman coins, and the monev
struck at Rome, circulated together in Palestine, in the time

of Augustus and that of Tiberius, emperor of Rorrie, A. D. 14

to A. D. 37. The lepton and the quadrans arc both mentioned

in the Greek version of the New Testament, Mark xii, 42, but

commentators and critics disagree as to the proper translation

of the text. The term “farthing” is merely a transcription

of the Latin quadrans, and some have it that Mark thus made

the quadrans equal to two Icpta. Enthymius Zigabenus, an

ancient commentator, concluded the lepla equaled the quad-

rans, in which theory the numismatist, Cavedoni, concurs;

but Frederic W. Madden, M. R. G. L. of the British Museum,

said to be the best authority on Ilcbrew coins, while waiving

the question of translation in favor of Biblical critics, accepts

the conclusion that '‘'’two lepla went to the quadrans" and that

“two distinct coins are meant.”

After the reign of Augustus, the denarius being one-

eighth of an ounce, or less, the quadrans may be estimated as

worth one-quarter of a cent. United States currency, or making

the calculation according to the ancient ratio of metals, .2376-

220 of a cent. Then, if two lepla went to the quadrans, the

value of the “widow’s mite” would have been about the eighth

of a cent, or, .1188110 of the same—a very small donation in-

deed, in comparison with the rich offerings of the proud, and,

after all, graceless and, spiritually considered, illiberal Pharisees.

The “penny” mentioned in the New Testament (king James’

version), was the Roman denarius. Under the empire, the

type of the denarius on the obverse, was the head and title of

the reigning Caesar. It is written, Matt, xxii, 19-21, that

when the Pharisees sent a penny unto Jesus to tempt him,

they were met by the question: “AYhose is this image and

super.scription ?” and they say unto him, Ctesar’s. Then .saith

he unto them, “Render unto Cmsar the things which arc Cae-

sars, and unto God the things which are God’s.” The Caesar

Augustus of the time this is recordsd as having taken place,

was Tiberius, and the denarius of Tiberius here illustrated, is
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supposed bj Biblical critics to bave been the coin and type ac-

tually presented to Jesus.

Komax Denarius of Tiberius.

The denarius was the poll tax demanded of each man of the

Jews, aside from the two Attic drachmic they were compelled

to pay to the Temple of Jupiter at Rome, just as they volun-

tarily paid the half shekel, of the same value, to their own
Temple at Jerusalem. The objcet of the Pharisees is repre-

sented to have been to induce Jesus to commit himself, in op-

position to the payment of taxes to the Romans, for thus they

could have secured his death for inciting to insurrection. The
answer said to hav'c been given, could have given them no

ground for such a complaint against him, yet it is recorded

that before Pilate, Luke xxiii, 2, “forbidding to give tribute

to Caesar,” was one of the grave offenses charged against Jesus.

§ The Romans introduced their money into Britain when

they made the conquest of that country, a work which com-

menced under Caisar Augustus, B. C. 55, was not completed

even in England and "Wales, until more than a century after,

or at about A.D. 33. Constantine, emperor ot Rome from

B. C. 300, or B. C. 308 to B. C. 337, is supposed to have had

a mint in London. The Romans, who had never been able to

subjugate and hold that part of Britain north of a line from

the fi ith of Clyde to the frith of Forth, abandoned the country

before tlic middle of the fifth century of the Christian era,

w’hen the Britons became independent and made a bold stand,

through the help of the Saxons, against the invasions of the

Scots, the country meantime reverting to heathenism for a

The Roman currency continued to circulate for a time after
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the country had been abandoned to the Britons. The first

independent English coinage, was not derived from Roman
types; it consisted of two small coins, the skeatta of silver,

and the sbjca of copper, both belonging, as is supposed, only

and entirely to the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria. The art

of these Saxon coins, is of the most primitive kind
;
the types

are birds, rude profiles and several unintelligible symbols.

They bear no inscriptions or anything of the nature of a

legend.

The earliest coins of the other six kingdoms of the English

heptarchy, were silver.pennies, which were at first struck 2-10

to the pound, or were intended so to be made. Afterwards,

half-pennies were occasionally issued, and as the skeattaj and

styem in time passed out of circulation, the penny and half-

penny, became the sole currency of England, and so remained

down to the time of the reign of Edward III, A.D. 1327-1377.

These pennies of the heptarchy, bore the name of the king or

of the mint-master, on the earliest types
;
after the introduc-

tion of Christianity, the cross was sometimes used as a type;

in later times, the obverse bore the rudely e.xecuted device of

the head of the king or queen. The pennies of the Saxon

and Danish kings of all England, from Egbert I, about A. D.

827, are somewhat similar in character. The earlier coins of

king Alfred, A. D. 871-901, bear as the device of the obverse

a grotesque portrait.
,

Penny of King Alfred of England.

Obverse : Grotesque portrait, very rudely executed. Le-

gend ; Alfrd Rex, “ Alfred king.”

Reverse : Monogram of the city of London.

In the later coinage of Alfred, a cross and circle occupies

H
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the place of the head upon the obverse. Edward III, A.D.
1327-1377, issued silver pennias, half-pennie.s, and farthings,

groats and half-groats, the coinage showing a great advance

upon the work done under his predecessors. The reign of

this king belongs to the middle age.s, and some account of his

coin, and that of other potentates of his time, will be given on

succeeding pages, in connection with the de.scription of the

commercially circulating coins of the several countries once

included in their respective dominions.

I



British Colonial Coinages.

BERMUDA OR SUMMER ISLANDS.

It is to the Bermuda islands, we are indebted for the earliest

coinage intended for America. History gives but one notice

of this coinage, that in a history of Virginia, New England

and the “Summer Isles,” by Capt. John Smith, of Virginia,

published in London in 1624. Smith considers the i.slands to

have been named from a Spani.sh ship, the Bermudas, which

was wrecked upon them. This ship was carrying, as is re-

ported, a quantity of hogs to the Spanish West Indian colonie.s.

What became of the Spaniards is uncertain, but the “black

hogges” swam ashore, and running wild, became, by breeding,

very numerous. The first Englishman in Bermuda, whose

name is mentioned, was Henry May, wrecked there December

17th, 1592.

In the summer of 1609, Sir Thomas- Gates and a company

of one hundred and fifty persons, part of an e.xpedition to Vir-

ginia, were wrecked on the Bumudas, where they subsisted

for nine months on the wrecked stores of their ship, wild

fruits, and the over-abundant flesh of some five hundred black

wild hogs. Two cedar vessels were constructed, and Sir Thom-
as Gates and his company, reached Virginia in May, 1610;

thence. Sir George Summers returned to Burmuda for pro-

visions, where Sir George died, as is reported, from an ex-

cessive eating of fresh pork. In 1612, during the early days
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of July, Master Eichard More and sixty colonists of the ViV-

ginia Company, landed on the Bermudas, where they settled

on “Smith’s Island.”

In May, 1616, Captain John Smith appointed Master Daniel

Tucker Governor of Bermuda. This Governor enforced lalxir,

and under him. Smith states, the colonists had “beside meat,

drink and clothes, a certaine kinde of bra.sse money, with a

hogge on one side, in memory of the abundance of hogges was

found at their first landing.” Gov. Tucker ruled about two

years, and in 1624, Smith published an account of the “bras.se”

(copper) “money” as something which had been, in the

past.

Though coined in Europe for Virginia, or the Bermudas,

.somewhere about 1615, the exact time, place and circum.stances

of the production of the “Ilogge money” are impossible to

discover. It had, it would seem, a limited circulation, both

as to time and quantity, and the pieces which now represent

the i.ssue, are almost unique.

But two denominations are known—the shilling and six-

jxjnce.

Bermuda SniULiNG—(“ IIogge-penxy ”).

Obverse: Device—A hog, standing, facing left, above which

aredisplayed the Roman numerals “XII,” the whole surround-

ed bv a Ixjadcd circle. liCgend : SOMMER ¥ ISLANDS ^
around which is a beaded circle like that enclosing the

device.

Reverse : Device—A full-riggetl ship under sail to the left,
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a*flag flying from each of her four masts—enclosed in a beaded

cirele, the beads larger than on the obverse. Copper
;

size, 19

;

weight, 177 grains.

But two of these pieces are known, and in 1876, belonged

respectively to William II. Appleton and Sylvester S. Crosby,

of Boston.

Bermuda Sixpence..

The design of this piece is similar to that of the shillings,

but has the numerals “VI” above the hog. Legend; SOM
MER ILA NDS
The only known specimen of this sixj^ence, was dug up in

a garden in Bermuda, twenty-five years ago, and in 1875, was
owned by Benjamin Betts, of Brooklyn, N. Y.

As the first coin struck for American circulation, these

pieces are remarkable and excite peculiar interest.

9

VIRGINIA COMPANY.
Although in possession, by virtue of royal grant, of the

right of coinage, and much inconvenienced for the want of a

medium of exchange, the Virginia Company, aside from the

Bermuda shillings and sixpences, made no attempt to create

money for nearly forty years. The people of the colony made
their bargains with tobacco as a financial basis, a pound of

that article being regarded as the unit of valuation. By rea-

son of variation in the value of the tobacco, and finally of

overproduction of that article, great fluctuations in property

took place, and much ti’ouble was caused in many directions.

At one time orders were issued for the destruction of a large
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amount of tobacco, “all of the bad and part of the good,” with

a view to enhance the value of the currency.

With these troubles and disorders in view, the Governor,

Council and Burgesses of the Grand Assembly of Virginia, at

a session begun at James City, November 20th, 1645, pa.ssed

an act to provide a more convenient medium of exchange.

The first paragraph of this “Act XX,” recites the state of af-

fairs inducing the enactment, “to prevent the further miseries,”

fixes the value of foreign coins, declares for a local copper

coinage, and prohibits, under penalty of confiscation of goods,

the “trading for tob’o,” the property confiscated to be divided

between the informer and the state.

The paragraph in relation to the coinage reads as follows

:

“The quoine to be erected after this manner, 100001b. of

copper to be bought by the publique at the rate of 18d per

lb. which amounts to £750 sterl. which to be paid in tob’o. at

the rate of Id. 1-2 per lb. 120000 of tob’o. which being col-

lected per pole accounting 5000 persons in this collony it

comes to 24 lb. of tob’o per pole evry pound of copper to make
20s. and to allow for the mintage 12d. per pound soe there will

remaine £9.500 sterl. The mintage allowed and deducted.

The-stocke to be Equallie divided amongst the adventurers to

be quoined in two penees, three peaces, sixe pences and nine

pcnces. And if it shall happen at any time hereafter that the

aforesaid quoine be called in and become not currant. Yet the

republique shall make good the quantity of so much (vizt.)

.£10000 to be levied per pole. And that it may be provided

that this quoine may not be counterfeited and brought in. Be-

sides the inflicting of capitall punishment vj)on these who
shall be found delinquents therein. That vpjwn every jxx;ce of

coyne there be two rings, The one for the motto. The other

to receive a new impression which shall be stampted yearly

with some new ffigure, by one appointed for that purj>ose in

each county. And that the hon’ble Sir William Berkeley, Knt.

Gov’r, shall have the disposall and placing of such and soe

manic officers as shall be necessarilye required for performing
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and finishing the aforesaid serviee, Onely Capt. John Upton

is hereby confirmed Mint Master Generali : we reposing much
confidence in his care, ability ancl trust for the performance of

the said office.”

There is nothing to prove that the part of the above law

which provides for a coinage, was ever carried into effect.

No specimens of the coin described are mentioned in history;

none exist in the cabinets of the numismatists, or are known
by them. Virginian legislations for a full generation after

1645, arc directed to the relief of just such “miseries” as the

want of a local currency had entailed, the whole being aggra-

vated by the reduction of tobacco to a mere commodity in

law—and finally, Thomas Jefferson, writing in 1782, declared

(works, vol. I, p. 136), that, “In Virginia coppers have never

been in use.” As to the coins commonly designated “Vir-

ginia Half Pennies,” they are of uncertain origin, and though

showing a considerable number of dies, are doubtless an unau-

thorized issue—mere tokens, and could never have been in

any extensive circulation in the territory from which their

njftne has been given them.

COLONIAL SILVER COINAGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

The want of a proper and sufficient currency, was an evil

which afflicted all the American colonies during the early pe-

riod of their existence. Massachusetts, one of the oldest and

most enterprising of these incipient states, most sharply re-

alized the want of a supply of money, and was the first to

make an effective movement in establishing a local and ori-

ginal currency.

The primitive legislation of Massachusetts in this direction,

was in the form of orders emanating from the General Court

of the Colony, fixing the value of commodities made current

by custom or by law. In 1627, the Dutch settlers at “Man-

hadocs,” now the city of New York, introduced in Massachu-

setts the use of the Indian “Sewan,” of Suckauhock, Wam-
pum or Wampumpeage, as a current article, which was
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adopted and subsequently recognized by legislation. But the

first enactment upon the subject of small currency was made

March 4th, 1634-35, a.s follows, in part: “It is ordered that

hereafter farthings shall not passe for currant pay.”

“It is likewise ordered, that muskott bulletts of a full boare

shall pa.sse currantly for a farthing apecce, provided that noe

man be compelled to take above Xlld att a tyrne in them.”

In a community exposed to war at any moment’s notice,

this order may be considered to have been as much a military

])rccaution, as a financial provi.sion—more of an arrangement

for the distribution of ammunition, than a discrimination

against the little “brass” or eopper English coin, of itself a

far better currency than heavy balls of lead.

The value of the Sewan, Suckauhock, or Wampum, was

first fixed by order of the General Court, November 15th,

1637
;
according to the record, “It was ordered that Warn-

jiampege should pass at 6 a penny for any sume vnder 12d:”

In 1639, there was a failure of the crops, and in consequence

the currency of “Corn,” as the cereals in general were called,

became very scarce, and hence both it and the Indian currency,

were enhanced in value. Therefore, on October Vlh, 1640, it

was ordered “that white Wampampege shall passe at 4 a pen-

ny and blcwe at 2 a penny, and not above 12d. at a time ex-

cept the receiver desire more.

On June 2nd, 1641, “It is ordered that Wampam|>ege shall

pass currant at 6 a penny for any sume under 101. for debts

hereafter to be made.” On Septeml)er 27th, 1642, “It was

ordered for the payment of the rate,” that farm produce should

be received at certain fixed prices, and “in the.se at tlM5.se

prices, or in beaver money, or Wamparn j>ay is to bee made.”

On October 17th, 1643, an orJer was j>assed, continuing the

legal-tender quality of the “Wamparn,” but modifying the

former act as to amount. The record is mutilated at this

point.

In 1648, the crops were plentiful, and the Indian currency

depreciated. On October 27th, 1648, “It is voted for tryall.
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until the next Co’te, that all pasable or payable peage hence-

forth shalbe intire wthout breaches both the white, & black,

wthout deforming spots sutably strung, in eight knoune peels

the penny 3d. 12d 5s in white the 2d 6d 2|s & 10s in black.”

May 4th, 1649, it was “Voted that peage shall still licmayne

passable from man to man according to the lawe in force,” }mt

on May 16th, 1649, it was “Ordered that it shall not be in the

liberty of any Toune or pson to pay peage to the Couivtry

rate, nor shall the Treasurer accept thereof from time to time.”

On October 26th, 1650, it was “Ordered that Wampam
peage fTifftcene dajes after this present sessions of Courte shall

pas.se Currant in pajment of debts to the vallew of forty shil-

lings the white, at eight a penny
;
and the black at fower so

as they be entire without breaches or deforming spotts except

in pajment of countrje rates to the Treasurer which no Towne
nor person may doe nor he accept thereof from time to time.”

On May 22nd, 1661, the law authorizing the use of Wam-
pum as a legal tender was repealed. It however continued to

circulate until the American Eevolution and is still an article

of Indian manufacture and use for ornament, as was long ago

the aboriginal custom. A pound of the best black Indian

beads (Suckauhock) was worth at the best rates ten per cent,

more than the same weight of silver coin.

The fisheries of Massachusetts were extensive and profitable

from a very early date
;
the colony also had a considerable

trade to ttie West Indies and elsewhere. In the West Indies

and the Spanish Main the buccaneers and pirates were at this

time numerous, and large amounts of bullion and coin cap-

tured by them from the Spaniards found its way, through the

channels of trade, into the ports of Massachusetts, Thus the

wealth of the people increased and enterprise was encouraged

;

considerable sums of various foreign coinages were put in cir-

culation, but the variety of coins, some worn, clipped, or other-

wise made light, some degraded, and very many counterfeit,

was a source of boundless annoyance, and exceeding loss and

hinderance to business.

t
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On September 27th, 1642, the General Court passed an order

fixing the value of certain foreign coins, and subsequently,

probably late in 1651, or in 1652, a circular was issued, order-

ing that foreign pieces should have stamped upon them the

value fixed by an Inspector of Currency. This law was not

well received by the public, and remained inoperative. Under

the circumstances, other measures of relief became an impera-

tive necessity, and the magistrates and delegates, with other in-

terested and competent persons, were compelled to take into prac-

tical consideration the project of establishing a Colonial Mint.

On the 26th or 27th of May, 1652, the General Court passed

an act, establishing at Boston, in Massachusetts, the first mint

ever put in operation on the territory now the United States.

John Hull, of Boston, was made “master of the sajd mint” by

this act. The standard of coinage was to be “the just alloy

of new sterling English money.” The pieces were to be “for

forme k flatt k square,” of the denominations of “ 12d ; fid :

k 3d peeces,” on one side of which was to be stamped “N. E.”

and on the other “the figure Xlld, VI, k III” according to

the value of the piece, together with “a privy marke” to be

appointed every three months, and known only to the gov-

ernor and the sworn officers of the mint. The coinage was

ordered to be made by weight, of three pence in a shilling

“lesser vallew ” than the English coin then in circulation,

“viz: euery shilling weighing the three penny troj weight

k lesser peeces proportionably.” As the British shilling of

that time weighed 93 grains, the terms of the law indicate a

miscalculation. By the original draft of the law the mint-

master was allowed “ to take one shilling and sixpence out of

cvry twenty shillings which he shall stampc as aforesaid.”

This allowance the deputies reduced to one shilling from the

same amount.

The mint was ordered to accept for assay refining and coin-

age “ bulljon plate or Spanish Cojne ” and the depositor of the

same, was allowed to be present “ to see the same melted lie-

fined k Allajed and to receive a receipt for the weight of good
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silver allayed as afforesaid.” A resposible Committee of four

men was appointed to carry this law into effect, who, on June

20th, 1652, issued an order for the construction of a “house”

for the mint “sixteene ffbote square, tenn foote high,” The
allowance for coinage payable to John IIull, which had been

reduced to one shilling in twenty, was raised to fifteen pence

for the same amount of coinage, and an allowance of a penny

in every ounce made for waste in melting metals. This prac-

tically restored the allowance made Hull to the original terms

of one shilling and sixpence in twenty.

The Mint-house was ordered to be erected on HuH’s land,

his residence having been just south of the entrance to the

present Pembroke Square in Boston. On June 11, 1652, the

Committee prepared a form of oath, binding John Hull and

Robert Saunderson, as equal officers of the mint, to the faithful

performance of their general duties as such, and in particular,

that they should, by the help of God, coin every shilling “of

three penny troj weight, and all other pceces proportionably,

according to the order of Courtc so neere as yow Cann.” Un-

der date of June 11th, 1652, the Committee also took upon

themselves to modify the order of the Court that the coin

should bo “flatt and square,” directing that the pieces should

be made of a “Round forme”
;
they also authorized, as far as

they could, the issue of Silver Two penny pieces. The doings

of this Committee were approved by the General Court, on Octo-

ber 28th, 1652, and the operations of the mint were continued.

New England Shilling.

The N. E. shilling is a plain, thin planchet of silver, ham
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mered or rolled to the requisite thickness, an inch or more in

diameter, clipped to an irregular “Round forme” and trimmed

to size and weight. Obverse : A depressed field, bounded at

the top by the curved border of the piece; the other sides are

straight lines, about half an inch long, forming right-angled

corners. Legend : N E in relief
;
the diagonal line of N curves

under and beyond E, while the top of the right limb of N bends

forward, connects with E and forms the upper part of that let-

ter, Reverse : A depressed field, as on the obverse, but half-

size and square, though struck near the border of the plauchet.

Legend : The Roman numerals XTT, in relief. Having been

made simply wdth a punch, the impressions de,scribed were

not struck opposite each other, but at the top and bottom of

each other, upon their respective sides, though frequently

struck out of line in relation to each other and the center of

the piece. Size, 16 to 19; weight, 72 grains; fineness, 925;

value, 18^ cents.

New Exgland Sixpence.

The N. E. Sixpence and Threepence resembled the Shilling

of the same coinage. 0bver.se : A small depressed field of

irregular outline, conforming to the shape of the letters of the

device. Legend: N Eason the shilling. Reverse: Field as

on the shilling, but according to size of the planchet. Legend :

The Roman numerals VI I or III, according to the value. Size

:

sixpence, 12 to 14; threepence, about the same diameter.

Weight, sixpence 36 grains; threepence, 43 grains; fine-

nes.s, 925
;
value, 9J cents nnd 4 9-16 cents respectively. ,

All the N, E. coinage above described is e.xtremcly scarce;

the general character is as stated, but owing to the simple na-

ture of the dies or punches used, and the entirely primitive
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methods of mintage employed, as Avell as the rarity of speci-

mens, no perfect account of the types and varieties can be

given. The dies were not numerous, and but six or eight va-

rieties are noted. But two genuine N. E. Threepence are

known, one of which belongs to Yale College.

The plain and simple character of the N. E. currency, made

it liable to mutilation, and immediately after the issue of the

same, much of it was made light by dishonest practices. For

the prevention of such frauds, the General Court, under date

of October 19th, 1652, passed an order that, “henceforth all

peices of mony Cojned as afore sajd shall have a double Ring

on either side, with this inscription—Massachusetts, and a tree

in the Center on the one side, according to this draught heere

in the margent.” A rude sketch of the proposed coin was

given and the general directions of the act were carried into

effect, but none of the coins sub-sequently struck under it, bear

any inscription of the word Massachusetts spelt as provided in

this law. The law designates “a tree” as the device of this

coinage, and Willow, Oak, and Pine Tree coins, were minted

in the order in which they are here mentioned.

THE WILLOW TREE COINS.

Massachusetts Willow Tree Shilling.-

Shillings : Three Types. Seven Varieties.

Obvcr.se: An exceedingly rude repre.sentation of a willow

tree—a mere mass of irregular curves and lines on some types

;

this device is encircled by a grained ring. Legend : “Massa-

chusetts” or “Massachusetts In,” in varied orthography

and abbreviation. Border : Another grained ring. Reverse

:
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1652 XII in two lines, in the field encircled by a grained ring.

Legend: New England, Exergue, An Dom, in varied or-

thography. Size, 16 J to 17; weight, 72 grains; fineness,

916| ;
value 18J cents. Edge plain trimmed to an irregular

circcle and to size and weight.

Massachusetts Willow Tree Sixpence.

Sixpence: One Type and One Variety.

Similar in general to the Shilling of the same coinage ex-

cept VI instead of XII on the field of the reverse. Size, 7 to

71 ;
weight, 36 grains; fineness, 916§ ;

value, 9^ cents.

Owing to the bungling manner in which the Willow Tree

coins were struck, the inscriptions of “Massachusetts” or

“ New England,” which were attempted upon them often,

appear as a mere jumble of letters. This coinage was con-

tinued but a short time and was followed by an improved

mintage.

THE OAK TREE COINS.

Massachusetts Oak Tree Shilling.

Shillings: Nine Types. Also, two slight variations of

Type. Nine Varieties, and one minor Variety.

Obverse : A rude representation of an oak tree. Other-

wise, as Willow Tree Shillings.
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Reverse : Similar to "Willow Tree Shilling. Size, 16 to 18

;

weight, 72 grains; fineness, 916f ;
value, 18J cents.

Sixpence: Six Types. Six Varieties.

Obverse : Similar in general to the Shilling.

Reverse : Similar to the Shilling except VI in the field in-

stead of XII. Size, 12 to 14; weight, 86 grains; fineness,

916f ;
value, 9J cents.

Massachusetts Oak Tree Threepence.

Threepence: Six Types. Six Varieties.

Obverse : Similar in general to the Shilling.

Reverse : Similar in general to the Shilling except III in

the field instead of XII. Size, 9 to 11; weight, 18 grains*

fineness, 916|; value, 4 9-16 cents.

Twopence: One Type. One Variety. Three minor Va-

rieties.

Obverse : Similar in general to the Shilling.

Reverse: Similar in general to the Shilling except 1662 in

the field instead of 1652. Size, 4^ to 5| ;
weight, 12 grains;

fineness, 916| ;
value, 3 1-24 cents.

The Oak Tree Coinage was minted for about ten years, and

in volume formed about one-third of all the silver currency

emitted by Massachusetts colony. The whole of the Massa-

chusetts colonial currency except the Oak Tree Twopence,

was stamped with the figures 1652, the date of the establish-

ment of the mint. This Twopence is supposed to have been

struck near the last of the Oak Tree Coinage and dated with

the year of its issue.

Charles II having been restored to the throne of Great

Britain, became very much displeased with the people of New
England. The agents of the English Court inflamed the mind

of the king by their invidious reports of the disloyalty of the
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colonists. Among other things, the spies accused the magis-

trates of Massachusetts, of having practically asserted the in-

dependence of the colony, and encroached upon the royal pre-

rogativ'e,' by setting up a mint and creating a coinage of their

own, not having the royal permission to make money, which

had been conceded by charter to Virginia. The king was in-

formed, moreover, that all this coinage bore but one date, that

of l(5r)2, stamped upon it in honor of the sovereignty of Mas-

sachusetts, assumed to have been established the year in which

the mint was founded. These reports to the king were for-

warded by one Edward Eandolph, and were published in Bos-

ton, Massachusetts, in 1769, in a work entitled “A Collection

of Original Papers relative to the history of the Colony of

Massacljusetts Bay.” The reports of Randolph, gave occasion

for an incident the following narrative of which, though once

declared “a ridiculous story,” proves to be historical.

In 1662, Sir Thomas Temple, who, during Cromwell’s ad-

ministration, resided several years in New England, was in

England, to which he returned after the restoration of mon-

archy. The king sent for Sir Thomas, and conversed with

him regarding affairs in the colonies. During the interview,

his Majesty manifested great displeasure with his New Eng-

land subjects, accusing them, among other things, of having

invaded the royal prerogative by an unauthorized coinage.

Sir Thomas, who was a good friend of the colonists, sought

to excuse them, on account of their ignorance of law, as they

had only made a little money they considered they had a right

to create, for their own necessary use. He took a number of

Oak Tree Shillings from his pocket, and exhibited them to

the king, who inquired the meaning of the device. Sir

Thomas stated the authorities of Massachusetts, not pre-

suming to use the royal name or effigy upon their coins, had

adopted the oak as an emblem of their loyalty, inasmuch as a

tree of that kind had providentially saved the life of their

king. This put his Majesty in great good humor
;
he called

the Massachusetts people “a parcel of honest dogs,” and after-
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wards listened more patiently to what their apologist had to

say in their favor.

TUE PINE TREE COINAGE.

Massachusetts Pixe Tree Shilling.

In 1662, or thereabouts, a new variety of Massachusetts

Colonial Silver Coin was produced, consisting of Shillings

Sixpences, Threepences and Twopences, bearing the device of

a Pine tree and the common date 1652. The law authorizing

the Coinage of this whole currency designated “a tree,” as

the device, and ordered a privy mark to be struck upon the

coin, to be changed every three months. The kind of tree to

be used for a device, being left to the option of the Mint-

master, the varieties, noted, as well as many of the changes

made in the orthography and punctuation of the legends and

inscriptions, or the other features of the coin, are due perhaps

to the attemp'ts made to conform to the requirement of a privy

mark, to be effected by alteration, arrangement and rearrange-

ment of details, or the addition of minor points. Thus the

Pine Tree Coinage, originally called also the Boston or Bay

Shilling, Sixpence, Threepence or Twopence, may have been

introduced, and thus the numerous types and varieties therein

may in part have been rendered necessary.

The Pine Tree Coinage, which was more elaborate in de-

sign than either of those which had preceded it, and an im-

provement upon them both, was minted to a very large

amount for about twenty-two years. Had its issue been con-

tinuous and the law in relation to the privy mark strictly

I
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complied with, there would have been three and a half times

the variation in the types and varieties of the coinage now
noted. Doubtless this provision of the law was often disre-

garded, in view of convenience and economy in the practical

working of the mint. A like regard for the saving of labor

and expense, is manifest in the manner the dies of the Ma.s.sa-

chusctts Colonial Mint were used. Primarily mere punches,

used upon the rude Willow Tree Coinage, these dies gradually

improved in the Oak Tree Coinage, and were made still better

in the later years. However, they all were quite thoroughly

used, and whatever the defect, seem never to have been thrown

aside so long as alteration or repair could anyway keep them

in service. This and some other peculiarities about the mint

and its nssue.s, may have been due the fact that from 1652 to

1682, or 1684, the mint, instead of being conducted directly

at the cost of the state, was carried on upon the basis of a

percentage, of about one in twenty, allowed the Mint-master.s,

John Hull and Robert Saunderson. Of course, the interest of

these olheers was to do the largest po.ssible amount of coinage,

at the least possible expense, and hence they must have been

opposed to all costly innovations and troublesome improve-

ments, and they resisted with great firmness and pertinacity,

the frequent attempts of the Committees of the General Court

to secure some modification of the contract to the advantage

of the commonwealth. Tenacious of their price, these men
were true to their oath, and even the officers of the British

Mint testified to the uniform standard purity of the Ma.s.sa-

chu.setts Colonial Coinage.

The Colonial Coins which were ordered by the General

Court to be twopence in a shilling, or one-sixth less value by

weight than the Briti.sh Shilling, were found at the British

Mint to be twojicnce three farthings in the shilling, or22J per

cent, light, a not excessive variation perhaps, considering the

circumstances. This coinage wa.s, however, rated in general

at twenty five per cent, less value, according to its denomina-

tion, than the British standard money. To prevent the ex-
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portation of coin, and augment the volume of the currency,

provision was made by law for stamping all foreign coin, of

Spain, Mexico, etc., not the product of the British Mint, with

the letters NE and the true weight and fineness of the j)iece,

to pass current for its proportionate value, with the Colonial

money. The General Court took action upon this matter at

different times, and yet, though attempted in different ways,

there is nothing to show foreign coin was stamped in the

manner proposed.

Massachusetts Pine Tree Shilling.

John TTull and Robert Saunderson were equal officers in the

“gainful business” of the mint. How much they coined in

all for the colony, or the exact amount of their profits under

the contract they carried out, cannot be determined. The
coinage was certainly large in amount, and they, as was well

understood, became men of wealth and substance. When the

daughter of John IIull was married to Judge Samuel Scwall,

the founder of the town of Newbury, Mass., the prosperous

Mint-ma.ster gave the bride a dowery of her weight in silver.

At the concluion of the wedding ceremony, a large steel-yard

was brought into the room, and the blushing bride placed upon

one of the platforms of the same, while into a tub upon the

other side, weic poured the Pine Tree Shillings, until the

steel-yard balanced.
^

John Hull died October Lst, 1683, about which time the

operations of the mint were discontinued. After varied un-

successful efforts to further cstabli.sh'a currency, and a free coin-

age of their own, the authorities of Ma.ssachusetts turned their

attention to the prevention of counterfeiting, debasing, and
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mutilating coin, and the regulation of the current value of

various moneys. On June 18th, 1704, queen Anne, of Eng-

land, issued a royal proclamation, reducing to one uniform

rate of valuation the coins circulating in the British Colonies

in America.

Massachusetts Pine Tree Sixpence.

The general descrij)tion of the Pine Tree Coinage of various

denominations, corresponds with that of the Willow and Oak
Tree Coinages, except that the mintage is improved, and a pine

tree substituted on the obverse as the device.

Shilling: Twenty-five Types. Twenty-five Varieties, and

other pieces with minor differences,

f
Sixpences : Two Types. One Variety.

Threepences: Two Types. Two varieties, and other pieces

with minor differences.

These coins were struck for twenty years or more, and con-

stituted about two-thirds of the Silver Coinage issued from the

Mint of Massachusetts Colony. They all bore the date 1652.

The earlier Pine Tree Shillings, w'ere of size 18, or one inch

and a quarter in diameter, from which they decreased to a

diameter of one inch, size 16, keeping the original weight,

however, and of cour.se increasing in thickness; this, it has

been been concluded, was to secure the safety and economy of

smaller dies, which are more durable and less liable to break-

age. The weight, fineness, and value, of the Pine Tree Coin-

age, was in general similar to that which preceded it. Sam-

ples of the Pine Tree Coinage may easily Ixj secured, but some

of the types and varieties are rare, very rare, exceedingly rare,

or even unique, as the ca.se may be. They have long been out

of circulation as money, and are found only in the cabinets of
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the numismatologists. As part of the original Silver Coinage

by English-speaking people upon the American continent, they

are w orthy of all the attention given them.

Massachusetts Shillings have been discovered, bearing the

date of 1650, but for manifest reasons, these pieces are con-

sidered modern counterfeits. There are also pieces called

Good Samaritan Shillings, of the same general type and va-

riety as the Pine Tree Shilling, but bearing u])on the obverse

a well-executed device, illustrating the parable of tlie Good
Samaritan

;
but two or three specimens of this coin have been

known, two of which arc in existence and of unique varieties;

they are supposed to have been pattern pieces, struck at the

origin of the Mint of Massachusetts Colony, when, as appears

by one of the pieces, the die of one variety was broken. This

last-named piece was sometime since in the po.sscssion of the

careful collector and author, Sylvester S. Crosby, of Boston,

Mass. There are two old pieces in existence denominated

pennies, and assumed to be of the Oak or Pine Tree Coinage.

From their size and appearance, they are supposed to have

been struck as Twopences of the Oak Tree Coinage, which

have already been described.

There can be no authority found among the Colonial enact-

ments of Massachusetts for the issue of a silver penny, yet

such a piece was described and illustrated by Folkes, in 1763.

Massachusetts Pine Tree Penny. (?)

The device of the obverse of this supposed coin somewhat

resembles the “pine tree” of Massachusetts coins, and the date

of the reverse, 1652, coincides, but if such pieces were struck,

none have been preserved until the present generation.

In 1690, the colony of Massachusetts first issued paper

money, for the purpo.se of paying off the troops employed in

an expedition against Canada, fitted out with hope of a booty

they had failed to obtain.
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SILVER COINAGE FOR MARYLAND.
On March 27tb, 1634, the settlement of Maryland began at

the Indian town of Yoacomoco, twelve miles from the Poto-

mac, on the river now called St. Marys. The Colonial Char-

ter which had been granted to Lord Baltimore, June 20lh,

1632, by Charles I of England, was exceedingly liberal, se-

curing popular liberty, and in Yoacomoco, or the town of St.

Marys, religious freedom “for all Christian sects” first became

historical. From their first settlement the colonists endeav-

ored to remedy the distress eau.sed by the scarcity of money,

by u.sing tobacco and furs at a fixed valuation as a medium of

exchange, as had been the custom in Virginia. The same evils

which had afllicted Virginia, followed in due time, as the pro-

duction of tobacco increased, or the cost of furs fluctuated.

Soldiers were at one time paid in his Lordship’s cattle, the

taxes were paid in corn, powder and shot were current as ca.sh,

and were the only tender accepted for ship duties. At the

sugge.stion of some of the principal citizens of the colony. Lord

Baltimore took into consideration the furnishing of Maryland

with a proper currency.

Although the right of coinage was not expressly conceJed

by the charter of Maryland, the terms of that conce.ssion were

generally very broad, and the Proprietor, considering the al-

iow'ance made to Virginia, concluded that the powers conveyed

to him justified the creation of a curreney, and as Cecil was

ever active in all that could promote the good-of his colonists,

he had dies prepared in London and sample coins struck there,

from which, on October 12th, 1659, were forwarded to the au-

thorities of Maryland, with letters of advice to them, and to

his brother Philip Calvert, Esq., then the Colonial Secretary

of State in Maryland. Though approving the use of the

coinage ho thus created, the second Lord Baltimore was par-

ticular to direct, “Vet it mu.st not be impo.sed upon the people

but by a Lawe there made by their consents in a Generali As-

sembly.” The adoption of this currency was postjioncd by

the disorders in Maryland which followed the death of Crom-
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well, when Governor Fendall and his party, attempted to revo-

lutionize the government of the colony.

Philip Calvert became Governor of Maryland, November,

1660, and the following April, a “Generali Assembly” was

convened at St. Johns. The governor favored the wishes and

designs of his Ijrother, Lord Baltimore, the Proprietary, and

the Assembly, on May 1st, 1661, passed an act for setting up

a mint in the Province of Maryland. This act was in part a

petition to Lord Baltimore, that he would “take order for ye

setting up of a mint,” and the further provisions of the law

were made, as .stated, under the authority of the Proprietor,

w'ith the consent of the General Assembly. It wms ordered

that the coin should “be of as good silver as the currant coyn

of English sterling money,” every shilling to be above nine-

pence in value, by weight, of such silver, with other pieces in

proportion. The penalty of death and the confiscation of all

estate in the colony to Lord Baltimore, was provided for any

one who should clip, scale, counterfeit, wash, or in any way
diminish the coinage; and further, the Lord Proprietary of

the province, was to accept said money, in payment of all dues

accruing to him as such.

The record of the.se proceedings was forwarded to Lord

Baltimore, and he prepared to send a sufficient amount of coin

to supply the wants of the colonists. To set this currency in

circulation at once, an act was passed by the General As.sem-

bly, on April 12ih, 1662, which provided that “every House-

holder and Freeman in the Province, should take up Ten

Shillings per. Poll of the Said Money, for evry Taxable under

their Charge and Custody, and Pay for the same in good

Casked Tobacco, at 2d. per Pound, to be paid upon Tender of

the Said Sums of Money, proportiOnably for evry such re-

spective Family.” There were about five thousand taxable

persons in the colony, and according to this law, each of these

was to exchange sixty pounds of tobacco, for ten shillings of

the new currency, which, if all conformed to the law, would

have relieved the colony of 300,000 pounds of tobacco, and
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"have set in circulation £2500 Maryland currency of the actual

value of£1875 sterling. The new issue was a great convenience

and doubtless quite popular, but many of the public dues were

still payable in tobacco, which continued to be an article of ex-

change, especially current in large transactions. The amount of

the new coinage in circulation at any time after its first intro-

duction, or when that kind of money fell into disuse, is unknown.

There are reports that a mint was actually established in

Maryland, but whether they were based upon anything more

than an inference from the enactment authorizing the mint,

and the sub.sequent coinage, is doubtful. The coinage was

originally done in England, under the supervision of Lord

Baltimore, whose apprehension for having “made and trans-

ported large sums of money,” was ordered October 4th, 1659.

As the Shilling contained but seventy-fiv’e j>er cent, of its

nominal value in silver, and as there is no record of any other

proceedings against him, or injunction upon his work, it may
be supposed the Proprietary continued to make and transport

large sums of money to Maryland, and to import large amounts

of colonial tobacco in return. If the Maryland Mint had an

actual existence in the colony, and was subsequently used, it

is certain “it was never made much use of.”

The Coinage of Lord Baltimore for his colony of Maryland,

consisted of Shillings, Sixpences, Groats and Pennies, to be

described as follows

:

Maryland Suilling.

Maryland Shilling. One Type. One Variety.

0bver.se: A profile bust of Lord Baltimore, facing left
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slightly drapetl. Legend; “C-tECILVS: Dxs: TERR^E-
MARINE: &CT. ” Mint-mark: A Cross patee or formee,

as in the legend.

Reverse: An Escutcheon with the Baltimore arms—a loz-

enged shield, surmounted by a crown. To the left of thi.s,

the Roman numeral “X”; to the right “II,” the shield divi-

ding thus the figures denoting the value of the coin. Legend :

“CRESCITE : ET : MVLTIPLICAMTNI.”. Border, milled

;

Edge, plain. Silver; size, 17; weight, 66 grains; fineness,

925
;
value, 16.73 cents.

The Maryland Sixpence. One Type. One Variety.

Obverse : A profile bust of Lord Baltimore, facing left,

slightly draped, as on the Shilling. Legend: “CyECILVS:
D.vs ; TERRE-MARIyE : &C. ”

Reverse : Similar in general to that of the Shilling, except

in size. Legend ; “CRESCITE : ET ; MVLTIPLICAMINI”
the period being omitted. The numerals VI are substituted in-

stead of XII. Border, milled
;
Edge, plain. Silver

;
size, 14i

;

weight, 34 grains
;
fineness, 925

;
value, 8.618 cents.

Maryland Groat.

The Maryland Groat. Two Types. Two Varieties.

No. 1. Obverse; Same in general as the Sixpence, except in

size—large head.

No. 1. Reverse; Same in general as the Shilling, except in

size—large shield. The numerals IV are substituted instead

of XII.

No. 2. Obverse: Same in general as the Sixpence, except in

size—small bead.

No. 2. Reverse: Same in general as the Shilling, except in
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size—small shield. The numerals IV are substituted instead

of XII.

The Groat Obverse No. 2 and Reverse No. 2 is extremely

rare. Border, milled
;
Edge, plain. Silver; size, 11 ;

weight,

25 grains
;
fineness, 925

;
value, 6.3368 cents.

Maryland, Penny.

The Maryland Penny. One Type. One Variety. Unique.

Obver.se: Similar to that of the Sixpence.

Reverse : A Ducal Coronet, upon which are erected two

masts, each bearing a flying pennant. Legend : 1)enariv.m :

TerueMarle Copper; size, 13.

The only specimen of this ])iece extant, was imported into

America from England, at a cost of £75, and was sold for

$370 with the collection of J. J. Mickley, Esq., of Philadel-

phia.

The British Museum has impressions in copper of dies for

the Maryland Shilling and Sixpence. There was also an im-

])ression of a die for the Shilling, in the collection of Dr. Clay,

of Manchester, England. Of the varieties of these pieces we
are not informed.

COINAGE FOR TUE COLONY OF CANADA.

The French, who as early as 1501 enriched them.selvcs by

the fisheries of Newfoundland, drew a chart of the Gulf of St.

Lawrence in 1506, cxjdorcd the coast of North America in

1523 and 1524, and on July 12th, 1534, at a point near the

les.scr inlet of Gaspe Bay, set up a lofty cro.ss bearing a shield

with the lilies of France and an appropriate inscription, took

possession of the country and began the colonization of Cana
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da, which they retained until, in 1763, that province was ceded

to England. In order to facilitate commerce in Canada, Louis

XIY, king of France, ordered, in 1670, the coinage of “a hun-

dred thousand livres worth of Louis of 15 sous, and 5 sous,

and Doubles of pure copper. These coins were of the same

value in weight and fineness with those of France. On the

silver Louis of 15 sous, and 5 sous, in place of Sit nomen Dom-
ini henedictum, there was Gloriam reyni iui dicent^ and on the

Doubles, Doubles de VAmerique Francoise.” The silver Louis

of fifteen and five sous of this Coinage, were described by 1.6

Blanc, in his “Historic Treatise on the Coins of France,’’

Paris, 1703, and said to her of the year 1670, and familiar.

The Doubles or pieces of Two Deniers, on the contrary, were

noted as unknown coin.s, of which a more exact description

would be highly interesting.

While the record of the origin and character of these Goins

for Canada has been well preserved, the currency itself has be-

come, “except two or three specimens,” quite extinct—at least

in America. Diligent and careful collectors “have met with

but one denomination of the silver pieces—that of five sous,”

and of these, but tw'o specimens from slightly different dies.

Of the genuine copper Double, no specimen is known. Syl-

vester S. Crosby, Esq., in his valuable work, “The Early

Coins of America,” Boston, 1875, describes a copy owned by

M. Jules Marcou, of Cambridge, Mass. The French authority

upon this coinage is Le Blanc’s ’Traite Ilistorique des Mon-

uoyes de France,’ publi.shed in Paris, 1703.

The Louis of five Sous. Two slightly different dies known.

Obverse : A bust of Louis XIV, facing right, laureated

—

above this a small figure of the sun. Legend : “LVD'XIIII'

D'G O F Ik ET'NAV'RLX.” {Ludovicus XIIIIDei Graiaie

Franciae cl Navarre King), [Louis XIIII, by the Grace of God,

of France and Navarre King).

Reverse: French coat-of-arms surmounted by a crown. Be-

neath the shield the Paris Mint-mark A. Legend : “Gloriam-

Regxi- y- Tri-Dicent- 1670 ^ ’’ and a character of unknown
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significance. Borders, milled
;
Edge, plain. Silver; size, 13;

weight, 35 grains.

The Double of Two Deniers. Unknown.

Obverse; Device, thus—'‘16 L 70.” Above is a crown,

and beneath, the Mint-mark of Paris “A.” Legend : “LVDO-
VICVS- XIIIP D- GR* FRAN- ET- NAV-REX

Reverse: Inscription in four lines, “DE- LA MERIQVE-
FRANCOISE” Under the legend the Mint-mark of Paris “A”
with finer de Us at each side and one below it. Border, milled.

Copper; size, 14|.

ST. PATRICK’S OR MARK NEWBY HALF-PENCE.

On November 19th, 1681, a party of emigrants from Dub-

lin, Ireland, consisting in part of one Mark Newby and his

family, arrived in the colony of New Jersey. This Newby
brought with him a quantity of coins, which were called St.

Patrick’s Half-pence; and as small money was e.Kceedingly

scarce at the time, the authorities of New Jer.sey, on May
8th, 1682, jiassed an act “for the more convenient Payment of

small Sums,” by whieh it was provided “That Mark Newbie’s

half-pence, called Patricks half-pence, shall, from and after the

said Eighteenth Instant, pass for half-pence current pay of

this Province, provided he the .said Mark, his Executors and

Administrators, shall and will change the said half-pence for

pay Equivalent, upon demand : and provided also, that no

Person or Persons be hereby obliged to take more than five

Shillings in one Payment.”

The date and origin of these St. Patrick’s or “Mark New-

bie’s” Half-pence is unknown, and has lieen the cause of much
discus.sion without agreement. Whether they were coined

“by the Papists when they rcbelleil in Ireland, and massacred

the Protestants,” “struck as medals,” “minted for the Con-

federate A.ssembly,” or “issued in Dublin .sometime between

the Restoration (1660) and the year 1680,” merely as private

tokens, is undecided. Considering the amount of them brought
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over by Newby, it would seem that they originated not very

long before the date of his emigration in 1681.

This coinage is very irregular, of numerous types and va-

rieties, struck in various metals from similar dies, viz: silver,

copper, brass, and occasionally, as a proof probably, in lead.

St. Patrick’s Halfpence. Large Size. Four Types. Six

Varieties.

St. Patrick’s Half Pence.

Obverse: A crowned king, kneeling, facing left, and play-

iiigthcharp. Above the harp is a crown. Legend : “FLORE

AT REX” variously divided and punctuated on different dies.

The letters also vary in size on different specimens.

Reverse : St. Patrick with a trefoil in his hand and a crozier

in his left, surrounded by a crowd of people. To the left is a

shield, with three castles or six flaming alters. Legend : EC-

CE GREX” variously punctuated on different dies. Edges,

either milled or plain. Only specimens in copper known to be

extant. Size, 17 to 20 ;
weight, 144 grains, or somewhat less.

St. Patrick’s Half-pence. Small size. Twenty-two Types.

Twenty-three Varieties.

St. Patrick’s Half Pence.
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Obverse : Similar to that of the larger-sized piece of thw

coinage. Upon some specimens a bird appears, sometimes ac-

companied by three circles, all placed beneath the figure of the

king.

Reverse: St. Patrick, his right hand outstretched, banish-

ing serpents and reptiles, shown upon the ground. In his left

hand he carries a double or metropolitan cro.ss; at the ex-

treme right is a church. Legend: “QL*IESCAT PLEBS”
variously punctuated on different dies. Edges, either milled or

plain. Silver and Copper; size, 10; weight, silver piece, 98

to 144 grains—the copper jriece, 98 grains.

The extreme irregularity of the silver pieces of this coinage

suggests the idea that they could hardly have been coined for

circulation as money, but rather struck for preservation as

medals. The copper coins were more regular, and better

adapted for u.se as currency, for which they were employed in

New Jersey from 1681 indefinitely afterwards, the coinage of

New Jersey, for its own use, not being established for more

than a century from that time.

PROPOSALS FOR COLONIAL COINAGES.

Notwithstanding the various plans and contrivances for a

supply of currency, the scarcity of small coin which inconve-

nienced the primitive settlers continued, and was a very great

hinderance to minor business about the beginning of the

eighteenth century. As early as July 5th, 1700, tiohn Fy-

sack laid before the British Board of Trade, a scheme for the

erection of a mint at some point in the English plantations

upon the continent of America. This plan failed to secure

the approval of the Board of Trade, but another was proposed.

May, 21, 1701, to the Lords of the Treasury, by J. Stanley I.s.

Newton and Jn. Ellis, who suggc.stcd the coinage in England,

of “lialfe pence and pence of Copper, or a Mixed Mctall, and

of halfe ye value the English Small Money is made,” a special

issue to be struck for each of “Ye Severall Colonys.” Being
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submitted to the ofFicers of the mint, this scheme was not fully

approved, and no action was taken to carry it into effect.

About the year 1715, a project was discussed for organizing

and establishing “a private Bank in New England,” but this

was presently abandoned.

On July 14, 1748, Alexander Cuming, Bart., suggested that

a coinage of j£200,000 sterling should be .struck in the Tower

of London, to .serve as the basis of a Provincial Bank for all

the Briti.sh Plantations of America, to be a bank of issue, re-

deeming its bills, on demand, in gold and silver, the said bills

to be made current in all the colonies to the aboll.shment of

local issues of inferior value like tho.se of New England and

Carolina, then sometime in use. This suggestion was regarded

as chimerical, being, perhaps, too honest and business-like, to

suit the grasping policy generally followed toward America by

the Lords of the British Treasury.

In 1754, Arthur Dobbs, Esq., then Governor of North

Carolina, asked official ajiproval for a coinage of copper

money for that colony, the pieces coined to be of the value of

two-pence, one pennv, and an half penny Carolina currency,

which was one-fourth less v.aluc by denomination than the

British standard. The amount of this coinage was to be lim-

ited to fifty tons weight. Upon reference of this matter to

the ofheers of tiie mint, such a coinage was planned, to consist

one-fourth of two-pence, one-fourth of pennies, and one-half

of half-pence—the half-pence were to be of such a size, that

.sixty-one of them .should weigh one pound avoirdupois, the

other pieces being made in proportion. The copper being de-

livered to the mint free of cost, was to be minted as described,

at the usual rate of five pence per pound, with an allowance

for necessary waste of one part in forty-five, or le.ss, as should

Ix) found actual in practice. The obverse of these coins were

to bear the king’s effigies, and the legend GEORGIUS II.

REX, and on the rcver.se the arms of North Carolina inscribed

SEPT. CAROLINA, and in Exergue beneath the date of the

coinage.



144 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

After all, tlicre is no evidence that any part of the fifty

tons of small change thus arranged for "was ever produced.

Still another effort was made to supply North Carolina

with minor coin, and on September 29th, 1T8G, it was reported

that iNfr. Borcl had completed his contract of coinage for that

state in S\vitzcrlp,nd, to the amount of 30,0001. in silver and

copper, to be exchanged for the paper currency. No coiii

struck under this contract can l>e found, and soon after the

sole right of coinage was assumed by the Government of the

United States.

On July 12, 1722, William Wood, of Wolverhampton, in

the county of Stafford, England, Esq., having been cngageil

in experiments in metallurgy and coinage as early as 1777,

represented to George I, that he had “invented a certain com-

position or mixture, consi.sting partly of fine virgin silver,

partly of superfine bra.ss, made of pure copper, and partly of

double-refined linck, otherwise called tutanaigne or spelter.”

In a mass of twenty ounces avoirdupois of Wood’s metal, ho

stated there should be one pennyweight Troy of virgin silver,

fifteen ounces avoirdupois of fine brass, and the rest of the

speller described. Through the influence of the duchess of

Kendall, a frail beauty, a German baroness, who came to Eng-

land w'ith George I before he was crowned. Wood obtained

letters patent, giving him a monopoly of coining “tokens,” to

l)e used as currency in Ireland and in America. The emolu-

ments to arise from this coinage for Ireland, -were given offi-

cial! v and directly to the duche.ss of Kendall; the considera-

tion for the privilege of a like issue for America, doubtless

was paid the same royal favorite.

The patent granted Wood for America, was made to cover

his rights for fourteen years from the date of its issue, during

which term he might utter and di.spcrso therein “Three Hun-

dred Tunus” of the coinage thus authorized. Of thi.s, two

hundred tons might issue the first four years, ami ten tons

each year of the term thereafter. These coins, as authorized

by the king, were to go for “half pence, pence and Two
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ponces,” and be made of such a size that twenty ounces avoir-

dupois of metal, should produce but sixty pence by actual

count, and of the other pieces a proportionate number, accord-

ing to their denominated value, or as elsewhere provided, “of

such a bigness that thirty Two pences, sixty pence, and one

hundred and twenty half pence, may weigh sixteen ounces

avoirdupois,” the variation allowed the coiner being not more

than one penny in the above number, over or under. The
metal was to be of the composition stated, and of such a quali-

ty that when heated red hot it would spread thin under the

hammer without cracking, which test was to be applied to the

coins directly by persons authorized by the Commissioners of

the Treasury from time to time, and for the benefit of the

Comptroller so appointed; said William Wood was to pay

Two hundred pounds per Annum. The coinage was to bear

“on the one side the Effigies or Portraiture With the name or

Title of his Majestie” and on the other side “ the ffigure of a

Crown With the Word America and the Tear of our lord and

any other marks or Addicions as may be proper.” Counter-

feiting this coinage was forbidden under penalty of confisca-

tion of “ the Tools or Instruments for making thereof,” and

of the coins made in imitation of the genuine, the property to

accrue to William Wood or his representatives. In consid-

eration of these concessions, rights and privileges, William

Wood was to pay his Majesty the sum of one hundred pounds

per annum, over and above the amount paid the Comptroller

named. Having given security as required, William Wood
received a formal license, according to the terms of his con-

tract, and presently began operations in the business of Coin-

age upon an extensive scale.

There were several partners engaged in the manufacture of

this coinage
;
the dies, which were quite numerous, were made

by Lammas, Standbroke and Harold, and the mintage done by

a drop press, the metal being struck while hot for the sake of

expedition in the work. The mint was established at the

French Change, in Hogg Lane, Seven Dials, London, England.

J
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The first Comptroller of this Currency was Sir Isaac Newton,

but at his request Mr. Barton, his nephew, was presently ap-

pointed in his stead. The first attempt was a coinage for

America, in 1722; a .email issue of the same date w;vs also

made for Ireland. Circumstances in America favored the in-

troduction of small coin at this time. So great was the scar-

city of minor currency, that the same year Mas.sachusetts, by

an act which passed the House of Representatives at the ses-

sion of May, 1722, authorized the issue of bills of the denomi-

nation of a penny, two-pence and three-j)ence, the same to be

printed on parchment, to the amount in value of five hundred

pounds. These were to be issued in redemption of other bills

of the colony, which were to be burnt. There were to be:

‘Forty 'ihousand and One Pennies, to be Round, Twenty

Thousand Two Pences, Four Square, Thirteen Thousand

Three Hundred and Thirty-three [Three] Pences, Sex-angu-

lar.” These bills were ordered to issue in sums not less than

twenty shillings; to counterfeit them was punishable, in the

first instance, as forgery, and for the second ofiense, “as those

that Counterfeit the other Bills of this Province.” Repre-

sentations of the proposed bills were drawn upon the copy of

the act, but in the engraving for the bills them.selves some or-

naments were added. Great as the necessity was indicated by

the introduction of such a series of bilhs, “ Mr. Wood’s Copper

Money” was not well received in America. It was made a

cau.se of complaint that :
“ he had the Conscience to make

Thirteen Shillings out of a Pound of Bras.s.” Although his

coinage wa.s disliked by the Americans, Wood continued his

eftbrts to circulate the .same, and as late as 1725, the officers of

his Majesty in Massachusetts, were directed to assist Mr. Wood
in the enjoyment of his privileges; however, there is no rea-

.son to suppo.se that his American business was ever a profita-

ble speculation.

Upon the appearance of Wood’s coinage in Ireland, great

objections were at once raised to such a currency
;
Dean Swift

was a leading spirit in arousing and keeping active the discon-
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tent of the people. The matter became a subject of contro-

versy between Lord Carteret, the duke of Grafton, and Lord

Townsend, who passed the patent. Townsend complained

that Carteret slurred the duke of Grafton, flung dirt upon him,

and made “somebody uneasy, for whose sake it (the patent)

was done.” In con.sequence of this great disturbance, the king

reduced the amount of this coinage for Ireland from £100,000

to £40,000, but without appeasing the malcontents, who kept

up so strenuous an opposition, that in 1725, the king was glad

to purcha.se the privilege obtained from his Majesty through

the royal mistress, by .settling a pension of £3,000 per annum
upon William Wood, the same to be continued and made pay-

able for the term of eight years. For thi.s, three warrants for

£1,000 each, were issued October 12-21, 1725; these wero

made chargeable upon the establishment of Ireland, and thus

the people of that island were in effect fined for the disfavor

they had shown the new currency provided for them.

Although resigning for valuable consideration, his privi-

leges in Ireland, Wood still continued to prosecute his enter-

prise and assert his rights in America. As there had been a

large amount of coin struck for Ireland, and made uncur.'-ent

there, it was afterwards shipped to America, where an effort

was made to introduce it into circulation, and where it became

known as “Wood’s money,” in distinction from the Rosa

Americana Series, coined especially for America. In the Ar-

chives of Massachusetts, is preserved an order from the duke

of Newcastle, dated “Whitehall 29th Oct.r 1725,” directed to

the Governor of Massachusett.s, ordering in the name of the

king of England, that Mr. William Wood .should be protected,

encouraged and assisted in the legal exercise of the powers

and privileges granted him.

In 1733, other coins were struck, and a renewed endeavor

made in behalf of the interests of Mr. Wood, but the scarcity

of pieces of this d.ate indicates a small coinage at the time, and

these may all have been pattern pieces. Thus ended a busi-

ness which having proved the ruin of some, and impo.sed hard-

i
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ships upon many, seems to liave been of small satisfaction to

any one, unless indeed the duchess of Kendall, for all the un-

easiness caused her by the reflections of Lord Carteret, had in

her receipts from Wood and his partners, substantial reason

to be well pleased. Although a large amount of coin was

struck under the patent granted William Woo l, the amount

actually put in circulation is unknown. The part of this cur-

rency struck for America is known as The Ro.sa Americana

Series, and on account of its historical interest, beauty of

design, style of execution and rarity, is very much desired by

antiquarians and numismatologists.

THE ROSA AMERICANA COINAGE.

The first supposed examples of this coinage, are several

pieces said to have been struck by William Wood, for pattern

pieces, as early as 1717. Of these, but five specimens, of three

denominations, exist. These rare coins are Two-pence, Pen-

nies, and a Half-Penny. As the Ilalf-Penny was the largest

copper coin then u.sed in England, the Two-Pence and Penny

indicate that the series must have been intended for an espe-

cial issue and circulation.

Wood’s Rosa Americana Pattern Pieces. (?)

The Two-pence. Obverse; Well executed laureated head

of George I, facing right. Legend: “GEORGIVS*D:G M:B;

FR: ET U;REX-”
Reverse: The Roman numerals II surmounted by a crown,

above this on the border, the date 1717. Legend: “MAG*
BRIT*FRA*ET'IIIBER*KEX: ” The legend is between two

plain circles. Border, milled
;
Edge, plain. “Bath Metal” or

Wood’s Composition. Size, 17J ;
weight, 107 grains.

The Penny. No. 1. Obverse: Head of king George I, as

on the two-pence, but magnified. Legend :
“ GEORGVIS*D:G:

M:BRI;P'RA: ET. DIB: REX*”
Reverse : The Roman numeral I, surmounted by a crown.

Legend: “DAT. PACEM-ET-NOUAS. PREBET. ET*AU-
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GET-OPES.” Border, beaded; Edge, plain. “Bath Metal.”

Size, 16| ;
weight, 109 grains.

The Penny. No. 2. Obverse : As that of the Penny No. 1.

Reverse: Numeral “I,” as on Penny No. 1, but at each side

of the .same, a branch, the stems crossing beneath. Legend

;

“BRVN : ET LVN: DVX-SA:ROM:MI:ARC=TnE:ET*PR:
ELEC.” Border, beaded

;
Edge, plain. “Bath Metal.” Size,

16^ ;
weight, 109 grains.

It w'ill be noted that these Pennies weigh two grains more

than the Two-pence, an odd fact indicating the experimental

nature of the coinage thus far.

The Half-pence. Obverse : Head of king George I, facing

right. Legend: “GEORGIVS REX'”

Reverse: surmounted by a crown. Legend: “DAT'
PACEM'ET'AUGET' OPES'” Border, milled; Edge, plain.

“Bath Metal.” Size, 131; weight, 72 grains.

There is also an impression of the Penny No. 2, in brass.

AUTHORIZED ROSA AMERICANA COINAGE.

The regular authorized coinage by William Wood for

America and Ireland, began in 1722, and has been described

as the Penny, Half-penny and Farthing, but the value of the

various coins was fixed by the royal letters patent as “two-

pence, pence and half-pence.”

The Two-Pence of 1722.

Four Types. Four Varieties.

Rosa Americana Two- Pence, 1722.
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Obverse: Laureated head of king George I, facing right.

Legend :
“ GEORGIUSD:G:MAG:BRI:FllA:ET niB:REX-”

Reverse : A full double rose from this project five barbed

points. Legend: “ROSA-AMERICANA‘1722'” in the field

over the rose, upon a label beneath the same “ UTILE DULCI.”
Border, beaded; Edge, plain. “Bath Metal.” Size, 18 to 20;

weight, 255 grains.

Beside this principle type and variety of the Rosa Ameri-

cana Two penue, there are three others with the rose un-

crowned. One of these bears the date 1722, and two are with-

out date. Tlie devices and legends of all three of them, are

the same as those of the Two-pence already described, except

slight variations in minor features or in punctuation. The
dateless pieces are respectively of size, 14

;
weight, 270 grains,

and size, 20 ;
weight, 244 grains. The largest of these is called

the Iron Rosa Americana, although composed of pure copper.

The motto “UTILE DULCI” appears in the field of this

piece, and not upon a label, as is the case with the Two-pence

of the Rosa Americana Series dated 1722. The curious mis

named “Iron Ro.sa Americana” is unique, its composition, e.\-

tra size, and rudeness of execution indicate its character as a

trial piece.

The Penny of 1722.

Til irty Types. Twenty-eight Varieties described. Numer-

ous Dies.

Rosa Amekicana Penny, 1722.

Obverse: Laureated head of king George I, facing right

Legend : “GEORGIU&DEI GRATJ A-REX-”
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Reverse : A full double rose
;
from this project five barbed

points. Legend: “ROSA AMERICANA- UTILE-DULCL
1722 which encircles the piece. Border, beaded; Edge,

plain. “Bath Metal.” Size, 16 to 18; weight, 166 grains.

The Half-Penny of 1722.

Eight Types. Eight Varieties.

Rosa Americana Half-Penny, 1722.

Devices : Same as those of the Penny of this coinage. I..e-

gends : Same import as those upon the Penny, but varied ly

abbreviations and in punctuation. Border, beaded; Edge,

plain. “Bath Metal.” Size, 13 to 14; weight, 75 grains.

First. Obverse: “GEORGIUS-DEPGEATIA-REX-” Rare.

Reverse: “ROSA-AMERI:VTILE-DVLCI-1722-”
Second. Obverse; “GEORGIUS-D:G:REX.” Quite rare.

Rever.se: “ROSA-AMERI; UTILE-DULCI I722-”

Third. Obverse: “GEORGIUS-DEI-GRATIA-REX-”
Reverse :

“ ROSA-AMERICANA- UTILE- DULCI-1722 ”

The first and second of the Half-pennies here mentioned

are rare, especially the first. Of the third, there were six pair

of dies, from all of which varied impressions are retained.

Rosa Americana Two-Pence, 1723.

Three Types. 'Three Varieties. Ten Pair of Dies.

Obverse; Laureated head of king George I, facing right.

Legend: “GE0RG1US-D:G:MAG:BR1;FRA:ET-IIIB:REX.”
Reverse: A full double rose with barb.s, surmounted by a

crown. Legend: “ ROSA-AMERICAN A-1723-” in the up-

per half of the field, and upon a label beneath the rose the

motto “UTTLE-DULCI” Border, beaded
;
Edge, plain. “Bath

Metal.” Size, 19 to 21
;
weight, 220 grains.
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Rosa Americaxa Penny, 1723.

Obverse: Laureated head of king George 1, facing right.

Legend : “GEORGIUS-DEI-GRATIA-REX-”
Reverse: A full double rose with barbs, surmounted by a

erowu. Ijegend : “ROSA'AMERICANA’1723,” upon a la-

bel beneath the rose, the motto “UTILE LULCI,” the legend

almost encircling the device. Border, beaded
;
Edge, plain.

‘‘Bath Metal.” Size, 16 to 18; weight, 148 grains. There is

a unique specimen. Size, 20^ ;
weight, 148 grains.

The Half-Penny of 1723.

One Type. Two Varieties. Minor Differences. Eleven

and a half Pairs of Dies. Very scarce.

Rosa Americana Half-Penny, 1723. No. 1.

An extremely rare type and variety of this Half-penny

bears an uncrowmed rose, as on those of 1722. One obverse

and two reverse dies.

Obverse: Ixigend: “GEORGIUS-DEIGRATIA-REX-”
Reverse: ROSA*AMERICANA* UTILE-DULCI-1723 -v.

Otherwise, in general, as other Half-pennies of the same series

and date. Size, 14 ;
weight, 51 grains. The motto “UTILE

DULCI” is never shown upon a label on the Pennies or Half-

pence which l)car an uncrowned rose.

Rosa Americana Half-Penny^ 1723. No. 2.
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Tlie Rosa Americana Ilalf-Penny of 1723 is usually of the

same device, lejienJ and general features as the Penny of the

same series and date, but with minor differences not sufficient

to establish a variety. Size, 11 ;
weight, 64 grains.

The Penny of 1724.

Two Types. Two Varieties. Rarely found.

Similar in design to the Penny of the same series dated 1723.

Obverse: “GEORGIUS- EEI-GRATIA-REX-’’

Reverse: “ROSA:AME RICAM A- 1724 UTILE DULCI”
The cross upon the crown divides the word Americana.

In all this issue thus fur described, the figure 1 resembles

the Roman letter J.

The Two-Pence of 1733.

One Type. One Variety.

Rosa Americana Two-Pence, 1733.

Obverse : Laureated head of George II. facing left. Legend:

“GEORGIVS-II-D-G-REX-”

Reverse : A rose branch, at its top a full blown rose, at the

left a stem bearing four leaves, another at the right having

three leaves and a bud. Legend: “ROSA AMER ICANA-
1733-” Upon a scroll-formed label beneath the rose branch

appears the motto “UTILE DULCI” Border, beaded. Edge,

plain. “Bath Metal.” Size, 18 to 21; weight, 266 grains.

But two specimens of this coin known, but there are beside

three impressions of the obverse die struck in steel.
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The Rosa Sine Spina.

One Type. One Variety. Excessively rare.

This dateless coin, of uncertain origin, has been confounded

with the Rosa Americana Series, being sometimes mi.staken

for the Two-pence of 1733, the reverse of which it somewhat

resembles.

Obverse: Laureated head of king George I facing right.

Legend : “GKORGl US-DELGRATIA-REX-"
Reverse: A rose bush planted in the earth, bearing at the

top a full blown ro.se; below are two stems, each bearing a

closed butV‘‘i“J kud half opened. Legend: “R0SA:S1NE:
SPINA.” Border, beaded

;
Size, 161; weight, 120 grains.

There are two coin.s, a medal, and the reverse of another

piece .somewhat similar to the Ro.sa Sine Spina, and .supposed

to belong to the same coinage. Obver.se
;
Almost identical

with the Rosa Sine Sj)ina. Rev'er.-c : A sceptre and trident

crossed, interlaced wi'.h a three-looped cord, with j)cndant ta.>-

sels. Legend: REGri .-a VNVS a; VTROGVi:^ -.v Thelargc.-t

coin is the only known specimen; others may be found in

Europe perhaps. Size, 17^; weight, 127 grains. The small

coin is described as half the size. The date of the metal re-

ferred to is 1628. Though diligently sought by all collectors

of coins struck in or for America, the Rosa Sine Spina is sel-

dom seen even in the best cabinets. But three or four can be

found in the United States.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The colony of Penn.sylvania made no provision for a local

coinage, but the authorities passed a number of orders and

laws directed to the regulation of the value of copper coin,

and the abolition of base coin, as well as the severe punish-

ment of counterfeiters. In 1741, English Ilalf-pence were de-

creed to }>a.ss at the rate of fifteen to the shilling. By this

means it was propo.scd to prevent the importation of grejit

quantities of these Ualf-pencc, as had been the ])ractice, to the
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depletion of the province of large amounts of gold and silver

money. However, certain “ uneasy and ill disposed Persons,”

were not content with so high a valuation of the Half-pence,

and declining to receive them, were denounced by the Mayor
and Commonalty of Philadelphia as disturbers of the public

peace.

Any person convicted of counterfeiting any coin of gold or

silver in the province of Pennsylvania, was doomed to sufler

death without the benefit of clergy, and any person knowingly
pa-ssing such counterfeits, was on conviction thereof, lo be

sentenced to stand in the pillory for the space of one hour,

having both their ears cut off and nailed to the pillory, and

beside, receive twenty-one lashes in public on the bare back,

and also pay one hundred pounds as a fine, one-half to go to

the use of the Governor, and one half to the informer, with

costs and charges of prosecution assessed upon the convict.

In July 14th, 1781, the Supreme Executive Council of the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, issued a Proclamation pro-

hibiting the issue and circulation of base coin “in the simili-

tude of British half-pence, but much inferior in value and

weight to the genuine.” From this cause, this coin was de-

preciated to the enhancement of the necessaries of life, and the

great distress of many, especially among the poorer clas.ses.

Genuine Briti.sh Half-j)encc, made at the Tower, were made
forty-eight to the pound. Tho.se of the ba.se .sort were made
at Birmingham, England, seventy-two of them, or even more,

being minted from a pound of copper, which metal could at

that date be purchased in America for one-eighth of a dollar

a pound. Thus the base coinage was imposed upon the peo-

jde of the provinces, at about six times the inti insic value of

the material from which the coins were produced. There was

no method by which to learn the amount of such currency

imported to the Confederated States of America during the

decade succeeding the war of the Revolution. Sundry ship-

ments were reported to the value of a thousand guineas each,

and it was stated that no packet arrived from England, with-
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out some hundred weight of the base Half-pence. It was offi-

cially estimated that the loss to the country at large by this

“commerce of vile coin,” was not less than thirty thousand

dollars per annum—a very large sum for the times. In view

of these facts, and the consequent disappearance to a large ex-

tent, of standard coins of the more valuable metals, the subject

of a copper coinage of a national character was suggested at an

early date to the financiers of the country, and for action, to

the Congress of the American Confederation.

Proposed Coinage for Pennsylvania.

In April 5th, 1786, Thomas Smyth, Jr., and Thomas Har-

wood 3rd, citizens of Maryland, who represented themselves

as the owners of rich mines of silver and copper in that state, i

offered a petition to the General Assembly of Pennsylvania,

a.sking an exclusive, yet limited right of coinage for the state,

the currency produced to be one-fourth as much silver as cop- i

per, the coins of cither metal to be equal in purity and weight

to any circulating at the time in America, the copper coins in
j

particular to be equal if not superior to those made at Tower '

Hill, London. The petition was awarded a reading, but no

decided action was taken by the Assembly in the case, nor

does it appear that any subsequent effort was ever made to es-

tablish a coinage in the state of Pennsylvania.

COPPER COINAGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Design for New Hampshire Copper Coin.

The colony of New Hampshire considered the subject of

copper coinage about the lime of the Declaration of Indepen-

I
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dence by the American Republic. On the 13th of March,

1776, the House of Representatives of New Hampshire, ap-

pointed a committee to join a committee of the Honorable

Board, to confer upon the expediency of making copper coin.

It was reported expedient to make copj)er coin for the benefit

of small change, the Continental and other bills being so large.

It was recommended that one hundred and eight of the pro-

posed copper coin, should be made equal in value to “one

Spanish milled Dollar,” and be struck from pure copper of the

weight of English Half-pence, to bear such, device as the Gen-

eral Assembly might approve.

On the 28tb of June, 1776, the House of Representatives

of New Hampshire, voted that the Treasurer of the colony

should receive in exchange for its Paper Bills, any quantity

of copper coin made in the colony, of the weight of five pen-

nyweight and ten grains each, not to exceed, however, £1000

lawful money in all. Three such copper coins were to be re-

ceived and paid for two-pence lawful money. The New
Hampshire copper coinage thus made current, was ordered to

bear on the Obverse “A Pine tree with the word American

liberty” and on the Reverse a harp, and the figures 1776.

Moulton’s Pattern Piece..

Some years ago, a laborer, in removing a bank of earth in

Portsmouth, N. IL, found an old copper coin, having on the

obverse a tree, and the date 1776, and on the reverse the le-

gend “AMERICAN LIBERTY,” with an inscription “W. M.,”

presumably the initials of "William Moulton, the person to

whom it was proposed to grant the right of coinage in New
Hampshire. The piece found was much defaced and corroded,
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and is supposed to be a pattern piece struck by Moulton,

though not of the design suggested by the committee of the

Assembly. Other pattern pieces were made as specified in

the report of the committee, of which one specimen struck

from dies, though worn, still is overweight, being of 155

grains.

Engraved Pattern Piece

Another specimen was engraved, and is now much abraded.

Size, 18J ;
weight, 127 grains.

Although the action noted was taken by the Assembly, and

the pattern pieces prepared as described, there remains no evi-

dence of a regular coinage for New Hampshire, and if any was

minted, the coinage must have been very limited, and little if

any of it found its way into circulation.

COPPER COINAGE OF VERMONT.

Though not one of the original thirteen states, and only ad-

mitted to the Union in 1791, Vermont was the first state to

i.ssue a copper eoinage upon its own authority. On June 10th,

1785, the House of Representatives of Vermont, then sitting

at the town of Norwich in that state, received and had read a

{Hjtition from Reuben Harmon, Jr., of the town of Rupert in

the county of Bennington, praying for leave to coin a quantity

of copper, whieh memorial was referred to a committee of

three, to meet a like committee from the Council and consider

the matter, and make a report of the facts and of their opinion

to the House.
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On June loth, 1785, a Bill was brought in, granting to

Ileuben Harmon, Jr., the riglit of coining copper and provi-

ding regulations for the issue of the same. The bill pas.scd

the same day, and by it Reuben Harmon, Jr., received the ex-

clu.sivc right of coining copper in the state of Vermont for the

term of two years from July 1st, 1785, the pieces .struck by

him to be of the weight of one-lhird of an ounce Troy each,

with such devices and mottoes, as should 1x5 agreed upon by

the committee of the Assernblv. For the fullness of weight in

his coinage, and for the good and genuine (piality of the metal

to be used therein, the said Reuben Harmon, Jr., was required

to give bonds, in the sum of five thou.sand pounds, with good

securities. On the 16th of June, 1785, the sureties of Reuben

Harmon, Jr., entered their names on his bond, and the bu.si-

ness of the mint was forwarded accordingly.

In the course of the summer, the Rcpre.sentatives of Ver-

mont became informed that they had made their coin of a

greater weight than those circulating in the “ United States

of America,” (of which Union Vermont was not then a party),

and therefore, to prevent the deportation of their coinage, they,

on (^etober 27th, 1785, passed an act providing that the coin

to be struck by Reuben Harmon, Jr., should weigh not less

than four pennyweight of fifteen grains each. The Treasurer

was to enter into a new bond with Harmon, but this appears

not to have been done, though the work of the Vermont Mint

was carried forward, as will hereafter be described.

Reuben Harmon, Jr., as stated by his grand.son, came to

Vermont from Sandi.sfield, Mass., with his father, Reuben

Harmon, Sen., about the year 1760, and settled in the north-

east part of the town of Rupert, Bennington county, where he

became a man of considerable note and influence. He was a

delegate to the Independence Convention of 1776 in Vermont,

and a Re])rcsentative to the I^egislature of that state in 1780.

From 1780 to 1790, he was a justice of the peace, beside which

he filled several minor offices from time to time. In 1790, or

about that time, Harmon emigrated to “ New Connecticut,” in
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the northern part of the state of Ohio, where he engaged in

making salt, at the “Salt Springs Tract” in Weathersfield

township, Trumbull county, which business he followed until

his death, October 29th, 1S06, in the 56th year of his age.

The first mint in Vermont, was erected by Reuben Harmon,

Jr,, in 1785, at a point on the bank of a stream called Mill-

brook, or Pillet river, three rods from his residence, in the

town of Rupert. The Mint-house stood a little east of the

main road, between the towns of Dorset and Pawlett, where a

dam was thrown across Pillet river, and a water wheel set to

drive the machinery to be used in the coinage. The building

erected was a story and a half high, of unpainted boards and

rough timber, and was about eighteen feet long, by about six-

teen feet wide. In the eastern end of this small structure, was

a furnace for melting copper, and machinery for rolling the in-

gots and bars of the same into sheets; in the center stood a

machine for cutting the sheets into planchets, and in the west

part of the house, the press in which the coins were struck.

The machinery for working the metal was driven by the

water wheel, but the press for striking the coins was worked

by hand. The impression of the pieces was effected by means

of a large iron screw operated against a bearing in a heavy

timber framework, braced from above. This screw had long

arms on two opposite sides of its head, from these arms strong

ropes depended, and each of them Ixjing hauled in reverse di-

rection from the other by a stout man, the screw was raised

or driven down, at will.

Beside the two men actuating the screw in this manner,

another person was required to place the copper planchets un-

der the die and watch the work. The press described, as

operated, could be made to produce some sixty impre-ssions in

a minute, though thirty pieces ])cr minute was the average

number struck when in regular operation. One of the j)arties

employed in working the press, was a person named AVilliam

Buel, a refugee from Connecticut, and a sou of Abel Buel, of

New Ilaven, in that state. The elder Buel was known in
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Connecticut, where a private eopper coinage began as early as

1737, as a die sinker and engraver as well as a general mechani-

cal genius; to him arc to be attributed a number of the de-

signs and dies for the early copper coinage of America. He
also invented a number of machines, and devices, by which he

became involved in pecuniary troubles, from which he was

not delivered even by his successful imitation and counter-

feiting of the Continental Bills of the Federal Congress, an en-

terprise which involved him in unpleasant consequences.

Abel Buel manufactured the “Sun-dial” or “Mind-Your-

Business” copper.s, common about the close of the last century,

which he made at New Haven, Connecticut, from dies of his

own designing and engraving. William Buel was concerned

in the working of the mint belonging to his father, and may
subsequently have been engaged upon a private coinage of his

own. It seems that in consequence of his work as a coiner,

William Buel was obliged to expatriate himself from his na-

tive. })lace, not through any apprehension of punishment by

the authorities of the commonwealth, for at that time they

gave no trouble to parties in his line of business, unle.ss actual

counterfeiters, and in this William Buel was innocent. Ilis

trouble was peculiar, but exceedingly serious, and originated

as follows: Having occasion to use aquafortis, he procured a

quantity from a druggist, which he undertook to carry home
in a jug. On his way, he was accosted by some Indians, who
insisted upon drinking from the jug, which they assumed was

full of rum.

Buel informed the Indians the contents of his jug were a

deadly poison. This the aborigines considered a ru.se by Buel

to save his liquor, and forcibly took the jug from him. One

of the Indians drank some of the aquafortis, and of course

soon died a victim to his own ignorant rashness. The Indi-

ans, however, by their peculiar system of ethics and justice,

regarded Buel as guilty of having killed the poisoned Indian,

and they sought the coiner’s life to appease the spirit of their

deceased comrade. Had Buel been aware that the system of

K
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blood money obtained among the Indians, as with the ancient

Greeks, he could have atoned for the accident by the disburse-

ment of a few shillings. Otherwise, the Indians pursued Buel

with such pertinacity, that he was compelled to make go<xl

his escape to the new and then unacknowledged state of

Vermont.

William Buel made his new residence iw the town of Ru-

pert, to which place he presently removed the New Haven

manufactory of coppers, having taken with him the original

dies made by his father. It may have been that William

Buel first called the attention of Reuben Harmon, Jr., to the

matter of the coinage of copper as a business. At all event-s,

Harmon and Buel established a mint at Rupert, and there, as

is supposed, the New Haven “Sun-dial”and “Mind-Your-Busi-

ness” dies, were for a time more or less made use of, despite

the provisions of the Vermont law to the contrary in the act

of concession to Harmon. It is not probable any breach of

the law was intended, but Buel was allowed to strike his coins

at Rupert, as money of authorized issue in the state of Con-

necticut, to which state they may have been a.ssumed to be

.shipped. In fact, the political relations of the state.s, and the

cu.stoms rc"ardiii" coinase, were both irregular and indefinite

at the time of the circumstances just related. Another work-

man in the Vermont Mint, as originally operated, was “Colonel

William Cooley,” a die sinker, who had worked at the gold-

.smith’s trade in the city of New York, whence he removed to

Rupert, Vermont.

ORIGINAL COPPER COINAGE OF VERMONT.

The coin i.ssued by Reuben Harmon, Jr., under the act

pa.sscd in his favor, October 27th, 1785, may be described as

follows

:

Tiie Vermont Cent ok 1785.

Four Type.s. Three Varieties. Two Pair of Dies.

Number 1. Obver.se: A range of wooded mountains, from

behind which, to the right, the sun is rising. In the field
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beneath stands a plough. Legend: “.VERMONTS.RES.
PUBLICA-” Exergue: 1785 - .

Rever.se: An eye, enclosed in a .small ring, .surrounded by a

ciicle of thirteen stars. From the small circle spring twenty-

six ray.s, of which thirteen are long, one pa.ssing through each

space between the stars. Thirteen of the rays arc short, one

between the body of each star and the center. Legend:

“STELLA.QUARTA.DECIMA .” Borders, beaded or milled;

Edge, plain. Copper; size, 17; weight. 111 grains.

Vermont Cent, 1785.

Number 2. Obverse: Similar to that of No. 1, except the

legend: “.VERMONTIS.RES.PUBLICA •”

Reverse : Almost identical with that of No. 1. Copper

;

size, 17 ;
weight, 117 grains.

Numbers. Obver.se: The Legend: “VERMONTIS RES'
PUBLICA” encircles the device and the d.atc; the sun in

the device is rising leftwards of a thickly-wooded hill; a

line divides the date from the device.

Reverse : The sun in the center, from which proceed fine

single-pointed rays of unequal length. Legend: “STELLA
QUARTA DECIMA.” Uniepae specimen, in poor condition.

Vermont Cent of 1786. Old Style.
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Number 1. Obverse: Device in general as that of No. 1 of

1785, but varying in details, both from the coinage of 1785

and in different dies of this piece of 1786. Legend: “VER-
MONTENSIUM-RES-PUBLICA-” E.xergue: 1786 •

O
Reverse: An eye in the center, encircled by a small ring

surrounded by thirteen stars; from the center proceed thir-

teen rays of many fine lines, running to a single point, which

pierce the spaces between the stars. Legend: “QUARTA *

DECIMA-STELLA-”

COPPER COINAGE OF VERMONT.
. SECOND SERIES.

On October 23rd, 1786, Reuben Ilarmon, Jr., presented a

second petition to the General Assembly of Vermont, then

sitting at Rutland, asking that the privilege of coining copper

granted him for two yeans, should be e.xtended for a further

term of ten years, or such a period as the Assembly .should di-

rect, the coinage to be conducted under such regulations as

should be deemed c.xpedient by the authoritie.s.

Upon consideration, the Assembly ordered that the sole

privilege of coining copper in the state of Vermont, be granted

to Reuben Ilarmon, Jr., for the term of eight years from the

expiration of his first grant on the first day of July, 1786.

lie was required to give bond to the Treasurer, as in ca.se of

the former grant. The first three years the petitioner was to

enjoy his privilege free, and for the remaining five years, was

to pay two and one-half per centum of his coinage to the state.

It was ordered that thereafter, the device of the copjHjr coin of

Vermont should be, “a head on one side, with the motto

^Auclorilale Verviontensium' abridged; on the reverse, a wo-

man representing the Genius of Amcric.o, with the letters

INDE:ET:LIB: for “Independence and Liberty,” the pieces

struck, to weigh not le.ss than “four pennyweight, fifteen

grains each.”

On February 23rd, 1787, the bond of Reulxin Ilarmon, Jr.,

was made good, the operations of the Mint were continued, and

on the 18lh of the following April, its manager entered into a
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new partnership, with a view to a large and widely-extended

business.

This new partnership, when fully made up, eonsisted of ten

men, viz : Reuben Harmon, Jr,, William Coley, Elias Jackson,

Daniel Van Voorhis, Samuel Atlee, James F. Atlce, D. Brooks,

James Grier, James Giles, Thomas Machin. This Thomas
Machin was an Englishman, who came to America as an offi-

cer in the British service, sometime before the Revolution.

During the war for Independence, he entered the American

army as an engineer, and was employed by Congress in 1777,

in fortifying the Ilighlands of the Hudson, and stretching a

great chain across the river at West Point.

At the close of the war. Captain Machin located at Orange

Lake, New Grange, Ulster county, now the city of Newburgh,

state of New York. ^Machin, or “Machen,” as he was called

in the histories of the time, brought his skill as an engineer

into private service, and improved the natural features of

Orange Lake, so as to form a considerable water power and

develop a valuable property. He created an artificial outlet

for the waters of the lake, and in 1784, erected a building

known as “Machin’s Mills,” for the ostensible purpose of be-

ing used as a manufactory of “hardware.” The real design

of Machin, and those -with whom he became a.s.sociatcd, was to

establish at Orange Lake, or Machin’s Pond,” an extensive

general Mint, for the common coinage of copper, cither on

private account as token.s, medals and so forth, or of an au-

thorized currency, under contract by virtue of “any Grant for

Coinage of Money from the United States of America in Con-

gress Assembled or from the Legislature of any of the United

States.”

On March 3rd, 1787, Thomas Machin petitioned the As.sem-

Ibly of New York for a grant, allowing him to coin copper in

that state, which was read and referred to a Committee, but

no concession was granted the petitioner.

The partnership formed for working the Mint at Orange

Lake, or “New Grange,” was carefully organized, and as it ap-
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pears the Vermont Mint became in some sort a part of the

concern. There was, however, no legal connection between

the two mints, the relation being only a private business un-

derstanding and co-operation between the parties named as

partners. The manufacture of “hardware” at Machin’s Mills,

was conducted with secresy, and generally looked upon with

suspicion, being regarded as wrong and illegal. Though not

very great in amount, the issues of the copper coinage of Ma-

chin <Sc Co., were quite varied, and it is probable that many
pieces now regarded as Connecticut coins, or others of irregu-

lar character, with many spurious halftpence of George III,

are merely samples of counterfeits executed by them.

The Mint at New Grange was erected by Thomas Machin

on the east side of his pond, an eighth of a mile from the

shore, in 1784. The machinery for making the copper plan-

chets to be coined, was much like that described as u.sed in

Vermont; the press for striking the coin was, however, of a

somewhat different construction. “The coins were struck by

means of a large bar, loaded at each end with a ball weighing

some five hundred pounds, to which ropes were attached.”

This bar must have been the lever for rotating the screw of

the press, and the heavy balls were intended to give momen-

tum to the action of the same. Two men were required on

each side to haul the ropes, beside a fifth person to set the

planchets under the die. James F. Atlee is reported to hav'e

been the practical overseer of the work of coinage, the articles

of partnership providing that, “Said Thomas Machin and

James F. Atlee shall equally manage and perform that part of

the trade which Concern the Coinage of Money and Manufac-

turing Hardware."

The machinery of Machin’s Mills was capable of producing

about sixty pieces of coin per minute. The metal of which

the coins were struck, wa.s procured by smelting old brass

cannon and mortars, the relics of the Revolution. The zinc

being parted from the brass by the action of the furnace, the

copper which came through the fire was worked into sha{>e
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for the use of the Mint. What amount of work was done un- ij

der the superintendence of James F. Atlee is not recorded in II

full, but the business of Thomas Machin & Co., was not sue-
'

cessful in any great degree. But little seems to have been jr

done until the year 1789, when, according to Machin’s paper.'j,

some thou.sand pounds of copper was manufactured. The !h

next year there was a quarrel or di.sagrecmcnt among the nu-
|

merous partners, and notwithstanding the care and prolixity *

with which the articles of partnership had been drawn, a tedi-
|

ous and expensive lawsuit was apprehended. To avoid thi.s,

James F. Atlee suggested an equitable settlement by compro-
mise, and the Mint cea.sed operations in 1791, on the basis of

his suggestion as may be supposed. In 1792, the machinerv
and appliances for coinage were removed from Maehin’s Mills!

The old coining press was subsequently used on board the

sloop “Newburgh,” as part ballast, and in this way was car-

ried up and down the lludson river, under command of Cap-

tain Isaac Belknap, for a number of years.

The dies used by Machin k Co., at New Grange, were made
by James F. Atlee. The in-scriptions and devices of some of

ttiem indicate they were to be used in producing a coinage in-

tended for circulation in Vermont. There is also good reason

to believe that the .same Atlee executed some of the dies u.sed

in striking the authorized coinage of Vermont issued by Ilar-

mon
;
whether the.se were u.sed at Rupert, as the law required,

or at Machin’s Milks, in the state of New York, as might have

been convenient, is uncertain. Many of the coins of Machin

k Co., were irregular, and all of them unauthorized, being

coined in a place not legally recognized as a mint of is^ue.

COPPER COINAGE OF THOMAS MACHIN k CO.

No. 1. Obverse: A head almost identical with that upon

the more common coins. Legend: “GEORGIVSTIITiEX’”
Reverse: The goddess of liberty, seated, facing left, an olive

branch extended in her right hand, the left hand supporting a

liberty staff. This reverse being common to coins attributed
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to Vermont and to others supposed to belong to Connecticut.

Legend : “INDL ET LIB ”
. Exergue : The date. Bordens,

serrated or milled; Edges, plain. Copper: size, 16 to 18;

weight, from 120 grains to 154 grains.

No. 2. Obvense: A smaller head than No. 1. Legend:

“GEORGIYS III.REX.”

Reverse: Identical with that upon certain pieces described

as Connecticut coins similar to that of No. 1. Legend:

“INDE^ET^LIB% ”

No. 3. Obverse: A head, facing right. Legend: “-^AUC-
TORI. CONNEC

Reverse : From the same die as that of No. 2.

No. 4. Obverse: A head, facing left. Legend: AUC-
TORI v: CONNEC •••:•

” •

Revense: From the same die as that of No. 2 and No. 3.

The Legislature of Vermont, by the terms of the second

grant made Reuben Harmon, Jr., as has been related, provided

for an entirely new series of coin, the devices, legends and

general features of which have been noted already. Whether

coined, according to the intent of the law, at the Vermont

Mint, at Rupert, in that state, or struck for Harmon by Ma-

ehin k Co., at their hardware manufactory in the state of New
York, the regular authorized coinage of Vermont was of the

following general description

:

COPPER COINAGE OF VERMONT, 1786, 1787, 1788.

The “Vermont Cent” of 1786. (New Series.l Three

Types. Threc Varieties.

Vermont Cent, 1786. New Style.
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Obverse: A head, facing right, or left. Legend: “AUC-
TORI VERMON,” or “VERMON AUCTORI,” variously
punctuated on different specimens.

Reverse : The goddess of liberty, seated, facing left, by her
side a circular shield, bearing four sheaves of grain. In her
right hand the figure tenders au olive branch, the left arm be-
ing uprai.sed, the hand resting at the top of a long liberty
staff. Legend: “INDE F.T LIB” variously punctuated on
different specimens. E.^ergue: The date. Border, serrated

;

Copper; size, 16 to 17 ;
weight, generally above

the Icral requirement of 111 grains; average from 120 grains
to 141 grains.

The “Vermoxt Cent” of 1787. Three Type.s. Three
Varieties.

Obver.se: Similar in general to that of this coinage and
series for tlie preceding year.

Revcr.se: Variety numbers 1 ;,.id 2, similar in general to
that of the preceding year, except a cro.ss upon the shield.

Variety number 3, bears the word “BRITAN NIA” instead
of the legend “INDE ET LIB.”

Vermont Cent, 1788.

The “Vermont Cent” of 1788. Six Types. Four Varie-

ties.

Obverse : Similar in general to that of this coinage and .se-

ries for tlie preceding years. Variety number 4, has the le-

gend “INDE ET LIB” trauspo.sed so as to read, “ ET LIB
INDE” a remarkable deviation.
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There are fourteen obverse; and fourteen reverse dies, noted

as having been used in the production of this coinage and se-

ries
;
these were used from time to time in varied relations

and combinations, interchangeably, thus creating great diver-

sities and numerous differences in the coinage, not of especial

interest, aside from the studies of painstaking antiquarians.

Type No. 1, of 1786, is known as the “Baby Ilead,” on ac-

count of the infantile appearance of the face. Nos. 2 and 3 of

the types of 1780, have heads much the same as tho.se shown

upon the common types of the Connecticut cents of the same

period. The obver.se die of 1 786, was sometimes struck upon

pieces bearing a rcvcr.se of 1787. There was not an exceed-

ing diversity in the coinage of 1787, or in the general features

of that of 1778, except in the several rare issues from dies

wherein the legends were punctuated with stars. One of the

obverse dies of 1788, belonging to Connecticut, was u.sed with

a Vermont reverse of the .same year, an instance of irregularity

accounted for by what has been recorded as to the partnership

formed at the time between the several men employed in pro-

ducing coin in the name of different states, first one, then an-

other, and finally, probably in an illegal, or at least disorderly

manner, from dies of all these coinage.s, which, whilever they

could be made effective, were economically and promiscuously

used in the production of a mixed and heterogenious currency,

which, though at first a public convenience, owing to the con-

dition of the country then, subsequently depreciated and was

finally displaced by money issued by the United States.

Coin of Unknown Origin.
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The dies of the Vermont Mint, in common with those of

the Mints of other states, were not only used oddly in con-

junction with each other, but were struck upon other coins,

such as British half-pence and Nova Constellatios.

A very rare piece, the origin of which is unknown, has for

an obverse an impression of a Vermont type, and for a reverse,

that of the pattern piece called the “Immune Columbia,” which
presents the goddess of liberty seated, facing right; her left

hand is fully extended, and in it is upheld the scales ofjustice;

in the right hand she grasps a flag, which depends from a lib-

erty stair, which is crowned by the liberty cap. Legend:
“IMMUNE COLUMBIA.” Exergue; 1785. Both the Nova
Constellatios and the Immune Columbia, Avere early pattern

pieces, of which an account will be found in succeeding pages.

COPPER COINAGE OF CONNECTICUT.
The colony of Connecticut suffered, in common wdth the

rest of the British Provinces in America, from a scarcity of

currency, and like the others, sought to remedy Uie evil by an

issue of ])aper money. These bills, in common -with those of

the rest of the provinces, rapidly depreciated, until in 1339,

one ounce of silver of the British standard, was valued at “23

shillings of them or any other of the New England old tenor

bills,” all of which were “liable to grow worse and worse.”

The coinage of cojjpcr was a subject of consideration in Con-

necticut at an early date, inasmuch as in Granby, then part of

the town of Simsbury, in the state of Connecticut, there Avas

from early times a considerable copper mine, productive of a

very fine quality of that metal.

There seems to have been a peculiar currency used in Con-

necticut early in the seventeenth century, consisting of a kind

of Coin of W'hich the numismatologists of the present time are

entirely ignorant. It can only bo stated that on May 25th,

1721, the Upj)cr IIou.se of the General Assembly of Connecti-

cut, passed an act sent from the Lower Ilouse, ordering that

the coin called “black doggs” should pass at tw'o-pencc each.
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Although no such coin is known by the name, it is evident

from the value given the pieces, that they must have been of

copper, or of some composition consisting mostly of that metal.

Tlie earliest coinage in Connecticut, of which there is an

historical record, was an unauthorized or private one, made

by John Iligley, of Granby, of copper from ores dug on his own
premises, at “Copper Iliil,” in that town, and struck during

the years 1737, 1738, 1739, about three years, though no speci-

mens of this coinage arc to be found bearing the date of 1788.

The copper coins made by John Iligley are called “The
Granby or Iligley Tokens,” and arc finely executed. As the

authorities paid no attention to the production and circulation

of these tokens, it is presumable that a considerable amount

of them were issued, yet they are at j)rcsent extremely rare,

their disappearance being accounted fo •, according to tradition,

by the fact that owing to tlie uncommon purity of the Con-

necticut copper, of which they were made, the “Iligley Cop-

pers” were largely used by the goldsmiths of the Colonial pe-

riod and subjfcqucnt years, to alloy the gold used by them in

their manufactures.

The “Graxry or IIigley Tokens,” 1737 to 1739. No. 1,

1737. Two Types. One Variety. (A.)

Granuy or IIigley Token, 1737.

Obverse: A deer, standing, facing left, occupying the whole

field. Legend: “
• TllE-VALVt/OF-TIIKEE-PENCE.”

llcver.se: Three harnmer.s, each bearing a crown. Legend:
“ * CONNECT1CUT.1737. ^ ”

No. 2. 1737. Onc.Type. Two Varieties.
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Obverse: A deer, standing, facing lef*^, occupying the whole
field. Legend: |^ “ VALVE.ME.AS.YOU.PLEASE--^”
Exergue: The Roman numerals III upon a small scroll; a lit-

tle crescent is shown below.

Reverse: Three hammers, each bearing a crown upon the

head. Legend: “I.AM.GOOD.COPPER.”.-;!^ «<1737.

No. 3. No date. Three Types. One Variety.

GrAXBY or niGLEY TOKEN.

Obverse : A deer, standing, facing left
;
a crescent above in

the field. Legend: VALUE.ME.AS.YOU.PLEASE^”
Exergue: The Roman numerals III upon a small scroll; a

little crescent is shown below.

Rever.se : A broad axe. Legend: CUT.MY.'WAY.
THROUGH.”

No. 4. 1739. One Type. One Variety.

Obverse: A deer, standing, facing left; a crescent above in

the field. Legend: VALUE.ME.AS.YOU.PLEASE A”
Exergue: The Roman numerals III upon a small scroll; a

little crescent is shown below.

Rever.se: A broad axe. Legend: “J. CUT. MY. WAY.
THROUGH. 1739.”

All the Granby or Higley Tokens were made with beaded

or milled borders, and with plain edges. They varied in size

from 18 to 19, and in weight from 120 to 170 grains. There

were seven obverse and four reverse dies, which were com-

bined variouslv, the same obverse being used with different

rever.se impressions, or one reverse with different obverse im-

pressions, producing odd pieces. The most common reverse

was the variety, bearing the broad axe, but no date. (No. 3.)
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The coinage of his tokens having been effected without the

sanction of law, Uigley f(.und trouble in putting them in eir-

culation at their nominal value. At first he stamped them as

worth three-pence, the colonial paper being depreciated, and

then, at loss to measure values by such a fluctuating standard,

and uncertain how his coinage would be received, he inscribed

upon his subsequent pieces the modest legend, “ Value.Mc.As.

You.Plcase.” To establish and extend the business of his

mint upon a more stable and regular basis, rt appears that

nigley sought assistance and co operation outside the colony

in which he conducted his business, and that he and those Avho

l)ccamc interested with him, undertook, through “Mr, John

Read, of Boston, Gent.,” to secure the authority of law for

their operations, and to make the copper product of their mint,

the monetary standard of the province.

Accordingly, on Octolier loth, 1739, the said John Read ad-

drcs.scd the General Court of Connecticut, then as.scmblcd in

New Haven, and in a Memorial and Petition, set forth the la-

mentable condition of the currency of New England, on ac-

count of the depreciation in the bills of the several colonies,

and inasmuch as for various reasons Connecticut stood fairly

with the British Court, he suggested the General Court should

obtain from the Crown authority to effect a coinage of copper,

and establish a mint, thus providing a proper currency for the

colonists and developing the mines and natural resources of

the colony.

Confident of the favor of the Crown of England, Mr, Read

undertook, if the General Court would send an Agent to Lon-

don under his direction, to bear all the exjiensc of the mission,

and only asked that in case of success in obtaining the patent

such as was desired, he and those concerned with him, should

have all the legitimate profit derived from the work of sup-

plying “the public with the much-needed coinage.”

The currency proposed by Mr. Read, was to consist of Plng-

lish half-pence and farthings coined from Connecticut copper

of sterling value ; with these he proposed to redeem the out-
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standing bills of Connecticut at maturity, issuing in the mean-
time, new bills only to replace those already in circulation.

Of the new bills and copper to be coined, he suggested a bank
should be created, which should pay its obligations and those

of the colony upon demand, in the course of business, one-half

in the new bills, and one-half in copper money from the Con-

necticut Mint. In this way the petitioner argued, there would
be an immediate supply of money of intrinsic value, which

would l)C ever preserved in value “against all factors, stock-

jobbers and chances whatsoever.” Thus, too, he expected to

induce the holders of silver money to give up hoarding the

same, and throw it into circulation, in common with the other

currenc}’’ of paper and copper, the whole to result greatly to

the comfort and relief of the people and the advantage of trade

and general industry.

Ko notice was at first taken of the memorial of Mr. Read,

and he wrote three letters, one after another, calling attention

to the matter; his third letter was dated November 12th,

1739, and on the twenty-first of the same month, the ^lemo-

rial and Petition which he had presented five weeks before,

was first “come to” in the order of busine.ss for consideration.

There is no evidence of the legislation desired by Mr. Read

and his partners, and subsequently, although private coinages

were continued in diflerent places, and a share of the coppers

produced were circulated in Connecticut, there is no further

record of any effort to establish an especial issue of coin for

that colony, as such.

The copper mine owned by John Iligley, and from which

he obtained the metal used in the- production of his copper

tokens, was situated about a mile and a half south of the prin-

cipal Simsbury cop{)cr mines, and was in the course of time

extensively worked. On October, 1773, the Ueneral Court of

Connecticut made the subterranean part of the Simsbury cop-

per mines a colonial goal and public workhouse, which was

afterwards known as Newgate Prison. To this prison for

some half a century thereafter, the Courts of Connecticut sen-
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tenccd burglars, horse thieves, counterfeiters and the like

criminals. The mines, which were quite unprofitable as an

average business, were more unsatisfactory as a place of con-

finement; the buildings connected with them were three

times destroyed by fire, and revolts, violence and escapes were

of frequent occurrence. The unfortunate prisoners were em-

ployed in working the mines, and the discreditable establish-

ment was kept up until the year 1827, when a more humane
institution was founded upon modern principles in another

part of the state.

On October 18th, 1785, Samuel Bi.shop, James Hillhouse,

John Goodrich and Joseph Hopkins, presented a petition to

the “Honorable General Assembly of the state of Connecti-

cut,” then “sitting at New Haven, in that state.” These peti-

tioners, citizens of Connecticut, represented the existence of a

great and general scarcity of small coin in the state, to the ex-

cessive inconvenience of all orders of men, especially the la-

boring class, “in the article of making change,” and further-

more, that both Englishmen and natives of the state were

counterfeiting in great abundance, coining and issuing a coin

much under weight, and endeavoring to impose the same upon

the public, to the discredit of the copper currency and the

damage of the commonwealth. In view of these facts, the

said Bishop, Hillhouse, Goodrich and Hopkins, proposed the

consideration of the expediency of a grant to them of the

right and power of establishing “a Mint in this State,” to be

used for ten years by them, under superintendence of the As-

sembly in coining coppers of good metal of the standard and

weight of British half-pence, five per cent, of the coppers

coined by them to be jiaid into the Treasury of the state, in

consideration of the privilege granted them in making such

an issue current. Beside this, they asked that the coinage of

copper in the state, without permission of the Assembly,

should be punished as counterfeiting, according to the laws in

the case of an imitation of gold and silver money.

After discussion, the General Assembly, on C tober 20th,
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1785, finally passed a bill in form, granting the persons named
in the petition, the right to establish a mint in Connecticut to

manufacture coppers of the value of British half-pence, not to

exceed the amount of Ten Thousand Pounds lawful money,

the grant to continue during the pleasure of the General As-

sembly, but not exceeding five years, upon the terms named

in the petition, the coinage to be inspected by appointees of

the state, at the expense of the persons conducting the mint,

and not to issue without inspection. Nothing in the act was

to be construed so as to make the coppers a legal tender, “ex-

cept for the purpose of making even change, for any sum not

exceeding three shillings.” This coinage was ordered to bear

the following impression or stamp, (viz), a man’s head on the

one side, with a circumscription in the words or letters fol-

lowing, (viz), AVCTORI: CONNEC: and on the other side,

the Emblem of Liberty, with an olive branch in her hand,

with a circumscription in the words and figures following,

(viz), INDE:ET.LIB:i785.

On October 24th, 1785, the General Assembly of Connecti-

cut “Passed a Bill to prevent Coining Coppers without Li-

cence” by which it was enacted “that no person whatever

shall Coin or Manufacture any Copper Coin of any descrip-

tion or size without permission first had and obtained from

the General Assembly on pain of forfeiting for each offence

the sum of one hundred pounds lawful Money which forfei-

ture shall be if sued for by a private person one Moiety there-

of to the use of the person prosecuting to Effect and the other

Moiety thereof to the Treasurer of this State to and for the

use of this State and shall be recoverable by Aetion of Debt

or Information before any Court pro[>er to try the same—”.

An attempt was subsequently made to prohibit the importa-

tion into Connecticut of any counterfeit coin, or any copper

coin, unless of a coinage authorized by the Congress of the

United States, or by some one of the States, and of equal value

to that coined in Connecticut by lawful authority. During

May, 1786 a bill passed the Lower House of Assembly, which
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fixed the amount of prohibited coppers any person could at

one time bring into the state, at fifty pieces; non-compliance

with the law to be punished by a fine of “Ten Pounds lawful

Money,” all such coin so imported to be confiscated and dis-

posed of as counterfeit money. This bill failed to pass the

Upper House of Assembly, and the mixed and irregular cop-

per currency continued in circulation.

The dies for the Connecticut coppers were made by Abel

Buel. The work of coinage appears to have been made the

subject of a sub-contract to Samuel Broome and Jeremiah

Platt; these sub-contractors had formerly been merchants in

New York, and were said to be men of fortune. Broome and

Platt had a mint at a place now called Morris Cove, on the

light hand side of New Haven harbor, going up, at a point

about two miles above the light house. There was another

mint at Westville, at the foot of We.st Rock, about two miles

inland from New Haven. The building at Morris Cove was

a small frame house, said to have been painted red. This

mint was in operation in 1788, and is described as making use

of “a powerful iron screw” for striking the coins, the whole

apparatus and establishment being doubtless much the same

as that de.scribed in use about the same time at Rupert, Ver-

mont, and by Machiii and Company at New Grange, now New-
burgh, Ulster county state of New York.

CoxxECTicrT Coppers, 1785 to 1788 Inclusive.

The “Connecticut Cent,” 1785. Eight Types. Eight

Varieties.

Connecticut Cent, 1785 M.\ilei) Bust.
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Obverse: A mailed bust, the head laureated, facin- riaht or

Koverse The g<rfdcss of liberty, seated, facing left by her
^0 a circular scrolled shield. In her right hand the figure

y s
,
near the top, which is surmounted by a libertyoap. iUgend: .INDE.KTLin:" E.xerguei 1735 Bortos

:::;53 giin" 132

Connecticut Cent, 1785. Maileu Bust.

Some of the types and yarieties of the coinage just described
are unique as specimens, some very rare, and others compara-

The “CoNaVECTicuT CeaVt,” 1786. Seven Types
neties. ^ ' Ten Ya-

CONNECTICUT Cent, 1786. Mailed Bust.

Obverse: Similar to that of this coinage for the precedin<»
year, except that the first five types have mailed busts, while
the other two are draped.

Reverse: Similar to that of this coinage for the preceding
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year, except dilterences ih punctuation of the legend. Weight,

116 to 173 grains.

Connecticut Cent, 1786. (“ Hercules.”) Mailed Bust.

Two pieces from dies clas.sed as belonging to this coinage

of 1786, weigh respectively but 8-1 grains and 102 grains, and

on that account, and because of differences in execution as com-

])ared to the rest of the issue, are suspected of being counterfeits.

While some of the genuine coins of 1786 are as noted, of but

116 grains, few have been found which do not reach the legal

weight of 144 grains, and a number are considerablv heavier.

CoNNEClTCUT CENT, l786. DkAPED BuST.

The “Connecticut Cent,” 1787. Forty-three Types.

Thirty-six Varieties.

Connecticut Cent of 1787. Mailed Bust.
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Obverse : Similar in general to that of this coinage for the

two preceding years, except in the division and punctuation

of the legend, and the mis-spelling of the same in several in-

stances, the word “AUCTORI” being variously rendered in

different dies, as: “AUCIORI,” “AUCTOBI,” “AUCTOPI,”
or the legend made to read “AUCTORI CONNECT,” or

“AUCTORI CONNFC.” Fifteen of the types of 1787 bear

mailed busts, and twenty-eight types of the same year bear

draped busts, while the decoration of the different pieces with

stars, pheons, cinquefoils, fleurons mullets and the like peca-'

liarities, creates deviations too numerous and unimportant for

record in a general description.

Reverse: Similar in general to that of this coinage for the

two preceding years, except in the division, transposition, and

punctuation of the legend, and the mis spelling of the same in

several instances, the words “INDE ET LIB” being variously

rendered in different dies, as: “INDE ETLIB,” “ETLIB
INDE,” “IND ET. LIB,” “ INDL ET LIB

“INDE ETLIR,” “INDE ET.LIR,” “INDEETIIB, etc.,

with multiform decorations varied on the different piece.s,

creating deviations too numerous and unimportant for present

notice. Weight, 117 to 184 grains.

Connecticut Cent, 1787. Dkaped Busts.

One piece from a die classed as belonging to this coinage of

1787, weighs but 104 grains; it has a very small head upon

the obverse, and in execution resembles the coins of other

states more than the mintage of Connecticut. On account

of these peculiarities, this piece is supposed a counterfeit.
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The “Connecticut Cent” of 1788. Sixteen Types. Four-

teen Varieties.

Connecticut Cent, 1788. M.\iued Bust.

Obverse: Similar in general to that'of this coinage for the

three preceding years, having deviations similar to those de-

scribed in the dies of 1787. In one ca.se, the legend “AUC-
TORI CONNEC” is mis-spelled and made to read “AUC-
TORI CONNLC.” Thirteen of the types of 1788 bear mailed

busts, and three types of the same year bear draped busts.

Reverse : Similar in general to that of this coinage for the

three preceding years, with somewhat similar deviations in

the division, orthography and punctuation of the legend, and

also in the heraldic details and decorations peculiar to the .sev-

eral varieties. Weight, 108 to 168 grains. (Average >Veight

less than any other year.)

One specimen of 1788, has an obverse identical with one of

1787 of Connecticut
;
rever.se the same as one of the coins of

Vermont. Another Connecticut coin of this year, has the

same reverse as the “GEORGIVS IIT REX'” issue of‘Machin

& Co., from the mint established by them in the state of New
York.

Connecticut Cent, 1788. Draped Bust.
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Of this copper coinage of Connecticut, there were, according

to the best authorities and the most careful investigation of

the best collections of “Colonials,” in 1785, eighteen obverse

and eight reverse dies; in 1786, fifteen obverse and ten re-

verse dies; in 1787, one hundred and eight obverse and fifty-

two reverse dies; in 1788, twenty-three obverse and fourteen

reverse dies. One hundred and sixty-four obverse and eighty-

four rev^erse dies in all, for although according to the record,

this coinage was continued until 1789, no coins have been

found of this species bearing that date and the impress of the

Connectieut mint. These numerous dies were used inter-

changeably, in different combinations, one with another, some-

times those of different years being worked together, and as

has been noted, the dies of different mints appear in the coin-

age of different states, and in cases, upon pieces from private

unauthorized manufactories of coppers. Great trouble has

been taken to classify the copper coinage of Connecticut, but

the enumeration and description of the same has not been

made absolutely perfect
;

neither can the best experts dis-

criminate with certainty between the counteifeit and the gen-

uine.

In January, 1789, the General Assembly of Connecticut ap-

pointed a Committee to inquire into the condition and record

of the mint of that state. This Committee met on the 7th of

April, 1789, and reported to the General Assembly at the ses-

sion held at Hartford the following May. The report of this

Committee gave a succinct history of the mint, reciting its

origin and organization, as well as giving a complete state-

ment of the several co-partnerships which had been formed to

carry on the business. The owners of the mint at that time,

were James Jarvis, 4-8 and 1-16 parts
;
James Hillhouse, Esq.,

1-8 part; Mark Leavenworth, Esq., 1-8 part; Abel Buel, 1-8

part, and John Goodrich, 1-16 part. “Abel Buel” is reported

to have gone to Europe and left his rights in the copper coin-

age to his son Benjamin. The firm are said to have ceased

the coinage of coppers June 1st, 1787, but Benjamin Buel is
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reported to be pursuing the business “and has Just began to

Stamp them.’’ The Certificate of the three In.spectors showed

there had Ijeen in.spected “tw'enty eight Thousand nine Ilun-

drcd and forty four Pounds weight of Coined Coppers,” and

that there was still due the state, on account of the twentieth

part to it payable by law,” sixty-one Pound & two 07.s. of

coined coppers” which were reckoned at “Eighteen Copj^ers

for One Shilling,” making the amount duo the state “Eight

Pound three Shillings.”

For six weeks from September 10th, 1786, the mint, as ap-

peared by report of the Committee, had been lea.sed to Mark
Ijeavenworlh, Lsaac Baldwin, and William Leavenworth, dur-

ing which time they made, according to their own statement,

blank coppers, which they had stamped in the city of New
York with various impressions, some few with that borne by

the Connecticut coins, or one resemblinsr the .same. On June

20th, 1789, the General Assembly pa-ssed a resolve suspending

the coinage to the end of the next session, the proprietors and

all persons interested in the mint to be notified to appear and

show reason why their grant of the right of coinage should

not cease
;
and this seems to have been in effect the end of the

coinage of this mint for the .state of Connecticut.

By the Constitution of 1787, the United States assumed the

exclusive right to coin money for the several states. On mo-

tion, during the session of the General Assembly of Connecti-

cut, December, 1790, the Trea.surer was authorized and di-

rected to sell the copper coin belonging to the state for liqui-

dated notes, or securities of the state, provided he could obtain

two shillings of said notes or securities per pound weight for

said coppers. The same coppers still remaining unsold, and

Janies Jarvis being engaged upon an extensive contr.act to

coin copper cents according to act of the Congress of the

United States, the General Assembly of Connecticut, during

the session of May, 1791, directed the State Treasurer to dis-

po.se of the coppers in the Treasury, the property of the state,

to the best advantage, and make report of his proceedings in
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said business, which being supposed to have been done, con-
cluded the action of Connecticut in the matter of a special and
local coinage.

COPPER COINAGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.
From a very early date, the industrious and commercial

colony of Massachusetts, gave almost constant attention to va-
rious j)rojeets for securing a sujiply of money, either of paper
bills, or coin of dilfcrent metals. In Mas.sachusetts, the only
colonial mint for silver was established, and for that colony
alone, as far as known, was a project for importing money
considered by its Legislature. Tliis scheme was embodied in

a Memorial jjrcsented to the Senate of Massachu.sctts, March
Lth, 1 (02-3, by “ M illiarn Chalkhill, One of the Monvers of
Her Majesties Mint in the Tower of London” then resident in

Boston. Chalkhill proposed to bring over “Ten Thousand
Pounds in Copper Money,” the prices and values to be agreed
upon.

The Senate, having received the proposal of the Monyer,
appointed a Committee of three to meet a Committee of the

House of Representatives, in conference upon the subject.

The joint Committee favored the importation of jEoOOO in

pence, but their report was not concurred in, and the matter

being laid upon the table,went over to bo considered at the “next
Court, if then offered.” It does not appear from the subsequent
record, that the scheme was ever revived, and that which has

already been given, is all that is known regarding the matter.

Almost half a century later, a military adventure by ifassa-

chusetts against the French at Cape Breton, Canada, caused

the irnportion of the largest sum of money in specie, known
to have been sent at one shipment to the Briti.sh provinces in

America during ihc colonial period. 3’hc expenses incurred

by Massachusetts in the expedition to Capo Breton, were esti-

mated at £183,619, 2s. 7Jd. sterling, and, as the enterprise was
against a public enemy, the Parliament of Great Britain voted

the amount should be repaid the colony.
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Accordingly, on Septeml)cr 18th, 1740, the ship Mermaid,

commanded by Captain Montague, arrived in Boston harbor,

and William Bollan, Esq., one of the agents of the j>rovince,

having come in the said ship, laid l>efore the Council of the

colony, a statement of his business, and an account of the

monies on the Mermaid for the Treasury of Massachusett.s,

from the Exchequer of England. With the credit obtained

from the British Treasury, the agents of ^^a.ssachu.setts had

purchased six hundred and fifty ounces of silver coin, in milled

and j)illar Spani.sh dollars and halves of the same, and ten tons

of British copper half-pence and farthings.

The authorities were somewhat troubled to find a place of

deposit for such a mass of money; Ezekiel Lewis, Samuel

Danforth and Treasurer Foyc were appointed to visit a hou.se

owned by Foye, in King’s street, to see if it were a fit place

for lodging the public money, and to treat with the tenant of

the premises, to secure her con.sent to remove. The hou.se

was found desirable for the purpose, but the tenant refused to

remove, even to make room for a large amount of money, at

the request of “the Honorable the Great and General Court of

Ilis Majesty’s ProvinLeof the Massachusetts Bay in America.”

There being thus “a lady in the ca.se,” the Council voted

that-“a Brick Arch” should be built in the cellar of the resi-

dence of Treasurer Foye, to which the treasure on the Mer-

maid should be conveyed as soon as possible, and Samuel Dan-

forlh and Andrew Oliver were made the Treasurer’s a.>^.sist-

ants in the important business. By means of this specie, the

greater part of the bills of credit and paper money of Massa-

chusetts, were taken up and redeemed, and it is suppo.sed that

the frequency of fine specimens of English half-pence and

farthings in America, dated 1749, may be accounted for by

this importation and disbursement. It cost over two hundred

pounds sterling to ship this money from England, to which

were added cost of freight on board the Mermaid, charges for

delivery, etc., probably as much more. The tran.saction shows a

marked contrast to the business methods of the present day.



187BRITISH COLONIAL COINAGES.

According to the record in the archives of the Senate of
Massachusetts, the first proposal for a copper coinage for that
colony, was made by Seth Reed, of Uxbridge, Massachusetts,
To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled',” March, 1786. In the Senate,
March 9lh, 1786, the same petition was read and left in
charge of a joint committee. Reed represented that he could
obtain a coDsiderable quantity of copper and silver from bodies
of ore within the Ij nited States, samples of the ores being in
his possession. By coining the metals named, the petitioner

supposed the public might be greatly benefitted, and the ne-

cessities of business better met, than by an emission of paper
currency. Aware that the development of the mines, and the
coinage, would involve great expense and much trouble, the
adventurer asked that the Commonwealth should save him
harmless in that particular, and grant him the exclusive right
of coinage in its jurisdiction, for such a time as may be deemed
necessary, or so long as he should meet in full the require-

ments of the Government in the matter.

On March loth, 1786, a petition was presented bv James
Swan to the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts, for the right of coining money, but of copper onlv.

Swan asked leave to coin Twenty thousand pounds value in

copper, the size, fineness, and impression of the coin, to be de-

termined by the authorities, and the value determined by tlic

relation of the coin to the British half-pence or to the French
sols. The petitioner proposed to establish a mint at his own
cost, in Massachusetts, and on condition that all foreign copper
coin, of whatever denomination, should be declared illegal;

Avould pay into the Treasury of the Commonwealth five and
one-half per cent, on all the coin he should make. The bene-

fits to the public were urged as reasons for granting the peti-

tion, and the fact that a similar petition had been granted in

New Jersey and Connecticut, quoted as a good example.

The statement in regard to New Jersey, was somewhat pre-

mature, no action of that state in the matter having been made
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subject of record, until May 23rd, 1786, more than fiv'c weeks

afterward. No attention seems to have been paid to this peti-

tion from James Swan, but the proposal of Seth Reed was re-

ported upon by the Committee having the same in charge, on

March 24th, 1780, and it was recommended that the petitioner

be called upon for fuller particulars and larger samples of the

ores mentioned by him, with proof that the mines from which

they were taken were worked in Massachusetts, and that the

affair Ixj referred over to the next General Court. The report

of the Committee was concurred in by the Senate and Uouse

the same day.

Meantime, March 23rd, 1786, another .scheme was introduced,

and a Committee apuointed to consider the subject of coining

a quantity of copper or silver money in behalf of thccommon-

wcalth. This was referred for consideration to the Governor

and his Council, by whom the business was entrusted, to the

Lieut. Governor and Ilonblc Mr. Adams, to confer with the

authors of the several petitions presented for the right of

coinage, consider the circumstances, and report. A thorough

investigation followed, and extensive negotiations with Ja.mes

Sw\'in were conducted. Mr. Gorham, one of the Delegates of

Massachusetts in the Congress of the United States, taking no-

tice, according to the newspapers, that proposals had been

made the Legislature of Massachusetts, relative to a cooper

coinage, informed the Governor that great inconvenience must

follow a separate coinage by the states, and moreover, that a

uniform coinage would soon be provided by Congress. In

view of the facts, the Governor suggested, under date ot June

12lh, 1786, that the proceedings to establish a mint in Massa-

chusetts should be su.spended.

Notwithstanding the suggestion of the Governor, and the

advice of Mr. Gorham the Delegate, the business of the mint

of Massachusetts was forwmrded, and on Octolxir 16lh, 1786,

there was pas.scd “An Act for establishing a Mint for the

coinage of Gold, Silver and Copper.” The United States in

Congress assembled, having on the 8th of August, 1786, regu-
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lated the alloy and value of coin, as was stated in tlie preamble
of the Act, it was enacted that all the coin that should be
struck in the Mint of Massachusetts should **be of the same
weight, alloy and value, and each piece bear the same name, as

is by the said Ecsolve of Congress fixed and established. It

was further enacted that Sixty thousand dollars should be
coined in convenient proportions of cents and half cents, the

name of each to be stami)cd in the center thereof, each coin to

bear such inscriptions or devices as the Governor, with the

advice of Council, may think proper, the said coin, when
struck, to be received in all payments in the commonwealth.
The erection, equipment, and superintendence of the mint, was
committed tolhe Governor and his Council, to report from
time to time to the General Court.

The Governor of Massachusetts nominated Captain “Joshua
Wetherle” as a person suitable to be employed in the mint,

and the Council advised that said “'Wetherle” be appointed to

conduct the business of copper coinage for the commonwealth.
Captain Joshua Withcrle (as he wrote the name), having be-

come Mint-master, there was weighed for deliverv to him
from the cannon foundry at Bridgewater, on May 10th, 1787,

thirty-four hundred and thirty-four pounds of copper, and six

hundred and fifty weight of “sprews” of the same metal, the

property of the commonwealth
;
and David Kingman and

Hugh Orr, the Committee appointed for the purpose, reported

that there was on hand fit to be used for coinage, “One Ten
Inch Mortar Two & half Do., four Cohorn Morters unfinished,

now on hand, also Two four pound Brass Cannon that are to

be run Over Again and a Ten Inch Mortar that failed in the

Casting Supposed to weigh 12 or 14 Cwt. together Avith a

Brass rack belonsrin" to the Machine for bo:ing Cannon,”.

On Wednesdav, June 27th, the Council advised that the de-

vices for the intended copper coinage, should “be the figure

of an Indian with a bow h arrow & a star on one side, Avith

the Avord ‘CommonAverlth,’ the reverse a spread eagle Avith

the Avords—‘of Massachusetts A. D. 1787’—”. It Avill be
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noted in the illustrated description of the copper coins of

Massachusetts on succeeding pages, that in the execution of

the dies from which the mintage was done, there was a varia-

tion from the design named by Council in the legend upon the

reverse, the word “of” being omitted, and “Massachusetts”

and the date alone inscribed.

The appointed superintendent of the second Massachusetts

Mint w'as the principal partner in the firm of Withcrlo &; Co.,

coppersmiths, who had a shop on Kilby street, in the city of

Boston. Joshua Witherle lived upon a piece of land now oc-

cupied by buildings from Numlx'r 1132 to 1144 Washington

street, Boston. A short distance in the rear of his house,

once desciibed as 910 Washington street, Witherle erected

the building which was used as a mint-house. This was de-

scribed as of w'ood, one story high, about twenty feet wide by

forty feet long, and is said to have been put up before the mint

was proposed. The copper for the coinage, was cast into in-

gots at the mint in Boston, then carted to Dedham, Massachu-

setts, and rolled into plates at a mill there belonging to Joshua

Witherle, from which the metal ready for being struck into

planchets or blanks for the coin, was carried back to Boston

and delivered again into the mint.

Though having buildings already put up for the business

of coinage, superintendent Witherle explained before the

Council on January 17th, 1788, that having received orders

in May, 1787, from Government, to erect the necessary build-

ings, and prepare machines for coining copper cents according

to law, he had immediately begun the work, and spared no

])ains to procure every article which might be thought neces-

:-ar\'. Unfortunately, the iron furnaces, upon which he had

lx;cn obliged to depend, were “so nearly out of blast,” that he

could not get patterns made for the rollers he needed, and was

at loss for sundry other articles. Unable to get such castings

as he desired, the Mint-master was compelled to have rollers

made of wrought iron, which, however, answered the purpose.

Another cause of great delay in the business, was the diffi-
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culty found in securing steel of a proper quality for making

the dies required for the coinage, which was, however, finally

accomplished. More time was lost in unsuccessful experi-

ments in casting copper in read’ness for the rolling mill, the

metal being afterwards drawn, or forged into shape, under

trip hammers erected at Dedham.

Most of the dies for the second Massachusetts mint, were

made by Joseph Callender, of “Half Square State-Street,”

Boston, at a cost of £1, 4s. each. Of this, Superintendent

Witherle made complaint as an excessive price, and subse-

quently made a contract with Jacob Perkins, of Newburyport,

Massachusetts, who was to receive for making the dies, one

per cent, of the coin struck from them. From peculiarities

in the impressions from the dies, it appears that Callender

made thirty -eight dies; his bill was £48, 12s. for making

thirty-nine dies and repairing three dies. There was but £3,

18s. lOd. paid to Jacob Perkins in all; how economical the

contract with him would have j^roved, had the same been con-

tinued, is uncertain
;
the small amount received by him shows

ho could have done but little comparatively in the service of

the mint.

The accounts.of the copper coinage of Massachusetts show

there were £1048, 2s. 7d. in value of coppers coined, up to

January 21st, 1789, at an expense of £2249, 16s. 4^d., a loss

to the commonwealth of £1201, 13s. 9d. 1 farthing. The

coinage seems to have been ended at this time. On June 17th,

1789, Joshua Witherle having been j)aid by a warrant on tlie

Treasury of Massachusetts, for “one thousand and seventy

pounds, ten shillings and three pence his bonds as superin

teudent of the mint were cancelled. The buildings, machinery,

and facilities of the mint establishment were, upon his petition,

left in possessicn of Joshua Witherle, for his use in private

business, he agreeing to properly take care of and upon de-

mand, duly account for the same.

On June 10, 1790, the copper cents in the Treasury of Mas-

sachusetts, were made current at one hundred and eight cents
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for six shillings, or one dollar, of lawful money. No silver or

gold coins were struck at the second mint of Massachusetts,

and as the federal coinage soon made the manufacture of coin

by any state as needless, as it was declared unconstitutional, it

occurred to the Legislators of the Bay State, that they would

have done well to have heeded the suggestion of their Gov-

ernor, and suspended action regarding their state currency, in

deference to the proceedings of the Congress of the United

States.

Copper Coins ok Massachusetts.

Obverse: A clothed Indian, standing, facing left, in his

right hand a bow, in his left an arrow. Legend: COMMON
WEALTH.

Rcvcr.se: A spread eagle, bearing a shield upon his breast,

inscribed with the denomination of the piece; his right talon

grasps an olive branch, and the left holds a bundle of arrows.

Legend: MASSACHUSETTS. In exergue, the date. Bor-

ders, milled
;
Edge, plain.

The “Cent,” 1787. Eight Types. Nine Varieties.

Massachusetts Cent, 1787.

Obverse: A clothed Indian, standing, facing left, in his

ri"ht hand a bow, in his left an arrow. Legend: COMMON -4r

WEALTH.
Reverse : A spread eagle, a broad shield upon his breast, six

pales gules (upright), a chief azure (open or plain '. Upon the

chief, or upper part of tlie shield, the word CENT, in bold

Roman lettering. In exergue, beneath a heavy horizontal bar,
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the date 1787. Borders, milled; Edge, plain. Size, 16^ to

19 ;
Aveight, 146 to 165 grains.

The “Half Cent,” 1787. Six Types. Four Varieties.

Massachusetts Half Cent, 1787.

Obverse: Same general description as the Cent of 1787.

Reverse : Same in general as the Cent of 1787, except that the

shield upon some specimens, bears onlyHALF CENT. Borders,

milled; Edge, plain. Size, 15 to 15| ;
weight, 75 to 83 grains.

The “Cent,” 1788. Twelve Types. Thirteen Varieties.

Massachusetts Cent, 1788.

General description much the same as that of the Cent of the

same coinage for 1787.

The “Half Cent” 1788. One Type. Two Varieties.

Massachusetts Half Cent, 1788.

Similar in general to the Half Cent of the same coinage of

the preceding year 1787. Weight, usually 76 grains.

M
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Th.0 Copper Coinage of Massachusetts was, in comparison

with other colonial issues, quite regular, the several types and

varieties showing respectively but minor points of difference.

The superintendent of the mint, Joshua AVitherle, was known
.among his neighbors as “The Cent Maker.” The archives of

Massachusetts contain a great number of documents relating to

the silver and copper coinage of the colony and state
;
these

have been published by S. S. Crosby, at the suggestion of the

New England Numismatic and Arch-eological Society,

and give a very interesting account of the whole business, the

different schemes proposed by various parties, and the laws

enacted, the result and conclusion of all having been given

herein. Superintendent MTitherle .seems to have been a prac-

tical man and able mechanic, who achieved good results under

unfavorable circumstances. But for the establishment of the

United States Coinage, doubtless the metallic currency of Mas.

sachusetts would have become of great commercial importance,

a benefit to the people and a source of direct profit to the com-

monwealth in which it originated.

COPPER COINAGE OF NEW JERSEY.

During the tenth General A.ssembly of the State of New
Jersey, on Tuesday, May 23d, 178fi, “The speaker laid before

the IIou.se proposals made by Walter Mould, Thomas Goadsby

and albion Cox, for striking a Copper Coin for the state of

New Jersey, which was re.ad Whereupon Ordered, that

Messrs A. Clark, R. S. Smith, Sheppard, Marsh and Nicoll be

a Committee to Confer with the said Walter Mould Thomas
Goadsby and Albion Cox on the Snbject of the .said proposals

and report to the Ilouse the Terms they may agree upon.”

On Wednesday, May 24th, 1786, the Committee to whom the

matter had been referred, reported to the Legislature of New
Jersey they held the conference for which they were appointed,

and that the petitioners proposed either to coin a sum in

coppers, not to exceed ten thou.sand pounds, and pay one-

.eleventh part to the state, or if permitted to coin any greater
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sum, to pay the state one-tenth part of all sums issued without

depreciation of the cui rency to be created.

Such was the first recorded proposition for a copper coinage

in New Jersey. Massachusetts had already taken action upon

the petition of Seth Bead for. a similar privilege, March 9th,

1786, yet many of the copper coins of New Jersey were dated

1786, while no copper coin was struck in the Massachusetts

Mint until the year 1787. On Thursday,' May 25, 1786, a pe-

tition for the privilege of making copper coin, was presented

to the Legislature of New Jersey, by one William Leddel, who
represented himself to be in possession of a considerable quan-

tity of copper, and the owner of sundry iron founderies. Un-

der the direction of the Legislature, Leddel proj)Osed to coin

coppers equal in weight and quality to the best ever circulated

in the state, and pay the state every ninth copper and receive

the paper money of the state in exchange for others if desired.

The petitioner proposed to accept a design, and stated weight,

from the Legislature, and in five days return a sample of his

coinage.

Ilowever, the Legislature of New Jersey paid no particular

attention to the petition of William Leddel, and who he was,

or where his sundry iron founderies were situated, is alike un-

known. On June 1st, 1786, an act was passed by the Legisla-

ture of New Jersey, authorizing Walter Mould, Thomas
Goadsby and Albion Cox, to strike and coin in copper, for the

state, a sum equal in value to ten thousand pounds, at fifteen

coppers to the shilling. The eoins were to be of pure copper,

to weigh six pennyweights and six grains each. They were

to be made in the state, of such device and impression as should

be directed by the Justices of the Supreme Court, or any one

of them. It was further provided that said coin should be

subject to alteration in value, by act of the Congress of the

United States.

Mould, Goadsby and Cox, were required to give bonds in

the sum of ten thousand pounds, for the faithful performance

of their duties in effecting the coinage proposed in full within
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two years, anti for the payment, hy quarterly instalments, of

ten per cent. ( f the coinage into the Treasury of the state.

Subsequently, a disagreement arose between Mould, and

Goadsby and Cox, in consequence of which the two last were

authorized by the Legislature to make two-thirds of the coin-

age by themselves, without prejudice to the rights of Mould

regarding the third part remaining. An act was j)as.sed June

4th, 1787, against the circulation in New Jersey of any cop-

pers other than those made within that state, or “struck by

the United States of America in Congres.s assembled,” under

penalty of a forfeit of ten times the nominal value of the sum
or sums so offered in payment.

There -were two mint-houses established in New Jersey un-

der the legislation just noted. One was in Morri.stown, and

the other at Elizabethtown. The Morri.stown Mint was lo-

cated in a residence once known as “Solitude,” and afterwards

as the “Iloiloway House.” “Solitude” w'as the residence of

John Cleve Symmes, Chief Justice of the state of New Jersey,

and subsequently the home of a !Mr. Holloway. The mint

here was carried on by Walter Mould, .said to have been a

coiner of coppers at Birmingham, England, before his emigra-

tion to America. Mould, according to report, brought from

Birmingham, all the machines, tools, and appliances, for coin-

ing copper, and had only to secure new die.s, set up his appa-

ratus, and proceed anew with his old business. In consequence

he avoided the difiiculties which retarded the work of Mint-

master Withcrle in Ma.s.sachusetts, and, as has been noted, un-

der a later legislation, produced an earlier issue of coin.

The Elizabethtown Mint, was in a shed attached to a build-

ing once known as the “Old Armstrong IIou.se,” in Water

street. The coinage there was carried on by a man named

Gillxsrt Kindle, as is supposed on account of Goadsby and Cox.

According to tradition, this mint was carried on for about two

3'cars, as follows : A w'oodcn box, several feet deep, was sunk

like a pit in the middle of the floor of the room
;
in the center

of this, was an iron upright or anvil, bearing a die, the top of
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whicli was about even with the surface of the floor of the

room. Upon the floor, at one side of the pit, sat a workman,

his legs hanging down inside the same. He took the blanks

from a box beside him, and placed them on the die, when the

stamp came down and made the impression, after which he

brushed the new copper off the die into the pit beneath. The

press was worked by two men, one at each end of an iron bar

nine or ten feet long, at the middle of which’was a heavy per-

pendicular screw. The copper was brought to this place all

ready for stamping, and the coin taken away in kegs. The
good housewives of the neighborhood used to buy the coin

from the mint for paper money, “a bureau drawer nearly full

at a time,” and pay them out for the ordinary small expenses

of their families,

A careful study of the lettering of the New Jersey Copper

Coinage, shows that many of the dies were made from the

same set of punches, and presumably by the same hand. The

same punches were u.sed upon many of the dies cut for the

copper coinage of Vermont, and upon some of the dies for the

copper coinage of Connecticut. The inference from these facts

and some other indications, is, that there was a business con-

nection, more or less definite, between Ecuben Ilarrnon, Jr.,

of Rupert, Vermont; Machin & Co., of New Grange (New-

burgh), New York; the owners of the Connecticut Mints at

New Haven
;
other money manufacturers in the city of New

York, and MessVs, IMould, Goad.sby and Cox, of New Jersey:

and furthermore, that James F. Atlce, the engraver and die

sinker, and perhaps other artists of his kind, were in the habit

of itinerating from one mint to another, as their services were

required. The Vermont Coins of 1787, were evidently, for

the most part, from dies made by Atlee—the like may be

said of the same coinage for 1788
;
of many of the pieces indi-

cated as belonging to Connecticut; the Georgivs* III' Re.x' of

Machin & Co., and various types of the copper coins of New
Jersey.

There was a coinage of New Jersey coppers ^id to have
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been carried on by a Mr, Ilatfield, who assumed to have made

dies and struck the pieces in a barn below Elizabethtown, be-

ing assisted by a colored man. John Bailey, cutler, of the

city of New York, testified in August, 1789, that he had

coined “Jer.sey coppers previous to April 15lh, 1788:” by au-

thority derived from an Act of the State of New Jersey, enti-

tled, “An Act for the establishment of a Coinage of Copper

in that State, passed June the first, 1786.” 'Ihe copper coin-

age of New Jer.sey was not as regular as that of Ma.ssachusetts;

good and bad dies w^ere in many ca.ses used together, just as may

have suited the convenience of the operatives of the mint.

New Jersey Copper Coin 1786.

Obverse: A horse’s head, facing right, upon an heraldic

wreath
;
in the field, under this device, stands a plough. Ix;-

gend : NOVA C/ESARA. Exergue, the date 1786.

Reverse: A shield, to be de.scribcd in the lan"ua"e of heral-
I O O

dry as, argent, .six pales gules, a chief azure. Legend : “ % E »>

PLURIBUS UNUM% • Border.s, serrated; Edges, plain;

size, 16 to 19; weight, 137 to 178 grains.

Of 1786, Eight Typc.s. Eight Varieties.

New Jersey Copper Coin, 1787. Large Size.
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General description of both Obverse and Reverse, same as

the pieees of this coinage for the year 1786. Size, 19 or less

;

weight, 165 grains or less.

New Jersey Copper Coin, 1787. Small Size.

General description same as of the larger jiieee. Size, 16 or

more
;
weight, 108 grains or more.

Of 1787, Eleven Types. Ten Varieties.

New Jersey Copper Coin, 1788.

General description same as that of this coinage for the two
preceding years, e.vcept that the device of the horse’s head

faees to the right in some of the dies of the obverse, and to

the left in others.

Of 1788, hive Types. Five Varieties.

The Types and Varieties of the New Jersey Copper Coin-

age, are in a number of instanees marked by decided and nota-

ble diherences. On some of the obverses, three leaves appear

beneath the device of the horse’s head
;
upon some of the re-

verses, there are two crossed branches inseribed beneath the

shield. The legend NOVA C..ESARIA upon the various

obverses, is in general perfectly plain lettering, though some-

times punctuated with a period at the close. In some half-a-
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dozen instances, the legend of the obverse is punctuated vari-

ously by quatrefoils, mullets, or stars, the legend upon the

reverses always ornamented and punctuated variously by simi-

lar characters. There are two obverses called “the dog” or

“the fox,” on account of a small device struck upon them in

connection with the legend, but on good specimens, this device

is easily recognizable as the figure of a running horse. One
obverse has for a legend, the contraction E. PLURIBS UNUM,
punctuated Avith stars. An extremely rare variety is double

struck, and thus made to read E. PLUKIBUS UNUM, the R.

being mutilated. The device of the horse’s head, facing left,

appears, as far as known from existing specimens, to have

been struck only upon the obverses of a part of the genuine

NeAV Jersey Copper Coinage of 1788, but for the purpose bf

defrauding collectors, some one has by engraving, or other ar-

tistic processes, reversed the horse’s head, upon New Jersey

Copper Coins of both 1786 and 1787, making the device face

to the left, a deviation from common honesty, not a dificren-

tation in the mintage of Ncav Jersey. During the spring and

summer of 1787, the Congress of the United States ordered

the coinage of three hundred and forty-five tons of copper into

cents, as will presently be described, and the right of coinage

Avas the same year vested exclusively in the General Govern-

ment. In consequence, the Ncav Jersey and other local Quints

ceased operations. IIoAvever, the multiform product of these

“copper shops” continued to circulate, Avith a great amount

of cheap coin imported from England. The most of the im-

ported coppers Averc said to have been made in Birmingham,

England, and Avere denominated “Birmingham coppers;” this

became corrupted to “BungtOAvn coppers,” and as the mis-

cellaneous coinage of coppers Avas displaced by the authorized

Cent of the United States, and became depreciated, the

phrase “Not Avorth a BungtoAvn Copper,” became proverbial.

Gradually, the whole coinage of coppers began to disap-

jAear, and finally, as 80 much rubbish, they were swept from

circulation
;
their disapj>earance, however, was not complete
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and final until during the suspension of specie payment in the

time of the war of the great rebellion,

PROPOSED COLONIAL COINAGES OF NEW YORK.

As early as 1661, an attempt was made by the Burgomas-

ters and Scejjens of New Amsterdam, to establish a mint in

that city, now New York. An application was made by the

officers just named, to the Chamber of Directors of the West
India Company, at Amsterdam in Holland, for authority to

coin silver, but without success.

In the year 1672, an order was passed by the General Court

of Assizes in New York, for regulating the currency of silver

coin in that state, which provided that a Boston shilling

should pa.ss for one shilling, and “a good piece of Eight Span-

ish Coine, whether of Mexico Sevill or a pillar piece” for six

shillings. It was stated in the Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire Advertiser, of March 29th, 17S6, that New York, Con-

necticut, and Vermont, had authorized a coinage of copper, the

money being already in circulation, and that of New York es-

pecially, very fine in appearance. It is supposed that the

coins alluded to as belonging to New York, were the “Non
Virtute Vici” or the “Neo-Eboracencis” pieces of private

coinage then in circulation, and to be hereafter described

herein. There is neither reeord or specimen of coin, to show
that the state of New York authorized a copper coinage.

On February 11th, 1787, petitions for the right to coin cop-

pers Avere pre.sented to the Senate and Assembly of the state

of New York, by John Bailey, Ephraim Bra.sher, and Thomas
Machin. The matter was referred to a Committee, which re-

ported that there were various .sorts of copper coin in circula-

tion in the country, which they described as:

“First. A few genuine British half-pence of George the

Second, and some of an earlier date, the impressions of which

are generally defaced.

“Secondly. A number of Irish half-pence, with a bust on

the one side, and a harp on the other.
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“Thirdly. A very great number of pieees in imitation of

British half-pence, but much lighter, of inferior copper, and

badly e.xecuted.

“Fourthly. A very considerable number of coppers of

the kind that are made in the state of New Jersey.

Many of these are below the proper weight of the Jersey

coppers, and seem as if designed as a catch penny for this

market.”

The Committee estimated that the coiners’ profit on the.se

various pieces, was: On the British half-pence, Jt> per cent;

on the Birmingham half-pence, 49 per cent; on the Jersey

coppers, 54 per cent. The further consideration of the subject

was postponed. On April 20th, 1787, the Senate and A.ssem-

bly of New York pas.sed an “Act to regulate the Circulation

of copper coin,” which prohibited the passing of any coppers

in the state of New York, except tho.se of pure copper, weigh-

ing one-third of an ounce avoirdupoi.s, each, which were to

pass at the rate of twenty to the shilling of the lawful current

money of the state, and not otherwise. Any person to whom
uncurrent coppers were offered in payment, might seize and

retain the same, making complaint to any Justice of the peace

of the city or county. If the person tendering or passing

light or base coppers, was aware of their bxse character,

such person forfeited five times the sum offered, to the person

to whom they had tendered the same. On February 7th,

1788, the counterfeiting of gold or .silver coin, was by .special

enactment declared a felony punishable with death.

PATTERNS AND TOKENS.

The various coins to be described under this he.ad, are Pat-

tern pieces of .st.atc mints, or of the Mint of the United States,

together with various other pieces of dificrent coinages, many
of which are of an unknown origin.

The Carolina and New England Tokens.

As late as the year 1769, there was still prc.served in the
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Tower of London in England, the obverse and reverse dies of

a coin called the London Ilalf-penny. The device upon the

obverse of this piece was an elephant, the head well down.

The reverse bore the arms of the city of London, around which

was in<=cribed the legend: “GOD PRESEKVE LONDON.”
The dies for this token were said to have been made by the

engraver Rotiers, of London. The purpose of this coinage is

unknown
;
a hundred and thirty years ago, the issue was va-

riously stated to have been made “for the London Work-
house,” struck while the plague raged in London, from which

pestilence the inscription is supposed to be a prayer for de-

liverance
;
or intended to be made current at Tangier in Africa,

but never set in circulation there.

Ilaving furnished one seemingly unsolvable problem for the

antiquarian, the old obverse die bearing the device of an ele-

phant, was left to become the cause of still other unsatisfied

inquiries. During the reign of William and Mary, king and

queen of England, there appeared a new coin, which has been

called the “Carolina Cent,” and said to have been issued in

the Carolina plantations. There were at least Two Types and

Two Varieties of these pieces. The more rare of these may
be described as follows

:

Obverse : An elephant, standing, facing left.

Reverse: An inscription, in six lines, occupying the entire

field: “GOD: PRESERVE: CAROLINA: AND THE:
LORDS: PROPRIETERS 1694” Borders, milled; Edge,

plain; size, 18^; weight, 143 grains.

Carolina Token.
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This illustration is of the more common type and variety

of this coinage, the obverse being identical with that of the

“London Half penny.”

Obverse: An elephant, standing, facing left.

Reverse: An inscription, in six lines, occupying the entire

field, “GOU: PRESERVE: CAROLINA: AND THE:
LORDS: PROPRIETORS. 1G94.” Borders, milled: Edge,

plain; size, 17 to 18J ;
weight, 130 to 162 grains.

The Carolina Tokens were struck in copper, and impress-

ions from the same dies are said to have been made in brass.

The obverses of the two pieces described arc much the same;

however, the tusks of the elephant on the first-named piece,

are short, while in the more common type, they arc longer,

and approach the border of the coin very nearly. The die of

the first variety Avas recut to form the common reverse, the

bust “E” in “PROPRIETERS” being altered to form an “0,”

changing, as may be noted, the orthography of the W'ord. On
good specimens, the original “E” may be seen beneath the

overcut “0,” proving the identity of the die.

New England Token.

Obverse : Same as that of the common type of the Carolina

Token of 1694, and from the same die as that and the “Lon-

don Halfpenny.”

Reverse: An inscription, in five lines, occupying the Avhole

field, “GOD: PRESERVE: NEW: ENGLAND: 1694” Bor-

ders, milled
;

Edge, plain. Copper
;

size, 18J ;
weight, 133

and 236 grains.

The great irregularity in the weight of the Carolina and

New England Tokens, indicates they were coined as mcdallets,

or tokens, rather than for circulation as money. The coinage

is supposed to have been done in London, England, from

whence the issue found its way to America.

The Earliest New York Token.

A very rare piece, the only sixjcimcn of which was until



BRITISH COLONIAL COINAGES. 205

lately supposed to be preserved in Holland, but of wbieb dur-

ing the last decade, several samples have been found and now
are extant in the United States, is called “The New York
Token,” and being conjectured to have been struck about

1700 to 1706, is supposed to have been the earliest coinage for

that colony.

Obverse : An heraldic eagle, rudely engraved, displayed,

resting upon a branch, with a leaf at each end. Legend:

NEW- YORKE- IN- AMERICA 4.

Reverse: A group of palm, or other trees; at the right, a

figure in flowing robes
;
at the left, a smaller, semi-nude, run-

ning figure, with a bow in the left hand. From the shoulder

of this last figure, what appears to be a wing, but may have

been intended as drapery, projects, or floats, backward. Mr.

Crosby considers this figure a Cupid, and the draped one

Venus. They may have been designed for an Indian- and a

squaw
;
classical or aboriginal, all in relation to the coin being

a matter of speculative guesswork. Borders, milled; Edge,

plain; size, 13; weight, in brass, 55 grains.

There are specimens of this New York Token in lead, brass,

and perhaps in tin
;

it was probably originated in Holland, for

circulation in New York, but never minted in any quantity.

Perhaps the scranny bird inscribed as the device of this coin,

was the primitive attempt to display the eagle as an American

emblem.
The “New England Stiver.”

A token, supposed to have been minted in Holland, early

in the seventeenth century to furnish small change for the

use of Dutch Traders in New Amsterdam, now the city of

New York.

Obverse: Two lions, one above, facing left; one beneath,

inverted, facing right; to the left of the lions
;

to the

right of them S Around all these, is inscribed a circle of

dashes, forming a deep milled border.

Reverse : An inscription, in four lines, NEW ENGLA ND
pj The N’s all reversed, the M inverted. Edge, plain; size.
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12
;

Aveight, 37 grains. The style of work in this coin is the

only indication of the period of its issue.

The Glovcester Tokex.

This piece, of an unknown origin, and without a history, is

believed to have been a pattern for a shilling to be issued by

Ricliard Dawson, of Gloucester Co. (or Court House), Vir-

ginia. The only two specimens known, are both struck in

brass and quite imperfect.

Obverse : A large mullet
;
the center and points are void.

Legend: “RTC,” and indistinct letters, supposed to be,

“IIARU,” theu “DAWSON- ANNO-DOMT714.
Reverse: A house. Legend: “GLOVCPISTER-CO.,” and

indistinct letters, supposed to be, “HOUSE-”, then “VIR-

GINIA-” Exergue: “XII” Borders, beaded; Edge, plain.

Brass. Size, 14 ;
weight, 62 grains.

Louisiana Cent.

In 1721, 1722 and 1767, various Copper Coins were struck in

Paris, France, for the use of the colonies of P’rance; these

pieces arc popularly known in the United States of America

as “Loui.siaiia Cents,” and as such, one is here presented, as

among the earlier coinages for America, yet not for a British

colony.

Obverse: The letter “L” in duplicate, cro.ssing, saltierwise,

surmounted by a crown. Legend : “SIT NOMEN. DOMINI
BENEDICTUM.”

Rfverse: An inscription, in four line.s, occupying the field.

“COLONIES FRANCOISES 1722 U”
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The Virginia Half Penny.

Among the pieces 'which have been described by a distin-

guished Pmglish author as “Coins for the Colonies,” are those

called Virginia Half-pennies
;
they Avcre struck in copper, with

specimens also in silver. There is no proof of the especial re-

lation of these coins to Virginia, and we have the authority

of Jefferson, as late as 1782 (Works, vol. 1, p. 136), for the

statement that, “In Virginia, coppers have never been in use.”

It is evident there was a considerable issue of these coins, but

they are not to be considered as having been the currency of

the colony for which they were named.

Virginia Half Penny, 1773.

Obverse: Laureated bust of George III of England, facing

right. Legend: “GEOKGIVS-IILKEX-”
Keverse : An ornamental crowned shield, quartered and em-

blazoned with the arms of England and Scotland; of France;

of Ireland; of the Electorial dominions. Legend: “VIRGI
NIA divided by the shield. Above the shield 17 73

the crown dividing the figures. Border, milled
;
Edge, plain

;

size, 15| to 17 ;
weight, 110 to 123 grains, and in one variety,

sometimes called a “penny,” 131 grains.

Virginia Half Penny, 1774.
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Obverse : Laureated bust of George III of England, facing

right. Legend : “GEORGIVS-III DEL GRATIA-”
Reverse: Similar to that of the same coinage for preceding

year, except the date 1774. Border, plain; Edge, plain; size,

IG; weight, 84 grains.

Tlierc seem to have been about twenty pair of dies made uso

of in striking these coins, but the coinage is quite regular, the

minor differences of punctuation, sj)acing of letters and the like,

being considered insufficient to establish decided varieties.

Mass.\chusetts Pine Tree Copper, 1776.

Obverse: A pine tree, rooted in the earth; to the left of

the trunk “1 C;” to the right of the same “L. M.” Legend:

“MASSACIIUSET TS STATE,” the top of the tree divi-

ding the first word.

Reverse: The goddess of liberty, facing left, seated upon a

globe; in her left hand the stall’ of liberty; the right hand is

extended, and upon it appears a liberty cap. At her feet rests

a very small dog. Legend: “LIBERTY AND VIRTUE.”
Exergue: Beneath a heavy line “177G” Borders, milled;

Edge, plain
;

size, 20
;
w-eight, 198 grains.

This piece is supposed to have been the first pattern for a

Massachusetts Cent. The specimen is considered unique, hav-

ing been dug up some years since. The “ 1 C L. M ” on the ob-

ver.se is probably an abbreviation of One Cent Lawful Money.

Massachusetts Half Penny (“ Janus Copper ”).

Obverse: A trifons device of three faces together, facing

left, front, and right. Legend: “STATE OF MASSA : J D
Reverse: The goddess of liberty, facing right, and bracing

backward against a globe, which appears to bo slipping away

from under her
;
in her right hand she grasps a liberty staff,

in her left holds a liberty cap. At her feet rc.sts a very small

dog. Legend : “GODDESS LIBERTY.” Exergue: Beneath

a heavy line “1776” Border, plain
;
Edge, plain; size, 15;

weight, 81 grains.
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This specimen is doubtless unique, having been found

among the papers of Paul Revere, and supposed to be en-

graved by him for some private enterprise in connection with

the preceding “ Pine Tree Copper.”

“ContinentAT. CuKUENCY.” Three Types. Three Varieties.

The ''•Congress in America" in 1776, is said to have issued

a coinage of tin and brass, specimens of which have been

found in silver. The design resembles very much that subse-

quently adopted for the first authorized coins of the United

States. This Continental Currency may be described as fol-

lows :

Obverse: Thirteen interlinked rings, the name of a state

being inscribed upon each ring. Legend: “AMERICA^'
CONGRESS’” inscribed upon a small circular label in the cen-

ter of the field. Within the space enclosed by the label, is an

inscription, “WE ARE ONE,” in three lines. The space be-

tween the legend and the thirteen rings, is filled by a glory of

short rays.

Reverse: A sun-dial, to the right of the center of the field,

surrounded by two parallel circles, one within the other. Be-

tween these circles, to the upper left of the field, appears a

small sphere, representing the sun, from which numerous rays

proceed toward the dial. Near the sun, and below the same,

between the circles, is inscribed the word “Fugio.” Beneath

the sun-dial is an inscription, “Mind Your Own Business,”
N
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in two lines. Outside both the circles and around the whole, the

Legend: “CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 1776.” Borders,

beaded
;
Edge, inscribed with ornamental leaf work

;
size, 25

;

weight, silver, 378 grains
;
tin, 258 grains; brass, 224 grains.

Specimens of this currency, in silver, have circulated as dol-

lars. The greatest number of impressions were made in tin.

Of specimens in bra.ss and silver, but single pieces are known.

The specimens in tin arc not very common. The types of this

coinage arc formed in part by differences in the rings on the

obverse, some of which arc plain, some beaded, and some

partly cut into lines, the first style being most numerous
;
the

two last have a comma under the N in the word “AMERI-
CA^".” One type has the legend thus, “AMERICAN CON-
GRESS,” and “N. IIAMP’S precedes “MASSACEIS” in the

inscriptions on the rings. The first variety of the reverse is

as described and illustrated
;
the second has for a legend only

“CONTINENTAL CURRENCY,” the date 1776 being

omitted. Another, used with the last described obverse, has

the sun nearer the dial, and E. G. Fecet in the inner circle

over the date. Beside the pieces of Continental Currency in

silver and bra.ss, supjxjsed to be unique, that having this last

reverse is most rare, the re.st being neither very scarce, nor

vet common.

Non Dependens Status.

The origin and history of this fine engraved pattern piece

are unknown
;

the specimen is interesting as perhaps the

earliest presentation upon coin of the legend of an Independent

American state.

Non Dependens Status
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Obverse : A full bust, facing right
;

flowing hair to the

shoulders. Upon the drapery of the bust a small oval shield

as an epaulet, emblazoned with a staff bearing a flag
;
across

the staff, saltierwise, rests a naked sword. In each angle of

this device is displayed a fluer de lis. Upon the breast of the

bust is a head with spreading wings. Legend: “NON'DJB-

PEN— UENS-STATUS”
Reverse: An Indian, seated upon a globe, facing left; nude,

except a cap or bandeau upon his head, and a feather tunic

around the lower part of the body. In his extended right

hand he holds a bunch of tobacco; the left reaches behind

him and rests upon a shield, bearing the same emblems dis-

played upon the epaulets upon the bust on the obverse. Le-

gend: “AMER ICA” divided by the figure of the Indian.

Exergue: 1778. Border, plain
;
Edge, plain

;
size, 19.

Some coin dealers advertise the Non Dependens Status as

“a rare copper, worth $100,00.”

Chalmers’ Annapolis Tokens.

This Coinage was issued in 1783, by a goldsmith named L.

Chalmers, of Annapolis, Maryland, as a speculation on his

own private account. The denominations are shillings, six-

pences, and threepences, all now very rare, the smaller pieces

especially so.

The Chalmers’ Siiilung. (Unique).

Obverse: Equal to One Shi above this a branch, and be-

neath two clasped hands. Legend: “I. CHALMERS AN-
NAPOLIS ^ 1783 V ” Border, milled, in fine work.

Reverse: A chain of twelve rings, in regular links; an-

other ring linked in the three lower links of the chain. From
the center of this sett of four rings, arises a liberty staff,

crowned by a cap, which is displayed at the center of the field.

Above tlie cap is an eye. There are mullets enclosed in each of

the eleven upper rings, and a mullet in the center of the field,

each side of the liberty cap. Border, beaded. Silver
;
size, 13.
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This piece is supposed to he iinique, and at the sale of the

Mickley Collection, brought fifty dollars.

Thk Chalmers’ Shilling. (Very Rare).

Obverse: Clasped hands, inside a wreath. Legend: “I.

CHALMKRS, ANNAPOLIS.
Rcver.se : Center, a heavy horizontal bar

;
below, two doves,

a branch in their bills
;
above the bar is horizontally extended

the figure of a serpent; around the field is a fine circle, and

outside of this and against it a beaded ring. Legend

:

“)»ONK SHILLING « 1783.” Border, milled; Edge,

milled. Silver; size, 14J ;
weight, 57 grains. There are two

slightly different dies of this reverse.

The Chalmers’ Sixpence.

Obverse: Center, an open mullet, enclosed by a wreath.

Ixjgend: “I* CIIALMERS.ANN APOLIS.”
Reverse: An ornately ornamental right-angled cros.s, at the

center of whicri arc displayed two clasped hands. The per{>en-

dicular arm of the cross has a crescent at either end and a

small ornament; the horizontal arm has a star at either end;

in each angle of tlie cro.ss is displayed a leaf. Legend :
“ I. C.

SIX PENCE 1783.” Border, milled
;
Edge, milled. Silver;

size, 11
;
weight, 28 grains.

The Chalmers’ Threepence.

Obverse : Two hands, clasped. Legend :
“ I. CHALMERS .

ANNAP
Reverse: A branch, with buds or fruit, surrounded by a

wreath. Legend: “THREE <*« PENCE 1783.” Border,

milled; Edge, milled; size, 8; weight, 12 grains.

At the date of the Chalmers’ Coinage, it had become custo-

mary to cut silver dollars in halve.s, quarters, and eighths, for

change. The cutting was pre.sently done so as to make fiv*

pieces of a dollar, which were called quarters, or nine or ten

pieces called eighths. This abuse rendered the pieces so cut
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uncurrent, and Chalmers, buying the bullion at a discount,

made his issue of underweight coin at a double advantage.

The Nova Constellatio Patterns.

Beside the remarkable issue of paper money during the war

for independence, the American Congre.ss, as ha.s been de-

scribed, was credited with the production of a “ Continental

Currency” of tin in 1776. In 1781, the same body of legisla-

tors undertook to provide a general metallic currency for tl>e

confederated states, of which they were the representatives.

To this end, Kobert Morris, the distinguished Financier of the

Confederation, was directed to take the subject of an A merican

coinage and currency under consideration, and thereupon, as

soon as practicable, make his report.

On January 15th, 1782, Robert Morris made report to Con-

gress of a system of coinage suggested by Gouverneur Morris.

It had been found that the diflerent coins which had circu-

lated in America had undergone such varied changes in value,

that hardly any could be considered a general standard. The
coin which most nearly served as such a standard, was found to

be the Spanish dollar. These dollars passed in Georgia at five

shillings, in North Carolina and New York at eight shillings,

in Virginia and the four Eastern states at six shillings, and iit

all the other states except South Carolina at seven shilling^

and sixpence, and in South Carolina at thirty-two shillings and

sixpence.

The money unit, to agree with all these different values ex-

cept that of South Carolina, was found in the fourteen hun.

dred and fortieth part of the dollar—the sixteen hundredth

part of a crown. A very small monetary unit was considered

an advantage to commerce, but it was not considered necessary

that this unit should be exactly represented in a coin, provided

its value were generally and precisely known. Two copper

coins were proposed, one of five units and one of eight units,

and it was suggested they might be called “Five” and “ Eight”

accordingly. 'I'hc money unit, as was stated, would be worth
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OTiequarter of a grain of fine silver in coined money. Thence,

in a decimal ratio, one hundred units would be the lowest sil-

ver coin, supposed to be made of twenty-five grains of fine sil-

ver, to which might be added two grains of copper, making

the coin weigh one pennyweight and three grains. This coin

it was prop(>sed to call a Cext. Five Cents were to make a

Quint, or five hundred units, and the coin representing this

denomination was to be of the same metal and fineness as the

Cent, and weigh five pennyweights and fifteen grains. Ten

Cents were to make a Mark, or one thousand units, represented

by a coin of the same metal and fineness as the Cent and

Quint, to weigh eleven pennyweights and six grains.

No immediate action was taken by Congress in relation to

this j)iece of business, yet the scheme was discussed repeatedly

and by such persons as Thomas JelTerson and his especial col-

leagues. Jefferson considered the monetary unit proposed by

Gouverneur Morris, and approved by Robert Morris through

his report to Congress, too small. In this Robert Morris was,

according to the writings of Jefferson, brought in some mea-

sure to agree to, both considering that “I/<e ease 0/ adoption

with the ]>eo])le," was the thing to be a raed at. To meet the

views of Jefferson, Morris proposed the M.\RK as a unit, in-

stead X)f the fourteen hundred and fortieth j>art of a dollar, as

at first suggested. The Mark, according to the account given

by Jefferson, was worth about 4s, 2d. lawful money, or twenty-

five thirty-sixtlis of a dollar. As a monetary unit, Jefferson

proposed the Dollar itself, and whether that or the Mark

.should be so regarded, came to be the only question left be-

tween the two famous statesmen.

Various plans were proposed by Robert Morris; one of his

systems provides for a decimal coinage, of which the series

first proposed would have been issued as follows:

Ten Quarters to make one penny ;

Ten Pence to make one ‘'hill” or bit;

Ten Bits to make one dollar ;

Ten Dollars to make one crown.
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The Quarter proposed as a unit was to be made of the

value of a quarter of a grain of pure silver, or one fourteen

hundred and fortieth part of a Spanish dollar. The Crown
was to have been coined of gold, the dollar of silver

;
the

penny must have been the smallest coin and presumably the

only one in copper. Kobert Morris also proposed that other

coins than those named could be struck if required, but each

to contain an exact number of quarters. The names of the

coins ho stated were arbitrary “like all other names”
;
for ex-

ample, the word crown occurred from an idea of a design for

the gold piece to be as follows: “An Indian, Avith his bow
in his left hand, and in his right hand thirteen arrows, and

his right foot on a crown
;
the inscription, manus inimica

tyrannis." “The Financier of the Revolution” subsequently

changed this plan of his and made the unit of his new series

equal in value to twelve shillings and sixpence sterling, which

he called a pound.

Ten Doits to make one penny

;

Ten Pence to make one shilling ;

Ten Shillings to make one pound.

Such was to be the system of account
;
the coins to repre-

sent the same were denominated

• The Crown, of gold, of 1,200 Doits.

600 “

300 “

100 “

20 “

1 “

There were other proposals made, the embodiment of which

is to be found in the American State Papers. Early in 1783,

or perhaps late in 1782, preparations were made for the “Mint

of North America.” The business was entrusted by Robert

Morris to Benjamin Dudley. The die-sinkers and engravers

employed were Jacob Eckfield, John Swanwick, and A. Du-

“ Ilalf Crown, “ “

“ Dollar, of .silver,
“

“ Shilling, “ “

“ Groat, “ “

“ Doit, “ “
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bois. The first piece struck as an American coin, was one of

silver, which was delivered to Robert Morris by Dudley, April

2nd, 1783. Being urged at various times by Morris to hasten

the work upon the coins “to lay before Congress to establish

a Mint,” Benjamin Dudley, on April 22nd, 17S3, “sent in sev-

eral Pieces of Money as patterns of the intended American

Coins.” During July, it was proposed to buy a Minting

Press then in the city of New York, but Morris had become

doubtful of the immediate establishment of the mint, and not

only declined to purchase the Mint Prc.ss on account of the

Government, but advised Dudley to seek j)rivate employment.

On the 30th of August, 1783, the dies for coining in the

“American Mint” were delivered by Dudley to the Financier

of the Confederation. From these dies the coins here de-

scribed, and perhaps others, were produced.

The “Continental Currency,” already described as having

been struck in tin and dated 1776, may be regarded as per-

haps the first attempt of the confederated states to establish a

national currency of coin
;
however, the origin of the tin

coinage of 1776 is uncertain, although it bears the devices

and legends subsequently adopted for the Fugios as an issue

authorized by Congre.ss. The Nova Constellatio Patterns,

though a few years later in date, arc of surpassing interest,

not only on account of their great rarity, but as the original

evidence of the first well-recorded effort by Congress, to es-

tablish a general mint and metallic currency therefrom.

The “Mark.” One Type. One Variety. (Unique.)

Tub Mark.
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Obverse: An eye, the center of a glory, thirteen points

cross, equidistant
;
a circle of as many stars. Legend: “NO-

VA CONSTELLATIO e ”

Reverse: “U S. 1.000” inscribed in two lines, a wreath sur-

rounding. Legend: “LIBERTAS-JUSTITI A- 1783-” Bor.

der, a wreath of leaves; Edge, leaf work. Silver; size, 21

;

weight, 270 grains.

The Quint.

No. 1. Obverse: An eye, around which a narrow, plain,

circular field
;
outside a glory, thirteen points cross, equidis-

tant; a circle of as many stars. Legend: “NOVA CON-
STELLATIO V ”

Reverse: “U. S 500” inscribed in two lines, a wreath sur-

rounding. Legend: LIBERTAS-JUSTITIA-1783.” Border,

beaded
;
Edge, Icafwork.

No. 2. Obverse : Center, an eye, around which a glory,

thirteen points cross, equidistant
;
a circle of as many stars;

outside the star.s, a plain rai.scd ring. No legend.

Rcver.se : Similar to that already described. Border, beaded

;

Edge, leafwork. Silver; size, IG; weight, 1 10 grains.

The dies for the !Mark are suppo.sed to have been cut en-

tirely by hand, while those for the Quint were made in the

common way, by the use of punches. The entire coinage

from the dies of the Nova Constell.atio patterns was extremely

limited, possibly but a single piece from each of them, merely

as specimens to lay before Congress. But three specimens are

known, a Mark and two Quints, and in 1875, all of them were

in the possession of S. S. Crosby, of Boston, Massachusetts.

The Mark and one of the Quints can be traced directly to the
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possession of Eon. Charles Thomson, Secretary of the first

Congress. The reverse of the other Quint is from the same

die, hence, beyond doubt, genuine. A coin for the “ Five,”

somewhat like the Quint, inscribed U. S. 5 - - - -

1783, was described in 1784, by Samuel Curwen
;
there may,

however, still be unknown specimens of the Robert Morris

pattern pieces to bo discovered.

Curing the year 1784, Jefierson, in behalf of a Committee

upon Coins and Currency, laid before Congress a report re-

commending the Spanish Dollar as the monetary unit, it being

in popular use, of convenient size, and capable of easy division.

Upon this basis, it was proposed to strike four coins, of value

as follows

:

Ten Dollars, a gold coin.

One Dollar, a silver coin.

One-tenth of a Dollar, a silver coin.

One-hundreth of a Dollar, a copper coin.

The principles of this report, made by Jefierson, were adopted

in 1785, and in 1786, Congress made legal provision for a (;oin-

age on the decimal .system, which still continues in the United

States and is coming into use throughout the world.

Tue Georgiys Trumpho.

This token has occasioned varied conclusions; .some con-

sider it as having been struck in honor of George Washington,

who, at the date given the piece, 1783, was indeed the tri-

umphant George, by virtue of success in winning the indepen-

dence of his country. Others suggest this piece relates to

George III of England, as the cfiigy upon the obverse resem-

bled him. 'I’hc coin.agc was probably m.adc from a die pro-

duced by using an old English hub, engraved with a head of

George TIT, the dct.ails of legend, date, etc., being added to suit

the fancy of the artist and the political circumstances of the

time and country. George HI made a good enough George

Washington to strike coppers with, as may have been thought.
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just as in various instances the figure of Brittania made a use-

ful but rather disreputable-looking “goddess of liberty,” “ge-

nius of Columbia,” ete., etc.

Obverse : A laurcated head, resembling George III, facing

right. Legend: “GEORGIVS-TRIUMPHO.”
The godde.ss of Liberty, facing left

;
before her is a frame-

work of thirteen bars, a fleur-de-lis at each corner^of the same.

In her extended right hand the goddess holds an olive branch
;

her left is uplifted, supporting a liberty staff. Legend

:

“VOCE POPOLI.” Exergue: the date 1783. Bordeiv,

milled; Edge, plain; size, IS; weiglit, 117 grains.

“Washington and Independence 1783.” Five Types. Six

Varieties.

The Unity States Cent.

The early coinage created for pattern pieces, or as an irregu-

lar currency for general circulation in the United States after

the establishment of the independence of the nation, was in

very many instances made to bear the portrait of Washington

as the most prominent republican citizen and statesman of tl:e

era. That this device was not used on the coin of the United

States Government, was probably due to the repugnance of

Washington to allow an observance and cu.stom tending, in

his opinion, to perpetuate monarchal institutions. The Wash-

ington coinage, or that of pieces bearing the likeness or the

name of Washington, is quite extensive
;
a comparatively few

specimens are herein described, but these include some of the

earliest dates and most prominent, rare or interesting exam-

ples. A remarkable instance of a foreign coin, doubtless is-

sued for private speculation, is the so-called “unity Cent,”

supposed to have been made in France, the designers’ ignor-

ance of the English language being supposed to account for

the character of the legend.

Eo. 1. Obverse: A large laureated bust of Washington,

draped, facing left. Legend: “WASELINGTON AND IN-

DEPENDENCE 1783.”

Eeverse: Two olive branches, enwreathed, and an inscrip-
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tioa of “ONE CENT” Legend: “UNITY STATES OF
AMERICA ” Exergue: 1-100 in two lines. Border milled;

Edge, plain; size, 17 J; weight, 114 grains.

No. 2. Obverse: Large laureated bust of Washington,

draped, facing left. Legend: “WASIIINGTON ii INDE-
PENDENCE-1783-”

Reverse: The figure of a female, facing left, seated upon a

rock
;
in her right hand an olive branch, her left supporting

a liberty staff", which bears a cap. Legend: “UNITED
Sl'ATKS ” Border, beaded

;
Edge, generally plain

^
size, 17^;

weight, 128 grains.

Two dies of Obver.se No. 2. The same number of dies of

this reverse; minor differences of obverses. One reverse has

in the e.xerguc T. W. I. E. S. Copper or brass. En-

grailed edges on some specimens.

No. 3. Obverse: A small bust of Washington, in uniform,

laureated, facing left, hair in a queue. Legend: “WASH-
INGTON & INDEPENDENCE-1783-”

Reverse: A figure of a female, facing left, seated upon a

rock
;
right hand holds an olive branch, left, staff of liberty,

with cap. Legend: “UNITED STATES” Exergue: T.

W. I. E. S. Border, beaded; Edge, plain; size, 17J;

weight, 120 grains. Two obverse and three reverse dies.

The Double Head Washixotox Cent.

A bu.st of Washington, in uniform, laureated, facing left,

hair in a queue. Legend: “WASIIINGTON”
Rcver.se: A bust of Washington, in uniform, laureated,

facing left, hair in queue. Legend: “ONE CENT” Bor-

ders, beaded; Edge, plain; size, 17; weight, 124 grains.

As an ornament, an elongated star is inscribed under the

busts.

The only very rare Washington Cent yet do.seribed, is that

from one of the Washington ludependencc dies of the type

bearing the small head
;
in it, the features are less prominent,

the expression unlike the rest of the series.
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WASHINGTON • THE • GREAT • D • G.

Obverse: A very ugly head, facing to the right. Legend:

“WASniNGTON-THE-GREAT-D-G.” Border, serrated.

Reverse: A chain, with thirteen rings, the name of a .state

within each
;
inside the chain, upon the lower part of the cen-

tral field, the figures 84. Border, plain
;
Edge, plain

;
size,

1G|; weight, 102 grains.

The figures 84 de.scribed, are supposed to be part of 1784,

an abraded date. But two specimens of this coin arc extant,

and both of them are so badly defaced, that the actual date

can be determined from neither.

The iMAtUNE COLUMBIAS.

The finely-executed dies of the Immune Columbias, arc sup-

posed to have been made by Thomas Wyon, of Birmingham,

England. The obverses appear on the copper Nova Constel-

latios, and they were variously combined or muled with other

pieces, in gold, silver, and copper, as is hereafter described.

The Immune Columbias.

First Obverse: An eye, on a small, plain circular field’

from the outside of the field radiates a glory of thirteen blunt

points, crossing, equidistant, the spaces between as many
stars in a circular constellation. Legend: “NOVA CON-
STELLATIO.” Border, serrated.

Second Obverse : Same as the first, except that the points

of the rays in the glory are made somewhat finer, and the le-

gend is punctuated as here presented. “NOVA'CONSTEL-
TiATIO * ” Border, serrated.
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Reverse : The goddess of liberty, seated upon a paneled

cubic pedestal, facing right
;

her left hand is well ex.

tended and balances the scales of justice. A short liberty

.staff, crowned with a cap and bearing a flag, rests against her

right shoulder, and is supported by the right hand. Legend :

“IMMUNE COLUMBIA-” Exergue: The date 1785. Bor-

der, serrated; Edge, plain or milled; size, 17 ;
weight, gold.

128.8 grains; silver, 92 grains; copper, 148 grain.s.

This reverse was “muled” or used with the dies made by

Atlee for the Vermont coinage, and those for Machin & Co.,

already described. The work of Atlee was much inferior to

that of Wyon. How the Immune Columbia dies came in pos-

.session of tho.se who thus wore them out, is unknown. The
dies muled with the Immune Columbia are as follows

:

Vermon Auctori.

Obverse: A laureated head, mailed bust, facing right. Le-

gend : “VERMON AUCTORI” Border, .serrated: Edge,

plain; size, 16; weight, 106 grains.

Georgius III- Rex.

Obverse : A laureated head, mailed bust, facing right : Le-

gend : “CEORCIVS III-REX.” Border, serrated; Edge,

plain; size, 16; weight, 129 grains.

The misspelling of the legend in this die, and on another

piece of work, indicates that the letter “G” was missing from

among the punches u.sed by Atlee. He sometimes struck the

“C” punch in a die and then engraved it into a “G." As
these muled or combination pieces may have been intended as

trial pieces, the engraver perhaps omitted to flnish his work

in his usual manner. The.sc picce.s, bearing the Immune Co-

lumbia reverse, are all extremely rare. The specimen in gold

is supposed to be unique, and is in the Cabinet of the Mint at

Philadelphia. The obver.se “NOVA CONS I’ELLATIO,” re-

verse “IMMUNE COLUMBIA,” struck on a guinea of one of

the Georges of England, is a thin piece, and somewhat abraded,

yet the legend of the guinea may be discerned beneath the

more recent impre.ssion of the “Immune.” The piece is of
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128.8 grains weight, the original weight having been 129.5

grains; its present bullion value is computed by Mr. "W. E.

Du Bois, Assayer of the Mint, at $5,05. Five speeimens are

known in silver, all having the first described obverse and

milled edges
;
an unique copper specimen exists of the same

description. Of the second obver.se, eight copper specimens,

with plain edges, are known. The muled pieces, all of cop-

per, arc perhaps even more rare than the others.

The Coxfederatios and Excelsiors.

The Confederatios and Excelsiors, as they are called, are a

noteworthy and somewhat extensive series of varied coins,

the relation of which is not historically evident, though defi-

nite peculiarities in the difi’erent coins, show a common origin

for most of the dies in the work of the same hand, or at least

in the fact of their production from one set of punches under

direction of a single artist.

The best authorities conclude these dies were made by

Thomas Wyon, of Birmingham, England, and intended as

patterns for the coins of Kew Jersey, and for New York, and

some of the Washington pieces probably, to be adopted for

the coinasre of the United States Mint. Most of the coinage

is supposed to have been done at Birmingham, but one of the

dies wa.s, as it appears, brought to America and used in the

Mint of New Jersey,*as a model for the making of other die.s,

and subsequently, in 1777, to stamp a very few impressions,

of which but two arc known to be e.xtant.

CONFKDERATIO AND TmMUNIS CoLLMHIA
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Confederatio—First Obverse: A circular central field, size

8, covered with a cluster of large stars; around this device a

glory of fine rays, presenting a corrugated outline of twenty-

four ])oints. Legend: “CONFEDERATIO'1785*” Border,

serrated.

C0XKKDEU.A.TIO AND InIMICA I’VRANNIS.

Second Obverse: A circular central field, size 0, covered

with a cluster of thirteen small stars; around this device a

glory of fine rays, presenting a corrugated outline of sixteen

points. Legend: “CONFEDERATIO'1785'” Border, ser-

rated.

Reverse 1 : An Indian, standing beside an altar or pede.stal,

his right foot upon a crown, an arrow in his right hand, a bow
in his left; at his back a quiver full of arrows. Legend:

“INIMICA TYRANNIS-AMERICA-” Border, serrated;

Edge, plain; size, 18; weight, 112 grains.

The coin bearing this reverse was fouhd in digging up an

old drain at Berlin, Connecticut, in 1861.

Rever.se 2 : Same device as the preceding reverse. Legend

:

“INIMICA TYRANNIS-AMERICANA-” Border, seriated;

Edge, plain; size, 18; weight, 147 to 153 grains.

The obvenscs and reverses already described, are supposed

to have been intended for each other originally, in the order

mentioned. Reverse 1 has been found with the first obverse

only
;
reverse 2 was struck with both the first and second

obverse.

Reverse 3 : Monogram, U S cnclo.sed within a wreath. Le-

gend : “LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA-1785-” Border, abraded
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on the specimen; Edge, plain; size, 17 ;
weight, 103 grains.

Reverse 4: Head of Washington, facing right. Legend:

“GEN.WASHINGTON.” Border, plain; Edge, plain
;

size,

18} ;
weight, 134 grains.

Reverse 5 : An eagle, displayed, bearing on his breast a shield

argent, six pales gules, a chiefazure
;
right talon, a bundle of ar-

rows
;
left talon, an olive branch

;
about the head of the eagle,

thirteen stars. Legend: E* PLURIBUS UNUM‘1786”
Border, plain; Edge, plain; size, 18}; weight, 134 grains.

Reverse 6 : Goddess of liberty, seated upon a globe, facing

right
;
in her extended left hand she balances the scales of

justice
;
with her right hand she supports the staff of liberty

bearing a flag and crowned with a cap. Legend: “IMMUNIS
COLUMBIA*” Exergue: “1786.” Border, serrated

;
Edge,

plain
;

size, 18
;
weight, 160 grains.

Reverse 7 : A shield argent, six pales gules, a chief azure.

Legend: “ E PLURIBUS # UNUM *” Border, ser-

rated; Edge, plain; size, 18; weight, 160 grains.

Reverse 8 : An eagle, displayed
;
on his breast a shield ar-

gent; six pales gules; a chief azure; in the right talon, an

olive branch, in the left, a bundle of arrows
;
about the head

of the eagle, thirteen stars. Legend: “E* PLURIBLTS
UNUM 1787 Border, milled; Edge, plain;

size, 18; weight, 114 grains.

The New Jersey Immunis.

The Confederatio. First Obverse (large stars), was used

with the reverses 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.

The Confederatio. Second Obverse was used with Re-

verses 2 and 8.

o
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Reverse 4 is shown on one specimen with Reverse 5, and

Rt'verse 0 is seen on another piece muled with Reverse 7.

Reverse 6 is found, but very rarely, muled with Reverse 7,

forming “The New Jersey Immuxis."

All the combinations described are of extreme rarity. The
weights given with the description of the reverses, are those

of pieces formed by the Confederatio obverses and the dies

mentioned.

The “New York Excelsiors.” Two Types. Two Varieties.

These pieces are called “The New York Excelsior Cents,”

though there is nothing in the device or legend to indicate

such a denomination. They are evidently associated with the

Confederatios and their varied reverses.

The New York Excelsior.

Obverse: Arms of the state of New York. Center, an oval

shield, upon which is shown the sun ri.sing from behind a

range of hills, the sea in the foreground
;

left Liberty, with

staff and c;ip
;
right Justice, with sword and scales; upon the

top of the .shield a hemisphere, supporting an eagle, wings

outspread, facing left. In Exergue: “EXCELSIOR” Bor-

der, serrated; Edge, plain; size, 18; weight, 141 grains.

In the second Obverse of the Excelsiors, the eagle faces

right, which is the only prominent difference.

Reverse : The Excelsior Obverse first described (eagle facing

left), is coined with Rever.se 8, of the Confederatios, which .see.

The Excelsior Obverse last described (eagle facing right), is

coined with Reverse 8, of the Confederatios aud the fol-

lowing :
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Eeverse 9 : A large eagle, displayed, a shield upon Lis

breast, argent six pales gules; a chief azure; right talon, a

bundle of arrows
;

left talon, an olive branch. About the

head of the eagle are thirteen stars. Legend: “ >*t E PLU-
RIBUS UNUM 1787 *” Border, serrated

;
Edge,

plain; size, 18 J ;
weight, 123 grains.

The wings of the eagle nearly touch the legend, the beak

widely open, the crest long and slender.

All these Excelsior combinations are quite rare
;
of the last,

First Obverse and Reverse 9, very few specimens
;
two or

more are known.

The Non Yi Virtute Yici, Etc.

The coins called the “Non Yi Yirtute Yici” (1786), Im-

munis Columbia (1787), Liber Natus Libertatern, and the

George Clinton (1787), appear to have been made from dies

engraved by Alice, showing as they do the marks of the same

tools used upon the dies for Machin & Co., of New Grange,

New York, the Yermout Mint, at Rupert, Yermont, and the

Mint of New Jersey. In the account already given of the

Copper Coinage of Connecticut, it appears that the Connecti-

cut Mint was at one time rented by its owners to one Leaven-

worth and his partners, and that they coined planchets or

blanks at New Haven, which were struck in the city of New
York on their account, with dies belonging to said Leaven-

worth & Co., or tho.se who did the mintage for them in New
York city. The coins mentioned by their legends in the be-

ginning of this paragraph, arc supposed to be tlio.se produced

from the blanks thus made in Connecticut. The die for the

“Non Yi Yirtute Yici” wa.«:, perhaps, a pattern made by Alice

during the preparations for the establishment of the works of

klachin & Company, or quite probably, was produced by him

before the formation of the partnership, after the manner of

such artists, privately, on his own account, as an experimen-

tal piece, to be used when occasion should offer. The piece i.s

by some collectors classed among the Washington coinage, be-
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cause the head upon the obverse bears a resemblance to the

portrait upon a number of the larger Washington medals.

Non Yi Virtutk Yici.

Obverse: A bust, in uniform, facing right. Legend: “NON
VI VIRTUTE YICI ”

Reverse: The goddess of liberty, seated upon a paneled

cubicular pedestal, the body upright, the left hand fully ex-

tended and balancing the scales of justice; the right hand

supports a liberty staffcrowned with a cap
;
the lower end of

the staff rests at the feet of the figure
;
the cap is just back of

its shoulder, and very near the legend. Legend :
“ NEO-

EBORACENSIS.” Exergue: 1786 Borders, serrated
;
Edge,

plain; size, 19; weight, 117 grains.

Immuxis Columbia (1787).

Obverse : The goddess of liberty, seated upon a globe, facing

right
;
in her fully extended left band she balances the scales

of justice; the right hand supports a liberty staff, bearing a

flag and crowned with a cap. Legend :
“ IMMUNIS COLUM-

BIA ” Exergue: 1787.

Reverse: An eagle, displayed; right talon, an olive branch,

thirteen leaves
;
left talon, thirteen arrows. Legend: “ * E#
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PLURIBUS « UNUM ” Borders, serrated
;
Edge, plain

;

size, 16|; weight, 135 grains.

Uncommon—not extremely rare.

The Nova Constellatio Coppers.

This series of tokens is said to have been made at Bir-

mingham, England, from dies engraved by Thomas Wyon, of

that place, the coinage being on account, as is supposed,

of Gouverneur Morris, of New York, and intended for

circulation in America. Forty tons are reported to have

been struck from one die alone, and many more from an-

other. The series includes nine types and nine varieties,

moit of which are common, though some are very rare.

These Coppers bear date respectively 1783, 1785 and 1786,

as here described.

1. Obverse: An eye, around which a narrow, plain, circular

field; outside a glory; thirteen points cross, equidistant; a

cirele of as many stars. Legend: “NOVA CONSTELLA-
TIO ”.

Reverse: “U’S” large Roman characters; a wreath around

the field. Legend: LIBERTAS JUSTITIA-1783. Bor-

ders, milled, sometimes serrated
;
Edge, plain; size, 16 1 to 18;

weight, 117 to 138 grains. Three Types. Three Varieties

of 1783.

2. Obverse : Same as preceding, except that the legend lacks

punctuation or ornament.

Reverse: Monogram “U S” in script, around which is a

wreath. Legend: “LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA 1785*” Bor-

ders, milled, sometimes serrated
;
Edge, plain; size, 16| to 18;

weight, 108 to 127 grains. Five Types. Five Varieties of

1783.

3. Obverse : Same as the preceding of 1785.

Reverse: Same as the preceding of 1785, except the change

of date to 1786. One Type. One Variety of 1786.

The types of these coins a few differences of note in the

form of the rays
;
some are light, some heavy, some cuniform.
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some blunt; beside, the rays vary in the particular direction

in which they point. The reverses vary most in the punc-

tuation of the legend, the disposition of the leaves of the

wreath, and the sizes of the letters of the monogram “U S.”

The rare pieces are mostly ineluded in the coinage for 1785,

and 1786, though the first piece described, of 1783, is not

common.

The Bar Cent, or U S A Copper.

This coin, presumed to have belonged to the same issue as

the Nova Constellatio Coppers, was probably made in Bir-

mingham, England, by Thomas Wyon, for circulation in

America. Tlie “U S A” Copper was first pa.ssed as money in

the city of New York, in November, 1785. The device was

taken from an old Continental button, to which fact and the

light weight of the piece, has been attributed the disfavor

shown the coinage and the limited eirculation given the same.

Obverse : Large Roman “US A” in a monogram, on a plain

field.

Reverse : Thirteen horizontal bars. Border, serrated
;
Edge,

plain; size, 15^ ;
weight, 85 grains. Two pairs of dies.

In the most common specimens, the top of the “N” in the

monogram nearly touches the letter “A”; in the rare type,

there is considerable space at this point. A Bar Cent, size 15,

is extant, supposed by some to have been of the original coin-

age and intended for a Half Cent, but on better authority, is

decided to be a recent imitation, or rather a modern novelty,

created, as supposed, to make a saleable variety.

George Clinton.

Obverse: Bust of George Clinton, facing right. Legend:

"GEORGE * CLINTON # "

Reverse: Arms of the state of New York. Upon an oval

.shield at the center is shown the sun rising from behind a

range of hills, the sea in the foreground; left of the shield.

Justice, with sword and scales- right. Liberty, with staff and
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cap. Upon a hemisphere, above the shield, stands an eagle,

wings outspread, facing right. Exergue: 1787
;
beneath this,

next the border, “EXCELSIOR” Border, serrated; Edge,

plain; size, 17; weight, 157 grains.

About a half-dozen speeiraens extant.

Liber Natus Libertatem Defendo.

Obverse : An Indian, standing, crowned with feathers, and

facing left
;
in his right hand he wields a tomahawk, his left

supports a bow, the end of which rests on the ground near

his feet; over his right shoulder appears the top of a quiver

of arrows, which is borne upon his back. Legend: “LIBER
NATUS LIBERTATEM DEFENDO ”

First Reverse : Identical with that of the George Clinton,

already described. Weight, 127 grains.

Second Reverse : A hemisphere of the globe, marked by

longitudinal and meridional lines
;
upon this stands a large

heavy-bodied eagle, wings spread, somewhat drooping, beak

toward the right. Legend: “NEO-EBORACUS 1787 EX-

CELSIOR” Border, serrated
;
Edge, plain

;
size, 17

;
weight,

153 grains.

Third Reverse: A bust of George III, facing right. Le-

gend: “CEORCIVS III REX”
This rendering of Georgius III Rex is doubtless from the

hand of Atlee, who seems to have lacked the letter “G”
among his punches, as already explained. All these pieces

are very rare, the one with first reverse most common; the

second reverse is found on but three or four pieces; the coin

bearing the third reverse is considered unique.

Brasher’s Doubloon.

Obverse: The sun rising from behind a range of moun-

tains, which fill the center of the field
;
at the foot of the

mountains, and in the foreground, appear the waves of the

sea; in the lower part of the field appears the inscrip-

tion “Brasher”; around all this is a beaded circle. Le-
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gend; “NOVA EBORACA COLUMBIA EXCEL*
SIOR »

Brasher’s Doubloon.

Reverse : An eagle, displayed
;
on his breast is a shield ar-

gent, seven pales gules, a chief azure; the right talon grasps

an olive branch, the left holds a bundle of arrows
;
about the

head thirteen stars; upon the right wing is an oval punch-

mark, showing the letters “E B.” The device is encircled by

a formal wreath of leaves. Legend: “UNUM E PLU-
RIBUS 1787 Border, plain; Edge, plain. Gold;

Size, 19
;
weight, 408 grains.

But four of these doubloons are known
;
one of these is in

the Cabinet of the United States Mint at Philadelphia, the

other three in possession of private persons.

The “ Nova Eboracs.” Three Types. Three Varieties.

This coinage is supposed to have been produced in England

for circulation in New York or other parts of America. The
issue was not authorized by the state of New York, but proba-

bly originated as a private speculation with some English mer-

chant trading to New York.

Nova Eborac.
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First Obverse : A bust, laureated and mailed, facing right.

Legend: “ NOVA . EBORAC
Reverse : The goddess of liberty, seated upon a globe, facing

right
;
beside, and somewhat behind her, is a shield, bearing

the arms of the state of New York
;
in the left hand, an olive

branch
;
the right hand is upraised and supports a liberty staff,

which is crowned Avilh a cap. Legend :
“ ^ YIRT ET*

LIB ” Exergue: 1787

Such is the description of the most common of these pieces;

the First Obverse was also used with Reverse showing the

figure of liberty, facing left, and the legend :
“ • VIRT • ET

LIB ”

The Second Obverse was made similar to the first, as de-

scribed, except a variation in the legend, thus : “ ^ ^ NOVA
EBORAC ”

The Reverse of this piece presents the goddess of liberty,

facing left, and the legend :
“ VIRT. ET LIB. ”

A third obverse varies the legend to this form: “ NOVA
4c EBORAC ”

On the Reverse with the Third Obverse, the figure of Lib-

erty faces left, and the legend is; “ 4* VIRT. ET. LIB -t-
”

As to otlier details of these coins, the borders of the pieces

formed of the First Obverse, and the two Reverses used with

it, are sometimes slightly milled, but generally plain. Size,

16| ;
weight, about 112 grains.

The Reverse with the Second Obverse, has a milled border.

Size, 17
;
Aveight, 120 grains.

Tlie Third Obverse and its Reverse, have milled borders.

Weight, 120 to 142 grains.

The edges of all these are plain. The first-named piece is

most common, the rest more rare
;
of the last, but three sjxici-

mens are known, all of late in the possession of private persons.

The Auctori Plebis.

The Auctori Piebis is a token doubtless produced in Eng.

land for circulation in America.
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Obverse: A bust, laureated and draped, facing left. Ix;-

gend: « AUCTORI ^ • PLEBIS « ”

Reverse: The figure of a female, seated, left arm resting

upon an anchor, the right hand upon a globe, a lion at the feet.

Legend: “ INDEP : ET* LIBER o ” Exergue, “1787”

This piece has been classed with the Connecticut coinage,

which it somewhat resembles. The device of the reverse ap-

pears upon three other English tokens. The legend of the

obverse is used upon another coinage, the device differing, the

date 1736, this last not intended for America.

The Kentucky Tokens.

This coinage, from two obverse and three reverse dies,

struck in copper and silver, is one of the most beautiful series

of all the tokens produced for use in America. The series

consists of the “Kentucky Triangle,” or “Pyramid Token,’’

so ealled, and of the pieces called “The Myddleton Tokens.”

The Kentucky Triangle.

Obverse : A hand, grasping a seroll, bearing the inscription:

“OUR CAUSE IS JUST” Legend: “UNANIMITY IS

THE STRENGTH OF SOCIETY + ”

Reverse: A triangular pyramid, formed of fifteen shining

stars united by rings, the initial of a state in.scribcd on each

star; the star at the apex bears the letter “K” for Kentucky.

Legend: “E PLURIBUS UNUM * ” Borders, milled. Size,

18 to 19 J ;
weight, 1C5 to 192 grains.

The edges of this piece are variously finished in different

specimens
;
some are plain, some engrailed, and some lettered

with different in.<;criptions, as “Pay.^ble in Lancaster Lon-

don OR Bristol” or “Payable At Bedworth,” etc.

The Baltimore Town Threepence.

The history of the Baltimore Town Threepence is unknown.

It appears to have been a private issue by Standish Barry, and

takes its name from its legend, and the fact that it appeared in
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Baltimore, Maryland, in 1790, and bears the denomination of

three-pence. The coin is remarkable from the precision of its

date, “JULY* 4' 90'” and it has been surmised that the piece

may have been issued in commemoration of some celebration

of the fourth of July in 1790 as an anniversary of American

Independence.

Obverse: A bust, draped in civilian dress, facing left, en-

closed by a plain circle. Legend: “ BALTIMORE'TOWN’
JULY- 4- 90-”

Reverse : A plain circular field, bearing in two lines the- in-

scription: “THREE PENCE” underneath the lower line a

heavy dash. Legend: “ STANDISII-BARRY.” interlaced

with a diagonal beaded network. Border, milled; Edge,

milled
;

size. 9 ;
weight, 13 grains.

The Myddelton Tokens.

Obverse : A figure, representing Hope, beside an anchor

;

she presents two children to a female, the last extending her

right hand in reception of the charge
;
the left hand supports

a liberty staff, which is crowned with a cap; in front of the

figure with the staff is an olive branch and a wreath, to the

rear a cornucopia. Legend :
“ BRITISH SETTLEMENT

KENTUCKY” Exergue: “1796.”

First Reverse : Brittania, seated disconsolate amid the down-

cast emblems of her power, and facing left
;
her head is bowed

;

she holds in her right hand an inverted spear, the head of

which penetrates the ground before her, as she bears heavily

upon it
;
at her right side a bundle of fasces, or lictors’ rod.s,

have fallen and lie prone; near them the cap of Liberty lies

upon the earth, or may have been intended to be represented

as rising from it; upon the ground, before the figure, are the

scales of justice, upon which Brittania has set her left foot;

upon the scales and the ground is the sword of justice, but

with a broken blade; the left arm of the figure rests heavily

upon a large shield, bearing the cross of the British ensigns.

Legend: “ PAYABLE BY P- P- P- MYDDELTON.” Bor-
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ders, milled
;
Edge, plain; size, 18; weight, silver, 175 grains

;

copper, 177 grains.

Sceond Reverse : Center a circular field, size 6, enclosed by

a fine plain line; upon the field an inscription in four lines:

“COPPER COMPANY OF UPPER CANADA” Legend:

“ONE HALF PENNY.” Border, milled
;
Edge, plain. Cop-

per; size, 18; weight, 166 grains.

This reverse belongs to a different coinage, a token

intended for Canadian circulation, the obverse of which

bears a figure of Neptune reclining against an aqueduct,

with the ^legend: “FERTILITATEM DIVITIAS QUE
CIRCUMFERREMUS.” the date being 1794—a very rare

piece.

The copper pieces of the Myddelton Tokens were intended

for circulation as money, but what value was put upon the

silver pieces is unknown.

The Mott Tokens.

The first of the numerous trade tokens which have been

issued by the merchants, manufacturers and business men of

the United States, were those made in England for the firm

composed of William and John Mott, manufacturers of and

dealers in clocks, watches, and jewelry, of No. 240 Water
street, city of New York.

Obverse: An old-fashioned family mantle-tree clock, crowned

by the small figure of an eagle. Legend: “MOTTS, N. Y.

IMPORTERS DEALERS. MANUFACTURERS, OF GOLD
AND SILVER AVARES.”

Reverse: An eagle, wings spread, facing left, right

talon, an olive branch, left talon, three arrows
;
on the

breast a shield argent, six pales gules, a chief azure; above

the head of tho eagle the date 1789. Legend: “CDHO-
NOMKTERS, CLOCKS, AVATCHES, JEAVELRY, SIU
A^ERAV’’ ARE.” Borders millecl

;
Edfe, generally plain,

though milled on some specimens. Size^ 17 ;
weight, 108

to 171 grains.
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The Talbot Allum & Lee Tokens.

The second issue of tokens by American merchants, was

made by the firm of Talbot Allum k Lee, India Merchants, of

Number 241 Pearl Street, City of New York. The firm con-

sisted of William Talbot, William Allum and James Lee,

from 1794 to 1796, when Lee retired; the partnership of Al-

lum & Lee was dissolved in 1798. The firm circulated a

large quantity of coppers of various devices, all, however,

bearing the date 1794 or 1795, the coinage being executed in

England.

First Obverse: A ship, under sail, to the right, above

this: “New York” Legend: “TALBOT ALLUM k LEE.

ONE CENT
Reverse 1 : The goddess of Liberty, standing, facing front,

on the right a bale of merchandise; the right hand of the

goddess upholds a short liberty staff, which is crowned by a

cap; the left hand rests upon a ship’s rudder. Legend:

“LIBERTY k COMMERCE. Exergue: “1794” Borders,

milled; Edge, lettered and ornamented “Payable at The
Store of — : : : :— ”

Second Obverse : A ship, under sail, to the right.

Legend: At THE STORE OF TALBOT ALLUM k LEE
NEW YORK. » ”

Reverse 2 : The goddess of Liberty, as upon Reverse 1

:

Legend: “LIBERTY k COMMERCE” Exergue: “1795’’

Borders, milled
;
Edge, lettered: “We Promise To Pay The

Bearer One Cent.” Size, 18 ;
weight, 153 grains.

Of this coinage for 1794, there are specimens from four ob-

«verse and two reverse dies. The most rare of the pieces of

coin, has a large k in both legends, and the name “New
York” is not inscribed above the ship. Of the coinage for

1795, but one pair of dies are known. The dies were cut at

Birmingham, England, the coins of 1795 being much less ex-

tensively manufactured. These dies were muled with others

to produce coins not especially intended for circulation in

America.
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The Franklin Press Token.

Tlie Franklin Press Token is assumed by the best authority

to be an English coinage ; the reference to the name and fame

of Franklin supposed to be intended by the legend, secures the

coin a place in American collections.

Obverse: An old-style printing press. Legend: “SIC
ORITUR DOCTRINA SURGETQUE LIBERTAS*” Ex-

ergue: “1794“

Reverse: An in.scription : “PAYABLE AT THE FRANK-
LIN PRESS LONDON'” Borders, milled

;
Edge, plain; size,

171; weight, 120 grains.

The Washington Coinage.

The earliest of the pieces bearing the portrait and name of

Washington, was the “Unity Cent” of 1783, which for the

s:ilce of chronological order, is, with the Double Head Wash-
ington Cent, and Washington The GreafD'G. described on

])icccding pages.

The English origin of the Washington Cents, the coin-

age of a later date than 1783, is supposed to be demon-

strated by several trial pieces, one of which was jirocured

from the widow of an engraver and die cutter named Uan-

cock, of Birmingham, England. The piece referred to was

struck from an undnished obverse die of the Washington

Cents of 1791
;
the impression is on a planchet intended for a

Macclesfield half-penny, the reverse plain. Edge, inscribed

“PAYABLE AT MACCLESFIELD LIVERPOOL OR CONGLETON ”

I'rierc were also two other trial pieces, imported with a lot

of English tokens, one of Reverse 1 of 1791, the “Large Eaglet

Cent,” according to the description which follows this para-

graph. The edge of this piece bore an in.scription : “bersiiam

BRADLEY WILLEY snedsiiill” another of Reverse 2 of 1791,

edge lettered: “payable at the warehouse of tiios. k
ALEX. HUTCHINSON.”

Dickeson’s “American Numismatic Manual,” Philadelphia,

J. B. Lippincott k Co., 1800, mentions the Washington Cents
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of 1791, about to be illustrated and described, as: “the real

‘Simon Pures,’ which were gotten up as pattern pieces by

authority of the General Government, and which, we think,

we can establish to be such, beyond controversy.”

Washington Cents of 1791.

The Large Eagle Cent.

First Obverse: Bust of Washington, in uniform, facing left,

hair in a queue. Legend: “WASHINGTON PRESIDENT
1791”

Reverse 1 : A large eagle, displayed, bearing upon his breast

a shield argent, six pales gules
;
from the beak of the eagle, on

either side, floats a scroll, inscribed: “UNUM E pluribus”

right talon, an olive branch of thirteen leaves
;

left talon, thir-

teen arrows
;
above the eagle, in the place of a legend : “ONE

CENT ” Border, milled
;
Edge, lettered : united states of

AMERICA • X • ” Size, 19
;
weight, 194 grains.

Reverse 2 : A ship, under sail, to the right
;
beneath the

ship are waves, and in the foreground two long branches^

crossed at their lower ends. In some specimens, the maintop

of the ship is disfigured by a break, creating the appearance

of a cap at mast head, with a piece of loose sail below. Le-

gend : “LIVERPOOL HALFPENNY” Border, milled;

Edge, inscribed: ‘D’ayable in Anglesey London or Liv-

erpool • X • ” Size, 18; weight, 138 grains.

The First Obver.se, and Reverse 1, were u.sed together to

make the coin called “The Large Eagle Cent,” the most com-

mon of the Washington Cents dated after 1783. The same

Obverse, and Reverse 2, were used together to form a piece,
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of which but four specimens are known to be in existence;

they are called the “Washington Liverpool Halfpennies.”

The Small Eagle Cent.

Second Obver.se : Bu.st ofWashington, in uniform, facing left,

hair in a queue. Legend : “WASHINGTON PRESIDENT'”
Reverse 3 : A small eagle, displayed, upraised wings

;
on

his breast a shield argent, six pales gules, a chief azure
;
right

talon, an olive branch, eight leaves and three berries; left

talon, si-x arrows; about the eagle’s head are eight mullets

;

above these are clouds, filling the space from wing to wing;

above the clouds are inscribed the words : “ONE CENT ” un-

der the eagle is the date 1791. Borders, milled; Edge, let-

tered: “UNITED STATES OF AMERic.A • X'” Size, 19
;
weight,

190 grains.

Reverse 4: A ship, under sail, to the right. Legend:

“HALFPENNY” under the ship, waves, and in the fore-

ground, on a panel, the date 1793. Border, milled; Edge, let-

tered: “payable in ANGLESEY LONDON OR LIVERPOOL ' X ' ”

Size, 19
;
weight, 163 grains.

The Second Obver.se, with Reverse 3, is called “The Small

Eagle Cent,” which is not as common as the large eagle va-

riety (Reverse 1); the Second Obverse, and Reverse 4, form

“The Ship Halfj>enny,” which is of the same rarity as The

Small Eagle Cent. An obverse, bearing the bust of George

III, facing left, with the legend “GEORGIYS III DEI GRA-
TIA ” was used with Reverse 1, to form a medallet supposed

to be unique. Struck in copper. Size, 20
;
Border, beaded

;

Edge, engrailed.
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The WAsnixoTox Cents oe 1792.

The Naked Bust or Eoman Head Cent.

First Obverse: A clas.sical bust of "Wasbington, undraped,

facing right; the head is encircled by a fillet, confining the

hair, which is cut short and is curly
;
the fillet is tied at the

back of the head by a bow knot with long pendent ends. Le-

gend: “WASHINGTON PRESIDENT. 1792”

Reverse 1 : A small eagle, displayed, wings upraised
;
on

his breast a shield argent, six pales gules
;
right talon, an olive

branch, fourteen leaves, six berries
;

left talon, thirteen arrows t

about the head of the eagle are six mullets, and above is the

word “CENT” Border, milled; Edge, plain, or inscribed:
“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -X *x • Size, 19;
weight, 198 grains. Some six or eight specimens only are

known.

Second Obverse, Reverse 2, 1792.

Second Obverse : Bust of Washington, in uniform, facing
left, hair in a queue. Legend: “WASHINGTON PRESI
DENT 1792 ”

p
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Reverse 2 ;
A large eagle, displayed, on the breast a t-hield

argent, six jiales gules, a chief azure; in the beak a scroll, in-

scribed: “UNUM E PLuniuus ”
;
right talon, an olive branch,

thirteen leaves and a berry
;

left talon, thirteen arrows; alx)vc

the head of the eagle a voided star, above this, twelve like

stars arc formed in an arch from wing to wing. Border,

milled; Edge, plain, or insc'ibcd: “united states of ameri

CA • X ” Size, 19
;
weight, copper, ISO

;
silver, 187

;
gold,

252 grains.

The Second Obverse, and Reverse 2, form an extremely

rare coin; impressions exist in gold, .silver, and copper;

they "were perhaps struck in the v.arious metals, with a

view to determine to which the dies would be best adapted.

The piece in gold is supposed unique; the specimens in sil-

ver and tho.se in copper are perhaps a half-dozen or more

of e.ach.

Third Obverse; A bust of "Washington, in uniform, facing

left, hair in a queue. Legend: “GEO. AVASIIINGTON
BORN VIRGINIA FEB. 11. 1732'”

Reverse 3: An Inscription: “ p GENERAL OF THE
AMERICAN ARMIES 1 7 75 RESIGNED 1783 PRESI-

DENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1789 ” The in-

scription is in ten lines, the star being inscribed above all, and

the dash bcnc.ath the whole. Border, milled; Edge, plain;

size, 19; weight, 178 grains.

The Second and Third Obver.scs, and Reverse 3, were in-

tended for mcdallcts, but used with the dies of the First Ob-

verse, and Reverse 1. The Second Obverse is uncommon, but

the Third Obverse, and Reverse 3, are not very rare. They

are usually struck in copper, with plain edge. Pieces in cop-

per, are known, formed of the Second Obverse, and Reverse 3,

the edge lettered : “united states oFAMEUic.t.”

The Third Obverse, and Revor.se 3, arc used in a few extreme-

ly rare silver pieces. A single copper piece is struck from

the Third Obverse, and Reverse 2. There are two dies of

lieverse 3.
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youRTir Obverse, Eeverse 4, 1792.

Fourth Obverse : A bust of Washington, in uniform, facing

left, hair in a queue. Legend : “G . W ASHINGTON PBESl
DENT . I . 1792 ”

Reverse 4 : An eagle, displayed
;
on his breast a shield ar-

gent, six pales gules, a chief azure
;

right talon, an olive

branch, thirteen leaves; left talon, thirteen arrows. Legend;

“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ”

This die is supposed to have been condemned, as indicated

by a chisel cut across the face of the impression.

Reverse 5, 1792.

Reverse 5 : An eagle, displayed, upraised wings, on the

breast a shield argent, .seven pales gulc.s, a chief azure; right

talon, an olive branch, fifteen leaves; left talon, six arrows;
about the head of the e.agle fifteen mullets. Legend:
“.UNITEDSTATESOF AMERICA.” Border, milled; Edge,

plain; size, 20 to 22; weight, copper, 220 to 273 grains; sil-

ver, 193 to 234 grains.
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Of the Fourth Obverse, and Reverse 4, used together, but

one sj)ccimcn. is known, and that is a coin in silver. The
Fourth Obverse, and Reverse 5, were used together to make
coins of both silver and copper

;
both of these last are rare,

the silver pieces being very rare. A specimen, the copper

fv^rmerly owned in Berlin, Prussia, had an edge ornamented

geometrically in circles and squares. The dies of the Fourth

Obverse, and Reverses 4 and 5, are believed to have been made

by one Peter Getz, of Lancaster, Pa., a very skillful though

.self-taught mechanic and engraver, evidences of whose re-

markable genius still remain in the jewels of the Lancaster

Lodge of Masons, in a part of the apparatus of the United

States Mint, and elsewhere.

The “Gr.vte” Token.

Obverse: A bust of "Washington, in uniform, facing right,

hair in a queue. Legend: “G. WASEIINGTON. THE
.
FIRM FRIEND TO PEACE k HUMANITY O ”

Reverse: An open fire-place, with a grate. Legend:

“PAYABLE BY CLARK k HARRIS . 13 . WORMWOOD
S~ BISHOPSGATE. Exergue: “London 1795” Border,

milled
;
Edge, engrailed

;
size, 17 J ;

weight, 144 grains.

This is evidently an English token, of which two obverse

dies, and one die of the reverse are known. The impre.ssion

of the border is seldom seen on the specimens of this token,

the planchets used being too small for the dies.

Liberty And Security W.^siiington Coins.

The .several pieces described under this head, arc probably

of English origin, but whether intended for medals or for cir-

culation as pennie.s, or half-pennic.s, is unknown.

First Obverse : A bust of Washington, in uniform, facing

left, hair in a queue. Legend: “GEORGE WASHING
TON.”

• Reverse I : A shield argent, .seven pales gule.s, impaling ar-

gent, fifteen mullets, five, four, three, two, one. Above the
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shield is displayed an eagle, right talon, an olive branch, nine

leaves, two berries
;

left talon, three arrows. Legend: “LIB-

ERTY AND SECURITY” Border, a plain double ring;

Edge, lettered: “an asylum for the oppress’d of all

NATIONS :: : :: ” Size, 21 ;
weight, 300 grains.

This piece, though uncommon, is not rare.

Second Obverse : A bust of Washington, in uniform, facing

right, hair in a queue. Legend: “’GEORGE WASIIING
TON • ”

Reverse 2 : A shield, paly of sixteen argent and gules, im-

paling argent, fifteen mullets, five, four, three, two, one.

Above the shield is displayed an eagle, right talon, an olive

branch, eight leaves, four berries; left talon, six arrows. Le-

gend: “ o LIBERTY AND SECURITY o ” Exergue:

“17 95 ” divided by the point of the shield. Border, a plaiil

circle, and outside of the same, milling. Edge, lettered : “an
ASYLUM FOR THE OPPRESS’D OF ALL NATIONS :: : == ” Size,

201; weight, 310 grains.

This piece is extremely rare, but two specimens being

known.

Third Obverse: A bust of Washington, in uniform, facing

right, hair in a queue. Legend: “GEORGE WASHING
TON ” Border, a plain circle, outside of the same, milling.

Reverse 3 : A shield argent, seven pales gules, impaling

azure, fi feen mullets, five, four, three, two, one. Above the

shic.d is displayed an eagle
;
right talon, an olive branch, eight

leaves, three berries
;

left talon, six arrows. Legend: “LIB-

ERTY AND SECURITY” Exergue: “17 95” divided

by the point of the shield. Border, milled; Edge, lettered

variously, generally: “payable at London Liverpool oR
BRISTOL.” Sometimes, but rarely: “Birmingham redruth
k Swansea” and in one instance, of which but one specimen

remains: “an asylum for the oppress’d of all na-

tions • X • ” Border, milled
;
size, IS

;
weight, 139 grain.<^.

This piece, though not at all common, is not extremely

rare.
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Reverse 3, is sometimes found muled with an “Irish Tlalf

jjcnny.” . ...
Some of the dies described were left unfinished, inasmuch

as the pales of the shield, represented as gules, lack the fine

perpendicular lines which, in heraldry, are indicative of red.

Washington Medal.

Obverse : A bust of Wa.shington, in uniform, fiicing left,

hair in a queue. Legend: “WASHINGTON PRESIDENT
170G” Border, A beaded circle, outside of which a glory.

Reverse : Identical with Rcvcr.se 4, of 1792, except the bor-

der, where a glory is introduced, as if c.xtended over from the

obverse and turned in. Size, nearly 24.-

Thc description of tliis piece is taken from Snowden’s

“Washington and National Medals.” It is excessively rare,

or unique—if not lost.

The North Wales Washington Piece.

Obverse: A bust of Washington, in uniform, facing left,

hair in a queue. Legend: “GEORGEl'V^S WASHINGTON ”

Reverse 1 : A harp, fronting left, upon which, a large

crown, surmounted by a star
;
on each side of the base of the

harp, a star of six points. Legend: “NORTH AVALES”
Border, plain

;
Edge, generally plain, though one specimen is

is lettered :
“ payable in Lancaster London or brlstol ”

Reverse 2 : Tlie same as Reverse 1, except that the stars

each side of the base of the harp, arc small, and a fleur dc lis

appears on the top of the crown, instead of the star.

Most of these j)icccs are of brass or compo.sition
;
the one

“Payable in Lancaster London or Bristol” is on a copper

planchct, weighing 143 grains. The only known imprc.ssion

of Reverse 2, is also in copper.

There are other AVashington pieces than tho.se iicrc de-

Kcrilxjd
;
to include all the medals and coins which might thus

Ix) classified, would be to form an extensive catalogue; the de-

scriptions preceding, arc those of the AVashington coinage of
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the last century, evidently either struck as pattern pieces or

issued as money.

The Fugios. Twenty-Seven Types. Twenty-Four
Varieties.

The Fugios were the first coinage made by authority of the

United States. There is but little on record concerning this

.series of coppers, and the documents in relation to them, aside

from the Journal of Congress, cannot be found. The Con-

gres.sioual Record states, that on “Saturday, April 21, 1787 -V.-

* The Committee, consisting of Mr. Johnson, Mr.

King, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Pettit, to whom was re-

ferred a report of the Board of Treasury on certain proposals

for coining copper have reported,

“That the board of treasury be authorized to contract for

three hundred tons of copper coin of the federal standard,

agreeably to the proposition of Mr. James Jarvis, provided

that the premium to be allowed to the United States on the

amount of copper coin contracted for be not lc.ss than fifteen

per cent. That it be coined at the expense of the contractor,

but under the inspection of an officer appointed and paid by

the United States; that the obligations to be given for the'

payment of the copper coin to be delivered under such con-

tract be redeemable within seven years after the date thereof

with an option of discharging the same at an earlier period

;

that they bear an intere.st not exceeding six per cent per an-

num, and that the principal and interest accruing thereon be

payable within the United States; that the whole of the

monies arising from the said contract shall be .sacredly appro-

priated and applied to the reduction of the domestic debt.

“A motion was made by Mr. Madison, seconded by Mr.

Few, to strike out the last clause, and on the question, shall

the last clause stand, viz that the whole of the monies &c, the

yeas k nays being required by Mr. Pettit, the question was

lost, and the clause was struck out.”

After the clause was stricken out, the original article was
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amended by inserting in the blank the word “twenty,” and

instead of the rejected clause the following was inserted

:

“That the whole of the aforesaid loan shall be sacredly ap-

propriated and applied to the reduction of the domestic debt

of the United States, and the premium thereon towards the

payment of the interest on the foreign debt.” Thus amended

the bill was passed. The Journal shows that on

“Tuesday May 8, 1787. On Motion of Mr. King ” it was:

Resolved, That the lx)ard of treasury be and hereby are

authorized to dispose of the public copper on hand, either by

sale or contract for the coinage of the same, as they shall

judge most for the interests of the United States.”

“Friday, July 6, 1787 # On the report of a

Committee, consisting of Mr. Pierce, Mr. Kean, and Mr. IIol-

ten, to whom was referred a letter of the 11th May from the

board of treasury

:

Resolved, That the board of treasury direct the contractor

for the copper coinage to stamp on one side of each piece the

following device, viz: thirteen circles linked together, a small

circle in the middle, with the words ‘United State.s,’ round

it; and in the center, the words ‘TVe are one;’ on the other

side of the same piece the following device, viz : a dial with

the hours expressed on the face of it; a meridian sun above,

on one side of which is to be the word ‘Fugio,’ and on the

other the year in figures ‘1787' below the dial, the words

‘Mind your Business.’ ”

On September 80, 1788, a Committee of inquiry, consisting

of Mr. Clark, Mr. Dane, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Bingham and

Mr. Williamson, appointed on finance, rejiorted

:

“There are two contracts made by the board of treasury

with James Jarvis, the one for coining three hundred tons of

copper of the federal standard, to be loaned to the United

States, together with an additional quantity of forty-five tons,

which he was to ]iay as a premium to the United States for

the privilege of coining; no part of the contract hath been

fulfilled. A particular statement of this business, so far re-
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lates to the three hundred tons, has lately been reported to

Congress. It docs not appear to your Committee that the

board were authorized to contract for the privilege of coining

forty-five tons as a premium, exclusive of the three hundred

mentioned in the act of Consrress.O •

“The other contract with said Jarvis is for the sale of a

quantity of copper, amounting, as per account, to 71,174

pounds; this the said Jarvis has received at the stipulated

price of eleven pence farthing, sterling, per pound, which he

contracted to pay in copper coin, of the federal standard, on br

before the last day of August 1788, now past
;
of which but a

small part has been received. The remainder it is presumed,

the board of treasury will take effectual measures to recover

as soon as possible.” and with this, strangely enough

ends the record of action upon this important business. Of

the amount of coin issued, and the time and manner of settle-

ment with Mr. Jarvis, there is no information to be had.

From the number of dies evidently used in creating the Fu-

gios, and the abundance of specimens still found, we may con-

clude the contracts were fulfilled according to the original

agreement.

When, as related in the account of the Copper Coinage of

Connecticut, under the general head of “Briti.sh Colonial

Coinages” herein, the General Assembly of the State of Con-

necticut, appointed in January 1789, a Committee of inquiry

in relation to the mint at Kew Haven, and the said Committee

reported, April 7lh, 1789, it was found that the owners of

that mint were: “James Jarvis 4-8 and 1-16 Parts James

Ilillhouse Esq. 1-8 Part Mark Leavenworth Esqr. 1-8 Part

Abel Bucl 1-8 Part and John Goodrich 1-16 Part”. The re-

port also states, that James Jarvis became a part owner of the

Connecticut Mint in April 1786, by purchase from Pierpoint

Edwards and Elias Shipman of “2-8 Parts,” and from Jona-

than Ingersol of “1-16 Part of Sd. Company’s Right,” and

that James Jarvis “Still Continued Sd. Business until Some
Time in the Summer following When Avant of Stock Obliged
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tliem to Desist.” Furthermore about June 1st 1787, James

Jarvis is reported to have bought of Samuel Bishop and John

Goodrich, “2-8 Parts of Sd. Comp’ys Right.” which it may
be observed gave Jarvis one half, and one sixteenth, of the

stock of the Company, and the control of the mint and its

business, which he retained until 1789, as appears in the be-

ginning of this paragraph.

The coinage of Connecticut Coppers was reported by the

owners of the mint to have ceased about June 1st 1787, the

date of the last purchase of shares of the Company’s stock by

James Jurvi.s, and the right to coin copper at the Connecticut

Mint, was suspended by Act of General Assembly of the state

June 20lli 1789 and not renewed thereafter.

It will be noted that at the time of his last purchase of

stock in the Connecticut Mint, Jarvis had already made his

proposals to Congrc.ss to coin cop|)cr on account of the United

States, and must have been preparing to carry out the same,

according to the contract ])rovidcd for by the Act of Congress

April 21, 1787, already quoted in this connection. The de-

vice being ordered July 6, 1787, it may be suppo.scd Jarvis

proceeded with his coinage of the Fugios at New Haven, yet

on September 30, 1788, the Committee of Congress reported

“no part of the contract hath been fulfilled.” Presumably,

the Fugios, though dated 1787, in conformity to the law

which authorized them, were mostly coined subsequent to that

vear. Though gcne.-ally reported to have been coined at New
Haven, altogether, the coinage for Jarvis was begun in the

city of New York, continued at New Haven, carried on at Ru-

pert, Vermont, probably also by Mach in <St Co., at Newburgh,

N. Y., and indeed, in almost any, and every jdaee in the

United States where facilities could be obtained. The dies

were made by Abel Bud, or “Bcwil,” as his name w.as spelt

in the reports of the Connecticut Mint, in which cstabli.^h-

ment he was, as may be noted in a jircccding jiaragraph, the

owner of a 1-8 interest. The device ordered by Congress was

faithfully reproduced by Bud in his work upon the dies, and
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is presented in the many specimens of the same still in exist-

ence, as follows

:

Fl'gio. First Obverse. Eeverse 1.

First Obverse: Thirteen rings, linked in uniform order, as

by rotation, making an endless chain in circular form. Le-

gend: “UNITED ® STATES ^ ” inscribed on a narrow

label around a small central field. Center : An inscription

“ WE ARE ONE ” in three lines.

Eeverse 1 : A sun dial, above which appears the sun, with

many rays, shining upon the dial. Legend: “ ® FUGIO. ©
® 1787 @ ” In the c.xergue, an inscription: “mind your
business” in two lines. Border, milled; Edge, plain; size,

1T| to 18; weight, 126 to 178 grains.

'I’liE Fuoio. Second Obverse. Eeverse 2.

Obverse: Similar to First Obverse, c.xccpt that a star of

eight points is u. ed in the punctuation of the legend.

Ecvcr.'O 2 : Same as Eeverse 1, c.xccpt in the details of the

fini.sh of the face of the sun dial, and the variation in the

punctuation of the legend and inscription, as shown in the

^ireccding illustration.

Tlic typc.s and varieties of the Fugios arc generally created
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"by minor points of difference. On the obverse the words

i:nited states, are frequently changed to states united.

In one die, of which but three impressions are known, the

word UNITED is inscribed in the upper ]>art of the circular

label, and the word states appears in the lower part of the

same; specimens from another die, show the words united

STATES divided by a star of eight points. The inscription \VE

AiiE ONE is dificrcntly placed and spaced on various pieces.

The reverses of the Fugios vary in the finish of the face of

the sun dial
;
also in dificrent punctuations of the legend and

inscri[)tion, and in the light or heavy engraving of the rays

of the sun. The coins were heavily struck; the illustration

of the First Reverse shows six figures in the field produced

by the rings showing through from the obverse
;
this is com-

mon, and on many pieces the impression of the reverse shows

upon the obverse. The description thus far is of the regular

issue of this coinage.

The Fugio Pattern Pieces.

With the regular authorized Fugio currency of the United

States, have been found a number of coins of like general

character, which, in the absence of positive information, are

regarded as pattern pieces.

First Obverse: Thirteen rings, interlinked, as by alterna-

tion of position, in a circle, a mullet enclosed in each ring.

Ixjgcnd: “UNITED STATES ” inscribed upon a label,

borne by a large, ojien star, of thirteen triangular points, at

the middle of the field. In the center, an inscription: “tVE

ARE ONE ”

Second Obverse : Thirteen rings, linked in uniform order,

as by rotation, making an endless chain in circular form, the

name of a state inscribed on each ring. Legend: “AMERI
CAN • CONGRESS'” ujxm a small circular label; within the

label, at the center, is an eye
;
from the outer edge of the label

radiates a glory of many rays, filling the space to the circle of
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Third Obverse: Identical with Second Obverse, except the

eye in the center. These obverses are all rare, but two speci-

mens from each, some in silver and others in copper.

Fourth Obverse: Similar to Third Obverse, except that the

rays of the glory extend into and nearly across the space in-

side the several rings.

Fifdi Obverse : Thirteen rings, interlinked alternately, a

mullet in each
;
in the field a large star, open at the center.

Sixth Obverse : Thirteen rings, linked in uniform order, as

by rotation, making an endless chain in circular form, the

name of a state inscribed on each ring. Legend: “AMERI-
CAN CONGRESS'” on a small circular label. In the center,

an inscription : “we aue oxe.” The space between the legend

and the circle of rings is filled by a glory.

Reverse 1 ;
A sun-dial

;
above, the sun shining down upon

the dial. The field is plain.

Reverse 2 : A sun-dial
;
above, the sun shining down upon

the diak Legend: “© FUGIO. ® 1787 © ” Exergue:
“ ^ MIXD YOUR BUSINESS ”

Reverse 3 A sun-dial
;
above, the sun shining down upon

the dial. Legend : “FUGIO . 1787 ” Exergue :“ mind

—YOUR—BUSINESS.”

The First, Second, Third and Fourth Obverses have been

used with Reverse 1.

The First Obverse and the Fifth Obverse have been used

with Reverse 2. The first in silver and brass, the other in

silver only, as far as known. Specimens excessive!}^ rare or

unique.

The Sixth Obverse has been used with Reverse 3, upon

copper specimens. Excessively rare.

The die of Reverse 3 was used with the First and Second

Obverses of the regular authorized issue of the Fugios.

The pattern pieces were of the same size as the regular

issue, 17^ to 18.

A number of dies of this coinage, were found at a store in

New Haven, Connecticut, once occupied by Browne k Platt,.
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Bometime the owners of the mint
;
from these dies, restrikes

have been made
;
on these the rings appear to be interlinked

in alternation of position, in a manner unlike that shown in

the illustrations liercin given.

“The Fugios” are so called by Mr. S. S. Crosby, of Boston,

in his work The Eaely Coixs of Amep.ic.v, an excellent au-

thority. They were generally known as the Franklin Certts,

otherwise as the Sun-dial Cents, the Iling Cents, and the Mind

Your Business Cents. It has been proposed by very respecta-

ble parties to denominate this coinage the Ilittcnhousc Cent.

The Scientist and Philosopher, David Rittenhouse, of Phila-

delphia, when only twenty-four years of age, adopted as his

mottoes the words “ Tempus Fwjil

"

(Time Flies), and the

terse maxim 'Min4 Your Business'

.

The famous results of

his life, demonstrate his adherence to the rule of action thus

chosen by him.

In 175G, David Bittenhouse made an eight-day clock for

Mr. Barton, his brother-in-law, over the dial-plate of which

he engraved Tempus FugiQ' and beneath the same ^^Mind

Your Business " From this time-piece, these curt, sensible

phrases found their way to the Continental Bills of Credit, the

tin CO ns of the “Continental Currency,” and tlic dies of the

Fugios, the first authorized coinage of the United States.

The various devices of the Continental Currency were much
admired for their appropriate significance; they were sup-

po.sed to be the designs of Judge Ilopkinson, an intimate friend

of Ilitt«nhouse.

The first coins struck for America, are supposed to liave

Ixieii tticSommcr Island Shilling and Si.xpence, the first-named

]uccc being known as the “Iloggc Penn^-.” An account of

these pieces, is given in this volume, under the head of

“Briash Colonial Coinages.” The Iloggc Penny was issued

about the year 1G12. From that time on, the subject of a

currency, and the regulation of the value of various foreign

coins, was a matter of frequent consideration in the British

American Colonies. Laws in relation to the various forms
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of money in use, were passed in Virginia as early as 1G40
;
by

Virginia and Maryland in lf)42
;
in Massachusetts the same

year, and afterwards in the different colonies. Virginia passed

a law for the establishment of a mint and the creation of a

coinage, November 20, 1045
;
^rassachusetts passed a law of

the same kind, May 27th, 1652. The Virginian law was with-

out issue, but the Massachusetts coinage was effected. Mary-

land passed a law “concerning the setting up of a mint,” May
1st, 1601, the coinage, however, being made for the colon}', by

Lord Baltimore, in England, thereafter. New Hampshire

voted the consideration of a copper coinage, March 13, 1776,

the matter being afterward agreed upon, but never concluded.

Vermont authorized a coinage June 15, 1785
;
Connecticut

October ^(J, 1785, and New Jersey did the same, Juno 1st,

1786.

The Congress of the Confederated States of America, not

only issued paper money in large amounts for carrying on the

war against England for independence, but is credited with

having put forth a coinage of tin in 1776, described as the

“Continental Currency.” Bolxnt Morris, the “Financier of

the Revolution,” made his report of a scheme for a National

Coinage to Congress on January 15, 1782, the same being

represented herein by the Nova Coxstellatio Patterns.

The scheme presented by Morris not being adopted, the sub-

ject of a Coined Currency continued to be discussed in Con-

gress, and on AYcdncsday, July 6, 1785, that legislative body

considered the repoi t cf a grand Committee on the subject of

a monetary unit, and resolved :

“ That the money unit of the United States of America, be

one dollar.

“ That the smallest coin be of copper, of which 200 shall

pass for one dollar.

“ That the several pieces shall increase in a decimal ratio.”

On August 8, 1786, the subject was further considered, and

the names and weights of the several coins of the United States

were specified, and the Board of Treasury ordered to report the
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draft of a law to be passed for the establishment of a mint. On
October 16, 1786, an “ Ordinance for the establishment of the

Mint of tluj United States of America, and for regulating the

value and alloy of coins,” was passed, as may be found in the

Journals of Congress. The adoption of the Constitution of the

United States in 1787, arrested all local issues, and vested the

sole right of coinage in the general government.



American And Other Gold,

The vast production of the precious metals in the Western

Hemisphere since the American voyages of Columbus in the

year 1492, is the most remarkable phenomenon of the im-

portant facts of modern history.

Of the precious metals, gold, the earliest known and most

beautiful of all metallic substances, has been, and remains, of

the greatest commercial consequence.

The Private Coinage of Gold in the United States, is one of

the most noteworthy of all known mintages, though less ar-^

tistic and varied than some series of classical origin, and lack-

ing the scientific accuracy and mechanical finish of the best

work of modern dates
;

it is, notwithstanding, an evidence of

the richness of American geologic formations, an incident in

the establishment of art and civilization in a new land, and

later, as appearing in California, a result of the uncqualed en-

terprise of a free and cosmopolitan people in the most extra-

ordinary natural and social conditions. It is proper then, that

in a work like the present, the history and description of this

coinage should be preceded by some brief notes upon the sub-

ject of gold in general, and a more particular account of the

gold regions of the United States.

Q (257)
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Of Gold, it may be said, that it is not only “the earliest

known and most beautiful of all metallic substances,” as has

already been stated, but it is also most widely disseminated,

and thoroughly diffused through various elements in' multi-

form states and combinations. Gold has been found in all

quarters of the globe; no considerable region seems to be

without this metal in greater or less abundance. The earliest

supplies of gold were, it may be supposed, found in masses

now called “nuggets,” which consist of metallic gold in a

natural state, mixed to a greater or less degree, with pebbles,

or fragments of rock, called “matrix,” and blended with other

metals, or with different minerals. Gold is found otherwise

in small grains, in deposits called “placers,” in varied forms

in “lodes” and “veins,” and as “gold dust” mingled with the

sand and earth in many places. Common clay, such as un-

derlies the whole of the extensive city of Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania, and which is used there for the general manufacture

of bricks for building, contains in many instances considera-

ble amounts of gold. The walls of the houses of Philadelphia

are supposed to contain many millions of dollars worth of su-

perfine gold embedded in the bricks of which the buildings

are constructed. It has been shown from chemical analysis

by Soustadt, that about a grain of gold is diffused in every

ton of sea water, and that the gold can be separated so as to

be recognized from a quantity of the water no more than

from one hundred and fifty to two hundred cubic centimetres.

Nevertheless, as universally as gold may in this manner be

traced, there are comparatively few localities where the labor

and expense of obtaining the same does not exceed the value

of the metal secured.

The symbol of gold, in chemistry, and among numisma-

tists, is Ati, from Aurum, the Latin term for this metal. In

chemistry, the equivalent number of gold is 98.5, though in

the practice of many chemists, the same is expressed by the

double of thi.s, the equivalent being written as 167. Gold is

the most ductile, the most malleable, and the only yellow
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metal. The density of gold varies with the degree of com-

pression to which it may be subjected
;
that of hammered gold

is from 19.258 to 19.4. Finely-divided gold, obtained by pre-

cipitation from its solution by sulphate of iron, has a specific

gravity of 20.72. Pure gold is about the softness of lead in

the same state, and the higher the degree of purity in the

gold, the greater the capacity of the metal for extension by

the processes of rolling, beating and wire-drawing. An ounce

of gold can be made to cover one hundred square feet of sur-

face
;
leaf gold of this thickness transmits, if pure, green rays

of light, but if somewhat alloyed with silver, pale violet rays

are transmitted also. One grain of gold may be made to cover

a surface of from 56 to 56,3-4 square inches. Ordinary gold

leaf is made one two hundred thousandth of an inch in thick-

ness; the French leaf is but one two hnndred and eighty

thousandth of an inch thick, and in some cases of but one two

hundred and ninety thousandth of an inch thick, while speci-

mens have been made, of which 367,500 were required to make
a pile one inch high, or about 1200 leaves of gold to make
the thickne.ss of a sheet of common printing paper. A grain

of gold can be drawn into a wire 500 feet in length. In gild-

ing silver, an ounce of gold may be extended to cover a wire

1300 miles in length, when the thickness of the gold is re-

duced so much, that three million, three hundred and eighty-

four thousand such films of metal would be required to make
a pile an inch high. The tenacity of gold, is less than that of

iron, copper, platinum, or silver. Tlie experiments of Seck-

ingen are said to have demonstrated that a gold wire 0.078 of

an inch in diameter, is capable of supporting a weight of

150.07 lbs. avoirdupois, without breaking. Upon more re-

cent authority, we are informed that a wire of gold 0.787, or

rather more than one thirty-sixth of an inch in diameter, will

support 150 pounds avoirdupois. After the conquest of Car-

thage, the ancient Romans used gold leaf upon various articles

of furniture, and ultimately, in an excess of extravagance,

gilded the ceilings of their apartments and halls. The gold
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leaf used for this purpose, was by the writers of that ago.

compared to a cobweb, and yet from their more definite state-

ments, we learn that it was about three times the thickness of

the common gold leaf u.sed at the present time.

The thin leaf of pure gold, as has been stated, transmit>^

light of a green color
;
heat changes the color of the same to a

ruby red, and finely-divided gold, under certain conditions,

imparts this to glass. The melting point of gold, has been

variously stated, at 1200 degrees Centigrade by Pouillet, at

1380 degrees Centigrade by Guyton de Morveau, and at 1425

degrees Centigrade by Daniells. From a comparison of the

results obtained by these different authoritie.s, Reim.sdijk con i

eludes the exact point at which gold fuses, is 1240 Centigrade.

Otherwise, the melting point of gold has been given at 2016

degrees Fahrenheit; at 2192 degrees, at 2518 degrees, and at

2590 degrees, of the same thermometrical scale. When melted,

gold becomes of a bright bluish green color
;

it expands more

than most metals in fusing, and in con.sequcnce contracts more

in cooling, and becoming solid again. Thus, although the

ductility, malleability, and considerable tenacity of gold, com-

bine with its finene.ss, beauty of color, and capacity for finish,

to fit it for the varied arts, and recommend it pre-eminently

for the use of every mint, its action when fused in the crucible

or cooling in the mold, prevents the metal from being founded

or cast in any practical manner, except into blanks, ingots, or

similar masses, of a rude form and rounded outline.

Gold is remarkable for the long time during which it may
be submitted to a high degree of heat, without lo.ss by vola-

tilization. Gasto Claveus placed an ounce of pure gold, in an

earthen vessel, in the furnace of a gla.ss-house, where the heat

was sufficient to melt gla.s.s, and there the same was kept at

that heat for two month.s, but upon careful examination, the

gold was found to have lost nothing by the prolonged fu.sion.

Other experimenters, however, de.scribe gold as somewhat

volatile under a higher and long-continued heat. When sub-

jected to the flame of the oxyhydrogen blow-pipe, gold wire
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is dispersed in vapor
;
the same result may be obtained by the

use of the heat of the rays of the sun concentrated by a pow-

erful convex lens, or by a strong current of electricity. As
the current from a powerful electric battery is made to pass

along a gold wire, vapors of the metal are produced which

may be collected upon a sheet of paper beneath the wire. The
paper, in such an experiment, will be stained a purplish brown

by the deposit of impalpable gold-dust
;

if a sheet of silver be

used in the place of the paper, in the same way, a like deposit

will be formed upon the silver which may thus be gilded.

The primitive natural form of gold is that of a cubical crys-

tal. "When gold is melted in a large quantity and made to

cool and resolidify slowly, cubical crystals sometimes appear,

and crystals of gold have been found in a state of nature in the

form of the regular octohedron.

Chemically, gold is not acted upon by the alkalies, nor by

any simple acid, except selenic acid
;
neither is it affected by

the oxygen of the air, though long exposed to the same when
in a state of fusion. It is not affected by sulphur, but is dis-

solv<;d by bromine and chlorine, or by any combination of

acids or different substances wherein free chlorine may be

found. Chlorine, as generated in chemical compounds, is a

powerful solvent of gold
;
to this is due the potency upon gold

of the combination of 4 parts of hydrochloric acid and one

part of nitric acid, which is called aqua re<jia. Gold can be

alloyed with most of the metals; the addition of silver or of

copper increases the hardness of gold and tits it to endure the

wear to whicn the metal is subjected in coins and in articles

of jewelry or of plate. At the same time the tenacity of the

metal is increased, and it is rendered more fusible. Articles

of jewelry and such wares of red gold, are soldered with a

composition consisting of one part of copper to tive of gold.

A solder for light-colored gold is made of four parts of gold

and one part of silver, or for a deeper shade, of one part cop-

per, one part silver and four parts of gold. Gold, when ob-

tained from chemical solution, is presented in a variety of
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forms; from a chlorine solution of gold may be obtained a

mass of peculiar nature, which by a process involving heating,

annealing, and other proper manipulation, becomes the “sponge

gold” used in dentistry. Gold can be welded cold, and sponge

gold, when properly prepared, is readily reduced to a perfectly

solid condition by a moderate amount of percussion or ham-

mering, Gold “plugs” have been found in the teeth of mum-
mies centuries on centuries since alive in Egypt, but we are

not aware the ancients had knowledge of such a form of gold

as is here described.

Binary Compounds of Gold.

The atomic weight of gold has been given by various au-

thorities at 196.0, 193.2, 196.3, 196.5, and 196.67, the same

quantity of heat being required to produce a given change of

temperature in 7 grains of lithium, 56 of iron, 207 of lead, 108

of silver, or from 196.0 to 196.7 grains of gold. The most

important compounds of gold are

—

First. Oxide or Protoxide of Gold. Oxygen and gold unite,

but only by indirect chemical action. The oxide or protoxide

of gold is prepared by adding a solution of potash to one of

protochloride of gold; a green powder is separated, which .is

the oxide or protoxide named. It is an exceedingly unstable

compound. It consists of oxygen 8, gold 200.

Second. Peroxide or Peroxide of Gold. This may be ob-

tained by decomposing a solution of perchloride of gold, by

digesting it with a small excess of magnesia, and treating the

])recipitate with diluted nitric acid. This oxide decomposes

v/hen exposed to daylight, and its oxygen is very readily ex-

pelled. It consists of oxygen 24, gold 200.

Third. Chlorine and Gold. These form two compounds.

Primarily.^ the Perchloride or Terchloride of Gold^ which is

most readily obtained. For this gold may be digested in an

aqueous solution of chlorine, or it may be treated with nas-

cent chlorine, derived from aqua reyia through the mutual

decornpo.sition of nitric and hydrochloric acids. Gold is pre-
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cipitated from this compound in a metallic state by the action

of light and various agents. It consists of chlorine 108, gold

200. Secondarily., the Protochhride of Gold, which may be

obtained by heating the perchloride to about 500 degrees

Fahrenheit in a porcelain vessel, and treating that which re-

mains with water. The result is a colorless saline mass, un-

alterable in the air, but instantly decomposed in boiling water.

It consists of chlorine 36, gold 200.

Fourth. Bromide of Gold. This may bo obtained by dis-

solving gold in a mixture of hydrobromic and nitric acids and

evaporating the solution, when a deep red saline mass is left,

which is sometimes deposited in crystals, and is so intense in

color that one part of the same will tinge five thousand parts

of water.

Fifth. Sulphuret of Gold. This may be obtained by pass-

ing hydrosulphuric acid gas into a solution of perchloride of

gold. The result is a black powder, which if heated, at once

decomposes into sulphur and gold. It consists of sulphur 48,

gold 200.

Sixth. Phosphuret of Gold. This may be obtained by heat-

ing gold leaf and phosphorus in a vacuum, or by passing

phosphuretted hydrogen gas into a solution of chloride of

gold. The first process results in a grey substance of metallic

lustre, the second process produces a brownish powder. When
heated in the air it decomposes. The composition has not'

been exactly determined.

Seventh. Iodide of Gold. This may be obtained by mixing

a solution of iodide of pota.ssium with the solution of chloride

of gold. The result is a yellowish brown precipitate, insolu-

ble in cold water, soluble by alkaline solutions, and decom-

posing when heated. It should be boiled in water to separate

a probable excess of iodine, when it is estimated to consist

of—iodine 126, gold 200.

Such are the principal binary compounds formed by the

union of gold with non-metallic elements. Neither azote or

hydrogen combine with gold in any form.
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The Principal Alloys of Gold.

Most metallic substances combine with gold under proper

conditions by suitable manipulation, some more readily and

perfectly than others. Of the compounds of gold with the

metals of the alkalies and earths, such as potassium, calcium,

etc., there is no information.

First. Arsenic and Gold. This alloy is made by heating

gold leaf and arsenic together
;
by a gentle heat the arsenic

vaporizes and combines wdth the gold. When one part of

arsenic is added to 900 parts of gold", the color of the metal

remains unchanged, but its malleability is destroyed. One
part of arsenic added to 240 parts of gold, renders the metal

grey and brittle. The alloy is readily decomposed by calcina-

tion.

Second. Tellurium and Gold. These occur in combination

in a state of nature, mixed also with a considerable portion

of lead
;

the varieties of this natural alloy, are known as

“graphic tellurium,” “yellow tellurium” and “black tellu-

rium.”

Third. Antimony and Gold. These make an alloy of a

pale yellow color, with a fine grain. Gold loses its ductility

when combined with but one part in 1920 by weight of anti-

mony. The alloy is made by fusing the metals together. By
long-continued calcination in an open crucible, the antimony

may be entirely expelled and the alloy decomposed.

Fourth. Manganise and Gold. These make an alloy of a

yellowish color, which breaks readily under the hammer,

showing a spongy, coar.se-graincd substance.

Fifth. Zinc and Gold. These make an alloy of a pale

greenish color, like brass. The addition of small quantities

of zinc dc.stroys the ductility of gold. The mixture of eleven

parts of gold and one part of zinc forms a brittle composition,

but large quantities of zinc may be added to gold and the duc-

tility of the metal still remain. An alloy of gold and copper,

with five-eighths of one per cent, of zinc, is perfectly ductile.

Sixth. Tin and Gold. These make an alloy of a very pale
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whitisli yellow color, whicli in bars of onc-cighth of an inch

thick may be easily bent, but when the bars are passed be-

tween rollers they break lengthwise into several pieces. The

fracture in such cases shows a fine grain, of a somewhat earth-

like appearance and pale yellowish-grey color. Gold alloyed

with one thirty-seventh part of tin, has been found sufficiently

ductile to be rolled and ftamped into coin if the metal be an-

nealed at a low temperature. In general, the alloys of tin and

gold are hard and brittle, the combination of the metals caus-

ing a contraction of their substance.

Sixth. Iron and Gold. These make an alloy of a pale yel-

lowish grey color
;

it is very ductile and may be rolled in bars

from the thickness of three-quarters of an inch to that of the

gold half eagle. An alloy of eleven pai'ts of gold and one part

of iron can be readily rolled without annealing. The density

of this last-named alloy is less than could be calculated from

that of the component metals.

Seventh. Nickel and Gold. These make an alloy of a rich

light-yellow color
;
eleven parts of gold and one part of nickel

forms an alloy resembling fine brass
;
with a greater propor-

tion of nickel the alloy becomes brittle, and when tested by

the hammer, breaks at once with a coarse-grained earthy

fracture.

Eighth. Cohalt and Gold. These make an alloy of a pale

dull yellow color, mi.xed with grey in the proportion of eleven

parts of gold to one of cobalt
;
the alloy is brittle and breaks

with a fine-grained earthy fracture.

Ninth. Copper and Gold. These make an alloy of a hand-

some reddish yellow, the effect upon the color of the gold be-

ing very small in comparison with other alloys. The alloying

of gold with copper, diminishes the density, but increases the

hardness of the metal. English plate and jewelry of gold, are

manufactured of a fineness which varies from 375, 500, G25,

or 750, to 916.6; the alloy for this purpose is of copper and

silver, in different proportions. In France, the standards for

articles of jewelry manufactured from gold, are 750, 8-10, or
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920. The Japanese make an alloy of 70 of copper to 30 of

gold, which they call Shi-ya-ku-Do, which being made into or-

naments and exposed to the air, becomes coated with an oxide

of an exceedingly fine and beautiful black color. An alloy of

from one part of copper and twenty-five of gold, to one part

of copper and fifty of gold, is used for making wire, though

gold may be spun when pure. The composition of various

solders for gold, has been stated in a preceding paragraph.

Manufactured articles of gold ware which contain a considera-

ble percentage of copper, are liable to tarnish by oxidation,

but the color may be restored by treating the surface with

ammonia. Copper is the most important alloy used with gold

to fit it to endure the wear to which it is subjected when made

into coin. The composition of the gold coin of Great Britian,

is one of copper to eleven of gold
;
the specific gravity of this

alloy is 17.157, its fineness 916.6. Twenty pounds Troy of

standard British gold are coined into 93-4 sovereigns and one

half sovereign. The United States of America, and the na-

tions of “The Latin Convention” have established a standard

fineness of 900 for their gold coin, the alloy being of copper

with a small part of silver.

Tenth. Bismuth and Gold. These form a very brittle alloy

of a pale yellow color. If one part of bismuth be added to

1920 parts of gold, the metal is made brittle. Eight parts of

bismuth and ninety-two jjarts of gold, form a pale yellow and

brittle alloy.

Eleventh. Silver and Gold. These combine well, and form

a very ductile alloy of a very pale yellow color. Five parts

of silver in one hundred parts of gold, is sufficient to cfiect a

decided change of color in the metal. Silver combines with

gold in a state of n.aturo, forming eZecirwm. The ancient Greeks

were fiimiliar with this natural product; it contained from 20

to 40 parts of silver to 80 or 60 parts of gold. The rough

nuggets of clectrum were often stamped by the Greeks to cre-

ate the original Lydian coins. The elcctrum analyzed by

Klaproth consisted of 64 parts of gold and 36 ]>arts of silver,
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almost the exact proportions of one chemical equivalent of

each metal. Later, Boussingault found the electrum from dif-

ferent South American placers to consist of very different pro-

portions of the metals, yet all were definite chemical com-

pounds.

Twelfth. Lead and Gold. These form a very brittle pale

alloy. One part of lead in 1219 parts of gold, is sufficient to

make the metal brittle
;
the fumes of lead alone will destroy

the ductility of gold which may be exposed to them.

Thirteenth. Mercury and Gold. These combine with ex-

ceeding facility and form a soft white alloy called an amalyam,

which is extemsively used in certain kinds of gilding. On ac-

count of its affinity for gold, mercury or quicksilver is much
used to separate gold from various substances found with the

metal in mining or during some process of manufacture. This

procedure is termed amalgamation.

Fourteenth. Platinum and Gold. These combine in every

proportion, making a pale fusible alloy. Two parts of platina

in 98 parts of gold is sufficient to sensibly affect the color of

the metal. The alloy of equal parts of platina and gold, makes

a ductile alloy almost the color of pure gold.

Fifteenth. Palladium and Gold. These combine in every

proportion. Equal j)arts of palladium and gold, make a grey

alloy more brittle than either of its constituent metals. One

part of palladium and four parts of gold makes a white, hard,

and yet ductile alloy.

Sixteenth. Rhodium and Gold. The.se, when combined in

the proportions of from 20 parts of rhodium to 80 of gold, or

25 of rhodium to 75 of gold, make a very ductile infusible al-

loy the color of gold.

Seventeenth. Iridium and Gold. When small quantities of

iridium are added to a mass of gold, the ductility of the gold

remains, notwithstanding the extreme hardness of iridium.

When the alloy is fused, the iridium falls to the bottom of the

vessel in which the melting is done; the inference is that it

has simply been mixed with and disseminated through the
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gold in particles, not forming a true alloy, and to this the pre-

servation of ductility in the gold is supposed to be due.

The Salts of Gold.

The salts of gold based upon the oxide, are obtained with

great dilRculty
;
when the peroxide of gold is dissolved in

nitric, acetic, or sulphuric acid, the result requires concentra-

tion, the acids are not saturated by the oxide, and the solu-

tions may all be decomposed by water. Where the peroxide

acts as an acid, but one of the salts of gold thus formed, pos-

.sesses any remarkable properties; this peroxide is soluble in

alkalies, [)otash and soda, but neither definite or crystalline

compounds have been formed. When ammonia is added to a

solution of perchloride of gold, the water is decomposed and

a substance precipitated of a yellowish brown color, consisting

of the peroxide of gold in combination with a portion of the

ammonia. The product is called the ammoniurct of gold, or

the aurate of ammonia; it is collected in a filter, and after be-

ing washed with a small quantity of water, dried at a tem-

perature of 212 degrees Fahrenheit. Upon the apjdication of

heat, the amrnoniuret of gold explodes violently, the gold be-

ing reduced to the metallic state; water forms by union of the

oxygen in the oxide of gold, and the hydrogen of the ammo-
nia, azotic gas being simultaneously evolved. The ammoniu-

ret is supposed to consist of two equivalents of ammonia and

one of peroxide of gold. Some of the most permanent salts

of gold are the double chlorides. The sodio chloride is con-

sidered the most stable of all the salts of gold.

The Axciext History of Gold.

The nature of gold, which is ca.sily wrought into any form,

of a beautiful yellow color, and Ciipable of a high and jxjrma-

nent luster, has given that metal a remarkable value from the

earliest dates of history. When gold was first discovered,

used and jireserved, is unknown, but prehistoric relics prove

the exceeding antiquity of various manufactures of this,
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probably the first known of all the metals. There is but lit-

tle information in classical literature regarding the sources of

gold, or the methods by which it was procured.

In the first recorded ages, the Phoenicians and Egyptians

were well supplied with gold and various other metals. The

oldest known mines were tnose of the Egyptians, who ob-

tained gold, silver and copper in large quantities, from mines

opened by them upon both the Ethiopian and Arabian bor-

ders of their territories. In the Sinaitic desert, may still be

found traces of the ruins of mines, supposed to have been

operated by the ancient Egyptians. Articles of jewelry, and

vessels of gold, found in the tombs of Egypt, and drawings

still to be seen upon the walls of these depositories of the bo-

dies of the dead, prove the early people of that country, had

developed a great degree of perfection in the art of working

gold, even making use of the blow-pipe in an approved modern

form, sometime before the reign of that Pharoah, described in

the Bible as the friend and patron of the Hebrew Joseph.

The Hebrew scriptures make frequent mention of gold, both

for money and ornament
;

it was recorded as part of the riches

of Abraham, some 2000 B. C. The Hebrew poets described

the process of refining gold by cupcllation, as a common illus-

tration in their writings.

The Phcenicians, who occupied the coast of Syria from the

first dawn of hi.story, obtained gold and iron, as well as other

metals, from Sardinia, and other islands of the Mediterranean

sea; tliey had also mines in Spain, and imported the ores of

tin from Britain. The Etrusci, a cultivated people, residents

of Italy, long before Rome was founded, perhaps 1000 or 1300

B. C., were experts in working gold; in Etruria, examples of

their art in this particular have been exhumed, of light and

beautiful workmanship, enriched with minute grains of gold

upon the surface. This style of art remained unrivalled until

Castellani rediscovered and revived the methods of the Etrus-

cian goldsmiths.

The Greeks of Athens worked rich gold mines in Thrace
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and Tliasos, Gold was produced in Thessaly, and Mt. Tmo-
liis, the source of the river Pactolus, now called the Sarabat,

and Mt. Sipylus, near Sardis, or Sardes, past which city the

Pactolus ran, were seamed with rich veins of gold. Tlie Pac-

tolus, rising on the north side of Mt. Tinolus, ran in a norther-

ly direction through Lydia, and emptied into the liermus.

Though a small river, it bore from the region of its springs,

an immense amount of gold, which was taken from its sands

by the process of washing. Croesus son of Alyattes, sole king

of Lydia, about 568 B. C., inherited great riches from his father,

to which, from the gold dust of the Pactolus, and from gold

mines he owned in Asia Minor, he continued to make vast ad-

ditions, until his boundless wealth became and still remains

proverbial. To a woman who saved him from assassination

by poison, Croesus is said to have raised a statue of gold fifty

feet in height.

In the mythological poetry of Greece, it was related that

one of the first kings of Phrygia, called Midas, obtained from

the god Bacchus, a gift, by virtue of which, whatever the king

touched turned to gold. When it was found that even the

food of Midas, became metal in his hands, it was seen he was

in danger of starvation. In this unfortunate dilemma, the

king again applied to Bacchus and asked a modification of his

power, so as to save his life. Bacchus kindly told the sup-

pliant, to go and bathe in the waters of the Pactolus for relief.

This Midas at once did, and by the blessing of the god, found

that he could thereafter, handle the necessaries of life without

making gold of them, as he could still do of other things. But

an unexpected result followed the presence of Midas in the

river; he imparted his power to the water, thus dividing his

energy, when wonderful to tell, the sands of the Pactolus were

turned to gold, and though afterwards mixed with other de-

posits, were perpetually and eagerly sought for by those who
would be rich !

The gold mines which belonged to Croesus, were worked in

the time of Xenophon, as described, about 400 B. C., but in the
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days of Strabo, about the beginning of the Christian era, that

distinguished author wrote they were exhausted. At the

same date, the “golden sands” of the Pactolus had become too

scarce to repay collection.

Ancient writers describe rich mines of gold in Arabia Fe-

lix, no traces of which remain. The tribes of northern Italy

obtained gold by washing the sands of the streams and certain

deposits. Britain formerly produced gold. The early Ro-

mans neglected mining, yet Rome under the Cicsars, became

by conquest mistress of the metallic production of the world.

According to Pliny, the metallurgists of his time, used mer-

cury to separate the precious metals, and also in the process

of gilding. Vitruvius describes in detail, the method of amal-

gamation, by which in the days of Cjesar and Augustus, gold

was recovered from cloth into which threads of that metal

had been wrought or woven.

Under the Roman republic, the mines were leased to per-

sons who employed numerous slaves, and Avorked the mineral

deposits with rapid and reckless wastefulness. From the first

Punic war to the Roman empire, there Avas in consequence an

immense production of metals, of gold among the rest, and

many mines became exhausted. Under the Roman empire,

the mines Avere placed in charge of regular officers of the gov-

ernment and managed Avith greater economy. A striking pic-

ture of ancient mining for gold, or other metals, is given in

the Bible, Job xxviii 1-11, and by Pliny in his Natural His-

tory xxxiii, 4.

After the third century of the Christian era, the production

of gold in the Avestern Roman empire rapidly declined, and at

the end of the fifth century ceased entirely. The Byzantines

gradually gave up their mines to the Arabs, retaining those

of Asia Minor, Thrace and Greece longest of all—finally, bar-

barism overran Europe, and during the dark ages of a thou-

sand years, literature, art and civilization Avere in eclipse.

Meantime, the Arabs, Avho from the earliest times, divided with

their neighbors the Phoenicians the most of the commerce of
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the world, beginning their progress anew from the era of Ma-

hommed about A. D. 570, cultivated learning, graramer and

poetry with the arts
;
made the conquest of the Moors in A.D.

700; with them invaded Spain A.D. 711; establi.shed them-

selves in Granada, and not only di ew from Yemen, Africa,

and Spain itself, gold to support their magnificence and embel-

lish the Alhambra, but by intellectual vigor and indu.stry en-

larged the sciences and inscribed forever upon the text books

of the world, the technical terms and characters of their re-

markable language.

Gold ix Modern Times.

With the revival of learning in Europe, the enterprise of

civilization and commerce was renewed, the spirit of discovery

was aroused, speculative thinking became active, imagination

was quickened, hope inspired, great undertakings were begun,

and presently a new world was discovered. The voyages of

Columbus and those who followed him to the Western Ilem-

isphere, were attempted with a threefold object. First, as

originally by Columbus and the scholars who were his only

early and reliable friends, the glory and the {)crfection of learn-

ing, an increa.se of geographical knowledge
;
secondly, as with

the pious Columbus, and the liberal among the ecclesiastics,

and part of the Spanish court, for the spread of the Christian

power and religion
;
thirdly, last and greatest with most, and

potent in influence with all, for the discovery and collection

of gold, and silver, then considered the only actual and inte-

gral forms of wealth.

Returning from his first American voyage, that to the West
India i.slands in 1402, Columbus took back with him to the

Spanish court then at Barcelona in Spaiq, “rich and strange”

spoil from the lands he had discovered; he was privileged to

present to the monarchs of his nation, Ferdinand and Isabella,

“the gold, the cotton, the parrots, the curious arm.s, the mys-

terious plants, the unknown birds and Ixjasts, and the nine In-

dians he had brought with him for baptism,” into the Chris-
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tian faith. During his second voyage in 1494, Columbus ef-

fected a settlement upon Hispaniola, now San Domingo, and

founded the mining camp of San Tomaso, in the gold fields of

that island. Although the Spanish voyagers and colonists had

been instructed from the throne of Spain to treat “well and

lovingly” the Indians, who, the monarchs assumed, were by

virtue of a grant from the Pope, their vassals, yet during the

ab.sence of Columbus from Ilispaniola, his officers so abused

the natives as to make enemies of them. Under the circum-

stances, it became necessary to subjugate the Indians or aban-

don the colony. The Spaniards quickly availed themselves

of this excuse for war. In the fighting which followed, the

Spaniards were successfully led by Bartholomew, the brother

of Columbus. The cacique Caonabo was captured by strata-

gem, five ship-loads of Indians were sent to Spain to be sold

as slaves, and a tribute impo.scd upon tho.se who remained.

Thus the West Indian slave trade began, and thus began that

system of robbing the Indians by taxes, called rejpartimentos,

or ecomiendas, which, while bringing in one way and another,

large amounts of gold and silver to the conquerors, was con-

tinually made the instrument of cruel extortion and oppression

to the enslaved aborigines of all Spanish America.

After various voyages, Columbus in 1499 was in San Do-

mingo, in charge of his colony, which he had reduced to order

;

gold mining was actively carried on there at this time, under

his immediate direction, and so great was the product from

the same, and so encouraging the prospect in this pursuit, that

Columbus calculated, by the year 1502, the net revenue of

the crown of Spain from the San Domingo gold mines, would

be no less than 60,000,000 reals, or $7,500,000. But the sym-

pathies of Isabella the queen, had been aroused at the sight

of the ruined captive Indian girls among the slaves taken

to Spain by some of the adventurers, the enemies of Columbus

clamored against him, and Bobadilla was sent to supersede

him in office. On the arrival of this arrogant grandee, every-

thing was thrown into confusion, industry was checked, the de-

ft
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velopment of the gold mines ceased for the time, and Colum-

bus and his two brothers being stripped of power with every

insolence, were put in irons and straightway shipped to Spain.

Restored once more to his power and dignity, Columbus in

1502 discovered the mainland of the American continent, at

Honduras. Being driven by a heavy storm into the mouth
of a river, he gave the name of Bethlehem to the gulf-like

harbor he found, and effecting a landing there, soon learned

that gold was very plentiful, and undertook to open mines and

establish a colony upon the spot. In this, from various

causes, he fiiiled, and the great discoverer,
3’et unfortunate

colonizer, soon after retired from action in America. But

he liad already done more than enough to prove the actual

riches of the lands he had made known to Europe, and to fire

the avaricious imagination of all Spain, and the rest of the

civilized world, with the mo.st wild, and extravagant, and fatal

dreams of endless riches to be realized in the western El

Dorado.

The Spaniards who came to America immediately after Co-

lumbus, had no intention of becoming permanent re.sident.s,

and cared but little for colonizing the strange lands they

visited. It was the policy of the government of Spain to

Christianize and utilize the newly-claimed possessions of the

crown, but the desperate adventurers to w'hom for the most

part the execution of this purpose Avas entrusted, w’cre princi-

pally controlled by private greed and ambition. Gold, or sil-

ver, was their only object. Instead of engaging in any un-

dertakings of ordinary industry, all of which w'ere beyond

their comprehension and for which they had the utmost di.s-

like, they merely sought to suddenly enrich themselves by

robbing the feeble and defen.selcss aborigines of the gold and

silver they had accumulated for centuries by simple means,

and which, though really considerable in amount, fell im-

mensely short of the monstrous estimates which hatl been

made by all the enthusiasts of Europe. When Spanish ad-

venturers reached a new country, any unknown coast, their
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first demand was for gold. If this was found abundant, no

degree of hostility on the part of the natives, no deadliness of

the climate, could drive them from the locality until they

learned, or at least heard, of more excessive riches in a farther

region. If no gold was found, nothing could detain them.

Auri rahida sitis a culliira Hispancs diveriit, wrote Petrus

Mart^Tus, at the time, in the Novus Orhm of Grynaeus, p. 511.

To this spirit, and to the absurdly tyrannical rules and regu-

lations of the mother country, is to be attributed the slow and

unsatisfactory progress of the colonies of Spain, and, notwith-

standing their subsequent achievement of independence, many
of the evils which, despite considerable progress, still afflict

those countries.

Iklexico w as discovered by Grijalva, a lieutenant of Diego

Velasquez, governor of Cuba, in 1511, but no settlement was

attempted. Chagrined at the lack of enterprise shown by

Grijalva, Velasquez sent young Ilernan, or Hernando, Cortes,

whom he had made alcade of St. lago in Cuba, to conquer

Mexico. Cortes and his small force landed at Vera Cruz,

where he received such rich presents from the natives, who
regarded him and his men as gods, and was told of such opu-

lence in the countr y before him, that he and all his force be-

came quite beside themselves Avith avarice and ambition.

They burned their ships behind them to make retreat impossi-

ble and advanced upon the capital of the Montezurnas. After

a series of most remarkable adventures, the city of Mexico

was taken, Montezuma captured and loadal with chains, his

ministers and officers burned alive, and the unfortunate auto-

crat of the Aztecs compelled to purchase a mere resemblance

of freedom by a ransom of 600,000 marks of pure gold and a

prodigious quantity of precious stones.

During the year 1524, Francisco Pizarro, a low bred, des-

perate, illiterate Spanish adventurer, while on a voyage south-

ward from Panama, obtained a small amount of gold from the

natives of Kew Granada, and at the .same time heard from

those Indians of the rich empire of Peru. On a second voy-
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age, Pizarro plundered a small town on the San Juan, where

he obtained a considerable amount of gold, with which he un-

dertook to prepare for the exploration of Peru. In the early

summer of 1528, Pizarro landed at Seville in Spain
;
with him

he brought several natives of Peru, a few llamas, and many
articles of Peruvian manufacture in gold and silver. Upon
landing, Pizarro was arrested for debt and imprisoned, but

upon application by his friends at court, his relea.se was pro-

vided for, and he granted a hearing. The result of his repre-

sentations and exhibits was, that Pizarro was granted a royal

commission as governor and captain-general of Peru, with an

annual salary of 725,000 maraveuis.

Tlie conquest of Peru by Pizarro and his associates, was

characterized by the greatest rapacity, the most infamous

perfidy, and monstrous, horrible cruelty. When Atahualipa

or Ataba’lipa, the Peruvian Inca, had been captured by a dis-

honorable trick, he oflered his kidnappers and jailers, as a ran-

som, to fill the apartment in which he was confined, described

as 22 feet long and 17 feet wide, with gold, as high as he could

reach, the Spaniard accepted the proposal, but after the tem-

ples and palaces of the vast empire had been stripped of their

ornaments, and contributions of gold paid to the amount, when
melted down, of more than $17,500,000 value, Pizarro, upon

a new or baseless pretense, caused the royal captive to be put

to death the twenty-ninth of August, 1533.

By such ravages and extortions as those practised under

Columbus and his successors in office, by Cortc.s, by Pizarro,

and others to whom reference might be made, the gold and

silver Avhich the aboriginal Americans had gathered for gen-

erations and centuries, was in a few years acquired altogether

by those marauders from Europe who invaded peaceful coun-

tries with the name of Christ upon their lips, and the banner

of a civilized nation above their heads, with a pretende<l zeal

for religious truth, and yet left upon the minds of the com-

paratively innocent pagans and savages they intruded upon, a

reasonable doubt, whether Christians were men or devils,
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since a greed for gold, an aptitude for lies, and a thirst for

blood, seemed equal elements in their most cruel natures. For

interesting particulars as to the Peruvians and their country

under the government of the Incas, the reader is referred back

to the article “The Primitive Forms of Money,” pages 38 to

42 inclusive, of this volume.

The American Indians of the Spanish colonies having been

subjugated, and robbed of their treasures, the adventurous Eu-

ropeans who swarmed into the gold and silver-bearing regions,

of the new world, diverted their skill and energy to the often

unproductive and frequently ruinous business of mining. A
few large fortunes made in the search for the precious metals,

excited the avaricious hopes of numbers, while the misfortunes

and disastrous failures, seemed to pass unnoted. In this way
the excessive and wild enthusiasm of adventure was kept alive,

and the prodigious over-statements as to the enormous riches

of American mines, made credible to the reckless gamblers

who sought and expected unheard of profits from them.

The minos were of course without machinery, but the In-

dians who had been enslaved, were compelled to labor in the

excavation of ores, or the washing of sands, and by thousands

degraded to mere beasts of burden, and worked to a cruel

death, bearing often from great depths, and for long distances,

,

by terrible passage ways and most difficult paths, the ores

upon their backs to places where they were operated upon by^'

still other slaves for the separation of the metal. The really

vast product of the Spanish American colonies in gold and

silver, was thus obtained at an incredible cost of human labor

and life. Ever since the establishment of these colonies, they

and the territories formed from them, have been largely pro-

ductive of the precious metals. Ilumboldt estimated the aver-

age yield of gold and silver in Peru at $5,300,000 a year. Of
late years very rich gold quartz, has been mined at Carabaya,

on Lake Titicaca, in Peru, and valuable deposits opened at

Caratal, in Venezuela, and at St. Elic, in French Guinea, the

region of the “El Dorado” sought by Sir Walter Kaleigh of
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England, when in 1595 and again in 1617, he explored fot

gold the country along the Orinoco river, “the large, rich, and

beautiful empire of Guiana.” The empire of Brazil has also

been productive of gold, and gold ha.s been found thence north-

ward in considerable amounts, in the United States of Colum-

bia and all along the isthmus of Darien, not only in natural

position, but also in ancient places of concealment, among
ruins, and formed into idols which were buried in graves.

The search for gold Avas carried on all along the American

coast, as far north as Hudson’s Bay and Frobisher’s Straits,

where some kind of pyrites or ore having been discovered, an

effort was made in 1578, to establish an English mining and ag-

ricultural colony in that frozen country. A dozen ship loads

of the supj)Osed gold ore Avas taken to London, but history is

silent as to the result. The existence of gold in California,

Avas discovered by the expedition under Sir Francis Drake,

which sailed from England in 1677, and betAveen that date and

1580, explored the Pacific coast of the Avestern continents,

plundered various Spanish settlements, took j>ossession of Cal-

ifornia in the name of queen Elizabeth of England and circum-

navigated the globe. In the account of California given by

Hakluyt, the historian of this expedition, the gold of that re-

gion Avas particularly noted. The gold placers of California,

Avcrc mentioned in the account of upper California by Loyola

Cavello, Avhich Avas published in Spain in the year 1690. In

1721, Capt. Shelvocke Avrote favorably of California, .os a

probably rich gold field, and deposit of metals. The “Ilis-

torico-Geographical Dictionary” of Antonio Alcedo, Avhich re-

fers to dates as early as 17S6-’9, declares positively that Cali-

fornia contained an abundance of gold, of which lumps could

be found Aveighing from five to eight pounds each.

Gold is said to have been discoA'cred in Cabarrus county in

North Carolina in 1799, and subsequently small arnount.s of

placer gold, were found from time to time at A'arious places

among the hills on the eastern side of the Appalachian moun-

tains, all the Avay from the Coosa river in Alabama, to the
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stores of the Potomac. Nothing is known of the amount of

gold thus incidentally gathered, and as there was no regular

market for the sale of the metal, the gold fields of the southern

United States received but little attention until the second

quarter of the present century. In 1824, native gold from

the region already noted, began to appear among the deposits

at the United States Mint in Philadelphia, and the amount

presented incrca.sed so rapidly, that in five or six years it wa.s

the principal supply of bullion for the gold coinage of the na-

tion. During the year 1825, a Mr. Barringer di.scovered a

gold vein in Montgomery county. North Carolina, and after-

wards other veins of like nature were found and worked in

various places in the same state, some of which were highly

productive. The veins of gold discovered in Virginia were,

however, more profitable than the average of those in North

Carolina, the coarse gold being more readily obtained from

the quartz through which it was conspicuously disseminated.

Subsequently, traces of gold were found in the states of Mary-

land, Pcnn.sylvania and Vermont, but nowhere in the eastern

United States north of the Potomac river, except a small area

in Vermont, have the indications of gold been sufficiently en-

couraging to induce a practical mining exploration. North

of the St. Lawrence river, gold has been discovered and op-

erated for on the banks of the Chaudiere river, near the city

of Quebec, in Canada, and not far from Halifax, Nova Scotia,

there are veins of gold-bearing quartz which, though not ex-

tensive are rich, and have been worked with good average re-

sults for years.

In 1830, the first deposits of Georgia gold were made, their

amount being $212,000.

To revert briefly to the era preceding the discoveries by

Columbus, it may be stated that during the period from the

seventh to the fifteenth century, the metallurgists of Europe,

instead of making discoveries of new veins and deposits of

gold, to take the place of the ancient and exhau.sted sources

of supply, were, in accordance with the spirit of the dark and
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superstitious age in which they lived, engaged in the bewil-

dering attempt to solve the secrets of alchemy, and by discov-

ering the philosopher’s stone, enable themselves to transmute

baser metals to gold. Although modern chemistry may be

said to have had its origin in the studies of these men, and

philosophy owes them thanks for important suggestions, yet

they failed in the object of their countless and costly experi-

ments, leaving to Oriental nations, and to the Moors or the

Arabians, the practical progress of the world, and the general

working of its gold fields and silver mines. In consc([ucncc,

it was estimated that at the time of the voyages of Columbus

in 1492, the whole supply of gold and silver in the Old World,

exclusive of that held in the more or less unknown countries

of the Orient, had fallen to an amount to be valued at no more

than £34,000,000, while the supply obtained from year to

year was merely sufficient to make good the loss caused by

the abrasion of coin and other forms of destruction.

After Columbus, the enormous amounts of gold and silver

taken from America to ICurope, soon made good the lack of

supply from old sources, and, as in the classic days of Rome
gold had been reduced at one time one-third in value by over-

production, so at this time, the product of America exported

to.Europe, much reduced the value of the j>recious metals there

in comparison with other things, and caused the abandonment

of a number of gold fields and silver mines which had previous-

ly been worked with profit. From 1492 to 1500, the amount

of gold yearly shipj)ed from America to Europe, was stated by

Humboldt to have been of the value of £52,000. Silver was

not receivetl from America until 1519. The supply of gold

from America continued about the same until 1521, when upon

the conquest of Mexico, as has been noted, the j)rceious metals,

especially silver, were secured in immensely larger quantities.

Modern Sources of Gold in the Old World.

Having thus referred to the events which led to the dis-

covery and development of the American gold fields, after the
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disappearance of the dark ages, and traced in raoid outline the

history of the j>roduetion of gold in America, to as la'.c a date

as 1S30, it is essential to a comprehensive understanding, that

a statement should be made of the modern sources of gold in

Asia, Europe, Africa and Australia, before giving an account

of the two great gold fields of the United States, and the pro-

duction of bullion from them for the last half century.

Of the production of gold in Asia, outside of the Eussian

provinces, comparatively little can be precisely stated. 1 <oubt-

less, ‘there are Asiatic gold fields of importance which are

worked extensively, but it is only from the islands in the In-

dian archipelago that any considerable amount is lorwarded

for general circulation. In China, gold is said to exist in four-

teen of the nineteen provinces; the Chinc.se placers, nuggets,

and gold washings, form e.xtensive sources of gold which have

long been known, but the government of China is said to dis-

courage the production of native gold, in carrying out .«ome

peculiar financial theory entertained by the rulers of the coun-

try. The gold-bearing formations of southern and central

China, arc supposed to c.xtcnd into Chinese Tartary to the

north, and so onward, and connect with tho.'-c of eastern

Siberia.

The empire of Japan formerly exported large amounts of

gold, which was one of the chief articles of the trade carried

on by the Dutch and Portuguese, who for a long time monopo-

lised the foreign commerce of the country. It is stated by

Hildreth, that the value of the precious metals exported from

Japan, for two hundred years after loIO, must have been

worth some §200,000,000. The gold of the island of Yesso,

or Yezo, occurs in fine scales, among the gravel along the

streams, and in deposits on the high terraces of th.c hillsides.

Extensive mines of gold and silver arc worked upon a large

vein of gold and silver- bearing ore on the island of S.tdo. The
gold regions of Yesso, or Yezo, were surveyed for the Tycoon

of Japan by Blake and Pumpclly in 18G2
;
the estimated yield

of the island is but $25,000 in value per annum, 'ihe mines
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of Sado employ 3,000 native miners, •with modern machinery,

under English superintendents
;
the yield of these mines was

formerly kept a state secret. Gold is much used in the arts

of Japan, for making fine bronzes, for gilding, and for inlaid

or overlaid work in metals. According to a Japanese author,

the amount of gold e.xported from Nagasaki, a principal port

of Japan, from the year IGll to 1700, was valued at $68,000,-

000, silver being exported during the same time to the value

of $157,000,000. Like other Asiatic peoples, the Japanese

formerly idaced a higher proportionate value upon silv'er in

relation to gold, than the nations of Europe and America, and

when, after the United States expedition to Japan in 1854,

that country was opened to foreign trade, speculators in bul-

lion were for a time enabled to profit largely by the purchase

of Japanese gold for Mexican and other silver. Since the po-

litical revolutions of the years 1808, 1869, 1870, 1871, Japan

has, through an entire change of her former jealous and re-

strictive policy, entered upon a marvelous progress. There is

a Japanese mint at Ozaka, with buildings, machinery and ap-

pliances in approved European style, which was of late under

English supervision. All the old gold and silver coinage of

Japan, has been called in, and with a part of the present proba-

ble increased product of the mines, is minted into coin upon a

decimal system, to be npted in proper place hereafter. For

the 3’ear ending July 31st, 1873, the Ozaka Mint i.ssued $25,-

162,614. During the year 1872, $14,488,981 were coined in

gold, and from 1871 to 1873, $10,213,598 were coined in silver.

India produces but small quantities of gold, which are

gathered by the natives from washings earned on in the hills

of the south part of Bengal, or obtained b om quartz veins of

modern discovery and considerable value in the district of

"Wynaad in the southern part of the presidency of Madras.

The island of Borneo in the East Indian or Malay arehipelago,

is notably rich in minerals, diamonds and gold being the chief;

the diamonds occur in the beds of the rivers; the largest gem
ever found there weighed 367 carats. The Dutch have long



AMEKICAy AND OTHER GOLD. 283

found an abundance of gold in Borneo, in Sarawak, and the

districts under their control, the yield being of small grains

from alluvial deposits. The existence of gold throughout the

island, in varying quantities, is asserted, and upon the river

Kapola, gold is found with iron ores, sulphurct of antimony

and diamonds. Gold is also reported among the products of

Thibet, Ceylon, Sumatra, Celebes, the Phillippine islands and

other Asiatic regions of less importance, or concerning which

we have no reliable information.

Between Asia and Europe, lie the gold fields of the Russian

empire, which have not only supplied the finest known speci-

mens of native gold, but are more productive than any other

in the Old World. Most of the gold taken from Russian

sources, is from territories in Asia. The most important of

the old Russian gold-bearing districts are situated on the east-

ern slope of the Ural Mountains, around Miask, Kamensk,

Berezovsk, Nijne Tagilsk, and Bogoslowsk, covering more or

less completely, a region some six hundred miles long, from

51 to 61 degrees. North latitude. Outside of these limits, the

alluvial deposits of the Ural are continued northward to a vast

region without population, and south into the Cossack and the

Bashkir provinces. The richest of the Ural gold mines are

those of Smolensk, not far from Miask, and those of Ouspensk,

near Katchkar, 52 degrees North latitude.

The conquest of Siberia, the immense country of the Ural

and the Altai Mountains, was made for Russia in 1581 and a

few subsequent years. The Ural gold mines were discovered

about 1745, and thereafter other mineral riches being found,

geological explorations were finally made in a thorough and

scientific manner. Some of the Siberian washings and de-

posits of gold show traces of prehistoric workings. Yckater-

enburg, or Ekatcrenburg, the principal city of the Ural gold

region, was founded by Peter the Great, emperor of Russia, in

1722
;
a few years since, this place was famous for its metals

jnd manufactures, and had an industrious population of from

{>’)out twenty-five to thirty thousand. At the same time over



284 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

fifty thousand men were employed in the varied mines of the

Ural mountain country. The produce of different metals,

minerals, and gems, was very large and valuable
;
among these

platinum was mined near Yekaterenburg, the amount secured

each year being fiom eight to ten thousand pounds. Speci-

mens of gold found near Yekaterenburg showed upon analysis

a greater degree of fineness than any other known native gold.

In 100 parts there were: gold 98.96, silver 0.16, copper 0.35;

the specific gravity of the mass having bc(^ determined to be

19.099. In the Zarewo Alexandrowsk mine, in 1826, a nug-

get of native gold was found which weighed about twenty-

three j)Ounds, and others were discovered of from two to four

pounds each.

The district of Miask contains the most valuable mines, and

there the largest nuggets have been found. In the Katcbkar

very productive mines arc worked, which are remarkable for

yielding with the gold great numbers of pink topazes, emer-

alds, and other gems.

During the reign of Nikolai Pavloviteh (Nicholas I), em-

peror of all the Ilussias from 1825 to 1855, a new gold field,

as large as all France, was discovered in southern and eastern

Siberia, which has proved to be of greater richness than even

the old di!r"in"s and washings of the Ural Mountain.s. The
gold of this new field has been taken from crystalline rocks,

found in a system of low ridges which, springing from the

north slope of the great Last and "West extending chain of the

Altai Mountain.s, run northward into the provinces of Tomsk
and Yeni.seisk. The working of these ridges, made Russia

the greatest gold producing country in the world until the

discovery of California. In 1843, the Ural district produced

gold to the value of $2,500,000 ;
the same year, the Altai

ridges yielded the .same metal to the value of $11,000,000.

The average annual product of all the gold fields of Russia, is

estimated to be worth $15,000,000, or perhaps even more.

The produce of Ru.ssia in gold during 1865 was given as 69,-

600 lbs. troy, $17,032,080.00 in value. The gross value of
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the amount of gold secured in Russia since about 1745

to the present, may be estimated in round numbers at $700,-

000,000. The gold deposits of the Ciucasus Mountains in

Southern Russia, between the Caspian and the Black Sea,

which were of classical notoriety and referred to in connection

with the mythical account of the expedition of Jason and the

Argonauts, are practically exhausted, the last attempt at

Avorking them, having been abandoned in 1875.

In Europe, various great rivers, the Rhine, the Rhone, the

Danube, the Rcuss, the Aar of Switzerland and other smaller

.streams springing from crystalline rocks of the Alpine moun-

tain regions, and also the rivers Avhich flow from the granitic

formations in the center of France, deposit gold in their sands,

but in such exceedingly small quantities that the washing of

of the drift cannot be made profitable. The search for gold

in such deposits is, however, carried on at various places by

the gipsies or by the peas.ants of the neighborhood at irregu-

lar seasons Avhen lacking better employment. The results of

such operations are very small in proportion to the amount

of labor expended. Few of the sources of gold in Europe are

of importance compared with those in other parts of the world,

yet from historical reasons or from certain peculiarities, some

of them are Avorthy of note.

The grand duchy of Tran.sylvania, forming part of the

lands of the Hungarian crown, is surrounded by the Carpa-

thian Mountains. The Avhole drainage flows to the Danube,

the chief rivers being the Aluta, Maros, Great Kokel, Little

Kokel, Bistritz, Szamos and the Kdriis. In all these and in

most of the smaller streams, gold is found more or le.ss abun-

dant. A number of gold mines beside the Avashings mentioned,

are Avorked in Transylvania and have had the reputation of be-

ing very productive. The mines of Nagy-Ag and Zalatna in

the south-Avestern part of TransylAmnia, produce a natural alloy

of tellurium and gold. At the Rathausberg mine.s, near Gas-

tein in the Austrian Alps, at an elevation of some 9,000 feet

above the level of the sea, there are mines of gold-bearing
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quartz which, though of small importance at present, are, with

the mines at Zell in the province of Tyrol, famous as the places

where the system of amalgamation in mills was first developed.

It may also be noted that at Zell and at Bockstein in the prov-

ince of Salzburg, gold is practically obtained from poorer ores

than have ever been made to pay elsewhere. From the auri-

ferous pyrites, argentiferous mispickel, grey argentiferous

copper, and sulphurct of silver, contained in the quartz gangue

and argillaceous slates of these mines, gold has been separated

with a profit, when the per centage of metal obtained, was but

4, 6, or 15 parts of gold in 1,000,000 of the ore. With this,

however, is secured six or seven times this weight of silver,

of less than half the value of the gold. The gold mines of

Hungary are richer, and yield a considerable amount of gold.

The total product of the gold mines of Austria, has of late

years, averaged from 5,500 to 5,800 ounces, being from $113,-

685.00 to $119,886.00 in value.

In Italy, the ancients obtained gold from various localities.

For some time past, the Pestarena mines, a group of workings

on the Italian side of the Austrian Alps in the Val-Anzasca

and the Val Toppa above the Lago Maggiore, have yielded

from 2,000 or 3,000 ounces of gold, to be valued at from $41,-

310.00, to $62,010.00 each j’-ear. There is also a rich vein of

gold-bearing copper ore, a recent discovery, at OUomont in the

Vald’Aosta. There are important gold mines in the Val An-

trona, and smaller ones in the Val Alagna, Val Sesia, and the

Val Novara. The chief gold mines of Lombardy are at Pes-

chiera and Minerva di Sotto. The total yield of all the gold

mines of Italy may Ixj valued at about $100,000 each 3'ear.

Gold is found in but few places in Germany, and tho.se situated

in the Hartz mountains and in Savoy, produce but small quan-

tities.

Argentiferous galena is found among the minerals of Turkey

in Europe, but the amount of gold sc])arated from Turkish

ores is small. The mineral resources of Turkey in Asia, are

quite undeveloped. Gold is not reported among the natural
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resources of modern Greece. In Prussia, a very small quan-

tity of gold is produced. Gold is not reported among tlie pro-

ducts of Denmark. The scitreity of fuel in Norway, prevents

the development of mines; iron ore is common, but no pro-

duction of gold is recorded. Gold has been found in small

quantities in the rich mineral districts of Sweden. Belgium,

though very rich in common minerals, produces little if any

gold. Holland has no minc.s, nor deposits of gold. No trace

of gold has been reported from Iceland. The rivers flowing

from the center of France, have as has already been noted, a

little gold in their sand-s, but the greater part of the small

amount of gold secured in France, is taken from the small

streams which rise among the Pyrenees between that country

and Spain. Gallicia in Spain, was a well-known gold field in

ancient times, but the veins and deposits are exhausted and

no other noteworthy .source of supply has been discovered.

The small but famous kingdom of Portugal still yields a lim-

ited amount of gold.

During the occupation of Britain by the Romans, from B.C.

54 to A.D. 420, veins of gold-bearing quartz were worked at

Ogofau near Llanpumpsant, in Carmarthen.shirc, In the time

of queen Elizabeth, from A.D. 1558 to A.D. 1G03, gold was ob-

tained at the Lcadhills in the liouth of Scotland, and within the

last hundred years gold has been collected in the granite district

of the county of Wicklow in Ireland, at the rate of $50,000

worth of the metal in two months. Thc.se deposits were worked

in 1876, but yielded only 4 ounces of gold, worth §82.68. In

ancient times, gold was gathered in the county of Cornwall,

England, and it is still sometimes found there in small pieces,

in the alluvial or stream- workings for tin, for the production

of which last-named rare metal, the locality has a Avorld-wide

celebrity. Gold has also been found in recent years at Ilelms-

d.ale, Sutherlandshire, England, and is known to exist in the

English county of Devonshire. The largest nugget of gold

ever obtained in tne British islands, weighed but three ounces.

The most productive British gold field has been found in a
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district of an area of about 25 square miles in North "Wales;

the mines of this Welsh district are still operated, but the pro-

duct has become very much diminished. During the year

1863, 5,300 ounces of gold were produced from gold-bearing

veins of quartz at the Vigra and Clogau mine, in the Lower

Silurian slates near Dolgclly. The product falling off presently,

the mine was closed; but in 1875, the workings there were

resumed, and by the process then used, a profit was realized
;

288 ounces ofgold, worth $5,852.96, were secured in 1876, and in

1878, the mine produced 720 ounces of gold, worth $14,882.40.

Africa was in ancient times the principal source of the

known product of gold, and the continent is still rich in that

metal. The mines of Abyssinia and N ubia in the upper valley

of the Nile still produce a small quantity of gold, Nubia hav-

ing been the “land of gold” known by the old Egyptians.

Linant Bey describes very extensive ancient mines of gold in

the district of Attaki, or Allaki, on the Ecd Sea, about 120

miles inland from the shore at Ras Elba, a headland midway
from Berenice to Sauwakin. These mines were known to the

Egyptians as early at least as the 12th dynasty of their politi-

cal chronology, which ended 2,851 B.C. During the reign of

Sctcc, or Seti I, king of Egypt, who died 1,288 B. C., at the

end of the 19th dynasty, wells •were opened along the route

from the Nile to the district of Attaki, or Allaki, in order

that the even then ancient gold mines there, which had been

closed, should be reopened. These mines arc supposed to be

those described by Diodorus Siculus, the voluminous author

of the Bibliotheca, who wrote about the beginning of the

Christian Era, and at Turin, Italy, there is a map of the route

from the Nile to these mines, which is considerc(.l the oldest

topographical document in existence. Other old mines of the

same character, were a few years ago discovered by the traveler

Burton, in the ancient land of Midian, on the eastern coast of

the Gulf of Alcaba.

During A.D. 1838, a traveler by the name of Rus.segger

passed through Nubia, and in the account of his explorations
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stated that the mountain chain which extends across the in-

terior of Africa, from East North-east to West South-west,

with tlie streams that flowed from the same, contained gold

in undetermined quantities. There are placer deposits and

quartz veins of gold, in Sennar and southern Abyssinia.

There is also a gold-bearing region between Abyssinia and

Darfoor, and a gold district in Kordofan on the Upper Nile.

Gold is obtained in small quantities on the coast of Africa op-

posite the island of Madagascar. The greatest part of the gold

produced on the coasts of Africa, is brought from the western

side of the continent, being obtained from the mines of Barn-

book, south of the Senegal river, in the Kong Mountains, be-

tween Senegambia and Bambara, 55 degrees North latitude

and 67 degrees East longitude, which are the most important

sources of gold upon the continent.

In 1866, an elephant hunter named Hartley, and a traveling

German scientist by the name of Mauch, discovered extensive

gold fields in south Africa, between 17 degrees and 21 degrees

30 minutes South latitude, in the interior country, between

the Zambesi west of Tete, and the middle course of the Lim-

popo river. The mines are 350 miles from the Portuguese

settlement of Sofala, which is a port on the east coast of Africa,

at the mouth of the river Sofala, in the southern part of Mo-

zambique, latitude 23 degrees 57 minutes South, and longitude

36 degrees and 6 minutes East. Having been known to the

Portuguese since early in the 16th century as a place of export

for gold, Sofala is regarded by some, as the Ophir from whence

the Hebrew king Solomon obtained the vast amount of gold

said to have been used in the construction of his temple.

The mines found by Hartley and Mauch are said to have

been known to the Portuguese in the 17th century. The re-

gion containing the gold, is an elevated table land of the Quat-

alamba Mountains, some 7,000 feet above the level of the sea,

chiefly occupied by the Matabele, part of the warlike tribe of

the Caflfres. Extended over this table land. Hartley and Mauch
found glistening beds of white quartz rock, which upon exam-

R
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ination proved to contain gold. Gold was also found by them

in the sands along the margin of the brooks of the country.

The chief gold fields of Africa are on the western coast; the

unmanufactured part of the gold exported, has been mostly in

the form of dust, doubtless obtained by the negroes from allu-

vial washings. Such African gold dust, has long been famous

as an article of export from the gold coast of upper Guinea

and other points. Before the discovery of gold in California

and Australia, the gold fields of Guinea in the Kong Mountains

were esteemed an important source of supply. The discovery

of the south African gold fields attracted much attention, and

yet the production of gold in that part of the world has not

been, in view of developments elsewhere, of very great im-

portance. In recent years alluvial deposits in the Drakens-

berg Mountains of Transvaal, in the Leydenburg district, sit-

uated in 25 degrees South latitude, and 81 degrees East longi-

tude, have been successfully worked and gold produced in con-

siderable quantities, the form of the native metal being that

of coarse nuggetty gold of various sizes, up to masses of eleven

jK)unds in weight. It is difficult to form a correct estimate of

the gold produced in Africa at present. A few years since the

calculations of Birkmyre fixed the annual yield of African gold

at the inconsiderable quantity of 4,000 ounces, which was

valued at about $900,000. Though the precious metals do

not seem to bo very generally distributed throughout Africa,

iron and copper are found in the tropical part of the terri-

tory. Livingstone found seams of coal along the Zambesi

river of south Mozambique, and salt is said to abound almost

everywhere on the continent. In 1867, e.xtensive diamond

fields were discovered in the districts north of the Orange

river, about 28 degrees South latitude, from which many
stones of fine quality and large size have been obtained

;
the dia-

mond “the Star of South Africa,” found shortly after the open-

ing of the diggings, brought £11,500 sterling, or $55,964.75.

The probabilities are that with the increase of scientific

knowledge regarding the African continent, and with the
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possible future progress and measurable civilization of its

people, new sources of gold may become known, and even

some of the old fields worked b7 improved methods to ad-

vantage. At present, some of the African nations and tribes,

though partly civilized in some respects, are quite unaware

of the intrinsic value of the precious metals as such. In his

recent highly interesting work upon “Moslem Egypt and

Christian Abyssinia,” William McE, Dye, formerly of the

United States Army, and late Colonel of the Egyptian Staff,

in giving his original account of millitary service under the

Khedive, in his provinces and beyond their borders, as expe-

rienced by the American Staff, relates as an evidence of the

benighted state of the Abyssinians, “that thousands of dollars

in gold taken from them by the Egyptians who had fallen

into their hands, were thought by them to be of little value,”

and that “During the peace negotiations, certain Egyptians

took advantage of this ignorance by visiting Abyssinian camps

and speculating with them for gold. Two Maria Theresa

thalers, even one” (the thaler being worth but $1,11.7825 each),

“bought an Egyptian pound, or say five dollars.”

Australia, the latest discovered of the great modern gold

fields, next demands attention precedent to a description of

the gold regions of the United States of America, since an ac-

count of the gold coinage of the latter country is to follow.

The great island formerly called New Holland, but now
cla.ssed as a continent, under the name of Australia, by most

geographer.^, forms a principal part of the Australasian

(South Asian), division of the glolte. Situated at the an-

tipodes of the civilized portion of the world, this vast island

continent long remained an unknown territory, though the

existence of some such body of land was surmised by the an-

cient Phoenician sailors
;

it was reported to Marco Polo by

the Chinese, and its shores may have been visited repeatedly

before definite information regarding the same became public.

The continent of Australia was probably known to the Portu-

gue e by the name of Great Java early in the 16th century.
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Upon a map made by some Portuguese navigators which

bears date A.D. 1542, the position of Australia in the south-

ern ocean is marked by vague outlines indicating land found

thereabouts of unknown form and extent. Under the name
of Australis Terra, Australia was mentioned by Cornelius

AVytfliet in 1598, as a country of vast extent, south of all

other lands, separated from New Guinea by a narrow strait,

and which, if explored, “would be regarded as a fifth part of

the world.” The confusion of names given by the early navi-

gators to lands visited by them in the Australasian seas, ren-

ders it impossible to determine with accuracy -when Australia

was discovered, or to whom the first voyage from any civil-

ized country to its shores is to be credited.

In 1606, a Portuguese named Luiz Vaez de Torres, com-

mander of a ship commissioned by the Spanish Government of

Peru, having with Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, discovered Espi-

ritu Santo, or the New Ilebrides, sailed his vessel alone from

cast to west and passed through the channel now called Torres

Strait, between the northernmost point of Australia, Cape

York, and Banks and Mulgrave islands ofi' that coast. During

the same year, York peninsula was visited by a yacht called

the “Duyfhen,” or “Dove,” which had been sent out by the

Dutch from Bantam in Java, to explore part of the coast of

New Guinea. The captain of the Duyfhen, who “saw the

northern shore of the continent at a distance,” considered the

land to which he came a portion of the not far distant island

of New Guinea. Other voyages followed; in 1616, under the

Dutch commander Dirk Ilartog; in 1618, by the “Pera” and

“Arnhem,” Dutch vessels from Amboyana; in 1622, by the

Leuwin
;
in 1627, by the “Guldene Zeepard,” with Peter Nuyts

on his way to the embassy in Japan; in 1642 and 1644 by

Ta.sman; in 1697, by Vlamingh
;
by an exploring expedi-

tion in 1705, and at different times by various Dutch traders,

until in one way and another, the Dutch had pretty thorough-

ly circumnavigated the island they named New Holland, and

had somewhat explored a number of points on the coast, but



AifERICAX AXD OTHER GOLD. 293

whether they touched on the northern or the southern sea-

board of the newly-discovered land, they had to report the

country very generally of an uninviting appearance.

The famous English buccaneer and navigator, Captain Wil-

liam Dampier, landed on the coast of Australia in 1G88, and

spent five weeks ashore at Koebuck Bay, on the North-west-

ern coast of western Australia. In 1G99, Dampier visited

Australia under a commission from the English Admiralty,

and made explorations, of which he gave an account, but his

representations were not very encouraging. The voyages of

Captain Cook in the English expeditions from 1769 to 1777,

made the civilized world acquainted with Australia, New
Zealand, and Tasmania, and opened up the wonderful Aus-

tralasian lands to European enterprise. Captain Cook came

upon the mainland of Australia in April, 1770, at Gipps’

Land, Victoria, South latitude 30 degrees, East longitude 148

degrees and 53 minutes. Botany Bay was so called at that

time by Sir Joseph Banks, of Cook’s expedition, on account

of the wonderful floral display he found upon the plains of

the country thereabouts. In 1788, the first English penal

settlement of Australia was established in New South Wales,

and the towns of Sydney and Port Jackson founded there.

About 1790 to 1800, the voyages of two Englishmen named

Bass and Flinders, begun on private account, and continued

with great courage and perseverance, added much to the

knowledge of Australian geography. Bass having died.

Flinders made a complete and detailed survey of the coast of

Australia, except the west and northwest portion. He was

captured by the French and kept seven years, in Mauritius.

The shores of the province of Victoria were explored by

the English Captain Grant in 1800, who was followed in 1802

by Lieutenant Murray of the same country. .In 1837, 1839,

and after the settlement at Swan river, after 1843, coast sur-

veys of west Australia were made for the British Government,

being commenced by H, M. S. the “Beagle” and continued by
Mr. Stokes and his party of assistants. This work was car-
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ried on for the next three years by Baudin, Freycinet and

Flinders, and subsequently perfeeted by others. For twenty,-

five years after the founding of Sydney and Port Jaekson, the

settlers in New South Wales knew almost nothing of the

country, except a narrow strip some fifty miles wide between

the sea-coast and the Blue Mountains, This range of precipi-

tous mountains 3,400 feet high, intersected by abrupt ravines

1,500 feet deep, prevented travel to the back country until

1813, though several resolute attempts at a passage were made.

From this time on, various well-equipped expeditions tvere

made into the interior of Australia, and much hardship en-

countered, while a number of valuable lives were sacrificed,

yet through tlie patronage of the Colonial Government, im-

portant geographical and topographical information was ac-

quired, the resources of the continent, especially in all the

eastern districts, were in part made known, and the area of

progress and civilization slowly extended.

The original design of the British Government was to make
Botany Bay and other points in Australia convict colonies.

The plan was acted upon there and at Sydney, New South

Wales, on Van Diemen’s Land, now called Tasmania, and at

King George’s Sound. Owing to the opposition of the free

colonists who emigrated to these countries, the transportation

of convicts to New South Wales was virtually suspended in

1839, and none were taken to Van Diemen’s Land after 1853.

From 1821, the colony of New South Wales, though not rap-

idly settle 1, had made a fair start in free industrial progress.

The history of the convict colonies under almost irresponsible

military or naval governors, was full of the record of every

kind of abuse and vice. In 1321, the population of New
South Wales was 30,000, three-fourths of whom were con-

victs. W&^tern Australia made slow progress, having ac-

quired a population of less than 4,000 at the period from 1835

to 1840. In 1839, there was a population of 45,000 convicts

and others in New South Wales, and yet in 1850, after the

sixty years of effort at English colonization, and though the
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general progress of the country was noted as satisfactory, so

many discouraged emigrants had departed thence for the South

American coast and other lands, that in 1850, the entire popu-

lation of Australia was estimated at only fifty thousand per-

sons, of whom the greater number were adult males. Mean-

time, however, the trade of the country had increased, the an-

nual export of wool being about 45,000,000 pounds, variou.s

productive mines of copper, iron, coal and other minerals had

been opened and considerably worked, while events were im-

pending which were destined not only to revolutionize at once

the condition of Australia, but to affect promptly and most

powerfully the permanent commercial, social, and political in-

terests, of the whole civilized world.

During the year 1839, Count Strzelecki discovered the ex-

istence of gold in the rocks of New South Wales, but as proba-

bly iu duty bound, communicated the fact only to Sir George

Gipps, then Governor of that colony. There were 45,000

person-s, of whom three-fourths at least were convicts, under

the immediate control of Sir George, and that official was ap-

prehensive that a general knowledge of the startling and im-

portant information gained by the Count, would be destructive

of discipline among that mixed and unreliable body of colo-

nists. At the request, or order, of the Governor, Count

Strzelecki postponed the publication of his discoveries, and

“discipline” of the old-fashioned sort, was yet for awnile con-

tinued in New South Wales.

No further trouble arose from the gold mines and deposits,

until 1841, when another geologist of New South Wales, the

Reverend W. B. Clarke, following in the hidden footprints of

the silent Strzelecki, again found the Australian gold. Like

Strzelecki, and doubtless for the same reasons, Clarke reported

that which he luid found to none but Sir George Gipps, and

upon Clark, as formerly upon the Count, the Governor strictly

enjoined silence regarding that matter. Having, as it would

seem, in carrying out that which he considered good policy,

done all he could to hinder the .spread of scientific knowleJg-'
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Tinder his jurisdiction, and to postpone the progress of Aus-

tralia, the Governor continued to govern. But science, in its

development and benign application to the wants of civilized

man, had already become too positive and too great, to admit

of the suppression of truth by olhcial presumption of any kind

from any quarter, while its noble Professors were found tot>

patriotic, and too entirely philanthropic to permit themselves,

under any circumstances, to be long diverted from their legiti-

mate work.

Without, according to report, any full knowledge of what

had been done by the two explorers already named, the veteran

geologist Sir Robert Murchison, of England, who had thor-

oughly and scientifically explored the auriferous region of the

gold-bearing Ural Mountains of Russia, reasoning upon what

had been made known concerning the peculiar geologic forma-

tion of Australia, in 1844, avowed his belief in the existence

of gold in that country, and made a prediction of its early

discovery. In 1846, Count Strzelecki submitted to Sir Rob-

ert Murchison a series of rock and mineral specimens which

had been gathered in South Australia, when the distinguished

explorer of the Ural at once recognized the resemblance of the

specimens presented him, to those he had«found in the Rus-

sian gold fields, and declared they wore demonstrative of the

abundance of gold he had assumed existed in the localities

from which they were taken. Although unable to learn that

gold had ever been secured in any part of Australia, Murchi-

son was so certain that the precious metal existed there, and

could be raised with profit, that he caused a circular to be

printed and distributed among the miners of Cornwall, Eng-

land, urging them to emigrate to New South Wales and .seek

for gold, in the same manner in which they had been accus-

tomed to secure tin and zinc from among the alluvial deposits

of the streams which flowed from their native hills.

Gold is said to have been discovered at Clones, Victoria, in

1850, and it is not impossible that the same and other metals

may have been found in other Australian localities, but if so,
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the gold was in quantities too small to attract notice, or found

by persons too ignorant to appreciate the importance of the

knowledge probably gained by merest accident, as the Burra

Burra eopf’cr mines were discovered. In 1851, the farmers

of South Australia were prosperously turning up with the

jdough the rich gold-bearing alluvium, and their millions of

sheep were grazing undisturbed .above the most productive

veins of the precious metal
;
pebbles of gold-bearing quartz

were used to cover garden walks, and it is reported that a

graduate of the English University of Oxford ornamented the

walls of his Australian garden, by building into them masses

of white quartz, handsomely variegated with portions of the

unrecognized yellow metal.

It was, however, in the year 1851, that Mr. E. II. Har-

greaves returned to Australia from California, which last state

was then in the full rush of the wonderfully rapid develop-

ment of its mineral and other resources. To the task of

Australian geologic exploration, Mr. Ilargreaves applied him-

self with a ze.al born of the land he had visited, and at once

began actively “ prospecting,” after the California.method, near

Bathurst on the Macquarie river. New South Wales, where

gold was found in considerable quantities. A great excite-

ment ensued. The time dreaded by the conservative Gov-

ernor Gipps had come, and the old order of things in New
South Wales disappeared forever. But the worst anticipa-

tions were not realized. The Government at once proclaimed

its right of domain and possession over the newly-discovered

treasure, and began to grant licenses to persons who engaged

in digging for gold. The gold was soon traced along the range

of hills from Bathurst, both north and south, and discoveries

of deposits of surpassing richness were made in the colony of

Victoria, near the southern coast, seventy miles to the north-

west of Melbourne. By October, 1851, there were 7,000 men
working the new diggings at Ballarat near Mt. Buninyong, all

engaged upon a piece of ground less than a square mile in ex-

tent. In November, many of these removed to still richer de-
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posits, whicli were opened around Mt. Alexander in the same

district. In this second field ten thousand men were sup-

posed to be at work before December, 1851, during which

month 63,300 ounces of gold, then valued at j£3. 1 9s. 6d., or

$19.34.45 the ounce, worth at that time $1,224,506.85,

were sent to Melbourne. From Ballarat and Mt. Alexander

together, there were forwarded from September 30, 1851, to

December 31, 1851, 124,835 ounces of gold, and the whole

gold product of the colony of Victoria alone, for the time men-

tioned, was 345,146 ounces.

At this time began an emigration unmatched in the history

of the world, and which, putting all foresight and calculation

at defiance, notwithstanding the distance of Australia from

Europe and America, quickly supplied the various parts of

the Australasian continent with a most intelligent, energetic,

enterprising and very numerous population. In 1852, the

number of persons in the colony of Victoria, was more than

doubled by an immigration of 104,000 souls, and within a

year from the discovery of the gold at Bathurst, the Euroj)can

population ofiAustralia had increased to 250,000, having been

estimated, as has been noted, at but 50,000 in 1850. Esti-

mates were made in London that up to the close of the year

1852, the whole amount of gold exported from Victoria, was

valued at £16,000,000, or $77,804,000.00 and from New
South Wales during the same time to the value of £3,500,000,

or $17,032,750.00 or for fifteen month.s, about four times the

amount supposed to have been produced in the whole world

annually, for the five preceding years. The richest and largest

gold fields of Australia, were in the colony of Victori.i, the

area of the mining region there, being about 725 square miles,

comprising the districts of Ballarat, Beechworth, Sandhurst,

Maryborough, Castlcrnaine, and Ararat

The Australian gold is obtained from three source.s, shallow

placers, deep diggings and quartz veins. It is estimated that

some 2,000 quartz veins exist in the colony of Victoria alone,

and that these, which traverse the lower palurozoic strata and
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are associated with granitic and igneous rocks, are the primary

source of the whole of the gold found in that region. The
early Australian gold diggers, were provided only with the

simplest tools, and yet such was the richness of the placers,

that they obtained for a considerable season a large amount

of the precious metal they sought. After vast sums had been

taken in this way, the placers being much exhausted, and none

of equal productiveness discovered, resort was made to deeper

diggings, with more effective appliances, where a great return

for the labor expended was still realized. For a long time,

mining operations were not pushed into the veins between

the palaezoic rocks, known to be the original matrices of the

gold, the presumption being entertained, that the quantity of

metal decreased as the depth of the vein grew greater. Finally,

at the suggestion of Mr. Selwyn, colonial geologist for Victo-

ria, work was regularly and properly begun upon the quartz

veins, and mines have thus been operated in various places to

great depths, and with good results. As far down as GOO feet

from the surface, no decrease of the product was noted. At
Cluncs, Victoria, the mines were over 1000 feet deep several

years since. The veins vary in thickness from a niere thread,

to 130 feet, the thinner veins yielding the largest percentage

of gold to the ton of ore. The placer deposits are from 100

to 400 feet thick
;
they have yielded about double the amount

of gold taken from the quartz.

The geologic features of the continent of Australia arc very

simple
;
they consist in outline of a vast interior concave table-

land of sandstone, with a surface area of 1,500,000 square

miles. The southern margin of this great plain, is a wall of

sandstone cliffs along the sea-coast. On the east, south-east,

wesi, and partly in the north, the interior plateau is bounded

by terraced ramparts of mountains. The formation of these,

according to locality, is of granite and syenite, or of sandstone

masses, torn assunder and mingled with basalt and trap. On
the west side of the continent, the mountains are from 1,000

to 3,000 feet high; at the southeast corner, the Au.stialian
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Alps are 7,000 feet high. On the north, in places, the sand-

stone cliffs along the coast are very lofty, the Alligator river

cutting them into gorges 3,800 feet deep.

It it assumed that Australia emerged from the sea, at a

comparatively recent geologic period, and fur some time, the

unexplored interior was thought to be an immense lake. The

late Count Strzclecki, already mentioned as the original dis-

coverer of the gold of New South Wales, being the author of

the first scientific treatise upon the subject, in 1845, minutely

describes all the mountain ranges of New South W ales, and

from observations made from that region, all along the coast

to Wilson Promontory, the southernmost point of Australia,

concludes that the continent and the island of Tasmania are

results of a similar volcanic upheaval. Tasmania certainly

presents the same mineral wealth characteristic of the conti-

nental strata, but it has not been so fully worked. The prin-

cipal Tasmanian gold mines are at Nine Mile Springs, Math-

inna, and Ilellyer river. The geology of New Zealand resem-

bles that of Australia. Gold was first discovered in New
Zealand in 1843

;
further discoveries of the same kind were

made there in 1851, and mining operations on an extensive

scale were commenced in 1856. The rock veins and alluvial

deposits of gold in New Zealand, are deep and extensive like

those of Australia. The Australian gold has a higher color

and in a state of nature is finer than that of California. The

native Ballarat gold is 23.5 carat-s, or 979.166 fine; other

specimens from difl'erent places vary in quality, the poorest

being about 20 carats, or 833.333 fine. Much of the Ballarat

gold was in the form of nuggets, of which various specimens

were found weighing from 28 to 60 pounds troy each. In

1858, a nugget of gold was found at Ballarat, which weighed

2,217 ounces and 16 pennyweights, or about 185 pounds troy,

and which being exhibited in the Paris e.xposition of 1867,

was valued at nearly £10,000, or $48,665.00. A nugget from

the colony of Victoria was e.xhibited in London, which

weighed 146 pounds 3 pennyweights troy, and of which but
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6 ounces were supposed to be matrix, or the rock of the vein.

The largest piece of gold ever found, is said to have been the

great Australian nugget known as the “Sarah Sands,” which

weighed 233 pounds and 4 ounces troy.

The International Exhibition of 1862, contained a gilded

pyramid ten feet square at its base, and forty-five feet high,

which represented the mass of gold exported from the Aus-

tralian colony of Victoria, from October 1st, 1851, to October

1st, 1861. The weight of such a column of solid gold, would

have been 26,162,432 ounces troy, which at an average esti-

mate in round numbers of £4, or $19,466 an ounce, would

have been worth £104,649,728, or $509,277,901,312.

Within twenty years from the discovery of gold by Har-

greaves iu New South Wales, in 1851, Victoria exported 40,-

750,000 ounces of gold, and New South Wales during the

same time exported nearly 10,000,000 ounces of the same pre-

cious metal. Subsequent to the year 1860, the gold mines of

Queensland displayed increasing promise, and up to the close

of the year 1872, had yielded a little less than 1,000,000

ounces
;

since then, workings have been opened at Palmer

river and other northern districts, from which good results

have been anticipated.

The total of bullion, gold and silver, in various forms, ex-

ported from Australia, after deducting imports thither, which

were chiefly intercolonial, varied during the fifteen years from

1858 to 1872, from £11,500,000, or $55,964,750.00 to £7,500,-

000, or $36,498,750.00. The average value of the gold export-

ed from Australia each year, from 1860, fifteen years, to 1875,

was £10,000,000, or $48,665,000.00, a total of £150,000,000,

or $729,975,000.00, for the period named. Up to 1875, the

colony of Victoria alone added gold to the value of £170,000,-

000, or $827,305,000.00, to the wealth of the world.

Australia being second only to the United States, of all the

countries of the globe, in the production of gold, its monetary

statistics are of great interest.

Mr. O. M. Spencer, the United States consul-general at Mel-
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bourne, has communicated information of importance in rela-

tion to the production of the precious metals and the circula-

tion of the banks of Australia later than any officially pub-

lished in this country.

The gold mines of Australia are yielding a diminished an-

nual supply, the amount for 1877 being only about two-thirds

the production of 1873, and a still further reduction is re-

ported in the yield for 1878. The product for 1873, was

2,243,372 ounces, valued at $42,779,908, that for 1877, was

but 1,519,548 ounces, valued at $29,018,223, showing a de-

crease in five years of 723,824 ounces of gold produced, to be

valued at $13,761,685. During this period the net exports of

gold from Australia, although diminished, have not fallen off

in a ratio eorresponding to the decrease of production, owing,

as is supposed by official experts, to the large stock of gold in

the country held over from former years.

The gold coined by the Australian Mint at Sydney, New
South Wales, from 1855 to 1877, was of the value of $200,-

558,198.00. The following table .shows the value of the gold

coined at the Australian mints at Sydney, New South Wales,!

and at Melbourne, Victoria, from 1872 to 1877, inclusive:

YEARS. Sydney Mint. Melbourne Mint.

1872 $ 9,698,935 $ 3,640,142

1873 7,192,687 3,659,608

1874 9,854,663 6,681,705

1875 10,326,713 9,187,952

1876 7,995,660 10,336,446

1877 7,737,735 7,236,486

62,806,393 40,742,339

Grand Total Australian Gold Coinage from

1872 to 1877, inclusive, $ 93,548,732

It may be of interest to state that for the 2,500,000 or

more people of Australia, March 31st, 1879, the circulation
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of coin was equal to $38,275,913, and that of bank notes

was equal to $21,604,936, for which the banks held a special

reserve of $40,765,131.

In the year 1858, Australia had a population of 929,000, to

which if there be added that of Tasmania 82,500, and of New
Zealand 55,000, the European population of Australia is shown

to have been 1,066,500 persons. Meantime, the eight merino

sheep imported into Australia in 1793, had multiplied into

vast flocks, numbering in all more than 16,000,000 head, which

produced in 1857 over 54,738,718 pounds of wool. From that

time forward the progress of the settled portions of the coun-

try has been most marvelous, its civilization original and

unique, of rapid growth, founded on a basis of gold and enor-

mous mineral wealth, sustained by boundless agricultural re-

sources in a generally heathful climate, the grand work of a

cosmopolitan free people emulous of every good practical ex-

ample and aspiring to the pre-eminence and perfection of uni-

versal development.

American Gold.

The Spanish and other adventurers who, in search of slaves

and gold, visited the continent of America, for more than a

century after the voyages of Columbus, imagined they had

reached the eastern shores of India, the land of endless wealth

and unimaginable splendor, could they but find the great

center of its unknown but supposed civilization. For a long

time thereafter, the American seas were supposed to be an

archipelago, and that between the islands called ihe West In-

dies a waterway could be found to the Orient.

Even when settlements had been made upon the North

American coasts, the continent at its widest part was sup-

posed to be no more than three hundred and fifty miles

across, and every inlet and arm of the sea, every river and

bay, from the Gulf of Mexico to Davis’ Strait in the regions

of the Arctic, was explored in search of the “north-west pas-

sage,” a route to the Pacific, only found, by water, around the
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far southern, stormy Cape Horn, opened up by the Railroads

across the isthmus of Darien to Panama, and from the great

Atlantic cities to San Francisco, or promised by way of the

projected interoceanic ship eanal of Central America.

That bold navigators ascended the Delaware and the Sehuyl-

kill rivers and landed near Fairmount Park, full of confidence

in their ability to sail onward by that route to the Pacific

ocean, that they ran their ships aground below Albany on the

Hudson river, sailed up the St. Lawrence and crossed Hud-

son’s Bay in the same faith, now seems as absurd as it was

then true and deemed practical. But whatever mi.scalcula-

tions of geography or in navigation were made in those days

regarding America, as to the one principal idea animating

every voyager, explorer and eolonist of the early days, there

was neither error or failure. The Spaniard sought for gold,

precious metals and gems, and these, through eonquest, rapa-

city and by industry, he obtained in quantities to glut the

market of the world. Other nations of Europe sought in the

New World new land.s, empire, independent states, liberty

—

and the.se too were secured. These achievements are of the

past, but still the mineral and metallic wealth of America has

increased with every generation, while the political and social

greatne.ss of its nations exceed the highest aspirations of their

founders and offer nobler eondi lions of human exi.stence, a

broader field of general happiness, than any recorded in his-

tory or extant elsewhere among men.

Reference has already been made to the stores of gold and

silver secured by Columbus and those who followe<l him, and

to the methods employed by them in the unfortunate coun-

tries they subdued, the development of mining by means of

slavery being the last of their operations. Having now re-

viewed the modern sources of gold in Europe and enlarged

somewhat upon the discovery and ]>roduction of tho same

precious metal in Australia, it is propo.sed to note the present

gold-producing regions of all America and survey compre-

hensively, but more in detail, the gold fields of the United
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States of America and their geologic connections. To secure

a popular understanding of the proposed statement, a short

and very general description of the grand American geologi-

cal system is necessary, and as such, is here presented.

America, formed into two great divisions connected by the

isthmus of Darien, reaches from the Arctic to the Antarctic

ocean, and on its central line, 70 degrees west longitude, e.xtends

about 10,500 miles. From Labrador in the east, on the At-

lantic coast, to British Columbia in the west, on the shores of

the Pacific, in 51 degrees North latitude or thereabouts, the

distance across the continent is rather more than 3,000 miles.

Between Cape St. Roque in Brazil, on the cast, to Parina of

Peru, in the west, from the Atlantic to the Pacifie ocean, in

5 degrees South latitude, the distance is also about 3,000 miles.

In its narrowest part, the isthmus of Darien, near 10 degrees

North latitude, is but thirty miles across.

The Isthmus of Darien, which throughout most of its ter-

ritories?, is called Central America, divides the American con-

tinent into two nearly equal parts
;

all that north of the isth-

mus, is known as North America, and all that south of the

isthmus, as South America. North America, with Green-

land, is estimated to contain an area of 8,000,000 square miles,

while Central and South America are set down as having an

area of 7,000,000 square miles. Estimates of the area of

America differ, however, some authorities stating the limit

of territory to be little more than 14,000,000 square miles,

while others will have it, that the continent, with Greenland,

is some 17,000,000 square miles, or even more, in extent. The
area of America is about four times that of Europe, about a

third more than that of Africa, and some sixth-sevenths that

of Asia.

The geology of America is eminently noteworthy. The
oldest strata, crystalline rocks, consisting mostly of gneiss,

granite and trap, crop out from the region of the St. Law-

rence river and the great lakes, and characterize the vast sec-

tion which extends northward from that latitude to the Arctic

s
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ocean. In North America, this formation lies on the western

slope of the Rocky Mountains, and of the Andes. It extends

from the North to the South about 1,500 miles, in this way,

is about 200 miles wide, and seldom more than 800 feet high.

The same strata extends over South America, in the east,

though in the valley of the Amazon, hidden under enormous

alluvial deposits. In the central portion of the continent, the

crystalline rocks dip under the Silurian strata, though found

free from superincumbent deposits, proving that even in the

Silurian age they formeil dry land, and have been less dis-

turlxjd than most other formatione.

The Silurian rocks, sandstone, limestone, slate, shale, 6tc.,

are divided into several periods, and are especially rich in va-

rious fossil remains. These strata dip beneath the Devonian,

which is in part overlaid with conglomerate rock. The
conglomerate forms the basis of the coal-bearing strata, oc-

cupying large districts in the state of Pennsylvania and the

valley of the Mississippi. When the earboniferous era came

to an end, the American continent, though nearly as large

.as .at present, was not anywhere much above the level of

the sea.

Since that comparatively modern geologic time, the various

lofty and extensive American ranges of mountains have ori-

ginated. These eminences were upheaved through the Silu-

rian, Devonian and carboniferous strata, dislocating the coals,

and upsetting the difterent layers of rock, which until that

time h.ad remained horizontal. The precious metals are gen-

erally found, ill places where the ancient rocks have been

broken through by volcanic forces, propelling vast quantities

of lava-like matter, subsequently hardening into the igneous

rocks. In the Appalachian Mountains, along the eastern coast

of North America, the volcanic fires have been e.xtinguished

for ages, though rumors of subterranean noises, and of the

occasional appearance of smoke far in the interior, continue

to excite curiosity. The metamorphosed Silurian and car-

boniferous rocks of Pennsylvania and New York, though
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long supposed to be primary granite, are found, upon more

critical examination, to present proofs of volcanic action.

On the Pacific coast of the American continent, the whole

range of the Andes and Cordilleras mountains, from Chili to

the northern extremity of the coast in Alaska, contains a

number of large and active volcanoes, at greater or less dis-

tance from one another. Within historical time, as related

to the American continent, the most intense volcanic action

has been manifested in Ecuador, within two or three degrees

of latitude of the equator. In this district is found the great

volcano of Cotopaxi, one of the two or three burning moun-

tains of the world known to be in a constant state of eruption.

In Ecuador, and nearly upon its lino of latitude, though upon

the other side of the continent, have in recent 3'^ears occurred

some of the most terrible and destructive earthquakes ever

known to mankind.

The extreme geographical points of South America, are.

Cape Ilorn, latitude 55 degrees and 59 minutes South, longi-

tude 67 degrees 14 minutes West, and Cape Galliuas, latitude

12 degrees and 39 minutes North, longitude 71 degrees 30

minutes West; Cape Saint Roque, latitude 5 degrees and 28

minutes South, longitude 35 degrees and 16 minutes West,

and Parina Point, latitude 4 desrecs and 45 minutes South,

longitude 81 degrees 26 minutes West. From Cape Uorn, in

the Fuegian archipelago, within a few degrees of the Antarctic

ocean, to Cape Gallinas, west of gulf Maracaibo, on the shore

of the Caribbean sea, the distance overland, in a straight line,

almost directly under the 70th meridian of. longitude. West,

is 4,550 miles. From Cape Saint Roque, westward to Parina

Point, is, as already stated, somewhat more than 3,000 miles:

The area of South America, is estimated at from 7,000,000 to

7,240,000 square miles.

The most remarkub’e pln’sical feature of South America,

is the grand chain of the Andes or Cordillera mountains,

which extends along the whole Pacific or western eoast, from

50 to 100 miles fioin the shore. This ran<jre. bccins in the



308 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOrJiDIA.

extreme south, not much above the level of the sea, present-

ing a fc'iV minor peaks upon certain rocky islands. From lliis

region, northward, the mountains gradually increase in height.

At a point near the Tropic of Capricorn, not far from the

northern l)Oundary line of Chili, or Ixjtwccn there and latitude

22 degrees South, the mountains widen toward the north, de-

veloping a series of ridges mostly parallel to each other. ^J’ho

range, along the shore, is almost unbroken, and forms the true

Andes or the coast Cordillera. This line runs north through

Peru, Ecuador, and the United States of Colombia, and forms

the isthmus of Darien. From the main range of mountains

other censidcrable chains of mountains c.xtcnd eastward, and

to the north, one of the princi[)lc of them, reaching to the

shore of the Caribbean sea east of the gulf of Daiien. Tliis

range, is divided into several almost parallel and equidistant

ridges, in the valleys of which the Atrato and Magdalena

rivers gather their waters and flow north to the Caribbean

sea.

Owing to the general continuity of the Andes and their

nearness to the Pacific ocean, the westward-flowing rivers of

South America, though numerous, arc unimportant, bat, for

the same reason, the streams originating on the eastern side

of the same mountains, unite to form vast rivers which re-

ceive tributaries for thousands of miles, and like the Ama-
zon, enter the Atlantic ocean, through gulf like mouths too

numerous for full cxj-loration. '1 he ranges of highlands con-

nected with the Andes on the cast, arc far extended, and di-

vide the whole vast territory into a number of shallow basins,

of great extent, which determine the character of the country

and the course of its drainage.

The roots of the mountains arc the home of the gold; tlie

metal is b' ought to the surface by the action of the volcano;

the matrix of igneous rock in which the treasure is locked

and hidden, is broken by earthquake upheaval and disinteg-

rated by exposure to the weather; the mountain torrents

grind the auriferous boulders to fine fragments, the rivers
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wash the pebbles into sand; nuggets of gold are found among
the foot hills, and the precious fine golden dust is carried

down the vallies—the finer the farther—and left by the cur-

rent to await the hand of man in countless widespread allu-

vial deposits.

Those who retain in mind the very general idea of Ameri-

can geology presented in tlie few foregoing paragraphs, will

be able to form an intelligent comprehension of the causes of

the presence of gold, in tlie various localities now to be de-

scribed, as the sources in America, from which that metal has

been taken, and from which it is still obtained, in quantities,

varying from such as are too small to be of commercial im-

portance, or industrial profit, to others, so great, as to be un-

equalled in metallurgic records, the basis of numerous and

enormous fortunes, the potent cause of mighty and rapid evo-

lutions in the commerce and progress of nations, and the agent

of most radical changes, in the currency of every country, the

finance of the world.

The earliest coloniesfrom Europe settling in America, were

located in the southern portion of the continent, and there the

earliest discoveries of gold were made, in localities which still

continue to j'icld considerable amounts of the precious metals,

yet, on account of the topographical character of the territo-

ries, from circumstances of climate, from political, social, and

other causes. South America remains but partly explored, its

resources slightly developed. Doubtless, in the future the ef-

fects of past disordei s will disappear, and in the general pro-

gress an increase in the produce of gold and other metals will

take place.

fi’he oldest and most important country of South America

is Brazil; it occupies mure than two-fifths of the surface of

that division of the AVestern Hemisphere, and next to the

cmjiirc of Kussia, has the most extensive eontiguous territory

of any nation in the world, its coxst-line extending on the At-

lantic nearly 4,000 miles. On April 25th, 1,500, Pedro Alva-

res Oabral took possession of the countiy now called Brazil,
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for king Emanuel of Portugal. The settlement of parts of

Brazil was almost immediate, the colonists engaging in the

very profitable commerce in dye-woods. The Portuguese have

ever since maintained their position in Brazil, and the govern-

ment of the country is to-day a Portuguese monarchy—the

only American empire. About one-half of Brazil is covered

by hills, highlands and mountains. Mt. Itatiaiossu, north-

west of Rio Janeiro, is the highest Brazilian peak, being 10,-

800 feet high. The rivers of Brazil are numerous and large.

The geology of the country is too vastly varied to be noted in

detail here; its mineral riches arc immense, comprising dia-

monds, sapphires, emeralds, euclases, rubies, topazes, aquama-

rines, zircon, gold, silver, copper, tin, lead, iron and other

gems, metals, and minerals. The largest diamond known, of

138J carats weight, was found on the river Abaete. The
yield of diamonds for the first century was worth al>out S20,-

000,000.

Brazilian gold is found in the metamorphic rock.s, the drift

gravel, clay, and alluvial depo.sits. The richest formations are

clay slates, veined with gold-bearing quartz, the itacolunate

rocks with quartz gold vein.s, and the beds of iron ores called

itabirite and jacutinga. The province of Minas Gerae.s, which

abounds in gcm.s, is al.so rich in gold, the most prolific mines

of that metal being worked near Ouro Preto, the gold being

taken from quartz veins which travcr.se the metamorphic

rocks, or found in a state of dissemination throughout the

strata in a number of places. Tlic mines of Cachocira, Bahu,

and Quebra Panella, of the Morro Velho in the valley of the

Rio das Velhas, yielded in 18J9, $190,680 above the total cost

of operation. In 1861, there was a profit of $483,84o; in

I860, $404,190, from which must, however, be taken a loss

of $i3,14o, incurred for some reason during the preceding

year. These mines are in English hands and worked by a

Stock Company, which pays a dividend of from 13 to 15 per

cent, on the capital invested. The mines of Congo Soco, once

very profitable, arc abandoned. The gold of Minas Gcraes,
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when taken from veins in the alluvial soil, is generally asso-

ciated with platina and iridium : the gold from other forma-

tions of the same district, is combined with tellurium and va-

rious other metals. It has been supposed that the gold mines

of Brazil were exhausted, but this is denied by a number of

good authorities, and a great yield of Brazilian gold is among
the possibilities of the future, dependent upon more extended

scientific exploration.

The Republic of Bolivia, lying between latitude 12 degrees

and 24 degrees South, and longitude 57 degrees 25 minutes

and 70 degrees 30 minutes "West, is distinguished by its gi-

gantic mountains, which are a part of the Andes. The peaks

are Tacora, Tatasvaya, and Pomarapi, each about 21,700 feet

above the sea; Parinacocha, 22,030 feet above the sea; Gual-

latiu, 21,960 feet above the sea; Iquimo, Toroni, Yabricoya,

and the volcanic mountains Isluya and Sajama, all about 22,-

350 feet above the sea. With the exception of Mt. Aconca-

gua in Chili, latitude 32 degrees 39 minutes South, longitude

70 West, 22,422 feet above the sea, the volcano Sajama or

Sahama, is the highest American peak. Though in the equa-

torial zone, all these mountains ascend above the limit of per-

petual snow. 'Ihe rivers of Bolivia arc numerous, mostly the

same that flow far through Brazil to the Atlantic. Bolivia

has vast deposits of salt. The trachytic conglomerate rock.s

arc the principal feature of the geology of Bolivia, though

granite abounds in the eastern mountains of the Cordilleras.

Gneiss and porphyry are also found in certain localities, the

gneiss sometimes overlaid by foliated Silurian strata, in the

dcj)ressions of which arc recent deposits of sedimentary char-

acter, containing fossils of colossial mammalia.

Gold is found in many parts of the mountain region of Bol-

ivia. Near Lake Titicaca in north-western Bolivia, some-

W'here about latitude 16 degrees 30 minutes South, and longi-

tude 68 degrees West, stands the Nevado de Illimani, a moun-

tain of three peaks, the loftiest of wdiieh ascends to 21,150

feet above the level of the sea. From one of the craijs at the
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base of Mt. Illimani, a huge mass of native gold was riven by

a flash of lightning; this precious curiosity, was purchased at

an immense cost and sent to the museum of natural history at

Madrid, in Spain. The rivers flowing from the Cordillera

Heal to the Beni, or its tributaries, all bring gold from the

mountains and deposit the same among the sands along their

banks. The vast yield of Bolivian silver, will be dcseril)cd in

a future page devoted to that metal. The national assembly

of Bolivia, in October, 1872, imposed an export duty of 20

cents per ounce on gold, 50 cents per mark on bar silver; an

export duty of 4 per cent, is paid on good coin.

Between southern Bolivia and Brazil, lies the Bepublie of

Paraguay, extending from latitude 21 degrees 57 minuics, to

27 degrees 30 minutes South, and from longitude 54 degrees

33 minutc.s, to 58 degrees 40 minutes AVest, a territory at

present of but about 90,000 square miles. The face of the

country forms two great valleys, through which flow the

rivers. The elevated lands arc in the north, nowhere over

2,500 feet above the sea; the south of Paraguay is low, and

often swampy, the apparent detritus from the distant Andes.

There are iron ores in Paraguay, and copper has been found,

but gold has not, as far as known, been discovered.

To the south of Brazil, and cast of the Argentine Republic,

between latitude 30 degrees and 35 degrees South, and longi-

tude 53 degrees and 53 degrees 30 minutes AVest, is the Banda

Oriental del Uruguay, or Republic of Uruguay; its territo-

ries have a .sea and gulf coast of 625 milo.s, and a land fron-

tier of but 450 miles. 'Ihe interior is divided by numerous

ranges of forest hills, nowhere over 2,500 feet above the sea,

with countless streams which form many small rivers. The
mineral resources of this country arc undeveloped, yet gold

has been found to a limited c.xtcnt and mining enterprise is

increasing.

The Argentine Republic occupies that part of South

America between latitude 21 degrees and -11 degrees South,

and longitude 53 degrees and 71 degrees 17 minutes AVest.
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The northern and v.'cstern portion of this territory, is gener-

ally mountainous, being occupied by the outspurs of Chilian

Cordilleras. There are numerous active volcanoes alomr the

grand chain of the Andes, whose crest forms the western por-

tion of the Argentine llcpublie, and traces of former craters

arc found, over a very broad section. A cone near Jujuy,

sends up every morning, a Avhirling spiralinc column of dust,

which ri.scs to a great height, and spreads over the land for

many miles, accoi-ding to the force and direction of the wind.

Tlic Dcspoblado chain of mountains in the northern jrrovince

of Salta, between the Tropic of Capricorn and 25 degrees

South latitude, presents an elevation of 11,000 feet above tlic

level of the sea, while the highest summit of the Aconcpiaja

ranges, in the province of Oatamarca, about latitude 27 de-

grees South and longitude 67 degrees West, is 17.000 feet

above the level of the sea.

The Argentine rivers are most extraordinary streams. The
principal, is the Eio de la Plata, or River Plate^ as termed in

English, which drains the whole region from the valley of the

Amazon, to 35 degrees latitude South. Tlie Plata is a river

of rivers, formed of the great Uruguay, Parana and Paraguav,

and up it and these branches or confluents, steamboat naviga-

tion is carried to great distances. Passengers arc taken from

the Uruguayan port of Monteviedo, to Cuyaba in the Brazil-

ian province of Matto Gros.so, a distance northward, of over

2,000 miles. At Monteviedo, the Plata is full 75 miles wide,

and at Buenos Ayres on the opposite and southern shore, yet

over 125 miles up the stream, the river is still 28 miles across.

The waters of the Plate, however, arc shallow, and navigation

of the same is much obstructed by shoals and banks of mud.

The Uruguay forms part of the eastern Argentine boundary;

between it and the Parana to the west, lies the province of

Eutre llios, with a surface divided between ridges of compara-

tively small elevation, great pampas or grassy plains, and

mar.shes surrounding lakes of various sizes, liable to very c.x-

tensive overflow. The streams and waters of the Eutre llios
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are always fresh, and in this distinguished from many streams

and lakes south of the Plata and west of the Parina.

The Rio Paraguay flowing from the territories of Brazil

and the Paraguayan Republic, on its way to the head-waters

of the Rio dc la Plata, receives in its intermediate course, the

name of the Rio Parina. On the western bank of these rivers,

lies the province of the Grand Chaco, the surface of which, in

the riparian part of tlu3 valley, consists of broad pampas rising

to the west into a country of highlands and ridges, the foot-

hills of the mountains in the distance, west. The region of

the Rio de la Plata, and the country west of its head-waters,

mav be considered the indefinite boundary of two very dis-

similar geologic districts included in the Argentine territories.

The northern section, west of the Grand Chaco, the valley of

the Parina and Paraguay, is as already noted, hilly and moun-

tainous, with out-cropping rocks of granite, gneiss, clay slate,

and almost every other variety of geologic formation, in a

confused mass of broken and disordered strata. South of the

line of the Rio de la Plata, all rocks have disappeart'd beneath

the surface, upon which for hundreds of miles, to the south,

and to the west from the Atlantic coast, not even a pebble can

be found. This section over 300,000 square miles in area,

may be regarded as one vast plain, subdivided by many walcr-

cour.scs into vast pampas of one general geologic character, but

varied surface, deposits and vegetation. 'I hcsc pampas though

drained by numbcrlc.ss rivers, .some of which disappear in the

earth, or lose thcm.sclvcs in marshes, arc liable in the lower

parts to c.xtensivc inundations in the rainy .sca.son. In the

dry sca.son, many of the pam|)ajan rivers, marshes and lake.s,

lose all their waters by r.apid evaporadon, when their very

e.xtcnsive Ixids present vast sheets or ma.sscs of dry .salt, in dc-

po.sits, varying from .some which merely cover the ground, to

others over three feet in thickness.

Below the valley of the Rio de la Plata, in the southern

part of the province of Buenos Ayre.s, the hills calleil the

Tapalqucn, Tandil and Vulcan, of iinstratified granular quartz.
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break through the formation of the j'ampas. The range ap-

pears on some maps as the “C. del Volean,” ‘‘S. Ventaua,” and

“S. Guamini,” and extends from the Atlantic at Cape Corren-

tes, near latitude 38 degrees South, south- westward 400 miles;

south and west again from these elevations, for some 380

miles, there are few crystalline rocks, and farther, into Pata-

gonia, the lowest Stratified formation of the Andes appears in

a porphyritic formation. The grand feature of the Argentine

pampajan formation, which includes broadly the valley of the

Rio de la Plata, and to the north that of the Parana and Para-

guay, is calcarco-argillaceous conglomerate earth, the deposit

for ages of the largely-subsiding rivers, which have withdrawn

their waters in consequence of a gradual geologic upheaval of

the southern plains, to the height of 100 feet or more, an evo-

lution still going forward. The diluvial deposits of the pam-

pas consisting of detritus washed in C3'cles of time from the

wearing away of the Andes, is everv'where mixed with marine

and other fossils, and are considered by Darwin, as much a

matter of astonishment as the gigantic Andes themselves.

The Rio de la Plata, River Plate, or .silver river, was so

called by the Spaniards, on account of the profusion of silver

ornaments, worn by tlie cannibal P.a}\agua, Timbus, and Guar-

anis Indians, who wc.e discovered along its banks when the

adventurers from Spain, after the voyage thither of Juan Dias

de So’is in 1516, and of Magalhacns in 1519, undertook, un-

der llic latter’s command in 1527, the .settlement of Buenos

Ayres and the exploration of the surrounding territories.

Vaiious expeditions followc<l that under Magalhacns here

noted. One under Mciulozn, which entered the Plata in 1535,

was the largest and richest which ever left EuroJ^e for the

sho es of America. Extensive exp orations for gold, and for

lines of communication, involved tlic Spaniards in numerous

and of cn disastrous conflicts wi.h the Indians, sometimes end-

ing i 1 the ex'ermination of the bands of Europeans, even wlicn

mov ng in parties of over 200 men. 'rhcsctllemenisat Buenos

A^’rci were rei>eatedly broken up b\' ho.->tile aborigines, and
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it was not until 1580, and after an immense expenditure of

lab<jr, treasure and blood, that tiie colony became firmly es-

tablished, and even then, the achievement was made in part

by compromise, alliance, and intermarriage of the European

adventuiers and the native tribes, who as wandering bands,

still control an immense region, covering, with the exception

of limited areas, all the very sparsely inhabited country from

the extreme south over the Patagonian jdains, the central part

of the pampas, and the middle part of the Grand Chaco, as well

as portions of Paraguay and Bolivia.

The Argentine llepublic is principally a pastoral country,

though somewhat devoted to agriculture and a limited manu-

facturing industry. The mineral region is in the northwest;

the resources of the various mines known to e.xist there are

vast, but hardly at all developed. The entire export of metals

in 1873, of co|>per and silver only, amounted to a value of but

$420,000. Gold exists among the mountains, between the

ridges, and along some of the streams, but a change in the

character of the population, and the permanent establishment

of .social and politicid order, must precede the regular develop-

ment of the probably great but at pre.sent practically unex-

plored soure<;s of supply of the precious metals, which the

early .settlers expected to develop, centuries ago, beside the

broad flowing Kio dc la Plata.

Tluat part of South America lying south of the Negro

river, which flows eastward in the region of the 40th degree,

latitude South, is called Patagonia. The territory ends with

Cape Horn, 55 degrees 59 minutes latitude South. Patagonia

is about 475 miles wide, in the northern part, and gradually

narrows toward the Ca[)e in which it cuds; it is 1,050 miles

long, the 70th meridian, longitude West, running nearly along

its center. This country was di.scovercd by M.agalhacns in

1520, and received its name Patagonia, the country of the larye-

footed, fiom him, on account of the size of the foot-prints of

gigantic Indians fi)und upon the shore. That ))art of Patago-

nia west of the Andes, which traverse the whole length of the
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country near the Pacific, belongs to Chili
;
that east of the

mountains, is claimed by the Argentine llepublic. The Andes

in Patagonia, rise gradually from mere ridges and hills at the

south, to Mts. Cay, YankTcs and Corcovado, the two last being

volcanoes on the Chilian border, and about 8,000 feet high.

The head-waters of the Negro river, descend from a range of

mountain spurs from the Andes, which sweep in a curve across

Patagonia, from 41 degrees latitude South, northward, to the

river, then southeast to Valcdcs Peninsula on the Atlantic.

From the chain of curving highlands, the country descends in

a succession of geologic terraces toward the south, broken,

however, at various points by elevations, some of which rise

to 3,000 feet in height. The center of Patagonia is occupied

by a great desert of shingle, once the shore of the sea, which

as the land was upheaved, receded, leaving the stony frag-

ments washed smooth as they arc now found.

The principal rivers of Patagonia rise cast of the Andes,

and flow to the Atlantic; they are the Negro, Chupat, Sene-

gal, Desire, Chico, and Santa Cruz, the last being the most

important stream after the Negro, and navigable to Lake Vied-

ma, from which it falls. The mouth of the Santa Cruz, in

latitude 50 decrees South, is three miles wide, and there the

tide rises from 30 to 50 feet twice each 24 hours.

The geology of Patagonia is at once simple and interesting.

From the Argentine river Cobo Lcubu or Colorado, which

flows into the Atlantic under the 40th parallel, latitude South,

to the valley of the Santa Cruz river, extends one great de-

posit, including immense numbers of remarkable tertiary fos-

sil shells, of sujiposed extinct species, among wliich appears

an oyster a foot or more in diameter. Near the southern por-

tion of this formation, the strata is fully 800 feet deep. The

beds j list described, are overlaid by a recomposed soft stone,

of volcanic origin, yet containing gypsum, and having a chalk-

like appearance, and largely made up of the remains of infuso-

ria, of 30 or more forms, all of oceanic origin. These beds of

chalk-like pumiceous stone, are throughout capped with grav-
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el, in masses forming the most extensive shingle surface known
in the world. The pebbles are well-rounded pieces of porphy-
rj, derived from the Andes. The formation makes the shin-
gle desert, and is estimated to be of an average width of 200
miles, the length over 800 miles, and the average depth of the
strata about fifty feet. The whole surface of Patagonia has
been raised by periodical upheavals from 300 to 400 feet, the
movement extending as has been noted in the dc.scription of
the Argentine Republic, to the shores of the Rio de la Plata.

T. he ^\ estern mountains of Patagonia, are composed for the
most part, of the primitive rocks, of which the eastern slopes,
in the region of Lake Viedma, present immense disrupted and'
displaced masses. Geologists assume the mineral resources of
Patagonia to be quite extensive and valuable, but the country
is in possession of a few thousand ferocious Indians and a few
colonists, and practically unexplored In 1874, gold was
found in the valleys of the Santa Cruz and Gallegos rivers,
but mining operations have been discontinued. In the Galle-
gos, diamonds have been discovered, resembling the gems of
Brazil; but an uninviting appearance, a severe climate, a gen-
erally de.sert surface, and a murderous, though scanty popula-
tion, have limitc(J at once our knowledge of Patagonia and the
development of such re.sources as may yet be discovered.

*I he Republic of Chili, or Chile, derives its name from the
Peruvian Indian word I'chile, meaning snow, which is always
seen upon the summits of its mountains. The territories of
Chili are a strip of mountain land from 40 to 200 miles wide,
extending southward from 24 degrees latitude South, for 2,270
miles to Capo Uorn, covering an area of 218,925 square miles.
The Andes, as a general system, extend in two parallel lines,

called Cordilleras, the entire length of Chili, though this out-
line is broken in places. The eastern range of mountains is

the most important, and is regarded as the true Andes; cen-
trally situated at intcrval.s, is another mountain range, and
along the shore of the Pacific runs la cordillera de la costa,

the range of the coast. However, this structure varies ac-
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cordincr to the rc"ion, and there are multitudes of detached

elevations, and numerous independent peaks. The mean ele-

vation of the mountains of Chili is variously estimated from

11,830 to 14,000 feet; the most of the principal cones arc vol-

canic, or have been eruptive within a recent period. Chili is

subject to frequent earthquakes, the slight ones, or shocks

called temhlores, being most common, and harmless, yet alarm-

ing, since often followed by actual and destructive earthquakes

which arc called terremotos, and are real movements of the land,

as the name implies. The space between the Cordilleras, is

occupied by table-lands, the elevation of which varies from

‘200 to 1,000 feet—the altitude of the northern plateau known

as the desert of Atacama.

The loftiest Chilian mountain is the old and at present in-

active volcano Aconcagua, 22,422 feet above the sea. Mts.

Tupungato, 20,269; Llullaillaco, 21,000; Villarica, and San.

Jose, 18,150 or 20,000 feet above the sea, are intermittent vol-

canoes, as have been Mts. Peteroa, Llayma, Antuco, Ilanahue,

Chilian, Calbuco, Corcovado, Osomo, Yant^les, Minchinma-

dom, and a number of others, 23 volcanoes in all being recog-

nized. There arc many mountains not volcanic of equal ele-

vation. There arc ten well known passes, from the Pacific to

the Argentine Republic across Chili, besides others not so

favorable or well traveled. The pass called the Planchon,

6,000 feet above the sea, has been surveyed for a railroad.

The other passes range from an altitude of 11, 12, 14, 14,500

to 15,575 feet above the sea, at ^iheir summits. These

passes are open only for a part of the year, six months or

more, and passable only for mules or llamas and men. The

we.stern slope of the mountains is most difficult to a.sccnd.

The rivers of Chili are numerous but short, and few of

them are navigable
;
they all fall from the mountains, and

when swollen with melted snows, discharge large streams of

water and immense quantities of alluvium into the Pacific

ocean; in consequence, almost all of them are obstructed at

their mouths by considerable bars of sand and mud.
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I The Araiicanian Indians of Chili, successfully mainlaincd

their territories and independence against ihc Peruvian Incas

from A.D. 1433, and against the Spaniards who invaded the

r country in 1535 or 1536, being engaged in sanguinary war

I

with the Europeans until 1722, when the Indians consented

to a treaty and continue citizens of the republic at present,

though a remnant of some 24,000 persons still occupy a prov-

ince south of Biobio, have their own chief and an indc|)cn-

i dent tribal form of government.

The territory of Chili is of exceeding interest to the geolo-

gist; the nature of its formations have, however, been sutli-

ciently indicated for the present purpose, in that which has

been stated in the preceding paragraphs in relation to the

mountains of the Argentine Kcpublic. Chili possesses im-

mense and very varied mineral wealth of gold, silver, copper,

lead, antimony, cobalt, zinc, nickel, bismuth, iron, coal, molyb-

denum and quicksilver, the different ores being found in all

the scries of rocks between the granite and trachytic strata,

the last being barren in that country. Sulphur, salt, nitre,

alum, gypsum, limestone, and other minerals are abundant in

Chili.

Gold exists in Chili in very considerable quantities, though

less sought after there than copper and some other metals.

The gold-bearing veins of the mountains of Chili, run almost

parallel to the imperfect cleavage of the granite rocks among
which it is for the most part discovered. Certain Chilian

copper ores, generally a.s.sociated with miaieous specular iron,

contain small quantities of gold. In some mines in Chili

having quartz veins running north and south, gold is found

mixed with a most remarkable variety of minerals, such as

galena, blende, copper and iron pyrites and the peroxide of

iron. Near IllapcI about 31 degrees and 35 minutes latitude

South, arc some very poor gold mines, which are worked in

the beds of the gypseous formation, the metal being taken

from the altered felspathic clay-.slatc alternate with the purple

porphyritic conglomerate. Gold is also found in the province
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of Magellan, the part of Chili lying along the western shores

of Patagonia. The principal mining districts are in the north

of Chili, but new discoveries arc continually made elsewhere,

^and the product of gold, being taken with other metals, must

continue or increase.

Between latitude 3 degrees and 20 minutes and 22 degrees

20 minutes South, and longitude about 67 degrees and 81 de-

grees and 26 minutes West, lies the almost rectangular terri-

tory of the republic of Peru. The western part of Peru lies

under the 70th meridian of longitude West, and along this

line, from the river Loa in the south, to the junction of the

rivers Javary and Amazon in the north, is somewhat more

than 1,150 miles. The 70th meridian may be considered the

perpendicular line of a right-angled triangle, of which the

northern boundary of Peru, running 650 miles from west to

east, about 5 degrees sontli of the equator, is the base, and the

Pacific shore 1,500 miles long, from Cape Blanco to the river

Loa, is the hypothenuse. The area included is about 500,000

square miles. For an account of the early history and con-

quest of Peru, the reader is referred to pages 275 and 276.

The Peruvian Andes traver.se the entire country, from

north to south, in two separate ranges called the Cordillera

Oriental, or Andes proper, and the Cordillera Occidental, or

Coast range. North of the town of Pasco, in about latitude

11 degrees South, a third and still more easterly range arise.<^,

which, a little above the 9th degree, latitude South, subdivides

into three ranges. The Cordillera Occidental runs nearly north-

west, and follows the indentations of the Pacific coast from

which its steep ascents arc some 20 to 50 miles inland. This

range is quite unbroken, though cros.sed by roads for men and

animals, and generally rises to 14,000 or 15,000 feet above the

level of the sea. The snow-line of Peru, is about 16,000 feet

above the level of the .sea, so that but few summits arc snow-

capped, and these arc all, as far as known, in the range along

the coast. The pas.ses of the Peruvian mountains, are among

the most elevated in the world, Tlic road from Lima to Tar-
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ma and Pasco, ascends to a height of 15,760 feet above the level

of the sea. The highest mountain in Peru, is the volcano Mis-

ti^ in tlie department of Arequipa, and 20,300 feet above the

level of the sea. The peaks of Pichu, Charcani, and the Pan

do Azucar, from 17,000 to 18,000 feet above the sea, are in

the .same actively-volcanic di.strict. In the 16th century, the

old city of Arequipa, situated among the.se craters, was buried

under the ashes of an eruption from Mt. Misti, and subse-

quently rebuilt on its present site, seven miles further froTii

the volcano and toward the west. The tract of land desig-

nated as la costa, or the coast, lying between the Peruvian

Codillera Occidcnt.al and the Pacific, nowhere over fifty miles

wide, slopes to the sea with a very rapid and irregular descent,

the surfaee being broken by deep gullies dug out by the tor-

rents flowing from the mountains to the ocean. Though gen-

erally the beds of rivers, mo.st of these gullies are dry the

greater ]>art of the year. The ridges between the rivers arc

from ten to ninety miles wide and perfect deserts. Since its

occupation by man, the coast of Peru is suppo.scd to have

been elevated by an interrupted upheaval some 85 or more

feet. The crest of the Cordillera Oriental, or proper Ande.s,

in Peru, is flattened into the table-land of Cuzco, having an

area of some 15,000 .square miles and ranging from 11,500

feet in the .south, to 12,500 feet in the north, above the sea.

The table-land of P.o.sco, north of Lima, is some 14,000 feet

above the sea, and but about 1,500 feet below the line of per-

petual snow. Some of the valleys enclosed by the Peruvian

mountains, are among the hottest localities in all the Amcri-

can countries of the tropics. Flowing from the Cordillera Occi-

dental on the eastern side, the rivers Maranon, Iluallaga and

Ucayali are important, as far as the volume of their swift

waters is considered, they finding their way among the moun-

tains and joining the Amazon as the chief tributaries of that

stream on its course to the Atl.antic. The Apurimac, Uri-

bamba, Javary and Purus, arc great rivers of the .same region.

The eastern part of Peru slopes to the valley of the Amazon,
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forming n country of dense forests in an unknown rainy re-

gion of torrid heat and tropic vegetation, inhabited by roving

or other Indians where not unpopulated.

The geology of Porn has not been thoroughly explored ex-

cept in certain limited fields of observation. One of the prom-

inent features of the whole territory, is the recurrence on the

coast, and in the interior, of tracts of red sandstone often ac-

companied by vast depo.sits of salt. Granite and porphyry

arc the principal rocks of the coast and the highlands. Over

7,000 feet above the sea, and upwards, except the highest pla-

teaux, called paramos.^ the mountain country of Peru is denomi-

nated the sierra, a region of which trachyte, augite, porphyry

and orite, are the principal rocks. Tbc great mountains of

Peru north of 8 degrees, latitude South, are all of trachyte.

The more elevated ground, bordering the valleys between Lake

Titicaca and the famous city of Cuzco, is chiefly clay slate;

in the neighborhood of the city of Arequipa, and between

there and Lake Titicaca, the soil is very largely of volcanic

origin. Peru has been famous for us mineral and metallic

wealth, especially in the precious metals, ever since its discov-

ery by the Spaniards under Pascual de Andagoya in 1522, and

its conquest by Pizarro from 1531 to 1540. Even before

these dates, the country of the Incas was widely known among
the Indians for its abundance of gold and silver. In 1512, the

son of the Indian cacique Comogra, informed Vasco Nunez de

Balboa, then the governor of a small Spanish colony in Dari-

en, that well to the south of his father’s dominions, there was

a great country and a wonderful people, where gold was in the

most common use and considered of no more value than that

given to iron by the Spaniards. That country Balboa sought,

but failed to discover, yet the report of the Indian was subse-

quently learned to be at least founded on facts, as has been re-

lated in the early part of this article.

Gold is at present found in numerous places in Peru, and

almost all the mountain streams bring it down in small parti,

cles with their torrents, and form deposits in their sands, often
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of considerable richness. The mountains in almost every di-

rection present veins of gold, with silvc’’ and copper, and often

in quartz lodes. The gold mines of Carabaya are the most

important workings of the country. As numerous as the

sources of Peruv'ian gold are, the product of this metal has in

modern times been small compared to the common yield of

silver, an account of which will be given on a future page to be

devoted to that metal. Since 1836, the principal wealth of

Peru has been derived from the deposits of guano, and of

nitre, with which commodities part of its territories supera-

bound. Until a few years past, Peruvian mining has been in

a backward state, but the introduction of railroads and im-

proved machinery, with more modern processes, has brought

about a favorable change in that and many other branches of

industry. At present Peru, with Bolivia, against Chili, is

engaged in a protracted and ruinous war; what the conse-

quence to these countries, and the working of their mines, may
be, it is impossible to predict. There is no good re.ason, how-

ever, why Peru should not be for the future, as in the past,

one of the world’s wonders as a producer of silver, while,

as for ages, a fruitful, well-known and permanent source of

gold.

Ascending northward the Pacific coast of South America,

at 5 degrees 30 minutes latitude South, near the widest part

of the continent, we enter the territories of I>a Bcpublica Del

Ecuador. The boundaries of Eucador, which derives its name
from its situation under the equator, arc unsettled, and a large

part of the country unexplored, but it is generally considered

to be included between the latitude already named, and 1 de-

gree SO minutes North, and longitude 09 degrees 52 minutes

and 80 dcgrcc.s 35 minutesWcst. The e.xtrerne Icngtli of Ecua-

dor is al)6ut 740 miles, from cast to west, and the breadth some

520 miles from south to north, or the reverse. Including the

Gallipagos islands, which lie under the equator (area 2,951

square miles), Ecuador presents a surface some 254,951 square

miles, or by plauimetric calculation, 248.580 square miles, in
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extent. The sinuous coast-line of this country, with numer-
ous indentations, is over 700 miles louo-.

Ecuador has a more varied topography than any other
countiy in the world

j
nine-tenths of the whole region is oc-

cupied by immense snow-clad mountains, almost endless for-

ests, and \\ ide-spread llunos^ or savannas. The Andes cross
Ecuador from south to north. The range is divided, as in
1 cru, into the Cordillera Occidental, or coast range, and the
Cordillera Oriental, or eastern mountains, which run parallel,

about 40 miles apart, and enclose for 300 miles 4n elevated
valley, whicli is divided by inferior ranges, and subdivided by
fidges into the plains of Quito, Ambato, and Cuenca, and
smaller irregular sections. The western or Cordillera Occi-
dental, attains an elevation in the great volcano of Chimbo-
razo, of 21,422 feet above the sea, but the range has no other
point more than 17,500 feet above the coast. The Quito
plain is 9,500 feet above the sea, the Ambato plain 8.500, and
the Cuenca plain 7,800 feet above the sea. The Cordillera
Oriental, or eastern range, presents a number of grand peaks
and summits, more than 18,000 feet above the coast line.

Kowhere in the entire Andean system of mountains, are
the separate peaks so grandly developed as in the Euca-
dorian region.

^

The single valley of Quito is surrounded by
twenty volcanic mountains of great elevation and remarka-
bly perfect forms

;
one is a perfect trunacated cone, another

a smooth and snow-covered grand dome, while others are
magnificent irregular crests, jagged and riven by the tremen-
dous volcanic forces to which they have been subjected for
cycles of time.

Beside the world-renowned Chimborazo, the Cordillera Occi-
dental in Ecuador, shows a dozen or more peaks fi om 1,500 to
1,960 feet above the snow line, which under the cfjuator
whereabout they are situated, is not less than 14,000 feet
above the level of the sea. In the Ecuadorian Cordillera Ori-
ental, about an equal number of similar mountains are found,
but of even greater elevation

;
of these, Cayambi, a volcano
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1&,813 feet above the pea, is situated directly under the equa-

tor, and near 77 degree^ 30 minutes longitude West, being

'the only volcanie snow-capped peak without latitude. Mt.

Imbabura, between the Cordilleras, at the northern end of the

great central valley, is a volcano 15,029 feet above the sea, and

is celebrated for discharging vast quantities of mud and water.

Cotopaxi of the Cordillera Oriental, about 19,500 feet above

the level of the sea, is the highest volcano in the world. The

crater is always smoking, and from time to time discharges

great quantities of pumice stone, the principal product of its

eruptions. Sangai, in the same range, is the most active and

violent volcano in existence. The whole Quito table-land, is

one vast volcanic hearth, underlaid by an ocean of lava, which

breaks forth sometimes from one outlet and sometimes from

another. Ecuador is pre-eminently the land of volcanoes
;

ac-

tive or extinct craters are numerous and wide.spread. Earth-

quakes are common and have been terribly destructive. The
eastern part of Ecuador is crossed from west to south-east, by

numerous ranges of mountains, which continue to the banks

of the Maranon or Amazon, and slope down into the valley

of that river.

Tlie rivers of Ecuador are numerous and many of them are

great streams. On the west, many independent rivers flow

from the Cordillera Occidental to the Pacific, while all the

drainage of the mountains east of the coast range descends,

often in sudden floods, by the channels of a number ofimportant

tributaries to the Amazon. Many of ttie mountain rivers of

all sizes, have worn for thcm.sclvcs deep and extensive valleys.

In the walls and terraces of these vallcy.s, and upon the sides

of the mountains, may bo found the grandest, but for the most

part unimproved, opportunities for geologic observation.

Granitic, gneissoid, and schisto.«e rock.s, arc the principal ma-

terials of the bodies of the mountains; along their sidc.i are

found immenpc beds of gravel and volcanic debris, with a

numl)er of vast, old and cold lava streams; the mountain sum-

mit.s are capped with trachite and porphyry, rising in barren
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desolation above the line of vegetation, and of perpetual snow^

to fields inaccesiiible to the foot of man.

With all the granduer of its geology and topography, and

tlie energy of its volcanic action, Ecuador is, as far as explored,

le.ss rielily supplied with mines and minerals than any other

country of South America, Silver, gold, iron, mercury, lead^

tin, zinc, copper, antimony, manganese, alum, sulphur and salt,

are reported, but few of these have been found in sufficient

quantities to become of great industrial or commercial im-

portance, Gold, mixed with silver, has been procured for a

long time from the neighborhood of Zarume in the province

of Loja; the gold mines of the elevated regions of the Cordil-

leras were abandoned long since. Gold is said to be washed

from the mountains by the greater part of the Ecudorian riv-

ers flowing to the Amazon, and is actually gathered by the

Indians from the beds of the Napo and some of its confluents;

in the Canelos territory, and more especially from the Bobo-

naza. The Canelos gold in the native state is 22 carats or

938§ fine, and that secured from the valley of the Napo
but 20 carats or 833J fine. The town of Azogues derives its.

name from its quicksilver mines, and similar ores are mined

in the city of Loja. Nearly all the sources of quicksilver in

Ecuador, have been found unprofitable since the discovery of

that metal in California. Without unexpected discoveries,

the product of gold in Ecuador must continue quite unim-

portant, At present, the few gold mines operated, arc all in

the mountains along the coast of the Pacific ocean.

To the north of Ecuador lies the territory of Estados Uni-

dos dc Colombia, the Republic of the United States of Colom-

bia, extending from 2 degrees and 30 minutes, latitude South,

to 12 degrees 20 minutes, latitude North, and from 65 degree.**

50 minutes to 83 degrees 5 minutes, longitude West. Colom-

bia consists of the confederated states of Antioquia, Bolivar,

Boyaci, Cauca, Cuninamarca, Magdalena, Panama, Santander,

and Tolima, and comprises a large part of the old Spanish

vice-royalt}^ of New Granada.
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The area of this eountry is about 500,000 square miles. It

has a coast line on the Atlantic, of more than 1,000 miles,

with an abundance of bays and natural harbors. The Pacific

coast line is less important, though of about equal extent, in-

dented with the great bay of Panama and jiossessing several

well-known seaports. The surface of Colombia is nearly

equally divided into mountain, valley and plain. The we.stern

part is one of the most mountainous districts in the world.

The Andes in the south, near Ecuador, form au extensive pla-

teau, called the paramo of Vera Cruz, which has au elevation

of about 11,095 feet above the sea. From this pa?-amn, the

mountains form three ranges, running north nearly parallel.

The Cordillera Occidental, or coasi range, which here bears

the name of Cordillera dc Clioco, is the least remarkable, be-

ing of comparatively low elevation, and in places worn away

into what may be regarded as mere rounded hills. The Cor-

dillera de Choco is, however, the most extensive range, as at

latitude 7 degrees 30 minutes North, it turns to the north-

west and extends, almost unbrokenly, along the isthmus of

Panama. The central range, or Cordillera of Quindiu, is at

first the highest of the three, containing the snow-clad peak.s

of Iluila, Kuiz, and Tolima, the last being the higiiest of the

Andes north of the equator. In latitude 5 degrees 5 minutes

North, the Cordillera of Quindiu sinks below the snow line,

and some three degrees fiirthcr on, in the same direction, dis-

apjicars in the valley of the Magdalena river, about longitude

07 degrees Wc.st. The eastern lange, called the Coflillera de

la Suma Paz, takes a more north-easterly course than either

of the others. Between 7 degrees and 8 degrees, latitude

North, at the paramo of Pamplona, the eastern range divides

itself, the ofishoot pa.ssing into the territory of Venzuela, and

the direct line keeping almost due north to G.allinas Point,

already noted as the northernmost land of South America. The

highest summits of the Cordillera dc la Suma Paz, arc the Alto

dc el Trio, 9965, Boca del Monte, 12,735, and the Alto dc cl

Viejo, 12,965 feet above the level of the sea.
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Eastward from the slopes of the Cordillera dc la Suma Paz,

the surface of Colombia descends toward the valleys of the

Orinoco and Amazon rivers; the north eastern district, as far

south as the river Vichada, at about the center of Colombia,

is almost an unbroken plain, treeless, and, in the rainy season,

grassy, and an immense cattle pasture. Swamps occur, but

in the dry season, the plains arc arid and sunburnt. South of

these llanos, the Columbian valleys are covered with great

tropical forests, often j)resent considerable irregularity of sur-

face, and in many places are broken by variform steep rocks,

ri.sing to some 300, 600, or more feet in height, above the

level of the local surface.

The eastern boundary of Colombia is formed in part by the

great river Orinoco, into which flow the riv'ers Guaviarc,

Vichada, Meta, and many smaller streams. On the South, the

river Putumayo, which flows eastward, was considered the

boundary between Ecuador and Colombia, but on recent maps,

the line ascends the river Patia from the Pacific, and cro.sses

the Andes to descend the bed of the river Cagueta, Japura, or

Ilyapura, to the boundary in the east claimed by Brazil. The
other Colombian rivers flowing to the Amazon, are the Yau-

pes or Ucayari, and the Kio Negro, of which the Vaupes is a

tributary, and minor streams. Along the Pacific coast of Co-

lombia, south of latitude 5 degrees North, are many short

rivers and torrents flowing from the coast range, like the

streams on the same coast farther south, already described.

The greater part of the territories of Colombia are drained

northward into the Atlantic ocean, by way of the Caribbean

sea and the gulf of Darien. The principal river flowing north,

is the Magdalena, or Bio Grande, which rises in a small lake

called the Laguna del Buev, or Ox Lake, situated near the

boundary of Ecuador. The Magdalena crosses the whole of

Colombia along the great central valley between the Cordil-

lera of Quindiu and the Cordillera de la Suma Paz. On its

eastern bank, the Magdalena receives the rivers Sanza, Rio

Neiva, Cabrera, Prado, Fuzagasanga, Bogota, Carare, Ofen,
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Sagamoso, and Tlio Cesar, all of which are considerahlc streams,

and some of which, in particular the Rio Cesar, are very noble

rivers. From tlic west, theie flews into the Magdalena the

rivers La Plata, Paez, Saldana, Cuello, Guali, Samana or Miel,

Nare or Rio Negro, a number of minor streams, and that great

and almost coequal confluent, the Cauca. This last river rises

near Popayan, between the Cordillera do Choco and the Cor-

dillera of Quindiu, and flowing north in the valley formed by

these ranges of mountains, joins the Magdalena about 130

miles from the Caribbean sea. The ^Magdalena is a rapid

river, but is navigable for steamers to Honda, 5 degrees, lati-

tude North, or passable to Neiva, near latitude 3 degrees

North, something like 700 miles up the river, which is in

all some 850 miles in length. The river Cauca is, on an av-

erage, 1,750 feet higher than the Magdalena, and therefore

very rapid. Another grand and most interesting Colombian

river, is the Atrato, which rising on the western slopes of the

Cordillera de Choco, in latitude 5 degrees 20 minutes North,

flows 300 miles to the north, midway from this range to the

Pacifle coast, until at the isthmus it breaks through the moun-

tains and fulls with a mouth 1,000 feet wide and seventy feet

deep into the gulf of Darien. Ninety-six miles from its en-

trance into the gulf, the Atrato is 750 feet Avide
;
ISO miles

from the gulf the largest ships find an abundance of water in

this river; at Quilxlo, 220 miles from the gulf, the Atrato is

850 feet wide and from 8 to 20 feet in depth
;
the fall of the

stream is but 3 inches to the mile, and steamboats can ascend

to Certigui, 252 miles from the gulf, while canoes continue

navigation still farther toward Popayan.

During the year 1788, or about that time, an enterprising

monk is .said to have cut a canal from the Atrato, near Quib-

do, along a ravine called the Raspadura, across the lands inter-

mediate, to the river San Juan, which lapping the valley of

the Atrato, in l.atitude 5 degrees 20 minutes North, flows with

a navigable stream southward and eastward into the Pacific

ocean. The trutli of this story is doubted, but it is not in-
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credible
;
Colombia has many stupendous ruins, built in free-

stone as early as the time of the Incas, and there are also pub-

lic works created by the energy of the old Spaniards who
ruled the land before its independence. Dr. L. D. Tousley,

now a physician in successful practice in Philadelphia, while

traveling and prospecting through the United Stales of Col-

umbia in 1857, came upon a canal made by the old Spaniards

for the transportation of troops while Carthagena, having

been captured by the expedition under Sir Francis Drake

in 1585, was held by the English. This canal, some twenty-

four feet wide and eleven feet deep on an average, was opened

from a place called Calamar, situated on the Magdalena river, 89

miles from its mouth, to Carthagena, a large walled city, a sea-

port on the shore of the Caribbean sea, in the province of New
Granada. This canal was known to the people of the country

as the Dique^ and yet, although after the expulsion or exter-

mination of the English, used for the transportation of goods,

had during the political disturbances been neglected, and when

first seen by Doctor Tousley, was overgrown with a mat of

floating vines peculiar to the swamps of the climate, forming

a safe bridge for the pa.ssage of mounted men. With charac-

teristic North American enterprise. Doctor Tousley purchased

this canal from the Colombian Government, and returning to

Now York, fitted up a machine, with which, by the help of

the current, he freed the canal from the obstructing growth,

and in 1858 re-established boat, or howjoe navigation, between

Calamar and Carthagena, and also in connection, a very profi-

table line of steamboats on the Magdalena river. The busi-

ness thus created was sold to an English corporation and is

still continued.

While all the rest of the commercial world was seeking for

the northwest passage to India, Spain holding control of all

Central America, claimed an exclusive right to navigate the

southern seas. Fearful that a channel for ships would be

found somewhere across America, by which foreigners and

Protestants would pass to the Pacific, and encroach upon the
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religiously-protected monopoly they claimed as their own, the

Spaniards became exceedingly jealous of those who sought to

explore their American rivers. So important was this matter

considered, and so well were the Spanish statesmen acquainted

with the wonderful topography and geography of their South

and Central American colonics, that as early as 1730, Philip

II, king of Spain, promulgated an edict, denouncing the pen-

alty of death upon all those who undertook the navigation of

the Atrato, its tributaries, or any of the rivers of the isthmus

of Central America. Needless as this pronunciamento was

found to be, its provisions were for some time kept in force;

quite in keeping with the tyrannical and often, absurd policy,

by which the government of Spain, in its eagerness to in-

crease its revenues, and aggrandize the royal power, contin-

ually sacrificed the interest of its colonists, hindered the devel-

opment of its vast foreign possessions, and finally, created the

industrial, social, and political conditions, which led to rebel-

lion, revolution, and the absolute independence of all the

South American Republics.

The geological features of Colombia are extraordinary and

complex. Traces abound everywhere of the most stupendous

earthquakes and floods, resulting in such a displacement, de-

rangement, and heterogeneous intermixture of the primitive

and sedimentary strata, as to be most perplexing to the ob-

server, and render even an outline classification almost impos-

sible. Great rivers, and even small streams, have in places

cut their channels through mountains of the hardest rock to

an immense depth. The bed of the stream of the Rio Minero

lies at the bottom of a chasm, a canyon, or valley of erosion

formed by the force of the current, to a depth of 10,050 feet.

Vast subsidences occur in the surface, and there are many
great caverns resplendent with glittering stalagrnite.s. In other

localities, and often near the chasms and abysses described, im-

mense rnas.ses of rock have been upheaved, Air above the gen-

eral level, over which they hang in toppling and impassable

grandeur. Wonderful changes have been wrought in parts
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of Colombia by fire and flood even within the past four or

five centuries
;
the same volcanic causes arc still active

;
in

Batan, near Sogamoso, in the heart of the Andes, where the

elevation would indicate a temperature so low as to destroy any

but the hardiest growth, the soil is so much heated by sub-

terranean fires as to produce all the fruits of the tropic zone.

None can predict what may occur in such a region at any

time, to change the condition of the surface, or perhaps divert

the course of an important river.

The underlying formations of the geologic strata of Colom-

bia, arc the igneous and metamorphic rocks, the great mas.ses

of the mountain ranges being made up of gneiss, granite, por-

phyry, and basalt. In places, the Carboniferous strata have

been developed to a considerable extent, but are now to be ob-

served in a strange state of confusion, the con.sequence of some

unknown disturbance. The slopes of the Cordilleras arc very

often covered by deep beds of gravel, while the valleys are

filled with various alluvial deposits of quite different periods.

From the boundaries of Costa llica, midway of the great isth-

mus to the north, all along the borders of the Caribbean sea,

to the western line of Venezuela, the territories of Colombia

abound with rich gold-bearing alluvions of a very extensive

formation. There is probably no Colombian state that has

not at some point, or at many places, a soil containing gold in

quantities sufficient to pay for working. Among other dis-

tricts, those of Choco, Antioquia, Mariquita, Popayan, Pam-

plona, Ocana, and Bucaramanga, are said to have auriferous

beds of exceeding richness. The gold-bearing sands of Antio-

quia are reported to yield nearly as good results as those of

California. The \va.shings for gold along the valley of the At-

rato river are extremely productive. The mining operations

of Colombia were, until of late, all carried on with the rudest

machinery, and yet gold has been secured in very considerable

quantities; more would probably be done, but many of the

deposits of the northern valleys are in localities opprcs.sed

with torrid heat and an unhealthy climate, where, as at Car-
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thagena, tlie yellow fever is endemic, or native and peculiar to

the place, and the myriads of insects make life almost unen-

durable. Diamonds are found with the gold dust at Antio-

quia, and emeralds, amethysts, and other rare and precious

stones are procured from different localities. The emerald

mines of Muzo, in the state of Boyaca, among the mountains

of the Central Cordillera, in the valley of Tunja near Bogota,

arc worked in a rude and careless manner, yet are the only

source of the genuine stone, and yield enough to supply the

constant demand for their product made from Europe and the

rest of the world.

Of all the abundant metals of Colombia, gold is most widely

diffused, and has been taken from the still prolific soil for ages.

Before the arriv'al of Europeans in South America—the Span-

iards under Alonso de Ojeda reaching Colombia in 1499 and

1501—the native Indians of the region now included in Colom-

bia, made free use of gold. The Miuscas or Chibcha.s, a very

remarkable aboriginal tribe or people of the northern j>art of

South America, who located their government on the table-

lands of Bogota and Tunja, not only used gold for decorative

purpo.ses in general, like the Quichuas to the south of them

under the rule of the Incas, but actually had money of gold,

cast in uniform pieces of e.xact weight, and everywhere cur-

rent. The gold produced in New Granada, now mostly in-

cluded in Colombia, was at one time a source of great revenue

to the Spanish government, thousands of Indians and of Ne-

groes being compelled as peons or slaves, to labor in gathering

the precious metal for the benefit of the crown. During re-

cent yeans, greater tranquility has obtained in Colombia;

transportation routes and roads have been multiplied and im-

proved, education has been encouraged, made compuhsory for

the finst time in America, and in part popularized; meanwhile

industrial pursuits and commerce have made remarkable pro-

gress. The gold of Colombia is jirincipally secured by wash-

ings of the sands and alluvial deposits, but hydraulic mining,

as practised iu California, was introduced in 1870, and the hill
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and valley workings for the preeious metals arc alike gradu-

ally being brought under a more systematic and scientific

method of operation. The state of Antioquia is the most im-

portant gold-producing region of Colombia; 15,000 or more

men and women arc employed in mining. The export of gold

and silver from the capital of Antioquia during the year 1875,

was valued at $2,403,241, the yield of more than eighty dif-

ferent lodes of the precious metals. Rich as the ores of Co-

lombia are, the mine.s, on account of the want of routes of

transportation, unfavorable climate, civil war and misgovern-

rnent, have often been operated at a lo.ss
;
with the establish-

rncait of the reforms already noted, better general results arc

certain, and doubtless the United States of Columbia will con-

tinue, as their territories have been for centuries past, one of

the important gold- producing countries of the world.

Xorth of Brazil, and east of the United States of Colombia,

between latitude 1 degree 8 minutes South, and 12 degrees 10

minutes North, and longitude 60 degrees and 73 degrees 17

minutes "West, lies the country governed by the Republic of

Ycnczucla. The greatest length of Venezuela is about 9C0

miles, from cast to west, and its greatest width, from north to

south, 770 miles; the area, including the islands of the coa.st,

has been variou.sly estimated from 403,000 to 431,000 square

miles. The coast line from the boundary of Briti.sh Guiana

on the southern shore of the main mouth of the river Orinoco,

runs in general west-north-west to Cape Chichibacoa, the north-

eastern extremity of the Goajira peninsula, to the west of the

mouth of the gulf of Maracaybo. The length of this general

line is some 1,584 miles, although to follow the shores of the

various bays and inlets, increases the distance to 2,000 miles.

Of this coast, but a tenth, or about 200 miles, is directly ex-

posed to the Atlantic ocean. From the Boca de Navios, the

principal mouth of the Orinoco, 65 miles wide, the coast runs

west-north-west, west of the British island of Trinidad, to tlie

shore of the gulf of Paria, a distance of some 200 miles. The
first 90 or 100 miles of this line, lies across the northern part
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of the great delta of the Orinoco, and over very low lands,

part of which arc covered by the sea at high water.

The surface of the delta of the Orinoco is divided into many
islands formed of alluvial deposits, and is generally overgrown

with trees. The peninsula of Paria, between the Caribbean

sea and the gulf of Paria to the north, is a ridge of high rocks.

As far as Barcelona, near latitude 65 degrees West, the coast

continues rocky, though it becomes by degrees less elevated

and more even. To the west of Barcelona, the coast is low

and sandy, but at Cape Codera it rises into a rugged rocky pre-

cipitous wall, which forms the shore to the gulf of Triste.

To the west of the gulf of Triste, the bcaeh is low and sandy,

broken by mangrove marshes, or ri.sing into an occasional

bluff. The peninsula of Paraguami, east of the gulf of Mara-

caybo, is rocky, and the northern part of the coast of Goajira,

west of the gulf, to Cape Chichibacoa, presents an unbroken

perpendicular precipice of rock, of considerable elevation.

There arc 71 islands along the coast of Venezuela; a few of

them arc in the mouths of rivers, or in Lake Maracaybo, and

these arc formed of deposited mud and sand; but the greater

number arc more or less off shore, and of volcanic origin.

The largest of the i.slands is called Margarita, and of itself

constitutes a state
;
the others are of less importance and .some

quite small and unproductive. Venezuela has 32 seaport.s,

some of which arc the finest harbors in the world.

Venezuela contains three mount.ain regions, which alto-

gether cover a territory of .some 107,000 .square miles. The

mountains, which arc in the north-west, north-ea.st, and south-

east portions of the countrjq form two .separate .systems. The

first is connected with the Andean range in Colombia. At
the paramo of Pamplon.a, in Columbia, west of the north-

western border of Venezuela, the mountains form a node or

knot, in latitude 7 degrees 15 minutes North, and longitude

73 decrees West. This knot of mount.ains divides; the first

branch runs north, and under the name of the Sierra de Ocana,

reaches the boundary of Venezuela, in latitude 9 degrees
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North. On the frontier, the range is called the Sierr.a, de Pc-

rija, and under that name continues north to the peninsula of

Goajira, where its elevations are known as the Montes de

Oca. The Sierra de Perija, or the Montes de Oca, are no-

where over 5,000 feet above the level of the sea. The second

and principal branch from the Pamplona mountain node, re-

ceives the name of the Sierra Nevada de M4rida, and inclining

to the north-east, crosses the country about a hundred miles

south of Lake Maracaybo, with a mean elevation of 6,000 feet,

to termin.ate in the Sierra Costanera, the Venezuela coast

range^ with a mean elevation of 4,800 feet, at longitude 68 de-

grees 30 minutes West. The Sierra Nevada de Merida com-

prises 31 summits over 10,000 feet high. The highest land

in Venezuela is found in two peaks of the Sierra Nevada, one

being described variously, as from 15,000 to 15,310, the other,

from 15,066 to 15,342 feet above the level of the sea, the only

points in the country above perpetual snow.

The second system of the mountains of Venezuela, is that

of the immense region, south and south east of the Orinoco

river. This district is occupied by the Parima, or Parime

mountains, and contains the Sierra de Pacarairna, which forms

part of the boundary of the country on the south. The sum-

mit of the Parima is 7,608 feet in height, and beside Mt. Ma-

ragnaca, which has an elevation of 8,151 feet above the level

of the sea, the range contains a great number of lofty summits.

There are also a number of isolated peaks in this most moun-

tainous section of Venezuela, chiefof which, the Duida, stands

^,823 feet above the level of the sea. The state of Guayna,

which comprehends that part of Venezuela south of the Orin-

oco river, is to a great extent an unknown region, difficult to

explore, and almost, as far as inhabited, the home of various

tribes of uncivilized Indians.

Venezuela is in general a very well watered country, with

the exception of some arid plains and table-lands, a number of

which are treeless deserts. There are many lakes and lagoons

in various portions of Venezuela; over 200 such bodies of
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water are known, and more, doubtless, remain undiseovered.

The lake Valencia, which the Indians call the Tacariqua, is

on the southern margin of the pleasant valley of Aragua, and

situated 1,599 feet above the sea; there are 22 islands in the

lake, and its waters are decreasing from evaporation. The
most important lagoon is the so-called Lake Maracaybo, in the

state of Zulia, and nearly 100 miles long. Lake Uiiare pro-

duces excellent salt. Lake Lagunillas in M4rida, is famous

for yielding urao, called trona in commerce, which is the .ses-

qui-carbonate of soda.

The rivers of Venezuela are numerous, and many of them

important as large navigable streams, though sometimes flow-

ing through an unexplored and mo.stly uninhabited country.

The Orinoco, the third in size of the rivers of South Ameri-

ca, is 1,500 miles long from its origin among the mountains

of the state of Guayana
;

it drains an area of some 250,000

square miles, and after receiving the waters of more than 400

navigable rivers, enters the Atlantic ocean in vast volume

through 17 di.stinct mouths, the principal of which forms

a very turbulent bay sixty-five miles across. There are more

than 1,000 rivers in Venezuela, and only 12 of the number

have their origin beyond the limits of the republic. The

Caribbean se.a, with the gulfs of Venezuela and Paria, receive

230 rivers, and 400 lesser, vet considerable streams. One liun-

dred perennial rivers flow into the lagoon of Maracaybo, and

in the rainy .sea.sons, 400 other streams discharge themselves

into the same body of water. However, the great body of

water flowing from the territories of Venezuela, falls to tlu»

Oronoco valley—and so to the ocean. In the lower lands

along the Oronoco, the Indians live in huts elevated on plat-

forms, and .sometimes built in trees, in order to .secure them-

selves from the great and not unfrequent inundations. Some
of these people seem half-amphibious in their manner of ex-

istence.

The geology of Venezuela has not been well explored, ex-

cept in certain di.stricts which were more or le.ss examined by
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Unmboldt and Schomburgk. The Sierra del Berganlin, and

the mountains in the north-west of the country, which arc

connected with the Andes, as for east as about longitude 70

degrees West, are granitic
;
the rocks of the Sierra Costanera

or Venezuela coast range are metamorphic
;
but the surface

rocks of the states of Falcon, and Zulia, in the north-west,

lying east and west of the lake and the gulf of Maracaybo,

are for the greater part of the carboniferous strata. The great

llanos or plains of the interior and south-east of Venezuela,

supposed to have onee been the bed of a vast inland sea, have

an argrllaceous surfoee, while beneath the clays and earths is

found a sub-stratum of Calcareous rocks. The islands off the

Venezuela coast present, in the structure of their rocks, traces

of their volcanic origin. The details of the geology of this

whole region await discovery and investigation.

Venezuela is one of the most notorious earthquake areas on

the globe; considerable shocks are frequent, and actual earth-

quakes, or movements of the strata and surface of the earth,

quite common. These last, are often very disastrous, and

sometimes, terribly destructive and desolating. An earth-

quake which occurred in the month of February, 1610, de-

stroyed a number of towns in Tachira and Merida; another

taking place in October, 1796, laid the Avhole town of Cumna
in ruins; but the most fearful convulsion of all, came on

March 26th, 1812, and w'ith a horrible loss of life, utterly

overthrew the city of Caracas, which at the time had about

3,000 inhabitants.

The most eastern part of Venezuela, and the island Mar-

garita, were discovered by Columbus on his third voyage

during 1198. The next year, Ojeda, and Vespucci, explored

a large part of the coast, to which they gave the name of

Costa Firijie, and Christobal Guerra made a voyage from Spain

to discover the commercial value of the new-found country.

The aboriginies of the islands and coast of Costa Firrne, were

found to possess an abundance of pearls, taken from the bays,

and large quantities of gold, which, last the Spaniards imag-
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ined must have been obtained from excessively rich mines in

the interior. The Spaniards gave the name of Costa Firme,

to all the north-eastern part of South America; the present

name of Venezuela, was derived from the circumstance that

when the first explorers entered the gulf and lake of Mara-

caybo, they found an Indian village built upon platforms

supported above the water on piles or poles driven into the

bottom of the lake, as is now done by the aboriginies of the

Orinoco valley. The appearance of the Indian lake town, as

described, reminded the Spanish voyagers of the famous pile-

founded, canal-divided littoral Mediterranean city of Venice,

and in great good humor, they named the town over Jake

Maracaybo, Venezuela, which signifies. Little Venice; and

from this small beginning, this name became that of a great

territory, as at present
;
the old title of Costa Firme, being

called to memory only by the firm and rock-bound shores of

a large part of the country.

The first European settlements in Venezuela, were at Cum-
ana in 1520, and at Coro in 1527. The emperor Charles V
at about this time, entrusted the whole northern part of Costa

Firme to a family of Augsburg merchants named Welser, who
held those lands as a fief of the crown of Castile. The agents

of these merchants made great, but ill-directed cflbrts to obtain

gold, and about 1540, the precious metal was discovered at

several places on the coast, but the Wclscr’s were ignorant of

the management of colonics, and their agents neglected every-

thing in their anxiety to kidnap the Indians, who being taken

from their homes were sold into slavery. In 1542, the Em-
peror of Spain resumed possession and direct control of all

Costa Firme, but the gold mines were found too poor to pay

the expenses of working, and the pearl fisheries, which had

for a time been productive, became e.xhausted. It was not

until 1634, when the Dutch took possession of the island of

Curacao, and Ixigan to cultivate cacao and indigo, and to smug-

gle the .same f.om the main-land, that the natural resources of

Venezuela came in part to be developed.
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Diamonds have been found in Venezuela in the state of

Nueva Esparta, or Margarita; and in tlie state of Bolivar,

amethysts have been secured. In the great southern state of

Guayana, gold mines have been opened, and some of them are

still productive. The state of Bolivar, on the north of Vene-

zuela, contains gold in a number of places, and gold dust is

found in the sands of many of the rivers which in different

states flow into the Caribbean sea. Beside the gold, silver oc-

curs in several states, to be noted hereafter ; copper is abundant

in the Sierra Costanera along the sea shore, yet the mines

once productive, were of late unworked
;

tin, zinc, lead, quick-

silver, antimony, and fine beds of iron are known, in various

parts of Venezuela; but owing to an ignorance of mineralogy

and mechanics, among the people, and to the frequency of po-

litical broils and disruptions in the country, the mines of Vene-

zuela are still in an undeveloped condition. V ith the pro-

gress of the republic in civilization, industry and commerce,

now well begun, a larger yield of the various metals, gold in-

cluded, may be expected.

The territories of British, Dutch, and French Guiana, Guy-

ana, or Guayana, east of Venezuela, lying with a low muddy
shore on the Atlantic ocean, are more distinguished fbr their

remarkable topography and fertility, than for any known
mineral wealth. These Guianas extend from latitude 0 de-

grees and 55 minutes, to latitude 8 degrees 40 minutes North,

and from the coast in longitude 51 degrees 30 minutes, to 61

degrees West, comprising an area of 195,000 square miles.

The coast line is 740 miles long
;
the surface of the land along

shore, when drained and cultivated, sinks a foot or more below

the level of the sea, from which it has to be permanently pro-

tected by dikes. Inland, the lowlands rise into grassy plains

or level forests, which rise into hills, succeeded by mountains,

some of which are very remarkable and jneturesque, the high-

est point, !Mt Roraima, being 7,500 feet above ihe sea, crowned

with an immense plateaux of rock, and presenting an exten-

sive precipice 1,500 feet high. Thus far, the principal im-
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portance of Guiana in connection with the histo’^y of gold, is

ill the fact that it was visited by Sir Walter Raleigh in search

of that metal in 1595, and unsuccessfully explored by him for

mines of the same in 1617.

As a natural geographical division, Central America would

include all the narrow, devious portion of the continent which

lies between the isthmus of Tehuantepec, and the isthmus of

Darien, connecting North and South America. Politically,

Central America includes the five independent Republics of

Costa Rica, Nicaragua, IIondura.s, San Salvador, and Gauterna-

la, the isthmus of Panama being regarded part of South Amer-

ica, since assigned to the United States of Colombia; while

the isthmus of Tehuantepec and the peninsula of Yucatan, are

made parts of North America, being incorporated with the

.states of Mexico. By this arrangement, the limits of Central

America are fixed at latitude 7 degrees and at latitude 18 de

grees North, and between longitude 82 degrees and 93 degrees

12 minutes West, a territory from 800 to 900 miles long, and

varying in the actual breadth of the lands included from 28 or

30 to some 300 miles, the area of the same being some 175,-

000 square miles.

The mountain ranges of Central America, are geologically

distinct from the Andes of South America, being of a different

age and general direction. The Andes may be considered as

ending at the neck of the Panama isthmus, where the Naipi

and Cu pica valleys, reach from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and

are nowhere more than a few hundred feet Above the level of

the sea. Most of the surface of the isthmus, between latitude

8 degrees and 9 degrees North, is less than 130 feet above the

sea, and the region, for a hundred or more miles in width,

must be regarded as a space between separate systems of high-

lands. The mountains of Central America, though descril>ed

ns a chain, form numerous detached ranges, which are divided

into groups, each taking its name from the locality wherein

it is situated. The mountain group.s, present {waks from 3,000

to 11,000 feet in height above the level of the sea. There are
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many volcanoes, among which those of Fuego and Agua are

respectively, 13,000 and 14,000 feet above the sea. During

the Tertiary j)eriod of geology, the Central American isthmus

was the bed of a broad strait, and so remained to the end of

the Pliocene, or to the commeneement of the Post Pliocene

period and the occurrence of the upheaval. The geologic base

of Central America is a substratum of granite, gneiss, and

mica skte, while an abundance of basalt and other igneous

rocks, are scattered over the surface, and prove the intensity

of former volcanic action. The extended development of

trachytes indicates a still precedent age of volcanic eruptions,

during which fiery period, the greater part of the Tertiary

strata were changed to porphyritic rocks. Such at least is

Uie supposition, from the fact that the porphyries rest in Cen-

tral America upon the cretaceous limestones. The clays and

sandstones of the Cretaceous age have been metamorphosed

in many places, where they are now presented as granitic

rocks. The mineral wealth of Central America consists of

gold, silver, iron, lead, and mercury
;
the mines of gold, silver,

and iron are worked, bnt not extensively, and the principal

interest of the country is in the fact that it presents two or

three and possibly more practicable routes for an inter-oceanic

canal from the Atlantic to the Pacific, one or more of which

in the hands of Corporations now organized and active, may
soon become the channel of a vast commerce, which will

change the wliole condition of that entire section of the Ameri-

can continent.

The territory of the independent state of Costa Kica, con-

tains many and great mountains, several of which are volcan-

ic. Earthquakes are common; the town of Cartago was de-

stroyed by a very severe earthquake in 1841. Of the 21,495

square miles of land in Costa Pica, but 1,150 square miles arc

under cultivation. The Atlantic slope of the country, is near-

ly covered with almost impenetrable forests, the abode of

many utterly uncivilized and often hostile Indians. The
Costa Rica country toward the Pacific, is more open, j)rescnt-
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ing wide savannahs or llanuras bordered by aecessible wood-

lands. The rivers of Costa Rica are numerous, but small, and

flow both into the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Costa Rica

has no manufactures worthy of note, but the country is rich

in minerals and metals; the mines have been less developed

than in some adjoining states. The gold mines of Costa Rica

have received more attention than any other metallic depo.sit.s,

and have been found very rich. The most imjiortant of these

are said to be the mines of Trinidad, four miles inland from

the seaport of Punta Arenas, and 1,200 feet above the sea, and

worked on a small scale by a company of Costa Ricaians. The
product of the mines of Trinidad is taken from quartz veins,

and is naturally about 17^ carats, or about 729^ fine. Ne.xt to

the mines of Trinidad—perhaps equal—sometimes declared

superior, are the mines of the Cerro del Aguacate, in the

forest of Aguacate, between San Jose and the coast of the Pa-

cific. Tlic Aguacate gold mines have been worked ever since

1821
;
they were recently owned by the Costa Rician corpora-

tion called “Compania de la Montana del Aguacate,” which

although employing a poor method, in an imperfect manner,

secured good results. Another of the gold mines of these

mountain forests, is called the Sacra Familia, situated a slight

distance from the old workings previously noted, and 3,000

feet above the level of the sea. The mine of the Sacred Fam-

ily has two chief veins, one of galena, zinc and silver, with

grey copper ore-bearing silver
;
the second is a lode of gold-

bearing quartz, resembling the veins wrought at the mines of

Trinidad. The Sacra Familia veins, worked on a small scale

by private persons, yield gold of about 15J carats, or 645 5-6

fine. The mines of the forest of Aguacate, were expected

to produce gold to the value of $10,000,000 during the year

1872. There certainly is gold in the great unexplored forests

of Costa Rica, and in time important discoveries of the pre-

cious metal in that section, would not surprise the geologist

or ])ractical miner, but for the present, the climate, the popu-

lation, and the natural inaccessibility of the district, turn aside
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the course of the prospecting traveler to fields where greater

safety is sure, and equal success probable.

North of Costa Rica, the isthmus widens into the territo-

ries of the state of Nicaragua, which has an area of about 58,-

000 square niiles, containing numerous highlands, many con-

siderable mountains, and a number of volcanoes of considera-

ble elevation. Of these, Chonco Viejo rises to 6,266 above

the level of the sea, and Coseguina is celebrated from the fact

that though but 3,835 feet above the sea, during an eruption

in 1835, it scattered its ashes, over a circle 1,500 miles in di-

ameter. There are beside the great volcanoes, extinct and ac-

tive in Nicaragua, many small craters, mostly extinct, and nu-

merous vent holes, called in/erntllos, emitting smoke and sul-

phurous gases. The whole center of the territory has been a

field of intense former volcanic action and earthquake violence,

the force of v.-hich still remains in part, and is constantly more

or less exerted, among the rocky evidences of its former great

activity. The rivers of Nicaragua are numerous, and some of

them are as extensive as the country, and in part fit for navi-

gation of the lighter kind. The Rio San Juan del Norte,

which flows from the lake of Nicaragua to the Atlantic ocean,

is passable for bongos and boats for its whole length of 120

miles, and has been made famous by the proposal to make it,

as the only possible channel, part of the inter-oceanic canal.

The region of Nicaragua of interest to the miner, lies among

the mountains in the northern part of the country
;
there the

strata are in connection with the metalliferous ranges farther

north in the territories of Honduras. In the district of Sego-

via, the rocks are for the most part quartz and gneiss, over-

lain in many places by sharply-inclined contorted schists, con-

taining fine quartz veins. Unstratified beds of gravel, some

200 or 300 feet thick, are found near Ocotal
;
they are princi-

pally composed of quartz sand, and contain many blocks of

quartz and talcose schist, which are riven into angular bould-

ers sometimes as much as fifteen feet in diameter. The great

mining center of Nicaragua is the gold field Chontales at Lib-
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ertad, where over 300 different mines of gold have been dis-

covered, several of w^hich were of late profitably managed by

English, German and French corporations. The gold of Chon-

tales is taken from rich auriferous quartz lodes, lying in fis-

sure veins, mostly running from cast to west, and cutting

almost vertically through beds of dolerite. The quartz lodes

vary in thickness from 1 to 17 feet, in a length of no more

than 100 yards. The gold procured here, is an eleclrum^

formed of about 3 parts of gold to 1 of silver. The gold lodes

are also found to contain, in places, sulphide of silver, per-

oxide of magnesia, peroxide of iron, sulphides of iron and of

copper, and occasionally ores of lead. There are several mines

of silver in Nicaragua, but slightly worked, to be noted in a

future page. Copper, iron, lead, tin and zinc, antimony and

quicksilver are among the metals of the country. Coal has

been found, but doubtless the full development of the mineral

wealth of the state dejicnds upon the hoped-for progress of the

future.

To the north-w’est of Nicaragua, and between latitude 13

degrees 10 minutes and 10 degrees 5 minutes North, and

longitude 83 degrees 12 minutes and 89 degrees 47 minutes

West, lie the territories of the republican state of Honduras.

The country is supposed to have derived its name from the

Spanish word hondura, meaning depth, on account of the deep

waters of the bay of Honduras. From the island of Guanaja,

or Bonacca, off the coast of Honduras in the Caribbean sea,

Columbus first saw the main-land of Central America during

his voyage in 1502. Honduras is 440 miles in length from

east to west, and its greatest breadth is 200 miles from north

to south
;
the area of the country is about 50,000 square

miles. The Atlantic coast-line is continuous for 400 miles,

but the Pacific coast extends but GO miles to where the ter-

ritory of San Salvador occupies the north-western shore of

the very commodious bay of Fonseca. Honduras compre-

hends the greater part of the mountain region of Centr.al

America, the Sierra Madrc, and the branches of that moun-
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tain range occupy the western part of Ilontluras. The Sierra

Madre enters the country from Gauternala, and at the moun-

tain node or knot of ^lereudon, divides into the range called

the Espiritu Santo, or the Grita, which having an average

elevatioiY of 8,000 feet, ends in Mt. Omoa, 9,000 feet above the

sea on the shore of the bay of Honduras, near the 88th meri-

dian of longitude, and into a second range called the Pacaya

mountains, which taking a course more in general to the

south, ends in the group of mountains called the Selaque, the

highest of which being also the highest land known in Hon-

duras, stands i0,000 feet above the level of the sea. There

are numerous minor ranges of mountains in the country, run-

ning in various directions, a number of them joined together

between the valleys of the principal rivers which flow to the

Caribbean sea. There are numerous mountain groups and

many wide table-lands and terraced plains. The Sulaco moun-

tains, are quite lofty, and from them streams descend to either

ocean. It is to be noted, although traces of former eruptions

are abundant in Honduras, the mountains of the country do

not display the present volcanic activity to be observed in

Central Nicaragua, in Gauternala, in San Salvador, and along

the Pacific coast elsewhere. The bay of Fonseca is, however,

suppo.sed to be of volcanic origin.

The principal rivers of Honduras are the Segovia, Coco,

Oro, or Wanks; the Ulna, formed by the Santiago and Hu-

mu}m and their tributaries, the Santa Barbara and Sulaco

;

the Rio Tinto; the Patuca and its tributaries, among which

is the Guayape; the Chamelican and other streams flowing to

the Atlantic. The Goascoran and Choluteca are two consid-

erable streams which empty into Fonseca Bay. Large tracts

of eastern Honduras arc but partly explored, and considerable

districts of great beauty and fertility are inhabited only by

independent .semi-civilized or savage Indian.s.

The geology of Honduras, though corresponding in general

to that of the territories of Central Ameriea already described,

presents a great wealth of valuable marbles, minerals and
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inctaL;. Although the forests of the eountry have been a

source of great profit since the IGth ecntur\'^, the mines of

IToncluras have been the most important of its industries.

Silver and gold are the most abundant metals found, the veins

and deposits of these metals discovered and worked lierc being

the richest of any known in all Central America. The silver

mines of Honduras are mostly in the south-western moun-

tains, while the gold is more abundant along the shores of

the Caribbean sea and the bay of Honduras, which form the

eastern coast. Many of the mines of Honduras were formerly

successfully worked by foreigners, Englishmen and others,

but of late, owing to the want of roads and the political dis-

order.s, mining has much decreased. Few gold mines are now
operated, the most important and almost only ones open being

those of San Andrts in the department of Graoia.s, and those

near San Juan Cantaranas in Tegucigalpa. There are abun-

dant and rich deposits of gold in the sands of various streams

in Honduras; extensive and very profitable washings for gold

dust arc carried on along the banks of the rivcr.s Guayape, Ja-

Ian, and Guayambre. The portion of Honduras occupied by

Indians exclusively, is known to be rich in precious metals,

and it may be expected that in time the supply of bullion

from this country, reported at $600,000 value for the year

1872, may be much increa.scd.

fi'he extreme north-eastern corner of Central America for

an area of .some 13,500 square miles, is a British colony under

tlie name of British Honduras, or the Balizc. The surface of

this country is rough, but none of the many mountains pre.sent

an elevation of more than 4,000 feet above the level of the

sea. The principal rocks are of the primary or calcareous

strata. The forests yield an abundance of valuable wood and

lumber, which constitutes the greater part of the export trade.

The rivers are the Hondo, Balize, Now River, Manatee, Sibuu

and others. In the sands of some of the streams of British

Hon luras, gold has been discovered, but the actual amount
hitherto .secured is unknown. '
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The republic of Guatemala, or Guatimala, occupies the lands

which lie between from latitude 13 degrees 42 minutes or 50

minutes, to latitude IS degrees or 18 degrees 15 minutes North,

and from longitude 88 dearrees or 88 degrees 14 minutes, to 93

degrees 5 minutes or 12 minutes South, the boundaries of the

country and of part of the adjoining states not being accurately

determined. The greatest length of Guatemala is from north-

east to southwest 325 miles, and the greatest breadth about

300 miles, the area being about 40,777 square miles. The

eastern coast of Guatemala at the head of the bay or gulf of

Honduras, there some 50 miles wide, extends in a general but

irregular line toward the northwest, and is, with its indenta-

tions at Amatique Bay and elsewhere, some 75 miles long.

The western or Pacific coast, which forms a regular but slight-

ly convex line, also toward the north-west, is 175 or more

miles in extent. The country has neither been carefully ex-

plored or completely surveyed.

Guatemala is mountainous in the greater part of its c.x-

tent, yet no continued range of mountains cros.ses its territo-

ries. The principal mountains of this region are in an irregu-

lar chain along the Pacific coast, generally from 40 to 45 miles

inland, having an average elevation of some 7,000 feet, but no-

where rising above tne line of perpetual snow, or about 14,500

feet above the level of the sea. In the south-west these moun-

tains are called the Sierra dc las Nubes, in the north west the

Sierra Madre, and at the boundary of the Mexican state of

Chiapas the mountains of Istatan. The table lands of the

Mexican state of Yucatan extend southwest into the territo-

ries of Guatemala, covering the greater part of the surface of

the country. Toward the coast along the Pacific, the elevated

surface descends rapidly, and its abrupt declivities present to

the sea the appearance of a continuous range of mountains,

the crest of the slope being moreover marked by a series of

volcanic elevation.s, a number of which are still active. The
elevated levels of Gautemala arc not true jfiatcaus such as are

found in Mexico, but broad valleys among the extremely va-
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ricd mountain slopes and terraces. From the Pacific coast, va-

rious ranges of greater or less extent extend toward the ea.st,

among which the Sierra de Chama, of various local names, the

Sierra de Santa Cruz and the Sierra de las Minas, arc noted.

The Sierra do Copan forms the boundary between Guatemala

and Honduras. The volcanoes of Gautemala are numerous

and in the same line with those of San Salvador and Nicara-

gua
;
at the center of their greatest elevation and action, the

Volcano dc Fuego, is the principal volcanic hearth of Central

America. Counting the extinct and active volcanoes of this

country, over 30 considerable craters are known. Among the

active volcanoes are Mts. Pacaya, on the southern shore of

lake Amitlan
;
Volcan de Fuego, 12,821 feet above the sea, in

latitude 14 degrees 27 minutes 25 seconds North, which is in

a state of permanent eruption, di.scharging masses of lava and

smoke everyday; Atitlan, 11,849 feet above the sea; Que-

saltcnango, 9,358 feet above the sea; Tajumulco, which was

in eruption during the earthquake of 1863, and most famous

of all, near the Volcan de Fuego, the Volcan de Agua, or

"Water volcano, 13,108 feet above the sea. This last-named

volcano is .so called because in 1541 it discharged down its side

a deluge of water which destroyed the old city of Guatemala,

the ruins of which are now called Ciudad Vieja. This cata-

cl}'sm is supposed to have been caused by the bursting of a

lake iu the crater of the mountain. The mountain groups

which, forming parallel ridges, intcr.sect, as has been described,

the eastern slope of the surface of Guatemala to the bay of

Ilondura.s, are nowhere more than 500 or 600 feet above the

valleys which lie between them. In the volcanic district, the

table-land is some 5,000 feet above the sea.

Guatemala is a well-watered country. On the Pacific slope,

the rivers are numerou.s, but short, small and rapid. Of the

.streams flowing e.astward, there arc .some of considerable .size

and importance. The Kio Grande, which flows into the Mo-

tagua, forms with that river a stream nearly 300 miles long,

navigable to within 90 miles of the cajiital. The U.suma.''inta,
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or Usumacinta, is 3 j0 miles long, but not at all navigable for

craft of any inorportance. The Polochic, or Polochique, is a

beautiful stream 150 or more miles long, but too rapid for

navigation by anything but rafts and bongos. An immense
number of minor streams unite to form these principal rivers,

and in their rapid cour.se convey from the mountains and up-

lands such an amount of alluvium as' to form in several in-

stances bars and shoals at the mouth of tlie main rivers.

Neither the mountains or the rivers of Guatemala have

been fully explored, and the maps of the country in common
use are quite unreliable.

The geology of Guatemala has never been thoroughly ex-

amined
;
the only authorities upon the subject are two French-

men, Dollfus and ^lontserrat, members of the great French

expedition sent out a dozen or more years ago to explore

Mexico and the adjacent regions. The report of these gentle-

men was published in Paris in 1868, and in it the savants

merely claim to have made a general and preliminary survey

of the Guatemalian strata. The basis rock of the district is

said to be granite, Avhich with trachytes and various forms of

porpyry mixed with and overlain by the products of volcanic

action, forms the great body of the Sierra Madre mountains.

A curious natural feature of the volcanic region of Guatemala,

is to be observed in one of the many lakes of the country.

Lake Amatitlan, twelve miles long and three miles wide, sit-

uated near the town of the same name, is famous on account

of the large masses of pumice stone which lie upon its .shores,

and of which, large pieces are constantly floating about on

the surface of the water.

The slope of country eastward from the Pacific coast range

to the Atlantic, exhibits an abundance of mica schi.sts and cal-

careous formations, supposed to be sedimentary deposits of the

Jurassic period. From the crest of the Sierra Madre to the

Pacific, the abrupt declivity is covered with alluvium washed

from the summits and uplands. The bones of the mastadon

and elephant are to be found in places. The porphyritic
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rocks determine the structure of the country. Some of the

strata are essentially metalliferous, and gold, silver, copper

and iron eould be mined to a profit, yet Guatemala has no

mines of any considerable importance. Under the rule of the

Spaniards, some 40,000,000 pesos, $6,400,000, of silver were

secured at Alotcpcqne, where the mines are still worked,

but with less satisfactory results. There are c.xtensive mines

of lead known in the departments of Iluehuetenango, Vera

Paz and Totonicapan. The only working for lead of which

report is made, and the sole mining industry of Guatemala, is

carried on in the neighborhood of Chiautla in Totonicapan,

and chiefly by the Indians of that region.

'I'he republic of San Salvador, one of the smallest indepen-

dent countries of the world, is the most populous state of

Central America, and has a better educated body of citizens

than any other member of the confederacy to which it belongs.

The territories of San Salvador lie between latitude 13 de-

grees and 14 degrees 30 minutes North, and longitude 87 de-

grees 30 minutes and 90 degrees 20 minutes "West, along the

Pacific coast about 160 miles, with an average breadth of from

40 to 50 miles, comprising an area which has been variously

estimated from 7,500 to 9,600 square miles. A narrow tract

of low fertile land, about 20 miles wide, formed of alluvial de-

posits from the interior, extends along the coast of San Salva-

dor for some 125 miles north-west of Fonseca Bay to the town

of Libertad, Ixjyond which the surface becomes elevated and

irregular. The interior of the country is traversed through-

out its length by a chain of mountains formed of several short

ranges of moderate elevation. Some 12 or 15 miles from the

coast, there is a series of volcanoes, as follows : Apaneca, 5,826

feet
;
Isalco, an unceasing volcano, 4,060 feet

;
San Salvador,

7,376 feet: San Vicente, 7,500 feet; San Miguel, 6,680 feet;

Santa Ana, 6,615 feet; Cojutepeque, 5,700 feet; Tccapa, 5,200

feet; Usulutan, 4,250 feet; Chinaincea, 4,750 feet; and Con-

chagua, 4,750 feet above the level of the sea. San Salvador

has frequently suffered from earthquakes.
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The chief river of San Salvador is the Lcmpa, a deep but

rapid stream which rises in the lake of Giuja on the north-

eastern boundary of the state, and flows first east, then south,

for 150 miles in all, more or less, and empties -into the Pacific

ocean some GO miles north-west of the southern boundary of

the country. The only good seaport of San Salvador, is the

very safe and commodious harbor of La Union, on the western

shore of Fonseca Bay, Although San Salvador has a well-

endowed University, and compared to her sister states, a fairly-

educated population, a profitable agriculture and some manu-

factures, )'et owing to political and social causes, the general

progress of the state has been hindered. The hills, highlands

and mountains of the country contain countless veins of vari-

ous metals, among which those of the precious kind are not

wanting; excellent iron ore is mined near Metapa, but the

rich lodes of silver are almost entirely neglected
;
the product

of gold is too small to be known, and the mineral wealth of

the state quite undeveloped.

NORTH AMERICA.
The territory of North America presents the general form

of a triangle, extending from its apex in the south, at the

boundary line of Mexico; in latitude 15 degrees North, and

about longitude 92 degrees 12 minutes West, from Greenwich,

to Boothia Felix in Bellot strait, latitude 71 de<?rees 55 min-

utes North, and longitude 92 degrees 25 minutes West, and

from Cape St. Charles on the coast of Labrador, in latitude*

52 degrees 17 minutes North, and longitude 55 degrees 35

minutes West, to the Prince of Wales cajxj in Behring strait,

in latitude 65 degrees 30 minutes North, and longitude 167

degrees AVest. To the north of the mainland, the islands of

North America form an Arctic archipelago, which extends to-

ward the North Pole beyond the limits of pre.scnt discovery.

The area is e.stimated at from 7,400,000 to 8,657,500 square

miles. The eastern coast is indented by many great bays, and

extends along the main sea and around the shores of Hudson’s
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Bay, the gulf of Mexico, and other smaller bodies of water,

from Barrow strait, above the 75th parallel of latitude North,

between longitude 90 degrees and 100 degrees West, to the

southern boundary of Mexico, on the Caribbean sea, in lati-

tude 18 degrees 30 minutes North, and longitude 88 degrees

West, a distance of 13,000 miles. The western or Pacific

coast of North America, extends from Barrow strait to the

southwestern corner of Mexico, in latitude 16 degrees North,

but on account of the regularity of the shore, and the absence

of any considerable gulfs or»bays, it is but about 11,000 miles

long, making the entire coast line of North America 24,000

miles. If to this is added the shore lines of the adjacent

islands, the extent of coast is increased to about 29,969 miles.

The mountains of North America form three great systems,

which with their extended wafer sheds, divide the whole im-

mense region, into four vast hydrographical basins. These

discharge their rivers respectively into the Pacific, the Arctic,

the Atlantic, and the gulf of Me.xico. Minor ranges of moun-

tains subdivide these basins into two or more parts each. As
a whole, the mountainous and the level regions of North

America, nearly equal each other in extent of surface. The
principal mountains are on the Pacific coast, and in general

terras may be said to extend the whole length of the territory.

To the main range, the old Spaniards gave the name of Sierra

Madre, and the whole system has been regarded as a continua-

tion of the Andes, but for reasons already given in the ac-

count of Central America, it may be considered a separate, yet

somewhat similar geologic structure. By English-speaking

people, the North American Sierra Madre or Mother Pange,

has been called the Rocky Mountains, which title is made to

cover in a somewhat indefinite manner, all the highlands of

the broken chain from the low valleys and plains e.xtended

acro.ss the isthmus of Panama, to the extreme north in Alaska.

Specifically, the Rocky Mountains are included in the central

range in the United States and the British po.sses.sions. The
Rocky Mountains include several almost parallel ranges like
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the Andean Cordilleras. The average elevation is from 5,000

to 9,000 feet above the sea, but there are many lofty summits.

North of the gulf of Tehuantepec, in Mexico, in latitude 16

degrees North, and longitude 16 degrees West, a mountain

range arises, which under the name of the Sierra Madre, ex-

tends northward, growing wide as it continues, to latitude 21

degrees North, covering, in a broken and irregular way, the

country from the gulf of Mexico to the Pacific ocean. The
highest peaks in Mexico are Mis. Orizaba, 17,809 feet; Cofre

de Perote, 14,310 feet; and Popocatapetl, or Popocatepetl, 17,-

744 feet above the sea. North of the 21st parallel of latitude,

the isolated peaks and table-lands of the ^Mexican mountains

areyesolved into three connected chains forming the Cordillera

de Sonora, the Sierra Madre, and the Cordillera Oriental, which

continue into and cross the United States in three main ranges

known as the Sierra Nevadas, the Eocky Mountains, and the

Sierra Madre. In the United States, from latitude 85 degrees

to 40 degrees North, the Rocky Mountain system is most ele-

vated; there are many peaks more than 14,000 feet above the

sea, and the passes between the summits arc not more than

from 3,000 to 6,000 feet less in heighth. The Mount of the

Holy Cross in the Rocky Mountains, is 17,000 feet; the Big

Horn, 15,000 feet; and Mount Lincoln, 14,300 feet above the

sea. The Sierra Nevadas and Coast Range are united in the

Cascade mountains, which continue north near the Pacific

coast of British Columbia and end in Alaska
;
the highest

peaks arc Mt. Fair Weather, 14,735 feet, and Mt. St. Elias, in

latitude 60 degrees 17 minutes 35 seconds North, 17,900 feet

above the sea. In the United States territories of Utah, Wy-
oming, Idaho, and Montana, are several ranges, the Wasatch,

the Bitter Root, the Wind River, and Big Horn, known in gen-

eral as the Rocky Mountains, the grand chain continuing

north, and under the jiame of the Chippewayan mountains,

crossing British America some 500 miles eastward from the

Pacific coast, forming the watershed west of the Mackenzie

river, and ending upon the coast of the Arctic ocean in lati-
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tude 70 degrees North, and longitude 70 degrees West. The
Pinal and the Mogollon mountain ranges, are found in Ari-

Kona
;
the Sierra Madre crossing New Mexico, is in Colorado

broken into many short ranges and numerous famous ]>eaks,

north-east of which, in Wyoming and Dakota, are found the

isolated groups of the Black Ilills, beyond hich lies the

great valley of the Missouri river.

The mountains of North America which lie along the At-

lantic coast, from 00 to 200 miles from the sea, and thence in-

land, are included in the Appalachian system, consisting of

several parallel ridges which form the two main ranges of

mountains. The Appalachian mountains ri.>e in the northern

part of the state of Alabama, in the United States, about lati-

tude 34: degrees North, and longitude 86 degrees West, from

the level of the local slope toward the gulf of Mexico, and ex-

tend to the north-east for 1,300 miles, ending at the promon-

tory of Gaspc on the gulf of St. Lawrence, about latitude 48

degrees 45 minutes North, and near longitude 65 degrees

West. The eastern range of the Appalachian system is

formed of the Blue Ridge of Georgia, North Carolina and

Virginia, the South mountains of Pennsylvania, the High-

lands of New York, and the Green mountains of Vermont.

Tlie western range is formed of the Cumberland mountains of

Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, West Virginia and

Pennsylvania, the Alleghany mountains, which run parallel

to the Cumberland mountains for almost their whole length,

and the Catskill and Adirondack mountains in the state of New
York. Between the two great Appalachian ranges, lies a

nearly continuous valley, called according to locality, the val.

Icy of Tennessee, the great valley of Virginia, the Cumberland

valley, the valley of the Hudson river, and the valley of Lake

Champlain. The greatest elevation of the Appalachian moun-

tains is in their southern portion, whence northward they

gradually decline. The highest summit is Mitcliell’s ]>eak in

North Carolina, 6,732 feet above the sea
;
in the same .section

are many points over 6,000 feet above the sea. Mount Wash-
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ington in New Ilampshire, one of an isolated group detached

from the Green mountains, is 6,285 feet above the sea. Mt.

Marsfield, the highest summit of the Green mountains, is 4,-

359 feet, and Mt. Marcy, the loftiest of the Adirondacks, 5,337

feet above the level of the sea. The entire Appalachian

ranges arc broken across in places by gaps, low pa.sses or val-

leys, through which rivers flow, canals have been dug, and

railways constructed, by means of which an active commerce

is readily maintained between the states of the Atlantic coast

and the great region of the valley of the Mississippi river.

North of the gulf of St. Lawrence, the Appalachian system

of mountains is traced in a range called the Watchish, the

greatest height of which is but from 1,500 to 2,000 feet above

the level of the sea. Nevertheless, such is the severity of the

climate of Labrador, that the summits of the Watchish range

are covered with perpetual snow. West of Hudson’s Bay, a

ran 2:e of mountains extends in a broken line from about lati-

tude 50 degrees North, to the shores of the Arctic ocean.

Still to the west is the great region of Lakes Winnipeg and

Manitoba and the valley of the Saskatchawan river; north of

which, extended to the Rocky Mountains, is another lake

country containing Lakes Deer, Wollaston, and Athabasca, the

Great Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake, and the great Mackenzie

and other important semi-Aretic rivers. At a varying dis-

tance north of the 52nd parallel of latitude, the country be-

comes quite unfit for cultivation, and the geography of the

north part of the continent is better known to the hunter, the

fur-trader, and the Indian, than to trie rest of mankind.

From a district on the northern border of the United

States, east of the Rocky Mountains, and about latitude 50 de-

grees North, and longitude 30 degrees West, there gradually

arises a broad low swell of land which having no definite sum-

mit and seldom rising over 1,500 feet above the sea, extends

thence eastward. This upland is so broad and rises by such

moderate declivities, that the direction of its slope can be de-

termined in casual observation only by noting the direction of
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the streams flowinpr across the surface. Before reaching the

head of Lake Superior somewhere about longitude 17 degrees

West, the elevated land divides into two broad ridges which

diverge to the north-east and south west, and form the basin

of the great lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, Eric and Onta-

rio, and connect with the highlands of the valley of the river

St. Lawrence, through which, after passing the falls of Niag-

ara, the waters of the.se lake.s, the vast drainage of the center

of North America, are discharged into the Atlantic ocean.

North of the great lakes and of the river St. I.awrence, are

a number of short rivers which flow .south into them, but

about 75 miles from the north shore of Lake Superior, there

are springs, the head-waters of rivers flowing north into Hud-

son Bay and toward the Arctic ocean. The watershed to-

ward the great lakes from the south, is very low, narrow and

inconsiderable. At the City of Chicago, in the state of Illi-

nois, 18 miles north of the southern end of Lake Michigan

and in latitude 41 degrees 50 minutes North, and longitude

87 degrees 33 minutes 40 seconds West from Greenwich, a

bayou or lagoon called the Chicago river extends about five-

eighths of a mile westward from the lake
;
this body of water

then forms two branches, each about two miles long, extend-

ing the one toward the north-west, nearly parallel with the

lake shore, and the other south-west in the same manner, and

then west. This is the harbor of Chicago, the most impor-

tant grain port of the world. Into the harbor flow several

sluggish streams by which the surface water of the adjoining

prairie was formerly gradually drained into the lake. From
the head of the south branch of Chicago river there was for-

merly a portage of only about three miles to the Illinois river,

and in seasons of high-water the Indians used to pass entirely

over this interval, paddling in their canoes. The Illinois and

Michigan canal was dug along this route ,96 miles to La

Salle on the Illinois river. During the years from 1866 to

1870 inclusive, this canal, being 160 feet wide, was deepened

at a cost of $3,251,621, the highest level, 26 miles long, being
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excavated with the bottom on a line feet below the com-

mon level of Lake Michigan. In con.scquence, the navigation

of the canal was improved, and more important and remarka-

ble, a current was created wdiich keeps clean its own channel,

drains the harbor of Chicago, and carries its sewage, with the

waters of Lake Michigan, at the rate of a mile an hour, into

the Illinois river, to be borne by that stream and the rapid

Mississippi, into which it flows, onward even to the distant

gulf of Mexico. The south shore of Lake Eric is bolder and

in places well elevated, as at Cleveland, Ohio, yet it is nowhere

more than a hill ridge, but still is part of the slight barrier

w'hich diverts the waters of half the territories of North

America, dividing them, as its gentle slopes may tend, to the

Arctic or Atlantic ocean, or to the gulf of Mexico.

The great rivers of North America, are the Missouri, the

Ohio river, and Mi.s.sissippi, the St. Lawrence, the Mackenzie,

the Kwichpak, or Yukon, the Columbia river, the Colorado

river, and the Rio Grande del Norte. The Missouri and Mis-

sissippi form one great stream which flows from near the cen-

ter of North America, through one of the most remarkable

and extensive valleys in the world, .south ward into the gulf of

Mexico. The Mis.souri river (Mud river), rises in several

small streams among the Rocky Mountains near the bounda-

ries of Idaho and Montana, near latitude 116 degrees West.

The Wisdom river, one of the principal streams which unite

to form the head-waters of the Missouri, rises within a mile of

the springs of Clark’s Fork, a tributary of the Columbia river.

The waters of Wisdom river entering the Missouri, flow

southward 2,988 miles into the Mi.s.sis.sippi, and thence 1,286

miles into the gulf of Mexico. The distance from the conflu-

ence of the Wisdom, JeflersOn, Madison and Gallatin rivers,

which form the Missouri, to the gulf of Mexico, is 4,194 miles.

The waters of^the springs of Clark’s Fork flow into the Co-

lumbia river of Oregon, and westward for some 1,400 miles

into the Pacific ocean, in latitude 46 degrees 20 minutes North.

Thus a single square mile of land divides its drainage between
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outlets which by the course of the streams are more than 4,000

miles apart.

The Ohio river, known as la belle riviere^ to the early

French emigrants, is the largest branch of the Mississippi

flowing from the east. The Ohio is formed by the confluence

of the Monongahcla and Alleghany rivers, at Pittsburgh, in

the state of Pennsylvania, in latitude 40 degrees 26 minutes

34 seconds North, and longitude 80 degrees 2 minutes 38 sec-

onds West. The Alleghany river rises in Potter county,

Pennsylvania, near the southern boundary of the state of New
York, and at first flows north a few miles into the last-named

state, in about latitude 42 degrees 20 minutes North, and lon-

gitude 79 degrees W est. At a point but 35 miles south of Lake

Erie, the Alleghany turns toward the south-west. In Penn-

.sylvania, the Alleghany receives the waters of French Creek,

a stream which is ascendca by small steam-boats, to the town

of Waterford, but 14 miles from Tjake Erie, the head- waters

of the Creek being still to the north, and very near the lake

shore. Small steam-boats also ascend the Alleghany river 240

miles to Clean, New York, about 45 miles from the head of

the stream. At the springs of the Alleghany river, there are

a few acres of land, the drainage of which flows, as chance, or

very slight irregularities of surface may determine, either

southward, by way of the Susquehanna river to Chesapeake

Bay
;
northward, by way of the Genesee river into Lake On-

tario and the gulf of St. Lawrence; or nearly w'est- south-west,

by way of the Alleghany, Ohio, aud Mississippi rivers to the

gulf of Mexico. From the springs of the Alleghany to the

outlet of the Ohio into the Mississippi, at Cairo, in latitude

36 degrees 59 minutes, and longitude 89 degrees West from

Greenwich, by the course of the' stream, is 1,260 miles; the

length of the Ohio below Pittsburgh, is 975 miles; its width

from 1,000 to 3,000 feet. In a direct line, the dijtance between

the points named, is about three-fifths of that traversed by the

tortuous rivers.

The area drained by the Ohio is the center of the eastern
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part of the United States, a region some 214,000 or more

square miles in extent. The valley of the Ohio i.s in general

uniform, the rivers rolling*smoothly through a mostly level

country, but having in some places eroded channels of some

depth in the limestone and other strata, the abrupt, sloping or

terraced walls of which, though seldom picturesque and never

grand, are yet of great geologic interest. From the extent of

surface drained, the Ohio is liable to great fluctuations in its

volume; the entire river rises 45 feet above low- water during

its floods, and its upper portion at such times increases in depth

50 and sometimes 60 feet. At the lowest stage of water, boats

come up no farther than "Wheeling, West Virginia, 86 miles

below Pittsburgh. The Ohio is often frozen over in winter,

and for a number of week.s, according to the severity of the

season, navigation is obstructed by floating ice. At Louis-

ville, Kentucky, nearly 600 miles from Pittsburgh, the Ohio

river de.scends a rapid, or “falls,” over limestone rocks, falling

for 2^ miles some 27 feet, with a current of from one to three

miles an hour. These rapids are ascended by some of the

steam-boats, but there has long been a canal around them

which admits and passes steam-boats of 3,000 tons burthen.

The valley of the Ohio is extremely fertile, and is the scene

of an immense agriculture; manufactures thrive there
;
coal,

iron, and other mines are enormously productive: considera-

ble cities are frequent, and these, with other circumstances,

make the Ohio one of the most useful and important rivers of

North America.

The Missis.sippi river (Indian Miche-Sepe, Great River, or

Great Father of Waters), is in connection with the Mi.ssouri,

the longest river in the world, unless the Nile of Africa may
measure more. The Mississippi itself rises in a beautiful lake,

clear and deep, 7 miles long, and from one to three miles wide,

in latitude 47 decrees 14 minutes North, and longitude 95 de-

grees 2 minutes West. This lake was called Omoshkos Sag-

aigon by the Chippewa Indians, liac la Riche by the French

traders, and Itasca by Schoolcraft, who saw it in 1832. Lake
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Itasca is 1,675 feet above the level of the sea, and^ts waters

flow rapidly south all the length of the Mississippi river for 2,-

616 miles into the gulf of Mexiec^ The Mississippi river re-

ceives through its many tributaries the drainage of about

1,350,000 square miles of territory, the various streams con-

tained therein having a navigable length of about 35,000

miles, varying with the stage of water.

The St. Lawrence river flows directly from the eastern out-

let of Lake Ontario eastward 750 miles to the gulf of St.

Lawrence. The St. Lawrence is 2^ miles wide where it leaves

the lake, and more than 30 miles wide as it enters the gulf.

The early French geographers legardeil the great lakes of

Korth America as part of the St. Lawrence river, and stated

its source to be the river Nipigon, on the north side of Lake

Superior, or the St. Louis river, flowing into the south-w'est-

ern e.xtrcmity of the same lake. From the head of either the

Nipigon or St. Louis rivers to the gulf of St. Lawrence, is

more than 2,000 miles. The St. Lawrence river drains a ter-

ritory of over 600,000 square miles, and its basin has been

calculated to contain “more than half of all the fresh water on

this planet”
;
the recent discovery of the great African lakes

makes the conclusion doubtful, however. The St. Lawrence

river is navigable by sea-going ve.ssels for 600 miles to the

city of Montreal. Above this j)oint there are rapids, which

though descended safely by steam-boats drawing seven feet of

water, are very difficult of ascent even by the same boats; in

con.sequence, canals have been constructed along the river, and

by these, as supposed to be completed and ready for use, the

summer of 1880, vessels of 270 feet of total length, with a

beam or width of 45 feet, and drawing from 12 feet to 14 feet

of water, can pass from Duluth, Minnesota, in latitude 46 de-

grees 48 minutes North, and longitude 92 degrees 6 minutes

West, or from Chicago, aud without breaking bulk, convey

the grain and other produce of “the great North-West” to

any port in the world.

The Mackenzie river, named after Alexander Mackenzie,
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who discovered it in 1789, flows from the Great Slave Lake

w'est, in latitude 60 degrees 30 minutes North, and longi-

tude 40 degrees West, and runs to the north-west 1,200 miles

to the Arctic ocean, which it enters through several mouths

in about latitude 69 degrees North, and longitude 60 degrees

West from Greenwich. The head-waters of the Mackenzie

river are really found in the springs of the Athabasca, Atha-

pesco, or Athapescow river, which rises in the Rocky Moun-

tains in latitude 52 degrees 10 minutes North, and longitude

about 40 degrees West, a short distance from the source of

the Columbia river of Oregon. From about the first of June,

the Mackenzie river is free from ice and navigable all summer
for small steam-boats from the Great Slave Lake to the Arctic

ocean. The row boats of the voyagers of the Hudson Bay

Company, ascend with but two portages the Mackenzie river

and its tributary, more than 2,000 miles from the Arctic ocean.

The Columbia or Oregon river, was discovered and navi-

gated in 1792, by Capt. Robert Gray, who crossed its bar

in the ship Columbia Rediviva, of Boston, Mass, and gave the

name of his vessel to the rapid stream. This river was first

explored in 1804 and 1805, by Captains Lewis and Clarke, un-

der orders of the United States War Department. The Co-

lumbia river rises in Otter lake, on the we.storn slope of the

Rocky Mountaims, in latitude 50 degrees 30 minutes North,

and longitude 39 degrees West
;
the river flows north-west,

west, and south into the United States, and .so across Wash-

ington territory to latitude 46 degrees North, where on the

northern boundary of Oregon, it turns quite abruptly West,

and continuing that general course, forms the same boundary

to the Pacific ocean, which it enters after a course of over 1,-

200 miles in latitude about 46 degrees 15 minutes North, and

longitude 47 degrees West. Though of great volume, the

Columbia river has a very rapid current; the violence of its

flow expels the sea-water, and its waters are very little brack-

ish, even on the b.ar at its mouth. Ocean steamers, draining

less than 20 feet of water, can enter the Columbia river at low
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tide and ascend the stream 115 miles to Vancouver. Small

steam-boats of 200 or 300 tons, ascend the river 165 miles to

the Cascades. Here, there is a portage by railroad for six

miles, when navigation is continued for 40 miles to the Dalles.

Above this, by means of portages around various falls and

rapids, the lighter kind of navigation is pushed northward

beyond the boundary of the United States and to Upper Ar-

row lake, in latitude 50 degrees 30 minutes North. The Co-

lumbia river flows through a nearly wild and remarkable

country but partly known, and presents along its course among
the mountains, the most sublime and beautiful scenery.

Tlie Colorado river, otherwise the Rio Colorado (Red River),

or Colorado river of the West, formed by the confluence of

Green and Grand rivers in the south-eastern part of the terri-

tory of Utah, about latitude 38 degrees North, and longitude 33

degrees West, is in many respects very remarkable stream.

The Colorado river is about 1,200 miles long, but its principal

tributary, the Green river, rises at Fremont’s Peak on the bor-

ders of Wyoming territory, whence southwest to the gulf of

California is more than 2,000 miles. Between longitude 35

degrees and 38 degrees West, the ColoTado river, as a mighty

torrent, forces its way across the line of the mountain ranges,

creating for some 200 miles a Grand Canon, gulch or ravine,

the nearly perpendicular walls of which are from 4,000 to

7,000 feet in heighth above the water. There are other

Canons along the Colorado and its tributaries, of a tremendous

nature, but less important than the one described. The Grand

Canon of the Colorado has been pa.s.sed on a raft, and by a

United States Government e.xploring party, but the under-

taking was found e.xtremcly diflicult and most terribly dan-

gerous. The head of navigation for boats and barges on this

river is at Callville, 612 miles from its mouth.

The Rio Grande, Rio Grande del Norte, or Rio Bravo del

Norte, is a very singular river; it rises in the south-western

part of the state of Colorado, between the mountain ranges of

La Plata and San Juan, about latitude 38 degrees North, and
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longitude 30 degrees West, whenee it flows with a general

south eastern course to the gulf of Mexico, forming, east of the

30th meridian of longitude, the boundary between Texas and

Mexico. The entire length of the Rio Grande is estimated at

1,800 miles. The upper portion of the stream descends over

many ledges and eataracts
;
the river lower down is obstructed

by numerous wooded islands and sand-banks
;
small steamers

have, however, ascended the Rio Grande to Kingsbury’s rap-

ids, about 450 miles from the gulf of Mexico. In April of

each year, the melted snows of the Sierra Mad re begin to swell

the volume of this river, whieh is soon flooded. The waters

are at the highest early in May, and fall again in the later part

of June. Soon after, the bed of the Rio Grande is fordable,

almost anywhere above tide- water. The Rio Peeo.s, the most .

important tributary of the Rio Grande, which in the spring is

a powerful river 700 miles long, presents at the dry season a

bed of dry rock or dust. These rivers flow through a rocky,

arid region for the most part, and even their valleys, from 1

to 4, or in places 10 or 15 miles wide, are fertile only when irri-

gated.

There are many other large rivers in North Ameriea, be-

side the principal ones already deseribed. Among these may
be named the St. John, in New Brunswiek

;
the Kennebec,

Penobscot, and Androscoggin, in Maine; the Merrimac, in

New Uampshire; the Connecticut, flowing south across New
England; the Hudson, in New York

;
the Delaware, flowing

into Delaware Bay, between Pennsylvania and New Jersey;

the Susquehanna, rising in New York, flowing across Penn-

sylvania and part of Maryland, to the Chesapeake Bay
;
the

Potomac, between Maryland and Virginia; the James river,

in Virginia; the Tennessee, the Cumberland, and Wabash
rivers, tributaries to the Ohio

;
the Red river, Arkansas riv’cr,

Des Moines river, and Minnesota river, flowing into the Mi.s-

si.ssippi; the Tombigbee, and Alabama rivers, in Alabama;

the St. John’s river, in Florida
;
the Chattahoochee river, be-

tween Georgia and Alabama; the Santee, and Great Pedee
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rivers, in North and South Carolina; and, west of the Missis-

sippi, in Mexico; and north in the Dominion of Canada, an

uncounted number of streams, large as these, but less famous

in history, and for the most part requiring no notice in this

very general statement.

To the geology of America, both North and South, refer-

ence has already been made in this essay, upon pages 305-6-7,

and brief as the account already given is, but little more can

be done regarding so vast and complex a subject, in the space

to which the matter must in this connection be confined, and

so with a mere glance across the continent, the student must

be referred to the numerous and well-known works of the

American geologists themselves, and the voluminous reports

of the various exjdorers. Only a protracted and thorough

study, can do even partial justice to the most interesting and

important subject, or to the elaborate works of those who
have applied themselves for many years to its investigation

and illustration. To the possibly aireless, or preoccupied

reader, it may seem that so much as has already been given,

regarding the configuration, extent, and natural features of

North America, is not altogether necessary to an account of

American And Other Gold, under which head the whole de-

scription of the mountain.s, valleys, and river.s, of its vast ter-

ritories have been introduced. It must, however, be remem-

bered, that something more than mere statistical statement is

intended, and in the broad general geographical, topographical

and geological description, those who choose to read, may
gather the special information needed for an intelligent com-

prehension of the subject of the mineralogy of the country de-

scribed, and the natural causes which have operated to form

the varied mineral and metallic deposits—the coal, iron, cop-

per, and other mines, the great veins of silver, and richest of

all, the superlatively productive gold fields of North America.

Crossing North America from the east, along the line of

latitude 39 degrees 57 minutes North, which runs along Chest-

nut street in the center of the city of Philadelphia (and through
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the office of the publisher of this work), the geologic forma-

tions are discovered in the following order:

First, As in the state of New Jersey, and along the shore

of thq Atlantic to the South : The Tertiary and Cretaceous

strata, the drift of adjacent mountains, or sedimentary matter

from receding seas.

Second. Gneiss rock, in geologic order underlying the Ter-

tiary and Cretaceous formations, and presented in the surface

of the Alleghany or Appalachian mountains, though covered

in parts by the New Red Sandstone.

Third. The Palezoic rocks, of the Silurian, Devonian, and

Carboniferous strata, “curiously bent into parallel folds with

synclinal and anticlinal axes, the crests of the latter forming

the-ridges of the Alleghany mountains” which at their sum-

mits in central Pennsylvania, are 2,500 feet above the sea.

Upon these Palezoic rocks, rest the great Appalachian, Illi-

nois, and Michigan coal fields, covering an area of about 100,-

000 square miles, a large part of the territories from the Alle-

ghanics to the Missis.sippi river.

At Louisville, Kentucky, to the south of the line of obser-

vation we have chosen, and in latitude 38 degrees 3 minutes

North, and longitude 85 degrees 30 minutes West, the erosion

of the Ohio river has denuded the Palezoic rocks, which arc

there presented in a manner equalled in very few places else-

where. Along the banks of the Ohio, and at Louisville in

particular, the rotten limestones which form “the Blue Grass

region of Kentucky,” in the process of disintegration supply

the geologist with many remarkable fossils. Fine specimens

of Palezoic remains have often been taken at low water, from

the rocky shoals of the Ohio river at this city.

From the Mississippi westward along the original line of

observation, in or near the latitude of Philadelphia, through

Missouri, in the neighborhood of the town of St. Joseph, and

still west, near the northern boundary of Kansas, and across

Colorado, just north of the town of Denver, through Utah

west, passing north of the town of Nephi in that territory.
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the Palezoic rocks continue, and arc found in great mountain

folds, l)et\vccn which are broad areas of Triassic, Oolitic, Cre-

taceous and Tertiary beds.

The rocks of western Nevada and California, are mostly the

metamorphosed secondary strata, covered in part by Tertiary

sediments.

British America, north of the great lakes, shows an enor-

mous development of Laurentian and Iluronian rocks, which

arc the oldest.known geologic formations. The island of New-
foundland, and the Maritime provinces of the Dominion of

Canada, arc formed of the Pre-Silurian, Silurian, Devonian,

Carboniferous, and Triassic rocks. The Carboniferous strata

there include bituminous coal-beds of considerable extent and

commercial importance. ^

Immediately west of the valley of the Mississippi, the Ozark

mountains present elevations of from 1,500 to 2,000 feet, the

geologic structure of which contains the same granitic, car-

boniferous and other higher forms of rocks as arc found on

the opposite side of the great central North American basin,

a thousand miles to the east in the Alleghanies.

From that which has already been stated, regarding the

general character of North America, its configuration, moun-

tain structure, watersheds, lakes, rivers and geologic history

and development, the careful student will have inferred the

existence of two principal gold fields in this division of the

Western Hemisphere of the globe, the indications pointing

to the situation of these fields in the west, along the ranges of

mountains, or tlic beds of the rivers on the Pacific coast, and

in the cast, in the region of the various highlands which, un-

der the general name of the Appalachian mountains, stretch

along the borders of the Atlantic. And such is in fact the

position of the deposits of gold, the veins, the mines, the

“pockets” and other sources of that precious metal in North

America.

The western North American gold field, extends compre-

hensively over the whole mountain region west of the Mis-
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sissippi river, ami north of the isthmus of Tehuantepec, ami

Yucatan, to the extreme northern line of Alaska, all along

the shore of the Pacific ocean and far eastward toward the in-

terior. The chief production of gold has, however, been from

limited districts of this great area, and in those districts arc

found the oldest and most recent North American discoveries

of gold, as well as decidedly the most important sources of the

precious metals heretofore known, at least in modern times.

As to the abundance of gold found in the possession of the

Indians of the Pacific coast of all America, at the time of the

original Spanish explorations and conquest of the country,

after 1492, the reader will recall or refer to pages 272 to 280

of this article. In addition to the account there given, it may
be noted that the great architectural ruins of aboriginal edi-

fices abound in the region of southern Mexico, as well as in

the countries lying either side of the equator. Beginning by

wholesale extortion, and robbery of the Indian temples, pal-

aces, tombs, and other grand public buildings, the Spaniards

continued the strenuous search for gold by excavations amid

the ruins they considered it their Christian duty to aid slowly-

working time in creating. The amount of gold thus exhumed|

after the visible stores of the same had been exhausted, is, not-

withstanding the statistics of the Spanish officials, utterly un-

known, except in certain cases.

A single instance, may give some idea of the wealth, which

must have been obtained, by those who in earnest efforts to

annihilate the evidenees of a higii and benificent }’et “heathen”

civilization. Christianize their slaves, and enrich thcmselvesj

continued their work of Vandalism and rapine for generation

after generation, until even in the present, the search for

treasure among the ruins of the central part of the American

continent is continued, and is sometimes successful. In 1577, a

Spanish explorer named Toledo, dug into one of the huacas, or
^

vast pyramidal structures, tombs, or temple sites, of Northern

Peru, and from the excavation he made, obtained a quantity

of gold and silver valued at $4,450,284. The enthusiasm of

w
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avarice aroused by this and similar discoveries, was sueh that

the mines and natural sources of gold in America were for a

time measurably neglected. Waiving the question of morals,

it is easier to overreach the weak and plunder the helpless,

than to create wealth.

Mexico, or in the language of the country, Esta/lns Unidos

de derives its name from the Aztec word Mexllli. The
territories of the federal republic of Mexico are included be-

tween latitude 15 degrees and 32 degrees 42 minutes North,

and longitude 86 degrees and 117 degrees and 7 minutes West.

The shores of Mexico are bordered by a strip of low land of

sandy character some 30 miles wide, and seldom if ever over

1,000 feet above the sea. This tract appears to have been cov-

ered by the sea at a recent geologic age. Inland, immense

terraces arise to a vast table-land having an average elevation

of 8,000 feet. To the north, away from the seas, the table-

land e.xtends far into the territories of the United States. The
journey from the city of Mexico to Santa Fe, some 1,200

miles, can be made over this flattened mountain crest, with

comfort and safety in a four-wheeled wagon. Mexico con-

tains, liowever, nearly a score of mountains from 9,041 to 17,-

640 feet above the sea. Ten of these principal peaks are vol-

canoes, four of which, namely : Popocatepetl, Orizaba, Toluca

and Iztaccihuatl, have summits from 1,705 to 3,540 feet above

the line of perpetual snow. The evidences of volcanic action

are most abundant in the south of Mexico; the most active

crater is that of Mt. San Martin, or Tuxtla, near the town of

the same name in the state of Yera Cruz. This volcanoe is

crowned day and night with a column of flame, which con-

stantly ascends to such a lieight as to be visible far off shore

over the waters of the gulf of Mexico, forming thus a most

remarkable natural pharo.s, or light-house for the mariner ap-

proaching the dangerous coast.

Mexico, though discovered as early as 1517, by Francisco

Fernandez de Cordova, who vi.sited the coast of Yucatan that

year, and known to the world as a country rich in metals and
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minerals ever since Juan de Grijalva, in 1518, made a voyage

thither, explored in part the coast, opened friendly communi-

cation with the Aztecs and freighted a ship with gold, jewels,

and other treasure
;
and controlled by Europeans since its con-

quest under Ilernan or Ilernando Cortes, or Cortez, 1519-

1521
;
has never been scientifically explored. The geology of

^Mexico is but partly known. The extreme south of the coun-

try presents mountains composed for the greater part of por-

phyry, with limestone and clay slate, the last two formations

being least in extent, but most important, on account of con-

taining frequent veins of silver, copper and lead. The moun-

tains of the state of Oajaca, or Oaxaca, included between lati-

tude about 16 degrees to 21 degrees North, arc mostly granite,

this form of rock being most conspicuous in the loftiest sum-

mits of these ranges. The great central table-land of Mexico,

already described, rests upon a substratum of granite, above

which are masses of porphyries containing rich veins of gold

and silver, the other superincumbent rocks consisting of bas-

altic lavas in immense fields, trachyte, clay slate, amygdaloid,

syenite, serpentine, dolorite, limestone and sandstone. Among
the rocks are many and large caverns, that of Cacahuarnilpa

being considered the most extensive cave in the world.

"While an exploration and study of the geology of ifexico

has been neglected, it has been found a country of pre-eminent

mineral wealth
;
so far as already known, the varied mineral

and metallic resources and products of Mexico, exceed those

of any country, not excepting even the famous riclies of Peru.

Passing without further notice the valuable quarries of mar-

ble, alabaster, gypsum and rock salt, the deposits of sulphur,

the numerous small, almost entirely unworked beds of coal,

and the great number of wide-spread mineral springs, it may
be said that the base but useful metals abound in Mexico. Im-

men.se masses of iron are found at Coalcoman, in the state of

Michoacan, and at Lagos, in the state of Jalisco. The Cerro

del Mercado, in the state of Durango, is one vast and solid

mass of magnetic iron ore. In the Mexican states of Chihua-
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hua, Sonora, Guanajuato, ^fcxico, Guerrero, Jalisco and Mioh-

oacan, copper has been found in considerable quantities, gen-

erally in association with a greater or less amount of gold.

In the states of Jalisco and Michoacan, are ores of tin. Silver

abounds in practically illimitable quantities in many parts of

Mexico, and lead frequently is found in the same connection.

A further reference to Mexican silver will appear upon a suc-

ceeding I'age. The richest ores of lead are in the state of

Onjaca, or Oaxaca. The Cinnabar, or red sulphuret of mercu-

ry, has been di.scovered in many of the Mexican states. The
usefulne.ss of mercury and its ores in the reduction of silver,

was first discovered in the sixteenth century by a Mexican

miner of Pachuca, by the name of Barlolom6 Medina. Since

then, the various uses of mercury have increased, and of late

immen.se quantities have been consumed in processes for se-

curing gold. In consequence, though new sources of supply

have been di.scovered in California, the price of mercury has

been high, and under the stimulation of a good demand, valu-

able mines of Mexican quicksilver have during recent years

been dcvehqicd in the states of Morelos and Guerrero. The
states of Tlaxcala and Hidalgo have of late been found to con-

tain pl.atinum, a metal almo.st as valuable as gold, and on ac-

count of its power of resisting heat and chemical action, e.x-

tremely useful in the arts.

Tlic Aztecs, a highlv-civilizcd r.acc of Indian.s, described in

part on page 38, who governed most of Mc.xico before the

advent of the Spaniards, found the jdacers of the country they

had conquered from still other Indians, abonnding in gold, in

grains, coarse gold and nuggets; these forms of the jwceious

metal were collected by primitive processes, but to vast

amounts. The silver Ixiing found for the most part in ores

tt)o obdurate for very succc.ssful treatment by such simple

methods as Avere known to the Indian.s, Avas but little used by

them. In consequence, Mexico Avas first knoAvn in Europe as

a rich source of gold, but Avhen improved machinery and more

scientific processes Avere brought to Ixiar upon the ores of sil-
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vcr, the country was regarded by the capitalists of Europe as

almost one vast silver mine, and the yield of gold, though still

considerable, was found to be of minor importance. Ever

since, the coinage of gold in Mexico proper, has been small in

comparison with the vast number and value of silver pieces

issued by the numerous mints. The total j>roduct of the pre-

cious metals in Mexico, since its discovery by the Spanish ad-

venturers, and up to 1880, is estimated at a value of $4,404,-

627,096, of which the Mexican mints had coined $2,151,581,-

961.81. In 1881, there wore eleven mints in Mexico, coining

an average $21,044,201 each year, of which amount, an aver-

age of but $743,595 a j'car was in gold. The product of gold

from Mexican mines during 1879, was officially estimated at a

value of $989,161.

In 1870, there were, beside workings for silver, 40 gold

mines in the state of Oajaca, or Oaxaca; in the state of Sono-

ra, there were at the same time 144 mines, yielding gold for

the most part, and beside 583 very rich mines in which work

was, nevertheless, suspended. Of late years, the gold mines of

the states of Guerrero, Mexico and !Michoacan, have been made

profitable, the placers have become too much exhausted to

make rich returns to such manipulations as the Aztecs or

their immediate successors, the old Spaniards, employed, 3’et

with modern machinery and methods, a large yield and heavy

profit can be obtained from these and man}’^ other half-wrought

deposits. Vast as the yield of precious metals from Mexico

has been, howev'cr numerous the failures of rash foreign speo

ulators in the known mines of that countr\", there is every

reason to ex|jcct that with the maintaiuance of a stable gov-

ernment, and the general progress of the republic, still richer

mines of silver and gold may be discovered through geologic

exploration.

The state of California, l^’ing between latitude 32 degrees

28 minutes and 42 degrees North, and longitude 114 degrees

30 minutes and 124 degrees 45 minutes West, bears the name

once applied by the Spaniards to the territories claimed by
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them from about latitude 23 degrees North along the Pacific

coast outside of Mexico, and indefinitely east over the Great

Basin, and northward to the A retie Circle. This name of Cal-

ifornia is supposed to have been derived from a Spanish ro-

mance published at Seville, Spain, in 1510, entitled Las Seryus

de Esplandian, or the Sugas of Esplandian, the son of Amadis

of Gaul. California is twice mentioned in this book, a portion

of which reads: “Know that on the right hand of the Indies,

there is an island called California, very near to the Terres-

trial Paradise, which was peopled by black women without

any men among them, because they were accustomed to live

after the manner of the Amazons. They were of strong and

hardened bodies, of ardent courage, and of great forces. The
island was the strongest in the world, from its steep rocks and

great cliffs Their arms were all of gold, and so were the ca-

parisons of the wild beasts they rode”; and elsewhere: “In

the island called California, are many griffins, on account of

the great savageness of the country, and the immense quantity

of wild game to be found there.”

The name of California appears in the writings of Bernal

Diaz del Castillo, an officer in the army led by Cortes to the

conquest of Mexico, but in this case, the name was given

merely as that of a bay on the coast of the Pacific. Lower
California was first discovered in 1534, by Ximenes, a Spanish

explorer. The territories included in the present state of Cal-

ifornia, were discovered by a Portuguese named Juan Rodri-

guez Cabrillo, in 1542, at whieh time he was a navigator in

*t1ie Spanish service. Cabrillo explored the Pacific coast as

far north as Cape Mendoza, now called Cape Mendocino, in

latitude 40 degrees 30 minutes North. It is presumed that

the officers of Cortes, or the discoverers named, being im-

pressed by what they believed to be the resemblance of the

country to the imaginary land described in the then popular

romance Las Seryus de Esplandian, gave the name of Califor-

nia to the regions so long known by the same. The Spanish

Americans continue to call the peninsula lying west of the
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gulf of California, Baja (Lower) California^ the state of Cali-

fornia in the United States, Alta (Upper) California, and the

two. Las Californias (The Californias).

In 1578, Sir Francis Drake of England, being on a notori-

ous buccaneering expedition, and at the same time bent on

discovery, colonization, and the circumnavigation of the globe,

arrived off the western coast of North America, in latitude 37

degrees 59 minutes 5 seconds, and finding an anchorage for

his vessels in a body of water still called Drake’s Bay
;
or

perhaps in the harbor of San Francisco itself, made a landing.

Ignorant or regardless of the claims of the crown of Spain,

Drake assumed to take possession of the country in the name

of Queen Elizabeth of England, and to what he regarded a.s

the newly-discovered or rightfully-acquired territories around

his landing place, he gave the name of New Albion. There,

for a time, the expedition remained. The historian Ilakluyt,

Secretary of Drake, makes particular mention of abundance

of gold to be found in New Albion, but the fleet under

Drake’s command was loaded already with the spoils of Span-

ish towns and ships, and he was more eager to refit and re-

furnish his ships to find a safe way back to England, than

take time to make extensive explorations.

The Spaniards, w'hose success in America fired their im-

aginations with boundless expectations of sudden wealth,

came to consider every new country they discovered the true

El Dorado, found at last
;
conceived the Californias to be im-

mensely.rich in gold; neither could they be persuaded other-

wise, though of all the numerous expeditions thither in pur-

suit of the precious metals and gems, every one resulted in a

miserable failure. In 1602, General Sebastian Viscayno, un-

der orders from Philip III of Spain, explored the coast of Cal-

ifornia as far north as the bay of Monterey. However, for

the greater part of a century after this, California was sup-

posed to be an island, and for some time bore the name of

Islas Carolinas (Carolina Islands), in honor of Carlos, or

Charles II of Spain.
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The first settlement in Lower Califoruia, was by the

Jesuit missionaries in 1683. The first settlement in Upper

California, was by the Franciscan Fathers at San Diego in

the year 1767. On October 25th, 1769, a party from San

Diego, discovered and named the bay of San Francisco, be-

ing probably the first white men ever there. In 1776,

the Franciscans founded a mission at San Francisco, now
known as the Mission Dolores. Within a half century, the

Fathers of the Order of St. Francis, established more than a

score of missions in California. The conversion and civiliza-

tion of the Indians, was made to mean their reduction to ab-

ject bondage for the benefit of the Fathers and their depend-

ents. The Mission lauds were extended to cover nearly all

the coast to latitude 39 degrees North. Some 20,000 Indians

.were kept as slaves, worked, whipped, tortured, but few were

at all educated. The Missions were walled villages, defended

by the Indian farm slaves
;
free-traders were expelled, though

there was a considerable commerce with Russia.

The Franciscans made a monopoly of California, and pre-

serving their knowledge of the country, became enormously

wealthy, in stock of all kinds, in specie, in bullion, and in

gold and silver ornaments, statues, crucifixes, and the like,

displayed in their churches.

For a definite knowledge of the mountains, rivens, and other

geographical features of California, having relation to the pro-

duct of gold, reference must be made to that which has already

been stated herein, in the general description of North Ameri-

ca, and farther, to the various well-known works upon the

subject.

The geology of California is partly described in the “Geo-

logical Survey of California” and the “Progress of the Geo-

logical Survey, 1870-’71,” works made up of the reports by

Professor Josiah Dwight Whitney, of Northampton, Ma.ssa-

chusetts, of a survey made under him, as State Geologist, by

authority of the state of California, from 1860 to 1874
;
beside

which scientific authority, there are many modem books on
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California, by S. Ilittel, Franklin Tutliill, K. Rulil, Titus Fey

Crouisc, Charles Nordhoft'and others, which though of varied

purpose and private origin, still contain much of reliable in-

formation concerning the rocks, minerals, and metals of the

state. The special and elaborate works of Blake, Phillips,

Dana, Delmar, Davies, King, and other writers upon the subject

of gold, must also be studied.

The strata of California are of comparatively simple struc-

ture, belonging chiefly to the palaeozoic and tertiary periods,

the rocks being mostly granitic and of the secondary and ter-

tiary ages
;
the secondary formations are found in the high

mountains, and the tertiary beds in the valleys.

The Sierra Nevada, or Suowy Bangc, consists of a number

of minor ranges, which form the grandest and most interest-

ing mountain system in the United States. This aggregation

of mountains, considered most comprehensively, covei's the

eastern portion of California, for a b.eadlh of about 75 or 100

miles, extending from Mt. San Jacinto, 600 miles northward,

to !Mt. Shasta, an extinct volcano, 14,442 feet above the sea,

in Siskiyou county, and about latitude 41 degrees 15 minutes

North. More critically regarded, according to exact geologic

indications, the Sierra Nevada extends south from Mt. Shasta

but 450 miles. The central axis of the Sierra Nevada, and

almost the entire body of its mountains, in the south, are of

granite. The highest points of the Sierra, in the most ele-

vated section of the system, are all of granite. In the central

and northern region, there are a few high peaks of rnetamor-

phic rock, while numerous extinct volcanoes are found crowned

with volcanic matter, such as basalt and other lavas, brccca,

and heavy beds of ashes. The proof of very recent igneous

action is everywhere visible. Geysers and hot springs are nu-

merous, and earthquake shocks occasionally occur. The snow

kills on the Sierra Nevadas to the depth of 40 or 50 feet, and

though the torrents and rivers flowing from the heights where

it melts, have denuded the rocks and scored the mass of the

mountains with many deep ravines and great canons, yet much
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of it remains through the whole summer. Enormous glaciers

arc thus formed, and the worn and rounded granite masses of

these ancient mountains, bear on their scarred faces, a record

of the tremendous force and long continued action of the vast

and ponderous weight of immense moving ice fields.

The flanks of the Sierra Nevada are covered by very heavy

bodies of mctarnorphic slates of secondary age. These rocks

arc chiefly argillaceous, chloritic, and talcose formations, but

include a great variety of other mctarnorphic rocks in smaller

quantities and some large seemingly disconnected patches of

limestone. This limestone belt follows the line of direction

of the axis of the range, and except a few carboniferous fos-

sils found in two or more localities in the extreme north oi

the state, is destitute of organic remains. In the southern

part of California, the limestones are metamorphosed and

often appear as marble. The slates which flank the Sierra

Nevada are auriferous, and in them occasional fossils have

been found near well-marked and productive veins of gold-

bearing quartz. These fossils of the slates are of the Jurassic

age, no silurian or devonian forms having been discovered in

the Sierra Nevada ranges. Triassic fossils have been found

in one locality of limited extent in Plumas county. The east-

ern ascent of the Sierra Nevada is short and precipitous, in

some places 1,000 feet to the mile, to an average elevation of

from 4,000 to 5,000 feet above the level of the sea. From the

crest whose highest peak is Mt. AVhitney, 14,886 feet above

the sea, the Sierra Nevada slopes toward the west by com-

paratively easy descents of 300, 240, and 100 feet to the mile.

The western sloj>e is marked here and there along the valleys

of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers by undisturbed

marine, tertiary and cretaceous strata.

The Californian Coast Ranges, along the Pacific, consist for

the principal part of cretaceous and tertiary marine strata,

the rocks being mostly sandstones and highly bituminous

shales. The cretaceous formation appears, most prominent in

the south
;
above San Francisco the mountains become rougher



AMERICAN AND OTHER GOLD. 879

and more lofty, the rocks have been metamorphosed to a great

extent, and through these strata the granite has been uplifted.

Everything in the Coast Range indicates recent and very great

geologic disturbances, the effect of seismic forces. In certain

places in the Coast Range, large masses of strata, of the Plio-

cene age, have been found turned on edge. Elsewhere, in the

same range, the strata of the Miocene Tertiary age have been

upheaved, near to the perpendicular, by the protruding gran-

ite. However, the evidences of volcanic action at a late date,

are most noticeable in the north-eastern corner of the state,

among the Sierra Nevadas.

The mineralogy of California is to be noted for its simpli-

city. Of the 700 or more known mineral .species, but about

100 are there to be found. The volcanic rocks of other coun-

tries abound in silicates, and their vein stones contain flour

spar and baryte.s, but in California these are of rare occur-

rence. The absence of Zeolites is another remarkable fact.

The minerals and metals rained for in California with success,

are very few, mostly gold, mercury, copper, and silver. Tin

is found in the Temesc.al Range of mountains, about 40 miles

south-east of Los Angeles, but the mines were abandoned.

Zinc and lead occur in sulphurets bearing small quantities of

the metals in gold-bearing qiuartz veins, which are worked

only for the gold. The iron ores of California are abundant,

but unavailable, for want of good and cheap fuel. There arc

extensive deposits of lignite and imperfect coal in California,

but the only important mine is that at Monte Diablo, which

yielded some 175,000 tons a year. The coal raised at Monte

Diablo is used only for domestic fires, as it is highly sulphur-

ous and contains some 10 or 12 per cent, of water. Bor.ax is

produced in California to the value of more than $400,000 a

year, and sulphur has been successfully mined, for the manu-

facture of acid.

The gold product of California will be considered at large

on immediately succeeding pages. Large amounts of money
have been expended in California in cllbrts to develop the
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silver-bearing lodes of the state, but without any very great

suceess. The particulars regarding these silver miivcs will ap-

pear upon future pages devoted to that mclal. Next to gold,

the most important metallic product of California has been

quicksilver, or mercury. Of this metal, so important in the

processes of amalgamation used for obtaining the precious

metals, there arc mines in various parts of the world, notably

at Almadcn, in Spain (which rich deposit was leased by the

Spanish government to the great Hebrew bankers the Roths-

childs); at Idra, in Illyria, Austria; in the Palatinate of Ba-

varia; at Ripa, in Modena, Italy; at the Vail’ Alta, in Vene-

tia, Italy; at Montpellier, in France; in Chili; at Uuancavel-

icii, and elsewhere, in Peru; and in many localities in Mexico,

the present annual production of them all, being reported in

Paris, in 1867, at 3,123,120 pounds of the pure metal each

3’car, beside a large amount of cinnabar.

Quicksilver {arjentum vivum, or hydraarrjyrum), or Mercu-

ry, was first discovered in California by the Indians, at a place

now known as New Almadcn, 12 miles west of the town of

San Jose, Santa Clara county, the last-named place being 40

miles south-east of San Francisco. The aborigines used the

native product of the New Alrnaden dejiosit, as a pigment, and

so well plcafrcd were they with the paint they were able to

j^roducc, that they dug openings from fifty to sixty feet deep

into the mountain in search of it. During the year 1824 and

for some time afterward, the Spaniards attempted the working

of these New Almadcn ores for silver. The New Almadcn

mines arc in the Coast Range, in a belt of altered cretaceous

slates, between beds of serjientinc
;
they were first operated

for quicksilver, by Captain Castillero, in 1845, The New
Almadcn cinnabar is found in a scries of irregular cavities,

without apparent connection. Though suspended during the

war, work at these mines was resumed in 1348. A company
of Mexicans and Englishmen, held the property from 1850 to

1858, when they were enjoined, pending legal proceedings,

regarding the title. Up to 1858, the whole value of the quick-
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silver whicli had been taken from New Almadcn, was reported

to the courts as having been worth $8,000,000, and in 1858,

when closed, the mine was said to be yielding quicksilver to

the value of $1,000,000 a year. The United States Attor-

ney then appraised the value of the mine and works at $15,-

000,000.

The entire Amount of quicksilver taken from the New Al-

madcn mine alone, from September 30th, 1852, to December

31st, 1873, a period of 21^ years, was 573,150 flasks, of 76|

pounds each, or 43,845,975 pounds. During the time, the

Enriquita, another mine in the same neighborhood, produced

10,571 flasks of quicksilver, or 808,681 pounds; making up

the amount to 44,654,656 pounds of the metal, taken from

these two deposits, during the given period. Beside the En-

riquita, there are the Providencia, and the Gaudalupe mines,

which have been worked near New Almaden. The New Idra

quicksilver mines in Fresno and Monterey counties, ninety

miles south of New Almadcn, include the San Carlos, Aurora,

Idra, !Molino, "Washington, Bcnada, and Yietorener workings,

and are of cinnabar in sandstone and slate. The Panoche

Grande quicksilver mine, also in Fresno county, the subject

of the “McGarrahan claim,” is famous in the records of the

courts, and of the journals of Congress. The Redington

quicksilver mine, near Knoxville, Lake county, presents a

formation similar to that of the New Almaden deposit, and

is one of the most important of the many deposits of cinnabar

in Napa and Lake counties north of San Francisco. In 1867,

California was reported as producing 3,960,000 pounds of

quicksihmr of a total of 7,083,120 pounds produced by all

countries. In 1868, California produced 3,404,709 pounds of

quicksilver; the yield for 1870 was 2,187,900 pounds; that

for 1873 was*—from the New Almaden, 11,042 flasks; New
Idra, 7,600 flasks; Redington, 4,200 flasks; Great Western,

651 flasks; Mahattan, 4,200 flasks; Summit, 75 flasks
;
Ameri-

can, 128 flasks
;
Napa, 199 flasks

;
California, 995 flasks

;
Phee-

nix, 880 flasks
;
Washington, 197 flasks

;
a total from all these
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mines, of 26,588 flasks, containing 2,633,982 pounds. It may
be noted, that the New Almaden mine had fallen off, from an

annual yield of some 2,500,000 to 3,500,000 pounds, once

taken from them in a year, to but 844,713 pounds for 1873;

that notwithstanding, the total product had not decreased in

proportion
;
that some mines formerly reported, are no longer

mentioned; and that a number of new mines appear in the

list. The partial or total exhaustion of the old deposits of

quicksilver in California, up to 1870 and thereabouts, without

a cessation of demand for the metal, induced a ri.se in price.

During 1873, quicksilver could be sold in California at an

average pricxj of one dollar a pound, and by the end of that

year, it had increased in value to one dollar and twenty cents

a pound
;
the product of the state for the year must, there-

fore, have been worth about $2,250,000. The di.scovery and

development of the quicksilver mines of California, must be

regarded as of the greatest possible importance to the state.

It not only furnished an enormously valuable article of export

in the quicksilver itself, but by supplying the California gold

fields with the metal for amalgamation, freed the gold-mining

industry of the whole Pacific slope, and of the world, from an

oppressive monopoly—thus enlarging the product of the pre-

cious metals.

The early Spanish adventurers and explorers for gold in

America, were not guided in their researches by the geologic

science which directs the prospector and miner in the same

fields in the present. When on his voyage of discovery,

Columbus arrived off the shores of Cuba, believing that he

had reached the Indies and saw the continental coast of Eastern

Asia, he made entry.upon his journal—“From the great heat

which I suffer, the country must be rich in gold.” When Her-

nando de Grijalva, or “Grixalva,” discovered the arid, rocky

jKininsula of Old or Lower California; he sailed up the Gulf

of California, the El Mar de Cortez^ Sea of Cortes, El Mar
\ermejo, the Red or Vermilion Sea, “the Adriatic of the New
World,” along a coast belonging to a country counted the hot-
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test part of North America, where the thermometer frequent-

ly indicates the high temperature of 100, 110, and even, as re-

ported, 140 degrees in the open air. If intense heat and ex-

cessive dryness were reliable indications of the presence of

gold, the peninsula of Old California should be superlatively

rich in that metal. But as has already been stated, every ex-

pedition into California for gold resulted in miserable failure

to the old Spaniards. From the time the Jesuits entered

Lower California as missionaries, and established the Mission

of Loreto in 1697, to their expulsion in 1767 to make way for

the rule of the Franciscans, followed by the Dominicans, and

down to 1822, during which time the rule of the Francis-

cans was gradually extended all along the Pacific coast of

Lower and Upper California, the whole region was governed

in a manner even more fatal to progress than Spanish colonial

management in general.

The downfall of Spanish power in Mexico came in 1822,

and the power of the Friars became rapidly le.ss. About 1825,

emigration to California began, being mostly to the upper

part of the country, and year by year increased in volume.

The emigrants were firstly Mexicans, who were attracted by

the fine climate and fertile soil; next American trappers?, citi-

zens of the United States who entered the region from the

desert lands east of the Nevadas, and finding abundant game,

fine climate, fertile soil, and comparatively peaceful Indians,

remained and roamed the whole domain as if its independent

proprietors; to these W'ere added Russians from Russian

America, now Alaska, who established a trading post called

Russ (Russia), and seemed ready to attempt the occupation of

the whole territory
;
beside these, were constantly added to

the population numbers of sailors who escaped from merchant

vessels trading to California, or were left behind at their

own request, and adventurers of various kinds from almost

all countries, and finally, as the fame of the climate extended,

some invalids from the eastern United States, seeking relief

from pulmonary and other diseases.
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The Mexican republic left the Califoruias in an almost inde-

pendent position politically; from 1822, for a series of years,

the usages, laws, institutions, and administration of that part

of the new federal Union were irregular and unsettled. There

was no great disturbance or violent anarchy, but individuals

took great liberties with the country, assumed on various pre-

tenses possession of lands, and without much regard for Me.xi-

can jurisdiction kept their position, and conducted business

according to their personal sense of right, and with a special

view to their own interests and satisfaction. The Muscovites

descending from their possessions in America at this time, es-

tablished their town of Russ upon Mexican territory, regard-

less of boundary lines, the citizens of the United States

“walked through the land as if it had been their own.”

Speculators from Europe, and from New England, engrossed

most of the trade.

Black or Spanish cattle were introduced into Upper Califor-

nia in 17G6 and increased rapidly, so that their hides and tallow

became in a few years the principal and almost only article of

export. By the year 1830, the Franciscans, beside other prop-

erty, owned over 300,000 of these animals, of which some 60,-

000 were killed each year. The Missions, where the Franci.s-

can Friars still kept up their establishments, were all within a

dav’s journey of the Pacific coast. The larger part of Upper

California wa.s, even as late as 1836, not only an unexplored

country, but a region almost unvisited by white men. By

this time, the pearl fisheries, which had been carried on in the

El Mar de Cortez, Gulf of California, since the time of its first

navigation by Cortes, from whom it look its original name,

had become so far exhausted as to yield a value of less than

$500 a year. In 1830, there was a gold mine called the San

Antonio, in Lower California, the workings being some ten or

twelve miles north-west of the town of La Paz, the present

capital of the territory; but the amount of gold secured was

inconsiderable, owing to the poverty of the vein. In Upper

California, a small silver mine was found east of San Incs, but
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operations tlicre were presently discontinued. Gold was also

found in one of the rivers flowing into tlie southern Tulare

Lake, but the amount was small, and as late as 1837, the wash-

ings for the gold dust of this deposit had not been found very

profitable. At this time the population of Lower California,

was supposed to be no more than 8,000 persons of all condi-

tions, whites and Indians. In Upper California, there were

6,000 or more whites, some 20,000 “converted,” that is to say,

subjugated, domesticated, aud enslaved Indians, and 100,000,

more or less, of aborigines, in numerous wild tribes speaking

many languages or dialects. The interior of the Californias

was known to be a dangerous and diflicult country to traverse,

and the region of the Rio Colorado, and the great canons, was

justly famous as about the nearest approach to an uninhabita-

ble and impassable country, to be found in equal extent, any-

where on earth.

On the second day of the montn of Juiy, 1839, a vessel was

stranded in the bay of Yerha Buena^ by which accident. Col.

John Augustus Suter, or “Sutter,” was landed upon the coast

of the present harbor of San Francisco. This distinguished

California pioneer, was born at Kandcrn, Baden, Germany, on

February 15, 1803. He was educated at the military school

of Bern, Switzerland, from which he graduated as an ofiicer

of the Swiss army, and hence has been generally considered a

native of Switzerland. In 1834, Col. Suter emigrated to

America, and establishing himself as a trader at Santa Fc,

New Mexico, carried on for some time, a profitable business

with the trappers and Indians of the Far West. Hearing

from his customers favorable accounts of California, Col. Suter

crossed the Rocky Mountains in 1838
;
went to Fort Vancou-

ver, Oregon, and took a further voyage to the Sandwich

islands, thence to Alaska, and southward along the coast of

the Pacific to the bay of San Francisco, where his vessel was

stranded, as has been already described. From Yerha Buena,

Col. Suter penetrated the interior of California to the conflu-

ence of the American and Sacramento rivers, about 140 miles
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east-nortli-cast of San Francisco county, and under great difS-

culties and discouragements, founded the earliest white settle-

ment made on the site now occupied by Sacramento city, Sac-

ramento county, the capital of California. Col. Sutcr, or

“Sutter,” having become a naturalized American citizen, ob-

tained from the Mexican authorities in California, on account

of his settlement, and for the improvement of the country, a

grant of eleven square leagues of land, and upon it, in 1341,

he built a fort which, with the grant around it, he called New
Tlelvetia. The garrison of the fort was made up of a few

white men its owner and commander gathered around him,

the surrounding domain was occupied by Indians he took into

his service
;
he was a man of great force of character, and this,

with his remote position, and the number of his adherents,

gave him great influence and importance. Col. Sutcr is said

to have bid independent defiance to the Mexican authorities

at times, and yet he was appointed by them Governor of the

northern frontier country of California, in which office he

served to the benefit of all concerned.

In 1841, gold was discovered in the southern part of Cali-

fornia, at a j)oint near the San Fernando Mission, in an alluvial

deposit, where wat;hing3 were carried on with moderate suc-

cess. "Without any especial reasons, other than those of climate,

soil and the general features of the country, and its probable

future, as an agricultural state, emigration to California had

become very popular with the bold pioneers who, year after

year, carried the western frontier of the civilization of the

United States, fiirthcr and farther toward the setting sun.

Impelled by a wonderful spirit of enterprise, more than 5,000

persons crossed tlio terrible Sierras during the period from

1840 to 1845 inclusive, to make their homes in California.

The hardships of this tremendous journey, afoot, on horse-

back, or in wagons, over vast arid plains and across mighty

mountains, were often fatal. In 1846, the party led by Cap-

tain Donner perished on the route, other companies were deci-

mated, some utterly destroyed, by thirst and starvation, or



A}fERrCAN AND OTHER GOLD. 387

overwhelmed amid the sudden snow storms of the Nevadas.

To such as made the journey, “Sutter’s Fort,” which hud

meantime grown somewhat famous, beeame the first stopping-

place in California, and from that point, the emigrants dis-

persed, and settled according to circumstances and their own
inclinations. As might have been anticipated, the wealth and

prosperity of Governor John Augustus Suter rapidly in-

creased, until it fully equalled his very considerable social and

political prominence.

From about 184:0, the relations between the governments of

the United States and of Mexico became more and more un-

settled. In October, 1842, Commodore Jones of the United

States navy, took the town of Monterey, a sea-port of Central

California, on the Pacific coast, and declared the state part of

the territory of the United States. Learning that war had

not begun. Commodore Jones apologized, and the next day

withdrew bis forces. On February 28th, 1845, Texas was

admitted to be one of the United States. In defense of the

assumed boundary of Texas, the troops of the United States,

on May 8th, 1846, under Gen. Zachary Taylor, fought and

won, the battle of Palo Alto against the Mexican forces, and

immediately crossing the Rio Grande, began their famous

march “for the Ualls of the Montezumas.” On July 7, the

same year. Commodore John D. Sloat of the FTnited States

navy, repeated the capture of the port of Monterey, California,

held so briefly by Commodore Jones in 1842. Again, Cali-

fornia was declared a territory of the United States, and now,

the proclamation was maintained. Commodore Sloat assuming

the office of Governor. On the 9th of July, San Francisco

was occupied by the United States troops. Meantime, a party

had been organized under Col. John C. Fremont, and the inde-

pendence of California from Mexico, proposed at Sonoma, July

5, 1846. On July 12, 1846, the troops of the United States

occupied Sutter’s Fort. Various military operations against

Mexico followed in California and New Mexico, under Col.

John C. Fremont, Com. Robert F Stockton Gen. Stephen "W".
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Kearney, Col. Richard 13. Mason, Capt. (after Maj.-Gen.) Henry

W. Halleck, and other oflieers of the United States. Out of a

possible white population of 10,000 in Upper California, some

7,500 were already in practical revolt against Mexican rule.

The occupation of California by the United States, was made

complete, and the whole region pacified by June, 1847. By
the treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo, signed during February,

1848, Mexico ceded California and New Mexico to the United

States, the latter power subsequently paying a very consid-

erable sum of money as compensation for part of the lands ac-

quired.

The army of the United State.s, during the war with Mex-

ico, contained a remarkable number of Mormons. These

Mormon soldiers became aware of the existence of gold in

California, and were known to have gathered more or less of

the precious metal from placers on the banks of streams where

they happened to be posted. Certain Mexicans and various

Indians also collected gold during the war, having, perhaps,

learned the business of the soldiers. Thu.s, the existence of

great gold fields in the mountain ranges of the western part of

North America, north of Mexico, believed in by the old Span-

iards from 1511; noted by Hakluyt, 1577-9; published by

the priest of San Jose, Loyola Cavello, 1690; by Capt. Shel-

vocke, 1721; by Antonio de Alcedo, 1786-9; recognized by

Prof. J. D. Dana, 1838-1842, and announced by Mr. Sloat, in

Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine, April, 1847, became once more

a matter of rumor, with a number, and to an uncommunica-

tive few, a partly demonstrated fact. Still, there was no ex-

citement in relation to the subject, it being generally supposed

in the United States and in all Spanish-American countries,

that gold dust could be found in many places, but almost

always in such small quantities, as to make labor spent in col-

lecting it the very poorest kind of business.

While the diplomats and statesmen of the United States

and Mexico, in the great capitals, were negotiating the terms

of an international treaty, which was to change the map of
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half a continent, and arrange the relations of scores of mil-

lions of men, a mere child, a little girl, at play beside a wild

stream of unexplored California, was fated to make an acci-

dental discovery, the consequences of which have done more

in the third of a century, to revolutionize the arts, commerce

and finance of the whole civilized world, than could have oth-

erwise been achieved in an age by the joint efforts of all the

great powers on earth. Among his other enterprises in Cali-

fornia at this time. Governor Sutcr, or “Sutter,” had erected a

mill, at a point on the American fork of the Sacramento river,

near the present town of Coloma, in El Dorado county. Dur-

ing the winter of 1843, the race-way of “Sutter’s Mill” be-

‘ came damaged by the freshets of the I’ainy season. On Feb-

ruary 9th, 1848, three Americans, of whom two were Mor-

mons, were at work repairing the race-way. The overseer of

the party was a man named INIarshall, and with him he had

his little daughter, who amus^ herself with the pebbles she

found among the freshly-dug gravel. This little girl found a

considerable lump or nugget of gold in the race-way, and this

she presented to her father, as “a pretty stone.”

Remarkable as this discovery was, it did not at first attract

very much attention, and the Mormons in particular, were

quite anxious to keep the facts from the knowledge of the pub-

lic. The motives of the Mormons, in seeking as they did at

this time and afterwards, to conceal the existence of gold in

territories where they might be, are only to be conjectured.

As their people had been subjected to intense hostility at Nau-

voo, Illinois, the Mormons in California may have been look-

ing for the site of a colony of “Latter Day Saints”
;
their lead-

ers in their emigration that year to the Great Salt Lake Desert,

clearly foresaw the evil to be apprehended from an invasion

by a lawless horde of gold seekers, and imposed silence upon

their followers regarding the sources of gold then and there

discovered. As far as the personal interests of Suter, and

those immediately interested with the proprietor, were con-

cerned, the history of the events which succeeded show it
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might have been well for them, if, for a time at least, they

had been as uncommunicative, concerning the gold as the

most secretive Mormon could have desired.

“The American Journal of Science” dated Mareh, 1848,

contained a letter from the Rev. C. S. Lyman, which staled

that: “Gold has been found recently on the Sacramento near

Sutter’s Fort. It occurs in small mas.sc3 in thy sands of a

new mill race, and is said to promise well.” The news thus

communicated to the reading public spread rapidly, but it was

several months before any great number of active diggers

had reached the new gold field. By December, 1848, how-

ever, washing for gold Avas succssfully carried on all along the

foot hills of the Sierra, from the banks of the Tuolumne river,

latitude 37 degrees 40 minutes North, to the valley of the

Feather river, near latitude 40 degrees North, a distance of

more than 150 miles. The first of the gold-seekers from

abroad came from Mexico, fr^ the South American Pacific

coast, and from the Sandwich islands, from the eastern United

States, and even from Europe and China.

As the results of the primitive operations of the pioneers

became known, an intense excitement was created which

swiftly extended across the mountains to the states upon the

Atlantic coast, and so over the entire continent, and presently

throughout the civilized world.

The position of Governor of California from May 31. 1847,

„o April 13, 1849, was held by Col. Richard B. Mason. Gov-

ernor Mason reported to the authorities of the United States,

that at the clo.<;o of the year 1848, there were 4,000 men em-

ployed in working gold, with a daily product to the value of

from $30,000 to $50,000. The value of the gold secured

during 1848, was estimated at $10,000,000. During the spring

1849, an unparalleled rush of emigration to California began,

the emigrants making their way across the plains of the Groat

American Desert, by way of the isthmus of Panama, and

around Cape Dorn; indeed, from each quarter of the globe

and by all lines of travel. It was estimated that during the
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year 1849, over 100,000 men reached California, and that

among them were included representatives of every one ol

the United States. The yield of gold in California for 1849,

was valued at $40,000,000. The great tide of emigration

thus commenced, continued in great force for about five years.

In spite of the efforts of the defenders of American slavery,

California was admitted as a free state of the' United States of

America, on September 9th, 1850. At the close of the year,

there were supposed to be 50,000 men in California digging

for gold. The yield of California gold for 1850, was valued

at $50,000,000. The pick, shovel, and pan, were the only

tools of the pioneers in California gold mining. The first

diggings were generally in the deposits made upon upturned

argillaceous slates. The gold was found in dust, grains, and

nuggets, throughout the body of the sand and gravel forming

the deposits, and in greater quantities entangled between the

edges of the underlying slates. So abundant was the gold,

that a large part of the product was picked out of the “pock-

ets, “crevices” and cavities of the bed-rock by hand, in the form

of coarse grains and nuggets, some of the la.st being quite

large. The early workings for gold in California, were mostly

along the rivers, particular attention being paid to the beds

of the streams. The process presently adopted for working a

river bed, was to erect a dam and div’ert the water of the

natural channel into wooden “flumes” extending along the

bank to a, point of discharge some distance down the stream.

The bed of the river being thus left bare for a considerable

area, the sand and gravel which had accumulated there was

washed in the usual manner, with the pan, or by the help of

“cradles,” “rockers,” “long-toms,” “sluices,” and various in-

ventions and contrivances, such as might have been expected,

considering the business, the locality, and the intelligent ener-

gy directed to the search for gold.

The gulches and ravines down the sides of the canons, were

all worked over, whether containing streams or lying dry.

They were the earliest and richest of all the placer?, the gold
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in them being, however, most unequally distributed. The
original operators upon the bars of the American, Yuba,

Feather and Stanislaus rivers, and the rest of the minor

streams in the center of the California gold field, sometimes

procured gold to the value of from one to five thousand dol-

lars a day for each man. These fertile spots were, however,

of small extent, and when one was exhausted, another might

not be found for days, weeks, or, perhaps, months of time.

The gold veins of California were too obviously rich to re-

main unnoticed. Regular quartz mining was begun during

1851, at Spring Hill, in Amador county. During this year,

the gulches, ravines, and river bars, having been in part ex-

hausted, or being occupied, where still worth working
;
unem-

ployed or dissatisfied miners extended their “prospecting” to

higher grounds, and soon discovered that the “high gravels,”

as they called the detrital tertiary deposits of the uplands, con-

tained gold, but not in an amount to pay for working by any

process then anywhere in use. Such was the condition of

aflairs in California at the close of the year 1851. The gold

produced in the state that year, is estimated to have been

worth $55,000,000.

The year 1852, is remarkable in the annals of gold mining,

throughout the world, for during the same, the “high gravels”

and hills of California were attacked by the hydraulic process,

a system which puts into the hands of the miner an agent by

which the most incredible results have been accomplished.

The hydraulic process was invented in 1852, by E. E. Matte-

son, a native of the state of Connecticut, but at the time a

resident of Placer county, California. The original apparatus

of Matteson’s hydraulic process, consisted of a barrel which

received water at an elevation of 40 feet above the gravel of

the deposit to l)e worked. From this barrel the water was

drawn through a hose of common cowhide having a diameter

of six inches, ending in a tin tube four feet long, the nozzle

of which had a bore of one inch. From this orifice the water

was discharged with a good deal of force, and being directed
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against a bank of loose gravel, would disintegrate the strata

with some facility, and in the course of a day remove and wash

quite a respectable amount of material, always provided a con-

stant supply of water could be procured for the refilling of the

barrel. The material was carried away by the water through

a “sluice” over “riffles” and across transverse grooves filled

with mercury, and farther along over horizontal plates of

amalgamated copper. The management of the large amount

of gravel in the sluice required especial care; the gold being

brought in contact with the mercury, became amalgamated

therewith, and the mass being removed as occasion required,

was “cleaned up,” the gold secured, and a part of the mercury

recovered. The hydraulic process was soon adopted for uni-

versal use where such a method alone was practical.

Great improvements were rapidly made, not in 1852 alone,

but during all the sueceeding years, to the present date
;
the

hydraulic system has been brought to its full development and

efficiency, quartz mining immensely extended, and the methods

for the extraction of gold from rocky ores are multiplied, and

finally, the process of chlorination introduced and improved.

In view of the interesting and important evolution in these

respects, and of the necessity of a connected statement of the

same herewith, a pause is here made in relating the remarka-

ble history of California, at the period of the discovery of its

gold deposits and mines, and the next few pages devoted to a

popular, succinct, and yet it is to be hoped sufficiently com-

prehensive account of the various methods and apparatus

adopted, invented, and employed for the reduction of the ores

of gold, and the securing of the precious metals in that state,

and more or less throughout the world at large, during the

last third of a century.

The wooden flumes, canals and iron pipes brought into use as

aqueducts, in many places measure hundreds of miles in length

in one work. Water w'as often brought many miles from the

high streams of the Sierras in iron pipes from 22 to 30 inches

in diameter, which discharge their contents under a pressure of
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100 to 300 or even 500 feet of “head” or height of eolumn,

through a six-inch nozzle. With a head of 275 feet, such a

nozzle delivers 1,579 cubic feet of water every minute, more
than 1,000 j)Ounds a second, with a velocity of 140 feet a sec-

ond. The nozzles arc regulated and controlled by powerful

and ingenious special mechanism. The water, as it pas.ses

from the nozzle, seems to the touch as rigid as a bar of pol-

ished steel. The discharge pipe is generally placed some 200

feet from the bank or hill to be oj)eratcd upon, and yet the

stream of water strikes the base of the bank in the same solid

form, and bores its way into the mass with prodigious speed.

The hydraulic work goes on day and night without rest.

Ordinary gravels and earths are thus di.splaccd as if by magic,

and the superincumbent masses come down in crashing land-

slides. Boulders hundred of pounds in weight are to.ssed to

the right and left like so many pebbles, small stones fly like

bullets, the fallen material, under the uninterinitting force of

the mighty jet, breaks up, is swiftly disintegrated, and the

clays, earths, and gravels, in great volume, are borne on the

receding torrent into the sluiceways, and from these into the

tunnel or channel made to convey the waste out of the basin

of the deposit and away from the working.s. Nothing but

obdurate “cements” and solid rock can resist the force of the

hydraulio jet, and when these are found unmanageable, resort

is had to blasting on a grand scale. To prepare the hard

ground for the action of the water, blasts of from 5 to 50 tons

of j)owder, or their er^uivalent in other explosives, are used.

In these upheavals of the strata, from one liundrcd to six hun-

dred kegs of powder are often fired at once, and in one instance

an artificial earthejuake was produced by the simultaneous ex-

plosion of the powder filling two thousand kegs.

The sluiceways used with the hydraulic process are, as to

the principal of construction, similar in most resjjccts to those

in sm-allcr operations, but of cour.se far more extensive, form-

ing a complete system extended for miles. Each mile of sluice,

is charged with from five to si.x hundred weight of mercury.
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to which about one hundred pounds of that metal, must be

added daily, iu at least two charges, to make good the constant

waste. In this way, a single -working, may consume from

15.000 to 20,000 pounds of mercury in a single year. From
the upper part of the sluices, the mercury and gold in amal-

gamation are removed once in seven days; farther down, the

amalgam is removed every fourteen days
;
and far away, near

where the waste water enters the discharge tunnel, the mer-

cury lies unremoved, and gathers the eonstantly-escaping par-

ticles of gold for six months. The mercury is recovered from

the gold by distillation, a process attended with some loss o*

the quicksilver, however. Of the entire amount of gold con-

tained in the deposit, well-conducted hydraulic washings, un-

der favorable conditions, secure some 80 to 85 parts in tne

hundred. Thus, for every 80 or 85 ounces of gold, so pro-

duced, some 15 or 20 ounces are lost. Considering that in

hydraulic washings the whole mass of the deposit must bo re-

moved, the result is very favorable. Taking the wages of the

miner to be $1,00 each day, the cost of handling a cubic 3mrd

of gravel may be estimated on an average, as follows : By the

pan, $20,00; by the rocker, $5,00; b^' the long-tom, $1,00;

with the h}'draulic process—five cents.

The capital required in extensive hydraulic washings is very

great. The bed-rock tunnels for carrv'ing away the waste and

water, are sometimes thousands of feet long, and a number of

feet in diameter, the work of several years. The North Bloom-

field Coinpanv, in Nevada county^, California, expended a few

years ago in ditches, reservoirs, and various water-works, over

a hundred miles iu total length, the sum of $1,250,000. Their

water supply was abundant, and delivered through eight-inch

nozzles, under the pressure of a head of 500 feet. The waste-

water tunnel through the rim-rock enclosing the deposit, was

8.000 feet long, and part of the distance, 8 feet square. There

was supposed to be enough material in possession of this Com-
pany, to employ their facilities for many years. The hydrau-

lic process has renewed the value of many California placers.
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which before its application were regarded as worthless or ex.

hausted, and the same may be said of similar deposits w'hich

have been treated by the same method in difTerent parts of the

world. So tremendous have been the effects of this system

of working upon the uplands of certain districts of California,

that much litigation has been caused, the farmers, millers, and

others, occupying for many miles the banks of the rivers, in

the valleys, complaining of ruinous damages from the gravel

washed down, without intermission, from the hills.

In 1873-4, there were 775 mining ditches in California, with

an aggregate length of 4,863 miles, which carried a burthen

of 300,000,000 cubic feet of water each day. Some of this

water is used for mills, or irrigation, but the greater part is

employed for the hydraulic mining. These operations have

called into use the highest engineering skill. Miles of tunnels

have been created, under hills and mountains, to obtain the

requisite fall to a point where the debris could be left. As
the w'ater-works are immensely expensive, the erection and

maintenance of the aqueducts has in many cases been assumed

by independent corporations, by which the miners are supplied

with water upon terms regulated by the “inch,” that is to say,

so much for the amount taken through an opening a certain

number of inches in diameter under a given pressure or “head.”

In hydraulic mining, three things are essential : auriferous

deposits of great extent
;
abundance of water, at high press-

ure; and great space of lower ground, on which to leave the

wa»ste material. Where these conditions can be secured, a few

cents’ worth of gold from each ton of earth, can be made to

afford a handsome profit. The yield of the material worked

by the hydraulic process, varies in different places, and the

cost of the operation depends much upon the nature of the

deposit. The La Grange Hydraulic Mining Company, washed

683,244 cubic yards of earth, at a cost of $0,038 each, with an

average yield of $0,066 for each yard. In Placer county, 43,-

000,000 cubic yards of earth were profitably washed, with an

average yield of less than five cents to the yard. In Yubaj
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county, 25,000,000 cubic yards of earth were washed, with an

average yield of $0.26 the yard. In Nevada county, 16,000,-

000 cubic yards of earth were washed, with an average yield

of $0.30 the yard.

Hydraulic mining in California, was stippo.scd to have ap-

proximated its maximum during the year 1878. Evidence

given before the courts at Marysville, Sacramento county,

during July and August of that year, in the suits brought for

damages from the wash and debris of certain mines, made it safe

to assume that the hydraulic, drift, placer, and river mining

operations in California, yielded an amount of gold worth

$12,000,000 or more. It was estimated that this yield would

slowly increa.se, until about 1883, when it was expected to

reach the value of $15,000,000 each year. The gravel chan-

nels were well known, and mostly owned and held by corpo-

rations having large capital. Nearly or quite all the availa-

ble water supply for working these gravels, was owned by

these same corporations, as were also the points from which

tunnels could have been made by which to reach the bottom

gravels, and through which to get rid of waste water and dirt.

One of these Hydraulic Companies had been engaged for

more than ten years from the time of its organization, buying

mining claims and constructing their works. Another Com-
pany of the same kind, had been engaged for seven years in

like preparations. Each of these Corporations constructed

immense reservoirs, which -were finished in October, 1878;

one of them had a dam 100 feet high and held 1,000,000,000

cubic feet of water; the other was formed by a dam 145 feet

high, but was of less area, having a capacity of but 800,000,-

000 cubic feet. These Companies constructed altogether 120

miles of canals, over the very rough country on the western

slope of the Sierra Nevada ^Mountains, from these reservoirs

to their mines. The canals cost from $8,500 to $10,000 each

mile, more than $1,000,000 in all. These systems of water-

works were expected to supply an average of 90,000,000 gal-

lons of water a day through all seasons. The same Compa-



398 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

nics constructed four deep tunnels, varying from 3,000 to

8,000 feet in length, at a cost of from $40 to $00 per foot.

Commencing in 1806, the preparatory work of these Corpo-

rations was carried steadily forward until the autt\mn of 1878,

when the whole was completed, the cost of all having been

about $4,000,000 in gold coin exclusive of interest. From the

mines to be developed by them, an income of $1,000,000 a

year was expected, for from fifty to seventy-five years. The
California deposits to be worked by “hydraulicing” are very

extensive, still there is a limit to the gravels found in favora-

ble situations. The gravel channel of “The Big Blue Lead”

has been traced for sixty miles, the depth of the bed being

some three hundred feet. The most practical operators con-

clude that the product of all the gravel gold mines of Califor-

nia will never exceed $15,000,000 a year, but that they can

be depended upon for such results for a hundred years or

more.

The territory of Montana also contains hundreds of square

miles of deep gold-bearing drift sands, some of which arc now
being washed with good results. The hydraulic process has

been used in Australia for a numlx^r of years, and of late in-

troduced into Bussia. The lofty Sierras of California, with

their numerous swift torrents, present great advantages for

hydraulic workings. The highest underground mines and

hydraulic works in the world, arc in Bio Grande county, Col-

orado, where the Little Annie and Summit diggings, are

worked at an elevation of eleven thousand feet, and twelve

thonsand feet, respectively, above the sea. What cfiect the

present method of working “deep diggings” by hydraulic ap-

pliances, may have upon the future supply of gold throughout

the world, cannot be estimated. It is certain that gold in

quantities beyond all calculation, may be found in endless

masses of unworked drift, and that the “tailings” and refuse

of countle.ss old roughly-wrought placers, may be made to

yield a profit once more. Considering the vast capital already

invested, the skill and energy exhibited, and the average profit
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obtained, he would be rash indeed, who assumed to even ap-

proximately forecast the grand inevitable result.

Nearly all of the seven or eight billions of dollars’ worth of

gold, supposed to have been taken from the earth by man,

though originally developed from fissures and veins, was,

down to the development of quartz mining in California, taken

from drift, and the deposits of river bottoms. In primitive

times, only the simplest machinery was used for washing the

clays and sands; the hard lumps were broken with stones or

clubs, and the dirt, when dry, was winnowed, the residuum

being washed in bowls or pans. Fronr the presence of large

stone troughs and vessels among the ruins of ancient mines,

it is inferred that the men of early ages, who had a knowledge

of mercury, used the process of amalgamation. In the time

of Pliny, A. D. 50, there was evidently more or less working

of veins of gold
;
the arrastre, still used in some Spanish-

American operations, a revolving stone dragged by animals

around a hard-rock basin, or driven like the wheel in a brick-

yard, was then in use. After the discovery of Brazil in 1500,

and the finding of the gold in 1577, washings were carried on

for a hundred years
;
in 1680, the amount of gold thus far ob-

tained, was but $1,000,000. The rocks of Brazil were first

practically worked for gold about 1725, on the property now

owned by the St. John del Bey Company, but the results of

repeated undertakings were ruinous, until 1830, when rude

stamping machines made of wood were erected, and a profit

was secured.

During the year 1823, and afterwards, earnest efforts at

mining the solid rocks, were made in Russia
;
more than sixty

different mines of that kind were opened, but after a time work

was stopped on all of them, principally for want of any proper

means of reduction for such obdurate ores.

The vein formations of California, traverse .strata of the

Jurassic and triassic ages, the quartz lodes or ledges being

found among crystalline slates, interbedded with porphyritic

land serpentine rocks in sections, the whole being imposed
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upon, or resting against the center of granitic and gncissic

rocks of the mountains, and jircsenting upon the surface a se-

ries of ridges arranged on a line parallel with the main course

of the Sierra Nevadas. There are various theories regarding

the origin of veins, fissures, and lodes of gold, among which

those of Le Conte, Dana, Davies, and Sir R. Murchison are

most notable,

Lc Conte considers the evidence conclusive, that the aurif-

erous quartz veins of California, have been deposited from

hot alkaline solutions, and that the metallic sulphides in con-

nection, had the same origin, the solvent of the gold having

been the sulphate of iron. Where gold is found in pure

quartz, without the sulphide, it is supposed it may have been

in alkaline solution as silicate of gold. The theory of Dana

corresponds somewhat with that already presented. This dis-

tinguished geologist considers the origin of gold veins as little

understood. The veins occur in the hydromica, chloritic, and

argillaceous slates, of imperfect crystallization, and not in the

fully crystallized mica, schist, and gneiss. The quartz veins

occur among the fissures of the selmi crystallized slates, having

been formed during the metamorphic changes of a moderately-

heated earthquake era.

The mineral ingredients of the rocks, dissolved by intensely-

heated ascending subterranean vapors, or by the heated waters

resting upon them, formed alkaline or silicious solutions, which

dissolving the gold with which it came in contact, carried the

same laterally or downward and deposited the metal in the

fissures it infiltrated, in the form of strings, crystals and

grains. The gold-bearing pyrite of the vein, is crystallized

under the same circumstances. The formation of veins of

gold, in the manner supposed by Ijc Conte and Dana, would

have been the work of an indefinite time, and how the fissures

of the rocks were kept open during that age of changes, is not

explained.

The theory of Davies is, that the quartz beds and veins of

gold, are formed by the segregation of the finely-disseminated
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gold sparsely found in the schists or slates of a stcatitic, tal-

cose, and chloritio nature, and the granite and green-stone

rocks of the geologic horizon of the Lingula flags, and the beds

below, the most productive rocks being found at what in

North Wales is the junction of the lower and upper Cambrian

strata, the whole of the gold-bearing rocks lying below the

carboniferous group, and being of the same age and like con-

dition the world over,.

Sir R. ^Murchison propounds the Silurian Theory, in which

he declares the structure of the different countries notable on

account of their product of gold, is similar, and that the Silu-

rian age of geologic formation, is the true era for the develop-

ment of those “constants in nature” which ever since mark

the condition, relation and presentation of gold.

This theory has been contradicted, or perhaps* made more

comprehensive, by subsequently-discovered Axets, and reason-

ing upon the same; but ’every theory has its opponents; we
are only certain that there are gold veins, that they may be

di.^covered and estimated by scientific observation of geologic

indications, and that when jxropcrly worked, by approved

methods, a business profit can generally be realized.

As a common rule, the most productive veins arc those con-

taining gold-bearing sulphides. The veins occurring in hard

white quartz free from sulphides, present the gold for the

most part in flakes, or small grains, visible to the naked eye.

The gold is sometimes found in such veins, in considerable

masses of high purity, but the average yield of the rock sel-

dom pays for working.

As has been stated already, the regular working of quartz

veins in California, began at Spring Ilill, Amador county,

during 1851
;
since then, the growth of that business has been

very great
;
several thousand lodes have been worked to a

profit in the United States, and one hundred thousand veins

are said to have been described upon the records of Colorado.

In Australia, more than two thousand five hundred and

fifty one auriferous reefs, or veins, have been worked, extend-

Y
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ing over an area of eight hundred and eighly square miles,

j)art of a vast gold bolt one thousand miles long. The Ural

regions of Russia offer an area for similar operations, extend-

ing for about two millions of square miles.

The Appalachian gold field, on the North American eoast

of the Atlantic, covers an area of one thousand square miles,

and the gold-bearing territory of California is as large as the

entire state of New York.

Most of the auriferous veins of California, are principally

composed of white or bluish quartz, containing some two per

cent, of sulphurets, chiefly ordinary iron pyrites, and occa-

sionally a small amount of galena and blende. There are

about 1,000,000 tons of quartz rock worked annually in Cali-

fornia, yielding from six to fifteen, to twenty, twenty-five, or

more dollar.s per ton, with an average of about twenty dollars

worth of gold in each ton, though taking account of losses in

working, it is doubtful whether more than fifteen dollars

worth of gold are secured on the average from each ton oi

rock. The cost of working these rocks includes : Alining, per

ton, $5,75;* Milling, $2,00. Total, $7,75 per ton. In narrow

veins with great masses of waste rock, this cxpen.se would be

incrca.scd. The proportion of gold saved to the amount actu-

ally in the rock, is a point under di.scu.ssion. Some estimates

allow a waste of twenty-five, some thirty, and some thirty-five

per eeut., and Paul, in Raymond’s Report of 1872, declares the

mills of California were not working to save gold and silver,

but to crush rock, not more than forty per cent, of the gold

contained being secured. The greatest waste is known to pa.ss

in finely-comminuted particles of gold, .so infinitesimal as not

to precipitate in standing distilled water in less than five or

ten minutes.

The gold-bearing quartz veins of California are of all

widths, up to thirty feet, and have been explored to a depth

of over two thousand feel, and extend below indefinitely.

The Mother Lode, the great vein of California, has an esti-

mated length of from eighty to one hundred miles. The au-
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riferous quartz of the California veins is treated hy pulver-

ization in the stamp mill; by eoneentraiion of the product

thus obtained; by oxidation, and extraction.

The first stamping mill was imported into California from;

England, during the year 1849 or 1850. The machine was

mostly of wood, a number of upright beams shod with iron,

arranged to be alternately elevated and let fall with force into

pot-shaped mortars. This apparatus has since been so much
modified, and so entirely improved, that the five thousand

and upwards of stamps in use in California in 1870, repre-

senting a capital of ,?4,800,000 invested in the machinery of

mines, might have been considered California inventions. It

may be stated that at the same time California contained four

hundred and twenty arrastres the cost of which increased the

amount invested for appliances in this connection to $5,500,-

000. The entire structure of the latest improved stamp mill,

is of iron or steel resting upon a foundation which may be of

timber. The side pieces and stays may also be of wood. The
stamps are heavy upright plungers of iron, upon which ad-

justable tappits are keyed fast, to be operated by cams arranged

upon a horizontal .shaft. The lower end of the upright plung-

ers bear solid stamp heads with removable shoes. The plunger

and its several attachments, weighs from three hundred to a

thousand pounds, usually from six hundred to six hundred

and fifty pounds.

The horizontal shaft when set in motion revolves with the

cams, and these working under the tappits, lift the plungers

one after another to a distance of nine inches or le.ss
;
from this

elevation the plunger, armed with the stamp head, descends

by its own weight, and may be driven to deliver a hundred

blows per minute. Five of these stamps are arranged together

and form a “battery,” the whole working in a deep enclosed

iron trough or mortar, upon five iron dies arranged upon the

thick bottom of the same. The trough has an opening at the

back, through which it is “fed,” and an orifice or gateway in

front, from which its contents are discharged. The opening
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through which the discharge takes place is covered with a

piece of perforated iron, or with an iron wire screen.

The ore or rock having been broken into moderately small

pieees, by the hammer, or a erushing machine, is shoveled

into the trough and duly charged with water and with mer-

cury. Being brought upon the surface of the dies, the mass

of material is subjected to the operation of the stamps which

fall upon the rock with great violence until it is broken,

crushed, and finely pulverized. The pounding and grinding

goes on, until the contents of the trough arc thoroughly re-

duced to a kind of pulp, more or less of the gold contained in

the rock in grains or in dissemination is liberated, and being

brought in contact with the mercury, a more or less perfect

amalgamation follows. Amalgamated plates of copper are ar-

ranged in the battery at the discharge place, and sometimes at

the back under the feed gate. These plates, and the key-holes

of the stamp heads, collect a large part of the amalgam.

As the pulp is di.scbarged from the trough, it is made to fall

upon other amalgamated copper plates set at a gentle incline.

As the watery mercurial mass moves slowly over these sur-

faces, it imparts a share of amalgam to them. From these

copper plates, the flow is conducted to the point of final dis-

charge, or if worthy of further treatment, is carried through

a second pulverization and amalgamation, or subjected to the

action of a variety of devices to effect what is termed concen-

tration.

The method of concentration first u.sed, was by passing the

flow over hides, the hair, or the wool side up. The hides or skins

were superseded by a blanket made especially for the purpose,

and the blanket still remains one of the principal devices for

retaining and saving the heaviest of the particles of amalgam

and gold, which escaping from the trough would otherwise

be lost among the “tailings” of the mill, as the debris created

by its operation is called. Numerous and ingenious devices

have been created to receive the flow from the stamp mill and

collect the fine gold dust, amalgam, and the free spherieles of
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mercury, which would otherwise be borne away and carried

down the stream.

The losses incurred in treating gold-bearing rock in the

stamp mill, and farther, otherwise, as described already, are

due to the state of atomic subdivision in which the gold ex-

ists, or to which it is reduced, and to the presence of sulphides

in the ores. The action of the sulphides “sickens or fouls”

the mercury, and perhaps coats the particles of gold with a

kind of oxide, anyway, the process of amalgamation or blend-

ing of the mercury and gold is prevented, more or le.ss
;
the

gold floats away -with the sulphides, and the mercury losing

its affinity for the precious metal, becomes incoherent, forms

in part into independent globules covered with a repellant

film of mercurial sulphide, and, rolling with the current, gets

away down stream also.

The methods of concentration where water is used, are in-

ventions created in Europe for treating poor ores, especially

those of Germany and Prussia, and have about exhausted hu-

man ingenuity
;

still, new arrangements have been made in

America, involving similar principles of action, while others

have been developed upon an entirely different system, with

dry air as a medium of operation.

The pre.sence of more than three per cent, of sulphides in

an ore of gold, beeoraes a demonstrable cause of trouble and

loss, which increases with the proportion of sulphurization

found in the material upon which amalgamation is attempted.

The ores of California are comparatively free from sulphides,

but in Colorado great difficulty and damage has been caused

by them. To obviate these, American ingenuity has been

fertile in devices, the object of all being the desulphurization

of the pres, a dead-roast, with the intent of a complete oxida-

tion of all base metals, the metallicization of whatever silver

may be found, or its reduction to a chloride by the u.se of salt,

leaving the gold in a state of nature as a metallic crystalline

dust. The reverberatory furnace was first employed for this

purpose, and, with modern improv’ement.s, is still j>referred for
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special work
;

it is expensive, however, and costly regarding

fuel and labor. The various furnaces having revolving cylin-

ders, working the ores automatically, next came into use. The
Stetefeldt furnace for chloridizing .silver ore.s, consisted of a

heated shaft, down which the pulverized ore.s, mixed with

salt, were sifted. Each contrivance seems to have some spe-

cial merit, and all are subject to similar general defects. The
great want is some cheap effectual method of getting rid of

refuse, otherwise, of concentrating the value of the ore, before

the most practical treatment.

Supposing the sulphides changed to oxide.s, by some one of

the many patented or other devices offered for use, the ores

are next finely ground, and formerly, were then considered

fit for amalgamation for the extraction of the gold. Owing
to imperfect oxidation, or an incomplete desulphurization of

the ore, the process of amalgamation of the roast thus pre-

pared has not in general been entirely successful. The failures

ir>the process so far as already described, created the necessity

ofeextraction by smelting. There are numerous smelting fur-

naces now in operation among the western gold mines, and on

the Pacific coast, the ores containing copper, silver and gold

aro treated by themselves, while argentiferous galena and gold

ar&smelted in a different furnace. The cost of the apparatus

for smelting is great, and the expenses in working are heavy.

The various smelting Companies charge the miner from about

thirty dollars a ton, to one hundred dollars a ton, aceordingto

locality and the value of the product secured from the concen-

trates operated upon. Before smelting, the ores are culled or

selected by hand, or otherwise separated, and then in general

concentrated after the methods already stated. This involves

much labor, and still the final result is very unsatisfactory to

the intelligent practical miner and a matter of reproach to the

science of the expert.

The first waste of metal involved in the process by the

stamp mill, is by “float gold” washed away in free but invisi-

ble particles
;
the loss by this cause is estimated as high as
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twenty per cent, of the amount saved by amalgamation. Tlie

second waste arises from the passing away of particles of gold

in imperfectly pulverized rock. "Where the greatest ]>ossible

care has been taken, a loss of ten per cent, of the gold eon-

tained in the rock is estimated. In Australia, on ores pro-

ducing but $6,52 worth of gold per ton, an average loss of

$1,56 per ton was attributable to this cause. The third and

greatest waste, results from the presence of the sulphides in

the ore. Presuming the value of the best ores, as worked at

the most carefully-conduetcd mines of California, to be $29,00

per ton, and the average yield $14,00 to $15,00 per ton, the

loss by sulphides is estimated at an average of $6,00 for each

ton of ore milled in the state. In Colorado, where the assayed

value of the ore has been stated at from $32,97 to $37,97 a

ton, the possible loss by mill treatment has been estimated a.s

high as $22,00 on each ton.

The demonstration of such results, or even the reasonable

suspicion of their possibility, was sufficient to stimulate inves-

tigation to the utmost, and make ultimate improvement by

new inventions almost certain. It has long been generally

known, that, as deseribed on page 258 of this essay, gold could

be detected and captured by chemical analysis and assay, when,

as in the experiments of Soustadt upon sea water, the amount

of the precious metal present was but about a grain in a ton.

The want of the miner, is a process, which, while saving ap-

proximately, the amount of gold shown by analysis to exist

in the ore, shall yet be so cheap, as to cost but a very

moderate per centage of the gross income derived from the

mine.

Upon the preceding page 261, in reference to the solvents of

gold, it.is stated that the metal “is not acted upon by the alka-

lies, nor by any simple acid, except selenic acid, neither is it

affected by the oxygen of the air, though long exposed to the

same when in a state of fusion. It is not affected by sulphur,

but is dissolved by bromine and chlorine, or by any combina-

tion of acids or different substances wherein free chlorine may
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be found. Chlorine, as generated in chemical compounds, is a

powerful solvent of gold.”

A practical knowledge of these elementary facts in the

chemistry of gold, was first applied to the treatment of ores

by “chlorination” by Professor Plattner, at the mines at

Reichenstein, Silesia, in 1851. The material operated upon,

then and there, was arsenide waste, containing a small amount

of gold. The SUCCC.SS of PlaUner’s original operations, called

attention to his method, and led to experiments and modifica-

tions of his system, but none of the primary radical innova-

tions came into general use.

About 1868, when extraction by smelting was first applied

to the ores of Colorado, Profe.ssor Deetken of San Francisco,

California, began the demonstration of a method of securing

gold by chlorination of the pulverized ores of that state. This

he presently made practical in Grass valle}', California, since

which, chlorination works have been erected in many places,

the process being until recently, with few modifications, that

first applied by the original inventor, Profes.sor Plattner, to

the auriferous arsenical wastes at Reichenstein. Under proper

management, this process, with most auriferous sulphide.s,

gives good uniform results, and when worked for gold alone,

is cheaper than smelting. Practical rea.sons have limited the

application of the original method of chlorination to “concen-

trates,” or prepared selected separated portions of the ore,

from which the bulk of the waste rock ha.^ been di.scharged.

Chlorination works are now established at .separate mines, or

in localities where the concentrates can be obtained conveni-

ently from several mills. Large works of this kind under the

original system, have not been attempted, their success being

considered doubtful.

The original Plattner Process of Chlorination may be con-

sidered as the type of the chlorine process, the apparatus and

mode of operation being somewhat as follows: There is pro-

vided a tank, vat or cistern, of proper size, having a per-

forated false bottom, and a close removable cover. Upon the
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false bottom of tbe tank, in some one of a number of ways

used, a filter is made, and upon this, the prepared concentrates,

having been cooled and moistened with water, are lightly sift-

ed, until the tank is full. The apparatus includes a chamber

or generator made of lead, in which chlorine gas is produecd

from the decomposition of salt (chloride of sodium), and the

peroxide of manganese, by sulphuric acid, or from the perox-

ide and hydro-chloric acid. The chlorine gas being passed

through water, to purify it from hydro-chloric acid, enters^

leaden pij>cs, which conduct it to the space between the true

and false bottoms of the tank, and under the mass of concen-

trates. The gas ascends through the perforations of the false

bottom, and through the filter, and in from fifteen to forty

hours permeates the mass above. "Whenever the mass has

become saturated with the gas, the odor of chlorine will be

perceived at the top of the tank
;
the cover of the same is then

secured in place, and closely luted or scaled, and jiure water is

introduced, until the mass of concentrates is flooded.

The action of the chlorine gas having changed the fine par-

ticles of gold in the concentrates, to a soluble terchloride of

gold, the water dissolves the same, and the aqueous solution

is presently drawn off into vats; fiesh water is then added to

the mass of concentrates in the tank, and the leaching con-

tinued until the water drawn off yields no traee of gold to

chemical tests. To the dilute aqueous solution of terehloridc

of gold thus obtained, a precipitant is carefully added
;
for this

purpose a variety of reagents or substances are used, among
whieh are the prepared solution of sulphate of iron, or com-

mon copperas; the sub. chloride of arsenic; sulphurous acid;

sulphuretted hydrogen; phosphorous; iron; copper; zinc;

mercury; charcoal; sawdust; leather, etc. Extended and ex-

haustive experiments by expert metallurgists, have shown
that the successful extraction of gold from concentrates of its

ores by chlorination, is dependent upon the nature of the ore,

a thorough and proper ])reparation of the coneentrates, and

skillful manipulation in the various steps' of the process. The
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sulpliur and arsenic of the sulphides and arsenides which may

be found in the ores and their concentrates, must be com-

pletely driven off by heat
;
the roast being continued until the

metals are perfectly transformed into oxides, the chemical

combination of the mass broken up, and the gold left in its

native condition as a free metal.

If sulphides and soluble sulphates of the metals are allowed

to remain in the materials operated upon by chlorine gas, they

arc transformed into chlorides, and the chlorine gas being ab-

sorbed, is wasted. The chlorides may also evolve sulphu:-

etted hydrogen gas, which would cast down the dissolved gold

so as to cause a loss of the same in the mass. The sulphides

produce chloride of sulphur, hydro-chloric and sulphuric acids

are then produced by reaction.':, the acids attack the oxides,

and the metallic salts created dc.sccnd with the dissolved gold

as ca.st down by the sulphates, the whole forming an impure

precipitate. The chlorine gas must be freed from hydro-

chloric acid, or the metallic oxides arc taken into solution;

sulphuretted hydrogen would be evolved from undecomposed

sulphides, if present, and the dissolved gold descend and be

lost in the mass.

The restrictive objections to the use of this otherwise un-

equalled process have been, the care and expense of such a

preparation of the ores and roast of the concentrate.s, as is ab-

solutely requisite
;
the time needed to efloct the chlorination

of even a moderate mass; the amount of pure water which

must be used
;
the great number and size of the tanks and vats

to be erected for any considerable working, and the great space

occupied by a most cumbersome establishment.

For many years, the cost of the necessary acids prevented

the economical separation of gold in Australia, until the diffi-

culty was overcome by the introduction and adoption of a

chlorine process, invented b\' Mr. F. Bowyer Miller, formerly

one of the assayers of the Sydney branch of the Royal Mint,

and in 1880, superintendent of the bullion office at Melbourne.

By Miller’s process, the gold is rendered tough and the silver
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is separated and beeomes a valuable source of revenue. The

proeess has the additional advantage of rapid operation
;
un-

der the other known methods of refining, mueh time was lost,

but a few hours now sufiiees for the treatment of the largest

parcels. Eighteen thousand ounces of gold, have been refined

and delivered for work in one working day. The plant re-

quired for this operation is of the simplest kind, and the

.chemical agents used arc of the most inexpensive character.

Information in regard to this process, was communicated to

the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, by 0. M.

Spencer, Consul-General at Melbourne.

In regard to this Australian process, Mr. Wm. E. Du Bois,

Assayer of the United States Mint at Philadelphia, informs

the writer that :
“ The chlorine-parting process was abundantly

tested at the U. S. Mint in Philadelphia, some years ago, by

the inventor, and elicited warm approbation from the opera-

tive officers there.

“ It was evident, however, that it was not well adapted to the

most of the gold ores of the United States, on account of their

being argentiferous, in a considerable degree; while for the

gold mines of Australia, where the gold is of a high grade,

containing but little silver, it was just the thing they wanted.

For auriferous silver, such as Nevada produces mainly, it is

not suited at all. The nitric process, and especially the sul-

phuric, continue therefore to be used at the U. S. mints, and

private refineries generally. It seems not necessary to give

here the chemical reasons for the difference.”

"With a view to remedying the defects of the Plattner process

of chlorination, or at least of adapting the same to a wider

range of operation. Dr. J. Howell Mears of Philadelphia, made

a series of experiments which resulted in what is claimed to

be an original discovery, and device of surpassing importance.

The new method of working developed by Dr. Mears, is styled

the Mears-Plattner Process. For this process. The Mears

Chlorination Company of Philadelphia, claim “the locking-up

of hitherto uncontrolled power, subjecting it to order, method.
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and measure, the harnessing of it to disciplined effort for per-

fecting in one hour a duty which, at will, required from twen-

ty to forty hours.” They farther state: “The merit of the

discovery rests in this condensed and increa.«ed force of dis-

ciplined work, vastly accelerating perfect results. The scope

of labor thus opened embraces the large portion of the aurifer-

ous ores, which may now be handled cheaply and conveniently

without waste in the residues.” “ Briefly stated, the Mears

improvement derives form and force from compressed chlorine

confined in a revolving cylinder containing the auriferous

roast mass. The advantages consist in an expedited action,'an

important contracting of the operating area and apjiliances,

therefore great economy in material, in handling, and in out-

lay for plant; to which is added a close, if not closer extrac-

tion of metal than by the old free range process according to

Plattner,”

Chlorine gas for operations by the Mears-Plattner Process

is generated in the usual manner. From the generator, the

gas is pas.sed into a metallic gasometer lined with lead, and

thence is forced by a pump into a strong reservoir, lii place

of the tank formerly used, there is a chlorinator, formed of

“a cylinder of iron lined with lead, the cylinder revolving on

trunions centered on the heads and resting on boxes firmly

seated on the iron frame suppo'rt, one trunion being hollow,

to which the connecting pipe is adjusted. Central on the

periphery of the cylinder a man hole is fitted with an adjusta-

ble cover. All assailable parts a^e protected with sheet-lead,

and the parts firmly bolted together and eapable to resist a

pre.ssure much greater than the working maximum, and indi-

cated by an attached pressure guage.”

The ores, or concentrates, to be ojxjrated upon by the appara-

tus just described, are submitted to the same thorough prepara-

tion required for the original Plattner process; being “dead-

sweet roasted,” they are plaeed in the cylinder just described,

to the amount of two thou.sand pounds weight
;
to this charge,

one hundred and twenty-five gallons of pure water are added.
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and the cylinder revolved until a thorough mixture has been

efl'ected. The air is then exhausted from the cylinder, to pre-

vent adulteration of the chlorine, and the chlorine gas is ad-

mitted from the reservoir until the guage indicates the requi-

site pressure; the gas, is then shut off, and the cylinder kept

revolving from thirty minutes to an hour. By this time, the

gold contained is thoroughly disso'ved, the gas remaining is

discharged, either back into the gasometer, by force of the

pump for reuse, or forward, escaping into another and newly-

charged cylinder, where being reinforced from the gasometer,

it helps to chloridize another ton of material.

The man-hole is then opened and the contents of the cylin-

der are dumped through the hole into cars with bottoms ar-

ranged as a filter
;
pure water is added, and the leaching car-

ried on and the solution conducted to a precipitating vat, until

the wash shows no trace of gold to chemical test. The pre-

cipitation may be effected by sulphate of iron, or charcoal. If

the sulphate is used, it is added to the contents of the vat un-

til the solution shows no change of color when a few drops of

the sulphate in preparation are added to a sample quantity

from the vat. If charcoal is used, the solution must be care-

fully filtrated through several suceessive barrels, properly

filled with the coal in a pulverized state until all the gold is

saved. If a precipitate be made with sulphate of iron, the

substance cast down must be washed and purified by dilute

sulphuric acid, and when mixed with borax, or other suitable

flux, smelted and run into ingots of gold. When the precipi-

tate is made in charcoal, a rich carbon concentrate is obtained,

which must be dried and earefully burned to ashes; these are

then to be washed, and the gold which remains, smelted into

an ingot as in the other process.

Chlorination by use of the revolving cylinder, is also effect-

ed in a second method; The charge of dead-roast is placed in

the cylinder, with a definite amount of chloride of lime, and

the proper proportion of sulphuric acid. The man-hole is

then secured, and the cylinder made to revolve, when the evo-
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lution of chlorine gas is at once made evident by the pressure

indicated upon the dial of the guage; the maximum pressure

is at once attained, but decreases gradually to the completion

of the process. The subsequent treatment of the mass is the

same as in the former instance. By evolving the chlorine

gas in the cylinder, it is made to operate in the nascent state,

under pressure, "with mechanical agitation; this modification

of the method of Dr. Mcars, was first used for tests in the lab-

oratory
;
then for working trials, and finally in a large way,

working tons of ore daily in an entirely satisfactory manner.

The Mears Plattner Process is in use at the Yadkin Gold

Mine and Reduction Works, North Carolina, and from those

concerned, the report is made, that : “these simple progressive,

and systematic operations serve to extract and put in the form

of bullion, the entire auric contents of the dead-roast, seldom

leaving beyond a trace—not over fifty cents per ton—if the

operation has been conducted with the care that the .syste-

matic conduct of the process demands and makes easy. In an

establishment working several tons of dead-roast continuously,

thus exhausting the powers of the chlorine needed for keeping

up the pressure, only, or mainly that absorbed by the water is

wasted. The eost of a quantity absolutely required for dis-

solving the gold, bears about the relation of twenty five cents

to $240 in gold bullion.

The Mears Chlorination Company, as at present advised,

recommend no special means for claiming the irregular quan-

tity of silver and copper chloridized in their process when em-

ployed for the gold. Special information upon this .subject is

promised, but thus far those using the chlorine process for

gold, are left to their choice of the already-known methods

for the chlorides of silver and copper produced. It is claimed

that in North Carolina, where labor is cheap, chlorination,

with the reuse of gas, can be made for one dollar per one ton

of ore; the cost of mining and milling may be from $3.00 to

$5,00, making a total expense for operation, of from four to six

dollars j>er ton, under favorable circumstances.
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The Company eslimalcd that by an increased outlay of $2,75

per ton, substituting their method of chlorination, for the mill

process, a firesent annual industrial loss of bullion worth $4,-

500,000, might be saved in the state of California, and the

profits of the mine owners and operators increased by $5,75

on each ton of ore, a net gam to them of $2,375,000 each year.

According to a further calculation, by the same Company,

if the average cost of milling and smelting the ores of Colora-

do, were increased in the same way, by from seventy five cents

lo a dollar a ton, there would result an industrial saving of

$15,00 a ton, or $2,250,000 worth of bullion annually in the

state, and an increased profit to the mine owners and operators

of more than $14,00 per ton, or in all over $2,100,000 each

year These figures indicate an estimated possible increase in

the yield of bullion in these two states, of some $6,750,000

value each year, and an enlargement of profits by the sum of

about $4,475,000 each year.

Even an approximation to such results, would doubtless

make chlorination by such a method, the working process of

the world for the future, in ores adapted to the same, and re-

sult in an almost incalculable increase of the general yield of

bullion

To resume in chronological order the record of events which

from 1848 to 1852, and thereafter until now, have marked the

development of California as the great gold field of the world,

it may here incidentally be stated, that the social and political

phenomena observable in that territory during the first few

years of the time noted, were quite as extraordinary and mar-

vellous as the altogether unprecedented product of gold, mer-

cury, and other metallic wealth.

The acquisition of California by the United States, is the

subject of one of the most remarkable pages of American

history
,
the details of the matter, however, have never been

made public. It seems to have been assumed among that class

of politicians who considered it the “manifest destiny” of the

United States to overrun the continent, that such a territory
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as California was found to be, ought to be absorbed. Whether

the acquisition of California was in eonsequenee of the war

with Mexieo, or the w'ar with Mexico precipitated to facilitate

the acquisition of California, might be made a topic for dis-

cussion. There seems to have l)ecu some “ sharp practice,” as

well as a good deal of hard fighting, involved. It was evident

Mexico could not maintain her power in California, against

the intrigues of France and Enaland, and the Government of

the United States was determined to hold swaj from ocean to

ocean, and never permit the nullification of the “Monroe doc-

trine” by the establishment of new European colonics on its

western frontier.

Emigration, revolution, conquest, peaceable possession, de-

velopment—such was the programme, and rapidly and effect-

ually the whole order was carried to complete success.

Ill 1846, Colonel John C. Fremont was conveniently on the

Pacific coast, conducting a scientific exploration; verbal in-

structions were sent to him from Washington, in consequence

of which he and his followers, as already stated on a former

page, declared the independence of California. Some fighting

and much disorder in California, followed, but the territory

was ceded to the United States in 1S48, the people adopted a

Constitution October 13, 1849, and California became one of

the United States September 9th, 1850. The events of these

3'cars as connected with the mining of gold, and other inci-

dental affairs, have been related in this writing. 'J’o the po-

litical and social developments of the time, among an excita-

ble, motley, heterogeneous, j)olyglot population, a few para-

graphs should now be given.

In 1852, California contained a population of about 250,000

persons, by far the larger portion of whom were males. More

than 100,000 of these were miners, men in the prime of life,

deprived of the direct influence of women, children, home and

regular society, in a country with but inadequate provision

for the enforcement of the common law. All of thc.se men
were energetic, daring, reckless, earning an average of more
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tnan $8,00 a day, and mad with a thirst for more gold
;
beside

which it is to bo remembered that many of them were desper-

adoes capable of any crime. Gambling and other forms of

robbery, were quickly developed, and social vices of every

kind multiplied and flourished. Theft and murder were com-

mon occurrences in the streets of San Francisco, in which city

whole squares of buildings, of one kind and another, were de-

voted to the use of gamesters and their confederates in swind-

ling and debauchery. Rogues and ruffians were sheltered in-

stead of being punished by the courts.
,

In spite of the most earnest and even death-dealing opposi-

tion of some of the better citizens, the highest offices of the

state were seized by the worst of men through open and un-

blushing frauds, and the whole machinery of government

prostituted to the rapacity and arrogance of an organized

banditti.

In May, 1855, the Vigilance Committee (instituted in 1851),

•was revived, and for eight months held sway in San Francis;

co; they arrested, they tried, they banished, they hung ob-

noxious characters with an illegal and yet discriminating pro-

cedure. Absolute and extraordinary as their doings were, the

one prominent mistake charged against the Vigilance Com-

mittee, in the dispassionate chronicles of the era is, that they

liberated one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the State

whom they brought before them for trial—his subsequent

course having proved his ill-desert of the mercy shown him.

The people of California, residents of the state before the dis-

covery of gold there, were of necessity unsettled, or as might

be said, overturned and carried away, by the rush of strange

men and incredible events during 1848 and the succeeding

years, and the dislocation was not always to their advantage.

The case of Co'onel or General John Augustus Suter, of Sut-

ter’s Fort, a sketch of whose career may be found on page 385

is an instance in proof. From his vast landed estate, received

by grant from the Mexican government, Suter, as Governor

of that part of the territories of Mexico, became, bv himber-

z
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ing, trading, and cattle raising, a man of great wealth. When
the authority of the United Slates became established in Cali-

fornia, the former Mexican Governor was made an alcalde^ or

justice of the peace, and an Indian agent.

“General Sutter” could then, according to law, dispense jus-

tice to others, but the event proved he was powerless to obtain

the same for himself. lie was the agent of a great govern-

ment in its dealings with the Indians, but presently unable to

find even an Indian, willing to act as an agent of his. Strange-

ly enough, the discovery which showed that the many broad

acres of “New Helvetia” were not only fertile soil, but part

of the richest gold field in the world, proved the signal of ruin

to their owner

!

The garrison of Sutter’s Fort deserted; the laborers in the

fields, among the herds, and at the mill, abandoned their em-

ployment; Sutter’s land was overrun by gold-digging multi-

tudes, who heedless of grants, deeds, or any proof of proprie-

tary rights whatever, “squatted upon the ground” and paid

neither rent nor royalty; crops disappeared, cattle and sheep

went the way of all beef and mutton, in the presence of an

army of hungry men, uncounted, un weighed, and unpaid for;

horses were stolen, all kinds of projxirty appropriated, a great

establi.shmcnt was broken up, its proprietor maltreated and

despoiled. The most persistent subsequent effort failed to ob-

tain a reinstatement for General Sutter or an}’thing from the

state of California, beyond a repayment of the taxes paid by

him for the benefit of the state, upon the lands of which he

was dispossessed. In 1865, or thereabouts, Gen. Sutter left

California, and finally settled at Litiz, Lancaster county. Pa.

lie died at Washington, D. C., Frida}”^, June 18th, 1880. Ilis

•faithful wife, eighty years of age, followed him to the life be-

yond, seven months after his decease.

However, none of .ie.se things are to be recorded to the un-

qualified disparagement of the persons immediately concerned,

or of the condemnation of the entire state, where the descend-

ants of many of them now live most ])rosperous and honora-
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ble lives. “Mexican grants” in the clays of revolution and

conquest in California, were considered an uncertain and du-

bious tenure of land, the circumstances were unprecedented,

events uncontrolable, the excitement fearful. It was a time

and place where men might almost be allowed to plead insan-

ity, at the bar of public opinion, in excuse for their collective

misdemeanors. The pcoj)le of California had in 1857, a pub-

lic debt of $12,163,090 for the state and the counties. The
entire revenue rai.sed by taxation to meet the entire debt, wa^

$1,152,234, four-fifths from property and one-fifth personal.

The prompt payment of the debt was demanded
;
when, the

question of repudiation being raised, the popular vote was

—

for payment, 67,661—for repudiation, 16,970—and the credit

and honor of the state were preserv^ed. This was not a dis-

honest people.

That the Legislature of California should have found grace,

even for the seemingly scanty measure of justice done General

Sutter, may seem more to their credit, when the defects of

such bodies the world over are taken into consideration, and

note is made of the positive statement made by his surviving

friends, that the venerable claimant persistently and stubborn-

ly refused the expenditure of a single dollar for purposes of

bribery and corruption.

The vicissitudes of life in California, have largely depended

upon the temper of the people, but are nearly all traceable to

the various findings of gold. Nothing was ever quite good

enough for the original California miners. They had an idea

that somewhere, among the almost inaccessible mountains, or

acro.ss vast barren plains, there would be found the home of

the gold
;
a center or focus of the precious metal, vastly richer

than any deposit ever found, or any vein ever opened. It was

the old Spaniards dream of El Dorado over again in the nine-

teenth century

!

The miners lived in a fever of excitement; sometimes a

special frenzy would break out upon the report of some lucky

strike here or there, and leaving good work and prospectrt,
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awnj diey would rush, pell-mell, by thousands, for some dis-

tant uewly-reported locality, perhaj^s merely mentioned in the

newspapers. Many would perish from hardship on the way,

and often the new field would prove 'barren, and the adven-

turers repent their enterprising journey, in poverty and rags,

until perhaps, the “strapped” gold digger somewhere met “pay-

dirt” once more. Such was the Kern-river fever of 1855, and

the “Frazer-river rush” of 1858; this last involving an emi-

gration of some 20,000 men, of whom few were even moder-

ately successful, while all suffered beyond description, nearly

all were made totally destitute, and many died.

Such unexampled and sudden shiftings of masses of popu-

iation, even when the object of such a journey was attained,

was necessarily fatal to stable local enterprise and common in-

dustries, the excitement as to new gold fields, in more than

,one instance quite depopulating one district, and as suddenly

‘•creating settlements and trade in another. The partial cx-

Jiaustion of the placers, and the more or less complete explor-

iation of the country, have put an end to the ways and meth-

ods of “the pioneers of forty-nine.”

Gold mining, with great capital, and by scentific methods, is

'now one, and but one, of the great regular and prosj>erous in-

dustries of fertile, salubrious, California, and yet, though united

iwith the east by railroads, and with Europe and Asia by lines

'Of steamers, the growth of the state in proportion has been

comparatively slow for the last twenty years, amounting in

-1880, to no more than 864,086 persons, an increase of 304,439

since 1870, or 54.3 per cent, in ten years. In 1872, the gold

’produced in California, was estimated at a value of $20,000,00

;

.which was reduced by 1879, according to official estimate, to

but $17,600,000; the greater part of this, being from perma-

nent sources of supply, something like the same amount may
probably be relied upon for many years.

! To the north of California, from 42 degrees to 46 degrees

T8 minute.s. North latitude, and from longitude 116 degrees 33

minutes to 124 degrees 25 minutes, West from Greenwich,
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lies the state of Oregon. This region, having an area of 95,-

274 square miles, is divided by the Caseade and Blue Moun-,

tains, into Western, ^Middle, and Eastern sections. The Cas-

cade Mountains, arc a continuation of the Sierra Nevada range,,-

and are situated about 110 miles from the Pacific; they have

an average elevation of from 6,000 to 7,000 feet, above which

rise the peaks of Mount Hood, from 11,025 to 11,225 feet;

Mt. McLaughlin, or Pitt, 11,000 feet
;
Mount Jefferson, 10,200

feet; the Three Sisters, 9,420 feet
;
Diamond Peak, nearly the

same elevation, and Mt. Thielsen, 8,500 feet above the level of

the sea. The rivers are large, rapid, and numerous, but most-

ly unnavigable, the Columbia, already described on pages 363

and 364, being the most important.

Oregon was discovered by De Fuca, a Greek pilot, in 1592,

and, as far as maritime discovery gave a title, originally be-

longed to Spain. Other powers subsequently laid claim to

portions of the territory, and different parties made small at-

tempts at settlements. Emigrants from the United States, be-

gan to arrive in 1832
;
a missionary colony was established

in 1834, of which Dr. Marcus AVhitman, and the Rev. Mr.

Spalding were in charge. The wives of these two leaders;

were the first white w'omen to cross “the plains” from the

United States, and their children the first born to citizens

of the United States in Oregon.

Oregon was formally made part of the United States, by

treaty with Great Britain in 1846; a territorial government,

w'as organized by Act of August 14, 1848, and established in

1849
;
the territory became one of the United States in 1859,

The progress of Oregon has been slow, although accelerated

by very favorable land laws, since 1850, but it yet remains

one of the least, if not the very least, populated of the United

States.

A large part of the eastern section of Oregon, has been subi

jected to recent volcanic action, of immense violenee. This

part of the country is seamed by canons or “canyons,” ofte^

1,500 or more feet in depth, the sides of which are wonderful
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exhibitions of the strota, and demonstrations in the science of

geology hardly to he found elsewhere. Here, as in Califor-

nia, ancient Cretaceous beds are found, with abundant marine

fo.s.sil shells in keeping, the marine fossils of Oregon being

generally perfect in form, and yet filled with concretions,

chalcedony or calcareous spar mostly. Above the Cretaceous

strata, are fonnd^ the Lower Tertiary rocks, filled with fossil

leaves, from plants of both the tropical and temperate zone

;

palms, yews, giant ferns, oak leaves and acorns. In these

rocks, are also many fossil bones, including two sjxjcies of

rhinoceros, four species of a kind of camel-tapir called Oredon^

tapirs, peccaries, and the remains of a horse-like animal, the

Orohippus. L^pon the Lower Oregonian Tertiary, rest the

products of volcanic discharge, an overflow of lava, deposits

of mud, and beds of ashes, all of great extent.

Ill Eastern Oregon, earthquakes have upheaved isolated

cones, and created dike-formed ridges of secondary rock, the

chasms being filled with lava, or with tertiary sediments. In

the same section, are mountains of amygdaloid, hills of igneous

conglomerate, and, along the rivers, remarkable columnar

basaltic clifl's.

The northern part of the central section of Oregon, is occu-

pied by the valleys of the John Lay’s and Dos Chutes rivers,

and thereabouts the Cretaceous formation predominates. On
the hill sides at the Dalles, of the Columbia river, near the

mouth of the Des Chutes, boulders of gray and red granite are

found. A considerable part of the southern portion of this

central section, east of the Cascade Mountains, and south of

the 44th parallel, is covered by the tertiary strata.

The Blue Mountains, and the Coast range, are alike of

Ezoic formation. The Ca.scado Mountain.s, which ri.se be-

tween these ranges, are volcanic, with traces of recent action;

which is ahso traditional among the Indians. Along the Paci-

fic coast, there is a narrow tertiary region. The valley of the

Williamette river, and the head-waters of the Umpqua, occupy

from north to south, the central part of the section between
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the Cascade and Coast ranges. To the north, this interval i.s

in part basaltic, .showing upright walls. Midway of the Wil-

liamette valley, is a di.strict of igneous debris, where black

-

trap is common
;
and south of this, arc thin layers of lime-

stone, with fossil two-valved shelLs, then granite in place, and

southward still, a development of basalt. The prevailfng rock,

however, is trap. The head of the valley of the Williametto

river, shows a light clayey sandstone. The Umpqua river, in

the south-western part of Oregon, rises in a tertiary district

west of the Cascade Mountain.s, and flowing in its lower course,

in part through carboniferous formations, enters the Pacific

ocean.

The state of Oregon is rich m meta s and minerals, but its

resources are very imperfectly developed; the mines are of

gold, silver, copper, iron, coal, and lead, the ores of most of

these metals being not only abundant but rich. Copper is

found in ores and in solid ledges
;
iron ores are of superior

quality, and exist in almost every part of the state; the coal

is lignitic, and may be taken in large quantities, in many
places, from beds of great thickness. A large amount of coal

is already exported from mines on the shores of Coos Bay.

Limestone, granite, marble, sandstone, slate, syenite and other

stones fit for building, may be obtained generally, though most

abundant in the west. Steattite or soap-stone, is found in the

region of the Klamath Lakes; clays for brickmaking or pot-

tery are plenty
;
the inexhaustible sands of the sea coast make

excellent glass, and there are a number of springs in Western

Oregon yielding large amounts of good salt.

Gold exists in the sands of the Pacific shore of Northern

California and south western Oregon, and is taken thence by

w'ashing. The deposits have been brought down the rivers,

or derived from auriferous bluffs undermined by the waves of

the sea. The shore sands of Coos Bay are washed for gold,

but neither there nor along the shore of the open sea are the

operations permanent at any definite point, the p'ecious metal

being washed hither and thither along the coast, according to
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currents, winds and weather, as affecting the waves which

strike upon the land. . Gold-placer deposits were discovered

in Jackson and Josephine counties of Oregon in 1851, and

have been worked ever since, and arc estimated to have yield-

ed some $23,000,000 or more worth of gold. Gold mining i.s

carried on in Douglas county
;
but the mo.st important gold

held of Oregon, is to the east of the Cascade Mountain.s, on

the upper branches of John Day’s river, and in the valleys of

the Burnt and Powder rivers. These last deposits were dis-

covered in 1861. Since 1862, extensive placers and quartz

lodes, have been worked in Grant and Baker countie.s, the

production of which, until recent dates, was estimated at $1,-

500,000 worth of gold each year. Some of the silver ores of

Oregon, yield from $150 to $800 worth of silver for every

ton
;
silver is found in all the quartz ledges, but the silver

mines are in general undeveloped. The annual product of

gold in Oregon, was at one time estimated to be worth $2,000,-

000 a year, bat the reports of 1830, credit the territory with

a deposit of gold valued at but $583,365.34. It is probable

the increase of population, and the more thorough exploration

of the territory, with the introduction of the improved and

extensive methods of operation, will increase the present pro-

duct and maintain the same for an indefinite period.

Washington Territorv, which lies to the north of Ore-

gon, has a somewhat similar geologic formation, and ex-

tends to the boundary of British Columbia, latitude 49 degrees

North. Gold was discovered in this territory, east of the

Cascade Mountains, in 1858. The Columbia river flows

southward across the eastern section of Washington Terri-

tory, and its bars and the shoals of the streams which flow

into it, have been profitably worked for gold, the greatest

yield being obtained from placers in the north-east, above

Priest rapids, and in the neighborhood of Fort Colville. It

has been estimated that down to 1868, gold to the value of

$10,000,000 had been taken in the territory, but this is con-

sidered an over-statement by some authorities. Since 1868,
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the yield has steadily decreased, the average product of gold

for a number of years, being no more than $300,000 worth

each year. In 1875, the product of gold was valued at $82,-

000, and in 1880, but $34,529.24 was deposited This indi-

cates the exhaustion of the placers, but what a more thorough

exploration of the country, or the regular working of the

strata b}’ modern scientific methods may produce, remains to

be discovered.

The general geologic indications, already noted, as observed

in California and Oregon, characterize the adjoining states and

territories, marking them as one vast gold field and silver-

mining territory, all the domain of the United States around

the Rocky Mountains, being more or less productive of the

precious metals.

The territory of Arizona, between the Rocky Mountains

and the Sierra Nevadas, from latitude 31 degrees 37 minutes

to 37 degrees North, and between longitude 109 degrees to

114 degrees 25 minutes West from Greenwich, comprising

113,916 square mile.s, or 72,906,240 acre.s, an area nearly as

large as the states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,

Delaware and ^Maryland combined, i.s, throughout its whole

extent, one of the richest mineral regions of the world.

The surface of Arizona is mountainous, and the territory

is crossed by the Rio Colorado, which as already described on

page 364, flows through an almost impassable region. The

remains of primitive tools and traces of aboriginal workings

found in the mines of Arizona, lead to the supposition that

the Aztecs of Mexico, there secured the gold of which they

were robbed by Cortes and his followers, and that in Arizona

was located the country of gold to which the Indians of

America were in the habit of referring the invading Europe-

ans. The mineral wealth of Arizona was known to the old

Spaniards, and very profitable gold and silver mines, some of

which are still worked, were opened there over 200 years ago.

The mountains of Central and Southern Arizona, nearly all

contain lodes of gold, as well as an abundance of silver and
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other metals. The auriferous ores of Central Arizona have

yielded a value of from $25 to $100 worth of gold to the ton.

Plaeer deposits of gold have been discovered in every part of

Arizona, but no one of them has been sufficiently extensive

to become famous under the circumstances.

Notwithstanding the richness of the mines of Arizona, the

yield of the precious metals from them has been small
;
the

roughness of much of the country, the want of means of

transportation, the lack of fuel, the scarcity of water, in places,

the terrible heat of some parts, the unreliability of labor, and

more than all, the deadly hostility of the native Indians, and

the lawlessness of renegade Mexicans and other desperadoes,

have formed an array of difficulties and dangers which have

almost prohibited industrial enterprise. On account of the

conditions dc.scribed, many of the old mines, though still un-

exhausted, have been abandoned, and the working of tliose

since discovered excessively hindered.

The total amount of bullion produced in Arizona in 1868, is

estimated at a value of $250,000
;
in 1869, $1000,000

;
in 1870,

$800,000. In 1880, Arizona had deposited $2,256,742 worth

of gold, and silver to the value of $4,373,459. The future of

Arizonian mining is most promising
;
some other fields have

become exhausted, or are fully occupied, the territory has be-

come better known, the Indians are less formidable, the laws

of the United States prevail, canals are being made for water,

railroads constructed, and the development of the natural re-

sources of Arizona seems certain.
^

To the north of Arizona, lies the territory of Utah, extend-

ing to latitude 42 degrees North. The chief geologic strata

of Utah, are the cretaceous, tria.ssic, Jurassic, tertiary, eozoic,

alluvial, Cambrian, and siluriau. The Ilio Colorado and its

tributaries drain the eastern part of the territory. In the

south-w'e.st, Sevier Lake receive.? several rivers, but has no

outlet; the Great Salt Lake in the north-west, contains 22 per

centum of salt, a brine wherein no fish can live. Tlie Wah-
satch Mountains of Utah, attain at a number of jioints, au cle-
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vation of from ten to thirteen thousand feet above the sea,

rising from a plain some four to six thousand feet above the

ocean level. The topographic features of Utah, are remarka-

ble; the rivers run through canons from 2,000 to 5,000 feet

deep, and the surface of the country is largely occupied by arid

barren alkaline deserts.

Utah was settled by the Mormons, w'hose pioneers, under

Brigham Young, reached the region of Salt Lake July 24,

1847, the main body of emigrants arriving in the fall of 1848,

but a few weeks before the discovery of gold at Sutter’s Fort

in California. The Mormon leaders discouraged minin?, and

stimulated agriculture, which, through irrigation and great

industry, was made very productive. In consequence, no

known discoveries of the mineral wealth of Utah took place,

until 1858, when argentiferous galena was discovered in

Beaver county. From the Beaver county ores, the Mormons
extracted a large amount of mixed metal, which they regarded

and used as lead, being ignorant of the presence of the silver.

Silver lead ores w'ere discovered in Bingham canon, in the

Oquirrh range of mountains of LTtah, in 1863, by a party of

Californians. For want of proper treatment of the ores, and

the lack of available transportation, the attempts made to work
these deposits were unprofitable.

Gulch mining for gold, began in Bingham canon in 1868,

and was continued, over a limited area, for several years. In

1868-9, the gold taken in Utah, was valued at $600,000; in

1870, at $300,000; in 1871, at $221,000; in 1872, at $100,-

000; in 1873, at $52,426; in 1874, at $92,093; in 1875, at

$181,765. Meantime, silver had been mined to the value of

$15,925,485. During 1879, Utah j^oduced gold to the value

of $575,000, and silver worth $6,250,000. Judging from sta-

tistics, and the known conditiofis of the territory, it may be

assumed, that the mineralogical record of Utah, may yet be-

come as remarkable as its social and political history.

Westward of Utah, and of Northern Arizona, betw'een the.se

territories and California, is the state of Nevada, covering an



428 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

area of 104,125 square miles. The greater part of this state,

is included in the Great American Basin, a vast depression or

valley, lying between the Sierra Nevadas on the west, the

Wahsatch Mountains on the cast, and cross ranges to the

north and south. The average elevation of the basin is some

4,000 feet above the sea, but it contains mountains which rise

from 1,000 to 8,000 feet above the general level, and thus

present peaks from 5,000 to 12,000 feet above the sea. The
Great American Basin, contains an area of about 92,125 square

miles, and yet has no outlet for its drainage. The numerous

and considerable rivers, which flow from the mountains in

this section of Nevada, discharge their waters into lakes, or in

many ca.scs disappear in “sinks” into the earth. Some of the

rivers enter the earth, and after a subterranean course for

some distance, reappear in pools, and may then again become

visible streams, flow into some lake, or disperse their waters

and finally be lost. The rapid evaporation of the dry sca.son

in Nevada, exhausts many of the shallow lakes, the beds of

some of them becoming arid alkaline plains for the time; but

a return of the rains, and the melting of the snows, fills the

streams Avith torrents, and expands the pools and lakes, into

floods and inundations.

The numerous mountains of Nevada, are of volcanic origin,

and present abundant traces of intense and recent action
;
how-

ever, no eruption is known to have taken place during the

last hundred years. The surface of the valleys and jdains, is

mainly composed of the results of prolonged erosion from the

mountains, and jiresents tertiary, quarternary, and alluvial de-

posits, often of great depth.

The gold of Nevada, is ^nerally found in combination with

silver. In the western part of the state, in the region of the

IIuml>oldt river, and Walker Lake, true gold quartz veins

have been discovered, and arc expected to yield well. In the

Antelo[>e district, Churehhill county; in the Tuscarora dis-

trict, whence rises the Owyhee river
;
in the Gold Mountain

district, Ksmcralda county; in Sacramento district; in the
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Sierra, as well as in Humboldt county, aud at some mines

elsewhere, the gold is the most important metal.

The percentage of gold in various argentiferous ores of Ne-

vada, has been found to vary from one-fifth to more than one-

half of the entire amount of metal contained. In the famous

,
Comstock lode, on the eastern slope of Mt. Davidson, in Storey

county, in part under the towns of Virginia City and Gold

Hill, the richest vein of silver in Nevada, or perhaps in the

world, the gold forms about one-third of the value taken from

the ore, the silver making the other two-thirds. The propor-

tion of gold found, increases as the silver mines are worked

downwards, much free gold being found in the ore veins of

the deepest mines. The recently-finished Sutro tunnel, drains

the Comstock lode to a depth of 3,000 feet. The amount of

gold taken in Nevada, was first noted in 1861, at a value of

$600,000
;

in 1862, the amount was $2,500,000
;

in 1863,

$4,000,000
;
in 1864, $5,000,000

;
the aggregate of the next

five years was $21,250,000
;
in 1872, $6,000,000 ;

in 1873,

$10,000,000
;
in 1875, $10,000,000. In 1879, the gold pro-

duced in Nevada, was estimated at $9,000,000, and the silver at

$12,560,000.

Down to 1875, the Comstock mines had produced an

amount of bullion valued at $169,000,000, of which about

$56,333,333 may be suppo.scd to have been gold. Since 1871,

the bullion product of Nevada, has exceeded that of California,

but as the jjrincipal value is silver, further notice is postponed

to a page devoted to that metal.

The territory of Idaho, situated between 42 degrees and 49

degrees North, and longitude 111 degrees and 117 degrees 10

minutes West from Greenwich, has for its north-eastern

boundary the line of the Couer d Alene, or Bitter Root Moun-

tains, by which its area is narrowed in the north, to a width

of no more than forty-eight miles, the southern boundary line

extending from east to west a distance of 308 miles. The

area of this irregular tract, is 86,294 square miles, or 55,228,-

160 square acres. Nearly all of Idaho lies in the basin of the
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Upper Columbia River, being generally mountainous, and

containing an abundance of minerals and metals. Gold and

.silver-bearing rocks are found in many localities, and gold-

dust deposits are numerous.

The first discovery of gold m this territory, was made in

1852, on the Pend d Oreille, or “Pond Orvilles,” a river of

Kootenai county, in the extreme north of the territory, near

the lake bearing the same name as the stream. There was

but a small yield of gold from the Pend d Oreille region, and

no profitable mining of gold in the territory until 1860, when

it was discovered in placer deposits on Oro Fino ereek, a

stream flowing into the Clearwater river.

Gold mines were found in the Boise basin, Boise county,

near the center of the territory, in 1862. The Owyhee mines,

in the south-western part of the territory, south of Smoke
river, in Owyhee county, and mostly on Jordan creek, were

discovered in 1863. Since, gold and silver mines have been

opened in every county of Idaho, the precious metals being

everywhere found on the upper waters of the rivers.

The most important quartz mines, are in the central and

south- western part of the territory. The richest of these are

the Owyhee vcin.s, in which silver is the predominating metal.

The most productive of the other quartz mines, are those of

Boise basin, an elliptical depressed . area 25 miles long, from

north to south, and 18 miles wide from east to west. The

quartz veins of Kootenai county arc extensive, and many
quartz mills are in operation in that district. The most im-

portant placers, axe those of Boise basin, and those lying along

the upper streams of the Salmon and Clearwater rivers and

their confluents, in Shoshone, ISez Pcrces, Idaho and Lemhi

counties.

The bullion taken in Idaho, up to 1863, w’as valued at $45,-

000,000; by June 30, 1876, this amount is estimated to have

been increased to more than $77,000,000, but the statistical

data upon which these conclusions arc based, arc confessedly

imperfect. For the year ended June 30, 1880, the Director of
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the Mint reports a deposit of gold from Idaho to the value

of $010,540.73. Ilydraulic mining having been introduced

there for a number of years, the exhaustion of the principal

placers of gold already begun must proceed rapidly, but the

increa.^c in the number of quartz gold mines, and the exten-

sion operations upon the auriferous rocks, will, it is supposed,

be sufficient to keep up the supply of gold, while the yield of

silver, to be noted hereafter, may increase.

Eastward of Idaho, to longitude 104 degrees West from

Greenwich, and, except a small area in the south-west, above

the 45th parallel of latitude North, is the territory of Mon-

tana, the Toy-a-he Shock up, or “Land of the Mountains” of

the Snake Indians. This territory was made up of a large sec-

tion set oft' from Idaho during May, 1864, and a tract of about

2,000 square miles in the south-west, taken in 1873 from Dakota.

Tlie Couer d Alene, or Bitter Root Mountains, are partly in

Idaho, and partly in Montana; the Rocky Mountains cro.ss

the western part of the last nearly from north to south, and

the eastern part of the territory is occupied by several ranges

of less extent and elevation. The mountains of this region arc

not as rugged as those farther south, and yet they contain

many peaks of great magnitude, and present some of the most

sublime and beautiful scenery known in the world. The ter-

ritory is very well supplied with rivers, and has an immense

amount of available water power, though irrigation is neces-

sary to agriculture in some places.

The geologic formation of Montana is complex and irregular;

the region of the Rocky Mountains pre.scnt.s’ igneous rocks

of basalt, granite, and different metamorphic formations. The

central part of the territory shows the cft'ect of earthquakes,

in the disturbed and contorted forms of various silurian, trias-

sic, and juras.sic strata. The eastern part of the country, is

silurian, cretaceous, and tertiary. About the head-waters of

the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers, are numerous geysers

and hot springs, indicative of igneous action still going on in

the fiery caverns beneath the surface.
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The metamorphic rocks of Montana, contain large amounts

of gold, and the precious metals, combined, or practically sepa-

rate, are found iu every part of the territory. Gold was first

discovered there in placer deposits during the year 1852, at lati-

tude 47 degrees North, between longitude 113 and 114 degrees

West from Greenwich, on a branch of Ilell Gate river, now
called Gold creek, but no mining was done until late in 1861.

Further discoveries of gold placers were made from 50 to 80

miles south-east of Gold creek, on the upper streams of Idell

Gate river, in Deer Lodge valley. One of the earliest diggings

was in Alder Gulch, the site of the Capital, Virginia City,

Madison county. The gold field around Cannock City, Beaver

Head county, iu the south-west of the territory, was discovered

iu 1861. Not long after gold was discovered on the present

site of the town of Helena, in Lewis and Clark county, the

placer becoming known as Last Chance Gulch. Other dis-

coveries of gold deposits followed in many places; gold was

found iu a number of quartz veins, and silver mines were

opened. So numerous were dheoveries of this kind about that

time, that the miners in an actual embarrasment of riches,

often left one well-paying placer and migrated to another sup-

posed to be richer.

The same scenes and experiences already described as having

been observable iu California, were repeated in Montana.

The discovery of gold induced a great emigration
;
the only

available means of transportation were steamboat.s voyaging

au immense distance up the Missouri river to Fort Benton, or

other wise, by wagon trains or pack mule.s, over a vast country

almost absolutely without the vestige of a road. There was

little or no agriculture in the territory, aud following the sud-

den incrca.se of population, a want of provisions was soon felt.

There was fortunately an ample supply of good beef, and upon

this alone the miners subsisted during the first winter; flour

for bread, which was all reserved for the women and children,

was sold at this time at the rate of one hundred dollars in gold

for a sack holding one hundred pounds. Of course, these ex-
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treme hardships and famine prices measurably disappeared

with the subsequent seasons, yet the opening of the Montana
^gold field was for sometime a work which, for natural and un-

avoidable reasons, was attended with incrcdilde suflerimr.

Up to the date of the discovery of gold therein, ^Montana

had been known chiefly as a place of resort for hunters and

trappers; the opening of the mines hastened the partial colo-

nization of the territory. Considerable settlements were soon

made in Deer Lodge valley
;
at Confederate Gulch the town

of Diamond City sprang up, "When the diggings were opened

at Alder Gulch, upon the site of the present town of Virginia

City, the prospect of gold in unlimited amounts was reasona-

bly entertained.

By 1877, gold to the value of over $25,000,000 had been

taken from Alder Gulch, and although much exhausted by

constant working, part of the deposit was still operated upon

to a fair profit. The diggings in Last Chance Gulch, at Helena,

were still richer.

The first quartz mill in Montana, was put up early in the

year 18G3. As the actual resources of the territory came to

be understood, the extreme excitement first created became

modified, the business of mining was extended to silver, iron,

and coal, the great industry of the territory was carried on

with energy and success, but more quietly and skillfully, and

without the extravagant expectations of profit so often re-

alized in the beginning.

The bullion produced in Montana in 1862, has been esti-

mated at a value of $500,000
;
by 1866, the yield of the same

had reached its maximum, and was worth for that year $16,-

500,000
;

it fell off rapidly after 1868, being worth but $4,000,-

000 in 1874. Up to 1875, the total yield of bullion from Mon-

tana, was valued at $120,901,386. Of this amount, much the

larger part was gold. The silver produced in Montana in

1872, was valued at only $351,944, and in 1873, at $176,500.

The census of 1870, credited Montana with 683 gold mines,

which may be multiplied almost indefinitely. The inaccessi-

2A
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bility of this remote region, is the great reason an even larger

development has not been reached. The Northern Paeific

Railroad, delayed but not abandoned, will in a few years eross

Montana, and then, with more reliable eommunications, an

importation of machinery, a settlement of the country, and an

extension of mining enterprises may be considered certain.

The territory of Dakota lies between Latitude 41 degrees

40 minutes and 49 degrees North latitude, and longitude 96

degrees 25 minutes and 104 degrees West from Greenwich.

This district is 414 miles long, by 360 miles wide, and con-

tains an area of 148,932 .square miles, or 95,315,840 acres.

The ^Missouri river crosses Dakota from southca.st to north-

west; a number of other important rivers flow to the Mis-

souri
;
there arc many small streams and numerous lakes, the

country being in general well watered. The great surface

features of Dakota, are large elevated plains, from which ari.se

abrupt elevations of 500 to 1,500 feet above the local level.

Mort of file surface rocks arc of the cretaceous or still more

recent formations. The notable exceptions are in the valley

of tlie Red river, along the north-western boundary of the

territory, whore the Silurian strata arc indicated by salt

springs
;
and in the Black Ilill.s, on the western boundary, un-

der the 44th parallel of latitude North, where arc found, the

developments of earlier geologic systems.

The survey of Dakota has not been completed, nor its rnin-

eralogical resources even approximately reported. Gold has

been discovered and worked for with sucec.^s in the Black

Hills, and it is expected that Dakota will in time become a

very productive general mining district.

The state of Nebraska, Ivin" south of Dakota as far as the

40th parallel of latitude North, presents the general aspect of

a vast plain sloping eastward to the Missouri valley. The

geologic strata arc the upper carboniferous, the permian, and

cretaceous, according to locality, the state containing very lit-

tle gold or silver, a small amount of good coal, and but little

other mineral wealth, except salt, which as obtained from the
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salt springs of Lancaster county by solar evaporation, yields

to cliemical analysis 98 3-10 per centum of pure chloride of

sodium, the purest common salt in the world.

The territory of Wyoming, lying between latitude 41 de-

grees and 45 degrees North, and longitude 104 degrees and

111 degrees West from Greenwich, is a part of the Rocky
Mountain region, being crossed by the Medicine Bow, Green

River, and Wind River ranges, and containing in the north

the Big Horn Mountains, and on the north-eastern border part

of the Black Hills. Fremont’s Peak, near the center of the

territorv, is 13,570 feet above the level of the sea. The fa-

mous reservation of the Yellow Stone National Park, one of

the most remarkable geologie districts in the world, is mostly

included in the north-west corner of Wyoming.
The production of gold in Wyoming has been limited to a

comparatively small result. The Great South Pass, over the

Wind River Mountains, about latitude 42 degrees 15 minutes

North, and longitude 109 degrees 20 minutes West from

Greenwich, lying 7489 feet above the level of the sea, was

used by the Pony E.xpress Companies, as part of the route to

California, before the construction of the Pacific railroads.

About twelve miles north of this pass, in Sweetwater county,

gold was di.scovcrcd, and in this Sweetwater district, gulch

diggings of small extent, have been developed. In the same

neighborhood, a considerable number of gold-bearing quartz

veins were also found, and a few of them have been worked

with good results, for a short time each.

Laramie Peak, in Albany county, about latitude 42 degrees

15 minutes North, and longitude 105 degrees and 30 minutes

West from Greenwich, a mountain 10,000 feet above the level

of the sea, is the center of a range of mountains containing

gold. The slopes of the Medicine Bow Mountains, in Albany

and Carbon counties, have been successfully j^rospected and

worked for the preeious metals. The mountains west of Lar-

amie City yield gold, and mines of the same have been opened

near the town itself. There bad been received from Wyo-



436 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

mlng, at the various mints and assay offices of the United States

Government, down to June 30, 1875, an amount of gold valued

at $174,146.09. There was received from the same territory,

at the same places of deposit, during the fuscal year 1876, gold

to the value of $18,419.66; during 1878, $52,921.02; during

1879, $27,255.85
;
during 1880, $17,320.70. The total amount

of gold received as above stated, down to June 30, 1880, was

valued at $728,760.33
;
the total amount of silver received to

the same date having been valued at $11,793.86. What
amount of the precious metals taken from Wyoming, passed

down to this time, through the hands of private assayers and

refiners into use in the arts and manufactures, or w'as e.vportcd,

would, as in the case of other territories or states, be difficult

to determine.

The state of Colorado, comprising the most elevated por-

tion of the Rocky Mountain region, is situated between lati-

tude 37 degrees and 41 degrees North, and longitude 102 de-

grees and 109 degrees West from Greenwich, covering an area

of 104,500 square milc.s, or 66,880,000 acres. The center of

Colorado is the w'atcrshcd of the continent, the Rocky Moun-
tains in that section presenting an average elevation of some

10,000 feet above the sea, with numerous peaks which rise

three thousand, four thousand, or five thousand feet alx)ve

this altitude. From Mount Lincoln, in the north-west of the

central region of Colorado, having a total elevation of 14,000

feet, there are visible 200 mountain tops, some 13,000 feet

above the sea, and 25 more quite as high as that from which

the observation is taken. The Rocky Mountains cross Colo-

rado nearly north and south wc.st of the center of the state, in

three almost parallel ranges. The eastern line of mountains

is called the Front or Colorado range, west of this is the Park

range, west of the Park range, and south of Mount Lincoln, is

the line of the Sierra Madre, and between the two, below Dake

county, the Sah watch Mountains. The Sierra do la Platte

Tange runs westward from the Sierra Madre, just above the

38th parallel of latitude North.
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The rivers of Colorado are large and numerous^ flowing be-

yond its borders to the north, south, east, and west. Several

of the rivers of greatest importance rise in remarkable great

valleys, or basins, called parks, between the mountains, all

supposed to have been the bottoms of lakes previous to an

ancient era of volcanic action,, the traces of which are most

noticeable in the elevated country to the west.

The main range of mountains is composed of gneissic, graur

itic and similar rocks, and these also form the main body of

the mountains to the east. The short intersecting ranges

which bound the parks on the north and south, abound in

boulder drift; the parks themselves have a sub-stratum of

sedimentary rocks, with beds of gypsum in places, and a num-

ber of salt springs. The eastern portion of Colorado is in gen-

eral an elevated rolling prairie, rising from cast to west. In

the cast are cretaceous rocks with alluvial deposits, while uuy

dcr the surface of the section, and along the foot hills west of

the plains, arc very wide carboniferous beds, often thirty feet

deep, containing an unlimited supply of good coal of various

kinds, often lying in immediate proximity to an abundance of

magnetic and hematite iron ores.

The first organized attempt at an exploration of Colorado,

was made by a band of civilized Cherokee Indians in 1857,

but they were met and driven back by the nomadic wild tribes

of the country. In 1858, explorations of the region formerly

known as “The Great American Desert,” were made by two

parties, one from Georgia and one from Lawrence, in Kansas.

Both of these companies claimed to have discovered gold in

deposits which paid for working, in several valleys near Pikers

Peak, a mountain 14,000 feet above the sea, discovered by Gen.

Zcbulon M. Pike during the year 1806, in latitude 38 degrees

and 50 minutes North, and longitude 105 degrees West from

Greenwich, and now included in the western part of El Paso

county, Colorado. However, the first really remunerative

workings for gold in the Pike's Peak district, were in rich

deposits discovered in May, 1859, fifty miles north-west of the
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Peak, at the base of the Colorado Mountains, near llio loarcej

of Clear Creek. There gold was rapidly secured in great

quantities, and a great excitement and rush of emigration fol-

lowed. The name of Pike’s Peak was made to eover all cen-

tral Colorado for a time, and to reach the district incredible

hardships were endured by many. The emigrants being un-

provided with orovisioas or other requisites for the dangerous

and prolonged journey they undertook, often died a miserable

death by the way, or arrived at the end of their long and te-

dious pilgrimage on the verge of starvation. But the gold

was there, for those who reached the placers and could find

strength to work, and so the peril and disaster were forgotten,

and new adventurers constantly pushed on to share the good

luck of the fortunate among those who had preceded them.

In 1860, Colorado, though without any organic local govern-

ment, had a population of 35,000 persons, of whom by far the

greater portion were males; its territorial organization was

cfl'ectcd by Act of Congress in February, 1801. The Colora-

do gold placers first found, were rapidly c.\,hausted. but it was

meantime discovered that gold also e.xistcd most abundantly

in lodes or fissure vein.s, running in general from south-we.st

to north-cast, but forming groups a mile or two wide, and two

or more miles long each, made up at the surface, of numerous

complicated veins involved in an intricate network. Thc.se

lodes and the placers were ascertained to be more or less fre-

quent and extensive throughout a belt some 50 miles wide,

lying across the center of the territory from north to south.

At the same time silver was dLscovered, with the gold, or in

rich deposits of surface or galena ores, at many places, in dif-

ferent parts of the central zone described. The bright pros-

pects first entertained by the gold miners of Colorado, were

not immediately realized. There was gold in plenty, the ores

as.saying in bulk from thirty to forty dollars the ton, but the

precious metal was held in a form not familiar to those who
handled the ores, being generally combincAl with copper and

sulphur, or with iron in the condition of pyrites. The cop-
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per and iron sulphurets were mostly found together, the iron

generally most abundant, but the copper under such circum-

stances always carrying most gold. The successful practical

treatment of such ores was a perplexing problem, and so re-

mains, though of late better understood. At first, the diffi-

culty of extracting the gold from Colorado ores was so great

as to lead to an utter abandonment of many veins, and general

discouragement among operators. The growth of the terri-

tory was in consequence very slow for several years.

Regardless, howev'er, of its mineral wealth, and the trouble-

some ores of gold, Colorado was found well worthy the con-

sideration of the emigrant, .stock raiser, or farmer, and a con-

siderable number of such persons, with their attendant me-

chanics and traders, gradually found their way into the state

and quietly settled there. During this time, the fame of the

gold of Pike’s Peak and the surrounding country, had become

general, and a great amount of enterprise, money, invention,

skill, and tireless industry, were brought to bear upon the

vexatious problem of how-to profitably secure the same. The

results of the.se efforts were generally discouraging, often ruin-

ous to tho.se who undertook them, but it was not in the na-

ture of the people of the United States, to allow thcmsclv’’es to

be bafiled by any obstacle less than an impossibility. The

failure of the many, was the education of the few, and less

care was taken to count the life, money, and energy wasted

in sometimes unscientific experiments, than to speculate upon

the riches awaiting those who, by a cheap and rapid process,

should separate from the ores, even approximately, the amount

of gold they were, by careful and very costly chemical analy-

sis, demonstrated to contain.

According to Le Conte: “Gold originally existed in quartz

veins usually associated with metallic sulphides, particularly

l\\G sulphide of tron (pyrites). If the pyrites be dis.solvcd in

nitric acid, the gold is left as minute threads and crystals scat-

tered through the pyrites. Now, when such a vein is exposed

to meteoric {^meteorological. Pertaining to the atmosphere
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and its phenomena’

—

Editor), agencies, the pyrites arc oxi-

dized, j)artly as soluble sulphate and carried away, and partly

as insoluble reddish peroxide of iron, which remains. The

quartz-vein stone is, therefore, left in a honey-comb condition

by the removal of the pyrites, and more commonly stained of

a rusty color by the peroxide. Among the cells of this rusty

cellular quartz, the gold is found in minute sharp grains, evi-

dently left by the removal of the pyrites. Ilcncc, in an au-

riferous quartz vein, along the outcrop to a depth of thirty to

sixty feet, gold is found free in small grains among the cellu-

lar quartz, but below the reach of these agencies it is enclosed

in the uudecomposed pyrites.”

This statement seems to have been demonstrated in the

quartz veins of Colorado; there the free gold was found near

the surface, and as in the ores of Nevada, de.scribcd on page

429
;
the proportion of gold found, increased as the mines were

worked downwards. But in Colorado, the greater amount of

gold found by chemical analysis to exist in the deepest por-

tions of the veins, was too iiitimatelv combined with the sul-

phides and locked in the rock to be secured by ordinary pro-

ccs.«es, and the percentage of loss in working, from the causes

already detailed on pages 405 and 415, increased with the

depth of the mine. Thus a Colorado gold-bearing quartz-

vein ore, when taken from the surface, might yield to chemi-

cal analysis, some thirty dollars worth of gold per ton
;
the

same vein at six hundred feet below the surface, would yield

a ver^' much greater amount of gohl to the same analysis.

The surface ore would return, to practical methods, that is to

say, to processes adapted to general u.se, some twenty or more

dollars worth of gold to each ton of ore operated upon. Sup-

posing the cost of the process to have been eight or even ten

dollars per ton, it would seem evident that all was needed, was

enough of such oi« to keep the stamps in oj>eration, to insure

the boundless wealth of tho.se who wrought them. How much
more brilliant was the prospect, when it came to be considered,

that the quartz veins extended to a great depth, and might bo
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relied upon to double, or even more increase the amount of

gold per ton contained in them, as they grew deeper? But

what was the disappointment, when it was found in many such

cases, that the greatest practical result was obtained only from

ores which had for ages been subject to the action of the

weather and atmosphere, and that the ores from below, though

chemically considered, growing richer and richer as they were

taken from greater depths, grew more and more obdurate and

unmanageable, until they no more returned the cost of the

process employed upon them.

To produce in a day by art, results like those brought

about by exposure to natural agencies for age after age, to

break down, comminute, desulphurize, and separate such ores,

has been the object of numerous inventions and costly de-

vices; improvements have been made, some of which have

already been noted in this writing as used elsewhere, experi-

ments arc still carried on, and apparatuses yet incomplete,

will, as is assumed by- their makers, give much more favora-

ble results than any yet attained. The gold produced in Col-

orado during the year 1880, exceeded, according to the Cir-

cular of Wells, Fargo & Company, that produced in 1879, by

no less than the value of $6,871,474, and this chiefly from the

Leadvillc district. The base bullion shipped from Leadville,

during January, 1881, was estimated at 2,625 tons, worth $817,-

000, beside refined bullion to the value of $65,000, an aggregate

of $882,000 for the mouth. The population of Colorado, given

as 35,000 persons in 1860, had increased to but 39,864 in 1870
;

by 1880, this had enlarged to 174,649 persons, a growth during

the last ten years of 154,785, or at the rate of 388.9 per centum,

showing a much more rapid proportionate development, than

any other state or territory of the United States for the same

time. Doubtless, in this case, the progress of the past decade,

may be accepted as a reasonable forecast of^he future, and Col-

orado be considered for years to come, the reliable source of an

increasing yield of gold, and hereafter, one of the great agri-

cultural and manufacturing states of the productive west.
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A part of the lands acquired by the United States by con-

quest and by purchase from Mexico, was the tract included

between 31 degrees 20 minutes and 37 minutes latitude North,

and 103 degrees 2 minutes and 109 degrees 2 minutes longi-

tude West from Greenwich, an area of 121,201 square miles,

or 77,563,640 acres, comprised in the territory still known as

New Mexico. The boundaries of this territory of the United

States originally included the whole of Arizona and parts each

of Colorado and Nevada. The general surface of New Mexico

forms part of the vast elevated plain upon which ri.se the

ranges of the Rocky Mountain system which includes the

Sierra Madre. This table land slopes toward the south, the

average elevation decreasing acro.ss the territory in the course

of 390 to 400 miles from 6,000 or 8,000 to 3,000 or 3,500 feeti

above the sea. Scattered upon the surface are numerous high

or moderately elevated mountain ranges and hundreds of sum-

mits connected or detached. Of these, the highc.st known are

Mount Taylor of the Zuni range district, in latitude 35 degrees

North, and longitude 103 degrees AVest from Greenwich, and

Topped Peak, in the Zuni range at the north-western part of the

territory, each of the.se mountains rising to an altitude of about

10,000 feet above the general level of the adjacent plateaus, and

in all some 15,000 or 16,000 feet above the .sea. These, and

other peaks less elevated, are covered with perpetual snow.

The mountain ranges of New Aicxico, all being parts of the

Rocky Mountain.s, tend in general from north to south, but

diverge to east or west in certain sections. These ranges arc

called variously the Gaudalupe, tlic Facramento, the Organ

Mountain.s, the White, or Sierra a Blanco, the Ilueca, the

Capitana, the Sierra San Mateo, the Zuni, the Sierra del Datil,

the Sierra Mimbres, the San Juan, the Mogollon, the Pina-

leno, the Peloncito, the Chiricahua, the Sierra dc Chu.sca, and

other local names. ^Thc general name of Sierra Madre is ap-

plied to several ranges in the west, while the central chain is

known in common as the Rocky Mountains. The .south-west

of New Mexico is occupied hy a desert called El LUano Esta-
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cado, or the Staked Plains. The great river called the Rio

Grande del Norte, which rises in San Luis Park, Colorado,

above the 38th parallel of latitude North, flows southwardly

through the central section of New ^lexico and entirely across

the territory
;

this, and its tributary the Pecos, rising a little

north-west of the intersection of the 36th parallel of latitude

North, and the 105th meridian of longitude West from Green-

wich, and also flowing southward beyond the boundary, are

the principal rivers of New Mexico. Neither of these rivers

are navigable within this territory.

The eastern and central parts of New Mexico have not as

yet been perfectly explored, and the western region beyond

the Sierra Madre, contains considerable districts which arc

practically an unknown country. To the east of the lOoth

meridian west from Greenwich and of the Pecos river, the

surface of the territory descends gradually eastward, toward

the Mississippi valley and slopes to the south in the direction

of the gulf of Mexico

The surface rocks of the great table land of this territory

are mostly of the tertiary and lower Cretaceous formations.

The mountains between the Rio Grande and Pecos rivers, are

principally of syenitic rocks which have been thrust upwards

through palaeozoic sandstones and carboniferous limestones.

The sandstones and limestones are intersected by dikes of por-

phyry and traversed by mineral lodes. The plateau of the

Sierra Madre in the west and south-west of the territory, rests

upon Ezoic rocks, and these make up the basic body of the

Sierra Madre and Rocky Mountain ranges. The summits of

the mountains are, however, as has been noted, metamorphic

formation^ mostly porphyry, trap and basalt. On the northern

boundary of New Mexico, west of the Rio Grande, and some

75 miles wide toward the south, is a volcanic region. Mount

Taylor, already described, is the center of a volcanic area, and

the Mai Pais (Bad Country), east of the Rio Grande, above

and below latitude 33 degrees North, is covered with lava,

volcanic sand, and salt marshes. Extensive horizontal beds
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of lava, spread over sandstone strata, are remarkable features

of the geology of New Mexico. The lava and igneous rocks

of the volcanic districts just described, indicate an era of vol-

canic action which ended but a few hundred years ago. Many
of the rivers of New Mexico have formed canons, in the depths

of which they still continue to flow. The sides of these can-

ons sometimes show beds of coal in positions to admit of

mining. The sandstones of the central mesas, or table moun-

tains, contain beds of lignite and of bituminous coal several

feet thick, between layers of shales, fire-clay, and ores of iron.

Such beds exist in many localities, but in volcanic areas, as

in the Placicre Mountains, where porphyry has been formed

and igneous action brought to bear upon the coal bearing

strata, the carboniferous beds have been completely changed

into an excellent quality of anthracite. The central plateau

and the country west of the Rio Grande, contain variegated

marls and beds of gypsum, salt and iron are abundant, copper

ores arc plentiful and very rich, and New Mexico, for nearly

two and a half centuries, has been known to Europeans as a

country prolific of silver and gold.

The discovery of gold in New Mexico, as in Arizona, was

prehistoric. "When in 1492, Columbus reached the West In-

dian islands. New Mexico contained a large semi-civilized popu-

lation, who cultivated the soil, manufactured cotton and woolen

goods, worked the metals and builded houses of great size and

several stories high, with walls of stone, of which the ruins

still remain, with other traces of their occupancy and im-

j)rovement of the country. The remnants of the once great

Indian population of the territory, arc found in the citizens of

nineteen Pueblos, or Indian villages, who now number some

7,000 persons, and own a half million or more dollars worth

of property. These Pueblo Indians, though hindered from

voting, arc really citizens of the United States and Christians,

in a manner, and yet follow the same methods of life described

as peculiar to them and their country for the past three cen-

turies.
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New Mexico is from 1,000 to 1,500 miles from the landing

places of the Spaniards who invaded Mexico, and hundreds of

miles from any possible approach by shipping, even via the

gulf of California, and yet the fellow-countrymen of Grijalva

and Cortes had forced their way into the heart of the territory,

almost a hundred 3'cars before the English settled in New Eng-

land. The men who survived the disastrous expedition to

Florida under Pamfilo do Narvaez, in 1528, were led into New

Mexico by Alvar Nunez, in 1537 or earlier
;
the result of their

observations there was made known to the viceroy of Mexico.

An expedition to New Mexico under Marco de Niza, was made

in 1539, which was followed by another under Coronado in

1540
;
this last crossed the entire territory, as is proved by

the description given of the same by Castaneda, the historian

who accompanied the party of exploration.

The name of New Mexico was given to the newly-discov-

ered country, in or about 1581, when an expedition led thither

by Capt. Francisco dc Bonillo, first made known its great min-

eral and metallic riches. About this time, a Franciscan mis-

.sionary, by the name of Augustin Ruiz, undertook to convert

the Indians of New Mexico, but lost his life at their hands.

In 1592, two partially successful efibrts were made to plant

colonies of Spaniards in New Mexico, and Don Antonio Itspcjo

having been made Commandante, entered the province with a

body of armed men. No great measure of success followed,

and in 1595, or 1599, the viceroy of Mexico sent Juan de

Onate to take possession of New Mexico in the name of Spain,

and found colonies, establish mission.s, and maintain forts in

the new province.

The administration of Onate was considered most success-

ful; the missions were established, the forts were built, the

colonies grew apace; by dint of powder and persuasion, the

Indians were conquered and converted, or in the case of the

wild tribes, driven into the deserts; placers of gold dust and

veins of silver were discovered
;
mines were opened

;
diggings

developed;' the Christianized Indians were enslaved, and un-
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dcr cruel taskmasters perished in great numbers, through

hardships and overwork, in securing the precious metals for

those who, full of professions of the religion of Jesus, mani-

fested an avarice would have shamed any Pagan, and a cru-

elty might have been the inspiration of a fiend.

The Pueblo Indians were very patient, but their sufferings

became too much for human endurance, and they made re-

peated attempts at revolt. At length, in 1680, they regained

their freedom, and drove the Spaniards from most of their

country. All the northern j>art of New Mexico was held by

the Indians until 1698, when the Spaniards, having already

been several times defeated, reconquered the entire region;

obtaining, however, but a portion of their former power over

the natives, and this w.as exercised with greater moderation

and humanity. In 1822, Mexico, and New Mexico, declared

their independence of Spain, when New Mexico became a

Mexican state. As such, it was invaded by United States

troops in 1846, and in 1848 ceded to the United States by Uic

treaty of Gaudalupe Uidalgo. New Mexico w.as organized as

a territory of the United States Sept. 9, 1850. Slavery was

recognized by the territorial legislature in 1859, but abolished

at the suggestion of Gen. E. R. S. Canby, of the United States

army, in 1881, which Act emancipated the Indian peon«, put-

ting an end to a local system of serfdom which had existed

for two hundred and fifty years.

During the year 1862, New Mexico was the scene of some

severe fighting between Confederate troops under Gen. II. F.

Sibley, and the forces of the United States Government under

Gen. E. R. S. Canby. Finally, the plots of tho.se recreant offi-

cers, who sought to deliver the territory to the Confederacy,

were circumvented, and Gen. Sibley withdrew, having lost half

his command in killed, wounded and prisoners
;
he declaring

the territory not worth one fourth of the cost.

The subsequent growth of New Mexico was slow, and

though several times before Congrc.ss for admission to the

Union, it has failed to lx.*come a state. The population of
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this territory in 1850, numbered 61,547
;
in 1860, it was re-

ported as 93,516; and in 1870, at 91,874, of whom nine-tenths

were supposed to be Mexicans. The Census of 1880, gives

New Mexico a population of 118,430, and, as a considerable

emigration thither has taken place, the proportion of residents

other than Mexicans has increased. In addition to the vari-

ous returns just noted, the territory has contained some 20,-

000 Indians, outside of the several tribes.

The Indians of New Mexico are at once of the most peace-

able, and of the most murderous description. The Pueblos,

who live in great communistic edifices, are inoffensive and in-

dustrious, while the Comanches and Apaches are notorious

for their ferocity. The raids and plundering expeditions of

the last two tribes, the difficulty in securing clear titles to land,

and the scarcity of water in some sections, have operated to-

gether to hinder the development of mines and check every

other form of indus.try. As these obstacles arc gradually over-

come, a great' impetus is given to progress, new mines are

opened in every direction, settlements multiply, or increase,

and furni.<-h a market for the produce of adjoining states.

The most important sources of gold in New Mexico, are the

Moreno district in the north [)art of the territory, on the east-

ern slope of the Pocky Mountains, in Colfax county
;
that of

Pinos Altos, in Grant county, south of the Zuni Mountains;

and the Old and New Placercs Mountains, along the course of

the Rio del Norte, in Santa Fe and Bernalillo counties. The

Sierra Blanco, Jicarilla, Carrizo, and Patos Mountains of Lin-

coln county, and the Magdalena Mountains of Socooro county,

also contain productive gold mines. There are beside, dig-

gings in Taos county, and in Rio Arriba county, in the region

of Santa Fe. In fiict, there are placers, such as most of those

already named, more or less rich, known in various parts of

the territory, too numerous for record here, and new di.scov-

ories add largely to the number.

Five years ago, the quartz gold-bearing veins of New Mex-

ico were worked at some few points, but to a limited extent.
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The ores then worked were sueh as yield from 50 to 75, or

sometimes $1()0 per ton; they were less obdurate and refrac-

tory than those of Colorado, already described, yielding easily

and readily to proper treatment, and returning a large per-

centage of their contents of precious metal as a result of the

process. In 1870, New Mexico was reported to be producing

gold to the value of $343,250 each year. lu 1874, the yearly

product of gold in the territory, was officially estimated to

have Ixjcn worth $500,000 each year for several years. !Mean-

time, the production of silver, copper, lead and coal became

more and more important.

Since the opening of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad across the interior of New Mexico, the development

of the territory has been remarkably stimulated. The exist-

ence of immense deposits of mineral, rich in the precious metals,

has, according to current report, already been abundantly proved

by the recent researches of mineralogists whose rcjmtaiions

in principal mining districts of the west, has been such that

their statements can be considered authentic. The interchange

of mining property from the original “locaters” to eastern

capitalists and various corporations for large sums of money,

even before any considerable work had been done, is held by

local writers of the territory to jirove that the value of the

mines has not been overestimated.

The Pinos Altos mining district of Grant county, is de-

scribed as the only part of New Mexico where gulch mining

has been carried on to any great c.xtcnt. The four j>rincipal

ravines where work has been done, arc Bear creek. Whisky
creek, San Domingo creek and Atlantic creek, beside which

arc hundreds of side ravines emptying into them. These ra-

vines can be worked the year round with rockers, by which

the miners can always make wages, and in the rainy season

extensive and profitable ojicrations can be carried on. The
veins of a characteristic locality of this district, arc represented

as being all true fissure, never “pinching out”
;
at the depth

of from 50 to 100 feet the ore changes from a free oxide to
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pyrites, under wliich, as is supposed, pyritous sulphides are

to be found. Tlic deepest work yet done in these veins, i.s

less than 150 feet below the surface, where the pyrites are

found, and as these cannot be reduced with an arrastra, the

apparatus still in use, the diggings arc for the time carried no

farther downward. The general leads carry silver, though

only gold has been taken out, large amounts of silver having

been wa.shed away into the Gila river, as no attempt has ever

been made to .save it. One of the recently-opened gold mines

of New Mexico, is described as follows in the last issue (Feb-

ruary £6, ISSl), of a trusted periodical devoted to mines and

mining: “A tunnel was run into the claim, in the direction

that it was expected the lead took. But after getting in fifty

or sixty feet, it was found that the dip was altogether differ-

ent, and the tunnel was run at ri^ht angles to the direction

first taken. A cross-cut was made twelve feet in one direction

and fifteen in another. In this chaml)er there is gold to the

right of 3'ou, gold over head, and gold under foot. You can-

not put up your hand anywhere without covering the measure.

Holding up a light, the walls fairly glisten with gold. A shaft

has been sunk, and fifteen feet above the chamber is the same

rich ore, as gleams and glistens on the roof of the chamber.

It is no wonder that the owners,
,
hold the price at $750,-

000. In fact, it is estimated there is more than that amount

in sight, as the lowest-grade ore will run as high as $500 to

the ton.” A specimen of this ore, .said to have been chipped

off, 44 feet down the shaft just described, is almost a nugget

of gold.

There was deposited in the Unite! States Mints and Assay

Offices, during the fiscal 3'ear 1881, gold from New Mexico to

the value of $91,037.28. Making all necessary allowance, for

the bias toward exaggeration, self-interest, local pride, or san-

guine enthusiasm may cause in the reports of the mines of

New Mexico, it is evident that the territor}', one of the dis-

tricts first occupied bj^ white men in the interior of the Ameri-

can continent, and where some of the oldest mines of the West-
2B
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ern ITemisphere are still productive, is, with the adjoining ter-

ritory of Arizona, to become anew the scene of adventure,

speculation and enterprise in pursuit of the precious and other

metals.

Doubtless, mistakes will be made by the reckless, and losses

incurred by the unwary, but it is considered certain that un-

der the stable control of the United States, with an infusion

of a varied emigration, the advent of railroads, and the appli-

cation of new methods and perfected machinery to old, and

new, reliable sources of mineral wealth, the settlement and

progress of the whole section will be rapid, judicious invest-

ments there be made profitable, local industry rewarded, and

the world’s supply of gold and, silver largely augmented there-

by year after 3'car for a long time to come.

Besides its mines. New Mexico, though generally counted

a total de.sert, by those who derive their misinformation from

certain te.xt books of a generation ago, has a capacity for stock

raising, farming and fruit culture not at all to bo despised.

Thousands of acres of tillable land need no irrigation
;
there

are already choice vine\’ards, the grapes from which make
splendid wines. As in California, a great amount of land can

be made fruitful by an available supply of water; moreover,

the climate is generally very healthful. Since the introduc-

tion of railroads into New Mexico, stock raising there has in-

creased very rapidly, ^^et few “Americans” have penetrated

the agricultural di.stricts of the territor}'
;
when they have

done so, and made application of their capital, their improved

machinery, skill, and energy to the arable soil, they will find

a ready and well-pa^dng local market for their produce, and

create in many parts of that .section of country, cattle ranges,

plantations, and farms, as valuable as an’' lands elsewhere used

for a similar purpose.

The slate of Kan.sas, named after an Indian tribe of the Da-

kota family, occu[)ics the territory Ixitwcen 37 degrees and 40

degrees latitude North, and longitude 94 degrees 40 minutes

and 102 degrees West from Greenwich. On the east of this
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tract, the strata are of the carboniferous system
;
the most of

the surface of this section is occupied by u[)per carboniferous

formations, and includes all the abundant coal measures of the

state; the lower carboniferous strata, are presented at the sur-

face, only in the south-east corner of Kansas. Further west,

the perrnian, the triassie, and the cretaceous formations suc-

ceed caeh other, the last extending west into Colorado, and to

the foot-hills of the Rocky Mountains. The mines of Kansa.s

are rich in coal, with which they supply several adjacent

states and territories
;
there are large quantities of very pure

salt in crystalized beds and springs; otherwise, the minerals

of the district are, as far as known, unimportant; the precious

metals have not been found in the state, and the geology of

Kansas, though rich in fossils and underlying a fertile soil,

gives no promise of future discoveries there of gold and

silver.

The Indian Territory, lying south of Kansas to latitude 33

degrees 35 minutes North, presents a geological development

which somewhat resembles that of Kansas; the Indians lo-

cated there on reservations, as wards of the United States,

farm some of the land. No mines have been opened, and the

precious metals are probably absent.

The great state of Texas, lying south of the Indian terri-

tory, and south and east from New Mexico, north of the Rio

Grande del Norte, to the gulf of Mexico, presents every kind of

soil and variety of surface. The whole country slopes gradu-

ally upward from the great gulf, on the south-east, to the

L Lano Estaeado or Staked Plain, which occupies the large

part of the west and north-west of the state. The gulf coast

is alluvial, the region back from the shore tertiary, and the

higher western lands cretaceous in formation. There are also

minor districts of palaeozoic, carboniferous, silurian, Jurassic,

triassie, and ezoic rocks. The mineralogy of Texas is but lit-

tle known. Gold has not been mined in the state, in any no-

table quantity
;
the workable placers and veins, if in exist-

ence, remain to be discovered. The north-west of the state.



452 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

contains large quantities of argentiferous galena, yielding a

large j)crccntage of silver. Cojiper abounds in exceedingly

rich veins and peculiar lodes, iron ores exist in large amount.s,

of good quality, convenient to vast beds of coal of various

kinds. There are other minerals of commercial value and ex-

tensive tracts of timber in the state, which already crossed by

railroads, is evidently destined to eventually become the home
of a vast and prosperous population.

Of the states forming the ivestern bank of the Mississippi

river, Minnesota alone is known to contain gold in quantities

likely to pay for the working of diggings or mines. Gold has

been discovered in White county, Arkansas, but not in such

quantities and conditions as to pay for the labor required to

obtain it. Missouri contains gold only in the drift .sands of

its rivers
;
the jdacers, as far as known, are not rich enough

to repay the trouble of washing. In the state of Minnesota,

gold and silver are found in but moderately profitable work-

ings, on the shores of Vermillion lake
;
the country around,

however, is reported to l)c so wild, that these deposits arc not

worked. The geology of the state of Minnesota, as far as ex-

plored, indicates the possibility of other and perhaps richer

.sources of the precious metals yet to be found therein. The
state of Wisconsin, on the east of the Mississippi river, and

between lakes Superior and Michig.an, contains but very small

quantities of gold and silver, these being found in a metallic

condition.

With these notes upon the sources of gold around the head-

waters of the Mississippi river, and the country west of the

great lakes, ends the general survey of the Rocky Mountain

gold field, as far as it is included in the United States. An
account of the gold-bearing districts of the British portion of

North America, is reserved for a future page. The vast sec-

tion of the mineral hands of the United States already described

herein, mostly presents its mines of the precious metals in a

manner indicative of their origin in, and connection with, the

same vast mountain system. The most noteworthy apparant
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exception to this general rule, is found in the mines of the

Black Hills, in Dakota, to which reference has been made on

page 434 of this volume.

The Black Hills country, lying in tne south-west portion of

the territory of Dakota, upon the head-waters of the Cheyenne

river, between the north and south forks of the same, is a re-

cently-discovered source of gold, which on account of its ex-

ceptional peculiarities, and very considerable fruitfulness, must

be somewhat especially described, before the consideration of

the resources of the great west is concluded. These “Hills”

are really mountains of moderate elevation, yet not a part of

the great mineral ranges upon which the mines of Idaho, Mon-

tana, Nevada, California and the AVest are principally located.

They arc instead, an isolated group of highlands, standing in

a region almost a plain. Among these eminences, gold has

been found throughout a district of some sixty miles or more

in length from north to south, and some fifteen or twenty

miles in width. There arc two kinds of ore bodies in this

field, the first, cement deposits, like placer mines, lying hori-

zontal, in conformity, or nearly so, with the surface, and found

all over the country.

These deposits are sometimes found in large masses, often

thirty, forty, or fifty feet thick, sometimes containing gold to

the value of three or four dollars per ton, and sometimes

yielding fifty dollars from the same amount of ore. Some of

the cement deposits are quite extensive and of great value.

The worth of any known deposit can be closely estimated, and

many of them arc large enough to each employ a forty-stamp

mill for a .score of years. The deposits lie upon a bed of .slate,

and are frequently covered by a cap of porphyritic rocks.

The materials of the deposits arc quartz gravel, and a kind of

cement, conglomerated and fused together; this matrix is

generally easily pulverized, but occasionally is hard as gran-

ite. The ores are quite free and easily milled, and the gold

which is found therein in coar.ser and heavier particles and

grains than in the fissure veins, is ea.sily saved.
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The quartz gold-bearing lodes of the Black Hills, are re-

garded by Professor Jenny as “fissure veins following the

stratification of the slates, with a strike of North 30 degrees

West, and a dip of 51 degrees north-east. The walls are

usually chlorite slate or a hard green chloritic quartzite, which

by oxidation and surface decomposition, forms the hard brown

‘iron rock’ of the mines. The wall rock is very solid and

compact.” The ore of some of the veins is described as a mi.x-

ture of ferruginous quartz with decomi^oscd chloritic slate,

which mills freely and allows the gold to be easily saved. The
ores of the Black Hills’ veins are, with but few exceptions, of

a low grade, yielding from eight to twenty-two dollars the ton.

The fissure veins of the whole belt are, as a general thing, very

wide and uniform. One cut of the vein of the Head'wood

mine, is 100 feet across, and similar lodes elsewhere show a

width of ICO feet. The ore pays for milling all the way from

the surface down, the whole of the ore and crevice material

returning a profit. The ore being perfectly free, according to

report, from base metals, the cost of reducing the products of

the mill to bullion is comparatively small. The cost of mining

and milling the average Black Hills’ ore, is estimated by a

resident observer, at three dollars a ton.

An 80 stamp mill, crushing ores yielding five dollars a ton,

is said to be able to make a profit of $300 each working day,

upon ores yielding $9, $12, $16, and even $22 the ton; the

cost of milling does not increase in proportion, and the profits

arc assumed to be very great. The water supply of the Black

Hills’ gold field, is copious, constant and reliable
;
in fiict, some

of the stamps arc very economically run by water pow'cr.

The first quartz mill erected in the Black Hills’ gold l>clt,

commenced work upon the ore, January 1st, 1876. In 1879,

there w’ere over 5,000 quartz-mining locations recorded in the

different districts, with 52 stamp mills of from 6 to 120 stamps

each, with an aggregate of 1,120 stamps in succcs.'^ful oj)cra-

tion. There were more than twenty prominently-developed

mines in the Hills at the date specified, many of which were
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yielding handsomely
;
producing, according to an estimate

made in the district, an amount of gold each month, worth
about $600,000.

Various sums, such as $20,000, $50,000, $70,000, $80,000,

$100,000, $120,000, and in one case, $400,000, have been paid

by capitalists of New York and San Francisco for a gold mine
in the Black Hills’ belt, and the profits, even upon such large

investments, have in many cases been very satisfactory. It

has been stated that there was not for three }'cars a single

mining failure in the Black Hills, where honest and careful

management was devoted to the enterprise. The owners of

mills in this district, though using no elaborate machinery,

claim to save by ordinary process, seventy-five per cent, of the

gold existing in the ores submitted to their working. All

circumstances considered, the holders of Black Hills’ property,

the era of wild speculation having passed, feel justified in an-

ticipating a high and long-continued prosperity for their gold-

producing region of countrv, and invite capital and emigra-

tion accordingly.

The yield of the Rocky Mountain gold field, the net product

of the states and territories west of the Missoun river, accord-

ing to the statement of Wells, Fargo k Company has been as

follows

:

1870 ... $ 33,750,000

1871 34,398,000

1872 38,177,395

1873 39,206,558

1874 38,466,488

1875 .... 39,968,194

1876 42,886,935

1877 44,880,223

1878 37,576,030

1879 31,470,262

1680 32,559,067

Total, for eleven years, I$ 413,239,152
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During the year 1880, the product of California showed an

increase of $579,579 in gold, and a decrease in silver of $360,*

873. Nevada showed a total falling off' in gold and silver of

$6,966,093
;
the yield from the Comstock being only $5,312,-

592, as against $8,830,562, in 1879—a decrease of $3,517,970.

The product of Eureka District was $4,639,025, as against $5,-

859,261 in 1879—a decrease of $1,220,236. Utah showed an

iiicrcaf c of $982,074. Colorado shows an increase of $6,871,-

474 over the product of 1879, chiefly from Leadvillo District.

Dakota shows an increase of $914,094. Arizona showed a

notable increase of her gold product during the year. Ac-

cording to the Report of lion. Horatio C. Burchard, Director

of the United States Mint for 1880, the diminished production

of gold and silver on the Pacific coast, has sensibly alTocted

both the amount of deposits and coinage of the Sail Franci.sco

Mint, the amount struck at that establishment having been

$13,0C0,000 less of gold, and $6,000,000 less of silver, during

the fiscal year 1880, than for the same period two years before.

The time for enormous returns from newly-discovered placers,

or from the rapid collection of nuggets from any source, in the

Rocky Mountain region, seems to have passed; it remains to

be seen whether regular hydraulic mining applied to the high

gravels of that part of the continent, and the extended work-

ing of the various apparently inexhaustible veins of gold-

bearing rock west of the Mi.ssissippi, by improved methods,

will not maintain the present yield of gold and silver there,

or perhaps increase the same, making the return of the pre-

cious metals thence, as regular, reliable, and permanent, as it

has been remarkably abundant and vastly valuable.

The second great gold field of North America, is centered

in the Appalachian ^Mountains along the Atlantic coast, and

may be regarded as containing all the sources of gold known
upon the northern part of the American continent east of the

90th meridian of longitude "West from Greenwich, the line of

the Mississippi river and the great lakes, and south of the

river St. Lawrence. For a general account of the Aj)pala-
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chian Mountains, and of tLe geology of the prineipal gold-

bearing distriets within, or eonliguous, to their several ranges,

referenee may be made to pages 356 and 357 of this volume.

Traces of aneient gold mines have been discovered in the

southern part of the Atlantic coast gold held, and from relics

and other indications, it has been assumed these old workings

were opened by some of the Spaniards who entered Florida

under Uernando De Soto in 1539, and subsequently sought

for the precious metals in various directions. The earliest

recorded discovery of gold in the Appalachian region, was

made in a district now known as Cabarrus county, in the

state of North Carolina. The gold was first found there in

the form of a nugget, weighing 28 ])Ounds, and said to have

been of the shape and size of an ordinary domestic smoothing

iron. After the finding of this nugget, there was more or

less prospecting for gold in the district from which it had

been taken, and a number of placers, and possibly a few veins,

were worked irregularly, in a primitive manner, for a number

of years. The gold secured by these primitive operations

having been sold in a number of places, for various purposes,

no record of the product was kept, and the amount of the

same is therefore unknown. Gold has been obtained at vari-

ous places all along the Appalachian ranges, and westward in

Tennessee, yet although known for a hundred and eighty

years, and more, and lying in an accessible country, with an

enterprising and numerous population, and worked persist-

ently, the Atlantic coast gold field, has not been found, either

in the magnitude of its deposits, or the amount of gold pro-

duced, comparable with the rich auriferous developments west

of the Mississippi valley.

The principal portion of the Appalachian gold field, is in-

cluded in Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina,

Tennessee, and Virginia; there is no continuous belt of gold-

producing placers or lodes in the section named, but there are

numerous auriferous tracts at intervals, and these, though

often many miles apart, arc generally situated parallel to each
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other. The veins of the southern portion of the Appalaehian

gold field, are mostly placed in rocks of a granitic nature, and

in diorite, a kind of hornblcud
;

all of the rocks containing

gold-bearing veins in this section, being often discovered in a

state of decomposition, to the depth of some two hundred feet.

The gold veins of this district are also found in the various

slates, notably those of a talcose, micaceous, chloritic, and

hornblendic character. In the state of North Carolina, a belt

of crystalline slates like tiiose named, may be traced through

several counties
;
to the east of this, is a belt of hornblendic

rock, and to the west is another belt, of granite. The rela-

tions of the gold of South Carolina, are similar to those already

noted here. Steatitic strata are frequently found near the gold

mines of this last state, the veins of gold-lx;aring ore being

often cut and thrown into irre«rularitv, bv dikes of intrudin'^

rocks of varied natures. Ihe general .bearing of the common
lodes is north-east and .south-west, with a dip toward the north-

west, )'et their cour.se is not at all uniform, being directed to

various points, and the veins often tortuous and much dis-

placed by faults.

The veins having a highly crystalline quartz ganguc, gen-

erally abound in iron pyrites; in these, pyritous copper is

generally found at some distance from the surface. In nearly

all such cases, the amount of gold to be found in the lode, de-

creases as the quantity of copper contained increases; the

copper to be had, however, is not sufficient to pay for mining

and .separation, and the gold having, perhaps, almost disap-

peared, the workings are, of necessity, abandoned. The most

of the gold secured from deposits and lodes on the Atlantic

seaboard, or within a distance of about three hundred miles

from the eastern coast of North America, has been obtained

from a tract lying in the states named in the preceding para-

graph, and of very irregular width, but in .some places more

than .seventy-five miles across.

The greatest amount of gold produced in any ea.stern state

of the United State.s, has been taken from North Carolina,
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where two principal auriferous belts are to be observed, cross-

ing the state in a south-west and north-east course. One of

these belts passes through Mecklenburg, Cabarrus, Eowan,

Davidson, Guilford and Caswell counties. The second belt is

further to the west, lying from ten to twenty miles from the

base of the Blue llidge range of mountains, and at a greater

general elevation than the first or eastern belt
;
the placer de-

posits of the western belt, are richest, and most extensive,

continuing through Rutherford, McDowell and Burke coun-

ties.

The state of Georgia, also presents two auriferous belts, the

ranges of gold deposits, being separated by a district of rocks

entirely free from gold. The quartz veins of the region de-

scribed, resemble those of California, the gold being found in

them in free coarse grains, or finely disseminated through

masses of sulphuret of iron or of copper. Most of the gold

taken from the region of the Appalachian Mountains, has

been found in placer deposits, the value and practicability of

the veins and lodes in the rocks, when under ordinary pro-

cess, seeming to increase according to their position within

certain limits toward the north.

In Virginia, gold veins are found extending through Fau-

quier, Culpepper, Louisa, Fluviaima, Buckingham, and a num-

ber of adjacent counties. In the ore from Virginian veins,

the gold has been found in a more visible form than in the

average of those mined further south, and more readily sepa-

rable
;
the richness of the ores has been quite variable and un-

certain, yet the production of gold from the same, has at times

been very large; the average statement of the metal taken,

and of time and money expended, is nevertheless unfavorable;

however, some of these mines still continue to be operated to

a greater or less extent.

As might be inferred from the geognostical developments

and relations of the country, gold has been discovered in the

state of Maryland
;
also in Pennsylvania, and in the states of

Vermont, New Ilampshire, and Maine; but except certain
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operations in Vermont, carried on over a small district, dur-

ing the year 1S59, no part of these states has been found to

contain such an exhibit of goldj as would warrant the trouble

and expense of proper mining explorations for the discovery

of the precious metals.

Having given the preceding general statement regarding the

jirineipal features of the Appalachian gold field, it is requisite,

before noting the auriferous characteristics of some districts of

the provinces -of the Dominion of Canada, and jurts of the

British Possessions in North America, to review, briefly, the

eastern part of the United States, and give, state by state, in

geographical order, somewhat more in detail as concerns each

locality, ail account of each, in relation to the subject of gold

and its production. So old, well known and populous are

thc.se states, that the matter of their location, outline, area and

history, may be supposed well enough known by those of even

average education
;
their geological structure has been suffi-

ciently noted in general remarks already given herein, or hav-

ing been explored and recorded, may be found in the common
text books and treatises. It is then to the gold, and the strata

containing the same in the states of the region named, that the

next succeeding paragraphs are to be more especially devoted.

The state of Florida, lying between the Atlantic ocean and

the gulf of Mexico, and south of latitude 31 degrees North, is

made up entirely of alluvial and diluvial formations; few val-

uable minerals arc found
;
the rocks are shell conglomerates

of marine origin, the soil often very fertile, but as might be

expected, no gold has been found in Florida.

The state of Mississippi^ exst of the river of the .same name,

to longitude 83 degrees 7 minutes and 91 seconds West from

Greenwich, and south of the 35th meridian of latitude North,

to the gulf of Mexico, is occupied by carboniferous, cretacc.ou.s,

tertiary, and post-tertiary strata; the mineral resources of the

district arc inconsiderable, and there arc no deposits of the

precious metals known in the state.

The state of Alabama, includes the territory Ipng cast of
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Mississippi, to longitude 85 degrees and 10 minutes "West from

Greenwich. This state has a coast on the gulf of Mexico, at

the south-west corner of its territories, of some sixty miles or

more, indented, however, by Mobile Bay. The rest of the

state is bounded on the south by Florida. The southern por-

tion of Alabama, is occupied by alluvial, diluvial, and tertiary

formations; the “Cotton-Belt” region, 102 miles wide on the

west and 60 on the east, in the central section, is underlaid with

Jurassic limestone, and contains some chalk
;
the eastern and

north-eastern district is occupied by the eozoic rocks of the

Appalachian mountain system. These primitive rocks are

found ill parts of Lee, Chambers, Tallapoosa, and Randolph

counties; to the west, and north north-west of these, are car-

boniferous beds, and westward still again, a belt of palaeozoic

rock. The extreme northern part of Alabama, is a limestone

region, and part of the valley of the river Tennessee.

Alabama, is one of the richest mining and mineral regions

of the world
;

its metallic wealth consists of gold, silver, cop-

per, iron and lead; beside which are valuable mineral beds,

containing coal of various kinds and good quality, syenite,

soapstone, arsenical ores, vivianite, carite, caleite, dolomite

and crystaline quartz. There are also clays fit for pottery,

chinaware, fire-brick, or crucibles
;
good limestone of diflerent

kinds, manganese, valuable sulphates, and building stone; in-

cluding granite, slate, white marble, and variegated marble

;

also, lithographic stone, and red ochre. The marbles of Ala-

bama, equal any in America. The most important mines of

the state, are those producing iron
;
the most valuable mineral

product is coal. The coal and iron of Alabama, are inex-

haustible, and of surpassing excellence
;
as they are found in

close proximity, and near the lines of railroads, the state pre-

sents every condition for manufacturing the best of iron in

the greatest quantities, at the lowest possible price.

The gold of Alabama, was first found in Randolph county

duriucc 1836, and other discoveries followed, the auriferous

mines made known and worked, often containing a small per-



462 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPJ^.DIA.

centage of silver. The greatest yield from these mines, was

from 1836 to 1859, during which period the -gold produced

was valued at about $200,000. Up to June 30, 1872, there

had been deposited at the United States Mints and Assay

Offices, gold from Alabama, to the value of $213,750.66. The

amount of gold thus deposited, from the same state, during

the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, was valued at $752.79,

and the total amount of gold so received, from the same, to

that date, at $219,872.95. The gold mines of Alabama, arc

ofsmall importance, when compared with the sources of wealth

contained in the coal measures and iron mines of the state;

they are, however, of interest in the present writing, as the

south-western extremity of the very extensive Appalachian

gold field to be described.

Ea.stward of Alabama, and north of Florida, lies the state of

Georgia, which being bounded on the north-cast by South

Carolina, extends on the south-east to the Atlantic ocean.

The territory of the state presents three distinct belts of dif-

ferent elevation, and dissimilar climate. Geologically de-

scribed, the coa.st region is a district of sand, often but a few

feet above the .sea, imposed upon the rocks of the lowest ter-

tiary, eocene, or modern tertiary rocks, with clays and calca-

rious beds, over metamorphic slates and gncis.s, with occa-

sional outcroppings of the cretaceous strata. This belt ex-

tends inland, with a gradual ascent, to about the center of the

state
;
where, on a line nearly parallel with the sea coast, the

primary formations are developed in hills of granitic and pal-

aeozoic rock. From this line of hills, a metamorphic and Silu-

rian belt extends northward for about 150 miles, rising to a

still more elevated plateau of eozoic formation, some sixty,

seventy or more miles wide, which reaches to the northern

boundary of the state among the southern spurs of the Ap-

palachian ranges of mountains.

Gold Avas discovered in the northern geologic district of

Georgia, in Ilabersham county, in 1829, or 1831, and has

since been taken from veins and alluvial deposits found in
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almost every county north of the center of the state, and lying

east of the western base of the mountains which extend into

the same from the north. Georgia, has been regarded as the

El Dorado sought by the Spaniards who invaded Florida be-

fore 1040. In Nacoochc valley of this state, the remains of an

Indian gold-mining village, of very early times, consisting of

thirty-eight low-timber houses, were found buried nine feet

below the surface of the ground. "What time passed after the

Indians left these mines, before the precious metal was re-

discovered in the same region, by the white settlers, as already

stated, is quite unknown.

Before gold was found in California in 1848, the placers in

the northern counties of Georgia, had been profitably worked

for many years. The branch of the United States Mint es-

tablished at Dahlonega, Lumpkin county, Georgia, in 1837,

coined during the year 1853, an amount of gold, mostly pro-

duced in Georgia, to the value of nearly $500,000. This mint

was kept in operation for 24 years, or until 1861, and during

that period coined gold to the value of $6,121,919, the most of

the bullion thus used having been produced in the state in

which the mint was located. The production of gold in Geor-

gia, down to 1838, was estimated to have been 800,000 ounces,

worth about $14,500,000. From 1838 to 1849, the gold pro-

duced in the same state was estimated at 200,000 ounces, worth

about $3,726,000.

From the year 1852, the production of gold in Georgia,

rapidly decreased, until in 1870 but five mines were worked in

the stale, the annual yield from them all being valued at but

$29,780. The principal gold-producing area of Georgia, is

comprised in Lumpkin, Habersham, Forsyth and Hall coun-

tie.s, the metal being taken from the alluvium of the streams,

and the quartz rocks of the hills. The gold received from

Georgia, at the United States Mints and Assay Ofilces, during

the fiscal }'ear ending June 80, 1880, was valued at $89,831.08,

and the aggregate value of the gold thus deposited from the

opening of the mines of the state, to the dale last mentioned.
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Avas valued at $7,603,082.03, with a remarkably i^mall amount

of silver, to the value of only $458,20, the product, as thus

stated, indicating the nature of the sources from which the

gold has been taken.

Eastward from Georgia to the Atlantic ocean, lies the state

of South Carolina. The coast region of this state for about

thirty miles inland from the sea, is an alluvial or quartenary

formation
;
to the west of the coast region, is a tertiary Ixjlt

some sixty or eighty miles wide; Ixjyond this, to the Avest, is

a district of mixed silurian and cozoic rocks, Avhile on the ex-

treme Avestern border of the state, the primitive cozoic appears

in rugged mountainous grandeur. The state of South Caro-

lina, contains many rich but mostly undcA'eloped mineral and

metallic depo.sits and A'cins. The gold-bearing rocks extend

through the north-Avel;t corner of the state, the metal being

found in Abbeville, Edgefield, Lancaster, Pickens, Sparten-

burg, Union and York counties. There are mines in Abbe-

ville, Edgefield and Union counties, Avhich have produced large

amounts of gold. The Dorn mines in the years before the Avar,

sometimes yielded gold to the A'alue of $200,000 each year.

The first deposit of gold receiA'cd at the L'nited States Mint,

from South Carolina, was made in 1827, and Avas valued at

$3,500. The aggregate of such deposits from the same state,

from the opening of its mines, doA\ n to the close of the fi.scal

year ending June 30, 1876, Avas A'alued at $1,381,518.13. The
gold from South Carolina depo.sited in the United States Mint.s

and A.ssay OfTice.s, during the fi.scal year ending June 30, 1880,

was A'alucd at $11,861.70, and the aggregate of all such de-

posits from the same state, to the date last mentioned, Avas

valued at $1,401,845.30. The value of the sib'cr so received,

during the period named, Avas reported at but $30.44.

The territories of the state of North Carolina, are included

Ixjtween latitude 33 degrees 49 minutes 45 seconds and 36 de-

grees 33 minutes North, and betAveen longitude 75 degrees 25

minutes and 81 degrees 30 minutes West from GrecnAvich.

The boundaries of the state are irregular in form, the ea.stern
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district fronting on the Atlantic ocean, and including various

sounds. The region of the coast in this state, is marked by a

heavy deposit of sand spread over tertiary, cretaceous eocene

and miocene formations of rock. One-half the surface of the

state is comprised in the quarternary formations, which cover

a belt from 100 to 125 miles wide, parallel with the coast.

The midland region of the state, for some 125 miles in width,

is metamorphic and granitic; the common rock of this belt is

a kind of gray granite, destitute of gold. There have been dis-

coveries of gold in Franklin county, of this section, however.

On the extreme western border of North Carolina, there is

another granite belt some 10 to 14 miles wide, containing nu-

merous trap dikes, deposits of minerals and veins of gold.

The general mineral resources of North Carolina, are enor-

mously great, consisting mainly of beds of coal, very pure ores

of iron and mines of the precious metals. The development

of the gold fields of North Carolina, may be considered pre-

historic, or at least as having been an occurrence of which no

authentic record has been preserved. A few years ago, a se-

ries of heavy freshets overflowed the valleys of the Catawba,

Yadkin, and Dan rivers in this state, and in washing away the

soil of the bottom lands, laid bare a large number of curious

and most interesting relics; among these, were human skele-

tons, burial urns, different implements and vessels of stone, ar-

ticles of pottery ware and wrought copper, weapons and orna-

ments for the person. In the mountain regions of North

Carolina, in various places are ancient mines of an unknown
age and doubtful origin. The most important of the ancient

mines is in Cherokee county, in the extreme south-western

corner of the state
;
this mine consists of a perpendicular shaft

one hundred feet deep, lined throughout with timber, the work
upon the same having been done in a skillful manner, beside

which, there is a horizontal tunnel driven from the base of the

hill to meet the bottom of the shaft. These various worKs

are supposed to have been of Spanish origin, and may have

been in existence for three hundred and forty years.

2C
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The gold deposits and auriferous veins of the southernmost

region of the Appalachian Mountain system, having, as is sup-

posed, been known to the Indians, and worked by them and

the early Spanish adventurers, were rediscovered before the

opening of the present century, in Cabarrus county. North

Carolina. Somewhere about a century ago, according to tra-

dition, the nugget weighing 28 pounds, described on page 457

of this volume, was found in the county last named. The
value and nature of this specimen, is said to have been un-

known to the finder, Avho, after keeping it for some years, sold

it for a few cents “to one wise enough to remain reticent upon

the subject.” A second nugget was discovereil in the same

county during the year 1799, by a person named Heed, near

what was afterwards known as the liced mine
;
this llccd nug-

get weighed thirty-seven pounds, Troy, and with its discovery

began the active search fur the precious metal in the vicinity.

In 1829, a nugget weighing ten pounds was found in this dis-

trict, and before 1830, one hundred pounds or more of gold

was secured in the form of nuggets, each more than a pound

in weight.

Gold placers and deposits were opened over a large district

of North Carolina lying on both sides of the Blue Eidgc range

of mountains, where they were successfully worked from an

early date; these mining operations were quite extensive, but

the e.xact product of the same cannot now be determined.

Gold is very extensively distributed through the whole moun-

tain region of this state, being found; first, in loose quartz

gravel or grits, immediately below the surface; second, in

stratified la}-ers of the same age as the rock which bears them

;

third, as crevice gold, among the joints, seams and crevices of

the rocks; fourth, in irregular veins with quartz and the sul-

phurets of iron or of copper. The gold veins of North Caro-

lina were discovered by a man named Barrcnger, in Montgom-

ery county, during the year 1825. The richest gold mine in

the United States, before 1848, when the precious metal was

discovered in California, was in Kowan county, North Caro-
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lina, some of the earth taken from the deposit yielding gold

to the value of $500 from each bushel. This mine was

worked from 1840 or 1842, for a considerable time, when it

became flooded, having produced in all, gold to the value of

some $3,000,000. Beside the celebrated mine here described,

regular gold-bearing veins have been worked in North Caro-

lina, located in Davidson, Cabarrus, Stanley, Montgomery, and'

Mecklenburg counties, where irregular gold-bearing veins also

exist, and where surface deposits of free gold have been found

;

the same may be said, but in less degree, of Catawba, liau-

dolph. Union and Franklin counties.

In the vicinity of the Reed mine, in Cabarrus county, as

already related, many fine nuggets and specimens were cob

lected from the surface, or from shallow diggings, a long time

before operations were begun upon the mine. In addition to

the gold-producing localities already named in North Carolina,

the same metal has been discovered in Anson, Burke, Clay,

Cleaveland, Gaston, Guilford, Jackson, Lincoln, McDowell,

Moore, Nash, Polk, and Yancey counties. There was former-

ly a branch of the United States Mint at Charlotte, Mccklen-

burg county. North Carolina, but it is now merely an assay

office. The gold de{X>sitcd in the United Mints and Assay

Offices, to the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874,

was valued at $10,090,650. The gold so deposited, from the

same source, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1870, was

valued at $85,659.57, and the aggregate of all such deposits to

that date, at $10,613,351.10. Quite recently, the Mears Platt-

ner Process of Chlorination, has been practiced at the Yadkinf

Gold Mine and Reduction Works in North Carolina, and fa-

vorable reports of the results arc published. Considering the

non-argentiferous nature of the ores found in the state, the

use of some such process may be the means of an increase in’

the production of gold, not only in North Carolina, but pos-

sibly all along the Atlantic slope, wherever the precious metal

has been obtained.

West of North Carolina, to the bank of the Mississippi
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river, extends the state of Tennessee, a region of varied geo-

logic formation, rich in coal, iron, marble, and numerous

other metals and minerals of a valuable nature, the certain

sources of great wealth to the future population of this as yet

undeveloped state. Gold has been found in Tennessee, in quartz

veins in the enormous development of the Lower Silurian

strata proper, which marks the region of the Unaka Moun-

tains in the eastern part of the state, but the amount of the

precious metal to be secured, has not been sufficient to make
these mines a source of profit.

Korth of Tennessee, to the Ohio river, lies the state of Ken-

tucky
;
the geology of this state is made up of the various

formations developed elsewhere in the valley of the Missis-

sippi
;
the caves and fossils of the sub-carboniferous district

of the state, are very remarkable, the coal mines of the state

rank in quantity and quality ne.xt to those of Pennsylvania,

and the amount of iron ore to be had, of good quality, is not

exceeded by the deposits of any state. Gold is not reported

among the metals found in Kentucky.

The state of Illinoi.s, is bounded on the .south, and the south-

east by the Ohio river, and we.st by the Mis.si.ssippi river; it

extends north to latitude 42 degrees and 30 minute.s, and east-

ward to the line of Indiana, in loimitude 87 decrees and 35

minutes. Illinois, has been described in general as one great

coal field
;
the larger part of the surface is ircluded in the

carboniferous formation, but there are districts presenting

other strata. The coal measures of this state are not all fit

for practical mining, but there are immense deposits of good

coal convenient for working and transportation. The coal

measures contain iron ores in jdaccs, but these are principally

valuable for admixture with other ores mined outside of the

state.

There is a small lead-liearing district in Jo Daviess county,

in the north-west eirner of Illinois. The galena is argentif-

erous, and is an important product. Gold is not usually reck-

oned among the metals of Illinois, yet it has been found in



AMERICAN AND OTHER GOLD. 469

small quantities among the gravels of the river bottoms

there.

The state of Indiana, lying east of Illinois to longitude 84

degrees 49 minutes West from Greenwich, is part of the same

great coal-bearing region including the last-named state and

Kentucky. The “block-coal” of Indiana, which exists in

great abundance and is easily mined, is almost entirely free

from sulphur and phosphorus, and hence a superior fuel for

manufacturing iron, excelling even charcoal in this respect.

As in Illinois, the river gravels of Indiana, contain some gold

in places, but the scanty supply of gold dust and grains of

these states, lies uncar'ed for in the unprofitable gravels, among

the numerous sure sources of wealth found in the vast coal

measures, in various other mines, and in the generally ex-

ceedingly fertile soil.

The state of Ohio extends eastward from Indiana to longi-

tude 80 degrees and 34 minutes West from Greenwich, and is

bounded on the north by the Great Lakes, and on the south

by the Ohio river. The geology of Ohio includes the lower

and upper silurian, the devonian and carboniferous strata, with

developments of the quarternary formation in deposits of

drift of various kinds. The most important of the many
mineral resources of this state is coal, which resembling in

some fields the coal of Indiana, is used in connection with the

abundant ferruginous ores of Ohio, in diflerent manufactures

of iron. The several kinds of rocks in the slate, supply an

abundance of valuable stones for building, and many other

economic purposes. The primitive or eozoic rocks are be-

neath the surface in Ohio, and neither veins or depo.sits of

gold have been discovered in the state.

The state of West Virginia, was set off from Virginia, in

1863. The territory of this new state is very irregular in

form
;

it is bounded on the north-west by Ohio, and on the

north-north -east and east-north-east by Pennsylvania and

Maryland, on the east-south-cast and south by Virginia, and

on the south-west by Virginia and Kentucky. Including part
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of the Appalachian valley, an extensive section of the western

slope of the Alleghany range of mountains, and a portion of

the upper regions of the Ohio valley, the state of AVest A'^ir-

ginia, has a varied geological structure in general conformity

with the already-described formation peculiar to the several

natural districts named to which its territories belong. Most

of the surface of AYest Virginia, is mountainous and hilly,

but the eozoic rocks appear only in the eastern boundary of

Jefferson county, in the extreme eastern point of the state.

The Alleghany coal field covers the principal j)art of the ter-

ritories of AA'est A’irginia; the area of the coal lands in the

state, is some 15,000 .square miles, and some of the mines are

unsurpassed. Salt, iron, stone, marble, and a variety of val-

uable minerals are found in the same region, but so far as its

deposits, veins and mines have been surveyed, the existence of

gold is not noted.

Virginia, one of the original thirteen states of the United

States, is bounded on the west and north-west by Kentucky

and AVest A^irginia, on the north and north-east by Maryland,

On the east by the Chesapeake bay and the Atlantic ocean,

and on the south by North Carolina and Tennessee. Vir-

ginia, though parted from a portion of its former territories,

is still a large state, containing in all an area of some 45,000

square miles—27,201,000 acres. The tide-water section of

Virginia, like the .same portion of the states .south of it, is of

the quarternary and alluvial formation; the low plains of the

peninsulas arc of the pliocene or upper tertiary order
;
the

next higher lands, well up toward the head of the various

'bays, is rniocene or middle tertiary, with beds of .sand, gravel,

marl and pebbles; inland from this terrace, for fifteen or

twenty miles, the surface ])rcsents indications of the eocene or

lower tertiary strata in various colored marks, difierent kinds

of clays and numerous fossils. The central region of A'ir-

ginia, is principally of eozoic structure, tlie rocks mo.slly

crystaline, and in places containing gold-lx;aring veins of

quartz. The western part of Virginia, lies among the Ap-
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palachian mountain ranges, and presents a varied geologic view,

including limestones, and lower silurian, upper silurian, devoni-

an, sul)-carboniferouR, and carboniferous rocks and deposits.

The gold of Virginia, has lx;en found in a central belt some
twenty miles wide, extending from the region of the District

of Columbia, to the south-west, on a general line with the

ranges of mountains for about two hundred miles, to Ilalifax

Court House, and nearly across the state. A great number of

mines have been opened in this district, principally in Fau-

quier, Culpepper, Spottsylvania, Orange, Fluvanna, Bucking-

ham, and some adjacent counties. The gold-bearing rocks of

Virginia, are argentiferous, the percentage of silver being

greatest in the veins located in the chloritic slates. The gold

product of Virginia, has at times been quite large, but during

other periods, on account of the unevenness and comparative

poverty of the ore taken from the veins, much less, the whole

working making an uncertain, fluctuating, and, on the average,

unprofitable business. Some of the gold mines in Virginia,

are still worked with moderate success, the yield of gold from

the state, showing an increase of about ten per cent, of the to-

tal product each year for several years past. What the future

profits of the same may become, through more extensive op-

erations by probably improved processes, remains to be de-

termined hereafter by actual experiment and practical demon-

stration.

The first deposit of gold from Virginia, received at the

United States Mint, was made in 1829, and valued at $2,500.

The total amount of gold from the same state, deposited at the

United States Mints and Assay Offices, to tlie close of the fiscal

year ending June 30, 1870, was valued at $1,638,593.13, the

amount of gold so deposited for that partipular Centennial

year, having been valued at $3,323.49. During the year 1880,

the amount of gold from Virginia, deposited at the United

States Mints and Assay Offices, was valuerl at $9,322.07, and

the total amount so deposited to the clo.se of the fiscal year

ending June 30, 1880, was valued at $1,672,667.70.
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To the north and north-east of Virginia, between 37 degrees

53 minutes and 39 degrees 44 minutes latitude North, and 75

degrees 2 minutes and 79 degrees 30 minutes longitude West
from Greenwich, lies the state of Maryland, including a terri-

tory which, in the variety of its geological formations and

mineral products, is one of the most remarkable districts of

the United States. It is sufficient here to remark, that the

strata and deposits of Maryland, are in general extensions of

those found in the adjoining states, modified by the irregu-

larities of the coast line, as formed by the indentations of the

bays and arms of the sea. Traces of gold have been found at

various points, in that part of Maryland adjoining the central

belt of Virginia, and the precious metal has been secured in

the state to a small amount. The gold from Maryland, depos-

ited at the United States Mints and Assay Offices, to the close

of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, was valued at $402,12,

being the total gold product of the state to the present time.

Tlie business of prospecting and mining for gold in North

Carolina, became notable as early as the year 1804. The first

deposits of gold of domestic production, received at the United

States Mint, was made during the year 1824. Up to the year

1827, North Carolina, was the only considerable source of gold

known to exist in the United States. The aitcrrcKate value of

the gold produced in that state, to the date named, was esti-

mated at $110,000. In 1829, South Carolina, deposited gold

to the value of $3,500, and Virginia, did the same to the value

of $2,500. In 1830, Georgia, deposited gold to the value of

$212,000, and the gold produced in the United States, became

for a time sufficient to meet the national demand for coinage.

The total amount of gold produced in the states, already de-

scribed as part 9f the gold field of the Atlantic slope of the

United States, to the close of the fiscal year ending June 30,

1876, was valued at $20,769,997.60. Down to the close of the

fiscal year 1880, the product of the same section had increa.sed

to a value of $21,470,614.50, a considerable sum, when consid-

ered by itself, but a trifle, in comparison with the vast outfit
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of the Rocky Mountain mines, and but little more than half

the annual gold product of the United States for the past few

years.

The northern portion of the Appalachian mountain system,

covers all that part of the United States eastward of the main

stream of the Ohio river, and northward from the latitude of

the city of "Washington, and beyond extends into the Domin-

ion of Canada. This region includes the states of Maryland,

Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, Massachu-

setts, Rhode Island, Vermont, New Ilamp.shire and Maine,

with the Eastern and Maritime provinces of Canada. The

whole of this section of the continent is one vast gold field,

the precious metal being very generally distributed through-

out its territories, in deposits and veins in numerous localities.

The gold-bearing gravels, clays, and ore veins, or lodes of free

gold, found in this the north-eastern Atlantic coast gold field,

are widely separated one from another, and vary greatly in

their richness, from beds and rocks which show mere traces

of gold, discoverable only by chemical analysis, to mines and

washings which yield a sufficient return of the metal for the

labor expended upon them, to create a reliable and remunera-

tive business. Some account of the points Avhere gold has

been found, and of the localities where the same has been

worked for, in the north-eastern part of the United Siates,

will be given in a few of the succeeding paragraphs.

The very small amount of gold produced in the state of

Maryland, has already been noted herein on page 472, the

same being included in the general estimate made of the

quantity of the metal deposited in the several United States

mints and assay offices, from the southern states.

The state of Delaware, lying east of Maryland, and along

Delaware bay, from which body of water the state received its

name, presents a district of small extent, marked in general by

the same geologic features which appear in the shore lands and

coa.st regions to the southward of its boundaries. The only

important metallic product of Delaware, is iron, and this is
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made in moderate quantities from the bog ores found at vari-

ous places in the state.

The great state of Pennsylvania, extending from 39 degrees

43 minutes to 42 degrees latitude North, and from 74 degrees

40 minutes to 80 degrees 36 minutes longitude West from

Greenwich, is one of the most important mineral regions of

the world, and one of the most interesting geologic districts

of the American continent. The greatness of the mineral and

metallic resources of this state, and the vast development

already attained by the numerous industries founded upon

them, have made the products of the same of incalculable

commercial and economic importance. The most valuable

mineral products of Pennsylvania, are the different anthracite

and bituminous coals. There arc about 25,000,000 tons of

excellent anthracite coal mined in the state each year, with a

constantly-increasing amount of bituminous coal, amounting

at a recent date, to some 6,000,000 tons during a similar pe-

riod. The state contains no iron in a native condition, but

has mines of every variety of iron ore, and it is from these,

has been made nearly one-half of all the iron produced in the

United States. In addition to the sources of wealth already

named, Pennsylvania is the great center of the world’s supply

of petroleum. This article is measured in barrels of 40 gal-

lons each, and of such, the production for the last few years

has been as follows : 1875,8,787,506; 1876,9,175,906; 1877,

13,490,171; 1873, 15,165,462; 1879, 19,741,661. The state

also contains almost every known mineral, but none of them

except those already described, have been found of any con-

siderable economic value.

Gold, silver, copper, tin, and native sulphur, exist in Penn-

sylvania, in various places and relations, but neither of them

have as yet repaid the trouble of working the deposits. Ac-

cording to estimates made by chemical e.xpcrts, the peculiar

clay which at the delta of the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers

underlies the surface of the county of Philadelphia, contains

gold in dissemination, valued at more than $1,000,000,000,
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beside an enormous amount contaiiltd in that portion of

this clay already excavated and incorporated into brick, of

which most of the vast number of walls and buildings in the

eity of Philadelphia are made. It is, however, estimated upon

the same scientifie authority, that the wages of men employed

in extracting gold from the auriferous Philadelphia clays, at

fifty cents a day, Avould consume the entire amount of gold

which could be obtained by their labor
;
inasmuch as the to-

tal amount of gold contained in the material to be operated

upon, is but the value of three cents to the cubic foot. The

silver veins of Pennsylvania, would it is assumed, afford a

better profit than the gold-bearing clays, at least in some lo-

calities, but nowhere could they be so managed, as to make

operations upon the argentiferous ores of the state a safe and

profitable business.

The state of New Jersey, lies along the Atlantic coast east-

ward of Delaware bay and river, and south of the boundary

line of New York. The southern part of this state, is made

up of tertiary dej)Osits and drift, with cretaceous beds and fos-

sils of varied origin; in the middle section of the state, sec-

ondary rocks appear, and in the north, are gneissoid and grani-

tic strata, with highlands of moderate elevation. The impor-

tant mineral products of this district, are iron and zinc ores,

gold and silver never having been di.scovered in workable

quantities.

The very irregular tract of country lying between 40 de-

grees 29 minutes 40 seconds and 45 degrees 0 minutes 42 sec-

onds latitude North, and 71 degrees 51 minutes and 79 de-

grees 45 minutes 64 seconds longitude West from Greenwich,

is included in the state of New York. Across this state, the

Appalachian mountain system extends in ranges of different

names, presenting modified and varying geologic features.

The mountains of New York are not lofty, rising to an eleva-

tion of but 1,000 to 1,700 feet above the sea along the banks

of the Hudson river, and to 6,000 feet above the sea in the

northern central region of the Adirondack range. The Uigh-
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lands of the Hudson, a*e derived from a range of moderate

elevations extending northward from the territories of New
Jersey

;
the structure of these Highlands is of gneissoid and

granitic rocks, distinct from the metamorphic formations upon

either side of them. The Adirondack Mountains are of about

the same geologic constitution as the Highlands of the Hud-

son, while the Shawangunk and Catskill ranges of mountains

are geologically the true representatives of the Appalachian

strata which are outspread in Pennsylvania, and southward

thence. The state of New York, presents peculiar geologic

features
;
in certain districts, nearly every formation is shown,

from the most ancient eozoic rocks, to the most modern sedi-

ments
;
yet the entire carboniferous strata, the upper devonian,

the permian, and Jurassic formations are everywhere wanting.

The lower tertiary deposits occur but in very limited areas;

there are traces of anthracite coal in layers of a few inches

deep, but no true coal measures; the most important mining

product of the state is iron
;
galena, or lead ore, is obtained in

St. Lawrence county in large quantities; zinc, copper, arsenic,

manganese, barytes, strontian, and alum, are reported among
the minerals found in this district, but none of them have

been made a source of any notable profit. Vast quantities of

salt have been taken from the springs along the line of the

Onondaga salt group, mostly in Onondaga county
;
there is

also an abundance of gypsum, water-lime, building-stone, and

other economic materials, imbedded in the generally very fer-

tile soil of this state, and from the surface flow numerous

valuable mineral springs. With the numerous and fruitful

sources of wealth already named, and a most extensive com-

merce, the citizens of New York make themselves content in

prosperity, gold and silver being unknown among the pro-

ducts of the state, though perhaps existing in mere auriferous

and argentiferous traces among the rocks.

The New England states of Connecticut, Phode Island, Mas-

sachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine, form a geo-

logic district especially marked by the granitic, gneissoid, met-
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amorphic, and crystaline formations
;
the details of the local

features of the strata of this region are not essential in this

connection
;
moreover, the states have long been settled, and

their geologic features have, in general, been carefully sur-

veyed and well described, throughout their comparatively

limited area.

No considerable amount of gold has Deen found in Connec-

ticut, but traces of the metal have been reported
;
a branch of

the oldest known copper mine, worked by English hands in

the United States, was opened at Granby, in Coenecticut, and

from this mine copper was obtained for a colonial coinage, is-

sued as early as 1736, as related on pages 172 and 173 of this

volume. The iron of Connecticut taken from the Salisbury

mine, was used during the American Eevolution by the Gov-

ernment of the United States for the manufacture of cannon

found to be of very superior strength and endurance
;
of this

iron, the great chain was made which was stretched across the

Hudson river at West Point, and the same metal was applied

to the general purposes of the army and navy during the en-

tire war. Beside copper and iron, the state of Connecticut con-

tains ores of lead of an argentiferous nature, but the amount

of silver which may have been obtained from them is un-

known, none appearing to have been depo.sited at the United

States Mints and Assay Offices.

The small state of Ehode Island, contains beds of anthracite

coal, of even greater extent than tho.se of Pennsylvania, but

the state is not a gold-bearing area. The coal of Ehode Island,

is, at the surface, of rather inferior quality, but improves very

much as the mine is made deeper; a considerable amount of

this coal is raised each year.

Gold was discovered a few years since in Essex county,

Massachusetts, and mining was begun in an .enterprising man-

ner; the reports of deposits at the United Mints and A.s.say

Offices, make, however, no mention of gold from Massachu-

setts.

The talcose slates of Vermont, contain numerous deposits of
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hematite iron ore, and at Chittenden, productive mines of

manganese
;
at Plymouth, and several other places in the state,

gold has been found in the same slate formation. Some gold

has been secured from the auriferous veins of Vermont, but

the mines have not, as a Avhole, repaid the labor and expense

of working, and are now unproductive. Of gold from the

.state of Vermont, there was deposited in the United States

Mints and Assay Offices, to the close of the fiscal year ending

June 30, 1880, the value of $10,981.27, a small item, when
compared with the worth of the marble and slate which, .since

1844 and 1845, have been taken from the then-discovered

quarries at Rutland and Fairhaven, in the same state.

The almost entirely inland state of New Hampshire, lying

to the eastward of Vermont, pre.sents for some twenty to

thirty miles inland from its but eighteen miles of .«ea-coast, a

low, level and partly marshy tract, but the remainder of the

surface of the state, is broken and mountainous. The ranges

and peaks of this district, belong to the Appalachian system;

the greater part of the mountains are of eozoic formation, or

of archiac rocks
;
the surface rocks of the whole region, are in

general granite, gneiss, mica, quartz, etc., with narrow areas

of the lower silurian rocks along the valleys of the Connecti-

cut and Merrimac rivers, and near the sea-coast, inter.sectcd by

tertiary and quaternary depo.sits. The area of Kew Hamp-
shire, ij occupied by an Appalachian plateau, from 800 to 1,500

feet above the level of the sea, from whicli, at irregular inter-

val, ari.se numerous more or less isolated .summits. The av-

erage elevation of the state, is some 1,200 feet above the level

of the .sea, and the mountains included in its territory, are,

with the .single e.xception of the Black Mountains of North

Carolina, the highest of the Appalachian.s, or of any moun-
tains in the United States along the Atlantic coast. The
White Mountains of New Hampshire, contain several lofty

summits, and numerous peaks, of considerable elevation, are

sciittered all over the surface of the state. Among these.

Mount Washington rises to a heighth of 6,286.4 feet above the
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level of the sen,, while, from its summit, may be seen Mount

Clay, Mount Adams, Blount Jefferson, and iiount Madison,

standing, respectively, at an elevation of 5,553, 5,714, 5,794,

and 5,365 feet above the coast line. Other peaks elsewhere,

present an almost equal average altitude; a number of the.se,

from their detached position and peculiar form, appearing

much higher.

New Hampshire contains veins and beds of the ores of im-

portant metals, and of valuable minerals, but the metals pro-'

duced from them have not been the source of any great

wealth. Gold has been mined in the state,- by two companies,

whose works were still carried on at a recent date. The

gold-bearing rocks arc of quartz, located in the town of Lis-

bon. The total yield of gold from the quartz mills at Lisbon,

and from the entire state, since they were first put in opera-

tion, was estimated in 1375, to have been worth $30,000, and

that amount of the same is said to have been sold to the

United States Mint. According, however, to the Official Re-

port of the Director of the Mint, for the fiscal year end ing

June 30, 1380, the total amount of gold received from New
Hampshire, by the United States Mints and As.say Offices, to

this last date, was valued at but $11,020.55. The amount of

gold produced in the state each year, for several years ]>ast,

cannot have been worth more than a few hundred dollars.

The iron ores of New Hampshire, are not a .source of profit,

but its quarries produce an abundance of fine granite, and

other valuable minerals arc obtained at various points.

The state of Maine, fo-merly a di.strict of Massachusett.s, is

the easternmost portion of the United States; the geologic

formations of this north-eastern region, are almost exclusively

of the eozoic and .silurian rocks; the metamorphic strata

found in this area, abound in minerals of very interesting,

and, in some instances, valuable character. The mountains of

Maine are of the Appalachian s^^stem
;
they are not so lofty as

thfe summits noted in New Hampshire, but of considerable ele-

vation, standing in groups, witli no appearance of ranges in
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regular order. There are traces of gold in Blaine, but the

precious metals are not mentioned in the reports of the in-

dustrial i)roducts of the state; the metallic ores of iron, lead,

tin, copper, zinc, etc., of that section, receive but slight atten-

tion from any one but the geologist
;
the minerals, among

which arc marbles, slates, granites, limestones, and materials

for the manufacture of copperas and sulphur, are quarried

witli much success; the granite of Maine is durable, and be-

ing found in great and perfect masses, is sometimes moved
from the strata in flawless blocks, weighing a hundred or

more tons each
;

thjcre is an abundance of excellent roofing-

slate found in the state, and the limestones of Thomaston, sup-

ply an enormous amount of the best lime, which is an impor-

tant article of general export. The town of Paris, in Oxford

county, !Maine, is celebrated for the beautiful colored tourma-

lines, a kind of valuable silicious stone obtained there. The
mineralogical cabinets of Europe, are adorned with beryls of

unequalled size, taken from among those procured in the state

of Maine. These stones are regarded as a sub-species of em-

erald, arc of a greenish hue, and often quite handsome. From
the north of Maine, the mountain wilderness extends eastward

and northward into the Dominion of Canada, and it is with a

rapid yet authentic statement of the sources of gold in the vast

territories included in the Canadian domain, and the other

British provinces in North America, this chapter upon

American And Other Gold is to be concluded.



COINS OF FOEEIGN COUNTRIES.

ABYSSINIA.
No coins are minted in Abyssinia. I^arge payments- are

made in ingots of gold, wliicli are weighed by the “ Wakea ”
or

Abyssinian ounce, equal to 400 grains Troy. For small pay-

ments, salt bars are used; about 80 of which are valued at a

Wakea of gold. This salt is as white as snow and as hard as a

rock. They dig it out of the mountain “Softa,”and carry it

into the Emperor’s store-hou.ses, where they shape it into bars,

which they call “Amoule;” or into half bars, which are de-

nominated as “Cowman.*’ Each bar is requiretl to be at least

half a Pic long (= 13J inches) and one-ninth of a Pic in breadth

and thickness (= 3 inches). Glass beads, also, of all colors,

))erfect and broken, pass for small change, and are called “Bor-

jookes,” of which 2,760 are current for one Maria Theresia

Thaler of 1780 = to $1.03 cents. United States value.

The Abyssinians not havdng a coinage of their own, u.sed up

to within the past twenty years the Venetian Zecchini or Se-

quins as gold currency (= to $2.30 cents, gold). Austria has

coined gold Zecchini (Sequins) in Venice, for the Levant trade

especially, up to 1823.

As silver currency, the Imperial Maria Theresia Thalers of

1780 are still in circulation. These are called by the natives

“Patakas or Pataks.” Austria, up to this day, has continued

to coin these Maria Theresia Thalers with the ohl stamp and

the year number, 1780. Weight: 433.080. Fineness: 833.333.

Value: $1.03.300. During the war with King Theodore of

Abyssinia, and England, the English Government was obliged
2D

(481)
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to have the “Maria Theresia Thaler” coined in Austria, to meet

licr war expenses in Africa. At Massuah or Massowah, the

principal port of Abyssinia, Spanish Dollars are also current.

ARABIA.
In Arabia, at the present time, mostly the Persian, Turkish,

East India, and some European coins are current; but their

[>riccs constantly fluctuate: they are much higher during the

Monso(ni than after it, as there is less want of sjwcie when all

the foreign ships are gone. The Turkish coins, however, have

a fixed value, though the Arabian and foreign merchants, in

their dealings with strangers, will generally rate them something

above their legal value.

The monies coined netware: 1. C’ominassees, which contain

but little silver; they are used in small payments, and generally

pass at 60 for a Spanish Dollar; but their value varies often, so

that sometimes 80, .sometimes no more than 40 of them are given

for a dollar. 2. The Carat, a small coin, the seventh part of a

Conunassee.

In Bus.sorah, near the Persian Gulf, accounts are kept in

Mamoodis of 10 Danims, or 100 Flouches. 100 Mamoo<lis

make 1 Tonmn of Persia = ^5.85 cents. United States gold.

It must be Itornc in mind, however, that there are the real and

the imaginary Toman and Mamoodi, the latter being only about

three-fourths of the value of the former.

In Mocha accounts are kept in Piasters of 80 Caveers. This

Piaster is also an imaginary coin, but mo.st payments are now
made in Spanish Dollars, 100 of which pa.ss for 121| Arabian

Piastres, which gives the value of the imaginary Piaster equal

to 92 cent.s, Unite<l States gold.

Large payments are often made in gold and silver ingots, and

are weighed by the (flieki of 100 Miscal.s, or 150 drams; a Mi.s-

cal weighs 72 grains Troy. A Miscal of the finest gold is worth

about 22 J Mamoo<lis; gold less fine, in proportion. A Cheki
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of 100 Miscals, or 150 drams of fine silver, is worth 180 Ma-
moodis; hence, the Marnoodi = grains of fine gold, or 40

grains of fine silver, or aboik 10 cents. United States value.

In Mocha they often use the old standard for weigliing the

gold and silver ingots, namely, by the Vakia weight of 10

Cotfalas, or 160 Carats; 24 Carats make a Miscal, and H Va-
kia, a Beak. 100 Spanisli Dollars weigh 87 Vakias; thus the

Vakia weighs 1 ounce Troy weight nearly.

In former years tlie “ Larin ’’ was used as currency: this was

a silver wire, about an inch in length, doubled up and flattened

on the inner side to receive the impression of some Arabic

characters; it has of late become very scarce as circulating me-

dium, but is still used as money of account.

RIJKSDAALER OF THE NETHERLANDS, 1813.

The Dutch Rijksdaaler of 1813 is called by the Arabs

“Abukesb,” and is much current among tliem; the impression

of the lion being so very bad, that they take it for a dog, and,

so call it Abnkesb, being dog in their language.

Payments in wheat and barley is consideretl current, and

eagerly accepted
;
but if in Tambak, an inferior sort of tobacco,

much dissatisfaction is expressed. In the interior the trade is

carried on chiefly in barter, ami at the seaports and the principal

cities, by cash payments. Cretlit is obtained with difficulty;

hence, no Arabian mercliant can contract debts which he is un-

able to pay, and consequently there are no mercantile failures
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in speculations such as' daily occur among other nations. The

old Arabian coins are devoid of effigies, and bear only inscrip-

tions in Taleek.

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

The Argentine Republic, a confederation of several South

American States, has produced, since 1545, the time of its dis-

covery, over two thousand million dollars worth of silver bul-

lion.

Formerly the province of Potosi was included within its

limits, and it was from this silver-producing district that it first

acquired the appellation of “La Plata,” and afterward that of

the “Argentine Republic.” August 11th, 1825, : separation of

several States, under the leadership of General Simon Bolivar,

took place; and with it went the province and the famous Mint

of Potosi.

The principal Mint of the Republic is now located at Rioja,

capital of the State of Rioja. The Mint marli i.‘<, therefore, now

“R. A.,” and sometimes only the initial “ R.” Some of the

coins prior to 1825 lx?ar the Mint mark of Potosi; namely:

“ P.,” “ P. S.,” and often a monogram of “ P. T. S.,” artisti-

cally entwined.

'GOLD COINS OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

. 1. Doubloon, of 1828. Obverse : a Sun, the Argentine

.mountain of Potosi. Legend :
“ provincias de rio de la

Plata” [Provinces of iRe river Plata). Exergue: “1828.”

Reverse: The arms of the Confederacy, with martial emblems.

Weight: 418 grain.s. Fineness: 815. Value: §15.51.

2. Doubloon, of 1830; also calle<l Onza de Oro (one ounce

of gold), of 8 Escudos or 26 Piastei’s. Obverse: Sun, full face.
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with 32 rays radiating. Legend :
“ provincias DEL. RIO de

LA PLATA.” Exergue : a star.

DOUBLOON OF 1830.

Reverse: The arms of the Confederacy with martial em-

blems, saltier wise
;
beneath, a drum. Legend: “en union y

lABERTA D, R. A. (the Mint mark of Rioja), P. 8 S.” (8 Escu-

dos.) Exergue; “1830.” Weight: 418 grains. Fineness:

815. Value: $15.51.

3. In 1836, General Rosas, Governor of Buenos Ayres, or-

dered some “ Rosas Doubloons ” to be struck at the branch

Mint of Buenos Ayres. Device similar to the two previous

ones, only with the addition of “rosas” on the Obverse and

“POR LA LIGA I.ITORAL SERA FELIZ, 1836.” (For this littoral

leagite, meaning Buenos Ayres, be prosperous.)

4. The Quarter Onza de Oro of 2 Escudos, same device as

No. 1 and 2, only reduced in proportion to size. Weight:

104.168 grains. Fineness: 870. Value: $4.01.

SILVER COINS OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

1. Peso, Piaster or Dollar of the Potosi Mint. Obverse: A
sun with 32 rays. Legend :

“ provincias del rio de la

PLATA.” Exergue : A star. Reverse : The arms of the Con-

federation, with martial emblems, saltier wise. Legend :
“ en

UNIO.N Y LIBERTAD. (/n Union and Liberty.) P. T. 8.” in a

monogram. (The Mint mark of Potosi.) E.xergue: “1813.”

Weight: 416.009 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.00.
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' 2. Peso, Piaster or Dollar of the Rioja Mint. Obverse

Same as No. 1.

PESO OR PIASTER.

Rt-verse: The arms of the Confederation, surroundeil by a

wreath. Left, “8.” Right, “R.” f
LIBERTAD, RA. P.” Exergue :

“1832.” ^Ve.ght: 416.009

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.00.

3. Peso, Piaster or Dollar of the Rioja Mint. Obverse:

Same as No. 1 and 2.
.

ll^vcrse: Same as Xo. 1, escept beneath the martial arms,

saltier wise, three cannon balls, instead of the drum, as m the

PESO OR PIASTER.

No. 2 silver coins. Weight : 416.009 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value: §1.00.
. .

4. The Half Dollar of the Potosi and Rioja Mints. Ob-

verse: Same as the Dollar of the I otosi Mint,

Reverse : Same, with the exception of “ 4 ” to the left, and
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HALF DOLI-AIiS OF THE POTOSI AND RIOJA MINTS.

“ R’' to the I’iglit. Weight: 206.792 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: 47 cents.

5. The Half Dollar of “Rosas” of the Buenos Ayres branch
Mint. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: The arms of the Confederacy with martial emblems,
saltier wise. liCgend :

“ eterno door al restaurad. Ro-
sas.” {Etenud G/onj to the Rentorer Rosax.) E.verguc: A
star.

HALF DOLLAR OF ROS.AS.

TWO REA I. PIECES.

b. The Two Real pieces of the Rioja and Buenos Ayres
Mints are similar in devices and legends as the Peso.
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The Buenos Ayres Mint hears the letter “B” as mark.

Weight: 103.396 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.23.500.

In 1827, the National Bank of Buenos Ayres issued a Ten

Decim. silver token. Obverse: A phoenix encircled by a band.

Reverse: “10 Decim.” inscribeol upon a shield, inclosed by a

laurel wreath. Legend : “baxco nacional” .... “buenos

AYRES.” Exergue: “1827.” Value, nominal, 8 cents.'

EMPIRE OF AUSTRIA.
When the French Revolution (1789) began to convulse Eu-

rope, the reigning monarch, Francis II., who ruled over what

AUSTRIAN MONEY.

is now known as the Empire of Austria, was the titular Em-
peror of Germany; and his dominion comprised the Archduchy
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of Austria and its dependent provinces, the Kingdom of Hun-

gary, tlie Duchy of Milan or Lombardy, and the Low Countries,

now known as Belgium.

Austria receives its title from its position in Europe, namely,

“Oester,” meaning Eastern, and “ Reich,” country—the Eastern

Country or “Oesterrcich.”

For each of these four regions there was a distinct coinage.

The Austrian was known by its double-headed eagle; the Hun-

garian by the images of the Virgin and Child; the Lombard-

Venice by its shield, quartered with eagles and serpents; and

the Belgian by the X shaped St. Andrew’s cross, j)rofusely or-

namented. In 1789 the Austrians were momentarily expelled

from the Low Countries or Belgium; but in 1790 their rule

was again restored. November 1st, 1792, the French entered

Belgium, and September 30th, 1795, the Low Countries were

annexed to France; and the coinage of Belgium under Austrian

rule ceased. Near the same time Lombardy also passed into

other hands, and a second class of the imperial Austrian coin

was for a time suspended.

In 1804 the ancient German Empire w’as dissolved. Francis

II., Emperor of Germany, became Francis I., Emperor of

Austria, and the stately Legend of “ n. t. .s. A.” {Romanorum

Imperator, Semper Augustus, meaning, Roman Emperor, Ever

August), gave place to “Emperor of Austria.”

At the pacification of Europe in 1815, Lombardy, with

Venice annexed, reverted to Austria; and soon after a new

monetary system was decreed for that country. In 1859, at

the peace of Villa-Franca, Austria ceded Lombardy to Sardinia,

and in 1866, Venice to France, which in turn incorporated the

.same with Italy.

The coins of Austria of the present day, therefore, bear only

the Inscription : “d. g. austriae imperator. hpngar. boiiem.

GAL. I.or>. ILL. REX.” {Dei Gratia Austrice Imperator, llun-

gaiiae, Bohemiae, Galizia, Ladomiria, Rliria Rex, meaning: By
the grace of God, Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, Bohe-

mitt) GaUicia, Ladomhia, and Illyria.)
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GOLD COINS OF AUSTRIA.

1. Quadruple Ducat or Piece of four Ducats. Obverse;

QUADRUPLE DUCAT OF FERDINAND I.

Laurcated bust of Ferdinand I. Legend :
“ ferd. l. D. G.

AUSTR. IMP. HUNG. BOH. R. II. N. V.” {Ferdinand Dei.

Grnline. Audriae. Imperator. Hungariae. Bohemiae. Rex.

Ilctruriae. Napoli. Venidae, meaning: Fei'dinand /., by the grace

of God, Eiuperor of Amlria, King of Hungary and Bohania,

Tancany, Naples, Venice.)

Reverse: Imperial double-lieaded eagle of Austria. Legend:

REX. LOMB. ET. VEN. DALM. GAL. LOD. ILL. A. A. 1840. (Rcx

Lombardi el Veniliae, Dahnatiae, Galiciae, Kidomirae, Illyriac,

Archidux Amlriae; meaning: King of Lombardy and Venice,

Ihdmalia, Galicia, Ladomira, Illyria, Archduke of Austria.)

K.xergue: “c 4 o;” meaning: 4 Ducats. Weight: 215.450

grains. Finemsis: 986.111. Value: §9.14.5019.

2. (iuadrnj)le Ducat of Francis J(>seph 1. Obverse: Lau-

reatod luist of Francis .Io.seph I., dressed in ermine, and be-

decked witli four order oliains and tlie golden fleece. Ijcgcnd :

“ FRANC. JOS. I. I). G. AVSTRiAK IMPERATOR.” {Frauds Joseph

I., by the grace of God, Emperor of Austria.)

Re verse : Double-headed Austrian eagle, crowned with three

crowns, ill the dexter talon sword and sceptre; and in the sin-

ister t ilon, imperial globe surmounted by the Coptic cross. lyc-

gend : “hvngar. bohem. gai.. lod. ill. rex. a. a. 1871.”
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{Hungariae. Bohemiae. Galiciae. Ladomirae. Illyriae. Rex.

Archidux. Auslriae

;

meaning: King of Hungary, Bohemia,

Galicia, Ladomira, Illyria, Archduke of Austna.) Exergue:

"4,” meaning, 4 Ducats. Weight: 215.450 grains. Fineness:

986.111. Value: 89.14.5019.

3. The old Brabant Sovereign. Obverse: Head of Charles

VI. Legend :
“ caroi.us vi., d. g. r. imp. s. a. ge. hie. hv.

BO. REX.” {Carolus VL, Dei Grediae, Romanus imperator.

Semper Augustus, Germaniae, Hicrosolymac, Ilunganae, Bohe-

miae, Rex; meaning: Charles VI.
,
by the grace of God, Roman

Emperor, ever August, King of Germany, Jerusalem, Hungary

and Bohemia.

Reverse: The arms of Austria on a St. Andrew’s Cro.ss.

Legend : “arch. aus. dux. burg. brab. c. fl.” {Archidux

Austriae, Dux Burgundiae, Brabantiae, Comes Elandriae

;

meaning : Archduke of Austria, Duke of Burgundy, Brabant,

QUADRUPLE DUCAT OF FRANCIS JO.SEPH I.

BRABANT SOVEPvEIGN OF 1783.
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Count of Flanders.) p]xorf;ue; Date of the year of issue*

Weight: 171.468 grains. Fineness : 916.667. Value: $6.76.

4. Old Brabant Sovereign of Joseph II. Obverse: Head

of Joseph II., with inscription of Obverse of coin No. 3.

Reverse: Same as the previous one, with the exception of the

Exergue, “ 1766.” Weight: 171.468 grains. Fineness; 916.667.

Value: $6.76.

5. Sovereign of Ferdinand I. Obverse: Hoad laureate<l of

Ferdinand I. I.«gond : “ferd l., D. G. AVSTRIAE IMP. HUN.

BOH. R. H. N. V.”

SOVEREIGN OF FERDINAND I.

Reverse : Austrian double eagle. Ijcgend :
“ REX LOME. ET

VEN. DALM. GAL. IX)D. ILE. A. A., 1838.” Weight: 171.468

grain.s. Finene.ss: 916.667. Value: $6.76.

6.

Double Ducat of Hungary. Obverse: Full length figure

of Maria Theresia, crowned. . The imperial globe in the left

hand
;
the initial “K ” (Kremnilz) at one side, and “B” {Bohe~

mia) at the other. Legend : “m. ther. d. g. r. l. G. H. B. R.

A. A. D. B. c. T.” {Maria Theresia, Dei Gratiae, Regina Illy-

riae,Galiciae, Bohemiae, Rngusa, AnJiiducissa Auslriae, Ducissa

DOUBLE DUCAT OF HUNGARY.

Burgundiae, Comes Tyrolae; meaning: Maria Theresia by the

(/race, of God, Queen of lUyria, Galicia, Hungai'y, Bohemia,
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Ragusa, Archduchess of Austria, Duchess of Burgundy, Countess

of Tyrol.) Exergue: “ 2 ” (meaning : 2 Ducats.)

Reverse : Virgin and Child in the centre of rays
;
beneath a

small shield crowned. Legend: ‘‘ hungariae, 1765. pa-

TRONA REGM.” [Reigning Patron of Hungary.) Weight:

107.716 grains. Fineness; 989.583. Value: §4.59.2758.

7. Half Sovereigns. Obverse : Same as the Sovereigns.

Reverse : Same as the Sovereigns, with the exception of the

Exergues, with their respective dates of issue. Weight: 87.439

grains each. Fineness: 900. Value: §3.38.6172.

8. Ducat of Joseph II. Obverse: Same as coin No. 4, with

inscription of Obverse coin No. 3 ;
proportionate to size.

Reverse: Doul)le-headed eagle. Legend: “ar. au. dux. bu.

M. P. TRAN. CO. TYR., 1776.” [Archidux Austriae, Dux. Bur-

gundiae, Moraxiae, Poloniae, Transylvaniae, Comes Tyrol; mean-

ing : Archduke of Austria, Duke of Burgundy, Moravia, Po-

DUCAT OF JOSEPH II.

land, Transylvania, Count of Tyrol.) Weight: 53.858 grains.

Fineness: 986.111. Value: §2.29.1310.

9.

Hungarian Ducat, or Ducat of Kremnitz. Obverse:

Laureated head of Francis I. Legend :
“ franciscus i., d. g.

DUCAT OF KREMNITZ.

AVSTRIAE IMPERATOR.” {Francis /., by the grace of God, Em-
peror of Austria.)

Reverse: Virgin and Child in the centre of rays. Legend:
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“s, MARIA, MATER DEI, PATRONA HVXG, 1835.” {Saint Maria,

Mother of God, Patron of llungaria.) Weight: 53.858 grains.

Finene.s.s : 986.111. Value: §2.29.1310.

10.

Four Florins piece. Obverse: Laureated head of Francis

Joseph I. Ijegend :
“ franciscus Josephus i., d. o. impeb-

ATOR ET REX.” Excrgue : A Ro.sette.

POUR FLORINS OR TEN FRANCS OF FRANCIS JOSEPH I.

Reverse: Double-headed ini|)erial eagle of Austria, crowned

with three crowns. I.rf?gend: “imperivm austriacvm.” I^eft

of the double eagle “4 FL.” (4 Florins.) Right: “10 fr.” (10

Francs.) Date below. Weight: 49.765. Fineness: 900.

Value: §1.93.

11. Crown or “Krone” of Francis Joseph I., of 1859. Ob-

verse: Laureated head of Francis Joseph I. Legend: “franz

JOSEPH I., V. o. G. KAISER VON OFiiTERRElcil.” {Franz Joseph

/., Von Gottes Gnaden Kaiser Von Oesterreich

;

meaning:

Francis Joseph /., by the grace of God, Emperor of Austria.)

Reverse: “1 krone, 1859,” in three lines; (1 Croum, 1859),

surrounded by a wreath of oak leaves. I^egend :
“ vereins

MUNZE.” {Convention money.) p]xergue: “50 EIN pfund.”

{bQ to make one pound.) Weight: 171.468 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: §6.64.5814.

12. Half Crown of Francis Joseph I., 1858. Obverse:

Same as No. 11. Reverse: Same as No. 11, with exception of

Exergue: “100 ein pfund.” {One hundred to make one

pound.) Weight: 85.734 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

§3.32.2907.

13. Duc;U of Francis .Joseph I., 1860. Obverse: T^aureated

hc.id of I<''rancis Joseph I. la'gend : “fr.ancis Joseph i., d. o.

AUSTRIAE IMPERATOR.” {Francis Joseph /., by the grace of

God, Emperor of Austria.) Reverse: “HUNG. ROM. LOMB. ET.

vEN. ill. gal. I/)D. rex, 1860.” {Ilnngariae. Dohemiae.
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Ixmbardiae. et. Venitiae. IUiriae.Galiciae. Lodomiriae.) Weight:

53.858 grains. Fineness: 986.111. Value: $2.28.6241.

SILVER COINS OF AUSTRIA.

The Silver Coinage, prior to the “Convention of the German

Powers,” 1857, einbraml six denominations: 1. The Reichs-

thaler. 2. The Gulden (Florin) or half the Reichsthaler, and

consisted of 60 Kreutzers
;
(meaning, Crosses, from “Kreutz”

Cross.) 3. The piece of Twenty Kreutzers, which is one-third

of the “Gulden” or Florin; and 4th, 5th and 6th the pieces of

Ten, Five and Three Kreutzers. These two first ones were

coined according to the standard adopted in 1753, known as the

“Convention” rate; namely: 833.333 fine silver
;
the balance

only 583 fine or “ Billon.”

On the 24th of January, 1857, a Convention was concluded

between the principal German States, by which a new coinage

was established. It was agreed that the half of one Kilo-

gramme, or 500 Grammes, equal to 7717.5 Troy grains, should

serve as the standard Pfund (pound) to be called “Zollpfund”

at the Mints of all the States, who were parties to the Conven-

tion. Of the current silver coins there were to be five denomi-

nations: 1. The pieces of two Gulden or Florins. 2. The

Gulden or one Florin piece; both to be 900 fine; the former to

be coined at the rate of 20^, and the latter at 40J pieces to the

“ Zollpfund ” of standard silver. 3. The Quarter Florin, 520

fine, 93^0 pieces to the “ Zollpfund.” 4. The Ten New Kreut-

zers Piece, 500 fine, 250 pieces to the “Zollpfund.” 5. The
Five New Kreutzers Piece, 375 fine, and 375 pieces to the

“Zollpfund.”
.

1. Maria Theresia Kronen Thaler {Croten Dollar of Maria

Theresia.) Obverse: Bust of Empress and Queen Maria

Theresia. Legend: “ma: Theresia, d: g: reg: hl'.v: bo:”

{Maria Theresia, Dei Gratiae, Regina, Hungariae, Bohemiae ;

meaning : Maria Theresia, by the grace of God, Queen of Hun-
gary and Bohemia.)

Reverse: Full length figure of Virgin and Child, sceptre in
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dexter, surrounded by numerous rays, “k on the left of Vir-

gin (meaning: Kremnitz for Hungary), and “b” on the right

MARIA THERESIA CROWN DOLLAR.

(meaning: Eohemia.) Legend: MARIA, MATER DEI PA-

TRONA, HUNG., 1742.” {Saint ^laria, Mother of God, Patron

of Ilungai-y) Weight : 454.899 grains. Finem>ss: 868.056.

Value: 81.11.7825.

2. Crown Dollar of Francis I., 1747. Obverse: Bust of

Francis I. Legend: “franclsd. gratia, roman, imperat.

.s. A.” {Francis, by the grace of God, Ronuin Emperor ever

August.)

Revei-se: Double-headtHl imperial Austrian eagle, a shield

upon his breast, surmounted by a small crown, a larger one

CROWN DOLLAR OF E'EANCIS I.

above the two heads of the eagle; dexter talon, a sword;

sinister, a sceptre. Legend: “ IN. TE. domine. speravi. Pisis
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1747.” {In Thee! God, we truat.) This coin is out of circula-

tion, no exact weight, fineness or value can be given.

3. Convention Thaler of Joseph II. Obverse: A crowned

shield, supported by two angels; beneath, a palm and olive

branch crossed. Legend :
“ JOS. ii. D. G. it. imp. h. a. g. n. ii.

ni:x. A. A. I). II. & L.” {Josephus II., Dei Gratiae, Romanorum

Imperator, semper Axigustus Germaniae, llungariae, Bohemiae,

Rex Archidux Austriac, Dux Burgundine and Lotharingiac ;

meaning : Joseph II, by the Grace of God, Roman Emperor

ever August, King of Germany, Hungary, Bohemia, Archduke

of Austria, Duke of Burgundy and Lorraine.)

Reverse: “ad normam convent, 17GG.” Legend: “arciiid

AUST. D. rurg. marggr. rurgoviae.” {Archdukc of Austria,

Duke of Burgundy, Margrave of Burgovia.) Around the outer

edge of the coin : “virtute et exemplo.” {By virtue and

example.) This coin being long ago out of circulation, the

convention dollar.

weight and fineness cannot be giv’en with exactness. The in-

trinsic value is estimated at from 97 cents to §1.00, but it com-

mands a high premium among numismatists.

4. Crown Thaler of Francis I. Obverse: Double-headeil

eagle of Austria, surrounded by the order chain of the

Golden Fleece. Sceptre, in dexter talon, and im})erial globe

in sinister. Legend :
“ FRANCIS D. GRATIA. ROMAN. IMPERAT.

s. A.” {Francis, by the Grace of God, Roman Emperor ever

August.)

2E
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Reverse : St. Andrew’s Cross, surmounted by an imperial

crown, with crown in each angle, right and left; beneath, the

golden flceoc. IjCgend : “germ. JERO. rex. Lorn. bar. mag.

HEX. DUX. 1756.” Out of circulation for over fifty years.

Intrinsic value estimated at ^1.02. At a high premium with

numismatists.

6. Brabant Crown Thaler of Joseph II. Obverse: Head

laureated. Legend: “ JOS. ir. D. G. r. i. 8. a. ge. hu. bo. rex.”

{Joseph JL, by the Grace of God, Roman Emperor ever August,

King of Germany, Hungary, Bohemia.

Reverse: Double-headed Austrian eagle, quartered shield

upon its breast, surmounted by a large crown. Legend

:

“arch, au.st. dux. burg. com. eland. 1768.” {Archduke

of Austria, Duke of Burgundy, Count of Flanders.) Intrinsic

value: $1.02.

BRABANT CROWN DOI.LAR OF JOSEPH II.

6. Maria Theresia Thaler, also called the “ Levant Thaler

or Dollar.” This coin, although nearly one hundred years

old, is still issued by the Austrian Government, with the date

“ 1780,” for the African trade. It is the famous Pataka or

Patak of Abyssinia, described on page 481. During the Abys-

sinian war between England and King Theodor, of .-Vbyssinia,

the British Government, unable to pass its gold coins in Africa,

where gold is only used as ornament, was obliged to have

recourse to the Mints of Austria, for the coinage of the Maria

Theresia Thaler.
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Obverse: Bust of Maria Theresia, rather full face, and quite

in contrast with cut on page 496. A veil is thrown over the

MARIA THERESIA THALER, OR DOLLAR OF 1780 AND SINCE.

back part of her hair, which is fastened by a tiara. Ijogend

:

"m. THERESIA. D. o. R. IMP. HU. BO. REG.” {Maria T/icresia,

by the Grace of God, Empress of Austria, Queai of Hungary
and Bohemia.)

Rever.se: Double-headed eagle of Austria, with one large

crown above. Legend : “arciiid. aust. dux burgundy, co.

TYROL. 1780x .” {Archduchess of Austiia, Duchess of Bur--

gundy, Countess of Tyrol, 1780x.) Weight: 433.080 grains.

Fineness: 833.333. Value: ^1.03.

7. Crown, or Kronen Thaler of Francis II. Obverse:

CROWN THAI.ER OP FRANCIS II.

Head of Francis II. Legend: “franc, ii. D. a. R. I. 8. A.

OER. HIE. HVN. BOH. REX.”
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Reverse : St. Andrew’s Cross, with tliree crowns in the three

respective angles. Tlie order of the Golden Fleece suspended

from the middle of cro.ss. Legend : “Ancii. AU.ST. DUX. BVno,

I.OTH. BRAD. COM. FLAN. 1795.” Weight: 454.899 grains.

Fineness: 8G8.056. Value: §1.11.7824.

8. Species or Conventions-Thaler of 1839. Obverse: Lau-

rcated head of Ferdinand I. Legend: “feud. i. d. g. avst.

IMP. IIVNO. BOH. R. H. N. V.”

SPECIES THALER OF FERDINAND I.

Reverse: Double-headed Austrian imperial eagle, \vith three

crowns. A shield upon its breast, the order of the Golden

Fleece suspended around it; dexter talon, a sword and .sceptre;

left talon, the imperial globe, surmounted by the Coptic cross.

I.iegend :
“ REX. I.OMB. FT. YEN. DALM. GAL. LOD. ILL. A. A.

1839.” Weight: 433.080 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value;

§1.02.1458.

CROW.N THALER OF LEOPOLD II.

9. Crown, or Kronen Tlialer of Ijcojwld II. Obverse:
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Laureated head of Leopold II. Ix;gend :
“ Leopold rr. d. g.

R. I. S. A. GER. HIE. HVN. BOH. REX.”

Reverse: Double-headed Austrian Eagle. Legend: “arch.

AUST. DUX. BURG. BRAB. CO.M. ELAND. 1790.” Weight:

454.899 grains. Fineness: 868.056. Value: $1.11.7824.

10. Thaler of Jo.seph II., 1781. Obverse: Laureated bust

of Joseph II. I^egend :
“ Joseph ii. d. g. r. imp. s. aug. g. ir.

ET, B. REX. a. a.”

THALER OF JOSEPH IL

Reverse ; Crowned and quartered shield of Lombardy, two

eagles and two serpents, one in each corner, surrounded by

palm and laurel branches, crossed. Legend: “ mediolani ET

MANTUA DUX.” [Duke of Milan and Mantua, 1782.) Intrinsic

value about 89 cents, but being out of circulation, has a greater

value with numismatists.

11. Two Gulden or Florins piece of the Archduke Johann,

of Austria.

During the troubles of 1848, in Europe, and after the flight

of the Emperor of Austria from Vietina, a National Assembly

met at Frankfort-on-the-Main, in May, 1848, and determined

upon the reorganization of Germany into one integral empire,

excluding the German po.s.sessions of Austria, and offering the

imperial crown to Frederic William IV., the then King of

Prussia. This movement was set on foot and headed by the

Austrian Archduke, Johann, who was, in consequence, made
the Administrator, bv the Assembly.
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This coin of the Archduke Johann, of Austria, bears the

following inscriptions. Obverse: “euzherzcxj joiiaxn von

OESTEURElCll,” inscribed in four lines. Beneath is a palm and

laurel branch, crossed. Ijegcnd :
“ erwaiilt zum reichs-

VERWESER UBER DEUTSCHLAND D. 29 JUNI, 1848.” {ElecUd

as Administrator over Germany the 2dth of June, 1848.)

TWO FLORINS OF ARCHDUKE JOHANN, OF AUSTRIA.

Reverse : Double-headed Austrian eagle. Legend :
“ coN-

STITUIRENDE VERSA.MMLUNO I. D. F. STADT FRANKFURT, 18

MAI, 1848.” {Constitutional Assembly in the fj-ee city of Franh-

fort, the \%th May, 1848.) Around the edge: “zwEl
GULDEN.” {Two Gulden or Florins.) Weight : 327.335 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: ^0.83.3894.

12. Two Gulden Piece of Francis Joseph I., 1859. Ob-

verse : Laureated head of Franeis Joseph I. Legend

:

“ FRANC. JOS. I. D. o. AVSTRIAE IMPERATOR.” Reverse

:

Double-headed Austrian eagle. Legend :
“ hung. boh. lomb.

ET. VEN. GAL. LOD. ILL. REX. A. A. 1859.” Exergue :
“2

FL.” {two florins.) Weight: 381.04 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: 80.91.0766.

13. Vereins-Thaler of I J Gulden or Florin of Francis

Joseph I., 1858. Obverse: Laureated head of Francis

Joseph I. Legend :
“ franz Joseph i. v. g. g. kaiser von

OESTERREicii.” Reverse ; Double-heade<l Austrian eagle.

Ijegend :
“ EiN v'Ereins thaler, xxx ein pfund fein.”

(One Convention Thaler or Dollar, thidy to make one pound fine
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silver.) Exergue: “1858.” Weight: 285.776 grain.s. Fine-

ness : 900. Value: $0.72.7441.

14. Half Reichs Thaler of Joseph II. Obverse: Laiireated

head of Joseph II. Legend: “jos. ii. D. G. R. i. s. A. ge. iiir.

BO. REX.” ' {Joseph II., by the Ch-ace of God, Homan Emneror

ever August, King of Gei-many, Hungary, Bohemia.)

HALF REICHS THALER OF JOSEPH II.

Reverse: Double-headed Austrian eagle. Legend: “ar-

ciiiD. AUST. DUX. BURG. CO. TYR. 1774.” {Archduke of

Austria, Duke of Burgundy, Count of Tyrol.) Weight

:

216.540 grains. Finene.«s: 833.333. Value: $0.50.6927.

15. Half Reichs Thaler of Joseph II. Obverse: Laureated

head of Josenh II.
*

HALF REICHS THALER OF .lOSEPH II.

Reverse: A crowned shield, two angels supporting the

crown
;
a palm and laurel branch, crossed beneath. Ijcgend :

“jos. II. D. G. R. IMP. S. A. G. H. B. REX. A. A. D. B. & L.”

(Joseph II., by the Grace of God, Roman Emperor ever August,
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King of Germany, Hungary and Bohemia, Archduke of Aus-

tria, Duke of Burtpindy and Ijorraine.) Weiglit: 216.540

grains. Fineness; 833.333. Value: $0.50.6927.

16. Half Crown of Marla Theresia. Obverse: St. Andrew's

Crass, with crown in each of the four angles. Legend: “mah.

THEUKSIA. D. G. R. IMP. GERNf. HUNG. BOH. REG. X-” {Maria

Theresia, by the Grace of God, Roman Empress, Queen of Ger-

many, JJungai'y, Bohemia.)

Half crown of maria tiieresia.

Reverse: Austrian eagle. Legend: “arch. aust. duc.

BURG. BRAB. COM. FLAND.” Weight : 227.449 grains. Fine-

ness: 868.056. Value: $0.55.7625.

17. Quarter Crown of Leopold II. Obverse: Bust lau-

reated head of Leopold II. Legend : “leop. d. g. R. i. s. a.

GER. HIE. HUN. BOH. REX."

ARTER CROWN OF LEOPOLD II.

Reverse: St. Andrew’s Cros.s, with the badge of the Golden

Fleece suspciulcd from the centre. A large crown alxtve and

a smaller oue in the left and right angle of the cross. Ijcgend:
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“ARf'H. AVST. DUX. BVnO. I-OTII. BRAB. COM. FLAN. 1790.”

Weight: 127 grains. . Fineness: 875. Value: $0.26.750.

18. Gulden, or Florin of Francis Josepli I., 1859. Obvcr.sc:

Laureated head of Francis Jo.seph I. Legend: FRANC. JOS. l.

I), o. AVSTRIAE. IMPERATOR.” Reverse : Double-headed

Austrian eagle. Legend :
“ hung. boh. lomb. ET. VKN. gal.

I.OD. ILL. REX. A. A. 1859.” Excrgue :
“1 FL.” (1 ilorin.)

Weight: 190.52 grains. Finene.ss : 900. Value: $0.48.6t50.

19. Gulden of Hungary. Obverse: Ru.st of Joseph II.

Legend :
“ JOS. II. D. G. R. IMP. S. A. G. II. B. REX. A. A.”

GULDEN, OR FLORIN OF JOSEPH II.

Reverse: Virgin and Child. Legend: “s. m.\ria mater

DEI patrona hung. 1786 X.” Weight: 227.449 grains.

Fineiie.ss : 868.056. A^alue: §0.55.7625.

20.

Hungarian Florin, since 1869. Obverse: Laureated

HUNGARIAN FLORIN.

head of Francis .Joseph I. Legend :
“ ferencz jozsef a.

CS.\SZAR.” {Francis Joseph /., Austrian Emperor.)

Reverse: Shield of Hungary, two cherubims supporting a
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crown; beneath the shield, laurel branches crossed. Legend:

“ MAGYAR ORSZA.O. AP. KiRALYA. 1869.” {Hungarian Chief,

crowned King.) Exergue: “1 FL,” (1 Florin.) Weight:

190.56. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.48.60.

21.

Lombardo-Venetia Austrian Lira. Obverse: Laure-

ated head of Ferdinand I. Legend: “ FEED. l. D. G. AUSTRIAE

IMPERATOR.”

LOMBARDO-VENETIA AUSTRIAN LIRA.

Reverse: Double-headed Austrian eagle with three crowns,

upon his breast the Austrian Lorabardo-Veuetian shield. Dex-

ter talon: Sword. Sinister talon: Imperial globe. Legend:

“lomb. et. vex. rex. a. a.” {King of Lombardy and Venic-e,

Archduke of Austria. 1839.) Exergue: “lira austriaca.”

(Atwtna/i Lira.) Weight: 66.820 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.17.2354.

22.

Half Austrian Lira of Lombardy and Venice. Ob-

verse: Laureated head of Francis I. Legend: “franciscus

I. D. G. AUSTRIAE i.MPERATOR.” Reverse: Shield of Austria,

Lombardy and Venice surmounted by a large imjMjrial crown.

Legend: “ix)MB. et. vex. rex. a. a. 1824.” Exergue:

LIRA.” Weight: 33.410 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.08.6177.

QUARTER LIRA OF LOMBARDY.

23.

Quarter Lira of Lombardy. Obverse: Bust of Francis

I. Legend: “fraxciscus i. D. g. avstriae impep^ator.”
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Reverse: Sliield quartered, surmounted by an imperial crown.

Legend: “lomb. et. vex. hex. a. a. 1822.” Weight: 16.705

grains. Fineness: 900. V^alue: $0.04.3088,

BILLON MONEY OF AUSTRIA.

1.

Zwanziger of Francis I. (20 Kreutzers or J Florin.)

Obverse: Head of Francis I. Legend: “franc. l. D. G. R. l.

8. A. GERM. HV. BO. REX.” .

ZWANZIGER OF FRANCIS I.

Reverse: Austrian imperial shield, surmounted by a crown.

Legend: “arch. aus. dux. burg. brab. c. f. e.” Exergue:

“1751.” Weight: 103.118 grains. Fineness : 583.333. Value:

$0.17.2354.

2. Zwanziger of Tyrol, 1809. Issued during the struggle

of Andreas Hofer, the Tyrolian patriot, against Napoleon I.

Obverse : Single-headed eagle, facing to the left, a crown njion

its head, encircled by a laurel chaplet. Legend: “gefurst-

liche grafsciiaft tiroi..” {Princely earldom of Tyrol.)

Reverse: “20 kreutzer ” inscribed in two lines; underneath

a laurel and olive branch. Legend: “nach dem. conven-

tions FUSS.” {In conformity with the conventional money rate.)

Exergue: “1809” between two rosettes. Weight: 103.118

grains. Fineness: 583.333. Value: $0.17.2354.

3. Zwanziger of Leopold II. Obverse: Double-headed

eagle, upon its breast the imperial globe surmounted by a large

cross and a crown. Legend :
“ LEOPOLD D. G. ROM. IMP. SEMP.

AUG.”
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Reverse: Virgin and child. Ijcgend : “s. maria, mater

ZWANZIGER OF LEOPOLD II.

DEI PATRONA IIVNOARIAE. 1791.” Weight: 103.118. Fine-

ness: 583.333. Value: $0.17.2354.

4. Zwanzijjer of Francis II. Obverse: Double-headed iin-

pcrial Austrian eagle. Riglit talon : Sceptre. Left talon

:

Sword; underneath “ 1797.” Legend: “ FRANCISCUS ll. D. O.

ROM. IMP. SEMP. AUGUST.”

ZWANZIGER OF FUAN'CIS II.

Reverse : A shield quartered, a shield of smaller size upon

it, both crowned. Legend: “ARCH. AUS. DUX. RURG. RRAB.

c. F.” Weight: 103.118. Fineness: 583.333. Value:

$0.17.2354.

5. Zwanziger of Francis I. Obverse: Laureated head of

Francis II., surrounded by branches of laurel leaves, tied with

a ribbon in a bow. lA‘gend : “franciscus I. D. o. AU.ST. IM-

PERATOR.” Reverse : Austrian double-headed imperial eagle.

De.xter talon: Sword and sceptre. Sinister Rilon : Inijx;rial

globe. Legend: “iiUN. boil i-omb. ven. gal. ill. rex.

1811.” E.xergue: “20” in a scroll; left an olive branch;
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right a palm branch. Weight: 103.118 grains. Fineness:

583.333. Value: ^0.17.2354.

6.

Zwanziger of Ferdiiiaml I. 1840. Obver.se: L.anreatcd

head of Ferdinand I. Legend; “FliRD. l. D. G. aVSTJB. imp.

HVNG. BOH. REX. H. N. V.”

ZWANZIGER OF FERDINAND I.

Reverse : Double-headed eagle, erowned with three crowns.

Dexter talon : Sword and sceptre. Sinister: Imperial globe.

Legend: “rex. i.omb. et. ven. daem. gal. lod. ill. a. a.

1840.” Weight: 103.118 grains. Fineness: 583.333. Value:

$0.17.2354.

7.

Zwanziger of Francis I. Obverse: Head of Francis I.

Legend: “franciscus i. d. g. avstr. imperator.”

ZWANZIGER. OF FRANCIS I.

Reverse : Virgin and child. Legend : “.s. maria mater
DEI PATRONA HVNG. 1834.” Pvxergiio : “20.” AVeight

:

103.1 1 8 grains. Fineness: 583.333. Value: SO.17.2354.

8.

Zehner of Maria Theresia. (10 Kreiitzer or J Florin.)

Obverse: Head of Maria Theresia, surrounded by a laurel and

palm branch, crossed at the end and tied with a ribbon in a bow.

Legend : “m. tiieresia. d. g. r. imp. ge. iiu. bo. reg.” Re-

verse; Virgin and child surrounded by rays of glory; at her
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feet an altar, upon it the figure '‘10;” left a laurel branch,

right a palm branch. Legend: “patrox. reoxi. hungaria
1765.” Weight: 60.155 grains. Fineness: 500. Value,

$0.08.6177.

9.

Zehner of Joseph II. Obverse: Head of Joseph II.

Legend :
“ JOS. Ii. D. G. R. l. 8. A.”

ZEIIXER OP JOSEPH II.

Reverse : Austrian double-headed eagle. Legend :
“ virtute.

ET EXE.MPLO. 1768.” Exergue :
“10” in a scroll. Weight:

60.155 grains. Fineness: 500. Value, $0.08.6177.

10. Ten Neu-Kreutzer, or Ten New Kreutzer Piece. Ob-

verse : Head of Francis Joseph I. lo^gend :
“ fraxz Joseph i.,

V. G. G., KAISER VOX OESTERREICH.” Reverse: A large

figure “10,” surmounted by an imperial crown. Legend:

“SCHEIDE—MUXZE.” {Subsidiary coin.) Exergue: A laurel

and palm branch, above the same “ 1859.” Weight: 30.864

grains. Fineness : 500. Value : $0.04.3088.

11. Six Kreutzer Piece of Francis Joseph I. Obverse:

Shield, upon it a double-headed Austrian eagle
;
a crown sur-

mounting it. lA»gend :
“ K. K. oesterreicuische .sciieide-

MUXZE.” {Kaiscrliche Kocniyliche OeMen'cichische Scheide-

miime; meaning: Imperial Royal AUistrian Subsidiary coin.)

Reverse: “6” “Kreutzer — . —

,

1869,” in-scrihed in four

lines. Weight: 29.46 grains. Fineness: 437.500. Value:

$0.03.5485.

12. Five Kreutzer Piece of Ferdinand I. Obverse: Head

Ferdinand I. lA>geud :
“ FERD. l., D. G., AV8TR. IMP. HVNG.

BOH. R. U. X. V.”
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Reverse: Double-headed Austrian eagle. Legend: “rex

LOM., ET. VEX. DALM. GAL. LOD. II.L. X. A., 1839.” Excrgue:

FIVE KREUTZER.S OF FERDINAND I.

“5.” Weight: 34.367 grains. Fineness: 437.500. Value:

$0.04.3088.

13. Five Neu-Kreutzer, or Five New Kreutzer Piece.

Obverse: Head of Francis Joseph I. Legend: “ franz

JOSEPH I., V. G. G., KAISER VON OESTERREICH.” RcVCrSC :

a large figure 5 surmounted by a crown. Legend: “scheide

—MUNZE.” Exergue : I^aurel and palm branch, crossed and

tied with a ribbon in a bow; above it, “a, 1859.” Weight:

20.570 grains. Fineness: 375. Value: $0.02.0277.

14. Three Kreutzer Piece of Ferdinand I. Obverse : Head

of Ferdinand I. Legend: “ ferd. i., d. g., avstr., imp.

IIVNG. BOH. R. H. N. V.” Reverse: Double-headed eagle,

crowned with three crowns. Dexter talon : Sword and sceptre.

Sinister talon: Imperial globe. A large figure “3” in a

shield upon the breast of the eagle. Legend :
“ rex, lomb., et.

VEN. DALM. GAL. LOD. ILL. A. A., 1840.” Weight: 22.25

grains. Fineness: 343.75. Value: $0.02.2812.

BRONZE COINS OF AUSTRIA.

The Bronze Coins of Austria consist of 95 per cent, of copper

and 5 percent, tin. They are of the new standard rate
;
dividing

the Gulden or Florin into 100 ecpial parts.

1. The Four Kreutzer Piece, bearing the inscription: “4”

“kreutzer” in two lines. WTight: 201.59 grains. Value:

$0.01.600.

2. The Three Kreutzer Piece, inscription “3” “kreut-

zer.” Weight: 151.17 grains. Value: $0.01.200.
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3. The Two Krcutzer Piece, inscription “ 2 ” “ KREUTZER.”

Weight; 100.78 grains.* Valne: §0.00.800.

4. Tlie One Krentzer Piece, inscription “ 1
” ‘^kreutZER.”

Wciglit: 50.39 grains. Value: §0.00.400.

5. Tlie Half Krcutzer Piece, inscription “ “ kreutzer."

Weiglit: 25.195 grains. Value.: §0.00.200.

G. The Quarter Krentzer Piece, inscription ‘Q” “ KREUT-

ZER.” Weight: 12.597 grains. Value: §0.00.100.

BELGIUM.
This country was anciently the territory of the Bclg?e, who

were conquered by Julius Ca;sar, 47 B. C., and in mo<lern

times was formerly known as Flanders. In 1598, Philip II.,

of Spain, coded it to Austria. In 1621, it fell back into the

hands of Philip IV., King of Spain, where it remained subject

to Spanish rule, till 1713. By the treaty of Utrecht, it was

apportioned to Austria. Iii 1785 it was incor()orated with

France. In 1815 it b('came part of Holland. In May, 1830,

disregarding si.K hundred and forty petitions, the government

of Holland enacted a new law of the pre.ss. Odicials holding

Bolgic opinions were dismissed. The public mind w;us in a

state of excitement, which was rai.sed to its highest pitch of

intensity by the revolution of Jidy, 1830, in Paris. At length,

on August 25th, 1830, during the ])crformance of Aul>cr’s

“ IMas-saniello,” at the Grand Opera House of Brus.sels, the

insurrectionary spirit was aroused into action by the music.

The theatre was rapidly emptied, the office of the National

jiewspaper, the Dutch government organ, was sacked, the

armorers’ shops bVoken open, and barricades were erecte<l. On
August 28th, 1830, a Congress of citizens assembled in the

Hotel de ^'ille, at Bru-sels, asking for reform. The King of

Holland, William I., received them at the Hague, but

refu.sed to j)ledge himself to anything while under men:u;e of

forex;
;

yet promised an early consideration of the matter.
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This answer gave still greater dissatisfaction. On January

31st, 1831, the independence of Belgium was acknowledged,

and the nation was established as a Kingdom under Leo-

'pold I.

The coinage of Belgium, since 1598, is mostly Austrian,

bearing the names and titles of the sovereigns, as Archdukes

of Austria and Dukes of Burgundy, Lorraine, Brabant and

Counts of Flanders, and is fully described under the head of

Austria, from page 495 to page 508 of this work. No coins were

issued by Belgium after its conquest by the French, 1795 to

1815. From 1815 to 1831, the Belgian coins were issued under

the coinage laws of Holland. In 1831, the first of the present

series of Belgium appeared with the head and Legend of

“ LEOPOLD, PREMIER ROI DES BELGES” {Leopold /., Khlf/ of the

Belgians), and “l’union fait la force.” {In Union there is

Strength.) The coinage from 1749 to 1795 included the gold

“Sovereign” or Sovereign of 171.468 grains, and 916.667

fineness. The silver crown, known as the Brabant Crown of

456 grains and 872 fine. The Kronen Thaler, or Crown

Dollar of 454.899 grains and 868.056 fine.

In 1790, a new coinage of gold and silver pieces, called

“Lions,” was projected by a Congress of Belgian Provinces;

but was only partially carried into effect. The gold pieces were

917 fine, and the silver ones of 875 fineness. Of the “Silver

Lions” several pieces were struck and circulated, but recalled

soon after. The “Gold Lions” were mere pattern pieces, found

in the Museums of Europe, and of interest only to the numis-

matists.

The standard of Belgium has been and still is double, name-

ly, Gold and Silver. The weight of pure metal in the gold

coins, as compared with that in the silver legal tender coins, of

the same denomination, is fixed by law at 1 to 15^, making the

legal value of the gold coins 15 J times that of the silver coins

of the .same weight and fineness. The legal tender gold and

silver coinages have the same degree of fineness; that is, nine-

teuths, or 900 of pure metal to one-tenth or 100 of alloy.

2F
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In addition to the legal tender coins of gold and silver, there

was established on the 23d of December, 1865, between France,

Italy, Switzerland and Belgium, by the “Quadripartite Conven-

tion,” a subsidiary silver coinage of less intrinsic value than the

legal tender silver coinage of the like denomination. In this

new subsidiary coinage the weight of the pieces was left the

same as that of the corresponding legal tender silver coinage;

but the fineness was reduced to 835 pure metal and 165 of alloy.

The legal weight of pure metal in the subsidiary silver coins is

thus fixed at about 14^ times the weight of pure metal in the

gold coins of like denomination. In this “Quadripartite Con-

vention of 1865,” a provision for an interchange of subsidiary

coin to a limited extent is fixe<l upon the following basis: “To
the citizens of the country issuing it, this silver coin is a legal-

tender for 50 francs (S9.65), and for taxes up to 100 francs

($19.30), in Belgium, France, Italy and Switzerland.”

The Franc of Belgium, both gold and silver, is divided into

100 Centimes.

GOLD COINS OF BELGIUM.

1.

The Souvcrain, or Sovereign of 1749 and 1766.

BOUVERAINS ISSUED UNDER AUSTRIAN RULE.

For weight, fineness and value, see page 491.

2. Half Souverain of 1750, 1752 and 1797.

For weight, fineness and value, see page 493.

3. The Gold Lion of the Belgian Revolution of 1790. Ob-

verse: A Ijion, rampant, supporting a shield, with the word
“ LIBERTAS ” upon it. Legend: “ DOMINI EST REO-
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num” (meaning: The Kingdom is the Lord's). Exergue: 1790.

Reverse: A Sun, surrounded by eleven shields, bearing the

HALF SOUVERAINS ISSUED UNDER AUSTRIAN RULE.

arms of the different Belgian provinces. Legend: “et ipse

DOMINABITUR GENiTUM ” (meaning: and He Himself shall

Reign over the Nations).

This coin having never circulated as money, its exact weight

and fineness cannot be given with precision. The pattern pieces

were struck of 916.667 fineness, although generally understood

to be 917 fine. Value entirely nominal at about $6.50. Among
numismatists, this coin brings a very high premium.

4. Ducat of the Belgian Provinces, under Holland’s rule.

Obverse: a full length figure of a knight in armor; dexter hand,

a drawn sword
;
in the other, a bunch of arrows tied with a rib-

bon, the ends loosely float! rtg. At the left of the Knight, “18,”

and right, “ 15,” changing this date with every new year’s issue.

Legend: “ Concordia res parvae. crescunt.” {Small things

increase by concord.) Reverse :
“ Jio. ORD. provin. foeder.

BELG. AD. LEG. IMPERII.” {Moiuta ordinarea protunciarum foe-

. DUCAT OF THE BELGIANS OF 1825.

dcratarum Belgicarum ad legem Imperii; moaning: the ordinary

coin of the Confederated Belgic Proviiices, according to the lato

of the Empire; referring to the German Empire, standard of 67
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Ducats to the Mark, fine gold of Cologne.) Weight : 53.92

grains. Fineness: 983. Value: $2.28.3706.

6.

Diiait of the Belgians of 1825. Obverse : Same as No. 4,

changing only the date of issue to “1825.” Legend: “b. CON-

COUDIA RES PARVAE CRESCUNT X .”

Reverse: Similar to No. 4. Weight: 53.92 grains. Fine-

ness: 983. Value: $2.28.3706.

6. Forty Francs Piece of Leopold I. Obverse: Laureated

head of Ijeopold I. Legend :
“ Leopold premier roi ora

BELGES.” {Leopold the jird King of the Belgians^ Reverse

:

“40 FRANCS, 1835,” inscribed in three lines, tlie whole enclosed

in a heavy wreath of oak. Around the edge: “dieu protege

LA BELGIQUE.” {God protects Belgium.) Weight: 199.1235

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $7.72.

7. Twenty-five Franas Piece of Ijeopold I. Obverse: Head

of Leopold I. Legend : “Leopold premier roi des belges.”

Reverse: The Coat of Arms of Belgium, above it the Legend:

“l’union fait i.a force.” {In Union there u Strength.) Un-
derneath: “7.915,” “900 m” (moaning: 7.915 grammes in

weight, and 900-1000 fine). Exergue: “ 1848.” Weight:

122.146 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $4.82 J.

In 1848, there appeared, also, another Twenty-five Francs

Piece. Obverse: Same as No. 7. The Reverse, Ijcaring the

Coat of Arms of Belgium
;
but the Legend alx)ve: “ l’ UNION

FAIT LA force” removed, and “25 francs,” inserted inste.ad.

To the left of the shield as Ivcgend: “900 M,” and to the right:

“g. 7.915.” Exergue: “ 1848.” Weight: 122.146 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $4.82|.

8. Twenty Francs Piece of Leopold I. Obverse: Laureated

head of Leopold I. Legend: “Leopold premier roi des

belges.” Reverse: “20 francs, 1835,” inscribed ju three

lines, enclosed by a heavy wreath of oak leaves. Weight:

99.561 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

9. Twenty Francs Piece of Leopold I. Obverse: Head of

IjCopold I. Legend :
“ LEOPOLD premier roi des belges.”

Reverse: “20 francs, 1862.” Branches of oak leaves surround
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the inscription. Weight: 99.561 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $3.86.

10.

Twenty Francs Piece of Leopold II. Obverse: Head

of Leopold II. Legend: “Leopold ii. eoi des belges.”

TWENTY FRANCS OF LEOPOLD II.

Reverse: Coat of Arms of Belgium. Legend: “i/union

FAIT L.A FORCE.” Exergue : “20 fr.” Weight: 99.561

grains. Finene.ss: 900. Value: $3.86.

1 1. Ten Francs Piece of Leopold I. Obverse: Head of Leo-

pold I. Legend :
“ Leopold premier roi des beiajes.” Re-

verse: Coat of Arms of Belgium. Legend: “ i7union fait

la force.” Exergue: “1849.” At the left side of coat of

arms: “10,” and at the right: “ F,” underneath : “0.3.166,”

and “900 M.” Weight: 48.858 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.93.

12. Ten Francs Piece of Leopold II., same as No. 11, with

the exception of Obverse having the head of Leojiold II., in-

stead of his father, Leopold I. Weight: 48.858 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: $1.93.

SILVER COINS OF BELGIUM.

1. Belgae-Austrian Reichs Thaler of 1618. Obverse: Busts

of Albertus and Elisabet. Legend : “albertvs et elisabet.

DEI. GRATIA. 16-18.”

Reverse: Two lions sup|)orting a shield, the crown resting

upon their bowed heads; badge of the golden fleece beneath.

lAigend : “ARCH. avst. duces, bvro. brab. z.” Intrinsic value

about $1.05; but being out of circulation for nearly two hun-
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died years, this coin commands a very high premium among

collectors of coins.

BELGAE-AUSTKIAN RIX DOLLAR OF 1618.

2. Kronen Thalers of Belgium, under Austrian Government,

For description, weight, fineness and value, see page 498.

CROWN DOLLARS OF BELGIUM, 1756 TO 1795.

3. Silver Lion of the Belgian Revolution of 1790. Obverse:

A lion rampant, supporting a shield, with “libertas,” u|K>n

H. Ix'gend: “ Domini e.st regnum.” {The Kingdom is the

Lord's.) Exergue: “1790."

Reverse: A sun, with eleven escutcheons of the Bclgic Pro-

vinces round it. Legend :
“ et ii>se dominabitvr gentivm."

{And II« Himself shall reign over the Nations.) Around the
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outer edge : “quid fortius deone.” ( What is stronger than the

SILVER LION OF THE BELGIAN REVOLUTION, 1790.

Lionf) Intrinsic value about $1,05; but out of circulation

for many years, it brings a high premium.

FIVE FRANCS OF LEOPOLD L

4. Five Francs Piece of Leopold I., of 1835. Obverse : Lau-

reated head of Leopold I. Legend :
“ Leopold premier roi

DF.S belges,”

Reverse: “5” “Francs” “1835” inscribed upon the field

in three lines, surrounde<l by a heavy wreath of oak leaves.

Around the edge “dieu protege la bklgique.” {God Pro-

tects Belgium?} Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.96|.

5. Five Francs Piece of 1849. Obverse: Head of Leopold
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I. Legend : “Leopold premier roi des belges.” Reverse:

Crowned sliield, with a lion rampant upon the same. Left of

shield “5” and to the right “F” (meaning: five francs), sur-

rounded by two branches of laurel leaves, crossed and tied at

the ends with a ribbon in a bow. Legend : “l’union FAIT LA
FORCE.” Exergue: “1849.” Weight: 385.808 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §0.96^.

6. Five Francs Piece of Leopold II. Obverse: Head of

Ixjopold II., full beard. Legend: “Leopold ii. roi des

BELGES.”

FIVE FRANCS OF LEOPOLD II.

Reverse: Same as No. 6, with the exception of the Exergue;

“1869.” Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.96J.

7. Two and a half Francs Piece of Leopold I. Obverse:

Head of Leopold I. Legend: “LEOPOLD premier roi des

BELGES.”

TWO AND A HALF FRANCS OF LEOPOLD I.

Reverse: Crowned shield, a lion rampant upon the same;
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left of it “2},” and to the right “F,” surronnded by two

branches of oak leaves, crosserl at the end and tied with a

ribbon in a bow. Legend: “l’union fait la force.” Ex-

erjxne :
“ 1848.” Around the edge: “ dieu protege la rel-

GIQUE.” Weight: 192.904 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

§0.48i.

8. Two Francs Piece of I./eopold I., of 1834. Obverse:

Laureated head of Leopold I. Legend: Leopold premier

ROi DES BELGES.” Reverse: “2” “Francs” “1834,” inscribed

upon the field in three lines, surrounded by a heavy wreath

of oak leaves. Weight: 154.323 grain.s. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.38.6.

9. Two Francs Piece of Leopold I., of 1849. Obverse:

Head of Leopold I. Legend: “Leopold premier roi des

BELGES.” Reverse: Crowned shield, a lion rampant upon the

same; to the left of it “2,” and to the right “F,” surrounded

by two branches of oak leaves, cros.sed at the ends and tied with

a ribbon in a bow\ Legend : “l’uniox fait la force.” Ex-

ergue : “1849.” Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.38.6.

10. Two Francs Piece of Leopold II., of 1869. Obverse:

Head of Leopold II. Legend: “Leopold ii. roi des bel-

GES.” Reverse: Crowne<l shield with lion rampant; rest same

as No. 9, with the exception of the Exergue changed to “1869,”

and ever since with the date of the year of issue. Weight

:

154.323 grains. Fineness: 835. Value: $0.36.

11. Franc of Leopold I., of 1835. Obverse: Laureated

head of Leopold I. Legend :
“ leopoi.d premier roi des

BELGES.” Reverse: “1” “franc” “ 1835,” inscribed upon

the field in three lines, and surrounded by a heavy wreath of

oak leaves. Weight : 77.161 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.19.3.

12. Franc of Leopold I., of 1849. Obverse: Head of Leo-

pold I. Legend :
“ i.eopold premier roi des belges.”

Reverse: Crowned shield, a lion rampant upon the same; to

the left of it “ 1 ” and to the right “ F.” Legend :
“ l’union
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FAIT LA FORCE.” Exergue : “1849.” Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value : §0.19.3.

13. Franc of Leopold II. Obverse: Head of Leopold II.

Legend :
“ i.eopold ii., roi des belges.” Reverse : Crownod

shield, a lion rampant upon the sanicj left of it “1,” and to

the right “ F,” surrounded by branches of laurel leaves,

crossed at the end and tied with a ribbon in a l)o\v. I^jgend:

“l’umon fait la force.” Exergue: “ 1869,” and ever

since changed to the date of the year of issue. Weight: 77.161

grains. Fineness: 835. Value: 18 cents.

14. Half Franc of Leopold I., of 1835. Obverse : Laurcated

head of Leopold I. Legeud :
“ LEOPOLD premier roi des

BELGES.”

HALF FRANC OF I.EOPOLD I.

Reverse: “J” “franc” “1835.” Wreath of oak leaves

surrounding the same. Weight: 38.580 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: §0.09.65.

15. Half Fratic of Leopold I. of 1849. Obverse: Head

of Leopold I. Legeud :
“ Leopold pre.mier roi des

BELGES.” Revei'se : Crowned shield, a lion rampant upon the

same
;
to the left of it “ 4,” to the right “ F,” surrounded by

two branches of laurel leaves, crossed and tied at the ends with

a ribbon in a lx)w. Logejid :
“ l’union fait la force.”

Exergue: “ 1849.” Weight: 38.580 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §0.09.65.

16. Half Franc of Leopold IT. of 1869. Same as the above

with the exception of Ijcopold II. substituted for “Ijcopold

Premier.” Weight: 38.580 grains. Fineness: 835. Value:

$0.09.

17. (Quarter Franc of Leopold I. of 1835. Same as the

Half Franc piece No. 14, with the excej)tion of “4” is sub-



BELGIUM. 523

stituted for the “J” on the Reverse. Weight: 19.29 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.04.825.

18. Quarter Franc of Leopold I. of 1849. Same as the

Half Franc piece No. 15, with the exception of is substi-

tuted for the “ J
” on the Reverse. Weight: 19.29 grain.s.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.04.825. The above two Quarter

Franc pieces, by act of Legislature in 1853, were withdrawn

from circulation, and have become very scarce, and in demand

with collectors of coin, commanding a high premium.

19. Twenty Centimes of Leopold I. of 1853. Obverse:

Head of Leopold I. Legend :
“ Leopold pke.\iier roi de.s

BELGES.” Reverse: Crowned shield, a lion rampant upon the

same
;

left of it “ 20,” and to the right “ C,” surrounded by

branches of laurel leaves, crossed and tied at the ends.

Exergue: “ 1853.” Weight: 15.432 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.03.86.

This Twenty Centimes Piece is no longer coined in silver,

and is melted as fast as it returns into the Treasury; in a few

years it will be out of circulation entirely.

COPPER COINS OF BELGIUM.

The Copper Coins of Belgium are no longer coined, and

those still remaining in circulation are of the reign of Leo-

pold I., the father of the present reigning King of the Bel-

gians.

1. The Ten Centimes Piece. Obverse: A large ornamental

“L,” surmounted by a Crown. Legend: “10 centimes.”

Reverse: a Lion seated, holding a tablet, with the inscription,

“constitution belge, 1831.” Legend: “l’union fait la
FORCE.” Weight: 154.320 grains. Value: $0.01.93.

2. The Five Centimes Piece. Same as No. 1, with the ex-

ception of the Legend: “5 CENTIMES.” Weight: 77.160

grains. Value: $0.00.965.

3. The Two Centimes Piece. Same as No. 1, with the ex-

ception of the Legend: “2 centimes.” Weight: 30.864.

Value: $0.00.386.
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4. The One Centime Piece. Same as No. 1, with the excep-

tion of the Legend: “1 centime.” Weight: 15.432. Value:

$0.00.193.

NICKEL COINS OF BELGIUM.

1.

Twenty Centimes Piece of Leopold I. Obverse: Head

of Leopold I., facing to the right
;
a raised circle around it.

liCgend: “LEOPOLD i., uoi DES belges.” Exergue: “1861”

between two stars.

TM KT7TY CENTIMES OP LEOPOI.D T.

Reverse: A Lion, rampant, surrounded by a raised circle.

Legend: “l’umon fait l.\ force.” Exergue: “20 C.” be-

tween two stars. Weight: 108.026 grains. Value: $0.03.86.

Composition, 25 parts Nickel and 75 parts Copper.

2. Twenty Centimes of I^eopold II. Same as No.* 1, with

the exception of the head of Ijcopold II. and the Ix'gend:

“LEOPOLD II. ROI DES BELGES.” Weight and value the same

as No. 1.

3. Ten Centimes of Leopold I. Obverse: A large “10”

inscribed upon the field, which has sunken figures; under-

neath “CENTIME.S ” also in sunken letters
;
beneath is a star sunk

in the field, which has a grained surface. lA'gend : “LEOPOLD
PREMIER ROI DES BELGES.” Exergue : A Rosette.

TEN CENTIMES OF LEOPOLD I.

Reverse: Same as No. 1 and No. 2, only the field is grained
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and the Exergue is changed to the date of issue. Weight:

69.445. Value: $0.01.93.

4. The Ten Ceutiiues of Leopold II., issued now, have the

same devices as No. 3. Weight: 69.445. Value: $0.01.93.

5. The Five Centimes of Leopold I. Same devices as No.

3, with the exception of the inscription on the Obverse, a “ 5
"

FIVE CENTIMES OF LEOPOLD I.

takes the place of the figure “10.” Weight: 46.297 grains.

Value: $0.00.965.

6.

The Five Centimes of Leopold II. Same devices as No.

5. Weight: 46.297 grains. Value $0.00.965.

BOLIVIA
Belonged formerly to Spain and afterwards to Pern

;
de-

claral its Independence, August 6th, and took the name of

Republic of Bolivia, in honor of General Simon Bolivar, its

Liberator, August 11th, 1825.

Prior to 1826, Spanish and Peruvian money was in general

circulation
;
although not banished by laws, very little of for-

eign money finds its way into Bolivia now, owing to its sub-

sidiary coins having been debased to the standard of Billon, or

666 fine.

Under the first issue of 1827, the gold coins were 870 fine,

and have continued so; although hut sparingly coined.

The silver coinage was started at 900 fine, and continued so

until 1851
;
when up to 1859, the standard “ Pe.so de Plata”

was 902.778 fine. In 1860 and 1861 some of the “ Pesos de

Plata,” uotwithstanding the mint mark of “ 10 DS., 20 os.,”
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were found upon assay to be only 898 fine, instead of 902.778,

as implied by 10 Denaros, 20 Granos. Besides the variation

in fineness, the Peso de Plata underwent a reduction in weight

from 417 grains Troy down to 306 grains Troy; and have

continued ever since to vary in fineness and weight to such a

marked degree that their true value cannot be given with pre-

cision. The money of account of Bolivia is the “Peso Corri-

ente,” or current Dollar, divided into “ 8 Reales Corrientes,”

or 8 current Reals. The “ Peso de Plata,” or Silver Dollar, is

al.so divided into “8 Reales de Plata,” or silver; but of late

years both Reals have been abandoned, and the “ Peso Corri-

ente,” as well as the “ Peso de Plata,” are divided into 100

Centesimos.

The “ Peso de Plata” is always at a premium; usually “16

Pesos de Plata ” are ecpial to “ 1 7 Pesos Corrientes.” Outside of

Bolivia these coins find but little currency, being issued by the

Bolivian mint below the legal standard; their home circulation

is thus maintained. The Bolivian “ Escudo, or Scudo,” is

equal to two “ Pesos de Plata.”

GOLD COINS OF BOLIVIA.

1. Onza de Oro, or Doblon (Doubloon) of 8 Escudos, of 16

Pesos de Plata, or 17 Pesos Corrientes. Obverse: Bust of Bol-

ivar, in military uniform, with his name inscribed beneath.

ONZA DE ORO, OR DOUBIXX)N OF BOLIVIA.

Legend :
“ librf. por la constitucion.” (Free by or through

the Constitution.)
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Reverse: The mountain of Potosi, above which the sun is

rising; at the left of the mountain, and at the foot of it a Llama,

and to the right a sheaf of wheat, from behind wiiich three leaves

arc protruding
;
beneath the whole, six stars. Legend :

“ re-

PUBMCA boliviana” {Bolivian Republic). Exergue : Monogram

of the Mint-mark of Potosi; an involution of the letters: “ P.

T. s.” “ 8 s” (meaning: 8 Escudos or 16 Dollars), the date of

the year of issue, and the initials of the master of the Mint; as

in the above cut, “ L. M.,” which of course vary fi-equently.

Weight: 416.503 grains. Fineness: 870. Value: $16.33.5722.

2. Half Doubloon of Four Escudos. Devices on the Obverse

and Reverse, similar to No. 1, only in proportion to size. On
the Exergue of Reverse, instead of 8 Escudos is “ 4 s.” Weight

:

208.2515. Fineness: 870. Value: $8.16.7861.

3. One-fourth of a Doubloon of Two Escudos. Devices

similar to No. 1, only E.xergue on Reverse: “ 2 s.,” instead of

“8 s.” Weight: 104.1257. Fineness: 870. Value: $4.08-

.3930.

4. One-eighth of a Doubloon of One Escudo. Devices sim-

ilar to No. 1.

ONE-EIGnTII OF A DOUBLOON OF BOLIVIA.

Exergue on Reverse: “ 1 s.,” instead of “8 s.,” as in No. 1.

Weight: 52.0628. Fineness: 870. Value: $2.04.1965.

SILVER COINS OF BOLIVIA.

1. Peso or Piaster of 1838. Obverse: Laureated bust of

General Bolivar, facing to the right, in military uniform, with

his name inscribed beneath. Legend :
“ libre por la con-

8TITUCION.”

Reverse: A tree, beneath which are reposing two Llamas:

above are six stars in an arch. Legend :
“ republica boli-
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VIANA.” Exergue : Monogram of Mint-mark of Potosi. “ 8

PESO OR PIASTER OF BOLIVIA.

R,” “1838.” “l. m.,” the Mint-master’s initials. Weight:

417 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.00.21.

2. Peso or Piaster of 1851, called also the Peso of 8 Reales

de Plata. Obverse: Head of Bolivar facing to the left, with

his name inscribed beneath. Legend :
“ LIBRE POR LA CON-

STITUCION.” Reverse: A tree, beneatli which are reposing two

LIama.s, left of tree, “10;” meaning: “10” Denaros, and to

the right “20;” meaning: “20” Granos in finene.ss. Alwve

the tree nine stars in an arch. Legend :
“ republica bolivi-

AN'A.” Exergue: The monogram of Mint-mark of Potosi,

“ 1851,” and the initials of the Mint-master, “ F. M.” Weight:

416.503 grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value: §1.06.4634.

3. Peso or Piaster of 1859. 01)versc: Laureated head of

Bolivar, facing to the left, with his name inscribed beneath.

Legend: “ LIBRE POR la c'ON.stitucio.n.” E.xergue: “PESO

400 GS.” {Piasler of 400 (jranm or (/rains.) Tlie grains men-

tioned on this piaster arc understood to be Spanish grains, not

grains Troy. Their c(piivalent in Troy weight is 308 grains;

but upon carefully submitting this Peso to test, it is found to be

only of 306 grains. Reverse: A tree, beneath which are two

Llamas; nine stars in an arch above the tree. Ix-gend :
“ KE-

PUBLtc.v BOLIVIAXA.” Excrgue: Mint-mark of Potasi. “10

D. 20 G.S.,” and the «late of Lssue. Here again the fineness is

expressed by 10 Denaros and 20 Granos, equal to 902.778 Hue,
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while in reality the coin is only of 10 Denaros, 18| Granos,

equal to 898 fine. Considering the above, we must give the

true weight of 306 grains, and the fineness: 898. Value:

§0.78.0529.

4. In 1861, a new Peso was struck
;

it varies only in the de-

vice on tlie Reverse, where the “ 10 DS. 20 GS.” are removed

from the E.xorgue, and placed to the left and right of the re-

posing Llamas. Weight : 306 grains. Fineness : 898. Value:

§0.78.0529.

5. In 1872, a new Peso made its appearance, the device sam<

as No. 2, only “10 D 20 GS,” is omitted from the Reverse, ami

the date ehanged to the year of issue. This new Peso, or Dollar

is claimed to be of the same weight and fineness as the Fiv<<

Francs Piece of France, and the coin tested was found to be of

385.750 grains and 900 fine, and its value: §0.96.5. But even

this is no guarantee, for the Mint of Potosi is only too famous

for variations.

BILLON xMONEY OF BOLIVIA.

1. The Half Peso, or Piaster of Four Reales Plata, at first

coined of full weight and fineness, but of this coin no traces are

left. The pre.sent Half Peso de Plata (meaning: true silver) is

nothing more than Billon of 666 silver and 334 parts of alloy;

mostly copper. Obverse: Bust of General Bolivar in military

uniform, facing to the right. Legend : “a su libeutador

SIMON BOLIVAR.’'

HALF PESO OF FOUR REALS.

Reverse: Same as the Peso No. 1. Exergue: “1827.”

2G
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Weight: 208.012 grains. Fineness: 666. Value nominal,

four Reals or fifty Centesimos; actual intrinsic value: $0.39-

.0382.

2.

Il.alf Peso of 18.30, as called, of Four Reals de Plata; but

with no more right than the afore-mentioned. Obverse : Lau-

reated bust of Bolivar. Legend: “libre for la constitu-

CION.”

HALF PESO OF 1830.

Reverse: Same as the Peso No. 1, only in proportion to size.

Weight: 208 grains. Fineness: 666. Forced value fifty Cen- *

tesirnos or four Reals; intrinsic value: $0.39.0354.

3. Half Peso of 1846. Obverse: Ijaureated head of Bolivar,

facing to the left. Iv<'gend : “libre for la cxd.nstitucion.”

Reverse: A tree, Llamas beneath
;
nine stars in an arch above.

Ix?gend :
“ republica boliviana.” Exergue: Monogram of

Mint of Potosi, date of issue, and Mint-master’s initials.

Weight: 208.012 grain.s. Fineness: 666. Value: $0.39.0382,

intrinsic
;
forced value, fifty Centesimos.

4. Half Peso of 1850. Obverse: Bust of Belzu. Ivegend :

“M. Y. belzu PRESIDENTE COXSTITUCIO: de BOLIVIA.”
{
M.

Y. Belzu, Coniditutional President Bolicia.) Exergue: “1850.”

Reverse: IIerculc.s, with his club, treading upon a hydra-headed

dragon. I>egend : “la fuerza national triumfo de i.a

anarquia” [The National Force Triumplut over Anarchy).

The weight and fineness of this piece, which was coined for

about .six years, varies so much that we omit the same, and give

only the average value of a.s.saye»l coins at 34 1 cents.

5. In 1856, the coinage of the old Bolivar Half Peso was
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again resumed, and although Lenares, Cordova and De Acha

have struck coins similar to the above described No. 4, we must

omit them, for they were, after all, mere tokens or medals having

a fictitious value and forced circulation. The Plalf Peso of

1856, and after, bear again the well-known head of Bolivar;

and the Reverse, the tree, Llamas and nine stars. Exergue:

changing the date of issue and the • Mint-master’s initials.

Weight: 208.012 grains. Fineness: 666. Value: ^0.39.0382.

6. The Quarter Peso of two Reales de Plata, but in reality.

Billon. Obverse : Laureated bust of Bolivar, facing to the right.

Legend :
“ libre for la constitucion.”

QUARTER PESO OF TWO BEALES,

Reverse: Same as Peso No. 1, only in proj)ortion to size.

Weight: 103.983 grains. Fineness: 666.. Value forced,

two Reals of twenty-five Centesimos. Intrinsic value: $0.19-

.5166.

7. The Eighth of a Peso, or One Real. Obverse: Bust of

Bolivar, in military uniform, facing to the right. Legend

:

“ LIBRE FOR LA OONSTITUCION.”

Reverse: Same as Peso No. 1, only in proportion to size.

Weight: 51.991 grains. Fineness: 666. "Value forced, one

Real or 12^ Centesimos. Intrinsic value: $0.09.7583.
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8. Onc-sixtcentli of a Peso. Obverse and Reverse: Same as

the Peso No. l,only in proportion to size. Weight: 25.463

grains. Fineness: 666. Forced value, 6^ C-eutesiinos. In-

trinsic value :
§0.04.8156.

IMPERIAL MINT AT RIO JANEIRO.

Ilrazil was discovered by Alvarez do Cabi*al, a Portuguese,

M'ho was driven upon its coast by a tempt'st in 1500. lie called

it the Land ot the Holy Cross; but it was subsefjucntly named

Lrazil on account of its red w(K)d. I' roiii 1500 to 1821 it was

a province of Portugal, and its coins those of Portucral. In

1807 the French, under Napoleon I., having seized Portugal,

the royal family aral most of the nobles fled to llrazil. All the

Portui'uese coins from 1807 to 1821 were coined in lhazil.
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In 1821 King Joannes YI., of Portugal, returned to Lisbon,

leaving his son Dom Pedro as regent. At the breaking out of

the revolution in 1822 Dom Pedro threw himself into tlie ranks

of the “ Independent Party,” and was soon proclaimed Emperor

of Brazil, taking the title of Petrus I., by the Grace of God Con-

stitutional Emperor and perpetual Defender of Brazil.

In 1831 Dom Pedro abdicated in favor of his son Dom
Pedro, then in his sixth year, who ascended the tlirone as Dom
Pedro II., but was not crowned till 1841, when he became of

The Rei is an imaginary unit, simply money of account; no

coin of so small a denomination is coined. 20 Reis make 1

Yin tern; 80 Reis = 1 Tostao or Testoon
;
320 Reis — 1 Pa-

taca; 400 Reis = 1 Crusado
;
480 Reis = 1 Scllo or Nouo

Crusado; 1000 Reis = 1 Milrcis, and written 1 || 000; these

parallel lines are one of several different symbols to indicate (he

j)lace of thou.sands; 1000 Milrcis= 1 Coutode Reis, ami written

1 : 000 II 000, the colon indicating the place of millions; 1000

Contos = 1 Conto de Conto, and written 1.000 : 000
[|
000, the

full point taking the place of thousands of millions. For ex-

ample: 75,562,374,982 Reis are written in accounts in the fol-

lowing manner : 75.562 : 374
||
982 Reis. Gold is now the legal

tender as payment in all amounts. Silver is subsidiary, ami is

not require<l to be received in payment for any greater amount

than 10 II
000 Reis, equal to $5.45.

Besides the usual gold coins of the Empire, gold bars of

fine, .stamped with the imperial arms, are taken in payment on

home accounts. They are the product of the gold dust found

in the l)eds of various streams. This gold dust, when found, is

a common right, but when taken out, is by law bound to be

carried to the imperial smelting hou.ses (Chsas de Fundicas^ es-

tablished in various districts, where, one-fifth of it being retained,

in natura, for the Imperial Quinfo, a bar is made of the re-

mainder, which is weighed, assayed, numbered, skimped and re-

turned to the owner, accompanied by a certificate, signed by the

proper officers, showing the value at fine. These bars serve
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a-i a circulating medium, but it is prohibited to export them.

They are ultimately carried to the Imperial Mint at Rio Janeiro,

where they are received at their nominal value, and paid for in

gold coin valued 6§ i^rc-ent. above their nominal value of pure

gold, the Emperor thus retaining the difference as Seignorage.

The Miut at Rio Janeiro was erected by the present Emperor,

Dom Pedro II., aud is a most substantial as well as ornamental

building.

Prior to the reign of Dom Pcnlro II. the exjmrt of gold was

prohibited; at the present time it has been so modified that gold

belonging to the English mines can be exported by paying an

export duty, which varies frequently.

PORTUGUESE-BRAZILIAN GOLD COIN.

1. Moeda D’Ouro of 4 ||
000 Reis, coined by Joannes VI.

during his temporary sojourn in Brazil. Obverse: A crowned

shield with the arms of Portugal. Legend: “joanmcs d. o.

PORT. ET AI.G. P. REGENS.” {Joannes Dei Gratiae PoHugal Et

Algai'viarum Pro Regens; meaning: Joannes by the grace of God
as Regent of Portugal and Algarvae.) In 1797, the Queen,

Maria I., became mentally deranged; her son, Joannes Maria,

began to administer the government as regent of Portugal, Al-

garvae aud Brazil. In 1804, the name of the Queen, Maria,

j

MOEDA d’oURO OF 4 ||
000 REIS, 1816.

was removed from the coins, and that of the Regent substituted.

In 1816, when in Brazil, he betaine King Joannes VI. The
above coin was struck in 1816, prior to his majority, and within

a few months of his Iwing declarcnl King. IajR of the shield,

lengthwise, “ 4000,” to the right, three rosettes.
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Reverse: A cross potent, surrounded by four connected semi-

circles, between each semi-circle a rosette, and a complete circle

around the whole. Legend :
“ et braziliae dominus anno,

1816,” between two rosettes. [And Lord of Brazil, year 1816.)

This coin, notwithstanding being marked 4 ||
000 Reis, was, by

order of a decree issued in 1747, current in Brazil at 4 ||
400

Reis, or one-tenth more than current in Portugal
;
by the same

arbitrary measure it was afterwards increased to 9 ||
000 Reis,

retaining the nominal 4 |1
000 Reis upon its Obverse; and al-

though afterwards current for 9 ||000 Reis, the weight and fine-

ness of the coin remained unchanged, retaining the old standard

in intrinsic value of the ancient 4 ||
000 Portuguese Reis. The

Milreis of Portugal has varied from $1.04.50 to $1.08.72, while

the Milreis of Brazil in 1816 was only worth $0.97.848. I t has

since been reduced in value to $0.54.5. The weight of the

Moeda D’Ouro is 124.400 grains. Fineness; 916.667. Value:

$4.90.9588.

2. Moeda D’Ouro of 4 ||
000 Reis, with a forced circulation

at 4 y 400 Reis at first; but soon afterward increased to 9 (|
000

Reis. Obverse : A belted globe, with arms of Portugal upon

it, surrounded by a crown, around it laurel branches. E.xerguc:

“4000.”

MOEDA d’oURO OF 4 jj
000 REIS OF 1821.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 124.400 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: $4.90.9588.

Prior to the reign of Dom Pedro I., 1822, there circulated

in Brazil : The Dobra, a gold coin of 12
||
800 Reis of Portugal.

Value: $17.47. The Meia Dobra, or Joannes, the famous

Half Joe of 6 II
400 Reis of Portugal. Value: $8.73. It Ls
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this gold coin which had an extensive circulation in the Amer^

lean Colonies, now the Unite<l States, and when our frugal an-

cestors wished to criticise the high price of an article of food,

they said that to eat it was-“ like swallowing half-joes.’’

POKTUGUESE-BRAZILIAN SILVER COINS.

1. The Three Patacas, or Double Sello, or Nouo Crusado

Piece of 1816, of Joannes as Il«‘gent. Obverse: Crowned

shield, w’ith the arms of Portugal
;
above the shield and left

of the surmounting crown “ 18,” and to the right “ 16.” To
the left of the shield, lengthwise, “960;” to the right three

rosettes, one above the other. Legend :
“ joaxxes d. g. port.

P. IlEGENS. ET. BRAS. D.”

THREE PATACAS, OR DOUBLE SELIX>, OR NOUO CRUSADO, OF
1816.

Reverse: A cross potent, upon which is a glol>e encircled by

a belt, and upon the globe the coat of arms of Portugtil. Ix>-

gend: “SUBQ. SION. NATA. STAB.” (Subquo SiffTio Nata
Slabili ; meaiung : Born under a steady sign.) Although of

960 Reis, Portuguese value, it passed current in Brazil at

1 II
056 Reis. Weight: 413 gnu ns. Fineness: 900. Value:

81.01.3300.

2. The Three Patacas, or Double Sello, or Nouo Crusado of

King Joannes VI. Obverse: A crown, beneath which is in-

scribed “960,” “1821,” and “r.” (the Mint-mark of Rio do

Janeiro) in three lines, between branches of olives crossed at



BRAZIL. 537

the end and tied. Legend: “ Joannes vi. I). g. port. bras.
ET. AI.G. REX.” {Joannes VL, by the Grace of God, King of
Portugal, Brazil, and the Algarves.)

THREE PATACAS, OR DOUBLE SELLO, OR NOUO CRUSADO, OP
1821.

Reverse: A cross potent upon which a globe encircled by a
belt. Legend: “nata. stab. subq. sign.” Weight: 413
grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.01.3300.

TWO PATACAS OP 1808.

The Two Patacas Piece of 1808. Obverse: Same as the
Three Patacas No. 1, with exception of the date above the

shield, and “640” instead of “960 ” lengthwise.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 275 grains. Fineness:
900. Value: $0.67.6868.

4. 1 he Four Vintems Piece of 1808. Obverse and Reverse
same as No. 3, with the e-xcqRion of the figures “ 80,” which
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are substituted for “640,” Weight: 46 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.11.2811.

POUTUGUESE-BR.VZILIAN COPPER COINS.

1. The Testoon or Piece of 80 Reis. Obverse: “lxxx,”
between each letter a rosette, surmounted by a large crown,

beneath “ 1820,” and still lower “ II.” (meaning: having been

coined in Brazil
;)

the whole is surrounded by a circle of dots.

Legend :
“ JOANNES vi., D. G. port. et. bras. et. alg. rex.”

{Joannes VI., hij the Grace of God, King of Portugal, and

Brazil, and Algarvac.) Reverse : The arms of Portugal upon

a globe, enclosed in a tressure of arches. Legend :
“ PECUNIA

TOTU.M CIRCUMIT. ORBE.M.” Nominal value: $0.08.640.

2. The Half Te.stoon of 40 Reis. Obverse :
“ XL.,” ro-

settes between eaeh letter; the rest same as Testoon No. l,only

in proportion to size. Nominal value : $0.04.320.

3. The Vintein of 20 Reis. Obverse :
“ xx,” rosettes be-

tween each letter; the rest same as Testoon No. 1, only in pro-

portion to size. Nominal value : $0.02.160.

4. The Half Vintem of 10 Reis, Obverse: “ x,” between

two ro.settes; the rest same as Testoon No. 1, only in propor-

tion to size. Nominal value: $0.01.080.

GOLD COINS OF BRAZIL.

The two following gold coins of Brazil were issued prior to

the decree of October, 183.3. They bear upon the Reverse, on

the Exergue: “ 6400 ” and “4000” respcvlively. By decree,

October, 1833, the government of Brazil raised the first coin

from “ 6400” to 16 (I
000 Reis, without increase in the precious

metal, and the second from “4000” to lOyOOO Reis of the

new Brazilian currency.

1. Moeda D’Ouroof 4 ||
000 Reis of Dom Pedro I., of 1824,

afterwards increas(.*d nominally to 9||000 Reis. Obverse:

Head of Dom Petlro I., in military uniform, facing to the left.

lA-gend :
“ petrus i., i). G. cx>NST. iNfp. et. perp, bras, def.”

{Petrus L, Dei Gratiae, Constitutional Imperulor Et Perpetual



BRAZIL. 539

Brazilial Defensor; meaning: Petrus by the Grace of God,

Constitutional Emperor and Perpetual Defaider of Brazil). Ex-

ergue :
“ 1824/' “ R.” (Mint-mark of Kio Janeiro). Reverse :

A crowned shield bearing the arms of Brazil
;
surrounded by

branches of tobacco leaves, coffee leaves and berries. Legend :

“in hoc signo vinces.” Exergue: “4000.” Weight:

123.905 grains. Fineness: 91G.G67. Value: $4.88.6777.

2. Half Dobra of 6 ||
400 Reis of Dom Pedro II., afterward

nominally increa.sed to 16
1|
000 Reis. Obverse : Head of Dom

Pedro, when seven years old, facing to the right. Legend :

“ PETRUS II., D. G., CONST. IMP. ET. PERP. BRAS. DEF.” ExergUe :

“ 1822.” Reverse: A crowned shield, with the arms of

Brazil upon it, surrounded by branches of tobacco aud laurel

leaves. Legend :
“ IN iioc signo vinces.” Exergue

:

“6400.” 'Weight: 221.346 grains. Fineness: 916.667.

Value: $8.73.4349.

3. The Twenty Milreis of Dom Pedro II. Obverse : Head

of Dom Pedro II., full beard, facing to the left. Legend :

“PETRUS II., D. G., C. I.MP. ET. PERP. BRAS. DEF.” ExergUe :

The date of the year of issue. Reverse : A crowned shield,

with the coat of arms of Brazil upon it, surrounded by branches

of tobacco leaves, coffee leaves and berries, crossed at the ends

and tied in a bo'w with a ribbon. Weight: 276.701 grains.

Fineness: 916.667. Value: $10.92.4274.

4. The 10 Milreis of Dom Pedro II. Obverse and Reverse

same as the 20 Milreis, No. 3, only smaller in proportion to

size. Weight: 138.350 grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value:

$5.46.2137.

SILVER COINS OF BRAZIL.

The first two coins, the Three Patacas and the Two Patacas

Pieces, bear upon the Reverse the denominations of 960 and

640 Reis respectively, and passed current for that amount up

to October, 1833, when, by an imperial decree of Dom Pedro

1 1., they were raised from 960 to 1 ||
920 Reis and the 640 Reis

to 1 II
280 Reis, and have passed current ever since at the in-

creased rate.
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1 . The Three Patacas of 9G0 Peis of Dom Pedro I.
;
increased

afterward hy Dom Pedro II., to 1 ||
920 Reis. Obverse:

Crowned shield with coat of arms of Brazil upon it, surrounded

by branches of tol)acco leaves, cofTce leave's and berries, crossed

at the ends and tied with a ribbon in a bow. Legend

;

“ IN HOC SIONO VINCES.’’

THE THHEE PATACAS OF DOM PEDRO I.

Reverse: “960” in the middle of the field encircled by a

wreath. Legend: “petrus i., d. g. a>NST. imp. et. perp.

BRAS. DEF.” Exergue: “1826,” “r” (Mint-mark of Rio

Janeiro.) Weight: 413.9865 grains. Fineness: 905. Value:

$1 .05.9476.

2. The two Patacas of 640 Reis of Dom Pedro I.; increa.se<l

afterwards by Dom Pedro II., to 1 ||
280 Reis. Obverse: Same

as uj)on the coin No. 1. Reverse: “640” in the middle of

the field, the rest same as upon No. 1. Weight: 275.991

grains. Fineness: 905. Value: §0.70.7064.

In 1833, by decree of the Emperor, Dom Pedro II., a new

coinage was ordcre<l. The legal fineness of 916.667, claimed

for the coins previous to 183.3, was reduced to 891 fine.

.3. The 1 II
200 Reis of Dom Pedro II.

;
coined from 18.34 to

1850. Obverse: Crowned shield with the coat of arms of

Brazil. Legend :
“ IN HOC S. VINCE.S.”

Reverse: “1200” in the middle of the field surrounde<1 by

a heavy wreath. L(‘gcnd :
“ petru.s II. D. o. const, imp.

ET. PERP. BRAS. DEF.” Excrguc : Date of the year



BRAZIL 541

of issue. Weight: 414 grains. Fineness: 891. Value;

81.00.4267.

1 II
200 REIS OF DOM PEDRO, 1834-1850.

4. The 800 Reis of Dom Pedro II.; coinage of 1834-1850.

Obverse : Same as No. 3. Rever.se :
“ 800 ” in the middle of

the field, surrounded by a heavy wreath. Legend and E.x-

ergue : Same as No. 3. Weight: 276 grain.s. Fineness: 891.

Value: §0.66.9847.

5. The 400 Reis of 1834-1850. Obverse: Same as No. 3.

Reverse: “400,” rest .same as No. 2. Weight: 138 grains.

Fineness: 891. Value: §0.33.4923.

6. The 200 Reis of 1834-1850. Obvense : Same as No. 3.

Rever.se: “200,” rest same as No. 3. Weight: 69 grains.

Finene.ss : 891. Value: .§0.16.4044.

7. The 100 Reis of 1834-1850. ()!)verse : Same as No. 3.

Reverse: “100,” rest .same as No. 3. Weight: 39.500 grains.

Finene.«s: 891. A’'alue: §0.08.2022.

In 1850, by decree of the Emperor Dom Pedro, the coinage

was changed again, the intrinsic value of the Milreis was i cdueed

to the present standard, §0.54.5, and a new coinage ordued, to

correspond. The fineness of 891 was restored to 916.667, and

coins were made of 2000, 1000 and 500 Reis. The device was

only change<l on the Obver.«e, by irttroducing a fancy dash above

and below the figures in the middle of the field.

8. The 2000 Reis since 1850. Obverse: Crowned shield



542 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

with the coat of arms of Brazil upon it. Legend :
“ IN HOC

8IGNO VINCES.”

2000 REIS OF DOM PEDRO II., SINCE 1850.

Reverse: “2000” in the middle of the field; above and be-

low, a fancy —o— dash. Ivcgcnd: “ PETRUS ll. D. G. IMP. ET.

PERP. BRAS. DEF.” Exergiie: Date of year of issue. Weight:

393.524 grains. Fineness: 910.667. Value, nominal, in

Brazil, $1.09. Intrinsic value : $1.02.9058.

1000 RETS OF DOM PEDRO, SINCE 1860.

9. The 1000 Reis, since 1850. Obverse: Same as No. 8.

Reverse: “1000” in the middle of the field, the rest same as

No. 8. Weight: 196.762 grains. P'inoness: 916.667. Value

nominal, in Brazil : $0.54.500. Intrinsic value: $0.51.4529.

10. The 500 Reis, sitice 1850. Obverse: Same as No. 8.

Reverse :
“ 500 ” in the middle of the field, rest same as No. 8.

Weight: 98..381. Fineness: 916.667. Value nominal, in

Brazil: $0.27.250. Tntrin.sic value : $0.25.7264.

1 1 . The 200 Reis since 1 850. Obverse: Head of Dora Pedro
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II. Legend: “petrus ir. r>. o. c. imp. f.t. perp. rras. def.”

Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse : Crowned shield

bearing arras of Brazil, surrounded by branches of the coffee

and tobacco plant. No Legend. Exergue :
“ 200 reis.”

Weight: 39.352 grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value: $0.10-

.900.

COPPER COINAGE OF DOM PEDRO I, OF
BRAZIL.

1. The 80 Reis of Dora Pedro I. Obverse: Crowned shield,

with the coat of arras of Brazil upon it, surrounded hy a branch

of the tobacco and coffee plant. Legend :
“ in hoc signo

ViNCFi?.” Reverse :
“ 80 ” in the middle of the field, surrounded

by eight rosettes, the whole encircled by a laurel wreath. Le-

gend :
“ PETRUS I. I). G. CONST. IMP. ET. PERP. BRAS. DEF.”

Exergue: The date of the year of issue, from 1822 to 1831.

Value, about 9J cents, nominally.

2. The 40 Reis of Doin Pedro I. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: “40” in the middle of the field. Value, about 4|

cents, nominally.

3. The 20 Reis of Dom Pe<lro I. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: “ 20” in the middle of the field, rest same as No. 1.

Value, about 2 cents, nominally.

COPPER COINAGE OF DOM PEDRO II., OF
BRAZIL.

1. The 40 Reis of Dom Pedro of 1865-1869. Obverse:

Head of Dom Pedro II., facing to the right. I^egend :
“ PE-

TRUS II. i>. G. c. I.MP. ET. PERP. BRAS. DEF.” Exergue : Date

of the year of issue. Reverse: Crowned shield with the coat of

arms of Brazil upon it, surrounded by branches of the tobacco

and coffee plant; at the left of the shield, “40,” and to the right,

“rs.” Value, entirely nominal, at 2| cents.

2. The 20 Reis of Dora Pedro of 1865-1869. Obverse:

Same as No. 1. Reverse :
“20” at the left of shield, rest same

as No. 1. Value, entirely nominal, at Ij’j cents.
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NICKEI. COINAGE OF BRAZIL.

By an imperial decree of September 30th, 1870, the nickel

coinage was adopted.

1.

The 200 Reis. Obverse; Crowned shield with the coat

of arms of Brazil. Legend: ‘‘iMPERlo DO BRAZIL.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue.

Rev’erso: “200 rei.s,” in two lines, .surrounded bv a double

circle. Legend: “decreto no. 1817. de 3 de .setembro de
1870” {Decree, ho. 1817, of the third of Sepfemha', 1870).

Weight: 150 grains. Com|)osition ; 75 parts co{)per and 25

parts nickel. Value, nominally, §0.10.900.

2.

The 100 Reis. Obverse; Same as No. 1.

Reverse; “100,” rc.st same as No. 1. Weight: 75 grains.

Composition, same as No. 1. Value entirely nominal, at

§0.05.450.

3.

The 50 Reis. Obverse: Same as No. 1. Reverse:

“ 50,” rest same as No. 1. Weight: 37.50 grains. Composi-

tion, same as No. 1. Value entirely nominal, at §0.02.775.

200 REIS IN NICKEL, OF DOM PEDRO H.

100 REIS IN NICKEL, OF DOM PEDRO II.
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CENTRAL AMERICA.
Central America at the j)reseut clay consists of Costa Rica,

Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and San Salvador. Prior

to 1821, these republics were dependencies of Spain. During

1822 and part of 1823 they were annexed to Mexico; but

since 1824 have been independent, having a government of

their own, and are known as the Republics of Central

America.

Their coinage is faulty and very irregular, their silver coins

especially very crude, almost as rough as the “Cob Money” of

Mexico.

The mints of Central America are located in Casta Rica,

Mint-mark “c. R.,” and in New Guatemala, Mint-mark

“N. G.”

GOLD COINS OF CENTRAL AMERICA.

Coinage from 1824 to 1850.

1. Doblon, or Onza (Doubloon), of “8 Escudos.” Obverse:

A tree; and the denomination “8” at the left of the trunk.

doblon or onza (doubloon) of 1824-1850.

and “ E.” at the right (meaning: 8 Escudos or 16 Dollars;)

enclosed by a circular, raised line. Legend: “libre cresca

FECUNDO,” (In freedom may it be fruitful.) Exergue :
“ c. r.”

(Mint-mark of Costa Rica;) “ F.,” the Mint-master’s initial,

and “21 Q®,’’ (21 Quilates

;

meaning: Equal to 21 Carats;
2H
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when in reality, uj)on assays at different mints in the United

States and Europe, these coins have been found only 833 fine,

e(jual to 20 Carats.

Reverse : Five mountains, sun fully risen above. (The de-

vice of the reverse of the gold coins differs from that of the

silver pieces. On the gold coins the sun has fully risen above

the mountains; on the silver pieces it is just rising, at the left

hand of the first mountain, as w’ill be seen illustrated among

the silver coinage of Central America on page 551.) Legend :

“ REPUBLICA DEL CENTRO DE AMERICA.” Exergue I Date of

the year of issue. Weight: 416.673 grtiins. Fineness (as in-

dioate<l by “21 q"” 21 Quilates, or Carats, u{X)n the coin:)

875, while in reality it is only 833. Value: $14.90.3656, in-

stead of 16 Dollars, as indicated by “8 e” (8 Escudos; mean-

ing: 16 Dollars), upon the Obverse of the coin. (See cut, Re-

verse Quarter Doblon, No. 3.)

2. Half D)blon, or Half Onza, of “4 Escudas.” Obverse:

A tree; at the left “ 4,” at the right “ E.” Ijegend :
“ LIBRE

CRESCA FECUNDO.” Exergue : “c. R.” (Costa Rica Mint-

mark ;)
“ E.,” or some other Mint-master’s initial, “ 21 Q* ”

(21 Quilales, or Carats), which, upon assay, has been found to

be correct.

HALF DOBLON OR HALF ONZA OF 1824-1850.

Reverse: Five mountiin.s, sun fully risen above them, enclosed

in a circular, raise*! line. Ix^end :
“ republica del centro

AMERICA,” E.xergue : Date of year of issue. Weight : 206.021

grains, instead of 208.3366 grain.s, as might be inferred, or

that of the full half ounce (“//o//" Onza,”) implied by the

name of this coin. P’ineness : 875. Value
: $7.76.6022.
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The deficiency in weigiit re<hices this Half Doubloon to the

al)ove value, instead of 8 Dollars, as indicated by “4 e” (4

Escudos; meaning: 8 Dollars), upon the Obverse. (See cut,

Reverse of Quarter Doblon, No. 3.)

3.

Quarter Doblon, or Quarter Onza, of “ 2 Escudos.” Ob-
verse : A tree : at the left “ 2,” at the right “ E.” Rest same

as No. 2.

QUARTElt DOBLON, OR QUARTER ONZA, 1824-1850.

Reverse : Five mountains, sun fully risen above them, en-

closed in a circular, raised line. Ijcgend :
“ REPUBI.ICA DEL

CENTRO DE AMERICA.” Exorguc .* Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 97 grains, instead of 104.125 grains, or that of the

quarter ounce {‘^Quarter Onza,*’) implied by the name of the

coin. Fineness: 865 instead of 875, as indicate<l by “21 Q*”

(21 Qnilafes or Carats), upon the Obverse. Value
: $3.61 .4388,

instead of 4 Dollars, as indicated by “2 e ” (2 Escudos), upon

the Obverse.

4. Eighth Doblon, or Eighth Onza, of “ 1 Escudo.” Ob-

verse : A tree; at the left “1,” at the right “ E.” Rast .same

as No. 2.

Reverse: Same as No. 3. Weight: 48 grains, instead of

52.625 grains, or that of the eighth of an ounce (“ Eighth

Onza,”) ijuplied by the name of the coin. Fineness: 809, in-

stead of 875, as indicated by “21 q''” (21 Quilaies or Carats),

upon the obverse. Value: $1.67.2856, instead of 2 Dollars as

indicated by “1 e ” (1 Escudo), upon the Obverse.

5. The Sixteenth Doblon or Sixteenth Onza of “ J Escudo.”

Obverse: A tree; at the left “J,” at the right “ E.” Rest

same as No. 2.

Reverse: Same as No. 2. Weight: 24 grains, instead of
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26.3125 grains, or that of the sixteenth of an ounce {‘^Sixteenth

Onza”), implied by the name of the coin. Fineness: 809,

THE SIXTEENTH DOBLON OR SIXTEENTH ONZ.\.

instead of 875, as indicatcrl by “21 Q*” (21 QinVafe.'t, or Ciirats),

upon tlie Obverse. Value: $0.83.6428, instead of 1 DoUar,

as indicated by e” Escudo), u{>on the Obverse.

GOLD COINAGE FROM 1850 TO 1865.

6. Half Doblon, or Half Onza, of Costa Rica, of “4 E.scu-

dos.” Obverse: Indian, full length, leaning upon a pedestal,

HALF ONZA, OK HAI.F DOBLO.V.

upon which is inscribed “is de set. de 1821” (meaning: In
memory of the '2\st day of September, 1821. The day of inde-

pendence from Spanish rule.) Legend :' “ America cen-
tral.” Exergue: “21 q*” (21 Qidlates or Carats), “ J oz.”

{Jlcdf ounce or Half Doubloon), and “ J. B.,” the Miut-master’.s

initials.

Reverse: Coat of arms of Costa Rica, in a shield, represent-

ing three mountains, sun just rising, and five stars above in a

straight line. Legend: “ kepublica i>e costa rica.” Ex-
ergue: Date of the year of i.ssne. Weight: 194 grains,

instead of the pro|H?r 208.250 grains, or that of the full half

ounce (f‘llulf Onza"), implied by the name of this coin. Fine-
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ness: 845, instead of 875, as implied by “21 Q®” (21 Quilates

or Carats), upon the Obverse. Value: §7.05.G425, instead of

8 Dollars, as implied by “ ^ oz.” or (4 Escudos), upon the Ob-

verse. (See cut, Reverse Quarter Doblon, No. 7.)

7.

Quarter Doblon, or Quarter Onza of “ 2 Escudos.”

Obverse: Same as No. 6, except Exergue, “2 e” instead of

h oz.

QUARTER ONZA, OR QUARTER DOBLON.

Reverse: Same as No. 6. Weight: 97 grains, instead of

the proper 104.125 grains, or that of the full quarter of an

ounce {‘^Quarter OnzaT), implied by the name of this coin.

Fineness: 845, instead of 875, as implied by “21 (21

QuUxdcs or Carats), upon the Obverse. Value: $3.52.8712,

instead of 4 Dollars, as implied by “ 2 E.” (2 Escudos), upon

the Obverse.

8. Eighth Doblon or Eighth Onza of “ 1 Escudo ” of the

new coinage. Obverse : Same as No. 6 ;
except Exergue : “

J

E.” instead of ^ oz. Reverse : Same as No. 6. Weiglit

:

48.5 grains, instead of the proper 52.G25 grains, or that of the

full eiglith of an ounce {‘^Eighth Onza"), implied by the name

of this coin. Fineness: 845, instead of 875, as implied l>y

“21 Q*” (21 Quilates or Carats), upon the Obverse. Value:

$1.7G.435G; instead of 2 Dollars, as implied by “1 e” (1

Escudo), upon the Obverse.

9. The Gold Peso since 1860. Obverse: Head of Rafael

Carrera, President, facing to the right. Legend : “pre db la

BE DE GUATEMALA.” Reverse: “1 peso” (1 Dollar), and the

date of the year of issue in three lines; surrounded by

two palm branches. Exergue: “21 q\” Weight: 24

grains. Fineness: 900, instead of 875, as implied by “21
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(j‘” (21 Quilates or Carats), U[)on the Obverse. Value

:

l0.93.2748.

GOLD COINAGE SINCE 1865.

10. Doblon of 1865. Obverse: Head of Rafael Carrera

facing right. Legend: “ rafael carrera pte de ea r de

GUATEMALA." {Rafael Carrera, Presidente de la Repubtica de

Guatemala; meaning: Rafael Carrera, President of the Re-

public of Guatemala.) Reverse: A shield; u|>on it, three

mountains
;
at the left of shield “ 16;” right “ P®,” the whole sur^

rounded by palm branches. Legeml : “guata RA S d

protne” {Guatemala Republica Sub Dominio Protectione

;

meaning: Republic of Guatemala under the Protection of the

Dominion). Exergue: “ 1865” “21 q*” (21 Quilates or

Carats). Weight: 417.707 grains. Fineness; 876. Value;

$15.73.5016,

11. Diez Pesos {Ten Dollars), of 1870. Obverse: A shield;

upon it five mountains, sun rising, laurel branches partly .sur-

rounding the shield. Legend :
“ republica de costa rica.”

Exergue: “1870.” Reverse: “diez pesos” {Ten Dollars),

in two lines, surrounded by laurel branches, cro.ssed and tied

with a ribbon in a bow. Legend: “AMERICA central.”

Exergue: “21 q*” (21 Quilates, or Carats). Weight:

260.186. Fineness: 875. Value: $9.75.3272.

12. Cinco Pesos (Fire Dollars), of Obverse: Same as

No. 11. Reverse: “ Cinco Pesos” {Five Dollars), in two

lines; rest same as No. 11. Weight; 130.093. Fineness:

876. Value : $4.87.6636.

SILVER COINAGE OF CENTRAL AMERICA.

1. The Peso or Dollar of 1829 of 8 Rcales. Obverse: A tree;

at the left of it, “8,” at the right “r” (8 Reales). IvCgend

:

“LIBRE CRESCA FECUNDO.” Exergue: “n. o.” (Mint-mark of

New Guatemala), “10 DS 20 Gs” (10 Denaros 20 Granos or

$02,778 fineness), but found upon a.ssay to be only 896 fine.

• Reverse: Five mountains, sun just rising from left, which
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device is on the reverse of all silver coins from 1824 to 1870.

Legend: “republica del centro de America.” Exergue:

PESO OR DOLLAR OF 8 REALES 1829.

“1829.” Weight: 415 grains. Fineness: 896. Value:

Jl.05.1868.

2 REAL PIECE 1808. 2 REAL PIECE 1812. 2 REAL PIECE 1815.

2. Three 2 Real Pieces of Guatemala, when under Spanish

rule. They are rudely coined, and of irregular weight, fineness

and value.

These pieces pass current in Central America for about

twenty-five cents.

3. The Two Real Piece of 1831. Obverse: A tree; at the

left of it, “2,” at the right, “r” (2 Reals). Rest, except “t.

F.” (Mint-master’s mark), same as No. 1.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 111.112 grains. Fine-

ness: 902. Value: $0.28.3879. The small silver coins of
Central America prior to 1850 have been of a better standard

than the Peso or Dollar. Phis is an exception to the general
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rule that the fractional coins of the Dollar, of various countries,

are of inferior fineness. Four Two Real Pieces are worth

TWO REAL PIECE 1831.

$1.13.5516, while the Peso or Dollar of 8 Reals is worth

$1.05.1868.

4.

The One Real Piece of 1830. Obverse: A tree; at the

left of it, “1,” at the right, “r” (1 Real). Rest same as

No. 1.

ONE REAL PIECE OF 1830.

Reverse; Same as No. 1. AVeight: 52.469 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value; $0.13.4332.

5.

Half Real Piece of 1831. Obverse: A tree; at the left

of it, “ I,” at the right, “r” (J Real). Rest same as No. 1.

UALF REAL PIECE OF 1831.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 26.234 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: $0.06.5899.

6.

The Peso of Rafael Carrera. Obverse : Head of Rafael
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Carrera. Legem) : “kapaei. cakrera pte de la ra Guate-

mala.” Reverse: A shield
;
upon it, coat of arms of Guate-

mala, the sun risen above, two flags left and two flags at the

right, saltier wise, partly behind the shield; oak and laurel

branches crossed at the ends. A band entwines the whole,

uj)on it: “Guatemala repurlica sur. com. protectione.”

Exergue :
“ 10 us 2U GS UN Ptiso,” and the date of the year of

issue. Weight: 385.808 graitis. Fineness: 900, in.stead of

902.778 as implied by “10 u.s 20 gs.” Value: §0.98.3436.

7. The Two Real Piece of 1873. Obverse: A shield; uj)on

it, “15 de Seta, de 1821” {\bih of September, 1821), inscribed

in five lines one above the other. Legend: “repa de Guate-
mala.” Exergue: “0.900.1873.” Reverse: “2 reals” sur-

rounded by palm branches. Weight: 104.168 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §0.24.3325.

PESO OF GUATEMALA, 1872.

NICKEL COINS OF CENTRAL AMERICA.
1. The One Real Piece of 1869. Obverse: Arms of Hon-

duras, four flags to the left and four to the right, saltier wise,

and partly below the shield. Legend: “republica de iion-

DURA.S.” Exergue: “central America.”

Reverse: “1 real, 1869” in three lines, surrounded by

laurel branches, crossed and tied at the ends. Exergue : “a”

(Mint-mark of the Paris Mint, France, where the coins were

struck). Weight: 185.184 grains. Composition: 50 parts of
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copper, 30 parts zinc and 20 parts nickel. Value entirely nom-

inal, 12^ cents.

ONE REAL PIECE OF 1869.

2. Half Real Piece of 1869. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

Reverse; “ J real, 1869.” Rest same as No. 1. Weight:

92.592 grains. Composition same as No. 1. Value: Entirely

nominal, 6^ cents.

3. Quarter Real Piece of 1869. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

quarter real piece of 1869.

Reverse: ‘Q real, 1869.” Rest same as No. 1. Weight:

46.296 grains. Composition same as No. 1. Value: Entirely

nominal, 3^ cents.

4.

One-eighth Real Piece of 1869. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

ONE-EIQIITII real PIECE OF 1869.

Reverse: “
| real, 1869.” Rest same as No. 1. Weight:
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23.148 grains. Composition same as No. 1. Value: Entirely

nominal, li\ cents.

These coins, having only a forced value, have found no favor

in Central America, and have not been coined since 1875. They

still circulate, but are refused outside of Honduras.

5. The Centavo of Costa Rica. Obverse : A shield
;
upon

it coat of arras of Republic of Costa Rica. Legend above

:

“costa KICA.” Exergue: “ 18G7.”

Reverse :
“ UN CENTAVO,” surrounded by laurel branches,

crossed and tied at the end. Weight: 57.972 grains. Compo-

sition : 15 parts nickel, 80 parts ct>pper and 5 parts zinc.

Value: Entirely nominal, at 1 cent.

TWO REAI.S SILVER OF SAN SALVADOR.

COPPER COINS OF CENTRAL AMERICA.

1. The Eight Centavos of Central America. Obverse : A
triangle

;
in it, a mountain

;
above it, a sun with rays

;
at each

side, and at the foot of the mountain, two towers
;

in a circle

surrounding it, “ moneda provisional del estado de hon-

DURAS.” Above, two horns of plenty, and a crown in which

four arrows are inserted. Reverse : A tree
;

at the left of it,

“8c.” Legend :“ LIBRE CRESCA FECUNDO.” Value: Nom-
inal, 8 cents.

2. The Four Centavos. Devices same as No. 1, only “4”

instead of “8,” on the Reverse. Value: Nominal, 4 cents.

3. The Two Centavos. Devices same as No. 1, only “2”

instead of “8,” on the Reverse. Value: Nominal, 2 cents.

4. The One Centavo. Devices same as No. 1, only “1” in-

stead of “8,” on Reverse. Value: 1 cent.



t

656 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPjEDIA.

REPUBLIC OF CIULL
This country, although in territory smaller than some of her

sister South American countries, has an extraordinary length of

sea-coast, now stretching southward to Cape Horn. Since her

success in the contest with ]\*ru, she has ranked first in the

sisterhood of Ilepublics in the continent, and co-equal with the

Empire of Brazil as a nation.

Chili was discovered by Diego de Almagro, one of the con-

querors of Peru, in 1535. Almagro crossed the Cordilleras, and

the natives regarding the Spaniards on their first visit as allied

to the Divinity, collected for them gold and silvcf, amounting

to 661,200 dollars, a present which led to the subsequent cruelties

and rapacity of the invaders. Chili was partly subdued in 1546.

The Chilians fought for liberty at different times and with varied

success until 1817, when, after the decisive victory gained by

San Martin over the Spanish forces, February 12th, of that year,

they were declared independent.

From 1817 to 1850 the money coined was according to the

Spanish standard and values. The gold coins from 1818 to

1837 were alloyed with silver, and are of a pale hue. Since

1838 they are mostly alloyed with copper, and show a brighter

and richer color to the eye. In 1850 the decimal standard was

adopted, and the Peso Corriente or Plata is now divided in 100

Centavos Cor."ientes or Plata. The Doblon or Doubloon is of

16 Pesos de Plata, or 17J P(.!Sos Corrientes.

GOLD COINS OF CHILI.

1. The Doblon or Onza de Oro of 8 Escudos, or 16 Pesos de

Plata, or 17|^ Pesos Corrientes. Obverse: A pillar, crossed by

two standards in Haltiere, and surmounted by a globe and a star,

the whole enclosed in a laurel wreath. IjCgend : “por la ra-

yx>s o LA fuerza” (By AV«.von or Foret:), “s” (Mint-mark

of Santiago). “8 e” (8 Escudos), “l. j.” Exergue; Date of

the year of issue from 1818 to 1834.
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Reverse : Two smoking volcanoes and a sun above
;
below,

the date of the year of issue. Legend ;
“ EL estado D. chile

DOBLON OR ONZA DE ORO OF CHILI.

CONSTIT. independiente” (TAe State of Chili Constitutional

and Independent). Weight: 417.707 grains. Fineness: 875.

Value: $15.74.0084.

2. The Doblon or Onza de Oro of 1836. Obverse: A hand

resting upon a book, on the back of which is inscribed “CON-
STITUCION.” Above arc the tliverging rays of the sun. Le-

gend : “IGUALDAD ANTE l.A LEI ” {Equal Rights b(fore the

Law). “8 e” “i. j.” (Mint-master’s initials). Exergue: “21

Q®” (21 Quilates or Carats).

DOBLON OR ONZA DE ORO OP 1836.

Reverse: A shield bearing the arms of Chili (a star argent),

surmounted by plumes, and supported by a horse rampant and

a condor, each crowned. Legend :
“ republica de chile.”
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“s” (Mint-mark Santiago). Exergue: Date of the year of

issue. Weight: 417.707 grains. Fineness: 875. Value:

$15.74.0084.

3.

The Doblon, or Onza de Oro, from 1839 to 1859. Ob-

verse : A statue of liberty clad in mail, with her hand resting

upon the “constitucion,” and .supporting with her left the

fasces; a cornucopia in the background, and to the left at her

feet. Legend: “iguai.d.\d ante la lei.” “8 e”“i. J.”

Exergue: “21 Q*” (21 Quilates, or Carats).

IX)BLON, OR ONZA DE ORO OF CHILI.

Reverse: Same as No. 2. Weight: 417.707 grains.' Fine-

ness: 875. Value: $15.74.0084.

4. Half Doblon, or Half Onza de Oro, from 1839 to 1859.

Obverse: Same as No. 3, except size in proportion, and the

“8 e” in I^egend changed to “4 E.” Reverse: Same as No.

2. Weight: 208.8535 grains. Fineness: 875. Value:

$7.87.

5. Quarter Doblon, or Quarter Onza de Oro, from 1839 to

QUARTER DOBLON, OR QUARTER ONZA DE ORO.

1859. Obverse : Shield bearing the arms of Chili, surmounted

by plumes, and supporte<l by a horse rampant and a condor,
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each crowned. Legend republica DE chile.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue.

Revei’se : Same as No. 1, only in proportion to size. Weight

:

104.4267 grains. Fineness: 875. Value: $3.93|.

5. A Quarter Doblon, or Quarter Onza de Oro. Obverse:

A pillar crossed by two standards in saltiere, and surmounted

by a globe and a star, the whole enclosed in a laurel wreath.

Ijcgend :
“ POR LA RAZON o LA FUERZA.” Excrguc : Date of

the year of issue.

Reverse : A hand resting upon a book, on the back of

which is inscribed “ constitucion ; ” above are the diverging

rays of the sun. Legend :
“ igualdad ante la lei.” Ex-

ergue : “21 q’”(21 Qailates). Weight: 104.4267 grains.

Fineness: 875. Value: §3.93|.

6. Eighth Doblon, or Eighth Onza de Oro, from 1839 to

1859. Obverse: Same as No. 1, except “8 e” changed to

“1 E.”

EIGHTH DOBLON, OR EIGHTH ONZA OF CHILI.

Reverse: A hand resting upon a book, on the back of which

is inscrilied “ constitucion
;

” above are the diverging rays of

the sun. Legend: “igualdad ante la lei.” Exergue:

“21 Q* ” (21 Quilates). W’eight: 52.2134 grasus. Fineness:

875. Value: $1.96J.
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GOLD COINAGE SINCE 1859.

7. Condor of 10 Pesos or 10 Dollars. Obverse: A statue

of liberty clad in mail, with her hand resting upon a column

upon which is inscribed “constitucion.” Legend: “igual-

DAD ANTE LA LEI.” Exergue: “10 p” (10 Pesos or 10 Dol-

lars). Iiever.se: Shield bearing the arms of Chili, surmounted

by plumes, and sup{X)rted by a horse rampant and a c-ondor,

each crowned. Legend: “republica de chile.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight: 235.358 gr.ain.s. Fineness:

900. Value: $9.12.4687.

8. Half Condor of 5 Pesos or 5 Dollars. Obverse: Same

as No. 7, with the exception of Exergue, which has “5 p”

upon it. Reverse: Same as No. 7. Weight: 117.679 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: S4.56.2343.

9. One-Fifth of a Condor, or 2 Pe.sos, or 2 Dollars. Ob-

verse: Same as No. 7, with the e.xception of Exergue, which

has “2 p” upon it. Reverse: Same as No. 7. Weight:

47.068 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.82.4937.

10. The Peso, or Dollar of 1860 and since. Obverse: A
.statue of liberty clad in mail, with her hand resting upon a

scroll upon which is inscribed “constitucion.” Legend:

“republica de chile.” Reverse: “1 peso” in two lines

beneath the date of the year of issue, surroundetl by a laurel

wreath. Legend: “ iguai.Dad ante la lei.” Weight:

23.534 grains. Finene.ss : 900. Value: SO.91.2468.

SILVER COINS OF CHILL

1. The Peso Diiro of 1817-1845. Obverse: A volcano in

action
;

above is inscribed, within a wreath of laurel, the

value, “UN peso” {One Dollar). Legend : “chile indepen-

DiENTE.” Exergue: “Santiago.”

Reverse: A pillar, supporting a globe, above which is a star

and a scroll, the latter In-aring the word “ libertad.” Le-

gend: “union y fuerza ” {Union and Force). “ F. J.”

(Mint-master’s initials). Exergue : Date of the year of
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issue. Weight; 417.661 grains. Fineness: 906. Value:
$1.07.2145.

PESO DIJRO OP CHILI FROM 1817 TO 1845.

2.

Two Real Piece of 1821 to 1850. Obverse: Same as

No. 1, only within the wreath of laurel, the value “DOS R;’'

meaning : Two Reals.

TWO REAL PIECE OF CHILI FROM 1821 TO 1850.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 104.41 5 grains. Fine-

ness: 906. Value: $0.26.8036.

3.

One Real Piece of 1821 to 1850. Obverse : Same as No.

1, only within the wreath of laurel, the value “ UN R.”

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 52.2072 grains. Fine-

ness: 906. Value: $0.13.4018.

ONE REAL PIECE OF CHILI OF 1821 TO 1850.

4.

The Peso Duro of 1845 to 1850. Obverse: A shield, a

21



DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.5G‘2

single five-cornered star in the field arureand gules; the shield

surmounted by three plumes; at the left of the shield “8,” and

the right “ R ” (8 Reals, or one dollar), the whole surrounded

by a laurel wreath. I^egend :
“ rkpublica de chile.”

“ 8.” (Mint-mark of Santiago). “ J. M.” (Mint-master’s

initials).

Pt:SO DURO OF CHILI OP 1845 TO 1850.

Reverse : A condor in the act of breaking a chain. I.ie-

gend: “POR la razon y la fuerza.’’ Exergue: “10

d’“, 20 o’*” (10 Denaros, 20 Granos, or 902.778 fine).

Weight: 417.506 grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value:

$1.05.8864.

5. Two Reals of 1843 to 1850. Obverse: Same as No. 4,

only at the left side of the shield, “ 2,” and at the right “r”
and “l. j.” (Mint-master’s initials).

Reverse: Same as No. 4. Weight: 104.3765 grains.

Fineness: 9(X). Value: $0.23.8974.

TWO REALS OF 1843 TO 1850.

6. One Real of 1844 to 1850. Obverse: Same as No. 4,

only at the left side of shield, “ 1,” and at the right “r.”
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Reverse: Same as No. 4. Weight: 52.1887 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §0.11.9988.

7.

A Half Real of 1842 to 1850. Obverse : Same as No.

4, only at the left side of shield, “ J,” and at the right “ R,”

and “ I. j.” (Mint-master’s initials).

HALF REAL OF 1842 TO 1850.

Reverse : Same as No. 4. Weight : 26.0943 grains. Finc-

ne.ss : 900. Value : §0.05.9988.

8. The Peso of 1855 to 1875. Obverse: A shield, a single

five-eornered star in the field, the shield surmounted by three

plumes. Ivegend : “ republica DE chile.” Exergue: “ UN
PESO.” “s” (Mint mark of Santiago). Reverse: A condor,

an oval shield in his left talon, upon the .shield the fasces, and

thirteen and sometimes fourteen stars in a circle. Legend

;

“ POR LA RAZON o LA FUERZA.” Exerguc : Date of the year

of issue. Weight: 385.808 graims. Fineness: 900. Value;

§0.96.3436.

9. Half Peso of Fifty Centavos (fifty cents). Obverse:

Same as No. 8, only the Exergue changed to “ 50 C.” Re-

verse : A flying condor, a broken chain in his beak, and part

of a broken chain attached to his talon. Legend: “por la

RAZON o LA FT'ERZA.” Exergue : Date of the year of i.ssue.

Weight: 192.904 grain.s. Value: §0.48.1718.

10. One-fifth of a Peso, or Twenty Centavos, of 1861, and

since. Obverse: Same as No. 8, only the Legend changed to

“20 C.” Reverse: Same as No. 8. Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineuess: 900. Value: §0.19.2687.

11. The Decimo, of Ten Centavos, of 1855, and since. Ob-

verse :
“ UN DECIMO,” in two lines, surrounde<l by a laurel

wreath. Legend: “ republica de chile.” Reverse: Same
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as No. 9. Weight-; 38.580 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

80.09.6343.

12. The Medio Decimo, of Five Centavos, of 1855, and

since. Obverse: “medio decimo,” in two lines, surrounded

by laurel wreath. IjCgend : “kepublica de chile.” Re-

verse: Same as No. 9. Weight: 19.290 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: §0.04.8121.

13. The Peso of 1875 and since. Obverse : A condor in

PESO OF cniLi, 1875 a>'d since.

defiant attitude, facing to the right, in his beak broken links

of a chain, in his dexter talon an oval shield, upon which

fasceft, .surrounded by seventeen stars. Rogend :
“ POR I.A

RAZON o LA FiJERZA.” Exerguc : Date of the year of issue.

Reverse; A shield, azure and ffules, upon it a star argent,

surmounted by three plumes, and surrounded by laurel wreath.-

Legend: “ republica de chili.” Exergue; “unpeso”
{One Dollar). “s” (Mint-mark of Santiago). Weight;

385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.96.34.36.

NICKEL COINS OF CHILI.

1. Dos Centavos, or Two Cents, of 1871, and since. Ob-

verse: “DOS centavos,” in two line.s, in the middle of the field,

surrounded by a circle of dots. Legend :
“ economia ES RI-

queza” {Economy is Wealth). Exergue: Date of the year of

Ls.snc.

Reverse: Laureated head of Liberty, facing to the left. Le-
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gend: “ republica de chiee.” Exergue: “s” (Mint-mark

of Santiago). Weight: 108.024 grains. Composition: 70

DOS CENTAVOS OP CHILI.

parts of copper, 20 parts of nickel, and 10 parts of zinc. Value

entirely nominal at two cents.

2. Un fentavo, or One Cent of 1871, and since. Obverse:

“ UN CENTAVO,” ill the middle of the field, rest same as No. 1.

UN CENTAVO OF CHILI.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 77.160 grains. Com-

position : Same as No. 1. Value entirely nominal at one cent.

3. Medio Centavo, or Half Cent of 1871, and since. Ob-

verse: “medio centavo,” in two lines, rest same as No. 1.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 46.296 grains. Compo-

sition: Same as No. 1. Value entirely Horaiual, at half a cent.

COPPER COINS OF CHILI.

1. The Centavo of 1835 to 1850. Obverse: A large five-

cornered star in the middle of the field. Legend: “kepubi.ica

DE chile.” Exergue : The date of the year of issue. Re-

verse: “ UN centavo,” in two lines, inscribed within a laurel

wreath. I>egend : “economia es riqueza” {Economy u
Wealth). Value entirely nominal, at one cent. lu 1851, the
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thickness of the Copper Centavo was reduced just one-half, and

it was coined up to 1870 at the reduced weight, still preserving

the same devices and Legends as when first issued in 1836.

Since 1870, no more cop{>er coins have l>een issued from the

Mint, atid they have gradually disappoare<l from circulation, the

nickel coins of 1871 taking their place.

2. The Medio Centavo. Obverse: Same as No. 1. Reverse:

“medio centavo,” inscribed within a laurel wreath, rest same

as No. 1. Value entirely nominal, at half a cent.

CHINA.
The primitive motle of commercial exchange in China, as in

all other countries, was barter, the interchange of certain pro-

ducts of the earth, such as wheat and rice, or those of manual

labor, silk, arms, &c. The earliest records of China show that

a subject of the “Son of Heaven” was either a husbandman or

a merchant. For it is related that SinnuTig, the second known

Emperor of China, who reigned about the year 2737, B. C., in-

stituted a market-place in his Empire, in order to gather mer-

chandise and silks; there in the day time, a market was held,

in which the people exchangeil their pnxlucts.

- But while barter prevailed among the common people, there

seems to have been a kind of metallic money current among

the travelling merchants. This coinage was of the reign of

T'ai-IIao, 2852, B. C. ;
its circulation was quite limited, as it

\vas not used by the agricultural populatiou.

There is also some evidence that in the remotest times, of

which history is almost silent, there was in China a currency of

shells, much resembling the Sncan, of Suckauhoch or Wamyum,
of the American Indians. For we find in many Chinese work>,

articles referring to money and wealth, where the author has

^iised the idet»grapineal sign which signifies “Shell.” Besides,

we discover that King "Pwan-Kavg,'* 1400, B. C., lamcntetl
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the greediness of his ministers, saying: Here are those minista-s

of my government, %oho share with me the offices of the State, and

yet only think of hoarding up Cowries.

In the reign of T'ai-Hao, money was called ‘‘Kin,’’ or metal.

In that of Yeu-Nui-Si, 2697, 13. C., and up to Kao-Sin-Si,

2435, B. C., money was called “Ho,” or merchandise. In that

of T’ao-t’Ang-Si, it was called “Ts'uen,” or fountain, for the

people maintained that money streamed as fast as a fountain,

that it spread more widely than “Pu;” a piece of hemp or silk

cloth, which was also current as money
;
and that it was more

advantageous than “Tao” or knives.

PRIMITIVE COINS OF CHINA.

The money coined during the first three dynasties of Yii,

Hia, and Sang, 2255 to 1766, B. C., is described as having

been made of three kinds of metal, “yellow’’ (gold), “white”

(silver), and “ red ” (copper), and the currency consisted further

of cloth (of hemp and silk), knives of iron, tortoise shells and

cowries. The coinage of King YU was mostly of silver.

“.MERCHANDISE MONEY.

The oldest Chinese coin still in exist-

ence is of the YU dynasty
;

it is now over

4000 years old, and is represented by the

accompanying engraving. The inscription

on this coin reads from the right upwards,

and means: “Current {Ho) merchandise of

the .secoyid metal circulating in the peaceful

capital.” By the second metal, silver is

meant. “Ho” of the Chinese, has the

same meaning as the word money with us,

although the literal translation would be:

“Merchandise Money.” This piece was

first coined, 2853, B. C.

V

THE OLDEST CHINESE
COIN, 2853, B. C.

TAO COINS—KNIFE MONEY.

The Tao coins were of iron, and in form an imitation of a
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knife, such as the Chinese might be supposed to use. Knives

were the earliest articles of trade, gener-

ally used before money was current in

China, hence tlie Chinese adopted as repre-

sentative currency an imitation of the shape

of that article. The first Too coins were

cast in 2453, B. C. The characters upon

the coins mean: “Jb Krchange for Mer-

chandise.*’ When gold, silver, and copj)cr

began to circulate more freely, this Too or

knife currency gradually disappeared.

When Wang-Mang, A. 1). 14, became

Emperor of China, he rc-introduced the

knife-shaped coins and called them “ KI-

TAO,” which was cast upon them in man-

darin characters, meaning: “Knives to make

Agreements or Bonds.” These cast-iron

knives were a legal tender for 50 cash, or 8

cents of our money.

To create a variety of this currency,

which should represent a greater value,

Wang-Mang ordered some knives marked

“ts’o-tao,” and had the lettered part of

the knife washed with gold. The meaning

of Ts’o-TAO is :
“ Gilded Knives, or Precious

Merchandise, and Little Money.” These

gilded kniv^es hud an arbitrary valuation of

500 cash, or 80 cents; but the gilding was

soon removed or worn from them, when,

as the knife money was all made of the

same form, and from the same metal, the

Legend alone indicated the variety or de-

nomination.

This state of aflfairssoon created a kind of

money rebellion, and Wang-Mang was forced

to abolish the knife money.
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THE “ho” “pu” CX)IXAGE.

Besides these Tao coins the “Pu” or cloth,

or dress, money was current. The Pit-coins,

of which we giv'e an illustration, and which,

to the minds of the Chinese, represents the

shape of a dress, was first cast 2085 B. C.

The design on the right side of the engraving

signifies “no” or Merchandise, and that at the

left, “PU,” which means Cloth. This coin was

east of iron, and sometimes, but very seldom,

of cop|)er.

CHINESE GOLD.

As China itself is not rich in precious metals,

gold and silver money, though in use in the
^

. ,

’
, 1 ,

PC COIN, 20S5 B. c.

earliest times, when currency was little needed, /

after a while became totally unfit for ancient Chinese society

on account of its high valuation. At the beginning of the

Christian Era, gold, in China, had ten times the value of silver,

silver ten times the value of copper, and about that time an in-

dividual of the lower class of the people did not spend even one

“CasA” (iron money about one-seventh part of a cent) a day

to supply his wants; it is evident that a currency of great in-

trinsic value, like gold and silver, was of little use in those

simple times. Gold and silver coins were then used mostly as

presents to princes, and as rewards for meritorious actions to

the highest officers of State.

THE KIN AND YII GOLD COINS.

The principal gold coin of the Chinese was the “Kin” or

“Pound of Gold,” of the “Tseu” dynasty, 1122, B. C. Value:

24 Taels, about $38.64.

The Tseu dynasty was dethroned 221, B. C., by Prince Tsing,

who, under the name of Si-hoang-ti, united the many feudal

states of China into an indivisible empire. The Imperial gold

coin were called “Yi.” Value: 20 Taels, about $32.20.
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Under Wang-Mang, A. D. 14, the *‘Kin” or principal gold

coin, was much alloyed. Value : 10 Taels, about $16.10.

TRADE GOLD, GOVERXMEXT “CHOP.”

Ever since the reign of Wang-Mang the Chinese have grad-

ually disused gold as money, and at the present day it is bought

and sold by them like any other merchandise, and varies in price

according to supply and demand.

Gold in China is cast into the form of a ^‘Shoe,” or into bars,

and often sold in dust put up in strong paper packages and

marked with the government or stamp.

PYCEE CHOP.

Pure gold or 100 fine is called “Pycee,” but is not cast into

either shoes or bars.

TUXGZEE AXD YEUXZEE TIXGWAX CHOP.

Gold bearing the genuine Tungzee stamp of Chop is next in

purity to the Pycee gold, being 96 touch (96 fine), meaning 96

parts pure gold and 4 parts alloy, generally silver; but some-

times copper and occa.sioually tin.

The Tungzee, and the Ycunzee or Tingwan stamps, or chops,

are seldom found on any but round bar gold. If found on

TUNGZKK, OR 96 TOUCH. YEU.NZKE OK TIXGWAN, 95 TOUCH.

square bars, or upon shoe gold, these stamps or chops are gen-

erally counterfeit and the gold debased.

TW'AXGHAX CHOP.

IJar gold bearing the genuine Twanghan stamp or chop is 94J
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touch (94^ fine). The Chinese, however, generally sell Twang-

han bar gold as 95 touch (95 fine). This gold is cast at the gov-

(Face.) (Back.)

twanghan chop.

ernraent as.say office, at Coe Sue, near Peking. The bottom or

back of the genuine is very rough
;
if smooth, the stamp or chop

is counterfeit, and the gold debased.

YEUKXZEE CHOP.

Gold bearing the genuine Yeukxzee stamp or

chop is always in round bars, and between 95

and 96 touch (95 to 96 fine).

SEOX YEUX CHOP.
TBUKXZEB.

Gold bearing the genuine Seon Yeux stamp or

chop is always in square bars, is sometimes called

Song Yeux, and is 94, and sometimes 95 touch

(94 to 95 fine).

Both the Yeukxzee and Seon Yeux Chops of

gold bars are assayed and cast at Coe Sue, near

Peking.
BBON TBtrx.
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POUZEE, CHAUZEE AND ClIUZE OR CHUJA CHOP.

EhoegoU bearing the genuine Pou^ec stamp or c/iop as here

represented is sometimes called bEONG I o, and

fl-t tomh (94 fine).

PODZEE.

CHAUZKE.
93 aiul 94 touch.

• Cnt'ZE OR CHCJA.
94 touch.

Gold bo-aring the gonuuio Chauzee stamp or chop is 93 or 04

(93 to 94 lino). Gold bearing the gonnine Chxzzc or CAtpa

stamp or chop is 94 touch (94 fine).
^

The stamp of the Pouzee, Chauzee and Chuze or Chuja chops,

i.s used lK>th on bar and shoe gold
;
when found on the sho^ |t

indicates an excellent quality, in great demand among the Chi-

nese, though foreigners prefer bars of the same chop.

8EONO l*OU OH SOANG POA CHOP.

(Face.)
(Back.)

KKONG POU.

Gold hearing the genuine

Seong Pou or Soang Poa

stamp or chop is 93| touch

(934 fine). The back or bot-

tom is pretty smooth. The

face has little rough knobs

in the middle.

TOOZEE CHOP.

Gold hearing the genuine Toozee stamp or

chop, should, according to the regulations of

the Chinese assay office, be 93 touch (93 fine),

hut it is often no more than 90 touch (90

fine).

touzek.
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POUZEE AND SEONG PO CHOPS.

Gold bearing the genuine Pouzee

stamp or c/io/j, as liere represented,

if in bars, is called Pouzee, if in

shoes, Seong Po. If in bars, it is a

little better than 93 touch (93 fine),

if in shoes it is invariably 94 touch

(94 fine).

This chop lias been frequently

counterfeited
;

if the bottom of the

Seong Po or shoe gold is smooth the

stamp or chop is counterfeit, and the

gold debased, often hardly 85 touch (85 fine).

ONGEE CHOP.

Gold bearing the very popular genuine

Ongee stamp or chop, is invariably full 92

touch (92 fine).

TOUJEE CHOP.

Gold bearing the genuine Tonjee stamp
or chop, has a little projection at tne Imttom,

like a twig with two branches, and is 92 touch

(92 fine). If the bottom is smooth, the

stamp or chop is counterfeit, and the gohl de-

based.

ONGEE.

TOUJEE.

CHEZEAU OR SWAJZEE CHOP.

Gold bearing the genuine Chezenu, or

Swajzee stamp or chop, has a large knob at

the bottom, and is 92 touch (92 fine). If the

bottom is smooth, the stamp or chop is cou

terfeit, and the gold debased.

Both the Toujee and Chczeau or Swajzee

chops have been counterfeited in Japan of late

years.

CHEZEAU.
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CUTZEE SONG CHOP.
(Face.) (Back.)

The Cutzee Song stamp or chop is

used upon shoe gold. Song being

the Chinese word for double, or a

pair of sljoes, and Cutzee the name
for that kind of gold, which name
has been corrupted into Song Colt,

instead of Cutzee Song.

SEONG KUTT CHOP.

Gold bearing the genuine Scong Kuti atamp or chop is 92

touch (92 fine). It is very rough, and has a large knobby

branch at the bottom
;

if the bottom is smooth, the stamp or

chop is counterfeit, the gold debased, never above 88 touch (88

fine).

CURRENT GOLD DUST.

The current gold dust of China is usually put up in square

pajMjr packages, and is generally 95 touch (95 fine).

H0E-8ZEE-YEUN-JUNG.

When genuine, the paper is vermilion color, and the chop

j)rin(ed in gold. About a hundred years ago this dust gold,

put tip in paper, was never qut*stioned, and passetl current; but

of late, es|)eoially since foreigners had the handling of it, it has

often l)cen found but 75 touoh (75 fine).
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OUTZEE ONQEE CHOP.

The Ouhce-Ongee double ring chop is printed

in gold characters upon the packages contain-

ing gold-dust wliich is put up in imitation of

the cast fthoe gold. In unbroken packages

bearing the genuine Oidzee-Ongee stamp or

chop, the gold dust is 92 touch (92 fine), but

this chop has been counterfeited to an alarm-

ing extent, and the gold dust adulterated.

SPELTER MONEY OF CHINA.

At the beginning of the Chinese period, “Yucn-Seu,’^ the

‘‘Phi-Pi” money, which previously had been much used, was

still in circulation. The term Phi-Pi means: “ Valuable Skins”

and this peenliar currency consisted of pieces of parchment, made

from the skins of a certain kind of white deer, bred in an en-

closure within the precincts of the Imperial palace.

The Phi-Pi were a Chinese square foot in size, beautifully

ornamented with gold painting and embroidery. Their arbi-

trary value was 400,000 copper coins, or §644.00 United States

monev. (In England, a few years ago, they were sold at 112

guineas apiece.) Being too bulky and heavy to be carried con-

stantly, a little piece was cut from each of them as a token of

pos.session. Ownership was proved when the small piece in

hand fitte<l the hole in the Phi-Pi.

In the reign of the Em|)eror ITidi, during the first years of

the periotl Yuen-Seu, the Imperial treasury was almost empty,

and the “Son of Heaven,” with all his ministers, deliberated

upon the grav'e financial situation. In the privy trea.sury of

the Emperor there was a large amount of silver bullion and of

tin; the Imperial Council decided to restore the currency of

silver, and so provide for the monetary wants of the govern-

ment.

Accordingly, an order was given forbidding the breeding of

the white deer which had formerly been kept within the Im-

OUTZEK ONQEE.
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|)crial palace to sujiply leather for the Phi-Pi fiat money; and

the Emperor Wuti issued an edict that a new metallic currency

he instituted forthwith. This new coinage, made in the fourth

year of the period Vuen-Seu (119 B. C.), consisted of three coins

of ditferent size and form, all composed of silver and tin melted

together
;
the denomination being at a nominal value, much in

excess of their intrinsic worth.

The edict of the Emperor was brief
;
the document is unique;

we give the whole of its

S % original text, and an Eng-

± tla PH
lisl. translation:

— art. I tn -Hr i>l /-n
Emperor orders

= ilrA K W ii

M ta ^
a white metallic currency

of a mixture of silver and

tin, considering that in

heaven there is nothing superior to the dragon, ami on earth

nothing superior to the hor.se, and among men nothing superior

to the tortoise
;

therefore there shall be three sorts of metallic

coins.

H 13 ^
m.z ~
* 0.

= if
"f. m, A

Of the first: “It shall have a value of 8 Tales; make it

round
;

its device shall lie a dragon; its name shall be‘7”«»(7«,’

and its value, 0000 coins.”
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(The word ‘‘T^snan’’ in Chinese signifies Regulator.) The

value of this coin was about ^12.80.

Of the second :
“ Make it different, and smaller in compari-

son to the first in thickness, and of a square form, its device

shall be a horse; its value: 500 coins. Weight: 6 Taeb.”

Its value was al)out $9.G5.

Of the third :
“ Make it still smaller in size, and in weight,

four Taels,”

“ Let it be of oblong form, its device shall be a tortoise, and

its value: 300 coins.” Its value was about $G.45.

From the drawing of the coin it will be seen that the figure

of the tortoi.se is not imitated, but the surface reminds one of

the back of a tortoise-shell with its sexangular figures. The

character J called wang, in each hexagon, signifies: “ The

Emperor.”

As to the symbolical significance of these pieces we find the

3l

0 .

* m

a s 4' =
= X4Pf)0 Q

2K
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Chinese regard the round exterior form of coins as emblemati-

cal of heaven, whereas the square form of the inner hole is in

imitation of the earth, which they believe to be square. The
dragon is their emblem of imperial dignity; one part of tlie

year, as they maintain, he resides in heaven, and is the cause

of tlK* rain, and another part of the year he resides in the

ocean.

The end of those glittering and medal-like coins was sad.

They were counterfeited on a large scale, not only by the peo-

ple, but also by the State officials. Their value, being arbi-

trary, diminished rapidly in exchange, and the people refuses!

to receive them as money. The Emperor tried to avert the

evil, by reducing the coinage to a minimum; but his efforts

proved of no avail, and the Chinese, in the interior, to this

day rcfu.se silver money of their own coinage.

MODERN SILVER COINAGE FOR CHINA.

THE SILVER TAEL.

The East India Company, with the consent of the Emjwror,

txiiiKKl Taels of silver for general circulation
;
but the natives in the
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interior of China still refuse the coin, and the Money Shops"

as the Hanks in China are called, melt them, almost as soon as

presented, into ^‘Sycee" or government standard silver bars, to

he ns(xl in turn to pay taxes to the government collectors.

These Banks have furnaces in which the workmen place the

Taels of silver to fuse them, and then pour the Sycee silver into

clay moulds. After the metal is cold it is thrown out of the

moulds, the ingot having upon it the date of a given year, the

mark of a given district, and often the kind of tax, it was cast

to j)ay, witli the name of the workman and the *‘Shop" where

it was cast. Then, after it has bwn lodged in tlie interior pro-

visional treasury, if found to be debased, inquiries can be

made respecting it at the “Shop” from whence it came. This

Tael weighs 565 grains. Fineness: 990. Value: $1.58.1612.

SILVER DOLLARS.

In 1804, a silver dollar, “ Five

Shillings” Token, was struck by the

Bank of England with its own de-

vice for circulation in China and

the Orient. The bank has since

occasionally issued this eoin, which

is here represented. By reference

to the illustration, it may be seen

the figure of Britannia upon this

piece is closely imitated in that of

Liberty u|)on the United States

Trade Dollar, eoined from 1874 to 1878 ($35,959,360), for the

s.aine market. The Chinese eall the Bank of England Dollar:

“Toreif/n-Faced Money.” Weight: 415.68 grains. Fineness:

foreign-faced money.

901. Value: $1.01.

In 1845 a Native SiU'er Dollar was struck at Canton by
jirivate bankers. Same size as the Mexican Dollar. Obv’erse:

Chinaman, bowing, holding in his hand a stalk of sugar cane.

The figure is rather heavy
;
with a coarse face and very high

forehead. Legend: Chinese characters, meaning: “Native
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Dollar.^’ To the left, the private chop mark of the banker; to

the right, Chinese characters, denoting the bullion value and

fineness of the coin: “8 Mace. 98 touch'' (98 fine), with the

guarantee chop of the coiner. Weight: 411.5 grains. Fine-

ness: 980. Value: §1.14.0720.

In 1852 a Silver Dollar was struck in England, by order of

certain English merchants, for circulation in China. Smaller

than the United States Dollar. Obver.se and Reverse: ('hinese

characters, denoting the bullion value of the coin :
“ 7 Ma(*e, 1

Candarecn, 8 Cash.” Edge milled with flowers; hence the

Chinese call this dollar: Flower-Edged Money," Weight:

345 grain.s. Fineness: 956. Value: §0.94.2881.

In 1860 a Native Silver Dollar, generally l>elieved to have

been struck by Chinese officials, was put in circulation in the

seaports of China. It is very handsome, bearing Cliinese

characters, denoting the bullion value and fincne.ss of the coin :

“8 Mace, 5 Cash. 98 touch" (98 fine). The Cliinese have ac-

cepted this dollar more readily than any jireciHling one, and

call it to this day: “iVectoi/.s Cover for Merchandise."

The Chine.se Government has no [iroper general Mint, and

the only leg:il tender currency of China is the bronze or copper

coin, the Cash. The government as.say offices give their chop

to ingots of silver and gold, which, as commodities, are pa.s.sc<l

as equivalents in trade. Accounts in China arc generally kept

iiy weight, in Ilaihcan Sycee silver, exprcssal nominally in

Taels, Mace, Candarecn, and ('ash.

^

Foreign coins are accepted in China only at their bullion

value, in comparison with Ilaihcan Sycee silver, supj>oscd to lie

1000 fine, but in reality of an average fineness of 985.5.

riowevet, the decimal system of notation and account, by

dollars and cents, is becoming popular in many parts of “The

Celestial Empire."
' Tlie Chinese are very notional in regard to foreign coins,

chbaslng some and rejecting others, merely in consideration of

the device. Spanish Dollars with pillars, es])ecially those is-

^ed in the reign of Charles IV’^., have been the most popular,
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and often command a slight premium. Yet the “Pillar Dol-

lar,” or the “Dollar Spanish,” is now commercially merely a

(piotation of nominal value, rather than a coin in practical cir-

culation.

The Mexican Dollars have an extensive market among the

Chinese, and they are strongly prejudiced in their favor; yet

the old Mexican “Sun Dollar” is taken without cpiestion,

while the New Mexican “Scale Dollar,” though assayed at a

higher value, is accepted in many places only at a heavy dis-

count.

The United States Trade Dollar, though in circulation at

Amoy, Foochow, Swatow, and the Formosa ports, and some-

times at a premium of three per cent., is elsewhere refiised

altogether, or tidvcn at a discount of some five or six per cent.,

and if introduced in son)e places would l)e “boiled, chop,

chop,” i. e., smelted. The Chinese call the Trade Dollar

“Precious Goc^se,” “ Precious Duck,” and “ Flying Hen Dol-

lar,” out of resj)ect to the eagle on the Reverse. They also

call the Trade Dollar “ Devil’s Head Money.” The Spanish

Dollars are also known by the nick-name: “ Two Candlestick

Dollars.”

Gold and silver being nothing but commodities in China,

valued solely by their weight and fineness, all foreign coin ia

considered as simply so much bullion. The convenience of

coin, however, gives it considerable circulation, each piece being

regarded as a small ingot. Native gold and silver, in slioea,

bars, etc., bears, as has been noted, the government chop, by

which it is rate<l. The Chinese have so much distrust of for-

eign mintages, and there have been so many counterfeits of all

sorts among themselves, that, according to a commercial rule,

originating and established in the south of China, every mer-

cantile firm paying nut foreign coin is required to give a guar-

antee of the character of each piece disbursed, by stamj)ing

upon its surface their chop, or Chinese trade-mark, or firm

name.

Begun as a precaution against imposition, this practice of
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chopping has grown into a flagrant abuse, and been made the

pretence and cover for dishonesty and fraud. When nothing

l)ut dies are used, and the coin properly stamped, it is soon

battered and defaced beyond all possibility of recognition, but,

worse than this, gouges and drills a' e often fraudulently used,

and considerable portions of silver adroitly removed in making

tl )3 chop, so that holes are sometimes cut quite through the piece.

Passintr from hand to hand the coin is mutilated a<;ain and

agtiin repeatedly, until a very large fraction of its weight has

been chopped away and stolen. It has been rej)orte<l by the

merchants of Hong-Kong to the Chinese authorities that the

rule and custom of chopping coin should lx; abolished; but all

efforts for a uniform and clean currency are opposed in China

by tiie Schroffs, Compradores, ntoney-brokers and bankers, since

the greater the irregularities and complexities the more they can

make of inordinate profit at the expense of the ignorant.

Trade Dollars are preferred unchopped in some j)laces in

China
;
but new, bright, perfiwt Mexican Dollars are often at a

discount, not being (as it were) properly endorsed.

COPPER AND IRON MONEY OF CHINA.

After the final abolition of the ancient Tao coinage, or knife

money, which the Emperor Wang-Mang had reintnKlnced, A.

J). 14, that “Son of Heaven” ordered a new kind of iron enr-

jency to be coined. The pieces were calle<l " Yik-Tsen,” which

literally means “Bended round, and surrounded with red,"

on account of the raised edge of the coin which was made t)f

red copjx;r. Each piece was worth 5 Tsu or 5 Cash, alx)ut

cent.s, although its arbitrary value w.as five times as much.

The former currency had been extensively counterfeited;

within two years counterfeits of the new iron money were so

numerous, the whole coinage fell into disrepute, the people

refuse<l to circulate the issue at the legal valuation, and it was

soon after abolishetl.

The Emperor having learned wisdom by adversity, decided

• that money should be made of the full value of its denoniina-
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tion. An Imperial Mint was established, and three officials of

the Sang-Lin (Academy of Science) were appointed Mint-Mas-

ters. After this the provinces and districts did not, as formerly,

each niahe its own money.

The Mint-Masters had to do their utmost in order to provide

the whole empire with a good and valuable currency. To all

money not issued by them, the character of a legal tender was

denied.

All the njetallic currency of whatever nature formerly in

use was withdrawn and brought to the State Mint, in order to

be melted and recoined. As they considered it too expensive to

destroy the few false coiners who still remained, they made the

most formidable and skilled of them workmen in the service

of the State, at the new Mint. A curious practice. How dif-

ferent from our system

!

For about forty years nothing remarkable happened. The

Five Tsu pieces, issued by the Sang-Lin Mint-Masters, were

soon after that time extensively counterfeited
;
and under the

reign of Emperor Yuen-Ti, counterfeiting was practiced to such

an extent, that the Minister of Finance, Kung-Yii, presented a

memorial to the Throne, in which he earnestly proposed to

abolish the iron and copper money and to go back again to

the u.se of grain and cloth, as well as knives, as a medium of

exchange.

The memorial of A"i/n(7- 17/ rejH>rted the following startling

facts: “The number of persons who, in order to make money,

are grasping at copper and iron, amounts to over 100,000 in

the course of a single year. The people cease to plough, and

being engaged in false coining, they incur punishment. Be-

sides, many rich men accumulate money in treasuries, and arc

filling their dwellings with it, and yet they are not .satisfied.

The minds of the people are agitated, they leave their ordinary

employment and throw away their prospect^. Husbandry can-

not afford to lose half of the hands that plough the field-s, and the

false coiners are not to be checked in their unlawful doings.

“ If taxe.s, salaries, and rewards were all reckoned by means
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of silk, cloth, and grain, the people would henceforth turn their

thoughts to husbandry, and the cultivaiion of mulberry trees.”

His advice was, however, rejected by the Emperor.

During the one hundred and seventeen years the Sung-Lin

^lint-masters coined that coj»per-iron money, they cast 280,000

million coins. After that time a free coinage was resorted to

again.

The Five Tsu pieces, which had been the standard coin for

more than eight hundred years, were afterwards held in such

contempt that it was im|)ossIble to retain even the name. Ac-

cordingly the Kai-Yuen-T’-Ung-Pao, an entirely new coin, was

instituted.

This new money M’as

uncommonly good, and

it may safely be con-

sidered the best and

most successful coin

iasued, having main-

KAi-vnEN-T’-uNG-PAO. • taiiie<l its position for

centuries. The reverse chronicles an event in history.

The Obverse Ixiars in Chinese Tttwen and Li characters

:

“ kai-yukn-t’-itng-pao,” meaning ^‘Current Money of the

Newent Beginning." Exergue: Date of the year of the Em-
peror’s reign. Reverse: A blank field, with a nail mark at

the top. This nail mark has rather a strange history, namely :

When her august majesty the Empress Ilc7i-7c/: was shown the

design of the new coin, it was mwleled in wax; her majesty

reaching for it, left on it the impression of her fashionable long

nail, and the Minister not daring to efface it the Mint-masters

imitatcnl that nail mark on their coins thereafter. This coin is

now calleel “fWi” by the foreigners, and by the natives

'‘Tsien," and is the only legal tender coin for all debts, private

and public. It is thin and circular, and nearly an inch in

diameter, having a square hold in the centre, with a raised edge

both around the outside and around the hole.

Those now in use have the name of the reigning Emperor
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as a Tj(*gond at the toj>, to the right “tung,” and to the left

“ PA(3U.” Exergue: The date of the year of the Emperor’s

reign, all in Chinese eliaracters and numerals. The transla-

tion of “ TUNG,” “ PAOU,” is Precious Circulatlag Medium.

The Chinese Tael of the present day is divided into 10 Mace,

or Li; 100 Candareens, or Fan; and 1000 Cash, or Tsien.

Ten of these Cash ought to weigh an ounce avoirduj)ois, and

the Tael of one thousand Cash should weigh six pounds and

four ounces; they are, however, often much lighter. The in-

trinsic value of this currency is whatever such a mixture of

tin, spelter, copper, and iron of the same weight would bring;

yet the Tael of one thousand Cash passes current in Cliiua, at

a value of $1.61 United States money.

DENMARK AND POSSESSIONS.
The general name of Denmark is, in Danish, Danmark, and

is supposed to l)e derived from Dan, the founder of the Danish

monarchy, and Mark, a German word signifying country
;
thus

Dan-Mark means: Countnj of Dan.

The Danish coinage for the last century included that of

Norway, up to 1813, and of Schleswig-Holstein to 1864. Up
to 1813, Denmark had three kinds of coinage: 1st, Danish

proper
;

2d, that of Norway, and 3d, of Schleswig-Holstein,

and still uses the arms of Norw’ay atid Schleswig-Holstein upon

its coins, although Norway was incorporated with Sweden in

1813, and in 1864 Schleswig-Holstein reverted to Germany.

Jn 1813 a royal edict was promulgated, making an entire

change in the coinage. In 1836 the pieces of 4, 3 and 2

Skillings were added to the coinage. In 1875 an entire and

radical change was made and the present Krone and Ocre

established.

GOLD COINS OF DENMARK.
1. Specie Diu-at of 1802. Obverse: A wild man, le.aning
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with his right hand upon an oval shield bearing the arms of

Denmark, and supporting with his left hand a large club, the

butt end resting upon the ground
;
at the left side is inscribed

“18,” and at the right “02.” Legend: “ MOXETA auuea

daxica” [Danish Gold Money). Reverse: A square shield

containing “ G7 Aicav. pond. mauc. col. pketii. 23J karat”

(67 equal in weight to one Cologne mark, and of 2^} Carats fine-

ness). Some of the SjXicie Ducats have the same inscription in

the Danish language, namely :
“ 1 species ducat. 23J karat.

67 STYKKER 1 mark bruto” (1 Ducol sjjccie, 23} Carats fine,

67 pieces to the Mark gross). Weight : 53.92 grains. Fine-

ness : 983. Value: §2.28.3703.

Ducats, prior to 1802, bear on the Obverse the head, name

and title of the reigning king, and on the Reverse the arms of

Denmark, and the Legend: “prudentia et coxstancia ”

[Prudence and Perseverance). Others bear on the Reverse a ship,

with the Legend: “ DUCE prudextia cox.staxtia comite”

[Prudence being the guide. Perseverance the companion).

In 1813 the Ducats were abolished and the double and single

Fredorik and Christian D’Or, or pieces of 10 and 5 Dalcrs of

896 fineness, substituted.

2. Double Christian D’Or. Obverse: Ilead of Christian

VIII. facing to the right. Legend: “ ciirlstiaxus d. g.

DAXiiE V. o. rex” [Christianus Vlll. Dei Gratioe, Danioe,

Yandalorum, Gotorum Rex

;

meaning Christian VIII. by the

Grace of God, King of Denmark, Vandalia and Gothen).

Reverse: A crowned shield, quartered by a cross, l)caring the

arms of Denmark, Norway, Schleswig, Gothen and Wenden
;

upon the cross is sus[)cnded a smaller shield, bearing the arms of

Holstein and Ditmarson, Oldenburg and Delmenhorst
;
at either

side is a wild man, each cairrying a club, and leaning upon the

shield
;
the whole displayed u|m-)u a mantle of ermine, draj)e<l

from a crown. L'gend : “2 cun. d’or.” Exergue: Date of
the year of i.ssue. Weight : 205.002 grains. Fineness: 895.833.

Value: §7.90.8062.

3. Double Frederiks D’Or. Obverse: Head of Frederik
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facing to the right. Legend: “ fredeuicus vii. d. g.

DANivE V. G. REX.” Reverse : same as No. 2. Weight : 205.002

grains. Fineness : 895.833. Value : $7.90.8062.

4. Frederiks D’Or of Frederik VI. Obverse: Head of

Frederik VI. facino: to the left. Legend: “ fredericus VI.

REX. DANIjE.” Reverse : A crowned shield, quartered by a

cross, and bearing the arms of Denmark, Nor\v;iy, Sweden,

Schleswig, Gotheu and Wendcn
;
upon the cross is suspended a

smaller shield, bearing the arms of Holstein, Stormarn and

Ditmarson, with a shield of pretence, bearing the arms of

Oldenburg and Delmenhorst. At the side of the shield, to the

left, “ 1 FR.” and to the right “ d’or.” No Legend. E.\ergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight: 102.501 grains. Fineness:

895.833. Value: $3.95.4031.

5. Christian D’Or of Christian VIII. Obverse; Head of

Christian VIII. facing to the left. Legend: “ christianus

V iir. D. G. DANiiE. V. G. REX.” Revei*sc : Same as No. 2.

Weight: 102.501 grains. Fineness: 895.833. Value:

$3.95.4031.

6. Frederiks D’Or of Frederik VII. Obverse: Head of

Frederik VII. Legend :
“ fredericus vii. d. g. daxIjE. v. g.

REX ” [Fredericus VII. Dei Gratioe Danice, Vandalorum,

Goforum Rex; meaning: Frederic VII. by the Grace of God,

King of Denmark, Vandalia and Gothen). Reverse : Same as

No. 2. Weight: 102.501 grains. Fineness : 895.833. Value:

$3.95.4031.

7. Christian D’Or of Christian IX. Obverse: Head of Chris-

tian IX. Legend : “CHRISTIAMTS IX. D. G. PANIiE V. G. REX.”

[Chrislianus IX. Dei Gratia Dania;, Vandalorum, Gotorum Rex

;

meaning: Christian IX. by the Grace of God, King of Denmark,

Vandalia and Gothen). E.vergiie : Date of the year of issue.

8. 20 Kroner Gold of 1875. Obverse: Head of Christian

IX. Legend: “Christian ix. konge ap danmark”
{Christian IX. King of Denmark). Exergue: 1875. Reverse:

Crowned shield bearing the arms of Denmark. At the left

of shield, a fish; at the right, a spray of wheat. Exergue:
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“20 KVM^v.vJ' {Twenty Ceowm). Weight: 138.280 grains.

Fineness : 900. \ alne : 85.35.800.

9. 10 Kroner Gold of 1875. Obverse: Same as No. 8.

Reverse: Similar to No. 8, with exeeption of the E.xergue,

which bears “10 kroner” {Ten Crowns). Weight: 69.140

grains. Fineness: 900. \ alue : $2.67.900.

SILVER COINS OF DENMARK.

1. The Old Ducatoon of Schleswig-Holstein, of 1622.

OLD DUCATOON OF 1622.

This coin is only found in the mnseums of Europe, its value

is whatever numismatists fancy. Originally, it was \torth 95

cents.

RIQS-DALER SPECIES OR RIX-DOLLAR SPECIE.

2. Rigs Daler Species of 1696. Obverse: Head of Chris-
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tian V. Legend : “christiax v. d. g. rex. dax. nor. v. g.”

{Christian T^. Dei Gratae Ilex Dania:, Norveyicc Vandaloi'urn,

Gotorum; moaning: Christian V. King of Denmark, Noinvay,

Vandalia and Gothen.)

Reverse: A crowned shield, quartered by a cross, and bear-

ing the arms of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Schleswig, Gothen

and Wenden
;
upon the cro.ss is suspended a smaller shield,

bearing the arms of Holstein, Stormarn and Ditmarson. Legend

:

“ PIETATE ET lUSTiTlA ” {Devotion and Justice). E.vergue:

16-96. Original value about $1.02; present value lictitious.

3.

Eight Marks Specie of 1675. Obverse: Christian V. on

horseback. No Legend or Exergue.

EIGHT MARKS SPECIE OF 1675.

Reverse: Crowned shield l)caring the arms of Denmark;
three lions courant, and nine hcixrti^ argent. Legend: “vill

MARCK DAXSKE 1675” {Eight Marlis Danish currency, 1675).

Original value about $1.12| ;
present value fictitiou.s.

4. Sixty Shillings Schleswig-Holstein currency of 1787.

Obverse: Head of Christian VII. Legend: “ Christian vii.

1). G. REX. PAN. NOR. V. o.” Reverse: An oval shield

crowned, divided in three parts, bearing the arms of Denmark,
Norway, ami Sweden. Legend : “60 siiielixgs schekswig.

IIOEST. COURANT.” Exergue :
“ 1787.” Original value

about 98 cents; present value fictitious.

5. Species-Daler of 1801. Obverse: Head of Christian VII.
Legend :

“ CHRISTIAN VII. D. O. REX PAN. NOR. V. G.”
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Reverse : Crowned square shield, with the arras of Norway,

a lion rampant u|)on, and holding, a long curved battle axe.

At the left of shield, “ 1 at the right, “ SPS ” (meaning : One

Specie Dollar). Beneath the shield, “ ST. 1 mk. f. s.” (9^

Stuck Mark Fdn Silver; meaning: 9 Pieces make one Mark

fine sUver). Still lower, “ 18,” two hammers crossed, “ 01 ”

SPECIE DOLLAR OF 1801.

(Signifying: Strrick at the Mint of Norway from silver obtained

from the silver mines at Konigsberg in 1801). Original value,

about 97J cents; present value, fictitious.

6. Spccies-Daler of 1824. Obverse: Head of Frederik VI.

Legend :
“ fredeiucvs vi. d. g. rex dan. nor. v. g.”

SPECIE DOLLAR OF 1824.

Reverse: Same as No 5. Value: Same as No. 6. The let-

ters j. M. K.” on the Exergue of No. 6 and No. 6 are the

Mint-master’s initials.
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• 7. Rigs-Daler Species of 1838. Obverse: Head of Fred-

ericus VI., same as No. 6.

Reverse: Crowned, quarteretl shield same as No. 2, Ex-

ergue: “1838.” Legend: “en rigs-daler species” {One

RIGS-DALER SPECIE OF 1838.

Rix Dollar Specie). Weight : 455.886 grains. Fineness

:

875. Value: $1.11.0166. ^
8. Rigs-Daler Species of 1839. Obverse: Same as No. 6.

RIGS-DALER SPECIES OF 1839.
%

Reverse : Crowned, quartered shield same as No. 2. Le-

gend : “ex rigsdaler species.” Weight: 455.886 grains.

Fineness: 875. Value: $1.11.0166.

9. Rigs-Daler of Christian VIII. of 1844. Obverse: Head

of Christian VIII. Legend: “ ciiuiSTiAXVS Viii. D. G.

DAXiiE V. G. REX.” Reverse: A crowned shield, bearing the

arras of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Schleswig, Gothen, and
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Vatulalia; upon the cross is suspended a smaller shield, bearing

the arms of Holstein, Stormarn and Ditmarson. The shield on

this coin is encircled by the chain, and badge of the Order of

the b]Iephant. On the base, the initials of the designer,

“ n. c.” Weight: 456.88G grains. Fineness: 875. Value:

$1.11.0166.

10. Specics-Daler of Christian VIII. Obverse: Head of

Christian VIII., facing right. Legend: “christianvs viil.

D. G. DAM^E V. G. HEX.’’ Rover.-e : Crowned shield : at

either side a wild man, carrying a club, and leaning upon the

shield; the whole displayed upon a mantle of ermine, draped

from a crown. Above the Legend :
“ 1 species.” E.xergue :

“ 1846.” Weight: 455.886 grains. Fineness: 875. Value:

$1.11.0166.

11. Specic.s-Daler of’Frederik VII. of 1848. This Sj>ecies-

Daler is an exceptional piece, as it l>ears the portraits of two

sovereigns: that of the one dying in 1848, having been .struck

upon the Obverse, and that of his successor, the same year,

uj)on the Reverse of the coin. Obverse: Head of the preced-

ing King, Christian VIIL, upon it a chaplet of oak and laurel.

Legend: “CHKISTIAN VIII. KONGE AF DANMARK.” Inside

of that Ijt'geud, another one, but in smaller letters: “ dod DEN
20 .lANUAR 1848 ” (^Chriistian VIIL, Kim/ of Denmarl:, died

January 20th, 1848). Exergue: “1 SPECll-^i.” Reverse:

Head of Frederik VII., the succeeding King. Legend:
“ FREDERIK VII. KONGE AF DANMARK.” Weight: 455.886

grains. Fineness: 875. Value: $1.11.0166.

12. 8])e<'ie.s-I)aler of Frederik VII. of 1849. Obverse:

Head of Frederik VII. Legend: “ fredericv.s vii. d. g.

DANlyE V. G. REX.” Reverse: Crowned and quar<ere<l shield

of arms of Denmark, etc., surrounded by an oak wreath; left

of it, “ 1849,” and to the right, the Mint-mark of Copenhagen.

Exergue: “ 1 .spI'X^iks.” Weight: 455.886 grains. Fineness:

875. Value: $1.11.0166.

13. Two Rigs-Daler of 1855. Obverse: Head of Frederick

VHI. Legeud: “fredericv'S vii. d. g. danee v. g. rex.”
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Exergue: “1855.” Reverse: “2 rigsdaler,” in two lines

in the middle of the field; beneath, “9^ ST:= 1 M: F: s:” (9]

pieces to make one^Mark fine silver). The whole surrounded bv

a heavy oak wreiith.

14. Two Rigs-Daler of Christian IX. of 1868 to 1874, inclu-

sive. Obverse; Head of Christian IX. Legend: “cHRis-
TIANVS IX. D. G. V. G. REX.” Exergue :

“ 1868.”

TWO RIGS-DALER OF 1868.

Reverse: Same as No. 13. Weight: 455.886 grains. Fine-

ness: 875. Value: $1.11.0166.

15. Four Mark Piece of Christian IV. Obverse: Full

length figure of King Christian IV. Legend: “christianvs
nil. D. G. DANLE.”

FOUR MARK PIECE OF 1620.

Reverse: In the centre of field a large crown; above it, in

2L
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an arch, “I.6.2.O. underneath, “r. f. p.” (Mint-mark), sur-

roundetl by a circle. I^egend : “norveg, vandal, gotor.

rex” {Norvegio)-um, Vandalorum, Golorum
^
Ilex

;

meaning:

King of Norway and of the Vandals and Goths). Original

value, about 50 cents; present value fictitious.

16. Four Mark Piece of Christian V. Obverse: The royal

monogram, two “c’s” and two “5’s” interlaced, surmounted by

a crown. Legend :
“ D. o. rex dan. nor. van. got.”

FOUR MARK DANSKE OF 1694.

Reverse : Crowned lion courant upon, and holding a long

curved battle axe, surrounded by laurel wreath, tied with the

order of the elephant. Legend: “llll MARCK DANSKE, 1694,”

FOUR MARKS OF 1699.

and two hammers crossed; Mint-mark of Norway. Original

value about 50 cents
;
present value fictitious.
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17. Four Mark Piece of Fre<Ierik IV. Obverse: An eques-

trian image of King Frederik IV. Legend: “ fredericvs

nil D. G. REX DAN. NOR. V. G.” Exerguc : “nil marck
danske” {IIII Marks Danish).

Reverse: Crowned and quartered shield of Denmark, etc.

Legend: “ PIETATE ET iustitia” {Devotion and Justice).

Original value 50 cents; present value fictitious.

18. Two-third Rigs-Daler of 1796. Obverse: Head of

Christian VII. Legend: “Christian vii. d. g. dan. norv.

^
V. G. REX.”

TWO-THIRD RIGS-DALER OF 1796.

Reverse: Crowned oval shield, bearing the arms of Denmark,

Norway and Sweden. Ijcgend : “ | rigsdaler. species.”

Exergue: “17,” two hammers saltiere wise “ 96,” and the Mint-

master’s initials. Original value about 67 cents; present value

fictitious.

RIGS-BANK-DALER OF 1813.

19.

The Rigs-Bank-Daler of 1813. Obverse: Head of

Fre<lerik VI. Legend: “fredericvs vi. d. g. dani.e nor.

V. G. REX.”
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Reverse: Crowned and quartered shield of Denmark, Sweden,

Norway, etc. Legend: “en rigsbankdai.er.” This Rigs-

Daler was issued by the National Bank of Denmark during the

war of Napoleon I., in 1813; it had a nominal value of about

48 cents; but was soon withdrawn from circulation.

20. Sixteenth Skilling of Christian IV. of 1644. Obverse:

Crowne<l bust of Christian IV. below the arms of Denmark,

three lions couran/ and nine hearts ar^en/. Legend: “CHRIS-

TIA 4. D. O. D. DAN. N. V. G. R.”

SIXTEEN SKILLING OF 1644.

Reverse: Ijarge letter “C,” inside of which the figure “4,”

gnrmounted .by a crown. Tjegend : “xvi skilling dan.sk

1644.” Value originally about 12J cents; present value ficti-

tious.

TWENTY-FOUR SKILLING OF 1730.

20. Twenty-four Skilling of Christian VI., 1730. Obverse:

Dead of Cliristiau VI. Legend : “chrlstianvs vi.”

Reverse: The royal monogram, two “c’‘” and two “6’*” in-

terlaced, surmounted by a crown. I^-gend : “d. O. REX dan.

NORV. VAN. g.” Original value about 25 cents.
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21. Twenty-four Skilling of Frederick V. Obverse:

Crowned lion courant upon, and holding, a long curved battle-

axe. Legend: “24 .skilling danske 1757.” Exergue:

two hammers crossed.

TWENTY-FOUR SKILLING OF 1757.

Reverse: The royal monogram, two “f’®” and two “5’*”

interlaced, surmounted by a crown. Legend: “d. g. REX
DAN. NORV. VA. GO.” Original value about 25 cents; present

value fictitious.

TWENTY-FOUR SKILLING OF 1766.

22. Twenty-four Skilling of Christian VII. Obverse;

Same as that of No, 21.

Reverse: The royal monogram, two “c’®” and two “7’®”

TWENTY SCHILLING OF HOIi5TEIN, 1792.

interlaced. lA*gend : “d. g. dan. nor, VAN. GOT. REX.”

Original value about 25 cents.
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23. Twenty Skilling of 1792. Obverse: Head of Chris-

tian VII. Legend: “ Christianvs vu., d. g. da>*. >*oev. v.

G. REX.”

Reverse: “xx SCHILUXG 1792,” in four lines; suiroanded

by a laurel wreath. Original value 21 cents.

24. Twelve Skilling of 1722. Obverse: Head of Fred-

erik IV. Legend :
“ fbedericvs iv d. g. das. x. v. o. b.”

twelve skileiso of 1722.

Reverse : Crowned, heart-shaped shield, bearing the arms of

Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. Legend :
“ xil skilling

DANSKE, 1722.” Original value about 12J cents; intriasic

value 10 cents; present \*alue whatever numismatists fancy.

25.

Rigs-Bonk-Daler of 1841. Being the integer, or mone-

taiy’ unit, established by an edict of Christian VIII., this sil-

ver coin is the Rigs-Bank-Daler, or Dollar of the National

Bank of Denmark, and is just half the weight and value of

the old Specie Dollar. The smaller denominations of 32, 16

•and 8 Rigs-Bank-Skillings are therefore about one-sixth, one-

twelfth, and one-twenty-fourth of the old Specie Daler or

Ddlar. Since then the 4, 3, 2, and 1 Skilling pieces have

been added to the coinage, and are coined 250 fine. The
Specie-Daler, although no longer a unit or integer, still exists

as a coin at its former standard
;
but since 1875 (when Den-

mark adopted a new coinage, upon the gold standard, as legal

tender), has been almost swept out of circulation. Since 1875

this Rigs-Bank-Daler of 1841 has been a legal tender. ()!•-

verse: Head of Christian VIII. Legend: “cuuisfTl.vNVs

VliL D. G. D.vNix: v. G. REX.” Reverse: Crowned and quar-

tered shield similar to that described in No. 9. Legend above:
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“1 RIGS-BANK-DALER.” Exergue : “30 schilling COL’U-

ANT.” Weight: 222.936 grains. Fineness: 875. Value:

$0.56.2685.

26. Rigs-Daler of Freclerik VII., 1855. Obverse: Hcafl

of Freclerik VII. Legend: “ fredericvs vil, d. g. dania’.

V. G. REX.” Exergue: “1855.” Reverse: “1 rigsdaler ”

in the middle of field, in a half circle below “
18 J .ST : 1 w:

F: S:” (18^ pieces to make one Mark fine silver). The whole

surrounded by a heavy oak wreath. Weight : 222.936 grains.

Fineness: 875. Value: §0.56.2685.

27. Half Rigs-Daler of Frederik VII., of 1855. Obverse

and Reverse same as on No. 26, only in proportion to .size, and

instead of 1 Rigsdaler, “ \ rigsdaler” in two lines, and the

half circle below entirely omitted. Weight: 111.648 grain.«.

Fineness: 875. Value: §0.28.1342.

28. Rigs-Daler of Christian IX., of 1868 to 1874, inclusive.

Obverse: Head of Christian IX. I-icgend : “ciiristianvs

IX., D: G: DANLE V. O. REX.” Exergue: Date of the year

of issue. Reverse: “1 rigsd.\leu,” below in a half cirede

“18J 1 M:=F: s:” (18^ pieces equal to one Mark fine silver).

The whole surrounded by a heavy laurel wreath. Weight :

222.943 grains. Fineness: 875. Value: §1.55.5084.

29 Half Rigs-Daler of Christian IX., of 1868 to 1874 in-

clusive. Obverse: Same as No. 28. Rever.se: Same as No.

28, only “J rig.sda’ler” is substituted for “1 rigsdaler^

and the half circle below it is omitted. Weight: 111.473

graims. Fineness: 875. Value: §0.27.7542.

This completes all the silver coins of Denmark, up to the

latest edict of January 1st, 1875, when a new silver coinage was

ordered. The fineness of 875 was reduced to 800 fine silver and

200 copper. The unit to be a “Krone” or Crown, to weigh

7.500 grammes, Frencdi .standard, and to be 25 millimetres of

France in diameter. The Double Krone to weigh 15 grammes,

:ind be 31 millimetres in diameter. The Krone of 1875 to be

exchanged for 48 Skillings of 1868-1874, and the Double or

Two “Kroner” for one Rigs-Daler of 1868-1874.
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30. Double or Two Kroner of 1875 and since. Obverse:

Head of Cliristian JX. Legend: “Christian ix konge af
DAN.MAUK.” Exergue: “c. s.,” Engraver’s initials; “1875,”

and a small heart, Miut-mark of Copenhagen.

TWO KRONER OF 1875 AND SINCE.

Reverse : Crowned shield Waring the arms of Denmark,

three lions courarU, and nine hearts argent. To left of shield,

a fish; to the right, a spray of wheat. Exergue: “2 KRONER.”
Weight: 231.-480 grain-s. Fineness: 800. Value: §0.53.600.

31. Krone or Crown of 1875 and since. Obverse: Same a.s

No. 30. Reverse: Same as No. 30, only “1 kro.ne” is sub-

stituted for 2 Kroner. Weight: 165.740 grains. Fineness:

800. \Wlue: §0.26.800.
'\ his silver coinage is no longer a full legal fender; but is re-

ceivable for government taxes and private'debts, to the amount
of 20 Kroner, or §5.36 cents of our money. The Krone of

1875 is divided in 100 Oere instead of 48 Skillings as hereto-

fore.

BILLON COINS OF DENMARK.
1. One-third Rigs-Daler of .32 Skillings, of the Rigs-Bank.

Obverse: Head of Chri.stian VII I. Reverse: Crowned shield

of Denmark, etc. Weight: 94.584 grains. Fineness: 687.50.

V'alue: 18 cents.

2. One-sixth Rigs-Daler of 16 Skillings, of the Rigs-Bank.

Obverse: Head of Frenlerik VII. •
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Reverse: Crowned shield of Denmark, etc. Weight: 65.031

grains. Fineness: 500. Value: 9 cents.

16 SKILLING OF THE RIGS-BANK.

3.

One-twelfth Rigs-Daler of 8 Skillings, of the Rigs-Bank.

Obverse and Reverse same as No. 2. Weight: 32.530 grains.

Fineness: 500. Value: 4^ cents.

4. Eight Skilling Specie of 1788. Obverse: Head of Chris-

tian VII.

Reverse: Crowned shield of Denmark, etc. Value: 9 cents.

5. Four Specie Skilling of Christian VIII.

FOUR SPECIE SKILLING OF CHRISTIAN VIII.

Rev'crse: Crowned shield of Denmark, etc. Weight: 28.642

grains. Fineness: 250. Value: 2^ cents.

6.

Two Skilling of 1781. Obverse: Head of Christian

VII.
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Reverse: Crowned oval shield l)caring arms of Denmark.

Value; 2^ cents.

TWO SKILLING OF CHRISTIAN VII.

7.

Four Rigs-Bank Skilling of Christian VIII. Obverse:

Head of Christian VIII.

FOUR RIGS-BANK SKILLING OF CHRISTIAN VIII.

Reverse: A Crown; beneath sword and sceptre crossed.

Value: 4 cents.

8. 50 Oere piece of 1875 and since. Obverse: Head of Chris-

tian IX. Reverse: “50 oeres.” Weight: 77.160 grains.

Fineness: 600. Value: $0.13.350.

9. 40 Ocre Piece of 1875, and since. Obverse and Reverse:

Same as No. 8, only “40” instead of “50,” on Reverse.

Weight: 61.728 grains. Fineness: 600. Value: $0.10.700.

10. 25 Oere Piece of 1875, and since. Obverse and Reverse:

Same as No. 8, only “25” instead of “50,” on Reverse.

Weight reducctl to 37.345 grains, instead of 38.580, in e.xaet

proportion to the 50 Oere piece. Fineness: 600. Value:

$0.06.500.

11. 10 Oere Piece of 1875, and since. Obverse and Re-

verse: Same as No. 8, only “10” instead of “50,” on Re-

verse. Weight: 22.376 grains. Finene.ss, only 400. Value:

$0.02.700. The 50 Oere Piece is taken in exchange for 24

Skillings; the 40 for 20; the 24 for 12; tlie 10 for 5 Skillings.
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COPPER COINS OF DENMARK.
The old copper coins of Denmark, prior to 1875, are all

called in, and their value being entirely nominal, we only men-

tion that they formerly passed for 1 Rigs-Bank Skilling, and its

parts, the one-fifth and one-sixth. The coins all bear their

value upon the Reverse. The 2 Courant Skilling of 1810 still

circulates to some extent, and is known by its monogram, “f.

R.,” interlaced, and upon the Reverse: “2 Skilling Courant.”

It is current for 4 Rigs-Bank Skillings, valued at about 2}

cents. The new and only legal tender copper coins are the 5, 2

and 1 Oere of 1875, and since.

1. 5 Oere Piece. Obverse: Christian IX. Reverse: Large

“5 OERE,” in two lines, the letter O has a dart through it; to

the left, a fish
;

to the right, a spray of wheat. Weight: 123-

.456 grains. Composition, 95 parts copper, 4 parts tin, and 1

part zinc. Value: $0.01.370.

2. 2 Oere Piece. Obverse and Reverse: Same as No. 1, only

“2” instead of “5” on Reverse. Weight: 61.728 grains.

Value, about half a cent.

3. 1 Oere, same as No. 1, only “ 1 ” instead of “5,” on Re-

verse. Weight: 30.864 grains. Value, one-fourth of a cent.

DANISH POSSESSIONS.
SILVER COIN.4GE.

In the Danish West Indies up to 1859 the Skilling was cur-

TWENTY SKILEIXa OF 1845.

rent, since then the Dollar has been adopted as the integer, and

the cent as its fraction.
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1. 20 Skilling of 1845. Obverse: Crowned shield, with

arms of Denmark.

Reverse: “xx skilling lan.sk amerikansk mynt” (20

shillings Danish-American Money). Exergue :“ 1845.^’ Weight:

75.186 grains. Fineness: 625. Value: 13 cents.

2. 12 Skilling of 1767. Obverse: Head of Frederik VI.

TWELVE SKILLING OF 1767.

Reverse: Ship partly under .sail; beneath, 1767. Legend:

“XII SKILL. DANSKE AMERICANSK M.” Weight: 40.120

grains. Fineness: 600. Value: 7 cents.

3.

6 Skilling of 1850. Obverse : Crowned shield, with arms

of Denmark.

SIX SKILLING OF 1850. TWO SKILLING OF 1842.

Reverse: “vi skilling lansk. amer. mynt.” Weight:

20.055 grains. Fineness : 625. Value: 3 cents.

4. 20 Cent Piece of Frederik VII. Obverse: Head of

Frederik VII. Legend: “frederik vii. konge af. dan-

mark” {Frederik IT/., King of Denmark). Exergue:
“ 1859.” Res’erse: Ship under sail. lA'gcnd : “danskvest
INDISK moent” (DoriisA West India Money). Exergue: “20

CF.NTS.” V'eight: 108 grains. Fineness: 700. Value: 20

(«nts.

5. 10 Cent] Piece of Frederik VII. Obverse: Same as No.

4. Reverse: Three sugar canes. Legend: “dansk vi^sT

INDISK moent” (DariisA West India Money). Exergue: “10
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CENTS.” Weight: 54 grains. Fineness: 700. Value: 10

cents.

6. 5 Cent Piece. Obverse and Reverse : Same as No. 4,

only “ 5 cents ” instead of “ 20,” on Exergue upon Reverse.

Weight: 27 grains. Fineness: 700. Value: 5 cents.

7. 3 Cent Piece. Obverse: Head of Fredcrik VII. Re-

verse : Large “ 3,” beneath “ CENTS.” Legend :
“ DANSK

VE.ST INDISK moent” {Danish West India Money). Edge,

plain. Weight: 17 grains. Fineness: 700. Value: 3 cents.

The 20, 10, 5, and 3 Cent Pieces of Denmark are now coined

with the head of Christian IX. upon the Obverse. Legend

:

“CHRISTIAN IX. KONGE. AF DANMARK ” {Christian IX., King

of Denmark)

;

but are in other re.spects the same as the coins

of like value but earlier 'date, numbers 4, 5, 6, and 7, as de-

scribed above

ECUADOR
The Republic of Ecuador became an independent State in

1831. It derives its name from the fact that its territory lies

immediately beneath the equator. In 1833 a Mint was es-

tablishe<l at Quito, the capital, and coins issued in conformity

in their divisions to the Spanish money, the unit being the

dollar of eight reals. In 1858 Ecuador adopted the French

standard. The coinage of Ecuador is very limited, and often

faulty.

GOLD COINS OF ECUADOR.

1. The Doubloon, or Onza de Oro of 8 Escudos, or 16 Peso.‘j.

Obverse: Head of Liberty with “libertad” inscribed upon

a band around it. Legend :
“ ed poder en i..\ constitk-

cion” {The Power in the Constitution). Exergue: “21 Q^”

(21 Quilates; meaning: 20.28 Carats, {BIO) fine). Date of the

year of issue, and “8 e” (8 Escudos or 16 Dollars).

Reverse: Two mountains; upon one is a castle, and upon

the other a condor; in the background a volcano; above is the
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sun, with the signs of the ZcKliac, and seven stars. Legend:
“repubi.ica del pxuadou.” Exergue: “Quito.’’ “m. v.”
{Mint-mark and Minl-nuuster’s initials). Weight: 416.673
grains. Fineness: 870. Value: §15.61.3354.

2. The Doubloon of 1865 and since. Obverse: Head of
(jcneral Bolivar. Legend: “elpoderen la constituciox.”
Exergue: Date of the year of issue. “21 q».” Reverse:
Oval shield bearing the arms of Ecuador; above it a condor
with outstretcluxl wings : four flags saltiere wise

;
oak branches

to the left of shield, and palm branches to the right. Legend:
“republica del ECUADOR.” Exergue: “ Quito” and“G. j.”

{Mird-mmter's initials). At the left of shield and flags “8,” at
the right “e” (8 Escudos). Weight: 416.673 grains. Fine-
ness: 870. Value: §15.61.3354.

3. Half Doubloon or Half Onza de Oro of 4 Escudos or 8
Pesos. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 208.336 grains. Fine-
ness: 870. Value: §7.80.6677.

half doubloon or half oxza. pistole of 1835.

4 Quarter Doubloon or Pistole. Obverse : A female bust,
t It lair confined by a band upon which is inscribed “ libertad.”

Ecuador ex colu.mbia.” Exergue : “ quito.”
Reverse: Two mountain peaks, upon each of which is ))erchetl
a condor; above is the sun. Ijcgend : “el poder ex la cox-
stituciox.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight:
101.168 grains. Finenes.s: 870. Value: §3.90.

5. Eighth of a Doubloou. Obverse : Fasces, arrow and
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bows, surrounded by liorns of plenty, occupying the field. Le-

gend and Exergue, same as No. 4.

EIGHTH OK A DOUBLOON OR HALF PISTOLE.

Reverse: Same as No. 4. This coin has been struck with

great irregularity as to size and weight, and its value varies

from $1.78 to $1.95.

SILVER COINS OF ECUADOR.
1. The Peso or Dollar of 8 Reales of 1831. Obverse: Head

of a female witli a band arouiul the hair, upon it “libertad.”

Legend :
“ EL PODER EN LA C'OXSTITUCION.” Exerguo

:

“1831.” Weight: 416.673 grains. Fineness: 875 and some-

times 900. Value: $1.04 to $1.07^. This coin is \cry .scarce

and out of general circulation for years. Among collectors of

coins it brings a very high premium.

2. The Pe.so or Dollar of 1846. Obverse: Head of Lilierty,

with “libertad” inscribed upon liberty cap. Legend: “el
PODER EN la CONSTITUCION.” Exergue : “1846.”

PESO OF EIGHT REALES OF ECUADOR, 1846 TO 1858.

Reverse: Arms and ensigns of Ecuador. Legend : “repub-
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LICA DEL ECUADOR.” Exergue : “QUITO.” “g. J.” “8 R.”

^Veigllt : 416.673 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.07-

.3300.

In 1857 a Macuquino Piaster of 4 Reals or 8 Decimos was

struck at Quito; it was a compromise between the former coin-

age of Ecuador and the new 5 Franc Piece of 25 grammes, and

was coined to weigh 20 grammes. Its coinage has been very

limited.

3. The Macuquino Piaster of 1857. Obverse: Head of

Liberty. Legend: “el poder e.n la constitucton.” Ex-

ergue: the date “1857,” and “8 Ds” (8 Decimos; meaning: 8

Tenths). Rcver.se: Tiie arms and ensigns of Ecuador. Legend

:

“republica del ECUADOR.” Exergue : “qltto. o. j.;” at

the left of the shield “4” and at the right “ R.” Weight: 308-

.646 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.78.9975.

In 1858 Ecuador joined the Latin Monetary Union and re-

duced its Dollar to the standard of the Five Franc Piece of

France.

4. The Cinquo Francos Piece of 1858 and since. Obverse:

Head of Liberty, heavier in face than No. 2. No in.scription

on band. Legend: “el poder en i.a constitucion.” Ex-

ergue: “ 1858. 0.900” (900 fine). Reverse: Arms and ensigns

of Ecuador. Legend: “repubmca del ECUADOR.” Ex-

ergue: “ QUITO, o. J.” Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: S0.96L

5. 2 Reals of 1835. Obverse: Head of Liberty. Legend:
“ REPUBLICA DEL ECUADOR.”

• TWO REALES OF ECUADOR, 1835.

Reverse: Two mounLiin poak.s, a condor pe'rched on each;
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sun above, at the left “2;” right “k.” Legend : “el poleu

EN LA CONSTITUCION.” Value nominal at 24 to 25 cents.

The remainder of the circulation of silver and copper coins

is supplied by the neighboring republics. Mexican copfxirs

are most abundant.

FRANCE.
France is famous for the amount of her specie circulation,

especially in silver. There is no country in the world which

compares with France in the amount of coinage, and possesses

as many Mints. The Mint of Paris is known by the letter A.

(During the Commune of 1870, the Mint-mark of Paris was

the letter A, between an oak leaf, an anchor, and a trident.)

A. A, is the Mint-mark of Metz; A. and M. interlocked:

Marseilles. A. R: Arras. B: Rouen. Band and acorn:

Boulogne. B. B : Strasbourg. C : St. Loo, near Caen. C.

C: Besancon. D: Lyons. E: Tours. F: Angers. G:
Poitiers. II : La Rochelle. I : Limoges. K : Bordeaux.

L. L: Lille. M: Toulouse. N: Montpelier. O: St. Pour-

cain. P: Dijon. Q: Chalon sur Saone. R: Villeneuve.

S: Noyes. T: St. Mcnhold. X: Villefranche. Y: Bour-

ges. Z : Dauphine. & : Provence. 9 : Resmes. 9 9

:

Nantes.

The coins struck by the French during their (K^cupation of

Geneva, in Switzerland, bear the Mint-mark of “G” and a

lion. During Napoleon’s reign in Italy the coins struck in

Milan bear the letter “ M ” and an inverted cup
;
those coined

in Rome, the letter “ R” with a crown and a wolf; and tho.se

of Venice, the letter “V”and an anchor. During the occu-

pation of Holland some coins were minted in Utrecht, and they

bear the Mint-mark of two fishes.

In France the unit of money is the Franc, equal to 19,

cents United States money. The standard is double, gold and

2M
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silver. The weight of pure metal in the gold coins, as com-

pared with that in the silver legal tender coins of the same

denomination, is fixed /aw, at 1 to 15J; making the legal

value of the gold coins 15J times that of silver coins of the

same weight and fineness.

When the market value of gold relatively to silver is less

than the legal ratio (which has been the case for fourteen years,

1853 to 1866, since the discovery and opening of the gold

fields of California and Australia, the market ratio for this

period having averaged 15} to 1), the legal tender «/t’er coins

of France have a smaller legal value, as against gold coins, than

they command in open market; and are, therefore, either

hoarded, remelted, or otherwise kept from circulation.

When the market value of gold as against silver is greater

than 15 J to 1, the legal ratio, the gold coinage of France must

be driven from general circulation, except at a premium, and

silver becomes the prevailing monetary medium. This was

the case in France for a series of years just j)rior to 1849; the

value of gold as against silver, in the markets of Europe, for

the twenty-nine years from 1820 to 1848, having averaged

about 15| to 1.

The legal tender gold and silver coinages have the same

degree of fineness
;
that is, nine-tenths fine, or 900 ])arts of pure

metiil and 1(X) parts alloy.

In addition to the legal-tender coins of gold and silver, there

was estJiblished in 1865, by the monetary convention of that

year, concludcrl between France, Belgium, Italy, and Switzer-

land, a subsidiary silver coinage, of less intrinsic value than

the legal tender silver coinage of like denomination. In this

new or subsidiary coinage the ireighl of the piec'es was left the

same as that of the (rorres[)onding legal tender silver coinage,

but the fineness of the metal was nnicii reduced; the new coins

containing only 835 j)artsof pure metal to 165 parts alloy; they

are a legal tender in their n*sj>ective countries of issue for

fifty francs (alxnit 5?10) in payment of all private dues, and to

any amount for public bixes; they are also received for taxes
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in sums of 100 francs (about $20) or less by other countries

of the convention.

The silver Five Franc Piece of France is, therefore, the

only silver coin which is a legal tender in all amounts.

This magnificent edifice, 360 feet long on the principal facade,

and 80 feet in height, presenting three stories, having 25 open-

ings for windows and doors, was constructed from plans fur-
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nished by Jacques Denis Antoine, and is perhaps the hncst

ornament of the left bank of the Seine. The establishment

consists of eight district courts, surrounded by buildings de-

voted to coinage, or the administration of the public service in

connection with the operations of the Mint.

The first stone of this great structure was laid May 30th,

1771, by the Abbe Terray, Comptroller General of the Fi-

nances to Louis XV. The old Mint was situated in a street

called *‘De La Mormaie," opposite the Pont Neuf.

GOLD COINS OF FRANCE.

1. The Double Louis D’or, of 1786 to 1792, of I^ouis XVI.
Obverse: Head of Louis XVI. Xicgend: “lud. xvi. D. o.

FR. ET NAV. REX,” that is, LUPOVICUS XVI. DeI GrATIA

Francia ET Navarra Rex; meaning: Louis XVI., by the

Grace of God, King of France and Navarre.

DOUBLE LOUIS d’oR OF LOUIS X\^., 1786 TO 1792.

Reverse: The arms of France of the Bourbon family and

Navarre, with a crown over them. Legend: “curls, rkgx.

VINC. IMPER, 1786 ” {Christus regnat, viucit, imperat; meaning:

Chrisl reigns, conquers, governs). Under the arms is a letter,

the mark of the Mint where the piece was coined. Weight

:

235 graiu.s. Fineness: 901. Value: $9.11.900.

2. Double Louis D’or of 1792, of Louis XVI. Obverse:

Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Two sceptres, saltiere wdse, a crowned lily of

France in each angle
;

in the middle the Mint-mark, “ M,” of
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Toulouse. Legend; Same as No, 1. Weight: 235 grains.

Fineness: 901. Value: $9.11.900.

DOUBLE IX)UI8 d’oR OP LOUIS XVI., 1792.

3. IjOuis D’or of 1726 to 1773 of Louis XV. Obverse:

Head of Louis XV. Legend; Same as No. 1.

LOUIS D’oK of LOUIS XV.

Reverse : Same as No, 1 ,
except that the shields are oval and

distinctly separated, ’Weight: 124 grains. Fineness: 897.

Value: $4.79 cents.

4. Louis D’or of Louis XVL, of 1786 to 1790. Obverse;

Same as No. 1.

LOUIS d’or of LOUIS XVI., FROM 1786 TO 1790.

Reverse; Same as No. 3, except a double united shield in-

stead of the oval, similar to No. 1. Weight: 116.500 grains.

Fineness: 900, Value: $4.51.600.
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The Louis D’ors of Louis XVI.; struck in the year 1792;

have on the obverse the Head of Louis XVI., with the Ijc-

geud: “LOUIS XVI., KOI i>ES {Louis XVI., King

of the French). Reverse: The genius of Frunee, writing the

Constitution, on a tablet, resting on a pillar, with a cock on one

side, and on the other the fasces and cap of lil>erty. Legend :

“ KEOXE EE LA Loi ” {Reign of the Law); and at the bottom,

“i.’av 4 DE LA likerte” {The year 4 of liberty). Value:

8 1.51.GOO.

The Louis D’or of 1793 has on the Obverse: A crown of

oak leaves containing the words: “24 livres.” Legend:
“ REPUBLIQUE FRAX^OISE l’ax II.” {French Republic, second

year). Reverse: “regne de la iah ” {Reign of the lavi).

Value: $4.51.600.

5. 100 Franc Piece of Napoleon III. Obverse: Head of

Napoleon III. Legend: “napoleon iii empereur” {Na-

poleon III., Emperor). Reverse: Two .sceptres, saltiere wise

through a square shield, bearing an eagle, and surrounded by

an order chain
;

the drapery sus|)ended from a crown, and

forming a canopy behind the shield and sceptres; to the left of

it “ 100,” to the right “ FR.” Legend :
“ empire fp.axqais.”

E.vergue: Date of the year of issue. \Veight: 497.816 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $19.30;

6. 100 Franc Piece of the Republic. Obverse: Head of

Liberty. Legend :
“ repurlique FRAN5AI.SE.” At the left

of head of Liberty: hisces; at the right: an olive branch.

Reverse: Laurel and oak wreath surrounding: “100

FRANCS,” in two lines. I^egend :
“ liberte. egalite. fra-

TERNITE.” F.Kergue: Djite of the year of i.ssue. Weight:

497.816 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $19.30.

7. 60 Franc Piece of Napoleon III. Obverse: Same as

No. 6. Reverse : Same as No. 5, with the exception of “ 60

francs” being substituted for 100 Francs. Weight: 248.908

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $9.65.

8. 60 Franc Piece of the Republic. Obverse: Same as No.

6. Reverse: Same as No. 6, with the exception of “60
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FUAXCs” being substituted for 100 Francs. Weight; 248.908

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $9.65.

9.

40 Franc Piece of tlie Republic. Obverse: Head of Na-

poleon I. Legend: “BONAPARTE PREMIER CONSUL” (J5ona-

iparte first Consul).

40 FRANC PIECE OF THE REPUBLIC.

Reverse; “40 francs” in two lines, surrounded by two

laurel branches. Legend: “ republique FRANgAlSE.” Ex-

ergue: “ l’an 13” (13tA year of the Republic). Weight: 199-

.1235 grains. Finene.ss: 900. Value: $7.72.

10. 40 Franc Piece of Napoleon I. Obver.se: Laureated

head of Napoleon I. Legend: “NAPOLEON EMPEREUR.”

Reverse :
“ 40 francs,” in two lines, surrounded by two laurel

branches. Legend: “empire fran'9AI.s” {French Empire).

Weight: 199.1235 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $7.72.

11. 40 Franc Piece of Charles X. Obverse: Head of

Charles X. Legend : “CHARLES x roispde France” {Charles

X., King of France). Reverse: Crowned square shield with

three Bourbon lilies, surrounded by two laurel branches. Ex-

ergue: “1830.” Weight: 199.1235 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $7.72.

12. 20 Franc Piece of the Republic. Obverse: The genius

of France, writing upon a tablet, the word: “ con.stitution

to the left of him: fasces; to the right: a cock. Legend:
“ REPUBLIQUE FRANgAlSE.”

Reverse: “20 francs,” in two lines, surrounded by oak and
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laurel branches. I^cgend :
“ mhert^ egalitA fraterxit^.”

Weight: 99.561 graias. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

20 FRANC piece OF THE REPUBLIC.

13. 20 Franc Piece of Napoleon I. Obverse; Head of Na-

poleon I. Legend: “napoleon e.mpereur.”

20 franc piece of napoleon I.

Reverse: “20 francs,” in two lines. Legend: “empire
FRAN5AIS.” E.xergue: “1812.” Weight: 99.561 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

14. 20 Franc Piece of Louis XVIII. Obverse: Head of

Louis XVIII. Legend :
“ Louis xviii. ROi de France.”

20 franc piece of louis xviii., 1814 to 1824.

Reverse: Shield bearing the arms of Anjou (three lilie.s), sur-

movinted by a crown, and inclosed between two branches of

laurel, cro.ssed. Ix?gend: “piece de 20 francs” (20 Franca

piece). Exergue: Hate of the^year of issue. On the outer
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edge to prevent mutilation the following Legend :
“ domine

SAEVUM FAC regem” {0 Lord save the King). Weight: 99-

.561 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §3.86.

15.

20 Franc Piece of Charles X. Obverse: Bust of Charles

X. Legend: “CHARLES x roi de France” {Charles X. King

of France).

20 FRANC PIECE OF CHARLES X., 1824 TO 1830.

Reverse: Crowned shield bearing the arms of Anjou. No
Legend. E.\ergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 99.561

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

16.

20 Franc Piece of Louis Philippe. Obverse: Head of

Louis Philippe facing to the left. Legend : “louis philippe

ROI DES FRAN^Als” {Lonis Philippe, King of the French).

20 FRANC PIECE OF IX)UIS PHILIPPE FROM 1831 TO 1848.

Reverse: “20 francs;” immediately beneath, the date of the

year of issue, inclosed in a wreath compo.sed of two branches

of laurel crossed. On the outer edge: “dieu protege la

France” {God protects France). Weight: 99.561 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

17.

20 Franc Piece of the Republic. Obverse: Head of

Ceres facing to the right; at the left of the head: fasces
;
at

the right: an olive branch. Legend: “ repuri.ique fran-

(;aise.” The coins minted during the Republic of 1848-1852
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are distinguisliable from those of 1830—1831, that above the

head of Ceres and between the words “ republique fran-

9AISE,” in the former, there is a prominent star.

20 FRANC PIECE OF THE REPUBLIC FROM 1848 TO 1852.

Reverse: “20 francs:” immediately beneath the date of

year of issue, the whole in three distinct lines, surrounded by

a heavy laurel wreath. Legend: “LiBERTf: EOALiTfi

FRATERNiTf:.” Oil the outer edge :
“ lieu protege la

France” {God 'protects France). Weight: 99.561 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

18. 20 Franc Piece of February 24th and 25th, 1848.

Obverse: The genius of France writfng upon a tablet which

liears the inscription : “24, 25 Fev. 1848 ” (24 and 25 Fevrier,

1848). Fasces and a cock at either side of device. Ijcgend :

“republique FRAN9AISE.” Reverse: “20 francs 1848,”

inclosed in a wreath of oak leaves. Legend: “ LiBERTf:

EGALiTf: fraternite.” On the outer edge: “dieu protege

lafrancp:” {God protects France). Weight: 99.561 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §3.86.

20 franc piece of napoleon III. from 1852 to 1856.

19. 20 Franc Piece of the .second empire. Obverse: Head

of Napoleon III. Lr'gend : “napoleon hi e.mpereur.”
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Reverse: “20 francs/’ and the date of tlie year of issue,

in three distinct lines, surrounded by laurel branches, crossed.

Legend: “ empire franqais.” Weight : 99.561 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §3.86.

20. 20 Franc Piece of Napoleon III., from 1857 to 1870.

Obverse: Laureateil head of Napoleon III. Legend :“ napo-

leon III EMPEREUR.” Reverse: Two sceptres, saltier wise,

through a square shield, bearing the French eagle perched,

and surrounded by a chain of the grand order of the “ Letfion

J/honneur’’ [Legion of Honor), the drapery suspended from a

crown and forming a canopy, behind the shield, a sceptre. “ 20

francs” at either side of shield. Exergue: “Date of the

year of issue.” Weight: 99.561 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value : §3.86.

21. 20 Franc Piece of the Republic, from 1870 to the present

clay. Obverse: Head of Ceres, Fasces to left of it, and olive

branch to the right of it. Legend :
“ republique francaise.”

Reverse :
“ 20 fr.\ncs,” surrounded by oak and laurel

branches, crossed and tied. Legend :
“ egalit£ libert£ fra-

TERNiTf:.” Exergue: “ Date of the year of issue.” Weight:

99.516 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §3.86.

The 10 Franc Pieces of Louis XVI., 1774 to 1789, of the

first Republic of 1789 to 1800; of Napoleon as Consul up to

1804; as Emperor from 1804 to 1814; of Louis XVIII.,
from 1814 to 1824; of Charles X., from 1824 to 1830; of

the second Revolution, 1830; of Louis Philippe, from 1830

to 1848; of the third Revolution and Republic of 1848 to

10 FRANC PIECES OF THE REPUBLIC ANII NAPOLEON III.

1852; of Napoleon TIT. as Emperor, 1853 to 1870, and of

the present Republic, are similar in devices and Legends on
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Obverse and Reverse, to the 20 Franc Pieces of their respec-

tive periods, with the exception that the figure 10 is substituted

for “20.”

The weight of the 10 Franc Pieces of France, is 49.769

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.93. The 5 Franc Pieces

of France of the different perio<ls already mentioned in the

preceding paragraphs, corresjwnd with the devices and Legends

on tlie Obverse and Reverse of the 20 and 10 Franc Pieces,

with the exception of the figure “ 5 ” being substituted for the

“ 20 ” and “ 10.”

5 FRANC PIECE OF NAPOLEON III.

The weight of the Five Franc Piece of France, of the

different periods, is 24.876 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.96J.

During the Revolution and anarchy of 1790 to 1793, a

Six Franc Piece was struck of gold, of 885 to 902 fine, weigh-

ing 29.750 to 29.8495 grains. Obverse: A Senator in his

long robe, and a citizen in his sans-cuUoUes dress, holding a plat-

form on which stands the goddess of reason and liberty.

I.«egend: “ DU SENAT EX DU peuple ” {Of the Senate and of

the People).

SIX FRANC PIECE OF THE FIRST REVOLUTION.

Reverse; “six francs,” surrounded by a heavy oak and

laurel wreath, intertwined. Weight; from 29.750 to 29.8495

grains. Fineness: 885 to 900. Value varying from §1.08 to

§1.16^.
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SILVER COINS OF FRANCE.
1. Crown or Ecu of Six Livres or Francs of Louis XVI.

Obverse : Bust of Louis XIV. Legend :
“ lvd xiiil. D. G. FR.

ET. NA. RE,” {Ludovicus XIIIL Dd Gratiae Franciae et

Navarrae Rex) {Louis XIV., by the grace of God, of France

and Navarre King). Exergue: “1690.”

CROWN OR ECU OF LOUIS XIV.

Reverse ; Eight L’s, so placed as to form a cross potent, each

two L's surmounted by a crown; the lily of Anjou in each angle

of the cross
;
in the centre of the cross a com' {The Mint-mark of

Beam, abolished since 1789). Legend: “cnRis regn vino

imp” {Christas regneit, vincit, imperat; meaning: Christ rdgns.

CROWN OR ECU OF LOUIS XIV.

conquers, governs). Weight: 452.545 grains. Fineness: 902.

Value: $1.10.800.
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2. Crown or Ecu of liouis XIV. Obverse; Bust of Louis

XIV. Ix;gend : Same as No. 1. No Exergue.

Reverse: Three crowns placed in a triangle, the Mly of Anjou

between each crown. In the centre of the crowns, the letter

“II,” the Mint-mark of Rochelle. Legend: “sit nomen
DOMINI BENEDICTUM ” {Blessed be the name of the Lord).

Around the edge: “DO.MINE .SAI.VUM FAC REGEM ” (0 Lord,

‘

save the King). Weight : 452.545 grains. Fineness : 902.

Value: $1.10.800.

CROWN OR ECU OF LOUIS XV.

3. Crown or Ecu of Louis XV. Obverse: Youthful bust

of IvOuis XV. lA-gond: “l.UD. XV. D. G. FR. ET. NAV. REX.”

Reverse: Cross potent, with crowns and the lilies of Anjou

CROWN OR ECU OF LOUIS XV. OF 1765.

in the angles. Legend: “sit nomen DOMINI benedictum”
{Blessed be the name of the Lord). .\rf>und the e<lgo; “ IX)-
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MINE SALVUM FAC REGEM ” {0 Lord, save the King).

Weight: 452.545 grains. Fineness: 902. Value: $1.10.800.

4. Crown or Ecu of Louis XV. Obverse: Head of Louis

XV., full face. Legend : Same as No. 3.

Reverse: Oval shield bearing the arms of Anjou, surmounted

by a crown, surrounded by laurel branches, crossed and tied.

Legend: “sit nomen pomine benedkttum. 1765.'’ Exergue:

Letter K, the Mint-mark of Bordeaux. Weight: 452.545

grains. Fineness: 902. Value: $1.10.800.

CROWN OR ECU OF LOUIS XVI.

5. Crown or Ecu of Louis XVI. Obverse : Head of Louis

XVI. Legend: “ LOUIS xvi ROi des FRANgois” {Louis

XVI., King of the French). Exergue: “1790.”

CROWN OR ECU OF LOUIS XVI.

Reverse : Same as No. 4. Weight : 452.545 grains. Fine-

ness : 902. Value: $1.10.800.
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6. Crown or Ecu of Louis XVI. Obverse: Same as No. 5.

Reverse : Same as No. 5. Weight: 452.545 grains. Fine-
ness: 902. Value: §1.10.800.

7. Crown or Ecu of the First Republic. Obverse: Tlie
genius of France, writing upon a tablet, upon which is already
inscribed the word “constitution;” at right of it, a cock; at
the left, fasces and a star. Legend: “regne de ea loi ”

{Reign of the Law). Exergue: “l’an 5 de la libekte”
{Fifth year of Liberty).

FIVE FRANC PIECE OF THE REPUBLIC.

8.

live Franc Piece of the First Republic. Obverse:

CROWN OR ECU OF THE FIRST REPUBLIC, 1793.

Reverse: “six LIVRES.” “a” {Six Livies or Francs, and
the letter ’ the Mint-mark of Paris). Surrounded by a
heavy oak wreath. Legend: “republique fran^oise.”
Exergue: “ l’an ii”

(
Year second of the Rejmblic). Weight:

452.545 grains. Fineness: 902. Value: §1,10.800.
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Hercules joining the hands of Liberty and Equality. Le<re„d :

“UNION ET force” {Union and Force), {In union there u
strength).

Reverse: “5 francs.” “l’an 6” (Year six of the
Republic). Surrounded by oak and laurel branches, crossed
and tied. Legend: “ REPUblique fran^aise.” Exerane:
Ivetter “A,” mint-mark of Paris. Weight: 385.808 grains
Fineness: 900. Value: §0.961. The edge of this piece
liears the Legend: “ nationale garantie” {National Guar-
antee).

9. 5 Franc Piece of Napoleon I., as Consul. Obverse:
Head of Napoleon I. Legend: “Bonaparte premier
CONSUL ” {Bonaparte first Consul).

Reverse: “5 francs,” surrounded by laurel branchas
crossed and tied. Legend :

“ repubi.ique fran^aise.” Ex-
ergue: “i/an XI ” {Year Eleven of the Republic). Weight-
385.808 grains. Fineness : 900. Value: §0.96J.

10. 5 Franc Piece of Napoleon I., as Emperor. Obverse:
Head of Napoleon I. Legend: “napoleon empereur.”

Reverse: “5 francs,” surrounded by laurel
crossed and tied. Legend: “empire fran^ais
Empire). Exergue: “1812.”
Fineness: 900. Value: $0.96 J.

11. 5 Franc Piece of Louis XVIII
2N

branches,

{French
Weight

: 385.808 grains

Obverse: Bust of
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Ivoiiis XVIII. Legend: “ Louis xviii ROi DE France”
{Louis XVIII., King of France).

FIVE FRANC PIECE OF LOUIS XVIII.

Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing the arms of Anjou, sur-

rounded by laurel branches, crossed and tied. Legend

:

“piece de 5 francs” {Piece of five francs). Exergue:

1814. Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

?0.96J.

12. 5 Franc Piece of Charles X. Obverse: Head of

Charles X. Legend : “Charles x roi de France.”

6 FRANC piece OF CHARLES X.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing the arms of Anjou, sur-

roiindwl by two laurel branches, crossed and tied. Exergue:

“ 1830.” Weight: 385.808 grains. Finene.ss: 900. Value:

?0.96J.

13. 5 Frank Piece of Ix>uis Philippe. Obverse: Head of
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Louis Philippe facing to the right. Legend; “ Louis

PHILIPPE ROI DES FRANyAlS.” *

Reverse: “5 francs 1843,” surrounded by laurel branches,

crossed and tied. No Legend. Weight : 385.808 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §0.96J.

5 FRANC PIECE OF LOUIS PHILIPPE I.

14. 5 Franc Piece of the Republic, 1848 to 1852. Obverse;

Hercules joining the hands of Liberty and Equality. I^egend :

“ LIBERTiO EOALITfe FRATERNITY.” Reverse: “5 FRANCS,”

and date of issue, stirrouiuled by oak and laurel branches,

crossed and tied. Legend :
“ republique franqaise.” Ex-

6 fra.nc pifxie of the republic, 1848.

ergue: Letter “a,” Mint-mark of Paris. Weight: 385.808

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.96 J. The Legend:
“ DIEU PROTEGE LA FRANCE,” with three stars, ap|M?ars raised

on the eelge, a guard against mutilation. The piece resembles
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in part the Five Franc Piece of the First Republic. See No. 8,

1793.

15. 6 Franc Piece of the Republic. Obverse: Head of Ceres

facing to the left. Legend :
“ kepublique FRANgAiSE.”

Reverse: “5 francs 1848,” surrounded by a heavy oak and

laurel wreath. Legend :
“ REPUBLIQUE FRANyAiSE.” Ex-

ergue : “A.” Mint-mark of Paris. Weight: 385.808 grains*.

Fineness: 900. Value: §0.96^.

16. 5 Franc Piece of Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, as President

of, the Republic, 1849. Obverse: Head of Louis Napoleon.

Legend :
“ Louis napoleon Bonaparte.”

6 FRANC PIECE OF LOTHS NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 1819.

Reverse :
“ 5 FRANCS 1849,” surrounded by oak and laurel

branches, crossed and tietl, Tvegend :
“ liberte EG.xi.iTf:

FRATERMTE.” Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: ?^.96L

17.

In 1850, there were struck at the Mint in Paris 5 Franc

Pieces of the Republic, under Tx»uis Napoleon Bonaparte, as

President. Obverse: Same as illustration No. 15. Reverse:

Same as No. 16, except change of the date to 1850. M eight

:

385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: 80.961.

In 1851 there were struck at the mint in Paris 5 Franc

Pieces similar in a]>pearance to No. 15. A slight change was

made in the die representing the head of Napoleon III. One

of the pattern pieces was brought to the palace for approval,

but Louis Napoleon, having his attention directed to some other
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affairs of state, forgot all about the new pattern for a few days.

When he came to examine it, he noticed a lock of hair curled

forward near tlic temple, which much displease<l him, and he

gave orders to have the die altcretl. The Director of the

Paris Mint, taking his sileuce for consent, had commenced the

issue, and of the 26,000 pieces coined, twenty-tliree Five Franc

Pieces couhl not be withdrawn from circulation. These coins

arc called the “Piece de Cinq Francs a la mcclie {Piece of five

Francs tcilh the curled lock of hair), are highly prized by the

numismatists of Europe, often bringing 300 to 400 Francs

(60 to 80 Dollars) apiece.

In 1862 only a few Five Franc Pieces were issued; they are

similar to the pieces of 1851, with Louis J\a{x)leon as President

of the French Republic. The pieces of 1850, 1851 and 1852

are <listinguishable from the other coinages of the French Re-

public, by having on the Obverse four branches of laurel and

oak intertwined, instead of two. The ends are crossed and

tied with a riblxm in a bow, and all four are plainly visible.

5 FRANC PIECE OF NAPOLEON III.

18. 5 Franc Piece of Napoleon III. as Emperor. Obverse:

Head of Napoleon III. Legend: “napoleon in. .em-

PEREDR.”

Reverse: Two sceptres, saltiere wise, through a circular shield^

bearing the French eagle, perched on fasces, and surrounded by

the chain of the order Pe/jion d'Honneur, from which is sus-

pended the grand cross of the Legion of Honor; the drapery
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Hii8j)ended from a crown above, forming a canopy behind the

shield and sceptres; at the left “5,” at the right “ F” (5 Francs).

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 385.808 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.96|.

19. 5 Franc Piece of the Republic of 1870. Obverse: Large

head of Ceres. Legend: “bepublique FRANyAiSE.” Re-

verse: “5 EBANCS, 1870,” surrounded by oak and laurel

branches, crossed and tied. Legend: “bepublique kban-

yALSE.” Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

S0.96|.

20. 5 Franc Piece of the Republic from 1871 and since.

Obverse : Hercules joining the hands of Liberty and Equality.

Legend: “libert£ egalit£ fratersitk.”O

5 FRANC PIECE OF THE REPUBLIC OF 1871 AND SINCE.

Reverse: “5 Francs,” and the date of the year of issue.

Legend: “BEPUBLIQUE FRANyAiSE.” Exergue : The Mint-

mark. Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

S0.96|.

On the edge the device bears the Legend :
“ dieu protege

LA prance” {God protects France), a guard against mutilation ,

of the coin. »

21.

Two Franc Piece of the first Republic. Obverse: Large

head of Ceres. Ijpgend: “bepublique FRANyAiSE.”

Reverse: “2 francs,” surrounded by a laurel wreath. Le-

gend: “libeut/: EOALiTf: FRATERNITY.” Weight: 154.323

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.38.6.
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Two Franc Piece of Napoleon I., as Emperor, on the

Obverse, while the Reverse bears the Legend :
“ repubi.iquk

TWO FRANC PIECE OF THE FIRST REPUBLIC,

FRAN9AISE.” Obverse: Head of Napoleon I. Legend:
“ NAPOLEON EMPEUEUR.” Reverse :

“ 2 francs,” surrounded

by laurel branches crossed anxl tied. Legend: “republique

FRAN9AISE.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue from 1803

to 1808. Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.38.6.

23. Two Franc Piece of Louis XYIII. Obverse and Re-

verse same as the Five Franc Piece of that period, see No. 11,

with the exception that u|H)n the Reverse “2 Francs” is sub-

stituted for 5 Francs, Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.38.6.

24. Two Franc Piece of Charles X. Obverse : Same as

No. 12.

TWO FRANC PIECE OF CHARLES X,

Reverse: Crowned shield bearing the arms of Anjou; at the

left “2,” at the right “F,” surrounded by laurel branches

crossed and tied. Exergue: Date of the year of issue from

1824 to 1830. Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.38



632 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

2o. Two Franc Pieces of Louis Philippe, of 1828, 1834 and

of 1840. Obverse; Same as No. 13.

TWO FRANC PIECES OF LOUIS PHILIPPE.

Reverse: “2 francs,” and the date of the different years of

issue. The Two Franc Pieces of 1834 are distinguishable from

those of 1840, by the heavy oak wreath. No Legend or Ex-

ergue on either. Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.38.6.

26. Two Franc Piece of the Republic of 1848 to 1852. Ol)-

verse: Same as No. 14. Reverse: Sanje as No. 14, with the

exception of “2 francs” being substituted for 5 Francs.

Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.38.6.

27. Two Franc Piece of Najwleon III., from 1853 to 1865.

Obverse: Same as No. 16. Reverse: Same as No. 16, with

the exception of “2 francs” being substituted for 5 Francs.

Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900. Value; $0.38.6.

28. Two Franc Piece of Napoleon III., from 1866 to 1870.

Reverse: Same as No. 25. Weight: 154.323 grains. Fine-

ness: 835. Value: $0.36.5.

29. Two Franc Piece of the Republic from 1870 to present
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tlay. Obverse: Large head of Ceres, a star above it. Legend:

“ RKPUBI.IQUK FRANCA I8E.”

TWO FRANC riECR OF THE REPUBLIC SINCE 1870.

Reverse: “2 francs” and the date of the year of issue, sur-

rounded by laurel and oak branches. I>egend: “libert6,

EGALIT#., FRATERNiTE.” Weight : 1 54.323 grains. Fineness:

835. Value: §0.36.500.

30. One Franc Pieces from 1808 to 1865.

REVERSE OF ONE FRANC PIECES OF 1808, 1828 AND 1844.

The Obverse and Reverse of the One Franc Pieces from 1808

to 1865 are similar to the Two Franc Pieces of the same period,

with the exception that on the reverse of each piece “1 franc”
is substituted for 2 Francs. Weight: 77.161 grains. Fine-

•ness : 900. Value: $0.19.3.

31. One Franc Piece of Napoleon HI., from 1865 to 1870.

Obverse: Head of Napoleon III. Legend: “n.apoleon hi

EMPEREUR.” Reverse: “1 Franc” and the date of the year

of is.sne, surrounde*! by laurel branches, cros.sed and tied. I.ie-

gend : “empire fran^ais.” Weight: 77.161 grains. Fine-

ness: 835. Value: $0.18.250
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32. One Franc Piece of the Republic of 1870 and since.

Obverse : Large head of Ceres
;

a star above it. Legend

:

“BEPUBLIQUE FRAXyAlSE.”

ONE FRANC PIECE OF THE REPUBLIC OF 1870 AND SINCE.

Reverse :
“ 1 FRANC,” and the date of the year of issue

;

surrounded by oak and laurel branches, crossed and tied. Le-

gend ; “libebte, egalit^:, FRATEP.Ni’rfL” Weight: 77.161

grain.s. Fineness: 835. Value: $0.18.250.

33. Deini-Franc {Half Franc), or 50 Centimes of 1808 to

1865.

HALF FRANC FROM 1808 TO 1865.

Obverse and Reverse same as the One Franc Pieces of

their respective period.*?, with the exception that the reverse

bears the inscriptions; “demi franc,” | F. franc,” and

“50 CENT.” instead of “1 franc.” Weight; 38.680 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: SO.09.650.

•34. The Half Franc Pieces of 1866 to the present day bear*

the devices and legends of the One Franc Pieces of their re-

spective periods, with the exception that “ 50 cent.” takes the

places of “ 1 FRANC.” Weight : 38.580. Fineness : 835.

Value: 9 cents.

35. 25 Centimes or ^ Franc Piece of 1808 to 1865.

The Obverse and Reverse are the same as the Half Franc or
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50 Centimes of their respective periods, with the exception

tliat their denomination takes the place of the Half Franc or

50 Centimes. Weight : 19.29 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:
$0.04.822.

25 CENTIMES OR ^ FRANC PIECES.

36. 25 Centimes or J Franc Pieces of 1866 to the present

day are similar to the Half Franc Pieces of that period.

Weight : 19.29 grains. Fineness: 835. Value: $0.04.600.

37. Twenty Centimes of the Republic of 1848 to 1862.

Obverse: Head of Ceres; a star above it. I.iegend: “re-
PUBLIQUE FRAN^AISE.” Reverse: “20 cent.” and the date

of the year of issue; surrounded by heavy oak and laurel

branches, crossed and tied. Legend: “liberty EGAi.iTf:

fraternity.” .Weight: 15.432 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.03.86.

38. Twenty Centimes of Napoleon III. Head of Napoleon

III. Legend ; “napoleon III. EMPEREUR,” Reverse: “20

CENT.” and the date of the year of issue; surrounded by

laurel branches, crossed and tied. Legend: “empire fran-

9AIS.” Weight: 15.432 grains. Fineness up to 1866: 900.

Value: $0.03.86. Since 1866 they are only 835 fine. Value:

3 cents.

SILVER COINS OF FRANCE FROM 1643 TO 1799.

The following coins have, by order of the different Govern-

ments of France, been almost withdrawn from circulation.

Since 1831 they have not been a legal tender, and their com-

mercial value is that of the pure silver they contain. To the

numismatists they are of great value, owing to their scarcity.
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1. Petit Ecu or Half Crowns of Louis XIV. aud Louis

XV.

HALF CKOWN LOUIS XV.HALF CROWX LOUIS XIV.

Nominal value: 3 Francs or §0.58.400.

2. .30 Sotis or 1 Franc 50 Centimes of Louis XV.

30 sous OF LOUIS XV.

Nominal value: 1 Franc 50 Centimes or $0.29.200.
• 3. 30 Sous or 1 Franc 50 Centimes of the Keign of Terror

and the first Republic.

30 SOUS OF THE REPUBLIC.

Nominal value : 1 Franc 50 Centimes or $0.29.200.
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4. 20 Sous or 1 Franc of 1720 and 1726.

TWENTY sous OF 1720 AND 1726.

Nominal value: A trifle more than 1 Franc, or about 20

cents United States money.

5. 15 Sons of 75 Ct*ntimes of 1G43 to 179.3.

15 sous FROM 1643 TO 1793.

Nominal value: 75 Centimes nr about 15 cents United

States money.

6. Half Franc Piece of different dates from 1643 to 1774.

HALF FRANC PIECES OF 1643 TO 1774.

These coins pas.sed in some localities in the north of France
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for 10 Sous, half a Franc or 60 Centimes, while in the Southern

Departments, they were current for 12 Sous or 60 Centimes.

Intrinsic value: From 8^ to 9f cents.

7. Isles (III Vent Piece of 50 Centimes, coined in 1731 to

1758 for the French West Indies.

HALF FRANC PIECE OF ISLES 1>U VENT.

The Isles dii Vent Pieces were struck in Paris from 900 to

760 fine, and have no commercial value. Specimens assayed

have shown them to be mere billon money.

COPPER COINS OF FRANCE.

Un Decline of the first Republic. Obverse: Head of Lib-

erty, facing to the left. I^egend :
“ REPURLKiUE FRAN501.SE.”

Reverse: “uN DEOIME,” in two lines; beneath: “l’an 8.”

Value: About IJ cents.

2. Un Decime of Napoleon I. Obverse: A large “ N,”

crowned and surrounded by a heavy oak wreath. Reverse :

“ UN DECIME.” “1814.” in three lines; beneath, the Mint-

mark; the whole surrounded by an oak wreath. Value:

About 1| cents. The aliove copper coins are no longer a legal

tender, and their value, therefore, that of old copper, or what-

ever the fancy of the numismatists may dictate.

BRONZE COINS OF FRANCE.

1. Dix Centimes of Napoleon III. Obverse: Laureated

head of Napoleon III., surrounded by a circle of dots.

Ix*gend : “napoleon hi empereur.” Exergue: Date of

the year of issue. Reverse: the Eagle of France, surrounded

by a circle of dots. lycgend :
“ empire franca is.” Exergue

:
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“ Dix centimes” (10 Centimes). Weight: 154.320 grains.

Value: $0.01.93.

2.

Cinq Centimes of Napoleon III. Obverse: Same as

No. 1.

5 CENTIMES OF NAPOLEON III.

Reverse: Same as No. 1, with the exception that upon the

Exergue “ cinq centimes ” ( Five Centimes), takes the place of

Dix Centimes. Weight: 77.160 grains. Value : $0.00.965.

3. Deux Centimes of Napoleon III. Obverse: Same as

No. 1. Reverse : Same as No. 1, with the exception of “ deux
centimes” {Two Centimes) upon the Exergue. Weight:

30.864 grains. Value : $0.00.386.

4. Un Centime of Napoleon III. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Same as No. 1, with the exception of “ UN centime”

(One Centime) upon the Exergue. Weight; 15.432 grains.

Value: $0.00.193.

5. Dix Centimes of the Republic of 1870 to the present day.

Obverse: Head of Liberty, encircled by dots. Legend: “ RE-

PUBLiQUE FRANgAlSE.” Exergue : Date of the year of Issue.

Reverse :
“ 10 centimes,” surrounded by laurel branches cros.sed

and tied. Legend all round the coin: “ liberty egalite

FRATERNITE.” Weight : 1 54.320 grains. Value: $0.01.93.

6. Cinq Centimes of the Republic. Obverse; Same as No.

5. Reverse: “5 centimes,” rest same as No. 5. Weight;

77.160 grains. Value: $0.00.965.

7. Deux Centiiries of the Republic. Obverse: Same as No.

5. Reverse: “2 centimf..s,” rest same as No. 6. Weight:

30.864 grains. Value : $0.00.386.

8. Un Centime of the Republic. Obverse: Same as No. 5.
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Reverse: “1 centime,” rest same as No. 5. Weight: 15.432

grains. Value: $0.00.193.

GERMAN EMPIRE.
Since the formation of the second German Empire, April,

1871, there is now a uniform coinage throughout Germany,

which consists of the Mark of 100 Pfennige.

The coins of the German Empire include the 20, 10 and 5

Mark gold pieces; the 5, 2 and 1 Mark silver pieces; also the

50 and 20 Pfennige in silver; the 10 and 5 Pfenuige iu nickel,

and 2 and 1 Pfennige in bronze. Gold is the legal standaid of

the present German Empire.

• GOLD COINS OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

1. Double Krone of 20 Marks Piece. Obverse: Head of

Wilhelm, Emperor of Germany. Ijt'gend : “wilhelm deut-

SCHER KAi.sF.n KoxiG V. PREUSSEN ”
(
Wilhelm, German Em-

peror, Kinff of Prtuisia).

DOUBLE KRO.VK OF 20 MARK.S OF THE GEKMA.N EMPIRE.

Reverse: The German imjrerial eagle; at the left “20,” at

the right “m.” (20 Alark^), Legend: “ DEUTSCHES reich ”

{German Empire). Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 122.880 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $4.76.
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2. Krone or 10 Mark Piece. Obverse; Same as No. 1.

KRONE OF 10 MARKS OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

Reverse: Same a.s No. 1, with the exception that “10 M.” is

8ubstitute<l for “20 M.” Weight: 61.440 grains. Fineness:
900. Value: $2.38.

3. Half Krone or 5 Mark Piece. Obver.se: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Same as No. 1, only “5 M.” is substituted for “20
M.” Weight: 30.720 grains. Fiueue.ss: 900. Value: §1.19.

SILVER COINS OF GERMANY.
1. 5 Mark Piece. Obverse: Head of Wilhelm, Emperor of

Germany. Legend :
“ wilhelm deutscher kaiser konig

V. preussen” {^Wilhelm, German Emperoi', King of Prussia).

FIVE MARKS OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

Rev'erse: The Gorman imperial eagle. I./egend ;
“ Deut-

sches REICH,’’ and the date of the year of issue. Exergue:
‘^Fi'NF mark” (Fire Marks). Weight: 476 grains. Fine-
ness: 900. Value: §1.19.

2. 2 Mark Piece., Obverse: The German imperial eagle.

20
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Reverse: “2 mahk,” surrouruled by laurel branenes crossed

and tietl. Ix'gend : “deutsciies reicii ” (German Empire).

b^xergiie: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 190.400 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.57.600.

3. 1 Mark Piece. Obverse : The German imperial eagle.

ONE MARK OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

Reverse: “1 mark,” surrounded by laurel branches crossed

and tied. Legend: “ Deutsches reich.” Exergue: Date of

tlie year of issue. Weight: 96.200 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.23.800.

4. 60 Pfennige. Obverse: The German imperial eagle.

Reverse: Large figure “50.” Legend: “ Deutsches reich,”

and the date of the year of issue. Exergue: “pfennige.”

Weight: 47.600 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.11.900.

6. 20 Pfennige. Obverse: The German imperial eagle.

Reverse: Large figure “20.” Legend: “DEUTSCHES

REICH,” and the date of the year of issue. Exergue :
“ pfen-

nige.” Weight: 38.080 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.04.760.

NICKEL COINS OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.
1. 10 Pfennige. Obverse: The German imperial eagle.

10 PFENNIGE OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

Reverse : Large figure “ 10.” Ijcgend :
“ DEUTSCHES
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RETCH,” and the date of the year of issue. Exergue ;
“ pfes-

NIOE.” Weight : 38.680 grains. Composition : 25 parts

Nickel and 75 parts cop^r. Value nominal, at §0.02.380.

2. 5 Pfennige. Obverse; same as No. 1.

I

5 PFENTTTOE OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

Reverse; Large figure “ 5,” rest same as No. 1. Weight:

19.295. Composition same as No. 1. Value nominal,

$0.01.190.

BRONZE COINS OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

1. 2 Pfennige. Obverse: The German Imperial eaglel

Reverse; Large figure: “2.” Legend; “ Deutsches Reich,”

and the date of the year of is.sue. E.xergue ;
“ pfennige.”

Value entirely nominal, $0.00.0476.

2. 1 Pfennig. Qbverse; same .as No. 1. Reverse; Large

figure “1,” rest same as No. 1. Value entirely nominal at

$0.00.0238.

Since the formation of the Empire, the former gold and sil-

ver coins issued prior to 1872 are now called in and exchanged

for the Imj>erial Mark and Pfennige
;
still the old gold, but es-

pecially the old silver coins, are in general circulation all over

Europe, and since the remonetization of silver in the United

States, large quantities of the former German silver coins have

found their way into this country.

The different German Governments which prior to 1872

have issued coins of their own mintage, are given in alphalicti-

cal order, irrespective of their rank and station in the now Ger-

man Empire.
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ANHALT AND ANHALT-BERNBURG.
SILVER COINS.

1. Double Thaler or Gulden or Florins of Leopold

Friedrieh. Obverse: Head of Leo|x>ld Frederick facing left.

Legend: “LEOPOLD Friedrich herzoo zu anhalt’^ (Leo-

pold Frederick Duke of Anhalt). Reverse: The arms of An-
halt, displayed upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown.

Legend: “2 thaler vii eine f mark gulden:” (2 Tha-

lers or Dollars seven to weigh a mark of fine silver

^

3J Gulden

or Florins.) Exergue: “vereins” date of the year of issue,

{‘mvIjZE." {Confederation money.) Weight: 672.847 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: 3L45.9S50.

2. Double Thaler or 3^ Gulden or Florins of Heiuricli.

Obverse: Head of Heinrich facing left. Legend: “heinrich

HERZOG ZU ANHALT ” {Henry Duke of Anhalt). Reverse:

The arms of Anhalt, displayed upon a mantel of ermine, drape<l

from a crown. Legend: Same as No. 1. Weight: 572.847

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.45.9950.

3. Double Thaler or 3^ Gulden or Florins of Alexander

Carl. Obverse: Head of Alexander Carl facing nght. I.e-

gond: “alex. carl herzoo zu anhalt” {Alexander

Oiarlcs Duke of Anhalt). Reverse: the arms of Anhalt-Bern-

burg, upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown. Legend

and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Weight: 572.847 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.9950.

4. Thaler of Alexander Carl. Obverse: “segen des an-

UALT RERGRAUES” and beneath the date of the year of iasue,

the whole inscribed in four lines u|K)u the middle of the field.

{Blessing of the Anhalt mines). Exergue: Two sledge ham-

mer-s, crossed. Ijcgend: “ALEXANDER carl HEIGJcxj ZU AN-

IlAl/r.” Reverse: A bear, with a crown upon its head, a col-

lar around his neck, in the act of walking ujion the wall of a

fortress, with an arched doorway beneath. Legend :
“ EIN

thaler XIV EINE FEINE MARK.” {One Thaler or Dollar, 14
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to weigh one Mark fine sUver). Weight: 343.72 grains. Fine-

ness: 750. Value: $0.72.9975.

6. Vereins or Confederation Thaler (Dollar) of Alexander

Carl. Obverse: Head of Alexander Carl. Legend: “Alex-

ander carl herzog zu ANHALT.” Reverse: The crowned

arms of Anhalt, supported by two crowned bears. Legend:

“ein vereins thaler XXX EiN PFUND FEIN.” {Confederoiioit,

Thaler or Dollar, 30 to weigh one pound fine silver). Exergues

Date of the year of issue. Weight: 285.784 grains. Fine-

nes.s: 900.. Value : $0.72.7441.

6. Vereins or Conferleration Thaler of Leopold Friedrich.

Obverse: Head of Ijeopold Frederick. Legend: “Leopold
FRiEDERiCH HERZOG ZU ANHALT.” Reverse: Crowned arms

of Anhalt, supporteil by two crowned bears. I^egend : “ein
VEREINS THALER XXX EIN PFUND FEIN.” {Confederation

Thaler or Dollar, 30 to weigh one pound fine silver). Weight-:

285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.7441.

7. 5 Silber Groschen of Alexander Carl. Obverse: “6

EINEN THALER,” and the date of the year of issue; the whole

inscribed upon the middle of the field, in four lines, surrounded

by laurel branches, crossed and tied. Legend: “lxxxiv
EINE FEINE MARK” (84 to weigh one fine Mark). Reverse:

Same as No. 4. Weight: 82.485 grains. Fineness: 520.833.

Value: $0.12.2216.

BADEN.
GOLD COINS OF BADEN.

1. Ten Gulden or Florins of Ludwig. Obverse: Head of

10 GULDEN OR FLORINS OF BADEN.

Ludwig. Legend: “ludwig grosherzog von baden”
{Ludwig, Grand Duke of Baden).
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Reverse: “Crowned shield, between branches of laurel,

crossetl, bearing the arras of Baden
;
the denomination :

“ 10”

at the left, and “o”at the right. No legend. Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weiglit: 106.142 grains. Fine-

ness: 902.778. Value: $4.12.6378.

2. 5 Gulden or Florins of Ludwig. Obverse: Same as No.

1 . Reverse: Same as No. 1, with the exception that “6 G.”

are substituted for “10 o.” Weight: 53.071 grains. Fine-

ness: 902.778. Value: $2.06.3189.

3. Ducat of Leopold. Obverse: Head of Leojx>ld. Le-

gend: “LEOPOLD GKOSIIERZOO VON BADEN.” Reverse:

Crowned shield of Baden, surrounded by laurel branches.

Legend: “ EiN DUCAT AUS RHEIN GOLD zu 22 K, 6 o.” {One

Ducat coined from goldfrom the Rhine, 22 Karats, 6 grains fine).

Exergue : Date of the year of is.sue. Weight : 56.652 grains.

Fineness: 937.500. Value: $2.28.6237.

4. Ducat of Friedrich. Obverse: Head of Frederick.

Legend: “ Friedrich prinz und regent zu baden”

{Frederick Prince and Regent of Baden). Reverse : Same as

No. 3. Weight : 56.652 grains. Fineness : 937.500. Value:

2.28.6237.

SILVER CX)INS OF BADEN.

1 . Double Thaler of 3J Gulden or Florins of Leopold.

3J GULDEN, OR F1X)RINS, OR 2 THALERS OF BADEN.

Obverse : Head of Leo|X)ld. Legend :
“ LEOPOLD grosiierzoo

VON BADEN.”
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Reverse: Gulden 2 Thaler" and the date of year of

issue beneath
;
surrounded by heavy oak branches, crossed and

tied. Legend: “ vereins munze." Exergue: “ vil eine

FEINE MARK." Weight : 572.847 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value : $1.45.9950.

2. Double Thaler of Gulden or Florins of Leopold.

Obverse : Head of Leopold. Legend :
“ i.eopold grosherzoo

VON BADEN." Reverse : Crowned shield of arms of Baden,

upon a mantle of ermine; draped from a crown. Legend : “3|

GULDEN VII EINE F. MARK 2 THALER.” {1i}Flo7'inS, sevcn to

weigh one Mark fine silver, 2 Thalers or Dollais). Exergue:

“ VEREINS," date of the year of issue, “munze,” [Confedet'Ch-

tion money). Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.45.9950.

3. Double Thaler of Friederich. Obv'erse: Head of Fred-

erick. Legend :
“ friederich frinz und regent von

baden” {Frederick, Prince and Regent of Baden). Reverse:

Same as No. 2. Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.45.9950.

4. Kronen Thaler or Crown Dollar of 181G. (3bverso:

Coat of arms of Baden. Legend: “ grosherzogthum baden."

Exergue :
“ 1816."

KRONEN THALER OR CROWN DOLLAR OF BADEN.

Reverse: “1 kronen thai.er" surrounded by laniel

branches. Weight: 455.485 grains. Fineness: 871.528.

Value: $1.13.0493.
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Kronen Thaler of Ludwig. Obverse: Head of Lndwig.

Legend: “ludwig grosherzoo von baden.”

KRONEN THALER OF LUDWIG OF BADEN.

Reverse: Crowned shield of arms of Baden, upon a mantle

of ermine, drape<l from a crown. Exergue: “kronen
TJIALER.” "Weight: 455.485 grains. Fineness: 871.528.

Value: $1.13.0493.

6.

Kronen Thaler of Leopold. Obverse: Same as No. 2.

KRONEN THALER OF lEOPOLD OF BADEN, 1831.

Reverse: Crowned shield of arms of Baden, supportefl by

two griffins. Ix'gend : “kronen thaler.” Exergue: Date

of the year of issue. Weight: 455.485 grains. Finenc*ss:

871.528. Value: $1.13.0403.

7.

One Thaler or 100 Kreutzer Piece of Ludwig. Obverse:
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Head of Ludwig. Legend: “ludwio grosherzog von
Raden.” Exergue: Date of tlie year of issue.

THALER OF 100 KREUTZEU OF LUDWIG OF BADEN.

Reverse: Crowned shield of arms of Baden, surrounded by

laurel branches. Legend: “ein thaler zu 100 krzr.” [One

Thaler or Dollar of 100 Krmtzers). Exergue: “iM kronen
TiiLR FUSS.” [At the rate of the Crown Thaler). Weight: 280-

.204 grains. Fineness: 875. Value: 30.69.4488.

8. Double Gulden of I.<eopold. Obverse: Head of Leopold.

Legend :
“ Leopold grosherzog von baden.”

DOUBLE GULDEN OR FLORIN OF LEOPOLD OF BADEN.

Reverse: Crowned shield of arms of Baden, supported by

two griffins. Legend : “zwei gulden” (Tbo Gulden or Florin).

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 327.335 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: SO.8.3.1.360.

9. Double Gulden of Friedrich. Obverse: Head of

Frederick. I^egend :
'' Friedrich prinz u.sd regent von
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BADEJf.’’ Reverse : Same as No. 8. Weight, fineness and
value : Same as No. 8.

10. Gulden of Leopold. Obverse: Same as No. 8. Reverse:
A crowned griffin rampant, holding an oval shield upon which
are two sledge-hammers, sa/ticr-urise; beneath, a ducal crown
and the date of the year of issue. Legend :

“ segex des
BA DISCI! EN BERGBANES ” {Blessing of the Baden mines).

Exergue: “ Eix guldex ” {One Gulden or Florin). Weight:
163.675 grains. Fineness : 900. Value: $0.41.5677.

11. Gulden of Friedrich. Obverse: Head of P'riedrich.

Legend: “ Friedrich grosherzixj vox baden” {Frcdetnck
Grand Duke of Baden). Reverse: “ 1 guldex ” and the date of
issue, in three lines, surrounded by heavy oak branches crossed
and tied. Weight : 163.304 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:
$0.41.4899.

12. Halt Gulden of Leopold. Obverse : Same as No. 8.

Reverse: Same as No. 11, only

being sulwtituted for “1.” Weight: 81-

.837 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:
$0.20.7834.

13. Half Gulden of Friederich. Ob-
verse: Same as No. 11. Reverse: Same
as No. 11, only “J” being substituted

for“l.” Weight: 81.8.37 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. V'alue: $0.20.7834.

14. 6 Kreutzer. Obver.«e: Crownetl

shield of Baden
;

supported by two crowned Griffins; above
“ BADEX.” Reverse: “6 kueutzer,” and the date of the year

of issue
;

surrounded by laurel branches, crosse<l and tied.

V eight: 40.092 grains. Fineness: 333^. Value, nominal at

3f cents.

1.5. 3 Kreutzer. Obverse and Reverse: Same as No. 14,

only “3” being substituteil for “6.” Weight: 20.046.

Fineness: 333|. Value, nominal at IJ cents.

FLORIX OF BADEN.
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BAVARIA.
GOLD COINS OF BAVARIA.

1.

Carolin of 1773. Obverse : Bust of Carolus Philip.

Reverse : A circular shield, with C’s reversed, interlaced,

and surmounted by crowns, place<l at opposite sides; P’s

similarly arranged at the two remaining angles, the whole

forming a cross. Value: $4.75.

2.

Half Carolin of Carolus. Obverse: Bust of Carolus.

Legend :
“ CA. D. G. V. B. V. P. S. D. G. PR. 8. R. I. A. & ELL.”

(\irolm Dei Gratia, Utrinsque Bavariae et Palatinus Dei,

Princepa Sandi Romani Imperii Archiduk Et Eledor; mean-

ing: Charles by the Grace of God, Duke of both Bavarias and

the Palatinate, Prince Archduke, and Elector of the Holy Roman
Empire).

Reverse : The virgin and child, supporting the arms of

Bavaria. Legend: “ci-ypevs OMNIBVS IN TE SPERANTIBVs”
(.fl shield to all who hope in Thee).

3.

Ducat of Ludwig I. Obverse: Bust of Ludwig I.

Legend : “ludovicus I BAVARIAE res” {Ludwig I. King of

Bavariae). Reverse : Neptune seated, his right hand upon a

CAROLIN OF CHARLi:S PHILIP, 1773.

HALF CAROLIN OF CHARLES.
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vessel from which a heavy stream of water flows {Allegorical

represeidation of the source of the inver Danube). Legend :

“ EX AUiio DANUBU ” (Coined of gold from the river

Danube). Weight: 63.334 grains. Fineness; 937.500.

Valiic: $2.15.4438. At the same time (1830) and for almost

twenty years the Reverses of the Ducat were changed three

times; the Obverse remaining the same. The Reverse of the

Ducats of gold from the river Isar and the river Inn are

identical in device
;
the Legends only mention the kind of gold

used. The Exergues of these Ducats up to I860 are in Roman
numerals. Weight, Fineness and Value: Same as No. 3.

The Reverse of the Ducat of gold from the river Rhine has

for device the view of a city on the banks of the flowing

Rhine, a steamboat in the foreground. Legend :
“ EX AURS

RiiENi ” {Of gold from the river Rhine). Weight: 53.858

grains. Fineness: 986.111. Value; $2.28.6242.

4. Ducat of Maximilian II. Obverse : Head of Maximilian.

Legend: “Maximilian ii koenio von baiern” {Jlaxi-

milian JL, King of Bavaria). Reverse : Crowned sliield,

lH*aring the arms of Bavaria, supported by two crowned lions.

Ijogend : “ein ducaten.” Exergue; Date of the year of

issue. Weight: 53.858 grains. Fineness; 986.111. Value;

$2.28.6242.

5. Ducat of Ludwig II. Obverse; Head of Ludwig II.

Ijcgend :
“ LUDWio ii koenig von baiern.” Reverse:

Same as No. 4. Weight, fineness and value: Same as No. 4.

Since 1872 and up to the present day, the gold coinage of

Bavaria is that of the German Empire. The devices ujx)ii the

Obverse bear the head of Ludwig II., and the I.^egends

:

“ LUDWIG II KOENIG VON BAIERN.” The Reverses are identi-

cal with the coins desoril)ed on pages 640 and 641. Weight,

fineness and value : Same as stated on same pages.

SILVER COINS OF BAVARIA.

1. Reichs-Thaler of Maximilian Joseph. Obverse: Bust

of Maximilian Joseph.
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Out of circulation. Intrinsic value : §1.00.

Rrx-THALKR OF MAXIMILIAN JOSEPH, 1755-1767.

2. Reichs-Tlialer of Maximilian Josepli. Obverse: Bust of

Maximilian Joseph.

RIX-THALER OF MAXIMILIAN JOSEPH, 1768-1771.

Out of circulation. Intrinsic value
: §1.00.

CONVENTION-THALER OF CHARLES THEODORE, 1765-1767 .
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3. ConvcntioD-Thaler or Dollar of Carolus Theodor. Ob-

verse : Bust of Charles Theodore.

Out of circulation. Intrinsic value
: $0.90.

4. Crown-Tlialer of Charles Theodore. Obverse : Same as

No. 3.

CROWN THALER OF CHARLES THEODORE, 1799-1804.

Out of circulation. Value: $1.12.

The Thalers No. 1, 2, 3 and 4, are very scarce and highly

valued by numismatists.

6. Crown-Thaler <»f Maximilian Joseph of 1807-1809. Ob-

verse; Bust of Maximilian Joseph in full uniform. Legend;

“MAXIMILIAN JOSEPH, KOENIG VON BAIEKN.” Reverse:

Shield surmounted by the royal crown, and supported by two

lions; a sliield of pretence, l)caring a sword and sceptre mltieie

wise, the date beneath. Legend :
“ Fi’R gott und vater-

i.AND ” [For God and Fatherland). On the c<lge: “zehen
EINE FEINE MARK” {Ten to weigh one Mark, fine silver).

Weight: 465.871 grains. Fineness: 817.628. Value: $1.12-

.5425.

6. Crown-Thaler of Maximilian Joseph, 1810-1825. Ob-

verse: Head of Maximilian .Joseph. lA'gend: “ m.vximilianus

JO.SEPHU8 BAVARIAE REX.”

Reverse: Sword and sceptre in saUiere; surmounted by a

royal crown. Ijegcnd :
“ pro deo et populo ” {For God and

the People). Exergue: Date of the year of issue. On the e«lge;
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BATERIBCHER KROXE>*THALEB ” {Bataricn Crovm Dollar).

CROWX-THALEB OP MAXIMILIAX JOSEPH, 1810-1825.

Weight; 455.871 grains. Fineness: 817.528. Value: $1.12-

.5425.

7. Crown-Thaler of Ludwig I., 1826 and 1828. Obverse:

Ba«t of Ludwig I. Legend: “lcdwio koe.vig vox b.\ierx.”

Reverse: The roval crown inclased in a wreath composed of

oak and laurel branches crossed. Legend; “gerecht UXD
BEH.\RRLICH ” {Jiist and condanly, and the date of 1826 or of

1828. On the edge: “ ba^tteischer kroxexthaler.”
Weight: 455.871 grain.s. Fineness: 817.528. Value: $1.12-

5425.

8. Species-'rhaler of Ludwig I. Obverse; Bust of Ludwig
I. Legend: “ludwig koexig vox baierx.” Exeigne:
“ ZEHX eixe feixe MARS ” (Ten OM Mark, fine iiltxr).

SPECIES-TH.\I.EB of LUDWIG I., 1827.

Reverse : Sau" of the order of Theresa, inclosed in a wreath.
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Lc"on<l :
“ DIE KOENIGIN VON BAYERN 6TEFTET DEN THERE-D

6IEN orden” {The Queen of Bavaria founds the Order of

Theresa). E<lge grained. Weight: 433.078 grains. Fine-

ness: 833.333. Value: $1.02.3992.

9. Sj>ecios-Tha]er of Ludwig I., 1833. Obverse: Same as

No. 8. Reverse: The goildess of Commerce leaning against a

pedestal, and holding a Mercury wand in her right, and a horn

of plenty in her left; an anchor at one side, and the prow of a

galley at the other; “1833” beneath. Legend: zollverein

MIT PREUSSEN, SACHSEN, HESSEN U. TIIURINGEN ” {Customs

League with Prussia, Saxony, Hessen and Thuringia). Weight

:

433.078 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: §1.02.3992.

10. Species-Thaler of 1834. Obverse: Same as No. 8. Re-

verse: “4.ANDTAG, 1834” (Diet of 1834), inclosed in a heavy

wreath of oak. Legend: “ehredem EH re GEBf ilRT” (i/onor

to whom Honor due). Weight: 433.078 grains. Fineness:

833.333. Value: §1.02.3992.

11. Species-Thaler of 1835. Obverse: Same as No. 8. Re-

verse: Mercury’s wand, between two branches of laurel, crossed.

Legend: “BEVTRirr von baden zum teutsciien zollve-

rein ” {Joining of Baden to the German Custom League), be-

neath, 1834. Weight: 433.078 grains. Fineness: 833.333.

Value: §1.02.3992.

In 1828 and 1832 there were ’struck the two following

<iUEKN TllERESE SPECIE THALER, 1828.

commemoration Sj)ccies-Thalers
;
the one of 1828 is the royal
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family Thaler, containing the effigy of Queen Therese and her

eight children. Legend: “segen des himmels” [Heaven’s

Blessing).

OTTO OF BAVARIA, KINO OF GREECE, 1832.

The other was struck in honor of Otto, Prince of Bavaria,

ascending to the throne of Greece as King of the Hellenes,

Weight of l)oth Thalers: 433.078 grains each. Fineness: 833-

.333. Value: 81.02.3992.

12. Double-Thaler of 3J Gulden or Florins of 1838. Ob-

verse: Undraped bust of Ludwig I. Legend: “ludwig i

KOENIG VON BAYERN.” Reverse :
“ die eintiieiluno d.

KONIGREICHS AUF GESCHICHTL GRUNDLAGE ZURUCKGEFUHRT,

1858” [The Union of the Kingdom founded upon historical

basis). The whole is inscribed in the middle of the field in

seven lines, and surrounded by eight small wreaths, united by

bands, and containing the names of the different provinces of

Bavaria. On the edge: “drei ein hai.b. gulden * * vii

E. F. M.” [Three and a half Florins, seven to one Mark, fine-

silver). Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$1.45.9950.

13. Double Thaler of 3^ Gulden, 1845 to 1848. Obverse:

Same as No. 12.

Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing the arms of Bavaria, sup-

ported by two crowned lions. Legend : “3J gulden vii fine

F. MARK 2 THALER.” Exergue: “vereins-munze” [Conven-

2P
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Hons mcnfy\ beneath, date of the year of issue. Weight: 572-

.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.9950.

DOUBLE THALEB OF 3| GULDEN OR FLORINS, 1845 TO 1848.

14. Double Thaler of Gulden of Maximilian II. Ob-

verse: Bust of Maximilian II. Legend: “Maximilian ir

KOENIG VON BAYERN.” Reverse: Weight, Fineness and Value,

Same as No. 13.

15. Marien-Thaler of 1855. Obverse: Same as No. 14.

MARIEN-THALER OF MAXIMILIAN n., 1855.

Reverse: Full figure Virgin and Child. I^egend : “zuR
ERINNERUNG AN DIE WIEDERHERSTELLUNG DER MARIEN
8AULE IN MUNCHEN, 1855” (7n eommonorotion of (hf rebuild-

ing of the St. Mary Monument in Munich, 1855). At the left of

Virgin and Child “ P.ATRONA,” at the right “ bavariae ” {Pa-

tron of Bavaria). Weight: 285.784 gi-ains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.72.9975.
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16. 2 Gulden or Florin Piece. Obverse; Bust of Maximil-

ian II. Legend :
“ maximiliax ii koenig vox bayerx.”

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing the arms of Bavaria, sup-

ported by two crowned lions. Legend: “ZWEI GULDEX.”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 327.335 grains.

Fineness; 900. Value: $0.83.3894.

17. Vereins or Convention Thaler of If Gulden. Obverse:

Same as No. 16. Reverse, device, and exergue: Same as No.

16. Legend: “eix vereixs thaeer xxx eix pfuxd feix ”

{Convention Thaler or Dollar

,

30 to weiijh one pound fine silvei').

Weight; 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.9975.

18. Gulden or Florin of Maximilian II. Obverse: Same

as No. 16.

GULDEX OR FLORIX OF MAXIMILIAX II.

Reverse: “1 guldex,” beneath date of the year of issue,

surrounded by heavy oak branches. Weight: 163.304 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.41.5682.

19.

Half Gulden of Maximilian. Obverse: Same as No.

16. Reverse; Same as No. 16, only “ being substituted for

“1.” Weight: 81.652 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.20.7841.

6 KREUTZERS OF MAX JOSEPH H.

20.

6 Krentzers of Maximilian Joseph. Obverse : Head of
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Maximilian Joseph. Legend: “max Joseph koenio von

BAIERN.”

Reverse : Crown shield, arms of Bavaria, surrounded by a

palm and laurel branch. Legend: “landmunz” “6 K.”

Exergue: “ 1808.” Value, nominally, 3 cents.

21. 6 Kreutzers of Maximilian II. Obverse: Coat of arms

of Bavaria. Legend: “koenigreich bayern ” {Kingdom

of Bavaiia).

6 KREUTZERS OF MAXIMILIAN II.

Reverse: “6 kreutzer,” and the date of the year of issue;

surrounded by heavy oak branches, crossetl and tied. Weight:

40 grains. Fineness: 333.333. Value, nominally, 3| cents.

22. 3 Kreutzers of Maximilian II. Obverse : Same as No.

21 .

3 KREUTZERS OF MAXIMILIAN H.

Reverse: Same as No. 21
,
only “ 3 ” being substituted for “6.”

Weight: 20 grains. Fineness: 333.333, Value: IJ cents.

The silver money of Ludwig II., succeasor to Maximilian

II., is identical with all the i&sues of that monarch, only

“ludwio II ” is substituted on the respective^ obverses of the

coins. Their weight, finenes.s, and value have remaine<l un-

changed, and have only been discontinued by the Im|>erial mint

act of 1872.

Since 1872 the Silver Coins of Bavaria are identical with

those of the German Empire, the obverses only being changed.
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and they bear the effigy of Ludwig II.; and the legends:

“ LUDWIG II KOENIG VON BAIERN.” The reverses all bear the

Imperial German Eagle. Their weight, fineness, and value are

fully stated on pages 653-660.

The Nickel and Bronze Coins are without exception identical

with the coins described on pages 642 and 643, and their values

are the same.

BRUNSWICK, LUNKBUIIO, WEST-
PHAEIA, HANOVER.

GOLD COINS.

1.

10 Thalers of Charles William of Brunswick. Obverse:

Crowned shield. Legend: “carolus guilielmus ferdinan-

DDS.”

TEN THALER.S OR DOLLARS OF BRUNSWICK.

Reverse: “x thaler” and the date of the year of issue.

I^egend :
“ d. g. dvx brvnsvicens. et lvnebvrg.”

Weight: 206.221 grains. Fineness: 899.306. Value:

87.98.6536.

2. 10 Thalers of George IV. of Hanover. Obverse : Lau-

reated Head of George IV. Ijegend: “georgivs iv D. G.

BRIT. HANOV. REX. F. D. {Gcwcje IV. by the Grace of God
King of Great Britain and Hanover ; defender of the faith).

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 206.221 grains. Fine-

ness: 902.778. Value: $8.02.3445.

3. 10 Thalers of Wilhelm of Brunswick. Obverse : Crowned

shield, bearing arras of Brunswick, a wild man with large

club at each side of shield. Legend :
“ wilhelm iierzog.”
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Reverse: “x thaler” and date of the year of issue.

TEX THALERS OR DOLLARS OF BRUNSWICK.

Weight: 206.221 grains. Fineness: 899.306. Value:

^7.98.6536.

4. 10 Thalers of William IV. Legend: “Wilhelm iv

KOENIG V. GR. BRITAN. HANOVER ” {WiUiam IV. King of

Great Britain and Hanover).

10 THALERS OR DOLLARS OF WILLIAM IV. OF HANOVER.

Reverse: Crowned shield bearing arms of Great Britain and

Hanover. Legend and Exergue: “zehn thal.” and the

date of the year of issue. Weight : 205.404 grains. Finenes.s:

895.833. Value: $7.92.3266.

TEN THALERS OR DOLLARS OF ERNST AUGUST.

5. 10 Thalers of Ernst August of Hanover. Obverse:
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Head of Ernst August. Legend :
“ ERNST august koenio

VON HANNOVER.”

Reverse: Same as No. 4. Weight: 205.404 grains. Fine-

ness: 895.833. Value: ^7.92.3266.

6. 10 Thalers of William of Brunswick. Obverse: Head of

William. Legend : “wilhelm herzog Braunschweig lun.”

Reverse: Shield bearing arms of Brunswick-Luneburg; upon a

mantle of ermine, draped from a crown. Legend: “zehn
thaeer.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight:

205.249 grains. Fineness: 895.833. Value: $7.91.9940.

7. 10 Thalers of George V. Obverse: Bust of George V.

Legend :
“ george v. koenig V. hannover.” Reverse :

Crowned shield, bearing arms of Great Britain and Hanover,

“zehn” at the left, and “thaler” at the right. Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight : 205.404. Fineness : 895-

.833. Value
: $7.92.3266.

8. 5 Thalers of Carolus of Brunswick-Luneburg. Obverse :

Head of Carolus. Legend: “ CAROLUS D. Q. dux br et lun.”

5 THALEIW OF CAROLUS OF BRUNSWICK-LUNEBURG.

Reverse: Horse galloping. Legend: “nunquam retror-
sum” {Never backtoard), and the date of year of issue. Weight

:

103.118. Fineness: 902.778. Value: $4.00.

9. 10 Thalers of Hieronymus Napoleon. Obverse: Lau-

reated head of Hieronymus Napoleon, King of Westphalia. Le-

gend: “ HIERONYMUS napoleon.” Rever.se: “10 thalers,”
surrounded by laurel branches. Weight: 206.221 grains.

Fineness: 902.778. Value: $8.02.3445.

10. 10 Thalers of Hieronymus, King of Westphalia. Ob-
verse: Coat of arms crowned. Legend: “ Hieronymus na-
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POLEON.” Reverse: Same as No. 8. Weight, Fineness, Value:

Same as No. 8.

11.

5 Thalers of Charles William of Brunswick. Obverse:

Same as No. 1.

5 THALERS OR DOLLARS OF BRUNSWICK.

Reverse: “v thaler,” rest same as No. 1. Weight: 103-

.118 grains. Fineness: 899.306. Value: $4.00.

12.

5 Thalers of William IV. of Hanover. Obverse: Same

as No. 4.

6 THALERS OR DOLLARS OF WILLIAM IV. OF HANOVER.

Reverse : Same as No. 4. I.iegend :
“ funf thal.” Ex-

ergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 102.625 graina

Fineness: 895.833. Value: $3.99.3268.

13. 5 Thalers of George IV. of Hanover. Ohver.se: Same as

No. 2. Reverse: “v THALER,” rest same as No. 2. Weight:

103.118 grain.s. Fineneas: 902.778. Value: $4.01.1727.

14. 5 Thalers of Ernst August. Obverse: Same as No. 5.

Reverse: Same as No. 5. Legend: “fI'nf thaler.” Ex-
ergue: Date of the year of Issue. Weight: 102.702 grains.

Fineneas: 895.833., Value: $3.96.1633.

15. 5 Thalers of George V. of Hanover. Obverse: Head
of George V. Legend : george v. v. g. koe.nig v. iiannover

”

(George V., by the grace oj God, King of Hanover). Reverse:
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Crowned shield, bearing arms of Great Britain and Hanover,

Legend: “funf thlr.” Exergue: Date of the year of

issue. Weight: 102.G25 grains. Fineness: 895.833. Value:

83.96.1633.

16. Crown of George V. of Hanover. Obverse: Head of

George V. Legend: “geouo V. v. G. G. koenig v. han-
KOVRE.” Reverse :

“ 1 krone,” and the date of the year of

issue, surrounded by a heavy oak wreath. Legend: “vereins-

munze.” Exergue: “50 ein pfund fein” (50 Q-oums to

weigh one pound fine gold). Weight: 171.467 grains. Fine-

ness: 900, Value: 86.65.0883.

17. Crown of Wilhelm of Brunswick. Obverse: Head of

Wilhelm. Legend: “wilhei.m herzog z Braunschweig

u LU ”
(
William Duke of Brunswick and Luneburg). Reverse

:

Same as No. 16. Weight, Fineness and Value: Same as No.

18. 2^ Thalers of George IV. of Hanover. Obverse: Same

as No. 4, Reverse: “2 J THALER,” rest same as No. 4. Weight:

51.555 grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value: $1.98.7154,

19. 2^ Thalers of Ernst August* Obverse: Same as No. 5.

Reverse: Coat of Great Britain and Hanover. Legend: Date

of the year of issue. Exergue: “2^ thaler.” Weight, Fine-

ness and Value: Same as No. 18.

20. Thalers of Wilhelm of Brunswick. Obverse: Same

as No. 17. Reverse: 2| thaler,” beneath, date of the year

of issue. Legend: “zine mark 258 gran fein.” Weight:

51.312 grains. Fineness: 895.833. Value: $1.97.1238,

21. Ten Franc Piece of Hieronymus Napoleon, of West-

5 thalers of GEORGE V.

16.
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pljalia. Obverse: Head of HieroDymus Napoleon. L^nd

:

“HIEUON. NAP()L.”

TEN FKANCS OF HIERONYMUS NAPOLEON

Reverse :
“ 10 frank." Legend :

“ koenig v westp. fr. pb.,’’

and date of year of issue. Weight: 48.858 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $1.93.

SILVER COINS.

1 . Double Thaler of Ludovicos Rudolphus of Brunswick and

Luueburg, of 1734.

DOUBLE THALER OF LUDOVICU8 RUDOLPHUS, 1734.

Intrinsic value: §1.45.

2. Species Thaler of Cliarles William Ferdinand. Obverse:
Crowned shield, hung with laurel leaves. liOgcnd: “carolus
OUIL. FERD. D. o. DUX BRUNSV ET LUN.” Meaning: Charles

illiam Ferdinand by the Grace of God Duke of Brunswick
and Luneburg.
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Reverse :
“ 1 species thaleb,” and the date of the year of

SPECIES TIIAEEU CHARLES WILLIAM FERDINAND,

issue. Legend; “x eine feine mark conventions m.” In-

trinsic value: $0.99.800.

3. Florins of Brunswick-Luneburg.

FLORINS OF AUGUSTUS ANTHONY ULRIC, 1619.

Intrinsic value ; 45 cents.

FLORIN OF CAROLUS, 1749.

Intrinsic value, 45 cents. Both coins being very rare bring

a high premium among numismatists.
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4. Convention Thaler of Hieronymus Napoleon of est

phalia, 1813.

COXVEKTION THALER OF WESTPHALIA.

Intrinsic value : §0.95.

5. Marien-Groschen of Brunswick and Westphalia.

CENTS.

CENTS. 2 mariexgroschen=4 cents.

6. Florin of George II. of Hanover. Obverse; Royal

arms of England, France, and Ireland, occupying the first three

quarters of the shield, and the arras of Hanover the fourth.
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Legend : “GEORGE II D. G. M. BRIT. F. & H. REX. F. D.”

{George II., by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain,

France, and Ireland. Defender of the Faith).

Reverse: Wild man of the Hartz. Legend: “br. et lvx.

DUX. s. R. I. A. TH. ET El>.” (Duke of Bruneicick and Luneburg,

Arch Treasurer and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire).

Value: 45 cents.

7. Mariengroschen of Hanover.

6 MARIEXGROfc>CHEX=13J CEXTS. 4 MARIEXGR06CHEX=9
CENTS.

8. Half Florin of George III. Obverse: Bust of George

III. Legend : “george hi. d. g. m. brit. rex.”

HAI.F FLORIN GEORGE III. OF HANOVER.

Intrinsic value : 27 J cents.

9. Quarter Florin of George III. Obverse: Same as No. 8.

QUARTER FLORIN OF GEORGE III. OF HANOVER.

Intrinsic value : 13} cents.
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16 Gute Groschen of Brunswick.

Intrinsic value; 46 cents.

11.

4 Gute Groschen of Hanover.

4 GOOD GROSCHEN OF 1764 AND 1808.

Intrinsic value: 11 cents.

The above-mentionetl silver coins are long ago out of general
circulation, and their value that of a numismatist’s fancy.

12. Double Thaler of Gulden or Florin. Obverse: Head
of George V . Legend :

“ GEORG v. G. G. koenig v.
HANNOVER.” Reverse : Crowned coat of arms of Great Brit-
ain, Ireland, and Hanover, supported by the lion and unicorn,
rampant. legend; “ vereinsmunze. 2 thaler. gulden
VII EINE FEINE MARK” {Convention money, 2 Thalers or
(rulden, Florin. Seven to weigh one Mark fine'). Exergue:
Date of the year of Issue. Weight: 672.847 grains. Fine-
ness: 900. Value: $1.45.9950.

13. Double Thaler of 3J Gulden or Florin. Obverse:
Head of V ilhelm of Brunswick. Legend :

“ wilhelm
HERZOG z. BRAUNSCHWEIG u. lOn.” [William Duke of P>runs-
wick and Luneburg). Reverse: Crowned coat of arms of
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Brunswick, upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown.

Ijegend ;
“ 2 thaler vii fine feine mark gulden.”

Exergue :
“ vereinsmOnze ” and the date of the year of issue.

Weight, Fineness, and Value same as No. 12.

14. Thaler of Wilhelm of Brunswick. Obverse and Le-

THALER OF WILHELM OF BRUNSWICK.

gend : Same as No. 13. Reverse: Same as No. 13. Legends
“ EIN THALER XIV EINE F. M. {One Thaler or Dollar, fourteen

to weigh one Mark fine silver). Exergue : Date of the year of

issue. Weight: 343.72 grains. Fineness: 750. Value:
60.72.9975.

15. Thaler of William IV. of Hanover. Obverse: Head of

William IV. Legend: “wiluelm iv koenig v. or. brit.

U. HANNOVER.”

THALER OF WILLIAM IV. OF HANOVER.

Reverse: Crowned shield bearing arms of Great Britain, Ire-

land, and a shield of pretence bearing the arms of Hanover.

Legend :
“ ein thaler xiv eine f. m.” Exergue :

“ feine.s
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siLBKu” {fine silver), and the date of the year of issue.

Weight ; 343.72 grains. Fineness: 750. Value : $0.72.9975.

16, Thaler of Ernst August of Hanover. Obverse: Head

of Ernst August. Legend: “ernst august koenig von

HANNOVER.”

THALER OF ERNST AUGUST OF HANOVER.

Reverse: Same as No. 15. I^egend: “ein thaler bero-

SEOEN Di':s iiarzf:s XIV EiNE F. M. {One Thaler or Dollar.

Blessing from the Mountains of the Hartz, fourteen to ireigh one

Mark fine silver). E.xergue: Date of the year of issue.

Weight : 343.72 grains. Fineness: 750. Value: $0.72.9975.

17. Thaler of George V. of Hanover. Obverse: Head of

George V. facing to the left. Legend : Same as No. 12. Re-

verse: Same as No. 12.. Legend :
“ ein veukinsthaler xxx

EIN PFUND FEINE.” {Onc Convention Thaler, 30 to weigh one

poundfine silver). Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value : $0.72.5256.

The Billon Silver Coins of Brunswick, Luneburg, West-

phalia, and Hanover are:

1. The I Thaler of Wilhelm IV. and George V. of Han-
over. Value entirely nominal at 11| cents,

2. The J Thaler of George V. Value entirely nominal at

5J cents. The above coins as well as the Groschen of Han-
over and Brunswick are no more a legal tender, and their cir-

culation since 1876 is prohibited.
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HANSE TOWNS OR FREE CITIES.

The Hanse Towns or Free Cities of the present day are:

^Bremen, Hamburg and Lul^eck, having a government of their

own, wliich consists of a Senate of somewhat Republican form.

Since 1864 Frankfort-on-tlie-Main has ceased to be one of the

Hanse Towns or Free Cities, liaving been absorbed by Prussia,

of which it now forms a province. Bremen, Hamburg and Lu-

beck have the right to coin gold and silver coins, subject to the

Mint-law of July 9, 1873, of the German Empire.

Frankfort-on-the-Main, once an important Hanse Town, has

coined a considerable number of different silver coins; and all

her coins bear the imprint of “Freie Stadt’’ {Free City), hence

we incorporate her is.sue among the Hanse Towns or Free

Cities.

A. Bremen.
In 1776 the principal coin was the piece of 48 Grote, which .

was coined at 750 fine, and worth 56 cents. After that date,

until 1840, there has been but little money coined. From 1840

to 1872, the pieces coined are the 36, 12 and 6 Grote, and the

One Groten piece. Many of the two and three Grote Pieces

bear the numerals 24 and 36 respectively, which means so many
pieces to the Thaler or Dollar of 72 Grote, twenty-four Three

Grote Pieces making a Thaler, and thirty-six of the former.

These figures are usually incloseel in small brackets or circles,

and .sometimes appear on the eagle’s breast.

In 1857 Bremen accepted the Vienna Convention Thaler of

65 Grotes, equal to 71^ cents. United States value. Iir 1871

the Senate of Bremen again reverted to its former gold Thaler,

a silver coinage, of 72 Grotes, equal to $0.79.1200.

Bremen’s gold coinage dates back as far as 1512, and extends

from that period down to 1672, after which time no pieces in

gold were coined.

SILVER COINAGE OF BREMEN.
1. The Gold Thaler of 1871. Obverse: Crowne<l shield

bearing the arms of the city of Bremen
;
a key, suj)ported by

2Q
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two lions. Legend: “freie iianse stadt Bremen.” Ex-

ergue: “ein thaler gold” (0/ie Dollar gold, notwithstanding

it being a silver coin). Reverse: “ZUR erixnerung,” in a cir-

cular line. “An den GLORREICH ERKAMPt^EN FRIEDEN VO.M,

10 MAI, 1871,” in six parallel running lines. {In commemora-

tion of the glorious combated j>eace of May 10, 1871,) surrounded

by heav'y oak branches, crossed and tied
;
above the circular

line the iron cross of Germany. Weight: 276.680 grains.

Fineness: 986.111. 'Value: $0.79.1200.

2. The 36 Grote Piece. Obverse: Coat of arras of Bremen,

a key, supported by two lions. Ijcgend: “freie iiaksestadt

BREMEN.”

36 GROTE PIECE OF BREMEN.

Reverse: “36 grote,” and the date of the year of issue, sur-

rounded by oval branches, crossed and tied. Weight: 136.340

grains. Fineness: 986.111. Value: $0.37.7657.

3. The 12 Grote Piece. Obverse: Coat of arras of Bremen,

without lions. I.<egend: Same as No. 2.

12 GROTE PIECE OF BREMEN.

Reverse: “12 grote,” rest same as No. 2. Weight: 60.155

grains. Fineness: 739.583. Value: $0.12.6730.
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4. The 6 Grote Piece. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 3.

6 GROTE PIECE OF BREMEN.

Reverse: “6 grote,” rest same as No. 3 . Weight: 30.077
grains. Fineness: 739.583. Value: $0.06.3365.

BILLON COINS OF BREMEN.
1. The 12 Grote Piece of 1666; coined under Leopold, Era-

ptror of Germany.

12 GROTE PIECE OF BREMEN.

The intrinsic value about 11 cents.

2 . The 6 Grote Pieces of 1818 and 1822.

The intrinsic value about 5 cents,
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All the afore-described coins have, by act of April 30th,

1872, been deprived of their legal tender value.

Since October 1st, 1872, the German gold and silver Mark
Pieces are in general circulation, and are fully described in

their pro{>er places.

B. I’rankfort-on-the-Main.

This, once a “Free City” of Germany, now only a province

of Prussia, has coined no gold coins later than 1796; all of

them having been called in at the beginning of this century.

The silver coins are varied, and some very handsome; none of

them are legal tender any more.

GOLD COINS OF FRANKFORT.

1. Ducat. Obverse: Eagle of Frankfort. Legend: “tur-

EIS FORTISSIMA NOMEN DOMINI ” {The name of the Lord is the

strongest tower). Reverse : A cross with ornaments. Legend

:

“DUCATUS REISPUBLICiE FRANCOFURTENSI8 ” {Ducat of the

Republic of Frankfort). Intrinsic value: $2.28.

2. Ducat of 1796. Obverse: View of the city of Frankfort.

Reverse: A wreath of laurel surrounding the words: “aus den
GEFAESSEN DER KIRCHEN UND DER BCROER DER STADT

franckfurt” {Out of the plate belonging to the churches and

that of the citizens of the city of Frankfort). Intrinsic value:

$2.25.

SILVER COINS OF FRANKFORT.

1. Double Thaler of 3| Gulden or Florins of 1628. Ob-

verse; A^iew of the city of Frankfort.

Reverse: The eagle of Frankfort, surrounded by olive

branches. Intrinsic value : $1.45; but being out of circulation

for more than 100 years, it is highly prized by numismatists.

2. Double Thaler of 3} Gulden or Florins of 1841-1844.

Obverse; A^iew of the river Main, with the city of Frankfort

on the left shore, and the bridge across the river; several ves-
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sels and small boats are seen in different parts of the harbor;

beneath are two horns of plenty, and two Mercury’s wands

DOUBLE THALER OF GULDEN,

crossed. At the left side, beneath the view of the river, appears

the name of the engraver, “Zollman.”

Reverse: “3^ gulden 2 thaler” and the date of the year

of issue ; surrounded by heavy oak branches, crossed and tied.

Legend: “vereinsmunze” (Conrmh’on money). Exergue: “vii

EINE FEINE MARK ” {Seven to weigh one Mark fine silver).

Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.45.9950.

3. Double Thaler of 3J Gulden of 1845 to 1860. Obverse:

Eagle of Frankfort, crowned. Ijcgend : “freie stadt ”

(Free City). Exergue :
“ Frankfurt.” Reverse : Same as

No. 2. Weight, fineness, and value same as No. 2.

4. Janauscheck Double Thaler, or 3J Gulden of 1861. Ob-

verse: Eagle of Frankfort, crowned. I^egend : “zwei
vereinsthaler. XV EIN PFUND FEIN.” Reverse : Bust of

Fanny Janauscheck, laureated. Legend :
“ FREIE stadt

FRANKFURT.” Weight, fineness, and value same as No. 2.

5. Two Gulden Piece of the Archduke John, of Austria, as

administrator of the German Confederation in 1848. Obverse:

“erzherzog JOHANN VON OESTERREICH,” inscribed in four

lines (Archduke John of Austria). Beneath is a palm and

laurel branch, crossed. Legend :
“ erwahlt zum beichsver-
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WESER UBER DEUTSCHLAND DEN 29 JUNI 1848” {EU/Ued OS

Administrator of the Empire over Germany, June 29, 1848).

Reverse: Double-headed eagle of Frankfurt, Legend:

“ CONSTITUIRENDE VEI^SAMMLUNG I. D. F. STADT FRANKFURT

18 MAI, 1848 ” {Constitutional Assembly in the Free (My of

Frankfort, May 18, 1848). Around the e<lge: “ ZWEI gulden”

{Two Florins). Weight: 327.335 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.83.3894. ^
6. Double Gulden of 1848-1852. Obverse and Legend;

Same as No. 3. Reverse :
“ 2 gulden ” and the date of the

year of issue; surrounded by heavy oak branches, crossed and

tied. Weight: 327.335 grains. Fineness; 900. Value:

$0.83.3894.

7. Vereins Thaler of 1| Gulden, or Florin, of 1859. Ob-

verse: I^gle of Frankfort. I.<egend :
“ ein vereinsthaler.

XXX EIN PFUND FEIN ” (Onc Convention Thaler, thirty to

weigh one poundfine silver). Exergue: “1859.” Reverse and

Legend : Same as No. 4. Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.72.9978.

8. Gulden of 1848 and since. Obverse and Legend : Same

as No. 3.

if gulden or florin op FRANKFORT.

Reverse :
“ 1 gulden,” beneath date of the year of issue

;

surrounded by heavy branches of oak, crosse<l and tietl.

Weight: 163.675. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.41.6940.

9.

Half Gulden of 1841 and since. Obverse: Same as

No. 8.

h
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Reverse: gulden;” rest same as No. 6. Weight:

81.837 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: SO.20.7838.

HALF GULDEN OR FLORIN OF FRANKFORT.

BILLON COINS OF FRANKFORT.

1. 6 Kreutzer. Obverse, sometimes the Frankfort eagle,

other times view of the City of Frankfort. Weight: 40 grains.

Finenes.'*: 333.333. Value: §0.03.8020.

2. 3 Kreutzer. Obverse: Eagle of Frankfort. Weight:

20 grains. Fineness: 333.333. Value: §0.02.4010.

C. Mtimburg.

GOLD COINS OF HAMBURG.

1. Quintuple Ducat of 1828. Obverse: Female seated,

holding in her left hand a stalk of wheat, resting her hand upon

a beehive.

QUINTUPLE DUCAT OF l828.

Reverse: “1778,” surrounded by a wreath, beneath the same,

“1828,” surrounded also by a wreath; the whole inclosed in a
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circle. Ijegend: “funfzig j^ehriger bestand der ham-

BURGISCHEN VERSORGUNGS ANSTALT.” {Fifty years existence

of the Provident Institution of the City of Hamburg). Weight

:

269.290. Fineness: 979.167. Value: §11.35.5165.

2. Ducat of 1841 to 1860. Obverse: A Knight in armor,

carrying a long sword in his dexter, holding with his sinister an

oval shield, upon which is the arms of the City of Hamburg: a

city gate with three towers, and the date of the year of issue.

Legend: “hamburgensis nvmvs avkevs” {Gold Coin of

Hamburg).

HAMBURG DUCAT.

Reverse: A fancy shield bearing the following: “67 aeqv.

POND MARC COL PRETii 23^ KARAT ” (67 -pieces equal to weigh

one Mark fine of Cologne). Weight: 53.858 grains. Fineness:

979.167. Value: §2.27.1033.

In 1860 and up to 1872, a .slight change was made upon the

Reverse of this Ducat, the line “ 23J kar.vt” was altered to

“979 miles;” the rest remaining unchanged. Prior to 1841,

and from that time back to 1810, the Obverse of the Ducat

bears only the city gate with three towers : the arms of Ham-
burg. Legend: Same as No. 2. Exergue: Date of the year

of issue. Weight, finene.ss, and value : Same as No. 2.

By decree of the German i^rapire of February 15th, 1873,

the former coinage of Hamburg, which was in use since 1619,

was abolished and the conversion in Marks and Pfennige or-

dered. The gold coin of Hamburg of to-day are the 20, 10 and

5 Mark pieces.

3. 20 Mark. Obverse : Shield supported by two lions,

uimn it a city gate with three towers above it, surmountetl by a
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helmet, behind which are seen flags, spears, etc. Legend

:

“freie und iiansestadt Hamburg” {Free and Hanseatic

city of Hamburg.) Reverse: The Imperial Eagle of Germany.

Legend: “ Deutsches reich” {German Empire). Exergue:

“20 MARK.” Around the edge“GOTX mit uns ” {God with

us). Weight: 122.880. Fineness: 900. Value: $4.76.

4. 10 Mark. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 3. Re-

verse and legend: Same as No. 3. Exergue: “10 mark.”

Weight: 61.440. Fineness: 900. Value: $2.38.

5. 5 Mark. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 3. Re-

verse and Legend : Same as No. 3. Exergue :
“ funf mark ”

{Five Marks). Weight: 30.720. Fineness: 900. Value:

$1.19. All the new gold coins bear the mint-mark “ J.”

SILVER COINS OF HAMBURG.
1. Two Mark Courant. Obverse: Double headed eagle.

I ntrinsic Value
: $0.59.788.').

TWO MARK PIECE OF 1765.

TWO MARK PIECE OF 1780-1800.

2. Two Mark Courant. Obverse : Double headed eagle.

Intrinsic Value : $0.51.
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Mark of 1731. Obverse; Double headed eagle.

ONE MAIIK PIECE OF 1731. TWO MARKS COURANT.

Intrinsic Value : $0.29.^943.

4. Half and Quarter Mark. Obverse: Same as No. 3.

5. Two Marks Courant of 32 Shillings of 1808-1870.

Obverse: A city gate with three towers above. Reverse:

“ 32 sciiii.LiNGE HAMBURGER COURANT 1808.” Intrinsic

Value ; 30.50|.

6. One Mark Courant of 16 Shillings. Obverse: Same as

No. 5. Reverse: “16,” rest same as No. 5. Intrinsic Value:

$0.25|.

7. 8 Shillings Courant. Obverse : Same as No. 5. Re-

verse ; “8,” rest same as No. 5. Intrinsic Value: §0.12.

8 SHILLINGS COURANT. 4 SHILLINGS COURANT.

8.

4 Shillings Courant. Obverse : Same as No. 5. Re-

verse: “ 4,” rest same as No. 5. Intrinsic Value: §0.06.

All the silver coins aforementioned have since the 15th of
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February, 1873, been deprived of their value as lega. cender,

and being since 1808 only 562 and 375 fine, are almost value-

less except to the numismatists.

9.

5 Marks of 1872 and since. Obverse: Coat of arms of

city of Hamburg. Legend: “freik UND iiansestadt Ham-
burg.” Mint-mark “j.”

6 MARKS PIECE OF HAMBURG.

Reverse : The Im}>erial German Eagle. Legend

:

“ DEUTSCHES REICH,” and the date of the year of issue. Ex-
ergue: “funf mark.” Weight: 476 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $1.19.

10. 2 Marks of 1873 and since. Obverse and Legend:

Same as Xo. 9. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 9. Ex-
ergue: “ZWEIMARK.” Weight: 190.400 grains. Fineness:

900. Value : $0.47.600.

11. 1 Mark of 1874 and since. Obverse: The German Im-
perial Eagle.

ONE MARK of HAMBURG.

Reverse: “1 mark” surrounded by oak branches crossed
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and tied. Ivegend: “ DEUTSCHES iiEicH.” Exergue: Date of

year of issue. Weight: 95.200 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.23.8.

12. 50 Pfennig. Obverse: Imperial German Eagle.

Reverse :
“ 50.” Legend : DEUTSciiES REICH,” and the date

of the year of issue. Exergue: “ teennig.” Weight: 47.600

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.11.90.

13. 20 Pfennig. Obverse: Same as No. 12.

Reverse :
“ 20,” rest same as No. 1 2. Weight : 19.040 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.04.76.

The Nickel and Bronze coins circulating in Hamburg are

those of the German Empire.

D. Lnbeck.
The coinage of Lubeck has been limited to silver, of some-

what inferior standard, none alx>ve 750 fine and again as low

down as 562 fine. (Billon.)

1. Three Mark Piece of 1752 only 750 fine, weighing

424.587 grains.

3 MARKS OR 48 SHIELINGS OF LUBECK OF 1752.

Intrinsic Value: $0.91.2468; being out of circulation for

nearly one hundred years, its value among numismatists is con-

siderable.

2. Mark piece of 16 Shillings. Obverse: Double headed

eagle; upon its breast “ 16” inclosed in a circle.
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Reverse: Shield, coat of arms of the city of Lubeck, above

“16,” surrounded by palm branches. Weight: 141.529

grains. Fineness: 750. Value: $0.30.4156.

3. Half Mark of 8 Shillings. Obverse : Same as No. 2.

HALF MARK OF 8 SHILLINGS OF LUBECK.

Reverse: Same as No. 2. Weight: 84.908. Fineness:

625. Value: $0.13J.

4. 4 Shillings. Obverse: Same as No. 2. Reverse: Same
as No. 2. Weight : 47.176 grains. Fineness : 562.450.

Value: $0.08.1108.

All the afore-described eoins have been deprived of their

value as legal tender by act of July 1st, 1872. Lubeck as a

free city has the right to coin gold and silver money
;
but must

•-‘onforra to the standard weight, devices and legends of the

German Empire.

HESSE.
After various changes and divisions, the Landgraviate of

Hesse was divided into three parts, of which Hesse-Cassel’s

I.(andgraf was made Elector in 1803; He.sse-Darmstadt a Grand
Duchy in 1806, and Hesse-Homburg remained a Landgraviate,

each being so distinguished from the name of its capital. The
coinages of these three States have been interchangeable, being

distinguished only by the titles of the reigning princes.

Since 1872 their respective coinage has been called in, and

since 1873 the German Reichs-Mark in gold and silver has

taken their place.

The Electorate of Hesse-Cassel and the Landgraviate of
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Ple&se-Homburg have ceased to issue coins
;
only the Granil

Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt has the privilege to coin gold and

silver Reichs-Marks, and their mint-mark is the letter “ H ”

and their mint at Darmstadt.

GOLD COINS OF HESSP:-CASSEL.

1. Double Wilhelm’s D’Ors of 10 Thalers of Wilhelm I.

Obverse: Hea«l of Wilhelm I. Legend : “wilhelmts i

Ei.Etrr II ASS LANDGR M I) FUED ”
(
William I. Elector of Hesse,

Ixindgraf and Grand Duke of P'ulda). Reverse: Crowned

shield bearing the arms of Ilesse. Legend : “zehn thaler.”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 206.221 grains.

Fineness: 902.779. Value: $8.00.9348.

2. Wilhelm’s D’Or of 5 Thalers. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 1. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Ijegend :
“5

THALER.” Weight: 103.110. Fineness: 902.779. Value:

$4.00.4674.

3. Double Wilhelm’s D’Or of 10 Thalers of Wilhelm II.

Obverse: Bust of Wilhelm II. in uniform. Legend: “WIL-

HELM II. KURF. 8. L. V. HF,SSEN G. II. V. FULDA ”
(
Wilhelm II.

Kurfurst Souvcrain Ixindyraf Von Hessen, Gros-IIerzog Von

Fulda; William II., Elector Sovereign of Hesse, Grand Duke of

Fulda). Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Weight:

206.221 grains. Fineness: 902.779. Value: $8.00.9348.

4. Wilhelm’s D’Or of 5 Thalers of Wilhelm II. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 3. Reverse and Legend : Same as

No. 2. Weight: 103.110. Fineness: 902.779. Value:

$4.00.4674.

6. Double Wilhelm’s D’Or of 10 Thalers of Wilhelm II.,

Elector, and Friedrich Wilhelm, Electoral Prince and Co-Re-

gent. Obverse: Coat of arms of Ilcsse-Cassel, surmounted by

a crown, from which an order chain surrounds the whole. I^e-

gend: “ Wilhelm ii. kurf. u. friedr. wilh. kurpr. u.

MiTREo” {William II., Elector, and Frederick William, Electoral

Prince and Co-Regent). Reverse :
“ X thaler,” and the dale

of the year of issue. Legend: “kurfOrstenthum hicssen”
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{Electorate Hesse). Weight: 206.221 grains. Fineness: 902-

.778. Value: $8.00.9348.

6. Wilhelm’s D'Or of 5 Thalers of Wilhelm II., and Fried-

rich Wilhelm. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 5. Re-

verse :
“ V THALER,” rest same as No. 5. Weight : 102.825

grains. Fineness: 899.306. Value: $3.98.0910.

SILVER COINS OF HESSE-CASSEL.

1. Thaler of Wilhelm I. Obverse: Head of Wilhelm I.

Legend : “wilhelm i.kurf. souv. landgra. z. hessen. gr.

H. V. FULDA.” Reverse: “ein thaler,” and the date of the

year of issue, inclosed in wreath of laurel. Around the edge:

“KUR. HESS, laxd-muxze” {Electorate of Hesse State-Money).

Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

2. Thaler of Wilhelm II. Obverse: Head of Wilhelm II.

Legend: “wilhelm il,” rest same as No. 1. Revei’se and

Legend: Same as No. 1. Weight, Fineness and Value: Same

:»s No. 1.

3. Thaler of Wilhelm II. and Frederick Wilhelm, Co-Re-

gent. Obverse : Crowned shield, hearing arms of Hesse-Cassel,

surrounded by an oi’der chain. Legend :
“ WILU. ll. KURF. U.

FRIEDR. WILH. KUR PR. U. MIT REGENT.”

THALER OF WILLIAM II. AND FREDERICK WILLIAM,
CO-REGENT.

Reverse: “1 thaler,” and the date of the year of issue.

Legend: “ kurfurstenthum hes.sen.” Weight: 285.784

grains. Fineness; 900. Value: $0.72.
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4. Double Thaler or 3J Gulden or Florin of Friederich Wil-

helm 1. Obverse: Head of Friederich Wilhelm. Legend:

“friedr. WILHELM I KURFURST V. HE&SEN.” Reverse:

Shield bearing arms of Hesse-Cassel, surrounded by an onler

chain; upon a mantle of ermine draped from a crown. Le-

gend: “2 THALER VII EINE F. MARK 3\ GULDEN*’ {TlCO

Thalers or Dollars, seven to weigh one Mark, fine silver, Gul-

den or Flonns). Exergue: “ vereins-munze,” and the date

of the year of issue. Weight : 572.847 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value: $1.45.9950.

5. Vereins-Thaler of 1| Gulden' or Florins of Friedrich

Wilhelm I. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 4. Reverse:

Same as No. 4. I^egend : “ein verelns-tiialer xxx ein

PFUND fein” {One Convention Thaler or Dollar, 30 to weigh

one pound, fine silver). Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

The Billon-silver money of IIesse-Ca.ssel is the One-third

Thaler, marked “3 einen thaler” {three to make one Thaler).

Weight: 137.486 grains. Fineness: 625. Value: $0.24.

i THALER. J THALER.

The One-sixth of a Thaler, marked “6 einen thaler” {six

to make one Thaler). Weight: 82.485 grains. Fineness: 520'

.3.33. Value: $0.12. All the afore-descril)cd coins of Ilesse-

Cassel are no legal tender.

GOLD COINS OF HESSE-DARMSTADT.
1. Carolin of Ernest Ludwig. Obverse: Head of Ernest

Ixaiis. Legend: “ernest lvd. hass. landg. pr. hersf”

{Ernest Louis Landgrave of Hesse, Prince of Hirschfeld).
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Reverse : A cross formed by four crowns, and the letters

“ E. L.” four times repeated: in the centre an “X.” (10 Gulden

CAROIJN OP ERNEST LOUIS OF HESSE.

or Florins). I^egend : “ocx::ulta patebvst ” {Hidden things

shall be brought to light). Intrinsic value
: §4.75; but being out

of circulation since 1806, it is highly prized by numismatists.

2. The Half Carolin. Obverse, Reverse and Legend: Same

as No. 1, with the exception that in the centre of the letters

“ E. L.” a “V ” (5 Gulden or Florin) in place of an “X ” ap-

pears. Intrinsic value
: $2.37|. (Also very scarce.)

3. The Quarter Carolin. Obverse, Reverse and Legend :

Same as No. 1, only “ J
” instead of “ X.”

QUARTER carolin OP ERNEST LOUIS OF HE.SSE.

Intrinsic value : §1.68| ;
also very scarce.

4.

Ducat of Ludwig. Obverse : Head of Ludwig. Le-

gend :
“ LUDWIG GROSIIERZOO VON HESSEN.”

DUCAT OF LUDWIG OF HESSE.

Reverse: Crowned shield with the arms of Hesse-Darmstadt.
2R
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Weight: 56.652 grains. Fineness: 937.5 grains. Value:

$2.27.

5. 10 Gulden Piece of Ludwig II. Obverse: Head of Lud-

wig II. Legend: “ludwig ll GRaSIIERZOG VON hessen.”

Reverse : Shield bearing coat of arms of Ilesse-Durmstadt, sur-

raounte<l by a cuirasse, upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a

crown above. Legend: “zehn gulden” (Ten F/oj'irw). Ex-

ergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 104.153 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §4.03.7723.

6. 5 Gulden Piece of Ludw’ig II. Obverse and I^egend

:

Same as No. 5. Reverse: Same as No. 5. Legend: “fOnf
GULDEN.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight:

56.652 grains. Finene.ss: 937.500. Value : §2.28.6237.

All the afore-described gold coins are no longer a legal tender

in Germany, and are now being exchanged for Rcichs-Marks

of the German Empire.

7. 20 Marks of Hesse-Darmstadt of 1873 and since. Ob-

verse: Head of Ludwig III. Ivcgend: “ludwig hi gros-

HERZOG VON HESSEN.” Exergue: Mint-mark “II” of the

mint located in Darmstadt. Reverse: The German Imperial

Eagle. Legend: “Deutsches reich,” and the date of the

year of issue. Exergue: “20 .mark.” Weight: 122.880

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §4.76.

8. 10 Marks of Hesse-Darmstadt of 1874 and since. Ob-

verse and Legend: Same as No. 7. Reverse: Same as No. 7.

I.«egend: “ Deutsches reich.” Exergue: “10 marks.”

Weight: 61.440 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §2.38.

9. 5 Marks of Hesse-Darmstadt of 1874 and since. Ob-

verse and Legend : Same as No. 7. Reverse and Legend :

Same as No. 7. Exergue: “funf mark.” Weight: 30.720

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.19.

SILVER COINS OF hessf:-darmstadt.
1. The 3J Gulden or Florin of 2 Thalers of Ludwig II.

Obverse: Head of Ludwig II. Legend: “ludwig ii oros-

HERZ<X; von HF.SSEN.”
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Reverse: “vereins” “MUNZE,”and the date of the year

of issue, in three parallel lines, the whole surrounded by heavy

oak branches, crossed and tie<l. Legend :
“ gulden,” a

star, “2 THALER.” Exergue: “VH EINE feine mark.”

GULDEN OF 2 THALERS OF HESSE-DARMSTADT.

{Seven to weigh one Mark of fine silver). Weight: 572.847

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.9950.

2. The 3^ Gulden or Florins of 2 Thalers of Hesse-Darni-

stadt. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1

.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Hesse-Darmstadt,

Legend: 3J gulden vii eine f. mark 2 thaler.”

Exergue: “vereins munze,” and the date of the year of

issue. Weight, fineness, and value: Same as No. 1.

3. Crown Thaler of Ludwig II. of Hesse-Darmstadt. Ob-

verse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Shield bearing arms of Hesse-Darmstadt, above it

a Helmet, upon a mantle of ermine, the whole draped from a

crown above. Legend: “ ein kronen thaler.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight : 455.068 grains. Fineness :

868.056. Value: $1.01.7823.

4. Vereins Thaler of Ludwig III. Obverse: Head of

Ludwig III. Legend: “ludwig hi. grosherzog von
HESSEN.” Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing arms of Hesse-

Darmstadt, supported by two crowned lions. Legend: “ein
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VEREINS THALER XXX EiN PFUND FEIN ” {One Convention

Thaler or Dollar, thirty to weigh one pound fine silver). Exer-

gue': Date of the year of issue. Weight: 285.784 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: 80.72.9975.

CROWN THALER OF LUDWIG IT.

5. Two Gulden Piece of Ludwig III. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 4. Reverse: Same as No. 4. Legend: “zWEi

GDLDE.v’’ {Two Florins). Exergue: Date of the year of

issue. Weight: 327.335 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.83.3894.

6. Gulden or Florin of Ludwig III. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 4. Reverse :
“ 1 gulden,” and the date of the

year of issue
;
surrounded by heavy branches of oak, crossed

and tied. Weight: 163.675 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.41.6947.

7. Half Gulden or Florin of Ludwig III, Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 4. Reverse: gulden;” rest same as

No. 6. Weight: 81.837 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.20.8473.

All the afore-descril)ed coins have been deprived of their

value as legal tender by act of the German Empire, April,

1872.

8. Five Mark Piece of 1873 and since. Obverse: Head of

Ludwig III. facing to the right: all the fonner coins of Hesse-

Darm.stadt, the eflBgies of the reigning princes face the left.
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Legend: “ludwig hi geosherzog von hessen.” Exergue:

“ H.” Mint-mark of Darmstadt.

lleverse: The German Imperial Eagle. Legend: “Deut-

sches EEiCH,” and the date of the year of issue. Exergue

:

“fuse MARK. Weight: 476 grains. Fineness: 900. Value;

$1.19.

9. Two Mark Piece of 1874 and since. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 8. lleverse and Legend : Same as No. 8.

Exergue; “zwEi mark.” Weight: 190.400 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §0.47.6.

10. One Mark Piece of 1874 and since. Obverse: The

German Imperial Eagle and the Mint-mark “h.”

lleverse: “1 mark,” surrounded by oak branches, crossed

and tied. Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight:

95.200. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.23.800.

11. 50 Pfennig of 1874 and since. Obverse: Same as No.

10. Reverse: “50.” Legend: “Deutsches reich.” Ex-

ergue: “pfennig.” Weight: 47.600 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.11.900.

12. 20 Pfennig of 1874 and since. Obverse: Same as No.

10. Reverse: “20,” rest same as No. 10. Weight: 19.040

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.04.760.

6 kreutzers of hesse-darmstadt.

The Nickel and Bronze Coins circulating in Hesse-Darra-

stadt are those of the German Empire

HESSE-HOMBURG.
SILVER COINS OF HESSE-HOMBURG.

1. Vereins-Tlialer of Ferdinand of Hesse-Horaburg. Ob-
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verse: Head of Ferdinaud. Legend: “feudinand souv.

LANDGRAF V. HESSEN ” {Ferdinand Souvereign Landgrave of

Hessen). Reverse: Shield bearing the arras of Hesse-Cassel

and Hesse-Hoinburg, upon a shield of pretence bearing the

lion rarapant of Hesse-Darrastadt, the whole upon a raantle of

ermine, draiKnl from a crown from above. Ix'gend : “ein

VEREINS-THALER XXX EIN PFUND FEIN ” {One Convention

Tfuiler or Dollar, thirty to weigh one pound fine silver). Exer-

gue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 285.784 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: S0.72.

Hes.se-Cassel and llesse-Homburg exist no longer as iiide-

|>endent sovereign states, Prussia having annexed the same in

1864; they form now only a province of the German Empire.

IHPPE.

SILVER COINS OF LIPPR

1. Double Thaler of Gulden of Lippe. Obverse: Head

of Paul Alexander Leopold. Legend :
“ Paul Alexander

LEOPOLD FURST ZUR lippe” Reverse: Shield bearing arms

of the Principality of Lipjx*, upon a mantle of ermine, draped

from a crown above. Ijogend : “2 thaler vii eine f. mark

3| gulden” {Two Thaler or DoUat's of 3^ Gulden or Florins,

seven to loeigh one Mark, fine silver). Exergue: “ vereins,”

date of the year of issue, “munze.” Weight: 572.847 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

2. Vereins-Thaler of Paul Alexander Leopold. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Legend :

“ein VEREINS-THALER XXX EIN PFUND FEIN ” (One CbrUTen-

tion Thaler or Dollar, thirty to weigh one pound, fine silver).

Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight : 285.784 grains.

Fineness : 900. Value : $0.72.

3. Double Thaler of 3J Gulden of Lipjie. Obverse: Head

of Paul Frie<lrich Emil Ijeopold. L^end: “PAUL Friedrich

EMIL LEOi»OLD fOrst z LIPPE.” Reverse, Legend and Ex-
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ergue: Same as No. 1. Weiglit: 572.847 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: 31.45.995.

4. Vereins-Thaler of Lippe. Obverse and Legend: Same as

No. 3. Reverse, Legend and Exergue: Same as No. 2.

Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: 30.72.

All the afore-described coins have been deprived of their

value as legal tender, by Act of the German Empire, July 1st,

1873.

LIPPE-SCUAUMBURG.
SILVER COINS OF LIPPE-SCHAUxMBURG.

1. Double Thaler of 3J Gulden of Georg Wilhelm. Obverse:

Head of Georg Wilhelm. Legend: “georg Wilhelm furst

zu SCHAUMBURG-LIPPE." Reverse: “nach funfzig jahri-

GER REGIERUNG, 1857” {After fifty years of reign, 1857). Le-

gend :
“ EiN doppel-thaler”—a star—“ xv ein pfund

FEIN ” {One Double Thaler or Dollar, fifteen to weigh one pound,

fine silver). Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

31.45.995.

By Act of Parliament of the German Empire this coin has

been deprived of its legal tender value.

MECKLENBURGhSCHWERlN.

GOLD COINS OF MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN.

1. Double Pistolen Piece of 10 Thalers of Friedrich Franz.

Obverse: Head of Frederick Francis. Legend: “ friedericii

FRANZ GROSSHERZOG V. MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN.” Reverse:

Crowned shield bearing the arms of Mecklenburg-Schwerin,

supported by an ox and griffin, rampant, upon a mantle of er-

mine, draped from a crown from above. I^jgend :
“ zehn

THALER.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight

:

205.542 grains. Fineness: 895.833. Value: 37.92.8390.

2. Double Pistolen Piece of 10 Thalers of Paul Friedrich.
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Obverse; Head of Paul Fredrick. Legend: “PAUL FRIED-

RICH GIWJSSIIEBZOG V. MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN.”

DOUBLE PISTOLE OF 10 THALERS.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 205.542 grains. Fine-

ness : 895.833. Value : $7.92.8390.

3. Pistole of 5 Tlialers of Friedrich Franz. Obverse and

Ijcgend : Same as No. 1. Reverse; Crowned shield bearing

the arms of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, upon a mantle of ermine,

draped from a crown from above. Legend: “pCnf thaler.”

Exergue; Date of the year of issue. Weight; 102.771 grains.

Fineness: 895.833. Value: $3.96.4195.

4. Pistole of 5 Thalers of Paul Friedrich. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 2. Reverse and Ijegend : Same as No. 3.

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 102.771 grains.

Fineness: 895.833. Value: $3.96.4195.

5. Half Pistole of 2J Thalers of Paul Frietlrich. Obverse:

Head of Paul Fretlerick. Legend :
“ PAUL Friedrich gross-

IIERZCXJ V. MECKLENBURG-scmvERiN.” Reverse: Crowned

shield bearing the arms of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, upon a man-

tle of ermine, draped from a crown from above. lA'gend

:

“ZWEI UNI) EIN HALB THAi.ER.” Weight: 51.335 grains.

Finene.ss: 895.833. Value: $1.98.2048.

The afore-<lescribe<l gold coins are now exchanged in Germany
for Reichs-Marks, of the German Empire; having l>een deprived

of their legal tender value for payments of debts, public and

private, since July, 1873.

SILVER COINS OF MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN.
1. Thaler of Frietlrich Franz. Obverse; Head of Fred-
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erick Francis. Legend: “ Friedrich franz grossherzog

V. MECKLENB. scnvv.” Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing

arms of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, surrounded by a laurel wreath.

Legend: “ ein thaler xiv eine f. m.” Exergue: Date of

the year of issue. Weight: 343.72 grains. Fineness: 750.

Value: §0.72.9975.

2. Florin of Paul Friedrich, diverse: Undraped bust of

Paul Frederick. Legend: “PAUL friedr. grossherzog v.

mecklexburg-sciiwerin.”

FLORIN OF PAUL FREDERICK.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Legend: “xviii stuck eine

{date of the year of issue) mark fein silber.” Weight : 203-

.320 grains. Fineness: 893.111. Value: §0.56.6650.

3. Florin of Friedrich Franz. Obverse: Head of Frederick

Francis. Legend: Same as No. 1.

FLORIN OF FREDERICK FRANCIS.

Reverse: Same as No. 2. Weight: 203.320 grains. Fine-

ness: 893.111. Value: $0.56.6650.
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4. 32 Shilling Piece of Friederich Franz, 1797. Obverse:

Large figure “32” “schilling.” “courant.” “Mecklen-
burg.” “SCHWERIN.” “munze.” “1797,” in seven parallel

lines. Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Mecklenburg-

Schwerin. Legend: “fried franz v. g. g. herzog zu

MECKLENBURG-schvverin.” Weight: 283.059 grains. Fine-

ness: 750. Value: $0.59.8171.

The silver coins of Mecklenburg-Schwerin are no longer legal

tender, neither are they receivable for taxes since 1874. The

silver, nickel and bronze money now in circulation throughout

Mecklenburg, are the Reichs-Mark and Pfeunige of the German

Empire, described on page 642.

NASSAU.
Na.ssau, up to 1864 an independent Duchy, forms now only a

province of Prussia, and therewith part of the German Em-
pire.

SILVER COINS OF NASSAU.

1. Double Thaler of 3J Gulden or Florins of Adolph from

1840 to 1847. Obverse: Head of Adolph. Legend : “adolph

HERZOG zu NASSAU ” {Adolph Duke of Nassau).

Reverse :
“ 3J gulden 2 thaler,” and the date of the year

of issue
;
surrounded by heavy oak branches, cros.sed and tic<l.

Legend: “vereins munze.” Exergue: “vii eine f. mark”
{Seven to weigh one Mark fine). Weight: 572.847 grains.

Fineness : 900. Value: $1.45.995.

2. Double Thaler of 3J Gulden or Florins of Adolph of

1847 to 1860. Obverse and Ijcgend : Same as No. 1. Re-

verse: Crownetl shield, bearing arms of Nas.sau, upon a mantle

of ermine, draped from a crown from above. I^'gend: “3J
GULDEN. VII EINE F. MARK. 2 THALER.” ExergUe :

“ VEREINS

MliNZE.” Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$1.45.995.

3. Vereins-Thaler of 1| Gulden of Adolph of 1849-1864.

Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Crowned
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shield, upon it a lion rampant
;
the shield supported by two

crowned lions. Legend: “ein vereins-thaler. xxx eix

PFUND FEIN.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight:

285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

4. Two Gulden Piece of Adolph of Nassau. Obverse:

Head of Adolph facing to the right. Legend: Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Same as No. 3. Legend: “zwEi gulden” {Two

E'lorins). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight

:

327.335 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.83.3894.

5. Gulden of Adolph of Nassau. Obverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 4. Reverse: “1 gulden,” and the date of the

year of issue
;
surrounded by heavy branches of oak, crossed

and tied. Weight: 163.675 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.41.5677.

6. Half Gulden of Adolph of Nassau. Obverse: Head of

Adolph facing to the right. Legend: “adolph herzog zu

NASSAU.”

HALF GULDEN OR FLORIN OF NASSAU.

Reverse : “ J gulden,” and the date of the year of issue

;

surrounded by heavy branches of oak, crossed and tied.

Weight: 81.652 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.20.7838.

The Billon money of Nassau, the 6 Kreutzer and the 3 Kreut-

zer Piece weigh 40 and 20 grains respectively, and are of only

333.333 fineness: their value, therefore, 2| and If cents each.

OLDENBURG.
SILVER COINS OF OLDENBURG.

1. Thaler of Paul Friedrich August of Oldenburg. Ob-
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verse: Head of Paul Fredrick August. I^egend: “PAUL
FRIEDU. AUGUST. OR. H. V. OLDENBURG.” Roverse: Crowne<l

shield, hearing arms of the Grand Duke of Oldenburg; sur-

rounded by oak and laurel branches, cros.sed and tied. Ijogend

:

“ein thaler. XIV EiNE F. m” {One Thaler or Dollar, four-

teen to weigh one Mark fine silver). Exergue: Date of the year

of is.sue. Weight: 343.72 grains. Fineness: 7.'i0. Value:

80.72.9975.

2. Vereins-Thaler of Nicolaus Friedrich Peter. Obverse:

Head of Nicolas Fredrick Peter. Legend: “nicolaus friedr.

PETER GR. H. V. OLDENBURG.” Reverse: Same as No. 1.

Legend: “ein vereins-thaler xxx ein pfund fein”

{One Convention Thaler or Dollar, thirty to weigh one poundfine

silver). Weight: 285.784 grains. Value: §0.72.

The Billon money of Groscheu of Oldenburg is only 375

fine, and weighs 49| grains
;

its value quite nominal at 5J
cents.

All the afore-described coins of Oldenburg are no longer

legal tender, and the coins now circulating are the Reicbs-

Mark in gold and silver of the German Empire.

PRUSSIA.
About 1320 Prussia was but a small, unimportant duchy,

just recovering from a fifty years’ religious quarrel and blood-

shed between the Teutonic Christian knights and the Borussi,

the original inhabitants of that part of Germany. At the ac-

ce.ssion of Fredrick VI., of Nuremburg, in 1415, it was raised

to an Electorate
;

since then it has been steadily augmenting

both in extent and influence, and now ranks among the first

powers of Europe. It was raised to the rank of a kingdom

during the reign of Frederick III., who, in an a.ssembly of

nobles from the different German principalities, put a royal

crown upon his own head, and upon the head of his consort,

proclaimed himself King of Prussia, dropping the name of

Frwlerick III., and assuming the title of Frederick I., King

of Prussia.
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From that time, and up to 1871, the sovereigns of Prussia

bore the title “King;” but on January 18, 1871, Prince Bis-

mark, in the name of the other German sovereigns, and the

German people, at Versailles, France, offered the Imperial

Crown of Germany to the now Emperor Wilhelm, who still, as

Emperor of Germany, maintains his royal title of Prussia.

The coinage, both gold and silver, of Prussia is very impor-

tant and varied.

GOLD COINS OF PRUSSIA.

1. Double Frederick D’Or of 1776 of Fredrick II., sur-

named Frederick the Great. Obverse: Bust of Frederick the

Great. I.<egcnd :
“ fridkricus boruessorum rex ” [Frederick

King of the Borussia or Prussia). Reverse : An eagle’s wings

expanded, martial emblems, etc. Legend : Date of the year

of issue. Weight: 206 grains. Fineness: 902. Value:

$7.92.

2. Frederick D’Or of Frederick the Great, from 1752 to 1770.

Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

\

FREDERICK d’oR OF FREDERICK THE GREAT.

Reverse: Crowned eagle, wings expanded, flags and stand-

ards, saltiere wise, the eagle resting on a shield upon which the

letter “a,” mint-mark of Berlin. Exergue: Date of the year

of issue. Weight: 103 grains. Fineness: 902. Value:

$3.96.

3.

Frederick D’Or of Freilerick the Great, of 1775 to 1786.

Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Crowned eagle, wings expanded, flags and martial

emblems. Legend : Date of the year of issue. Exergue : Let-
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ter “a,” mint-mark of Berlin. Weight: 103 grains. Fine-

ness: 902. Value: $3.96.

FREDERICK d’oR OF FREDERICK THE GREAT.

4.

Double Frederick D’Or of Frederick William III. Ob-

verse: Bust of Frederick William III. in military uniform, the

hair tied iu a queue, head facing to the left. Legend: “friedr.

WILHELM III. KOENIG VON PREUSSEN.”

DOUBLE FREDERICK d’oR OF FREDERICK WILLIAM III.

Reverse: Crowned eagle, wings e.xpanded, perched upon

cannon, flags and other martial emblems; in his dexter talon a

sceptre, in his sinister the royal globe, surmounted by the Coptic

cross. Exergue : Date of the year of issue, and beneath the

letter “a,” mint-mark of Berlin. Weight: 206.221 grains.

Fineness: 902.778. Value: $7.96.

5. Frederick D’Or of Frederick William III. Obverse and

liCgcnd : Same as No. 4. Reverse: Eagle without a crown,

perched upon a flag. No Ijogend. Exergue: “17 A. 98.’^

Weight: 103.110 grain.s. Fineness: 902.778. Value: $3.98.

6. Frederick D’Or of Fre<lerick William III., of 1810. Ob-

verse : Bust of Frederick William III. facing to the right, no



GERMAN EMPIRE. 703

queue. Legend: “Friedrich wilhelm hi. koenig von

PREUSSEN.” Reverse: Same as No, 4. Exergue: “1810.”

“a.” Weight: 103.110 grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value:

$3.98.

7. Fretlerick D’Or of Frederick William III., of 1813, Ob-

verse and Legend : Same as No. 4. Reverse : Same as No. 4,

Exergue: “1813” “a.” Weight: 103.110 grains. Fineness:

902.778. Value: $3.98.

8. Frederick D’Or of Frederick William III., of 1813. Ob-

verse: Laureated bust of Frederick William III. facing to the

right, no queue. Legend :
“ friedr. wilhelm hi. koenig v.

PREUSSEN.” Reverse : Crowned eagle, perche<l upon flags,

sa/iterc wise, a cannon beneath. Legend: “5 thaler,” Ex-

ergue: “18 a. 15.” Edge dotted. Weight: 103.110 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $3.98.

9. Frederick D’Or of Frederick William III., of 1818. Ob-

verse: Bust of Frederick William III. in uniform, facing to

the left. Ijcgend: “friedr. wilh. hi. koenig v. preussen.”

Reverse : Crowned eagle, perched on martial emblems. No le-

gend. Exergue: “1818,” beneath letter “a,” mint-mark of

Berlin. Weight: 103.110 grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value:

$3.98.

9. Frederick D’Or of Frederick William III., of 1825 to

1839. Obv'erse; Bust of Frederick William III. Legend:
“ friedr. wilh. III. KOENIG V. PREUSSEN.”

FREDERICK d’oR OF FREDERICK WILLIAM III.

Reverse : Crowned eagle, flags and martial emblems, saltiere.

Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight : 103.1 10 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $3.98.
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10. Half Frederick D’Or of Frederick William III. Ob-

verse: Bust of Fre<lerick William HI. in full military uuifortu,

hair in a queue, and tietl with a ribbon. Legend: “friedr.

wiLii. III. KOENIG V. PREUSSEN.” Reverse: Crowned eagle,

in his dexter talon a sceptre, in his sinister a royal globe,

surmounted by the Coptic cross. Exergue: “ 1802 1816.”

Weight: 103.110 grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value: $3.98.

11. Half Frederick D’Or of William III. Obverse: Bust

of Frederick William III., no queue. Ijegend : “friedr.

WILHELM. III. KOENIG V. PREUSSEN.” Reverse: Crowned

eagle, perched upon flags and martial emblems, the left wing

embraces a flag. Exergue: “1817-1832.” Weight: 103.110

grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value: $3.98.

12. Half Frederick D’Or of Frederick William III. Ob-

verse: Hoad of Frederick William III. facing to the right.

Legend: “friedr. wilii. hi. koenig v. preussen.” Re-

verse: A rather high shouldered crowned eagle, perched upon

a cannon, flags salliere wise, behind. Exergue: “1833 TO

1840.” Weight: 51.55 grains. Fineness: 902.778. Value:

$1.99.

13. Double Frederick D’Or of Freilerick William IV., from

1841 to 1858. Obverse: Head of Frederick William IV. fac-

ing to the right. Legend: “friedr. wiliielm iv. koenig

V. PREUSSEN.” Exergue : The letter “a,” Mint-mark of Ber-

lin. Reverse : High shouldered crowned eagle, wings ex-

panded, perched upon a cannon. Exergue: Date of the year

of issue. Weight: 206.220 grains. Fineness: 902.778.

Value: $7.96.

14. Frederick D’Or of Frederick William IV. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 13. Reverse and Exergue: Same as

No. 13. Weight : 103.110 grains. Fineness : 902.778. Value:

$3.98.

15. Half Frederick D’Or of Frederick William IV. Ob-

verse and Legend: Same as No. 13. Reverse and Exergue:

Same as No. 13. Weight: 51.55 grains. Fineness: 902.778.

Value: $1.99.
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16. Krone or Crown of Frederick William IV., of 1859-:

1860. Obverse: Bust of Frederick William IV. Legend:
“fkiedk. WILHELM IV. KOENIG V. PUEUSSEN.” Exergue:
Letter “a.” Beverse: “ 1 krone,” and the date of the year of.

issue; surrounded by heavy branches of oak, crossed and tied;

Legend: “vereins munze ” {Convention money). Exergue:
“50 EIN PFUND fein” {Fifty to weigh one pound, fine gold).

Weight: 171.467 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §6.64.5810.
17. Half Krone or Crown of Frederick William IV. Ob-

verse and Legend: Same as No. 16. Reverse: KiiONE.”
Legend : Same as No. 16. Exergue: “ 100 ein pfund fein.”
Weight: 85.733 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §3.32.2905.

18. Krone or Crown of William. Obverse: Head of Wil-
liam facing to the right. Legend: “ Wilhelm koenig von
PREUSSEN.” Exergue: Letter “a.”

Reverse: “1 krone,” and the date of the year of i.ssue; sur-

rounded by branches of oak, crossed and tied. Legend:
VEREiNS munze” {Convention moneyf Exergue: “50 ein

PFUND FEIN ” {Fifty to weigh one pound offine gold). Weight::
171.467 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §6.64.5810.

19. Half Krone or Crown of William. Obv^erse and Le-
gend: Same as No. 18. Reverse: krone.” Legend:
Same as No. 18. Exergue: “100 ein pfund fein” {One
hundred to weigh one pound fine gold).

20. Lwenty Mark Gold Piece of 1871 and since. Obverse:
Head of William. Legend: “wiliielm deutscher kaiser

20 MARKS OF WILLIAM OF PRUSSIA.

KONIG V. PREUSSEN ”
(
William, German Empa-or, King of \

Prussia). Exergue: Either a., b., or c.: if coined at the Ber-
2S
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lit) mint, the letter “a;” if at Hanover, the letter “ B; ” and

if at Frankfort-on-the-Main, the letter “c.”

Reverse: The German Imperial Eagle, “20” at the left

of it, and “ M ” at the right. Ijcgend: “ deutscuer reich ”

(German Empire). Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 122.880 grains. Fineness: 900. Value; §4.76.

21. Ten Mark Piece of 1872 and since. Obverse and Ia;-

gend : Same as No. 20. Reverse and Legend : Same as No,

20. Exergue: “10 M.” at each side of the eagle, and the date

of the year of issue. Weight: 61.440 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value! §2.38.

22. Five Mark Piece of 1873 and sinw. Obverse and I^e-

gend: Same as No. 20. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 20.

Exergue: “ 5 M.” “5 mark,” and the date of the year of issue.

Weight: 30.720 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.19.

SILVER COINS OF PRESSLL

1. Florin of Rrandenhurg. Obverse: Bust of Frc<lerick

III., in armor, as Elector of Brandenburg, and the last coin is-

sued by him prior to his self-coronation as King of Prussia,

A. D. 1701. Legend: “frider. iir D. G. M. B. .s. r. i. arc. &

FIXiRTN OF FREDERICK III. OF BRANDENBURG.

el” (Fridericus JII., Dei Gratia- Marerp-ariae Brandeuburgtae

Sanrlo Itomxini Archiihesaurim et Elector—Frederick III., by

the Grace of God Markgrave of Brandenburg, Arch- Treasurer

anil Elector of the Holy Roman Empire).
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Reverse: Crowned shield, hearing arms of Ilohenzollern.

Legend: “moneta nova URANDEKn. 1691 ” (J/oney of New
lirandenhnrc/). Intrinsic value: 46 cents, but being out of cir-

culation for more than 150 years, it commands a high premium.
2. Florin of Frederick William I. of Prussia. Obverse:

Laureated Bust, in armor. Legend :
“ FRID. wiEii. D. o. rex

BORUS.SIAS.”

FLORIN OF FREDERICK WILLIAM L

Rev’erse: Crowned shield, l>earing arms of Prussia; at the

left of it “ 17” and at the right “18. No Legend, no Ex-
ergue. Intrinsic value about 45J to 46 cents, but l»eing out of

circulation for more than a hundred vears, it is a favorite coin

with numismatists in Europe, and commands a high prerniunL

3. Florin of Silesia of Frederick Williani I. Obverse:

FLORIN OF SILESIA OP FREDERICK WILLIA.M.

Arms of Prussia. Legend :
“ friedr. wilii. koenio v. dr. m.

ZT\ RRAND. D. If. R. R. E. KF. Ki’RE.” (Fricdench Wilhelm.
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REICHS-TIIALEU OF 1764.

and tlie letter “a,” Mint-mark of Berlin. Intrinsic value: 69

cents. (^Commands a high premium.)

Koenig Von Preussen, Markgraf Zu Brandenburg^ des Heiligen

Ixoinischen Reiches Erz-Kammerhet'r Und Kwfurst—Frederick

WUliam, King of Prussia, Marquis of Brandenburg, High

Chamberlain and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire). >

Reverse: Large “ L<>gend : “18 stlx'K eine mark
FEIN ” (18 pieces to weigh one Mark fine silver). E.^ergue:

“1801.” Intrinsic value: 46 cents. {Commands a high

p)‘emium.)

4. Reiclis Thaler of Frederick the Great. Obverse; Bust of

Frederiek (he Great, in uniform. Legend: “ fredericus

BORVSSW^lV.M rex.”

REICHS THALER OF FREDERICK THE GREAT.

Reverse: Crowned eagle, perched upon military trophies.

Legend : “ ein reichs thaler.” Exergue: “1750” “ 1764”
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5.

Reichs Thaler of Frederick the Great of 1764 to 1786.
Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 4.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 4. Value ; Same as

No. 4.

ONE-THIftl) OF A RIX DOLLAR.

6.

Reichs Thaler of Frederick William II. Obverse; Bust
of Frederick William II. Legend ;

“ fried, wilhelm
KOENIG VON PREIISSEN ” {Frederick WdUam, King of Prussia).

REICHS THALER OF FREDERICK WILLIAM U.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing the Prussian eagle, sup-

porte<l by two wild men, emblematic of the ancient inhabitants

of the Hartz Mountains, in the north of Germany, each holding

a large club in his right hand. Exergue: “ein thaler,” and
the date of the year of iasue. Weight: 341.760 grains. Fine-

ness: 750. Value: §0.71.200.

7.

Thaler of Frederick William III., of 1812. Obverse;
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Bust of Frederick William HI. Legend: “ friedr. h'ii.-

HELM KOENIG VON PREUSSEN’.” Ilevei-se: Oval shield, lx;ariiig

arms of Prussia, sunnouiited hy a crown; surrounded by jndin

Itranchcs, crassed. Legend: “18” “ 12.” Weight: 340 grains.

Fineness: 745. Value: 30.G8.300.

8. Reicljs Thaler of Frederick William III. Obverse: Bust

of Frederick William III., facing to the right. Legend:

“fuiedu. WILHELM 111. KOENIG voN PREUSSEK.” Exergue

:

REICHS THALER OF FREDERICK WH.LIAM III.

Reverse: “ein reichs thaler,” the date of the year of

issue and “a,” in five parallel lines, surrounded by oak branches,

crossed and tied. Legend: “vierzeiin EI.ne feine .mark”

{Fourteen to weigh me Marl, fine ftilver). Weight: 341 grains.

Fineness: 748. Value: fO.G8.700.

THALER OF FREDERICK WILLIAM III.

9. Thaler of Frederick William III. Obverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 8.
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Reverse : Crowned eagle, perclied on martial emblems. Le-

gend : “ei.\ tiialeij.” Exergue: “1820,” Weight: 341

grains. Fineness: 748. Value: $0.68.700.

10. llnlcrof Frederick William III. Obverse and Legend

:

Same :is .\n. 8.

‘ THALER OF FREDERICK WILLIAM III.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Prussia, encircled

by a laurel wreath and the Collar of the Black Eagle. Legend

:

“ein thaler XIV EI.VE F. M.” {One Thaler or Dollar, fourteen

to weigh one Mark, fine silver). Exergue: Date of the year of
issue. Weight: 343.72 grains. Fineness: 750. Value:
$0,69.300. This Thaler was coined from 1823 to 1831.

11. Thaler of Frederick William HI. Obverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 8.

THALER OF FREDERICK WILLIAM III.

Reverse : “segen des mansfelder bergbauf^s ” {Blessing

of the Mansfield mines), in three distinct lines, (Krupving the

field. Legend : “ein thaler xiv ei.xe feine mark.” Ex-
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ergue: Date of the year of i.ssue. Weight: 343.72 grains.

Fineness: 750. Value: $0.69.300.

12.

Double Thaler of 31 Gulden, Convention money of

Frederick William IV. Obverse: Head of Frederick W'illiam

IV. Legend: “friedr. wiLUELM iv. koenig von preus-

8EN.” Exergue : Letter “a,” Mint-mark of Berlin.

DOUBLE TUALER OF FREDERICK WILLIAM TV.

Reverse: Shield bearing the arras of Prussia, surrounded by

the Collar of the Black Eagle, upon a mantle of ermine, draj>ed

from a crown from above. Ix'gend : “2 thaler vii eine

F. MARK 31 gulden” (Ttro Thalers, seven lo weigh one Mark of

fine silver = 31 Gulden). Exergue :
“ VEREIN.S,” the date of the

year of issue, “munze” [Convention money). Weight: 572-

.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

13. Convention Double Thaler of William of Prussia. Ob-

verse: Head of William IV. Legend: “wiliiel.m koenig

VON PREUS.SEN.” Excrgue : Letter “a,” Mint-mark of Berlin

Mints. Reverse: Crowned Prussian eagle, wings spread, from

his neck the chain and onler of the Black beagle are suspended;

in his dexter talon a sceptre, in his sinister the royal globe sur-

mounted by a large Coptic cross. Legend: “zWEi vereins

TiiAl.ER XV Ei.N PFUND FEIN ” [Two Convention Thaler,fifteen to

weigh one pound, fine silvei'). Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

14. Thaler of Frwlerick William IV., of 1848. Obverse:
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Head of Frederick William IV. Legend: “friedr. wieiielm

IV KOENIG V. PREUSSEN." Reverse: Crowned shield, hearing

arms of Prussia, surrounded by laurel branches, and encircled

by the order chain of the eagle of Prussia. Legend: “ein

THALER XIV EINE F. M.” {One Thaler
,
fourteen to weigh one

Mark, fine silva'). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight

:

343.72 grains. Fineness: 750. Value: $0.69.300.

15. Convention-Thaler of Frederick William IV. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 14. Reverse: Crowned eagle, upon

its brea.st a shield of pretence, upon the .same the monogram F.

W. R. {Fnederich Wilhelm, Rex, Frederick William, King),

from the neck of the eagle is suspended the order chain of the

Black Eagle of Prussia; in his dexter talon a .sceptre, in his

• sinister a royal globe surmounted by a large Coptic cros.s. Le-

gend : “EIN VEREINS THALER XXX EIN PFUND FEIN.” Ex-

ergue : Date of the' year of issue. Weight: 285.784 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

16. Convention-Thaler of Frederick William IV. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 14. Reverse: “segen des mans-

FELDER BERGBAUES ” {Blessingfrom the Mansfeld mines). Le-

gend : “ein thaler XXX EIN PFUND FEIN.” Exergue

:

“1859.”

17. Coronation Thaler of 1861 of Wilhelm and Augusta.

Obverse: Crowned Busts of William and Augusta of Priussia.

Legend: “ wilhelm koenig augusta koenigin v. preus-

SEN.” Obverse: In the middle of the field the Prussian eagle,

over his head a crowned “ w,” beneath the eagle also a crowned

“w,” at the left and right of the eagle a crowned “a,” the

whole forming across; in the angles of the same, four times the

letter “ R.” Legend: “SUUM clique” {Let each have his

own). E.xergue: “kroenungs thaler 1861” {Coronation

Thaler of 1861). Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.72.

18. Convention Thaler of William of 1861. Obverse:

Head of William. Legend: “wilhelm koenig von preus-

SEN.” E.xergue : “a.” Reverse and Legend: Same as No.
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16. Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.72.

19. Convention Thaler of William of 1861
;

the third kind

struck in the same year, and continued with same devices and

legend till 1871 inclusive. Obverse and Legend: Same as No.

18. Reverse: Crowned eagle of Prussia, upon its bre:ist a

shield of pretence witli the monogram “ w. k.” upon 11(117/-

helm Ilex, William. King). Legend: “ Ei.v VEum.NS THAEEU
XXX Ei.v PKUND FEIX.” Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: §0.72.

All the afore-de.scrihed silver coins are no longer legal tender

and are exchangeable at the Imperial Treasury at the rate of

3 Marks per Thaler.

BILLON COINS OF PRUSSIA.

All the billon coins of Prussia as well as the other subsidiary

coins, called “SCHEIDE munze,” are no longer in circulation in

Germany.

ONE-THIRD OF A THALER OF PRUSSIA.

Value entirely nominal at 23 and 24 cents.

FOUR GOOD OROSCHEN.

Value entirely nominal at P2 cents.



715GERMAN EMPIRE

FIVE SILVEU GROSCHENS OF 1822-1827.

Value entirely nominal at 12 cents. Large numbers of the

billon coins have been melted up and the silver extractetJ.

SILVER COINS OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE
AND OF PRUSSIA.

1. Five Mark Piece. Obverse: Head of William. Le-
gend: “WILHELM DKUTSCHER KAISER KOENIG V. PREUSSEN ”

{^William, German Emperor, King of Prussia). Exergue: The
Letters :

“ a.” “ B.” or “ c.” mint marks, of Berlin (a.), of Plan-

over (b.), and of P"rankfort (c.)

Reverse: The German Imperial Eagle, a crown above its

head. Legend :
“ Deutsches reich.” and the date of the

year of issue. Exergue: “ funf mark.” Weight: -176

grains. F'inene.ss: 900. Value: 81.19.

2. Two Mark Piece. Obverse and Ijegend : Same as No. 1.

Reverse and Ijegend : Same as No. 1 . Exergue :
“ zwei

MARK.” Weight: 190.400 grains. P^'ineness: 900. Value:
$0.4760.

3. One ^lark Piece. Obverse : The German Imperial

ONE MARK OF PRUSSIA. (eleC.)

Eagle, a crown above its head. No Legend. Exergue : Same
(BS No. 1.
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Reverse; “1 mahk,” surronnfled by heavy oak branches,

crossed and tied. Legend: “deutsciies reich ” {German

Empire). Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight:

95.200 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.23.80.

4. 60 Pfennig of Prussia, Obverse: German Imperial eagle.

No legend. Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Large figure

“ 50 ” ill the middle of the field. Legend :
“ dectsches REICH.”

Exergue: “pfennig.” Weight* 47.600 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.11.90.

6. 20 Pfennig of Prussia. Obverse and Legend : Same as

No. 4. Reverse: “20;” rest same as No. 4. Weight: 19.040

grains. Fineness: 900, Value: $0.05.95.

All the silver coins of the present day, of Prussia, the 5, 2

and 1 Mark Pieces, as well as the 50 and 20 Pfennig, are legal

tender only to the amount of 20 Marks, or $4.76, in pay-

ment of debts, public and private, and to any amount in pay-

ment of taxes to the Government.

NICKEL COINS OF PRUSSIA.

1. 10 Pfennig of Prussia. Obverse: German Imperial eagle.

No legend. Exergue: “a,” “b” or “c.”

10 PFENNIG OF PRUSSIA.

Reverse: Large figure “10” in the middle of the field. Le-

gend: “deutscmi-s REICH.” Exergue : “pfennig.” Weight:

61.728 grains. Composition, 25 jiarts nickel and 75 parts cop-

per. Value: 24 cents, nominally.

2. 5 Pfennig of Prussia. Obverse and Exergue: Same a.s

No. 1.



GERMAN EMPIRE. 717

Reverse; “5;” rest same as No. 1. Weight: 38.580 grains.

Composition : Same as No. 1. Value: IJ cents, nominally.

6 PFENNIG OF PRUSSIA.

BRONZE COINS OF PRUSSIA.

1. 2 Pfennig of Prussia. Obverse: German Imperial eagle.

Reverse: “2.” Legend: “deutsciies reioh.” Exergue:

“pfennig.” Value: entirely nominal at $0.00.476.

2. 1 Pfennig of Prussia. Obverse: Same as No. 1. Re-

verse: “1.” Legend and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Value;

entirely nominal, at $0.00.238.

REUSS SENIOR BRANCH.
SILVER COINS.

1. Double Thaler or 3J Gulden, Convention money, of Henry
XX. Obverse: Head of Henry XX. Legend: “ IIEINRICH

XX. V. G. G. AEET. LIN. SOUVERAIN FURST REUSS” {Henry XX.,

by the grace of God, Senior Branch, Sovereign Prince of Ilems).

Reverse: Shield, quartered, bearing the arms of Reuss, upon a

mantle of ermine, draped from a crown from above. Legend :

“2 THALER VII EINE F. MARK, 3i GULDEN” {TwO Thulers,

seven to weigh one Mark of fine silver, 3.} Gulden or Florins).

Exergue: “vereins,” the date of the year of issue, “munze”
{Convention money). Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.45.995.

2. Vereins Thaler of Henry XX. Obverse and Ijegend

:

Same as No. 1. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Legend: “ ein

VEREINS THALER XXX EIN PFUND FEIN.” Exergue: Date of

the year of issue. AVeight : 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value; $0.72.
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RKUSS JUNIOR BRANCH.
1. Double Thaler or ,‘U Gulden or Florin of Ileiirv LXII.
)verse : Head of Henry DXII. LegetHl : “heinuicii i.xii.

Junior Line, and Prince of aided branch of Rexwt). Keverse

:

Shield bearing arms of Reuss, supported by two crowned linn«

(

M eight: 572.847 grains. Finene&^: 900. Value: $1,45.995.
X Vcreins Thaler of Henry I.XIl. Obverse and Ix?gend :

Same as No. 1. Reverse: Arms of Reu.<s, crowned, supported
by two lions, al.so crowned. Legend : “ei.v veiieins th.\lef{
XXX EIN PFUND FEIN.” E.xergue : Date of the year of i.ssue.

eight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72,
3. Double Thaler or 3} Gulden of Henry LXVII. Ob-

verse: Head of Henry LXVII. Ijcgend : “heinuich EXVII.
V. G. G. REG Fi'RST REU.S.S I. h.” (Ilehmch LXVII., VonGoltes
gnaden Pegierender Fiird Peu.9.^ lungere Link, Henry LXVII.
by the grace of God, reigning Prince of liettss, Junior Pranch).
Reverse: Same as No. 1. Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness-
900. Value: §1.45.995.

4. Vercins Thaler of Henry LXVII. Obverse: Same as
No. 3. Reverse: Same as No. 2. Weight: 285.784 grains.
Fineness: 900. Value: §0.72.

5. Double Thaler or 34 Gulden of Henry LXXII. Ob-
verse: Head of Henry LXXII, Ijegcnd : “iiei.nricii r.xxn
liTNG. T.IN. Fi'R.ST REE.S.S.” (Heinrich LXXII., liingere Link
Fiird Rcu.s.9, Henry LXXII, Prince of Reu.<<.<t, Junior Branch).
Reverse: Shiehl bearing arms of Reuss, supported bv two
crowned lions, upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown
from above. Legend: “2 tiiarer vii eixe f mark 3J gue-
l)E.N.” Exergue: “ vereins,” date of the year of issue.
“mCnze” (Convention money). Weight: 572.847 grains.
Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

6. \ ercins riialer of Henry LXXII. Obverse and Ix'gend:
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Same as No. 5. Tteverso: Crowned shield, bearing arms of

Renss, surrounded by a ril)bon upon wliieb is inscribed “ icil

BAU AUK oott ” {1 trust ill (lOcl), the wliole supported by two

crowned lions. Legend: “eix vereins TiiAl.Kti xxx Eix

PFUNi) FEIN.” Exergue: Date of" the year of issue. Weight:

285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

All the afore-described coins are now called in, and ex-

changed for 3 Marks of the German Etnpire to the Vereins

Thaler.

By Act of July 9th, 1873, the Sovereigns of Reuss are priv-

ileged to have their effigies and titles struck upon the Obverse

of the German Reichs Marks, gold and silver, coined from the

metal furnished by them to the Imperial Mint of the German
Empire, and described on page G42.

SAXONY.
One of the principal states of Germany was originally a

Duchy, but was raised to an Electorate in 1423. In 1806

Saxony, having espoused the cause of Napoleon, was advanced

to a kingdom, and made chief of the then newly-created Duchy
of Warsaw. Upon Napoleon’s downfall in 1814, the Polish

territory was restorer! to Russia, and the Saxon dominions cur-

taileil by cessions to Prussia.

GOLD COINS OF SAXONY.

1. Ten Thalers of Frederick Augustus III. from 1784 to

TEN THALERS, OR DOUBI.E AUGUSTUS d’oR OF SAXONY,
1784-1800.

1800. Obverse: Bust of Frederick Augustus III. Legend:
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“frid. august, d. g. nux sax. elector’’ {Frederick Augus-

tus, by the Grace of God, Duke and Elector of Saxony).

Reverse: Crowned oval .shield, bearing the arms of Saxony

and V/ettin
;
surrounded by palm branches cro.ssed and tied.

No Legend. Plvergue: “ 10 thaler,” and the date of the

year of issue. Weight: 204.50 grains. Fineness: 896.

Value: §7.89.10.

2.

Ten Thalers of Frederick Augustus III., as king, from

1808 to 1817. Obverse: Bust of Frederick Augustus III.

Legend :
“ FRID. AUGUST. REX. saxoniae” {Frederick August,

King of Saxony).

TEN THALERS, OB DOUBLE AUGUSTUS d’oR OF SAXONY,
1808-1817.

Reverse: Crowned oval shield, bearing only the arras of

Saxony; surrounded by palm branches, crossed and tied. Le-

gend: The date of the year of issue. Exergue: “zehn
thaler” (7en Thalers or Dollars). Weight: 204.50 grains.

P’iueness: 896. Value: §7.89.10.

3. Ten Thaler of Frederick Augustus III. of 1818 to 1826.

Obverse: Bust of Frederick Augustus III., in uniform. Le-

gend: “FRIEDRICH AUGUST KOENIG V. SACHSEN.” Reverse:

Same as No. 2. Weight: 205 grains. F'ineness : 898. Value:

§7.92.80.

4. Five Thalers of Frederick Augustus III. of 1784 to

1800. Obverse and Lt'gend : Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Two oval shields, crowned by one large electoral

crown, the left bearing the arras of Wettin, and the right those

of Saxony, both surrounded by laurel wreaths. Exergue: “5
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THALERS, and the date of the year of issue. Weight: 102 25
grains. Fineness: 896. Value: $3.94.55.

FI\E thaler, or AUGUSTUS d’oR OF SAXONY, 1784 TO 1800.

5. Five Thalers of Fredericlc Augustus III., of 1808-1818.
Obverse ami Legend: Same as No. 2. Reverse and Legend:
Same as No. 2. Exergue: “funf thaler.” Weight : 102 25
grains. Finene&s: 896. Value: $3.94.55.

6. hive Thaler of Frederick Augustus III. of 1818-1839.
Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 3.

FI\ E THALERS, OR AUGU.STUS d’oR OF SAXONY OF 1818-1839.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Saxony; sur-
rounded by laurel branches, crossed and tied. Legend: Date
of the year of i.ssue. Exergue: “funf thaler.”

9. Double Pistole of Frederick Augustus. Obverse: Head
o hrederick Augustus. Legend: “friedr. aug. v. g g
KOENIG V. SACHSEN.” Reverse: Shield bearing the arms of
Saxony, surrounded by an order chain, from which han.rs a
ero.ss, upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown from above
Legend: “ZEHN thlr” {Ten Thalers). Exergue: Date of the

$^94 600

^'^'
l*''"wcss: 900. Value:

D’O'-of 10 Thalers of
1830-1836^ Obverse: Head of Anton. Legend “anton v.
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O, G. KOENIG VON SACHSEN.” Reverse : Crowned shield,

hearing arms of Saxony, inclosed between two olive branches,

crossed and tied. Legend: Date of the year of issue. Ex-
ergue: “zf:iin TiiALEK.” Weight: 205. Fineness: 900.

V'alue: §7.94.600.

8. Pistole, or Anton D’Orof 5 Thalers of Anton, 1830-1836.

Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 7. Reverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 7. Exergue: “ FUNF thai.eu.” Weight:

102.500 grains. Fineness: 9(X). Value: §3.97.300.

10. Diuat of Frederick Augustus III. of Saxony. 01)verse :

“AUGUSTUS III. UEX voi.osiarvm” {Augmfus III., King of

Poland). Reverse: “sac. rom. imp. aimtiim. et elect”

{Grand Marshal and Ekdor of the Holy Roman Empire). In

the middle of the field the arms of Saxony, Wettin, and Poland.

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 53.70 grains.

Fineness : 979. Value: §2.26.400.

11. Pistole of 5 Thaler of Frederick Augustus IV. Ob-

verse: Head of Frederick Augustus IV. Legend: “ FRIEI>-

RICII AUGUST IV KOENIG V. SACHSEN ” {Frederick August IV.,

King of Saxony).

PISTOl.E OF 5 THALERS OF FREDERICK AUGUSTUS IV.

Reverse: Shield, bearing arms of Saxony, upon a mantle of

ermine, draped from a crown from above. liCgend : “fOnf
TiiLR.” (Five Thalers). Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 103.110. Fineness: 902.778. Value: 33.99.3200.

12.

Krone or Crown of Joliann. Obverse: Head of

Johann facing to the left. Ijegend :
“ johann v. g. g. koento

V. SACHSEN ” {Johann Ion Gottes Giuiden Koenig Von Sachsen

—John, hy the Grace of God, King of Saxony). Reverse: “
1
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KRONE,” and the date of the year of issue
;
surrounded by

lieavy brandies of oak, crosse<l and tied. Legend :
“ vereiks

mi!NZe” {Convention money). Exergue: “50 ein pfukd

FEIN ”(50 to weigh one pound fine gold). Weight: 171.467-

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $6.64.5815.

13. Half Crown or Krone of Johan. Obverse and Legend:

8ame as No. 12. Reverse: krone,” rest same as No. 12.

Weight: 85.742. Fineness: 900. Value: §3.32.0418.

All the afore-described coins are no longer legal tender, and

are exchanged for Reichs Marks at the rate of three Marks to

the Thaler.

14. 20 Mark piece of Albert of Saxony. Obverse: Head

of Albert facing to the right. Legend: “albert koenig

VON s.\ch.sen.”

Reverse: The German Im|)erial Eagle. Legend: “ Deut-

sches REICH ” and the date of the year of issue. Exergue:

“20 M.\RK.” Weight: 122.880 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §4.76.

15. 10 Mark piece of Alljert. Obverse and Legend: Same
as No. 14. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 14. li^xergne:

“10 MARK.” Weight: 61.440 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §2.38.

16. 5 Mark piece of Albert. Obverse and Legend: Same
as No. 14. Reverse and Ijegend: Same as No. 14. Ex-
ergue: “ FUNF M.VRK.” Weight: 30.720 grain.s. Fineness:

900. Value: $1.19.

SILVER COINS OF SAXONY.

The silver coins of Saxony are numerous, and have had

a large circulation. The “Crown-Thalers,” “Florins” and

“Specie-Thalers” have been famous in their day, but are now
superseded by the money of the German Empire.

1. Thaler of the Sons of Johan George I. Obverse : Bust

of Christian, Johan Georg and Augustus, alwive their heads
“ 1600,” the whole surrounded by a circle, above which are a
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cross and a elobe. Lejjend: “ Christian jouan georq eto o
A.VOVSTVS.”

lioverse : Shield bearing arms of Saxony, Wettin, Lithu-

ania, Poland, Lusatiae, Magdeburg, etc. Ix-gend :
“ FUAT et

DUCE.S SAXON' ” {Fratres Et Duces Saxoniae Brothas and

Dukes of Saxony). Intrinsic Value about 72 J cents, but at

a high premium with collectors of coins.

2. Crown-Thaler of Ernest Augustus, Duke of Saxony,

Jnliers, Cleves, Berg and Meissen.

CROWN'-TIIALER OF ERNF-ST AUGUSTUS.

Intrinsic Value : §0.97. Very scarce.

3. Crown Thaler of Johan Georg, Duke of Saxon, of the

Holy Roman Empire Arch Marshal and Elector.
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CBOWX-TIIALEIi JOllAX GEORG, 1613.

Intrinsic Value : §10.97, Scarce.

4. Crown-Tiialer of Johan George of 1621, With the shield
of Cleves upon it, concentric circles like the huh of a wlieel,
eight staves radiating like spokes, each marked by projections
and terminating in a triangle, supported by men with wings,
each holding in his hand a .shield, one bearing the arms of
Juliers and the other the arms of Monti.

CROWN-THALER OF JOHAN GEORGE, 1621.

Intrinsic Value : 80.97. Scarce.

5. Crown-Thaler of Johan Georg II. Obverse: Johan
George II. on horseback, a swonl in his* dexter. Legend c

“DEO ET PATRIAE, 1657” {OOf! (111(1 Fatherland). P^xergue:
Oval shield bearing arms of Wettin and Saxony.
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Reverse: Upon the field, in twelve j)arallel running lines:

By the grace of God, Johan George II,, Duke of Saxony, Ju-

tiers, Cloves anti Bong, of the Sacred Roman Emjnre .Arciimar.

^hal and Ulector, iXdogate August to the divine Krniioror

Ferdinand 111., Landgrave of Thuringia, Marquis of Meissen,

Upper and Lower Lorraine, Burggrave of Magdehurg, Mark-

grave of Ravenshurg, and of the house of Ravenstoin. 1 nlrinsio

value: §1.05. Very scarce.

6. Crown-Thaler of Johan George IV., Duke of Saxony,

Juliens, Cleves and Berg. An angel supporting the anus of

Wettin and Saxony.

Intrinsic value
: $0.97.
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7. Crown-Tliali'r ot Xavier, lujrent of Saxony. Frederick
III. succectJed to the throne in ] at tlie age of thirteen years';

his uncle, I rancis Xavier, assumed tlie regency during tlie mi-
nority of the young prince. J he titles and efligv of Frederick
III. were, however, placed uj)on the coinage as a general rule,

although some pieces have been .struck bearing those of Xavier.
Obverse: l>ust of Xavier in full uniform and armor. Legend:
“XAViEnus D. G. i:eg. pu. POE, & i.iTH. DUX SAX ” {Xavier by
the grace of God, Prince Regent of Poland and Lithvuinia, Duke
of Saxony).

CPvOWN-THALER OF XAVIER AS REGENT, 17G7-1768.

Reverse: Crowned shield, l)earing arms of Saxony, Poland,
etc.; at the left of it “x eine,” and at the right ‘Cmarck f ”

{Ten to weigh one Mark, fine silver). Intrinsic value : $1.01^.
Very scarce and valuable.

SPEUIES-THA I.ER OF FREDERICK AUGUST III.

8. Specie.s-Thaler of Frederick Augustus III., from 17G4 to
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1806. Obverse: Bust of Frcnlerick August III. Legend:

‘‘FiJiD. augVst I), (J. m’X .SAX elector” {Frederick August,

by the grace of God, Duke of Saxony and Elector).

Reverse: Sliield bearing tlie arms of Saxony and Wettin, sur-

mounted by the electoral crown. Legend: “x EIXE mark f.”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 431 grains.

Fineness : 835. Value : §0.96.90.

9. Florin of Johan George 111., of 1686. Obverse: Bust in

armor of Johan George III. Legend :
“ JOll. georg hi. d. o.

D. PAX. I. c. M. A. & w ” {Johan George III., by the grace of God,

Duke of Saxony, Jailers, Clcves, Monti, Asconia and Wettin).

FLOIUX OF JOHAN GEORGE III., 1686-1689.

Reverse: Shield bearing arms of Wettin and Saxony, sur-

mounted by an electoral crown. I./egend : “sac. rom. imp.

ARCIIIM. ET ELECT,” and the date of the year of is.sue {Sacred

Roman Empire, Arch-Marshal and Elector). Exergue:

Intrinsic value : §0.46.

10. Florin of Frederick August as King of Poland. 01>-

verse: Bust of Frederick August in full armor. Legend: “n.

G. FRII). AUGUST REX POLONIARUM ” {By the gi’acc of God,

Frederick August, King of Poland).

Reverse: Two shields, one l>earing the arms of Poland and

Lithuania, and the other the arms of Siixony, inelo.scd between

palm branches, and surmounted by a crown. Legcmd : “uux.

MAX. I. C. M. A. & w. s. R. I. ARCH & EL.. 1707 ”
(
Duke of Saxony,

Julias, Cleves, Monti, Asconia, ami Wettin; of the Sacred Ilo-
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N.

In 1697 Frederick was elected King of Poland
;
hut in 1704

lie was deposwl tlirougli the influence of Charles XII. of

Sweden, and Stani.slaus Se.szeynski was elected, at the Diet of

Warsaw, to fill his place. Frederick of Sa.\onv, however, eon-

tinned to issue coins hearing the title of King of Poland. After

the battle of Pnltowa, in 1709, Frederick wa.s restored, and
eontinned to reign until his death, in 173.1

;
and, after an inter-

val of eight months, his son, Frederick Augustus 1 1., .succeeded

him, and reigned until 1763, when he died, and another inter-

regnum of eleven months intervened, at the e.xpirjition of which
Stanislaus Augustus Poniatowski was elected to siuteeed.

of Frederick August I. Ijcgend: “frid. august d. g. dux.
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SAX. I. c. M. A. & w.” {Frederick Aiigud, by the Grace of God,

Duke of Saxony, Juliers, Cleves, Berg, Asconia, and Wettin).

Reverse: Two swords, saltiere-wise, the arras of Wettin, in

each angle a crowned sliield, tlie wliole forming a cross within

a cross
;

first, sliield, top, the arras of Saxony
;
second, the arras

of Berg, at the bottom
;
third, at left hand, the arms of Juliers;

and fourth, at the right, the arms of Cleves; inside of crossed

swords the figures 2 and 3 appear one above the other, which

signifies 5 of a Thaler and means one Florin. Legend: “8AC.

ROM. IMP. ARCiiiM & Ki. ”—and the date of the year of issue.

Intrinsic Value : §0.46.

12. Florin of Frederick Augustus I. of ’696. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 1 1

.

FIXIRIK OF FREDERICK AUGUSTUS 1. OF 1696.

Reverse: Oval shield, bearing the arms of Wettin and Sax-

ony, crowned by an electoral crown, surrounded by palm

branches, crossed, and tied. Ijcgend : Same as Xo. 11. In-

trinsic value : §0.46.

13. Florin of Xavier, as Regent for Frederick III. Ob-

verse : Bust of Xavier, in armor. Legend: “ xaverius D. G.

REG. PR. POD & I.ITU. DU.x. .SAX.” {Xavier, by the Grace of God,

Prince Regent of Poland, Lithuania, Duke of Saxony).

Reverse: Two oval shields, one bearing the arms of Wettin

and the other of Saxony
;
surrounded each by a laurel wreath,

surmounted by an ek'ctoral crown. Legend : “xx eixe m.arck
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P.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Intrinsic value:

$0.48.580.

14. Half Florin of Xavier as Regent. Obverse and Le-

gend: Same as No. 13.

HALF FLORIN OF XAVIER AS REGENT.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 13. Intrinsic value:

$0,24.

HALF SPECIES-THALER OF FREDERICK AUGUSTUS III.

15. Half Species-Thaler of Frederick August HI. Ob-
verse: Bust of Frederick August III., in armor. Legend:
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“frid. august 1). G. DUX. SAX. Ei.ECTOR.” Excrguo: Date

of the year of issue.

Reverse: CrowntKl shield, bearing arms of Wettin and Sax-

ony, hung with laurel, and inclosed between two palm branches.

Weight: 215.500 grains. Fiiiencss: 835. Value: 30.48.450.

16. Species-Thalcr of FrtKlerick Augu.st III. of 1790.

Obverse: Bust of Frederick Augustus HI. Legend: “fkid.

AUG. D. o. DUX. SAX. El.ECTOR & VICARIUS IMPERII ” {Fred-

erick Augnstm, by the Grace of God, Duke of Saxony, Electoi'

and Delegate of the Empire). Reverse : The double-headed

eagle, bearing upon its breast a crowned shield with the arms

of Wettin and Saxony. Legend: “sac. Ro.m imp provisor

ITERUM.” Exergue: “x ei.ne mark f.” Weight: 431

grain.s. Fineness: 835. Value: 30.96.90. (Very scarce.)

In 1790, when Joseph II., Emperor of Germany and Rome,

died, Frederick Augustus III., like two of the j)receding

Saxon Dukes, claimed the succession to the Imperial throne of

Germany, and was equally unsuccessful in his efforts to attain

that dignity; still he put the double-headed imperial eagle

upon his coins of that year (1790).

17. Half Specie.s-Thaler, or Florin of Frederick Augustus

III. of 1790. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 16.

HAI-F SPECIF-S-TUAI.KR, OR FI.ORIN OF 1790.

Reverse and Ijegend : Same as No. 16. Exereue: “ xx
EINE MARK F;” above it “ Weight: 215.500 grains.

Fineness: 835. Value: $0.48.450. (ScArcc.)

18.

Thaler of Frederick August III. of 1806, and the last
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of Ills coinage as Duke of Saxony. Obverse ; Bust of Frederick

August. Legend :
“ fkid. august d. g. dux. sax. elector.”

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing tl>e arms of Wettin and

Saxony, liung with laurel, and inclosed between two palm

branches. Legend: “x else mark f.” In the same year

(180G), there was struck a Thaler similar to the afore-described

only with the additional Exergue: “ der segex des rerg-

B.\UES ” {The blessing of the mine.I). These two Thalers are the

hist which bear the arms of Wettin. (Two swords sal tiere-wise.)

The Duke of Saxony having been crowned King of Saxony,

in 1807, the arms of Saxony, consisting of a Barry of ten, that

is, ten divisions formed by bars, with a bend or arched trefie,

green, that is, the curving bar is ornamented with trefoils.

This design was suggested by Frederick Barbarossa (Fred-

erick with the red beard), A. D. 1140, when confirming the

Dukedom of Saxony to Bernard of Anhalt. * The new Duke
asked for some device to distinguish his arms from those of his

ancestors. Frederick Barbarossa plucked a chaplet of trefoil

from the ground and laid it across the field, with its Barry of

ten, where it still remains. The national colors of Saxony have

ever since remained white and green interwoven.

19. Species-Thaler of Frederick August, King of Saxony.

Obverse: Head of Frederick August. Legend: “frid au-

8PECIES-THALER OF FREDERICK AUGUST, KING OF SAXONY.

GUST D. G. REX SAXONiiE ” {Frederick August, by the Grace of
God, King of Saxony).
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Keversc: Crowned oval shield, bearing the arms of Saxony,

hung with laurel, and enclosed between two branches of palms.

Legend : “ZEIIN eine feine mark ” and the date of the year of

issue. Weight : 432 grains. Fineness : 835. Value : $0.97.100.

20. Florin of Frederick Augustus of 1813. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 19. Revci'se: Same as No. 19. Le-

gend: “ZWANZIG EINE FEINE MARK” {Twenty to Weigh one

Mark fine silver). Weight: 214 grains. Fineness: 833.

Value: $0.47.875.

21. Species-Thaler of 1819-1820. Obverse: Bust of Fred-

erick Augustus. lAJgend :

“ friedricii august koenig y.

SACHSEN.” Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 19. Around

the edge :
“ Gorr segne saciisen ” {Gad bless Saxo'ny). With

the issue of the Species-Thalei*s of 1819 this inscription appears

first upon the edge of the coins of Saxony, and has been con-

tinued upon all the larger pieces up to 1872 inclusive.

22. Species-Thaler of 1821, 1823. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 21. Reverse same as No. 21. Legend: “der
SEGEN DES BERGBAUF.S.” Excrglie :

“ ZEHN EINE FEINE

MARK,” and the date of the year of issue. Weight: 432 grains.

Fineness: 835. Value: $0.97.100.

23. Species-Thaler of 1824. Obverse and Legend : Same as

No. 21. Reverse: Crowneil shield, which has heretofore beeu

8PECIE8-TIIALER OF FREDERICK AUGUSTUS, 1826.

of an oval shajw, underwent a change and appears nearly square,

with the sides aiul top nmde concave; while the base is arched
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or made convex. Legend: “zehn eine feixe mark.”

Weight: 430 grains. Fineness: 834. Value: $0.96.600.

24. Species-Tlialer of 1826 and tlie last issue of Frederick

Augustus. Obverse: Bust of Frederick AugusOis in uniform

:ind facing to the left. Legend :
“ FRIEDR. august koenig V.

SACHSEN.”

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Saxony. Le-

gend: “zehn eine feine MARK.” Exergue :
“ 1826.”

Weight: 430 grains. Finene.ss: 834. Value: $0.96.600.

25. Florin of Anton. Obverse: Head of Aulon. Legend:

“ANTON V. O. G. KOENIG VON SACHSEN.”

FIX)RIN of ANTON OF 1827.

Reverse: Crowned shield of Saxony, surrounded by branches

of laurel. Legend: “zwanzig eine feine mark.” Ex-

ergue : Date of the year of issue and % lietween the date.

Weiglit: 214 grains. Fineness: 834. Value: $0.46.600.

26.

Species-Thaler of Anton King of Saxony. Obverse and

Legend : Same as No. 25.

8PECIES-THAEER OF ANTON KING OF SAXONY.

Reverse: Crowned shield of Saxony, surrounded by laurel
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branches. Legend: “zehneine feine mauk.” Exergue:

Date of tlie year of issue. Weight : 432 grains. Fineness

:

834. Value: $0.97.

27. Spccies-Tlialer of .\nton King and Frederick August

Co-Kegent. Obverse: Heads of Anton and Frederick August,

facing to the right. Legend : “anton KOENIG UND fried-

rich AUGUST -MIT REGENT.” ExergUe : “VON SACHSEN”

{Anion King owl Fricdnch Avgust Co-Regent of Saxony).

SPECIKS-TH.M.EK OF ANTON AND FREDERICK AIGUSTUS.

Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing arms of Saxony, encircled

by laurel branches. I.egend : “SEGEN DES BERGBAUs” {Bless-

ing of the mines). Exergue :
“ x eine,” date of the year of

issue, “ F. MARK.” Weight: 433.078. Fineness: 833.333.

Value: $0.97.

This was the last of the Species-Thalers of Saxony. This

’ SjK'cies-Thaler is equal to 1 J Thaler of Saxony, also 1 J Con-

vention-Thaler of Germany and Austria.

28. Double-Thaler or sj Gulden of Frcilerick August. Ob-

verse: Head of Frederick August. Legend: “ friederich

AUGUST V. G. G. KOENIG V. SACHSEN.” Reverse: Shield kar-

ing arms of Saxony, in place of the usual olive branches the

ribbon and order of the White Kagle eneompa.«=ses the same;

the whole upon a mantle of ermine, draj>e<l Irom a crown froin

above. lA'gend :
“ 2 thaeer Vll EINE F. MARK. 3J gui.den.’’

Exergue: “ verei.ns,” date of the year of issue, “ munze.

Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.
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Tlialer of Frederick August. Obverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 28. Reverse: Same as No. 28. Legend: “ ein
THALER XIV EIN F. M.” Exergue: Date of the year of
issue. Weight: 343.72 grains. Fineness: 750. Value:
$0.72.

I

THALER OF FREDERICK AUGU.ST.

30. Convention-Tlialer of Frederick August, struck in

memory of his death August 9th, 1854, and issued as late as

1858, for general circulation. Obverse: Head of Frederick
August. Legend :

“ friederich august ii ” (a star) ‘‘ koemg
vox SACHSEN.”

This King is known as Frederick August II. as King of

Saxony, also Frederick August IV. as Duke of Saxony. p:x-

ergue: Across, “ D. 9 aug. 1854” {Died 9/A of August, 1854).

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Saxony, encircled

by the ribbon and order of the White Eagle; the whole upon
a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown, from above. This
is one of the few Thalers of Saxony, with two crowns one al)ove

the other, upon the reverse. liCgend :
“ segen des bergraus.”

Exergue :
“ xxx ein,” date of the year of issue, “ pfund f.”

31. Double-Thaler or 3J Gulden of Johann. Obvci-se:

Head of Johann, facing to the left. Legend : ‘Ciohaxn v. g. g.

KOENIG VON SACHSEN.” Reverse: Same as No. 30; with the

double crown. Legend: “zw'Ei vereins thai.er xv ein
pfund FEIN.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue, 1857 to

.1860. Weight: 571.568 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:
$1.45.490.

2U
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From 1857 to 1870, Saxony coined the Doable Thaler of

571.568 grains, instead of 572.847 grains, as agreed upon in

OoDventioo of 1855; preserving the fineness of 900 fine.

32. Double Thaler of Johann of 1861. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 31. Reverse, a complete change, two lions

supporting crowned shield bearing ihe arms of Saxony, beneath

a scroll with :
“ pbovidextij: vemor.” inscribed u|k>d; the

whole surrounded by a raised double circle, inside of which the

Legend: “zwei vereixs thaler” (a fancy arabesque), “XV
Eix PFUXD feix,” and the date of the year of issue, as Exergue,

between two stars. Weight: 571.568 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.45.490.

33. Thaler of Johann of 1855. Obverse: Head of Johann.

Legend :
“ johaxx v. g. g. koextg v. sachsex. Reverse

:

Two female figures seated, the left one representing ju-tice,

with sword in hand, and the right one representing respectful

de^•otion or love with a brandi ami flower in her hand, between

them and higher in the field, the shield with arms of Saxony;

the whole surrounded by a double circle, upon which as Le-

gend : “eb seete gebechtigkeit uxd erxtete liebe”

(He eoved juMirt and reaped devoted forri, “ H06ELA x. 12.”

This motto has allusion to Fre<lerick August, deceased .\u<nist,

1854, father of .Johann, and is the only coin of .Saxony, having

a quotation from the Bible. Weight: 285.784 grains. Fine-

ne^ : 900. Value: $0.72.

34. Vereins Thaler of Johann. Obverse and Legend: Same
as No. 33. Reverse: Crowned shield of Saxony supported by

two miners in their working dres«. I>gend : “.SEGEX DES

BEEGBAUS.” Exerguc :
“ eix thaler,” and the year of issue,

1870-1871, “XXX. eix. pf. f.” Weight: 285.784 graiu.s.

Fineness: 900. Value: $C*.72.

35. Friedens Thaler of 1871, struck in commemoration of

the peace of that year. Obverse: Same as No. 33. Reverse:

The Herald of Peace on horselack, in his right hand a flag,

with a laurel wreath upon the staff, and the German Imperial •

Elagle upon the flag itself; in his left a laurel and olive branch
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entwined. Legend: “eix thaler xxx ein pf. f.” Ex-
ergue: 1871, behind the same martial emblems, saltier-wise.'
Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.72.

All the above silver coins of Saxony are no longer legal
tender, but are still exchanged for the Imperial Reichs-Marks
at the rate of three Marks to the Thaler. The Billon coins
and subsidiary money of Saxony, are no longer
admitted of circulation, and of no value since July, 1873.

36. Five Mark Piece of Albert, King of Saxony. Obverse:
Head of Albert, facing to the right. Legend: “albert
KOEKia VON SACHSEN.” Exergue: “e.” mint-mark of the
Dresden Mint. Revei-se: The Imperial German Eagle. le-
gend: “DEUTSCHES REICH,” and the date of the year of issue
Exergue: “fCnf mark.” Weight: 476 grains. Fineness:
9U0. Value: §1.19.

37. Two Mark Piece of Albert. Obverse, Legend and
Exergue: Same as No. 36. Reverse and L<^end : Same as No.
36. Exergue: “zwEi MARK.” Weight : 190.400. Fineness;
900. Value: §0.47.60.

6 NEU GROSOHEN OF SAXONY.

38.

One Mark Piece of Albert. Obverse: Imperial German



i:

iJ'

740 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOP^'DIA.

Eagle. No Legend. Exergue: “e” miut-mark of Dresden.

Reverse: “1 mark,” enclosed by heavy oak branches. Ex-

ergue : Date of the year of issue.

39. 50 Pfennig of Saxony. Obverse and Exergue: Same as

No. 38. Reverse: “50” in the middle of the field. Legend :

“DEUTSCHES REICH.” Exergue: “pfennig.” Weight:

47.600 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.11.90.

40. 20 Pfennig of Saxony. Tjogend and Exergue: Same as

No. 39. Reverse: “20” in the middle of the field, rest same

as No. 39. Weight: 19.040 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

80.04.76.

The Nickel coins of 10 and 5 Pfennig, and the Bronze cdlns

of 2 and 1 Pfennig, circulating in Saxony, are the coins of the

German Empire, described on pages 642, 643.

INDEPENDENT DUKEDOMS OF
SAXONY.

West of the Kingdom of Saxony, having no connection

whatever therewith, are several small so-called “Dukedoms of

Saxony,” consisting of: 1. Saxe-Altenburg; 2. Saxe-Coburg-

Gotha; 3. Saxe-Mein ingen, and 4. Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach.

As a general rule, in olden times, they depended on Prussia and

Saxony, proper, for their circulating gold and silver currency.

Of late years they have coined the “ Double and Single Ver-

cins, or Convention Thaler;” but by act of the Imperial Ger-

man Parliament, July 9, 1873, they were enjoined from that

prerogative. By the same act they are privileged to affix their

effigies and respective titles upon the Obverse of the 20, 10, and

5 Mark gold pieces, also upon the 5 and 2 Mark silver pieces,

to be coined for them under the general rules and regulations of

the mint act of 1873, from the metals furnished by them to the

coiners of the different Imperial German Mints. Said Reichs-

Marks, gold and silver, as well as the subsidiary coins now cir-

culating in their dominions, and the German Empire in general,

are fully described in proper place.
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1. Saxe-Altenburg.

SILVER COINS.

1. Double Thaler, or Gulden of Joseph of Saxe-Altcn-

burg. Obverse : Head of Joseph. I^egend :
“ Joseph herzoo

zu SACiiSEX-ALTEXBURG ” {Joseph, Duke of Saxe-Altenburg).

Reverse: Shield, bearing arras of Saxony, upon a mantle of

ermine, draped from a crown from above. Legend :
“ 2 thaler

VII EiNE F. MARK. 3 J GULDEN.” Exergue : Date of the year

of issue. Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900, Value:

$1.45.995.

2. Thaler of Joseph of Saxe-Altenburg. Obverse and Le-

gend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Legend:

“ein thaler XIV EINE F. M.” {One Thaler, fourteen to weigh

erne Mark, fine silver). Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 343.72 grains. Fineness: 750. Value: $0.72.

3. Convention Thaler of Ernst of Saxe-Altenburg. Ob-

verse: Head of Ernst. I^egend : “ernst herzog von sach-

SEN ALTENBURG.” Reverse: Shield, bearing the arms of

Saxony, upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown from

above. Legend: “ein vereins thaler xxx ein pfund
fein” {One Convention Thaler, thirty-one pound fine). Ex-

ergue : Date of the year of issue.

All the afore-described coins are no longer legal tender in

Germany, and are exchanged for Imperial Reichs-Marks at the

rate of three Marks for one Thaler.
{

3. Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,

SILVER COINS.

1. Double Thaler or 3^ Gulden of Ernst I. of Saxe-Coburg-

Gotha. Obverse : Head of Ernst facing to the left. Legend :

“ERNST HERZOG ZU 8ACHSEN-COBURG-GOTIIA ” {El-nst Duke of

Saxe-Coburg-Gotha). Reverse: A shield bearing the arms of

Coburg, Gotha, Hanover, Brunswick, etc., upon it a shield of

pretence bearing the arms of Saxony
;
the whole upon a mantle
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of erm'me, draped from a crown from above. Legend: “2

THALEK VII EIXE F. MARK GULDEN.” ExergUe: “ VERE-

rNS,” and the date of the year of issue, “munze.” Weight:

672.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.46.995.

j
2. Double Thaler or Gulden of Ernst II. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse, Legend and Exergue:

Same as No. 1. Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.45.995.

3. Thaler of Ernst of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Shield, bearing arras of

Saxony, upon a mantle of ermine, draj)ed from a crown from

alx)ve. Legend: “ ein thaler xiv eine f. m.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight: 343.72 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.72..

4. Thaler of Ernst II. Obverse: Head of Ernst II. Le-

gend : Same as No. 3. Reverse and I^egend : Same as No. 3.

Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

The afore-described coins are no longer legal tender in Ger-

many, and are only exchangeable at the Imperial treasuries at

the rate of three Marks to the Thaler.

3. Saxe-Meiningen.

SILVER COINS.

1. Double Thaler or 3J Gulden of Bernhard of Saxe-Mein-

ingen. Obverse : Head of Bernhard facing to the left. Le-

gend: “BERNHARD HERZOG ZU SACHSEN-MEINI.VGEN.” Re-

verse: Shield, bearing the arms of Saxe-Mein ingen, u|)on it a

shield of pretence, bearing the crowned arras of Saxony, proper,

the whole upon a mantle of ermine. Ijegend :
“ 3 J gulden

VII EINE F .MARK, 2 THALER.” Exergue :
“ VEREINS,” date

of the year of issue, “munze.” Weight: 572.847 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

2. Two Gulden or Florin Piece of Bernhard. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Ijegend:

“ ZWEI GULDEN.” Exergue : Date of the year of is.sue.

Weight; 327.335 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.83.3894.
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3. Vereins Thaler of Gulden or Florin of Bernhard.

Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 2. Reverse: Shield, bear-

ing the arms of Saxony, proper, upon a mantle of ermine,

draped from a crown from above. Legend: “ein vereins

THALER XXX Eix PFUXD FEIN ’’(One Convention Thaler^thirty

to weiyh one pound, fine silver). Weight: 285.784 grains.

Fineness: 900.* Value: $0.72.

4. Gulden of Bernhard. Obverse and Legend: Same as No.

2. Reverse: “1 gulden,” and the date of the year of issue

upon the middle of the field, ourrounded by heavy branches of

oak, crossed and tied; no legend
;
no exergue. Weight: 163-

.675 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.41.5677.

5. Half Gulden of Bernhard. Obverse and Ijcgend : Same
as No. 2. Reverse: Same as No. 4. Weight: 81.837 grains.

Fineness: 900. A^alue: §0.20.7838.

6. Double Thaler of George of Saxe-Meiningen. Obverse

:

Head of George. I.(egend : “georg herzog zu saciisen-

MEIKIXGEX.” Reverse: Shield, bearing arms of Saxony and

Saxe-Meiningen, uj)on a mantle of ermine, drapetl from a crown

from above. Ijegend : “3J^ gulden vir eine f. mark, 2

THALER.” Exergue: “vereins. munze,” and the date of the

year of issue. Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §1.45.995.

7. Convention Thaler of George. Obverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 6. Reverse : Shield, bearing arms of Saxony, upon

a mantle of ermine, draj)ed from a crown from alx>ve. Legend

;

“ein vereins thaler XXX EIN PFUND FEIN.” Weight:

285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.72.

All the afore-de.scribed coins are only exchangeable at the

different treasuries of the German Empire, at the rate of three

Marks per Thaler.

4. Saxe-Weimai-Eisenach.

SILVER COINS.

1. Thaler of 1815. Obverse: Pointed .shield, crowned. Le-

gend: “grosherzogthum SACHSEN ” {Grand Dtichy of Sax-
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any). Exergue: “10 KINE FEIXE mark” (Ten lo weigh one

Mark, fine silver). Reverse: “DEM vaterlaxde, 1815,” oc-

cupying the middle of the field, inclosed in a wreath, formed of

two oak branches, crossed and tied. Weight: 341 grains.

Fineness: 748. Value: $0.68.700.

2. Thaler of Carl Friederich. Obverse: Bust of Carl Fried-

rich. Legend: “carl friederich grosherzog z. sachsen

w. E.” {Charles Frederick, Grand Duke of Saxe- Weimar-Eisen-

ach). Reverse: Crowneil shield, beilecked with the collar and

badge of the order of the “ W'hite Eagle;” a shield of pretence

surmounted by a crown, and bearing the arms of Saxony, pro-

j)er. Legend: “ein thaler xiv eixe f. m.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue.

3. Double Thaler or 3J Gulden of Carl Friederich. Legend:

“carl friederich GROSSHERZOG ZU SACHSEN WEIM. EIS.”

DOUBLE THALER OF CARL FRIEDRICH.

Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing the arms of Weimar,

Eisenach, etc., upon it, a shield of pretence, with the arms of

Saxony, proper, surmounte<l by a small crown; the whole uj)on

a mantle of ermine, draped from a larger crown from alx>ve.

liCgend: “2 thaler vil eine f. mark, 3J gulden.” Ex-

ergue: “VEREINS mCnze,” and the date of the year of issue.

Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

4.

Vereins Thaler of Carl Friedrich. Obverse: Head of

Carl Friedrich. Legend: Same as No. 3. Reverse: Crowned
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shield, bearing the arms of Saxony, upon a mantle of ermine,

dra|>ed from a crown from above. Ixigend :
“ ein thaler

XXX EIN PFUNi) FEIN.” Excrgue : Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

SCHWARZBURG-RUDOLSTADT.
SILVER COINS.

1. SjKjcies Thaler of I’rederick Gunther. Obverse: Un-
draped bust of Frederick Gunther. Legend: “friedericii

GUNTHER FURST zu scinvARZBURG RUDOLSTADT.” Reverse:

“EIN SPECIES THALER, 1812,” upon the middle of the field,

inclosed in a wreath compo.sed of two branches crossed and tied.

Legend: “x EINE feine .mark conventions .munze.” In-

trinsic value : $1.02J. Very scarce.

2. Double Thaler or Gulden of Frederick Gunther. Ob-

verse : Undraped bust of Frederick Gunther. lA'gend :

“ FUIEDR GUNTHER P’URST zu SCHW’ARZBURG.” Reverse

:

Shield, surmounted by six helmets, and supported by a xcild

man and a wild woman of the Hartz, each holding a lance. Le-

gend :
“ 2 THALER VII EINE F MARK, 3| GULDEN.” E.xergue:

“VEREINS,” date of the year of issue, “munze.” Around the

outer edge: “gott .mit uns” (God with us). Weight: 572.847

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

3. Vereins Thaler of Friedrich Gunther. Obverse: Bust

of Frederick Gunther. Legend :
“ friedr GiiNTiiER furst

zu SCHWARZBURG.” Reverse : Crowned double headed eagle,

a shield of pretence upon its breast, bearing a royal crown.

Leirend :
“ ein vereins thaler xx.x ein pfund fein.”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 285.784 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

4. Gulden or Florin of Frederick Gunther. Obver.se and

Legend: Same as No. 3. Reverse: “1 GULDEN,” and the date

of the year of issue, the whole inclo.sed by wreath of oak

branches, crossed and tied. Weight: 163.675 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: $0.41.5677.
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5. Double Thaler of George. Obverse; Bust of George.

Leo;eii(l: “geokg FiiitST zu sohwarzburg.” Reverse: Same

as No. 2. Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness; 900. Value:

$1.45.995.

6. Vereins Thaler of George. Obverse and I^egend : Same
as No. 5. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 3. Weight

:

285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

All the afore-described coins are no longer legal tender, and

are only exchangeable for the Reiclis-Marks at the rate of three

Marks to the Tlialer.

SCI!WARZBURG-SONr>EIlSHAUSEN.
SILVER COINS.

1. Double Thaler or Gulden of Gunther Friederich Carl.

Obverse: Bustof Gunther Friederich Carl. Legend: “gCntii.

FRIEDR. CARL FURST ZU SCHWARZB. SOXDER.SH ’’ {Gunther

Frederick Charles, Prince of Schwarzburg-Sondeishausen). Re-

verse : Shield, surmounted by six helmets, and supported by a

wild man and a wild woman of the llartz, each holding a lance.

Legend: “2 thaler vii elve f. mark. 3J gulden.” Ex-

ergue: “vereins,” the date of the year of issue, “munze.”

Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.45.995.

2. Vereins Thaler of Gunther Friedrich Carl. Obverse and

Ijcgend : Same as No. 1. Reverse: Double headed eagle

crowned, with a shield of pretence upon its breast. Ix?gend

:

“ein vereins thaler XXX EIN PFUND FEIN.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.72.

The afore-<lescribed coins are only exchangeable for the

Reichs-Marks, at the rate of three Marks per Thaler.

WAT.OECK.
GOLD COINS OF WALDECK.

1. Ducat of Charles. Obverse : Mead of Charles. I.^!gend:

“CAROLUS D. G. PR. WALDECCIAE ” {Charles, by the Grace of
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God, Prince of Waldeck). Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing

a star. Legend; “audua ad. gloiuam via.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Value: $2.24.

2.

Half Ducat and Quarter Ducat of Charles, bear the same

devices and legends, and are only distinguishable by their size

and weight, their Value: $1.12 and $0.56 respectively.

SILVER COINS OF WALDECK.
1. Thaler of Frederick. Obverse: Crowned shield, bearing

the arms of Waldeck and Pyrinont, inclosed between two

branches of laurel, crossed. Legend: “ fridericus pr. war-

decciae co.M PYR.” Reverse: “x eixe feixe mark,” and

the date of tlie year of issue. Weight : 432 grains. Fineness :

835. Value: $0.97.100.

2. Thaler of George Henry. Obverse :
“ ein kronen

TH.VLER,” and the date of the year of issue, occupying the mid-

dle of the field, and inscribed in four lines, between two

branches of palm, crosseil and tied, surmounted by a crown.

I./egcnd : “oeorg iieinr furst z. waldeck u. pyrmont.”

Reverse : A palm tree with its top depressed
;
against its trunk

a shield, bearing the arms of Waldeck and Pyrmont. Legend:

“PALMA LUB. PONDERE CRF,sciT.” Weight: 432 grains.

Fineness: 835. Value: $0.97.100.

3. Double Thaler, or 3} Gulden, Convention-money of George

Henry. Obver.se: Shield, bearing the arms of Waldeck and

Pyrmont, upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown from

above. Legend: “george heinrich furst zu waldeck u.

PYRMONT.” Reverse; “2 thaler 3^ gulden,” and the date

of the year of issue, occupying the fiehl, inscribed in five lines;

the whole surrounded by heavy branches of oak, crossed and

tied. Legend :
“ vereins munze.” Exergue :

“ vil eine f.

MARK.” Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$1.45.995.

4. Vereins Thaler of George Henry. Obverse and Legend :

Same as No. 3. Reverse: “ vereins-thaler,” and the date

of the year of issue, occupying the field, surrounded by branches
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of oak, crossed and tietl. Legend :
“ xxx EIN PFUND FEIN.”

Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.72.

The afore-described coins are no longer current in Germany,

and only exchangeable for the new coinage of the Empire at

the rate of 3 Marks to the Thaler.

WURTEMBERG.
Upon the decline of the Homan Empire Wurteraberg was

erected into a dukedom, but near the end of the eleventh cen-

tury the duk(!dom was again dissolved, and apportioned out to

a number of counts, who declared themselves independeut. At

the end of the fifteenth century Wurtemberg was again united

into a single duchy. During the reign of Frederick William,

who suoceetled his father as Duke of Wurtemberg, in 1797, the

duchy became the theatre of war, and was overrim by the

French armies. William, however, afterward gained the favor

of the Emperor Napoleon I., together with a large accession of

territory, and, in 1803, was raised by him to the rank of an

elector, and, in 1806, was still further honored by the title of

King. Upon the final arrangement of the German States by

the Congress of Vienna, the territorial aecessions were confirmed,

and the kingly title finally recognized. Since 1871 Wurtem-

berg forms part of the German Empire.

GOLD COINS OF WURTEMBERG.
1. Carolin of Eberhard lyoiiis. Obverse: Bust of Eber-

hard Louis in armor. Ijcgend :
“ eber. eud. d. o. dux wurt.

& T.” {Eberhard Ijouis, Duke of Wurt or Wirten\herg, and Te-

censis or Tcck). lieverse: Shield, bearing arms of Wurt and

Teck, surmounted by an electoral crown, and encircled with the

order and chain of the order of the “Golden Eagle.” Ixjgend:

“uUM DEI ET die”
(
H’iVA God and Time). Exergue: 1732

to 1751. Intrinsic value : $4.80.

2. The Half and Quarter Carolin of Eberhanl Ixuiis, bear

the same devices and legends, and ditfer only in size and weight
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The half carolin’s intrinsic value §2.37^, and the quarter, about

$1.18.

3.

The Carolin of Charles Alexander of 1790 to 1800. Ob-

verse : Bust in armor of Charles. Legend :
“ carol alexand.

D. o. DUX WUR &. T.” [Charles Alexander
f
Duke of Wuriemberg

and Teck).

CAROLIN OF CHARLES ALEXANDER.

Reverse: Shield, bearing the arras of Wurtemberg and Teck,

surmounted by an electoral crown, beneath, palm and laurel

branches, crossed. Legend: “per ardua virtus” {Valor

through difficulty). Some of these Carolins have as Legend

:

“ PROVIDE ET CX)NSTANTER ” {Providently and Constantly). Ex-
ergue: Date of the year of issue. Intrinsic value: $4.80.

4. Half and Quarter Carolin of Charles Alexander, bear

the same devices and legends, and are only distingui.shable by
their size and weight. Intrinsic value: $2.37} and $1.18.

5. Ducat of Frederick William as Duke and Elector. Ob-
verse: Bust of Frederick William. Legend: “fred. wil. d.

O. DUX ET EL WURT. & T.” Reverse: Shield, bearing arms of

Wurtemberg and Teck, surmounted by an electoral crown, in-

closed between palm and olive branches, cros.sed. Legend:
“provide ET constanter” {Providently and Constantly).

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 53.858 grains.

Fineness: 980. Value: $2.23.700.

G. Half Ducat of Frederick William, bears the .same devices

and legends as the Ducat. Weight: 2G.929 grains. Fineness:

980. Value: $1.11.850.

7. Ducat of Frederick William as King of Wurtemberg.
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Obverse: Head of Frederick William. Legend: “friedricii

I KOENIG VON wurtemeerg” {Frederick L, King of irwr^cm-

kerg). Reverse: Shield, surmounted by the royal crown, and

supported by a stag and a lion, each carrying a flag. Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight : 53.858 grains. Fineness

:

980. Value : $2.23.700.

8. Half Ducat of Frederick I. as King, bears the same de-

vices and legends as the Ducat, and is only distinguishable by

its size and weight. Weight: 26.929 grains. Fineness: 980.

Value: $1.11.850.

9. Ducat of William, son of Frederick I. Obverse: Un-
draped bust. Legend: “ Wilhelm koenig von wCrttem-
BEUG.”

DUCAT OF WILLIAM.

Reverse: Crowned shield, supported by a lion and a stag.

Exergue: Date of the year of issi>e. Weight: 53.858 grains.

Fineness: 980. Value: $2.23.700.

10.

Half Ducat of William. Obverse and Reverse: Same
as No. 9. Weight: 26.929 grains. Fineness: 980. Value:

$1.11.850.

11.5 Gulden Piece of William. Obverse: Head of William
facing to the right. I^egend : “wilhelm koenig v. wcrt-
TEMB.” Reverse: Pointeil shield, bearing arms of Wurtemberg
and Teck, surmounted by a royal crown, surrounded by laurel

branches, crossetl and tied. Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

Weight; 51.559 grains. Fineness: 895.833. Value: $1.98-

.4620.

12. Ducat of William II. Obverse: Head of William II.

Legend: “wilhelm koenig v. wurttemberg.”
Reverse: Oval shield, bearing arms of Wurtemberg, sur-
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mounted by a helmet and a crown, supported by a lion and a

stag, with their hind feet resting upon a scroll, which bears the

DUCAT OF WILHELM II.

motto :
“ FURCIITLOS UND TREU ” {Fearless and true). Legend

:

“
1. DUCATEX 67 EINE M. z. 23| K.” (1 Ducat, sixbj-seven to weigh

one Mark, fine gold, of 23 1 Carats). Exergue : Date of the

year of issue. Weight: 53.858 grains. Fineness: 986.111.

Value: $2.28.6242.

5 GULDEN OF WDRTEMBERG.

The afore-tlescribed coins are no longer legal tender, since

July, 1873, and are exchanged for Reichs-Marks in gold, at the

rate of If Mark to the Gulden or Florin.

13. Twenty Mark Piece of Karl, of 1872 and since. Ob-
verse: Head of Charles facing to the right. Legend :

“ KARL
KOENIG VON WURTTEMBERG.” Exergue: “f,” the Mint-mark
of the Stuttgart Mint. Reverse: Imperial German eagle, “20”

at the left of it, and “.m” at the right (20 Marks). Legend:
“DEUTSCHES REICH.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 122.880 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $4.76.

14. Ten Mark Piece of Karl, of 1873 and since. Obverse
and Legend: Same as No. 13. Reverse: Same as No. 13. Le-
gend : “DEUTSCHES REICH,” and the date of the year of issue.

Exergue: “10 mark.” Weight: 61.440 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $2.38.
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15. Five Mark Piece of Karl, of 1874 and since. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 13. Reverse: Same as No. 13.

Legend: Same as No. 13. Exergue: “5 mark.” Weight:

30.720 grains. Finenes.s: 900. Value: $1.19.

SILVER COINS OF WURTEMBERG.

1. Convention Thaler of 1770 to 1776. Obverse: Bust of

^
Charles Eugene. Legend: “carolus d. g. dux wurt. & t.”

Reverse: Shield, surmounted by the electoral crown, and in-

closed between branchas of palm and laurel, crossed. Ijegend :

“provide et coxstanter.” Weight: 428 grains. Fineness:

836. Value: $0.96.400.

2. Convention Thaler of 1777 to 1790. Obverse and Le-

gend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Oval shield, surmounted by

the electoral crown, and draped with the hand and star of the

order of the “Golden Eagles,” inclosed between branches of

])alm and laurel, crossed. Legend :
“ provide et co.nstanter.”

Weight: 429 grains. Fineness: 836. Value: $0.96.400.

3. Convention Thaler of Frederick William, from 1797 to

1806. Obverse: Head of Frederick. Legend: “fred. wid.

D. a. DUX WURT & T. ET. EL ” {Frederick William, by the grace

of God, Duke of Wurtcmlterg and Teck, and Elector). Reverse

:

Shield, bearing arms of Wurtemberg and Teck, surmounted by

an electoral crown. I>;gend : “provide et coxstanter.”

Exergue: “x eixe feixe mark.” Weight: 434.750 grains.

Fineness: 875. 'Value: $1.01.8975.

4. Kronen or Crown Thaler of Fri'derick I., as King of

Wurtemberg. Obverse: Head of Fretlerick I. Legend:

“friderich I KOEXIG. VOX WURTEMBERG.” Reverse: Shield,

surmounted by the royal crown, and supported by a lion and

stag, each carrying a flag. Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

Around the e<lge: “kroxex thaler,” a star at each end,

“koexigl. wurttemb.” {Crovm Thaler of the Kingdom of

Wurtemberg), Weight: 454.340 grains. Fineness: 875.

Value; $1.06.9950.
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5. Crown Thaler of William. Obverse : Unclrapcd bust of

William. Legend: “wiluelm koenig von wurti'emberg.”

CROWN THALER OF WILLIA^t.

Reverse: “ein kronen thaler ” and tlie date of year of

issue, in four lines, surmounted by a royal crown
;
the whole

inclosed in a wreath formed of a single branch of laurel, tied

with a ribbon. Weight: 454.340 grains. Fineness: 875.

Value: 3L06.9950.

%

GULDEN OR FLORIN OF MHLLIAM.

6. Gulden of William. Obverse and Legend : Same as

No. 5.

Reverse: Circular shield, surmounted by a crown and in-

closed in a wreath of oak. Legend: KON. wurttemb eix

GULDEN ST.” [Koiiiglich Wurtlemhergith Ein Gulden Stuck,

Royal Wurieviheryer one florin piece). Around the edge:

“furchtlos und treu” {Fearless and true). Exergue:

“1821.” AVeight: 195.300 grains. Fineness: 750. Value:

$0.39.400.

2 V
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7. Double Gulden of 1824 of William. Obverse and Le-

gend: Same as No. 6. Reverse: Crowned shield bearing arms

of Wurtemberg. Ijegeiid: “zWEl gulden.” Exergue:

“ 1824.” Weight: 392,600 grains. Fineness: 750. Value:

^.0.79.200.

8. Kronen or Crown Thaler of William of 1831-1837. Ob-

verse: Head of William, facing to the right. Legend: “ WIL-

HELM KOENIG VON WUErrEMBEUG.”

CROWN THALER OP WILLIAM.

Reverse: Pointed shield, bearing arms of Wnrt and Tcck,

surmounted by a royal crown
;
surroundeil by a branch of oak

and laurel, crossed and tie<l. Ix'gend :
“ KRONEN thaler.”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weiglit: 455.068 grains.

Fineness: 868.056. Value: Sl.01.5289.

9.

Kronen-Thaler of 1833, known as the “zollverein”

'i'haler of Wilhelm {Custovis-League- Thaler). Obverse and Ive-

gend : Same as No. 8. Reverse: Aquarius; Goddt“SS of Trade ;

and a horn of plenty. Aquarius in a reclining po.>;ture, leaning

upon his water-jug, from which the water flows, while the god-

dess of trade carries a Mercury waml in her left hand, and a

sealed packet, extended, in the other; the horn of plenty ap-

)>earing to the right of the field. lA-gentl :
“ handei£ freiheit

DU ifCH eintracht” (Trade free under this union). Exergue:
“ 1833.” This Thaler was coine<l throughout 1833 in com-

memoration of the treaty with the rest of Germany, so far as
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the duties on customs were concerned, known as the “Customs

Ijeague;” by which freedom of trade is permitted between the

<lif!‘erent States of the League, no duties being chargetl upon

luerchandise transportefl from one State to another, after it has

j)assed the frontiers of the first State, and having paid a duty

there. The significance of the device being that, Trade will

prosjier under the auspices of that treaty—the treaty being

the document which the goddess holds in her right hand.

Weight 455.068 grains. Fineness: 868.056. Value: $1.01-

.5289. As this Thaler was coined during a few months only,

it has become already scarce and is much sought af'ter by col-

lectors of coins.

10. 3^ Gulden or 2 Thaler piece of William II. Obverse:

Head of William II., facing to the left. Legend: “wilhelm
KONIG V. WURTTEMBERG.”

Reverse: “3J gulden. 2 thaler,” and the date of the

DOUBLE GULDEN OF WILLIAM II.

year of issue; inscribed upon the field in five lines, surrounded

by a heavy wreath of oak branches, crossed and tie<l. I.<egend

:

“VPIREINS munze” {Convention money). Exergue: “vil

EINE F. MARK.” Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.45.995.

A. Double Gulden of William II. Obverse: Head of Vil-

liam II. Legend: “wilhelm konig v. wurttemberg.”
Reverse: Oval shield, Ix-aring ariiis of Wurt and Teck, sur-

mounted by a helmet, above which a royal crown, supported by

t
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a crowned lion and a stag, their liind feet resting upon a scroll

upon which the motto :
“ furchtlos und treu ” {Fearless and

true). Legend: “zwey gufdejt.” Exergue: Date of the

year of issue. Weight: 327.335 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.83.3900.

B. Vereins or Convention Thaler of William II. Obverse:

Head of William II. Ijcgend :
“ wilhelm konig v. wCrt-

TEMBERG.” Reverse: Arms of Wurt and Tech, supported by

a stag and a crowned lion. Legend :
“ vereins tualer,” a

star, “xxx ein pfund fein.” Exergue: Date of the year

of issue. Weight: 285.784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.72.

C. Gulden of William. Obverse: Head of William. Le-

gend: “ WILHELM KONIG V. WUIirfEMBERG.”

Reverse: “1 GULDEN,” and the date of the year of issue;

surrounded by a heavy wreath of oak branches, crossed and

tied. Weight: 163.675 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.41.5677.

GULDEN OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REIGN OF

WILLIAM.

D. Florin of William of 1841
;
issued during that year in

celebration of the 25th year of the reign of King William. Ob-

verse: Laureated head of AVilliam, facing to the left. Legend :

“WILHELM KONIG V. WURTTE.MBERG.”

Reverse: A female seated, a staff in her right hand, her left

supporting a shield, upon which are the arras of Wurt and

Teck, at the left side a boy holding a horn of plenty, and at the

right of her another boy holding /rcacea in his hands. Legend:
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"ZUR FEYER 25 .T^HRiGER RFXJiERUNo” {At thc Celebration of
the 25th year of thc reign). V/oiglit: 163.675 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §0.41.5677.

E. Double Thaler of Karl. Obverse: Head of Charles

facing to the right. Legend: “ KARL. KOENIG VON WDERT-
TEMBERo” {Charles, King of Wurtemberg).

Reverse: The Cathedral of Ulra in Wurtemberg. Legend :

“ ZtTR ERINNERUXG AN D. WIEDEBHER.STELLUNG I). 5IUNSTER8

IN ULM 1869” (Jji commemoration of the reconstruction of the

Cathedral in Ulm, 1869). Exergue: ^‘zwEi tiialer.”

Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness : 900. Value: $1.45.995.

F. Double Thaler or 31 Gulden of Karl. Obverse and

Ijegend : Same as No. E. Reverse and Legend : Same as No.

10. Weight: 572.847 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$1.45.995.

G. Double Gulden of Karl. Obverse and I^egend : Same a.s

No. E. Reverse and Legend: Same as No. A. Weight:

327.335 grain.s. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.83.3900.

II. Gulden of Karl. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. E.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. C. Weight; 163.675

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.41.5677.

I. Half Gulden of Karl. Obv’erse and Legend : Same as

No. E. Reverse : “ | gulden,” and the date of the year of

DOUBLE THALER OF CHARLE.S OF 1869.
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issue. Weight: 81.652 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.20.7708.

All the above-descrihetl coins are no longer legal tender, and

are only exchangeable at the different Imperial treasuries at the

rate of Mark to the Gulden, and 3 Marks per Thaler.

J. 5 Mark Piece of Karl of 1873 and since. Obverse:

Head of Charles. Legend: “karl koexig von wueuttem-
BERG.” Exergue: “F.” mint-mark of the Stuttgart Mint.

FIVE MARKS OF CnARLES OF WURTEMBERG.

Reverse: The German Imperial Eagle. Legend: “Deut-

sches REICH,” and the date of the year of issue. Exergue:

“ FUNF MARK.” Weight : 476 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

$1.19.

K. Two Mark piece of Charles of 1874 and since. Ob-

verse and Legend : Same as No. J. Reverse and Ijegend :

Same as No. J. Exergue :“ zwei mark.” Weight: 190.400

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.47.600.

L. ^lark Piece of Charles of 1874 and since. Obverse:

The German Imjwrial Eagle. No Legend. Reverse: “1

MARK,” surrfiunded by heavy branches of oak. Legend

:

“DEUTSCHE.S REICH.” Excrguc : Date of the year of issue.

Weight : 95.200 grains. Fineness : 900. Value • $0.23.800.

M. 50 Pfennig of Charles of 1874 and since. Obverse:

Same as No. L. Reverse :
“ 50,” in the middle of the field.
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Legend :
“ dkutsches reicii.” Exergue :

“ pfennig.”
Weight: 47.600 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.11.900.

N. 20 Pfennig of Charles of 1874 and since. Obverse

:

Same as No. L. Reverse: “20,” in the middle of the field.

Legend and Exergue : Same as No. M. Weight : 19.040 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §0.04.760.

The Nickel coins of 10 and 5 Pfennige, and the Bronze coins

of 2 and 1 Pfennig are the subsidiary money of the German
Empire.

GREAT BRITAIN AND POSSES-
SIONS.

GOLD COINS.

The first allusion to Britain on a Roman coin occurs in the

reign of Claudius, A. D. 46. It was struck in commemoration
of the erection of the triumphal arch decree<l to him by the

Senate on the conquest of Britain, but minted four years after

that event. Upon the Obverse : Laureated head of the Emperor
Claudius. Legend: “ti clavd. caesar. aug. p. m. tr. p.

VIIII. IMP. XVI ” {Tiba-ius Claudius Coemr Augiustus, Fonfi/ex

^laxiTuuSf Tribunitin Foicstate nonuvi Inip€t'ntov decvniuni sextutn,

which means: Tiberius Claudius Ccesar Augustus, holding office,

of Fontifex Maximus, or High Pontiff for the ninth time, and
Imperator or Emperor for the sixteenth time). “ Enijicror for

the sixteenth time” refers to the historical fact that the first

Roman emperors were not declared imperators for life, but only
for a certain period, after the manner of the ancient dictator-

ship; such declarations being, however, renewed by the Senate
at the expiration of each period. These renewals are thus re-

corded on the coinage till the title became hereditary.

The Reverse of this coin bears a triumj)hal arch, surmounted
by an equestrian statue between trophies, a representation of
the one decreed by the Roman Senate. Upon the arch is in-

SCrilK'd “ DE BRITANA.”
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Tlie first goM coin of England was issued a. d. 1257 by

Henry III. In the archives of the city of London appears the

following passage:. “It may, perhaps, appear strange that

Henry III., in the height of his distress for want of money,

should be the firk prince that ever struck gold coins in Eng-

land.

“ The piece he caused to be struck was of pure gold, and

weighed two sterlings
;

it was to pass in the usual proportion

of gold to silver at that time for twenty sterlings or pennies in

silver.”

Displeased with gold as a medium for mone}’, in less than

three months after its issue, on Sunday, November 4th, 1257,

the citizens of London made a elamorous representation against

it. King Henry III. \vas so willing to oblige them that he

published a proclamation, declaring that nobody was obliged to

take it, and whoever did might bring it to his exchange, and

receive there the value at which it had been made current, a

half-penny only being deducted for the coinage. Henry, in his

straits for money, was forced, twelve years later (21st July,

1269), to is.sue another proclamation, giving this coin a forccnl

circulation of 24 instead of the original 20 pennies.

The Obverse exhibits the King, Henry III., on a chair or

throne, in his royal robes, crowne<l, having in his right hand a

very neat sceptre, which passes under his arm, and is fornjcd of

six j)earls or pellets; in his left hand, outstretched, he holds a

royal globe, surmounted, but not touched, by a Coptic cross,

compftsed of four pearls or pellets, and a sort of mosaic work

appears at, behind, and under his feet. Legend: “ HKNRICUS

KRX III.” (Ilenrjf III., King). The Reverse has a long cross

extending to the edge of the piece, in order to prevent filling or

clipping; dividing the lettere<l circle, in the interstices of the

cross, are four very neat roses between three small |>ellets. Le-

gend : “wii-T.EM ON RUN!).” The miuter name and London,

the city where minted. Weight: 45 grains. Fineness: 995.

Value: $1.92.825. As this gold penny weighed 2 silver j)cn-

nics, and was current for 20 of silver, had they been of as fine
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silver as that was of fine gold, the proportion would have been

as 1 to 10; but, as the silver penny contained no more than 37

parts in 40 of fine silver, therefore it was of no more than 1 to

Finally, when the gold penny was raised from 20 pennies

to 2 shillings, the proportion raised as 1 to llio-

The next gold coinage occurs in the eighteenth year of the

reign of Edward III., 1344, and was called the “Florin,”

which had upon the field of the Obverse two leopards, and the

Half Florin, which had but one, while the (Quarter Florin, a

royal helmet with a lion guardant-pasmnt at the top, the whole

upon a mantle strewn with lilies of France. Legend: “kdavr.

R. ANor.. z. FRA.N'C. R. HiBEu” [Eihciirdus Rex Angliae, Fran-

ciae. Dominus lliberniae, Fdicard, King of England and France,

Master of Ireland). Reverse: A cross composed of treble linos

of pearls or pellets, with a small rose in the centre. Legend:

“exaltaritur in gloria” [lie shall be exalted in glory).

Weight of the Florin: 108 grains; Half Florin: 54 grains;

and the Quarter: 27 grains troy. Fineness: 995. Value:

$4.62.780 the Florin; $2.31.390 the Half; and $1.15.695 the

Quarter.

This Florin was current for six soldz or shillings; the Half

for three shillings; and the Quarter Florin for eighteen deniers

or pence. It was soon found that this gold coinage was rated

too high, and was therefore recalled
;
consequently specimens are

very rare. Another gold winage M'as then determined upon,

the famous one of the “ Nobles.”

These coins were not named after a place of mintage, such as

the Florin, after Florence, but after the noble metal of which

they were compased, and their purity, 995 fine; therefore, su-

perior to any gold coins of the ])criod in Europe.

Obverse: A ship; the King, Edward III., clad in armor,

sword erect in his right, and a shield, quartered with the arms

of France and England, in his left hand, standing upright in

the mi<ldle of the ship. Legend: “edwar. d. gra. REX.

ANGL. z. FRANC. DNS HYB.” (Edvnrdus Dei Gratiae Rex An-

gliae Ft Franciae Dominus lliberniae, Edward, by the grace of
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God, JCiru/ of Enyland and France, Ma^stei' of Ireland). Dei

Gratiac was then used for the first time on the coins of England.

The device of the ship was adopted in commemoration of the

great naval victory of Midsummer Eve, 1340, when two French

admirals, and thirty thousand men were slain, and two hundred

and thirty of their large ships taken, with small loss on the

part of the English.

The Reverse has a cross formed of three lines, two of wliich

are dotted, and terminated with a sort of a flourished ornament

and a lily of France, having on its centre a small rose or com-

partment of four leaves or arches, and four angles, whose points

terminate in three pellets in the void spaces made by the cross,

which have also in each of those spaces a lion, with a crown

over it, all contained within a com])artment of eight arches

dotted like a cross. In the centre the letter “e” (which stands

for Edward). Legend: “iHS autem transiens p. medium
ILLOKUM IBAT.” autcm transiens per medinm illorum ibat,

which means: Jesus passing through the midst of them [alluding

to the Pharisees, who intended to stone Him] u'ent away).

There are several opinions concerning the meaning of this

text (John viii., v. 59); the first is, that of the alchemists,

who say it alludes to the secret manner in which gold was

maile, being as invisible to vulgar eyes as Jesus’ passage through

the midst of the Pharisees w:is to them. The second, these

words, as found in Luke iv., v. 30, have been used as a talis-

man of preservation in battle, and al.so against thieves, if so the

wonderful preservation of the King, as if by the invisible hand

of Providence he passed unhurt througli the midst of his ene-

mies, in that extraordinary sea fight, which the type of this coin

was intended to commemorate, it was mast appropriate; but if

the other superstition did hold sway, it was decidedly the most

serviceable, if not the most elegant inscription that could be

put u{M)n coins, but gold especially.

The Half Noblt*s bear the same Obverse and Reverse, only

in some the Ix'gend on the Reverse was changed to “dominf.

NE IN FVRORE TUO ARGUAS ME,” P.salm VI. and XXXVIII.,
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part of verse 1(0 Lord, rebuke me not in Thy vn'ath). On one

of the Half Nobles in the collection of coins in the British

Museum, the sense of the motto is entirely changed by the ac-

cidental omission of the word “ne,” reading “Don)ine in furore

tuo arguas me."

The Quarter Nobles boar the same Obverse and Reverse as

the Noble, only on some the Legend on the Rev'crse was changed

to “exaltabitur IX GLORIA " (//e be exalted in glory).

Supposed to be an allusion to Edward’s claim to the crowu of

France.

The “Noble" was made current to the amount of the then

well-known sum of half a Mark, or six shillings and eight

pence; the half or “Maile Noble" for three shillings and four

j)ence; and the quarter or “Ferling Noble" for twenty pence.

Weight of the Noble: 136.700 grains. Fineness: 995.

Value: $5.85.7595. The half or “Maile Noble," Weight:

68.350 grains. Fineness: 995. Value: $2.97.8798; and the

quarter or “Ferling Noble,” Weight: 34.175 grains. Fine-

ness: 995. Value: $1.48.9399. The proportion of gold to

silver, at that period, was as 1 to 11 ;
at the present day it is as

1 to 16.

Some of the Nobles have also the title of “ duke of Aqui-

taine," and others with a flag at the stern of the ship, bearing

St. George’s cross; others, struck after tlie Treaty of Bretigny,

in 1360, when Etlward renounced his claim to France, omitting

“ FRANCIAE ’’ in the titles.

The first grand coinage of Nobles proved so valuable that

they were secretly exported for profit, and a lighter coinage was

made, causing, however, some unreasonable discontent.

Still the fine gold coinage of Edward III. was rapidly finding

its way to France
;

to obviate which, he established the compli-

cated system of Staple towns, where only British merchandise

could be sold to the foreign merchant in the presence of a gov-

ernment commissioner, who compelled the foreigner, on the

sale of his own merchandise, to spend whatever moneys he

might have received in the purchase of British products, then

principally wool.
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The coins struck in France by Edward III. are the Guien-

nois, the Leopard, tlie Ecu, and the Mouton. The Giiiennois,

coined in Guienne, bears upon tlie Obverse the standing full

figure of Edward III., in complete armor, except his head

which is crowned
;
he holds in his right hand a sword and a

pointed shield, with the quartered arms of France and England

in his left, and seems to stand on two lions, at the sides and

over his head a grand Gothic portico. Legend :
“ kd d. gha.

KEX ALiE DO aquitaxie” {Edvavdus Dei Gmtiae Rex Anglkie

Dominus AquUaniae, which means : Edward, by the Grace of

God, King of England, Master of Aquitaine). Upon the Re-

verse: An ornamented cross within a compartment similar to

that on the afore-described “Nobles.” I>egend : “gi-IA in

EXEiAiis DEO ET IN TERRA PAX HoiBUS ’’{Gloria in Excelsis Deo

El in Terra Rax Ilominibus, which means: Gloi'y be to God an

high, and on earth peace to men). Weight : 60 grains. Fine-

ness: 99^0. Value: §2.57.100.

The Leopard has on the Obverse a lion passant-guardant,-

crowned and within a compartment of arabe^ies. Legend

:

“edvvardus DEI GRA ANGEi FRANCIE REX.” Reverse: A
cross, whose ends terminate in acorns with leaves, within a rose

or compartment of four arches and four angles. IjCgend “ XPC.

VINCTT.. XPC. REGNAT. XPC. IMPERAT ” {Christus vincit, Chris-

tu8 regnat, Christus Imperat, which means : Christ conquers,

Christ reigns, Christ commands). Weight : 54 grains. Fine-

ness: 995. Value: §2.31.:i90.

The Ecu bears upon theObver.se: King Etlward III., seatc*d

on an ornamented throne, with his sword erect in his right hand,

and a shield, with the lilies of France upon it, in his left. Iaj-

gend :
“ EDVVARDUS dei gra. angli francte rex.” Re-

verse: An ornamented cro.ss within a rose of four leaves, whose

ornamented angular points terminate in the quartera, ami the

same leaves issue also from the legendary circ'le into the angles,

ix^end : Same as the lA*opard. Weight: 66 and 70 grains.

Fineness: 995. Value: §2.82.810 and §2.99.950 respectively.

The Mouton has on the Obverse, within a compartment, the
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“holy lamb/' under which is the king’s name, “ edvard.”

Legend : *‘aon. dei. qui toi.ei pecca mvxdi. mis. xos” [Agnus

Dei qui tollis peccala mundi miserere nobis, which means : Lamb

of God, Thou who takest atcay the sins of the world, have mercy

upon us). Reverse; An ornamented cross with the lilies of

France in the angles. I^egend :
“ XPC VINCIT. XPC. REONAT.

XPC imperat” [Christ conquers, Christ reigns, Christ com-

mands). Weight: 71 grains. .Fineness: 995. Value:

?3.04.235.

Etlward, Prince of Wales, called more frequently the Black

Prince, was declared Prince of Aquitaine by his father, Edward

III., in 1362, which he held for ten years, when he again re-

signetl it into his father’s hands, and died about four years after

in 1376. In this capacity of sovereign prince he issued five

diflerent gold coins, two similar to those of his father, namely

:

the Guiennois and the Ijcopard.

The third is the “ Chaise,” upon the Obverse he appears sit-

ting on a Gothic chair or throne. Legend :
“ ED. PO. gns. regis

ANGI.IE pxs aquitanie” [ICdvai'dus Primo Genitus Regis

Angliae Princeps Aquitaniae, w\uch means: Edward firstborn

to the King of England Prince of Aquitanie), On the Reverse

is a cross within a compartment of four roses and four angles,

it has also two lions and two lilies of France in the quarters.

Legend :
“ DEUS .iudex Justus eortis paciens ” [God the just,

powerful, and patient Judge). Weight: 54 grains. Fineness:

995. Value: $2.31.390.

The fourth coin is known as the gold “Hardy.” Obverse:

Bust of Edward in his robes, with his sword in his right hand,

with a compartment. Ijcgend : Same as the “ Chaise.” Re-

verse: A cross with the lions and lilies. Legend : “auxilium

MEUM A DOMING.” Weight: 60 and 61 grains. Fineness:

995. Value : $2.57.100 and $2.61.385.

The fifth and last coin of the Black Prince is the “Pa-

vilion;” upon the Obverse of which he is represented standing

in his robes under a .spacious pavilion, with his sword erect, and

has two ostrich feathers on each side of him. Legend : Same as
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the “ Chaise.” Reverse : A cross formed of leaved acorns, in-

closed within a sort of curve<] square, out of the middle of the

four sides of which issue the four angles of a square. Jjegend;

“DNS AIVTO. PTECO. ME. IIPO. SPAVIT WU .MEUM ” {DomintlS

adjulo protector mens in eo speracU cor meum, which means:

Ijord, my protector and help, I have prostrated my heart to Thee).

Weight of this coin differs more than any of Aquitanian gold

coins. The Pavilion in possession of the Queen of England

and that of the Duke of Devonshire weighs 69 grains, that in

Paris 73 grains, others have been found to weigh 83 grains;

their fineness, nevertheless, 995 fine, known as the old gold

standard of England from Edward III. until the eighteenth

year of Henry Vlll., A. D. 1527, about 180 years. Value,

therefore, as from §2.95.665 to §3.55.655.

This coin is interesting on account of the detached ostrich

feathers in the field—so placed in commemoration of the Black

Prince having displumed the helmet of John King of Bohemia

at the battle of Cressy. The crest of that king, who was killed

in that battle, was: three ostrich feathers, with the motto “ten

dien” (7 serve); and in memory of that victory, August 26th,

1346, it has since been adoj)ted by the heirs to the crown of

England.

The gold coins of Richard II., 1377-1399, upon the Obverse

in no way differ from those of his grandfather’s Edward III.,

with the exce[)tiou of the Legend “ Ricard ” instead of “ E<1-

vvard,” and upon the reverse the initial “R” replaces the “E.”

His Nobles were reduced to 120 grains, fineness: 995. Value:

$5.14.200. The half Nobles to 60 grains. Value: $2.57.100,

and the quarter in the same proportion.

The gold coins of the three Henries, who now succeedeil each

other, are very difficult to distinguish. These kings issued in

England money of precisely the same types, without any marks

of distinction.

In February, 1423, Henry VI. ordered the coinage of the

“Salute” in France. Obverse: Salutation of the Virgin by

the angel Gabriel
;
the hands of the angel are lifted up, and
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tliose of the Virgin folded over her breast. The word “ave”
{Hail) is in a scroll ov^er a crowned shield, with the arras of

France and England quartered together, which stands between

them. Ijegend: “henricus rex angi.ie et fran.” The
reverse has a lonj; cross between a lion and a lily of France,

within a compartment. legend: “xpc VINCIT. XPC regnat.

xpo imperat.” Weight : 60 grains. Fineness : 995. ^^ilue:

^2.57.100.

In the same year, 1423, September 6th, a change was made

in the device of the “ Salute
;

” tlie principal difference of which,

in its type, from the other, is, that the scroll with “ave” is held

by the angel, the Virgin has her hands elevated instead of

folded, and there are two shields, neither of them crowned; one

at the feet of the Virgin, with the arms of France alone, and

the other contains France and England quartered. The Re-

verse is the same as the preceding one, only an “ H ” is added

beneath the cross. Tlie Legemls remained the same; but the

weight was reduced from 60 to 54 grains. Fineness: 995.

Value: ^2.31.390.

Henry VI. likewise afterwards caused another coin, the

“Gold Franc,” to be struck. On the Obverse the King on

horseback, in full armor cap-a-pie, a crown upon his helmet, his

sword drawn, his armor and that of his horse is strewn with

lilies of France and lions of England. Legend: “henricus
I). G. franc, anglie rex.” Reverse: An ornamented cross

within a compartment of four arches. Legend :
“ XPS. viNCiT.

XPS. REGNAT. XPS. IMPERAT.” Weight from 48 to 60 grains.

Fineness: 995. Value: §2.05.68 to $2.57. 100.

Edward IV., 1461-1483, changed the obverse of the Xoble

and half Noble, and they differ from those of all his prede-

cessors, first in having constantly a square flag on the stern of

the ship, with the letter “e” of his name on it, which before

always appeared on the centre of the reverse, and secondly there

is always a large rose on the side of the ship, which none of

them before ever had. The rose or compartment likewise on

the quarter Noble consi.sts of but four leaves instead of eight, as
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all the former ones had; an “e” appears on the top of the

'shield, a rose on one side and a snn on the other, with a lily

of France at the bottom. Legend: “Edward di. gra. rex

ANGE. z. FRANC. DNS. HYB.” Oil the half Noble the words
“ DNS. liYB.” are wanting; and on the quarter Noble the words

“ DNS. iiYB.” and “ franc” are omitted. The type of the Re-

verse is also changed, the cross with its small central compart-

ment is now taken away, and in its stead appears a sun, with a

full blown rose in the centre, the points or rays touching the

flourished ornamented ends of the cross, and also the lions and

lilies, which were still left and enck;scd within the same com-

partment of eight leaves. The legends still remained as on the

afore-described
“ Nobles.”

This gold coin “Noble” having continued for 120 years at

its original value of 6s. 8d. had given its name to that sum in

accounts, but bein" in 1461 made current for half as much

more, or ten sliillings, it had the name of “ ryae” given to it,

which the French had given to some of the first gold coins they

struck, and was thus called from the figure of tlie king iu his

royal robes.

This coin is sometimes also called by the name of “rose

ryal,” but more frequently by that of “ rose noble,” which

seemed to be most proj)er from the rose which it carried both

on its Obvei-seand Reverse. The weiglit, fineness and intrinsic

value, notwithstanding their advance from 6s. 8d. to 10s., re-

mained. Edward IV., in his fifth year, 1465, began to mint a

new kind of money called the “anoei.,” on which apj>ears the

archangel St. Michael, having one foot on the dragon, which

lays on its back, and piercing him at the moutli with a spear,

whose end terminates in a cross crosslet. Legend: “f:dward

DI. GRA. REX. ANGL. z. FRAN.
;

” but on the half Angel, called

the “angelet,” tlie words “ z. franc.” are omitted from the

Legend. Upon the Reverse appears a ship, with a large mast

in the middle of it, the top of which is formeil into a cniss, the

royal shield, with the arms of France and England fixesl on

this mast, liaving on the right side the letter “e” (EduKird), and



GREAT BRITAIN AND POSSESSIONS 769

on the left a rose. Ijegcncl on the Angel :
“ per cruce tua

SALVA NOS XPE REDEMPT.” {By Thy Gi'oss save us, 0 Christ,

our Redeemer). Around the “Angelet” the Legend reads: “o
CRUX AVE SPES UNiCA.” (HaU, Oh cross, our cmly hope).

Weight of the Angel : 80 grains. Fineness : 995. Intrinsic

value of to-day: 03.42.80. The weight of the Angelet is 40

grains. Fineness: 995, and the intrinsic value of to-day:

01.71.40.

During the reign of Henry VII., 1485-1509, a considerable

change in gold coinage took place.

The Obverse of the Noble represents the King as usual, in

armor, standing in a ship, with his sword in his right hand, and

a shield in his left, which differs from that which appears on
' those of his predecessors, both in form and position, covering

but little of his body; a square flag with a semi-dragon appears

at the stern of the ship, and another, for the first time, at the

head, on which is an H.” {Henry). The side of the ship is

ornamented wdth roses, and the King is crowned with an im-

perial arched crown, whereas on the former ones it is always

open. The Reverse differs still more from the former Nobles;

the ornamented ends of the cross, the lily of France, the lions

and crowns all disappeared; the whole area is filled with a large

double rose within a compartment of ten arches; in the centre

of the rose is a shield with arms of France alone, without those

of England, which are not to be found thus on any other piece.

The Legends, Weights and Fineness, as afore-described. But

the great feature of Henry VII’s reign was the issue of the

Double Ryal or “Sovereign,” as also the “Double Sovereign.”

The Obverse of both represent the King, Henry VII., sitting

in a chair of state, w’ith a .sceptre in his right, and the royal orb

in his left hand. Legend: “henricus. dei. gracia. anglie.

FRANCIE. IBAR. HIBNE.” Upon the Reverse a double full

blown rose, in its centre the royal shield, with the arms of

France and England quartered; above it a large imperial crown.

Legend: “ihesus aute trancien.s per mediu ileoru ibat”

{Jesus, passing through the midst of them, went away). The
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Double Sovereign weighs: 480 grains. Fineness: 995. Value:

$20.56.800. The Sovereign : 240 grains. Value: $10.28.400.

The Double Sovereign was current for 40 shillings, and the

Sovereign for 20 shillings, or one pound sterling; the value of

silver to gold as 1 to llifr-

The Kyal of Henry VII. was worth 10 shillings; the Angel

6 shillings 8 pence; and the Halves and Quarters in proportion.

The avarice of Henry VII. having caused much light money

to be made, and many pieces also being clipped, great complaints

arose, which were silenced in a rather summary manner; it was

therefore enacted that no person should refuse the King’s coin,

if good gold and silver, on account of thinness, on pain of im-

prisonment or death.

During the reign of Henry VIII., 1509-1547, another gap

occurs in the coinage of Ryals or Nobles. The Sovereign, up

to the thirty-fourth year of his reign, like that of his father,

exhibits the King seated in a chair of state, with his sceptre and

globe, at his feet the portcullis, which is not on any of the others.

The Reverse nearly as that of his father, with slight changes in

the compartments about the rose. In 1544 the type of the Re-

verse was completely changed, exhibiting the royal shield with

the quartered arms of France and England crowned and sup-

ported, on the right by a lion, and on the left by a dragon
;
at

the lx)ttom of the shield “h. r.” In the thirty-sixth and

thirty-seventh year of Henry VIII., the Sovereigns differ but

little from the foregoing, the King appearing fuller faced and

with a beard; a rose at his feet instead of the portcullis. These

Sovereigns are smaller in size and lighter in color; their weight

l)eing reduced from 240 to 200 grains, and their fineness from

995 to 958, the Half Sovereign in proportion. This reduction

brought its intrinsic value of to-day down to $8.25.150.

In the thirty-seventh year of his reign the fineness was further

reduced to 834 fine, and its intrinsic value of to-day down to

$0.91.

Henry VIII. in his eighteenth year of reign coinal the gold

“George Noble” for the first time; it represents u|X)n the Ob-
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verse : St. George on horseback, piercing the dragon under his

horse with a spear, but upon the following mintage he has a

sword in hand, lifted ready to strike the dragon. Legend

:

’‘‘tali dicait, sig. mbs. fluctuare neqi.” {Tali dicat signo

mens Jluctuare ncquit, which means, referring to the device of

St. George : Devoted to such an emblem the mind cannot waver).

Reverse: A ship, the mast a cross, a large rose at the foot of it;

the letters “h and r” at each side of the cross. The next

mintage of this Reverse a change was made: the ship has three

masts or crosses, and the letters “h and r” are removed. Le-

gend: “hEXRICUS D. G. rex ANG. Z. franc. DNS HYB.” This

is the first instance where the King’s name and titles are put on

the Reverse, and the sentence usually chosen for the Reverse is

put on the Obverse. Weight: 71.112 grains. Fineness: 995.

Intrinsic value of to-day : $3.04.639.

Henry VIII. also introduced the “Gold Crown” into the

English series of coinage. Upon its Obverse a double rose,

crowned between the letters “ii. R.” {Henry Rex), “ii. a.”

{Henry and Anne). “ H. j.” {Henry and Jane). “ ii. K.”

{Henry arul Katherine). Some of the gold “Crowns” have a

rose fixed on the centre of a cross fleury, with the letters “ n.

R.” crowned in two of the quarters, and two lions in the other

two. Legend: “henric. viir. rdtilans rosa sie spia.”

{Heni'icus VIII., Rutilans rosa sine spina, which means: Henry

VIII., the shming rose without a thomi). The Reverse of all of

them have the royal shield, with the arms of France and Eng-

land crowned. Some have not any letters on the sides, but

others have “ll. R.,” “il. A.,” “h. j.” and “ii. K.,” as on the

Obverse.

Edward VI., 1547-1553. This prince was little more than

nine years of age when he ascended the throne; but in the

journal which he kept, in his own writing, and which is still

preserved in the British Museum, he made several entries re-

specting the coinage, which shows that he had been taught to

appreciate the subject. It was determined that the bare state

in which Henry VIII. had left it should be remedied, but an
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honest way of going about the work does not appear to have

occurred to the youthful King or hia ministei’s. The Sovereign

of this King weighed from 169 to 178.720 grains; the Half,

Ci,uarter, Third and Eighth in proportion.

The coinage of Mary, and Mary and Philip, 1553-1558, ex-

hibits no improvement. The Sovereigns is.sued were made

current for 30 .shillings, the Angel for 10 shillings, the fractioas

in proportion.

Elizabeth, 1558-1602. The complete restoration of the in-

tegrity of the currency is justly ascribetl to Elizabeth. The

Ijcgend of Henry VIII., the shining rose without a thorn, gives

j)lace to “e. d. a. rosa sine sviha” {Elizabeth, bythe ffrace of

God, the rose without a thorn). One consolation is left to pos-

terity that Henry VIII. and Elizabeth had at least a very good

opinion of themselves.

The fine Sovereign of Elizalieth weighs 240 grains troy; the

Ryal 120 grains;.the Angel, before the forty-third year of her

reign, weighs 80 grains; the Angelet 40 grains; and the Quarter

Angel 20 grains; and after her forty-third year they weigh 78-

.650 grains. The fine Sovereign, Ryal and Angel were all of

995 fine. The fine Sovereign was current for 30 shillings; the

Ryal for 15 shillings; the Angel for 10 shillings; and the frac-

tions in proportion. The pound Sovereign of 20 shillings, l>e-

fore her forty-third year, weighs only 174.720 grains; but after

that year was reduced to 171,890 grains; the fractions in pro-

portion. The pound Sovereign was only 916 fine.

Before describing the coinage of James I. of England, and

VI. of Scotland, it will l>e necessary to take a hasty review of

the origin and progress of the Scottish coinage.

The earlie.st coins attributed to Scotland were those of Wil-

liam the Lion, 1165. It is probable, however, that a regular

coinage was known in Scotland at least two centuries earlier,

for the southern portion of what is now termetl Scotland was

incliidcil in the Saxon Kingdom of Northumberland, and the

Northumbrian coin circulated there while a great portion of the

North was possessed by the Kings of Norway, who coined
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money, certainly, in the tenth century. It is not, therefore,

that coins were unknown to the people of Scotland till the

twelfth century, but that they did not assume a distinctive and

national character before that period. Coins attributed to Mal-

colm IV. are doubtful. Those issued by William I., surnamed

“ The Liou,” are, however, uudoubted, and are very numerous.

The coins bear the names of various moneyers and places of

mintage, after the manner of the English coinage of the period.

The coins of Alexander II. and III. are V'ery difficult to dis-

tinguish, and, like those of William I., are very rude in exe-

cution. Those of John Baliol, however, and Robert Bruce,

which are at once recognizable, are in some res[>ects superior to

the English coinage of that period. The first gold coinage of

Scotland took place in the last year of the reign of David II.,

1371, when fine gold pieces were issuetl, evidently in imitation

of the “ Nobles” of Edward III., from which they differ in no

respect except in the substitution of the arms of Scotland for

those of England on the shield, and of the name and titles of

the Scottish king in the Legend.

In the reign of Robert II., 1371-1390, coins of gold were

issued of a national character, having the arms of Scotland on

the Obverse, and St. Andrew on his cross on the Reverse, from

which this coin received its popular name “St. Andrew.”

This piece passed for five shillings. It was called a “ Gold

Penny,” the half being called a “Maille.” The Maille has

only the cross and not the figure of St. Andrew on the Reverse.

It was, however, popularly called “the Lion,” from the lion on

the shield of the Obvei*se, to distinguish it from St. Andrew.

The gold coinage of Robert III., James I. and II., fron>

1390 to 1460, is similar to those of Robert II. In the reign

of James III. the demi or lozenge lions of gold of James I.

and II. were ordered to pass for twelv^e shillings each, showing

the great increase in the value of the old gold coin.

During the reign of James III., 1460-1487, a new gold

coin, the “ Unicorn,” was struck. It bears upon its Obverse a

Unicorn from which it derives its name.
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James IV., 1488-1514, issued also a new coin called the

“ Rider :
” the king armed on a galloping horse, of two or three

sizes so as to correspond with the unicorn series.

In the reign of James V., 1514-1542, “Unicorns” from

the old dies were issued, and also new gold coins which have

the numeral “ v” after liis name. In his reign, also, “Crowns”

of gold were also issued to pass for twenty shillings; and, like-

wise, gold pennies of several kinds; but the finest coin of his

reign is the gold “ Bonnet” piece, so called from the cap or beret,

termed in Scotland a bonnet, which the king wears in his por-

trait on this coin. There were two-thirds and one-third of this

piece issued at the same time.

The gold coins issued in the reign of Mary, 1542-1587,

though not numerous, were of a great variety of type. They

had generally the arms on the Obverse, and “ Marla Regina,”

in a crowned monogram, on the Reverse. The “ Royal ” is one

of the best-wrought coins of this reign, having a well-executed

portrait of the Queen on the Obverse. During her marriage

with Francis II. no gold was struck, but previous to her second

marriage the gold “ Crown ” was issual, having the arms of

France half effaced by those of Scotland on the Obverse, and

four crowned M’s, arrangcnl as a cross, on the Reverse. No
gold was issued during her union with Darnley. James VI.,

previous to his accession to the throne of England, coined the

“Sceptre,” a fine large coin of the size of an English double

Sovereign. In his reign the Scottish coins were declared cur-

rent in England, as one to twelve, and the English in Scotland

in the same proportion—that is, the Rase Royal, thirty shillings

English, was to pass for eighteen pounds Scotch : the Angel of

ten shillings for six pounds Scotch, etc.

James I. of England, 1602-1025, issued first the Sovereign,

having upon the Obverse the King in armor, holding the orb

and sceptre. The Reverse has the arms of England and

France, with Scotland and Ireland quartered, and the Legend:

“exurgat deus dissi pentur inimici”(J>< God arise, let

His enemies be scattered). After the coining of the “Units”

—
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coins of similar value—these pieces were sometimes called

“Sceptre Units:” the late sovereigns of the above type had the

more appropriate motto :
“ faciam eos in gentem unam ” {I

rciU make than one people). The “Double Crown ” of ten shil-

lings is like the half sovereign, but has on the Reverse: “hen-
Ricus ROSAS regna JACOBUS.” The British “Crown” of five

shillings was similar. The “ Thistle-Crown ” of four shillings

MINT OF GREAT BRITAIN.

has the rose of England on one side, and the thistle of Scotland

on the other, both crowned, the titles round the rose with

“tueatur unita deus” (God upholds the United), round the

thistle. The pieces coined in Scotland only differed in the arms

of Scotland occupying the first place. The “Rose Ryal”of
thirty shillings is similar to those of the preceding reigns, ex-

cept that the King appears in his regular parliamentary robes.

The Legend on “ Rose Ryal” and “Spur Rial” is: “a domino
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FACTUM EST ISTUD ET EST MIRA BILE IN OCULIS NOSTRIS ” {It

is the work of the Lord, and wondaful in our eyes). English

gold coins being above the standard of those of the Continent,

their value was raised by proclamation: the Sovereign, from

twenty to twenty-two shillings; the Double Crown, from ten to

eleven shillings, and so in proportion. It being found that the

irregular sums at which the gold coins were rated were ex-

tremely convenient, a new gold coinage was determined on.

These coins are of the highest standard, termed angel gold.

First, a thirty-shilling piece having the King in his parliament

rolxjs, the figure finely executed in a new style, but the mottoes

the same; and, on the Reverse, the type of the old Rose Ryal

l>eiug abandoned for the royal arms. Second, a fifteen-shilling

piece of new device, having a lion holding a shield, with the

nucnerals “xv.” and the titles; and on the Reverse the old de-

vice of the “Noble,” with the sun of Edward IV. Third, a

ten-shilling piece, or Angel, with the old devices of the angel

and ship, greatly improved, and having the royal arms on the

sail, and another pattern having the ship scooped out to receive

a large shield with the arms. Of crown gold, new “Units”

were made, having the King’s head laureated in the Roman

style—the first time it- had been adopted on modern English

coins—and for the Reverse the royal arms, crowned, and the

mottoes as on the first “ Units.” These pieces were soon after

called “ Laurels.”

There is not so great a variety of the gold money of Charles

I., 1625-1649. His coins are those of his predecessors, and

the only piece of different pattern was the “Siege Piece,” which

was struck at Pontefract, 1648, octagonal in shape, and of the

value of 20 shillings.

The gold money of the “Commonwealth” has upon the

Obverse the antique shield, with the cross of St. George encircled

with a laurel and palm branch. Legend: “the common-

WE.\LTH OP ENGLAND.” The Reverse has two antique shields

joined together, t'ontaniing St. George’s cross and the Irish

harp, with the respective values over them. Legend :
“ OOD
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WITH VS,” aud the date
;
which is from 1649 to 1660 inclusive.

, Weight, Fineness and Value as those of Charles the First.

There is also a twenty and a ten shilling piece of Cromwell as

Protector. Obverse: Bust of Cromwell : on the reverse a plain

square shield, crowned, with the cross of St. George in its first

and fourth quarters for England, that of St. Andrew in the

second for Scotland, the Irish harp in the third for Ireland and

in the centre a shield of pretence, a lion ntmpant. Ijcgend

:

“ PAX QU.BRITUR BELLO ” {Peact is sought by war). The first

money coined by Charles II., after his restoration, 1660-1685,

was struck with the hammer, with and without the value upon

them, but neither of them have an inner circle. He also coine<l

for the first time the “ Guinea,” called so because of the great

quantity of them that were coined out of gold brought from that

coast by the Royal African Company, and distinguished from

the other coins by an elephant and castle, beneath the bust of

the king. Under Charles II’s reign were also coined the half,

two and five “Guinea” pieces; the latter had around the rim :

“ DECUS ET TUTAMEN ” {ornamental and useful). The Guinea

weighs 129.840 grains, the halves, twos and fives in pro[x>rtion,

their Fineness 916.660; and they were made current for 10,

20, and 40 shillings and 5 pounds.

The gold money of James II., 1685-1689, presents his profile

bust laureated, and looking to the right, the contrary way to

his brother
;
a lock of hair also flows over his shoulder. Weight

and Fineness same as the gold-coins of Charles II.

The coins of William and Mary
;
William III. and Mary

II., 1689-1702; are of the same style as those of Charles II.

and James II. Upon the Obverse the profile busts of the king

and queen ap|>ear together; that of the king is laureated, but

the queen has only her flowing hair. Weight and Fineness

same as those of Charles II.

About the famous era of the Revolution, 1688, the Guinea

by common consent was paid and received at 21s. 6d.

Queen Anne, 1702-1714, is exhibited on her gold money

with a profile bust turned to the right, her hair tied up with a
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611et; upon the Reverse: Two sceptres in the angles

the shields of England, Scotland, Ireland and France. Weight,

Fineness and Value as the preceding ones.

The gold coins of George I., 1714-1727, bear on the Obverse,

the King’s bust in profile, facing to the left, and crowned with

laurel. The Reverse has four crowned shields in cross, at the

top the shields of England and Scotland combined, at the right

hand those of Brunswick, Luneburg and Westphalia, at the

left side is the shield of France and at the bottom that of

Ireland. This king, besides the usual gold coins, coined also

the quarter Guinea. The Guinea had continued to be current

for 21s. 6d., from 1688 to 1717, in which year there was a re-

markable scarcity of silver, which by Sir Isaac Xewton, at that

time master of the mint, in a memorial dated 21st of September,

was partly imputed to the over-valuing of gold; and therefore,

by a proclamation of December 20th, 1717, the proportion wa.s

lowered; that is, the “Guinea” was reduced to 21 shillings, as

it has continued ever since.

During the reign of George II., no change W'a8 made in the

coinage; only those coined of the gold, sent to the mint by the

East India Company, have “e. i. c.” under the bust of the

king. Weight, Fineness and Value same as of the preceding

reign.

The gold coinage of George III., 1760-1820, differs but little

from his pretle<x*ssors.

1. The Guinea. Obverse: Head of George III., facing to

the right. Legeud: “geougius hi dei gratia.”

GUINEAS OF GEORGE III.

Reverse: Quartered shields of England, Scotland, France,
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Ireland, Brunswick and Luneburg. Legend :
“ m. b. f. et

H. REX F. D. B. ET. L. D. s. R, I. A. T. ET. E.” [Magnae Britanniae

JEi'cinciae et llibcrniae Hex, Fidcs Dcfeiisor; Brunswigae et Lunen-
bergac iJuxSaal Romani Imperii Archi Themurarius et Elector;

wliich means : of Cheat Britain, France and Ireland King, De-
fender ofthe Faith, Duke ofBrunswick and Luneburg, of the Sacred

Roman Empire, Arch-Treasurer and Elector). Weight: 129-

.4382 grains. Fineness: 916.6G0. Value : $5.10.9825.

2.

Half Guinea of George III. Obverse and Legend : Same
as No. I.

HALF GUINEAS OF GEORGE III.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Weight: 64.7191

grains. Fineness: 916.660. Value: $2.55.4912.

3.

One-Third of Guinea, or Seven Shilling Piece. Obverse:

Head of George III. Legend: “georgius hi. dei gratia.”

ONE-THIRD OF A GUINEA OF GEORGE III.

Reverse: The royal crown in the middle of the field
;
beneath

the same, the date of the year of issue. Legend :
“ britan-

NIARUM REX FiDEi DEFENSOR.” Weight: 43.146 grains.

Fineness: 916.660. Value: $1.70.3208.

4.

Quarter Guinea of George III. Obverse and Legend;
Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend; Same as No. 1.

Weight; 32.3595 grains. Fineness: 916.660. Value: $1.27-

.7456.
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Five Sovereign Piece of George III. Obverse: Head of

George III. laureated, facing to the right. Legend :
“ georgius

III. D. G. BRITANMAR. REX F. D.” Exergiie : Date of the year

of issue. Reverse: St. George and the dragon, occupying the

wliole field
;
no Legend. Weight: 616.372 grains. Fineness:

916.660. Value: 824..33.250.

6. Double Sovereign of George III. Obverse and Legend :

Same as No. 5.

DOUBLE SOVEREIGN OF GEORGE III.

Reverse: St. George and the dragon; no I^egend. Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight : 246.548 grains. Fine-

ness : 916.660. Value: $9.73.300.

7.

Sovereign of George III. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 6.

SOVEREIGN OF OLOKGE III.

Reverse: Same as No. 6. Weight: 123.274 grains. Fine-

ness: 916.660. Value: $4.86.650.

8.

Half Sovereign of George III. Obverse: Ijaureated

head of George III. facing to the right. Legend: “georgius

III DEI GRATIA.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Great Britain,

Scotland and Ireland, with the arms of Hanover on a shield of
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pretence, also crowned. Legend: “britanxiarum rex fid:

DEF:” Weight: 61.6372 grains. Fineness: 916.660. Value:

$2.43.325.

HALF SOVEREIGN OF GEORGE III.

9. Five Sovereign Piece of George IV. Obverse: Head of

George IV. facing to the left. Legend: “georgius iv dei

GRATIA.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue from 1826.

Reverse: A shield, bearing arms of Great Britain, with the

electoral arms upon a shield of pretence, displayed upon a

mantle of ermine, draped from a crown. Legend: “britan-

NIARUM REX FID DEF.” Upon the edge is inscribed “decus
ET TUTAHEN. ANNO REGNi SEPTIMUS” {Ornamental and use-

ful, Seventh year of the reign.) Weight: 616.372 grains.

Fineness: 916.660. Value: §24.33|^.

10. Double Sovereign of George IV. Obverse: Head of

George IV. Legend: “georgius iiii. d. g. britanniarum
REX F. n,” Reverse : St. George on horseback, in the act of

striking the dragon. No I^egend. Exergue: D;ite of the year

of issue from 1820-1830. Weight: 246.548 grains. Fine-

ness: 916.66. Value: $9.73.300. •

11. Sovereign of George IV. Obverse: Laureated head of

George IV. Legend: “georgius iiii. d. g. britanniarum
REX. F. D.” Reverse: Same as No. 10. Weight: 123.274

grains. Fineness: 916.660. Value: $4.86.650.

12. Half Sovereign of George IV. Obverse: Same as No.

11. Reverse: Shield, bearing arms of Great Britain, Ireland

and Scotland, surmounted by a crown; arms of Hanover on a

crowned shield of pretence. Legend: “anno,” “1824.” Ex-
ergue : Laurel branches, at end of the left a thistle, and at the

end of the right a shamrock; the branches are crossed and tied
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with a rase. Weight: 61.6372 grains. Fineness: 916.660.

Value: $2.43.375.

13.

Sovereign of George IV. of 1828-1830. Obverse: Head
of George IV. I.«gend: “geougius iv dei gratia.” Ex-

ergue: Date of the year of issue from 1828-1830.

.SOVEREIGN OF GEORGE IV.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arras of Great Britain,

Ireland and Scotland, with crowned shield of pretence with

arras of Hanover; at the left of shield the thistle, and at the

right the shamrock. Legend: “britaxniabum rex. fid.

DEF.” Weight: 61.6372 grains. Fineness: 916.660. Value;

$4.86.650.

14. Half Sovereign of George IV. Obverse: Same as No.

13. Reverse: Same as No. 13. Weight: 61.6372 grains.

Fineness: 916.660. Value: $2.43.375.

15. Double Sovereign of William IV. Obverse: Hoad of

William IV. facing to the right. Legend: “gulielmus llll.

D. G, BRITAXNIARU.M REX F. D.”

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arras of Groat Britain,

Ireland and Scotland, with a crowned shield of pretence Iwaring

arms of Hanover, the whole upon a mantle of ermine, draped

from a crown from above; from beneath the shield the chain

and order of St. George protrudes. No Ijcgend. Exergue:

“anno,” and the date of the year of Issue from 1830-1837.

Weight: 246.548 grains. Fineness: 916,660. Value: $9-

.73.30.

16. Sovereign of William IV. Obverse and I^cgend: Same

as No. 15.

Reverse: Crowned shield, liearing arms of Great Britain,
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Ireland and Scotland, with a crowned shield of pretence bearing

arms of Hanover. No Legend. Exergue: Same as No. 15.

SOVEREIGN OF WILLIAM IV.

Weight: 123.274 grains. Fineness: 916.660. Value: $4-

.86.650.

17. Half Sovereign of William IV. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 16.

HALF SOVEREIGN OF WILLIAM IV.

Reverse: Same as No. 16. No Legend. Exergue: “anno”

and the date of the year of issue. Weight: 61.6372 grains.

Fineness: 916.660. Value: $2.43.375.

18. Five Sovereign Piece of Queen Victoria. Obverse

:

Bust of Queen Victoria facing to the left. Legend : “victoria

D. G. BRITANNIARUM REGINA F. D.”

QUINTUPLE SOVEREIGN OF QUEEN VICTORIA.
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Reverse: Una and the Hon. Tjcgend :
“ dirigit deus

GREsaus ME08 ” (God guidcs my steps). Exergue : Date of the

year of issue in Roman numerals. Weight: 616.372 grains.

Fineness: 916.660. Value: $24.33^.

19. Sovereign of Queen Victoria. Obverse: Head of Queen
Victoria facing to the left. Legend: “victoria DEI gratia.”

Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

SOVEREIGNS OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

Reverse: Crowned quartered shield, bearing the arms of

Groat Britain, Ireland and Scotland, surrounded by two laurel

branches, crossed and tied. Legend: “britanniarum begin a

FID. DEF.” Exergue: Rose, thistle and shamrock entwined.

Weight: 123.274 grains. Fineness: 916.660. Value: $4-

.86.650.

20. Half Sovereign of Queen Victoria. Obverse and Le-

gend: Same as No. 19.

HALF SOVEREIGN OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Great Britain,

Ireland and Scotland. Legend: “britanniarum reoina

FID. DEF.” Weight: 61.6372 grains. Fineness: 916.660.

Value: $2.43.375.

Sir.VER COINS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

The earliest silver coins of the Saxons are called “Skeattae,”

a term derived from a Saxon word meaning a portion, and

therefore justly supposed that these coins were a portion of
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some merely nominal sum by which large amounts were cal-

culated. They remained in partial use long after the general

adoption of the Saxon silver penny. The Skeattae vary from

’twelve to twenty grains, and it is difficult, therefore, to ascertain

their intrinsic value
;
many are without inscription, others un-

intelligible
;
some without Christian emblems, others with

;

some have a profile surrounded by a pretty interlaced band

;

some have the dove and cross; others have Romulus and Re-

mus suckled by the wolf.

The earliest “Silver Pennies” are those of Eadbert, A. D.

794. The origin of the “Penny,” variously spelt peneg and

peninc is supposed to be derived from the Latin word pendo, to

weigh
;

for it was intended that a Tower pound should make

240 pennies, giving 24 grains each.

The first silver penny struck bears King “eadbert’s” name,

and the title “Rex” in three lines, and on the Reverse the

moneyer’s name, with an ornament. The first “Silver Groats”

were coined during the reign of Edward I., 1273-1307. The

Obverse bears the King’s bust, crowned, with the perfect form

of the fleur-de-luced crown, the draperies at the neck fastened

with a rosette; the whole bust is enclosed in a quartre foil com-

partment, surrounded by the Legend; “edwardus di. gra
REX. ANGL.” {Edward, by the grace of God, King of England).

The Reverse bears an ornamented cross with three pellets in the

angles, extending to the edge of the coin; immediately round

the pellets are the words; “londonia civi” {City of London),

and the Legend; “dns hibxe. dux A :iVl.” {Dominus lliber-

niae. Dux Aquitaniae, which means; Lord of Ireland, and Duke

of Aquitaine). Up to the reign of Edward I. the half pennies

and farthings were formed by cutting the pennies into two or

four, an operation performed at the Mint, the cross upon the

Reverse being the guide, dividing the penny in four equal

parts, coins so cut having been found in quantities, that had

evidently never been circulated.

During the reign of Edward II. (1307-1327) the silver

coinage remained of the same standard as under the previous

2X
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King. There is no record of a coinage of Groats, but the

Penny, its Iialf, and the farthing have been freely coined.

Tlie silver coinage of Edward III. (1327-1377) includes again

the groats, half groats, pennies, half pennies, and farthings, and

the title of King of France is assumed on the groats of this

King. Tlie weight of the silver coinage was first seriously re-

duced in this reign : first, from the previous general average of

about twenty-two grains in the silver jwnny to twenty and a

quarter, then to twenty, and eventually to eighteen grains.

The silver coins of Richard II. (1377-1399) are precisely

similar to those of his grandfather, Edward III. The ewns of

the three Henries (1399-1461), who now succeeded each other,

are very difficult to distinguish. These princes issued money

of precisely the same ty|)es, without any marks of distinction.

There is, however, a tolerably secure guide for determining the

pennies of Henry IV. In the early part of his reign they were

of the weight of those of his two predecessors—namely,

eighteen grains; but in the thirteenth year of his reign they

were reduced to fifteen, and the other silver coins in proportion.

The early groats may be distinguished in a similar manner.

Of the thirty-eighth year of reign of Henry VI. there is a

document relating to the Irish coinage, in which it is ordered

that a groat of 45 grains be struck similar to the English, but

with “CIVITAS DrBMNIAE,” Or “CIVITAS WATERFORD,” in the

inner circle of the Reverse.

The silver coins of Edward IV. (1461-1483) arc exactly like

those of the several preceding reigns. The weight of the penny

was reduced, after his fourteenth year, to twelve grains.

The changes effected in the Irish coinage in this reign are

somewhat remarkable. In the beginning of the reign it was

enacted that a Maile and Quadrant of silver should In? made in

the ca.stle of Dublin of the same type as the new Denier: these

were continental terms, more frequently applied to the Irish

coinage than to the bjnglish. The terms Maile and Quadrant

refer to the silver half-jwnce and farthings of the ty|>es of the

jKjnny or denier. In the third year of this reign groats were
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stnick of tbe same type as those of Henry VI., with the crown

without Legend. These coins have a tressure of seven arciies

instead of twelve, as in those of Henry VI.

There are also Irish groats of this reign very similar to the

English groat, only having the title: “dominus hibernie”

on the Obverse in addition to the name, and on the Reverse:

“civiTAS dubliniae” in the inner circle. The most remark-

able coinage of Irish groats was one with a new type, having a

cross on one side and a sun on the other, and with which were

issued |)ennies with a rose on one side and a cross on the other.

Another new coinage of Edward IV. consists of groats, half

groats, and pence, having the head in the style of the English

groats on one side, and the radiated sun, the favorite device of

this prince, for the Reverse.

There were also several Irish coinages in this reign of en-

tirely new device, and of a national character, having on the

Reverse the arras of Ireland, “three erowns,” in a cross, in paU,

and on the Obverse the arms of England and France, quar-

terly, on a shield, separated by a similar cross, extending to the

edge of the coin. On the Obverse is the Legend; “rex

AKGEIE. FRANCIE ” {King of England and France), without the

King’s name; and on the Reverse: “ dominus 'HIBERKIe”

{Lord of Ireland), also without the King’s name.

A .second variety of this type, differing in having the addition

of the King’s name, and the name of the city of Dublin, and

an intere-sting variety bearing the arms of the earls of Kildare

on each side of the arras of England and France, were also

coined during the reign of Edward IV. The Irish coinage

became lighter than the English during this reign, and con-

tinued so to a greater extent in the subsequent reigns.

Of Edward V. (1483-1483) no silver coins are known to

exist. In the two years of Richard Ill’s (1483-1485) brief

but energetic reign, he contrived to issue considerable coinage.

Their type is precisely similar to those of his pre<lecessors, and

the proportion of twelve grains to the penny was the standard

of weight. The Obverse of the groat have “ricard. di. gra.
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ANQL. z. FRANC.,” with his crest, the boar’s head. The L^end
upon the Reverse :

“ posvi devm. adivtorem-mevm ” (/ have

made God my helper). He issued groats, half groats, pennies,

and halfi>ence; but no farthings.

The groats, pennies, etc., of Henry VII. (1485-1509) con-

tinued at first the same as in' the previous one, and have often

been confounded with those of Henry VI.
;
by referring care-

fully to the episcopal mint-marks, this doubt is soon solved.

The greatest doubt has always been expressed as to the York
pennies of Henry VII., especially those of Thomas Rotherham,

archbishop, who did not possess the see of York till 1480, while

Henry VI. died in 1461, the mark “x.” on one side of the

neck and a key on the other, stamp those pennies; therefore,

indubitably, as those of Henry VII.

In the second style of coinage of Henry VII. the design of

the crown is changed from the open crown of Jleur de lie, of his

own previous coins, and of those of so many of his predecessors,

to an arched crown, sometimes called an imperial crown. The
eighteenth year of Henry Vllth’s reign was marked by an en-

tirely new coinage, in which the silver coins, for the first time,

received some attention as to their artistic execution : a positive

portrait profile being attempted, and in fact very fairly executed.

The shield with the royal arms was now first adopted for the

Reverse; and, in short, the model, of which the types of the

English coinages of the present day have been but modifica-

tions, was then first accepted.

The most remarkable feature in the then new silver coinage

was the issue of the “ Shilling.” The Obverse bears the head

of Henry VII. The Legends are inscribed in three different

manners, as : “henric di gra rex anglie z fr. ;” “ henric

VII. DI. GRA. REX ANG. Z FR. ;”“ HENRIC. SEPTIM. DI. GRA.

REX ANGL z FR.” The type of the Reverse, which up to this

time bore on all the silver coins the three pellets, was taken

away, and with them the lettered circle, that immediately en-

closed it, and in their stead the royal shield, with the quartere<l

arms of England and France, was put on the cross. The
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“Shilling” weighed 144 grains, and was 924.985 fine. The
“Groat” weighed 48 grains, the “half” 24 grains, and the

“Penny” 12 grains, the “half” and Farthing in proportion*

they were all 924.985 fine.

The Irish silver coins of Henry VII. have been few, and only

the Groat, its half and the Penny were only coined; some have

upon the Obverse the head of Henry VII., wearing the old or

flat crown, and some with the arched crown. Upon the Re-

verse “civiTAS dublikie” appears. In weight they are lighter

than the English coinage of the same denomination. The

Groats issued by the pretender, Perkin Warbeck, were struck

for him by the Duchess of Burgundy; they have the arras of

England on a crowned shield for Obverse, with the Legend

:

“domine salvum FAC REGEM ” {God save the King). On the

Reverse the curiously selected Legend :
“ M.\NI techel phaees ”

and the date, 1494. ,

The silver coinage of Henry VIII. (1509-1547) may be

divided into five classes; the first resembles the third coinage

of his father, even the head being the same, the numerals alone

being altered from “ vil.” to Vlil.” The farthings of this coin-

age are very rare.

The second coinage has a likeness of the King in profile,

which may easily be distinguished, as he appears both younger

and fatter than his father; the Reverse remaining the same.

The Half Groats are similar, but those of York have Cardinal

Wolsey’s initials, and the Cardinal’s hat on the Reverse. The
Pennies have the King on the throne, with the Legend: “rosa
SINE spina” {Rose without a thorn). The Half-Pennies have

still the old cross and j>ellets; and the Farthings, like those of

his first coinage, have the 'portcullis, which appears for the first

time on the coins in this reign.

In the third coinage of this reign the weight of the Penny
was reduced to 10 grains, and that of the other silv’er coins in

proportion, a great increase of alloy—two ounces in twelve

—

being used. The execution of this coinage, which consisted of

Shillings, Pence, Half-Pence, Groats and Half Groats, was bold
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and striking; the Obverse had a |>ortrait of the King, l>eing a

front or three-quarter face, an excellent likeness, esjx*cially on

the Shillings or Testoons, as they were called. The Testoon

was so named after a French coin of similar value, which, on

first receiving the impression of a portrait head, was called a

Teste-on (Head-on). The present French word, Tete, three

hundred years ago was called Teste. The Reverse: A large rose

and a crown, a very handsome device, with the old Legend

:

“iK)SVi DEVM ADITOREV’M mevm” (I have made God my helper).

The Groats and smaller pieces have the old Reverses, the Half

Pennies still exhibiting the ancient type of the cross and pellets.

These types continued the same on the fourth coinage, but a

marked degree of debasement took place. These base coins

having the full face of the King soon began to show the inferior

metal—copjjer—at the end of the nose, the most prominent

part, and hence his sobriquet: “OW Copper Nose.’*

The Pennies being of the same weight: 10 grains; but the

alloy was increased to the amount of half alloy to half silver.

The fifth coinage was still niore debased, and the IjCgend on

the Groats was changed to “redde cuique quod scum est”

(Render unto him that which is his own), seeming like a satirical

joke upon the fraud thus committed on the public, but prob-

ably not so intended.

During Henry VTII’s temporary conquests in France, he

coined money at Tournaye, The first of the Tournaye Groats

are more in the French taste than either of them, having on its

Obverse: A crowned shield, with the arms of France and Eng-

land quartered, between a fleur-de-lis and a lion, and round it

the Legend: “henricus 8 Di. gra. francie et angi.ie

REX.” On the Reverse: An open cross formed of double lines,

with an “n” in the centre, two fleur-de-lis, and two lions in the

spaces. Legend: “civitat tornacensis, 1613” (OVy of

Toumay).

The most remarkable Irish coins of this reign are the series

of Groats, with the arms of England, crowned, on the Ob-

verse, and the Irish harp, crowned, on the Reverse, with tlie
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“.R, II.” on each side of the harp; and on later issues, in suc-

cession, the letters “il. A.,” for Henry and Anna, during his

marriage with Anna lioleyn; “ll. J.,” for Henry and Jane

Seymour; “ii. K.,” for Henry and Catherine Howard. Half

Groats of these types are also known, but are very rare. In

this reign the title of “King of Ireland,” was adopted on the

coins, instead of the old style, “Lord or Dominus.”

lu the thirty-sixth year of this reign pieces of Six-Pence,

Three-Pence, Three Half-Pence, and Three-Farthing were first

struck in Ireland, similar to the coinage issue in England at

the same time. They have a three-quarter face of the King on

the Obverse, and the arras of England, traversed by a long

cross, on the Rever.se. The Ijcgonds were, on the larger {)ieccs:

“henric. 8 D. o. A. O. L. F. R. A. z. HIB. REX.” {Henricus 8,

Dd, Gratiae Angliac Franciac Ft Ilibet'niae Rex, meaning:

Henry VIII., by the grace of God, King of Fngland, France

and Ireland). On the Reverse: “ ClVITAS dublinie.” (P/acc

of Mintage, Dublin). Tlie Three-Half-Penny pieces have the

Legend: “h. d. g. rosa. sine, spina.” Reverse: “civitas

UUBLINIE.” These Three-Half-Penny and Three-Farthing

pieces are of the greatest rarity. Several forgeries, with rude

and blundered Legends, were put into circulation during this

reign. The Irish coinage being greatly debased in the English

royal Mint, was probably the principal incentive to the nuraer-

oiR forgeries.

During the reign of Edward VI., (1547-1553,) it was de-

termined that the base state in which Henry VIII. had left it

should be remetlied, but an honest w'ay of going about the work

does not appear to hav’e occurred either to the youthful King or

his ministers.

The first silver coinage he issued was of the .same low standard

as the last of the previous reign, viz.: 4 ounces of silver to 8

ounces of alloy; and the Penny was of 10 grain-s. Of this issue

there were also Testoons (Shillings), Groats, Pennies, their

halves and farthings. They have a well execnte<l profile of the

King upon the Obverse, and the arms traversed by a cross.
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The Penny nas tlie Ijcgend : “e. d. g. rosa sine spina/’

variously abbreviated. In the third year of the reign there

was an attempt made to improve the coinage by issuing shil-

lings of 5 to 6 ounces alloy instead of 8. They have the King’s

j)rofile, crowned, not very different from the previous groats,

but have in the Legend the Roman numerals vi. instead of the

Arabic 6, as in the groats; and the lieverses have, for the first

.time, an oval shield without a cross, decorated in a style of

ornament which then began to supersede the Gothic manner, a

further modification of which has since been termed “Eliza-

bethan.” The Legend is; “TIMOR do.mini fons vitae mdxliv.”

{The fear of the Lord is the fountain of life). Upon others the

Reverse sometimes bears the name and titles round the head,

and also “INIMICOS EJUS INDUAM CONFCSIONe” {Ilia enemies

will I clothe with shame). The date of the year of issue upon

the English coins was then introduced for the first time.

This last issue seems rather to have added to the confusion :

Testoon or Shillings were soon cried down to ninepence, and

other coins in proportion, robbing the public to the amount of

one-fourth of the original value of the silver coinage. Subse-

quently the shillings were crie<l down to sixpence, and eventu-

ally, in the reign of Elizabeth, these base shillings were

marked with a particular mint-mark—a portcullis in some cases

—and orderetl to pass for four[>ence half-penny.

The confusion in the value of the precious metals at that

time apfjears to have been extreme: silver being rated at 12

shillings the ounce, and gold at only 60 shillings, .so that gold

was only made five times more valuable than silver; and in the

third year of Etlward Vlth’s reign, when gold was rated at 48

shillings, it was only made four times the value of pure silver.

There could, it would appear, have been no freedom of ex-

changes, or the value of gold must have been as 11 to 1.

It seems scarcely credible that after crying down of the shil-

ling to ninepence—and those, in fact, only worth fourj)ence,

half-jienny—that a still baser coinage was i.s8ued, namely ; 9

ounces of alloy to 3 ounces of silver. These coins bear the
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same type as the preceding ones, and in the reign of Elizabeth

they were stamped with a greyhound, and ordered to pass for

twopence, farthing.

In 1551 Crowns and half Crowns were issued for the first

time; upon the Obverse they bear the King, crowned, on horse-

back, wearing the armor of the period : the horse, the housings,

and the figure of the King better executed than the devices of

any previous British coins. Legend :
“ edward. vi. D. o. age.

FRANC, z. HIRER. REX.” Reverse: The arms of England and

France traversed by the cross. Legend :
“ posvi devm. adivtor

MEVM.” Weight: 480 and 240 grains respectively. Their in-

trinsic value, owing to the variety of the silver standard, un-

certain, although they were current for five shillings.

Mary (1553-1558), on her accession, declared her intention

of restoring the old standard in the silver coinage, namely, 11

ounces, 2 dwt. fine, and 18 dwt. alloy; but, instead of that, the

new coinage fell 1 dwt. lower than the last of Edward VI.

On her first coinage she is represented in profile, crowned,

upon the Obverse and the Legend: “maria d. g. ang. fra.

z. HIB. REGI.” Reverse : Arms of England and France, quar-

tered by the cross. Legend: “veritas temporis filia ”

{T'ruth is the daughter of Time). In allusion to the restoration

of the Roman Catholic faith after its suppression during two

previous reigns.

On her first coins, subsequent to her marriage with Philip of

Spain, the Queen’s head appears crowne<l as before with the

lA.'gend: “PHILIP Z. MARIA D. G. REX. ET REGINA.”

These coins were struck from the treasure brought over by

Philip, and have given rise to the sobriquet

:

“ Still amorouR, fond, and billing,

Like Philip and Mary upon a shilling."

After Philip became King of Spain, by the abdication of his

father, 1556, the title of “ Prince of Spain” became inconsistent,

and all allusion to the foreign dominion was omitted, the Le-

gend standing :
“ PHILIP ET MARIA D. G. REX ET REGINA ANG.,”
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for although Pfiilip had now iKJCome King of Spain, he never

assumed that title on the English coinage. The Legend

;

“posui,” etc., on the Reverse remained the same, and the

Spanish arms were impaled by the side of the English and

French.

SHILLINGS OF MARV AND PHILIP, 1554-1567.

In the year 1553 shillings, groats, half groats, and pennies

were struck in Ireland, having a good profile of the Queen on

the Obverse, equal to that on the English coinage, and on the

Rev'erse the Irish harp, crowned between the letters “m. r.”

also surmounted by small crowns
;
the Legend on tlie .shilling

and groats is: “maria d. o. axg. fra. z. hir. regina”

—

more abbreviated on the half groats. The Ijogend on all the

Reverses is:
“ VERITAS temporis filia.” Exergue: The

dates 1553 and 1554.

After her marriage Irish coins were struck with the jMjrtrait

of the King and Queen facing each other, and the Ix'gend:

“piMUP ET maria I), o. REX. ET REGINA ANO.,” with the date
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1555; the Reverse was the same as on the previous issues, with

the exception that the crowned initials were “p. M.,” and the

Legend: “posuimus deum adjutouem xosTUUM^’(Ue have

made God our helper). In Marv and Philip’s reign tlie circula-

tion of the English Rose Pennies of Henry VIII. and Edward

VI. was restricted to Ireland
;
and in this and future reigns the

name of the Dublin mint was omitted on the Irish coinage, and

mint-mai'ks used as on the English money. The complete res-

toration of the integrity of the currency is justly ascribed to the

reign of Elizabeth, (1558-1602).

The coinage of her first three years consisted of shillings,

groats, half groats and pennies, which were of the same fine-

ness as the last of the preceding reign; but inconvenience being

felt for want of small money, she soon after issued a coinage of

sixpences, tlireepenees, three half pences, and three farthings of

the full old English standard of 11 oz. 2 dwts. fine silver to 18

dwt. alloy.

In the year 1582 these three-farthing and three-half penny

pieces were discontinued. On some of the coins of Elizabeth tlie

arms of Zealand are found stamped, others Tiave “h” for Hol-

land : both of which are supposed to have been so marked tor

subsidies to be taken to the Low Countries by Leicester.

CROWN OF ELIZABETH OF 1601-1602.

The Crown of Elizabeth bears upon the Obverse, the crown^
bust of Elizabeth facing to the left, a sceptre in her dexter, and
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in her sinister hand the royal globe, only a part of which is

visible. Legend: ‘‘elizaboth d. g: axg : fra : et. hiber:

REGINA: 1.”

Reverse
:
Quartered shield, bearing the arras of England

and France, traversed by a cross. Legend: “posvi: devm :

AUIVTOREM: MEVM : 1.” Weight: 480 grains. Fineness:

925. Value: '§1.19.590.

The half Crowns bear the same devices and Legends as the

Crown.

Shilling of Elizabeth bears upon the Obverse : Crowned bust

of Elizabeth. Legend : Same as upon the crown and half.

SHILLING OF ELIZABETH, 1582-1583.

Reverse and Legend : Same as upon the crown and half.

Weight: 96 grains. Fineness: 923. Value: §0.23.918.

The Six-Pence of Elizabeth bears the same devices and Le-

gends as the shilling.

SIX-PENCE OF ELIZABETH, 1572.

Weight: 48 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: $0.11.959.

The first money coined in Ireland during Elizabeth’s reign



GREAT BRITAIN AND POSSESSIONS. 797

was that shameful recoinage in Dublin of the base metal then

current in England, only 3 oz. fine to the pound troy. This

base issue has the same types, with the exception of the portrait,

name, and crowned initials, as the shilling of Mary.

Between 1598 and 1601, another Irisli coinage took place,

equally base, consisting of shillings, six-pences and three-

pences. The type of the Reverse of these coins was varied by

having three harps upon the shield instead of the single crowned

harp
;
on either side of which is the date, instead of the crowned

initials. There was also another issue of shillings, six-pences,

and three-pences, the types of which were the arms of England

on the Obverse, and the Irish harp, crowned, on the Reverse,

with no initials or date.

The mint-marks are upon all the pieces of Elizabeth, from

the halfpenny to the crown. We find more mint-marks upon

the money of this Queen, than upon any of her predecessors

;

we therefore give the full list, so as to enable the numismatist

to classify properly the coins in his collection.

1558. ^lartlet. 1570. Castle.

1559. Cross Crosslet. 1571. Castle.

1560. Fleur-de-lis. 1572. Ermine S|X)t.

1561. Pheon. 1573. Ermine Spot.

1562. Pheon. 1573. Acorn.

1563. Pheon. 1574. Acorn.

1564. Pheon. 1574. Cinquefoil.

1565. Pheon. 1575. Cinquefoil.

1565. Rose. 1576. Cinquefoil.

1566. Portcullis. 1577. Cross.

1566. Lion. 1578. Cross.

1567. Lion. 1579. Cross.

1567. Coronet. 1580. Cross.

1568. Coronet. 1581. Cross.

1569. Coronet. 1582. Sword.

1569. Castle. 1582. Bell.

1570.

32

Coronet. 1582. A.
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1583. Bell. 1592. Ton.

1583. A. 1593. Ton.

1584. A. 1594. Toil.

1584. Shell. 1595. Ton.

1585. Shell. 1595. Woolpack.

1586. Shell. 1596. Woolpack.

1587. Crescent. 1597. Anchor.

1588. Crescent. 1598. Anchor.

1589. Crescent. 1599. Anchor.

1590. Hand. 1600. Amulet.

1591. Hand. 1601. 1.

1592. Hand. 1602. 1.

1602. 2.

The milled money does not vary in its type, from that of the

hammered, the only difference being in the superior neatness,

and in the letters being squarer and better made; the pieces

are also rounded, and more uniform
;
and have the edges

grained, the inner circle is also taken away.

James VI., of Scotland, succeeded Elizabeth as James I. of

England (1603-1625). Before describing his coinage, it will

be necessary to take a glance at the silver coinage of Scotland.

Alexander I. (1107-1124), was the son of Malcolm III.,

called Cainmoir, and of Margaret grand-daughter to Edmund,
King of England. Ilis silver coins bear a rude profile head,

regarding to the left, having a sceptre before him
;
there is also

a sort of circle formed of dots around it. Tjcgend : “Alexan-
der REX.” Upon the Reverse : A short cross.

David I. (1124-1153), also called the Saint, on account of his

liberal donations to the church. His coins bear upon the Ob-

verse, a profile head turned to the left, with the sceptre before

him
;
the head is bare, and the work rude and barbarous. IjC-

gond :
“ D T. II I D. R .

.

. m.” Reverse : A short cross, formed

of •single lines.

Malcolm IV. (1153-1162), was the grandson of David I.

whom he succeetled, he was called the Maiden, because he would
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never marry. Although he reigne<l 12 years, yet no coin of his

was ever discovered.

William I. (11G5-1214), called the Lion, succeeded his brother

Malcolm IV. The coins of thi.s King have his head always in

profile
;
some are ornamented with a sort of circle of dots, others

have four other dots or pearls, in form of a cross, all of them

have an erect sceptre before them, surmounted with four dots in

the cross. Legend: “wri.ET.Mi’.s RX.,” atid some have "le
REi wila” or “wiLAM.” Rcversc: A short cross, confined

within the legendary circle.

Alexander II., (1214-1249.) Obverse: Profile head looking

to the right, on some it is adorned with a circle of pearls, others

have the open crown Jleurie. Reverse: A cross, extended quite

through the circle of the letters on the edge of the piece. Le-

gend : “ai-exander rex.”

Alexander III., (1249-1285,) he was killed by a fall with his

horse from a precipice, leaving only a grand-daughter, who died

unmarried. His coins have usually his head in profile, to the

right, as those of his father and grandfather, and like them

also, there is a sceptre before it; but it will be observed that it is

contained within the letter circle, and does not run through it

as formerly; the head is always crowned jleurie. The cross

upon the Reverse is quite different from the ancient ones, being

close and broad, and continued quite to the edge, which was fol-

lowed with little alteration till the time of James V., and with

respect to the head, till Robert II. Legend : “Alexander
DEI ORA;” others have “ ALEX.SANDER;” and upon the Re-

verse :
“ REX SCOTORUM.”

Alexander III., dying without issue, the period of confusion

that followed the King’s death ended in the placing by Edward

I., of England, of John Baliol on the Scottish throne. He re-

signed his kingdom to Edward I., in his fourth year, when a

second interregnum followed of nine years. Little difference is

to be found between the types of the coins of this King and the

la.st, they having the profile head crowned, with the .sceptre on

one side, and the cross between four mullets on the Reverse.
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Lej^enfl: “Johannes dei gra.” Reverse, Legend: “rex
SCOTORUM,” with the name of the town only, namely: “civitas

sandre” (St. Andrews).

Robert Bruce, (1306-1329.) No alterations in the type from

the two former kings, only the Legends: “robertus dei gra”
and “rex scotorum.” David Bruce (David II.) succeeded

his father in 1329, when an infant, and was forced to fly to

France, being driven out of his kingdom by Edward Baliol,

son of the late King, John Baliol, assisted by Edward III., of

England, who held it about four years; returning from France

he was afterwards taken prisoner, and carried into England,

where lie remained about eleven years, and was relea.sed on

agreeing to pay 100,000 Marks of silver for his ransom. He
died in the forty-first year of a very troublesome reign.

The types of the Penny, Half-Penny and Farthing, are the

same as before; those of the groats and half-groats, which

were now first struck, have the head circumscribed within a sort

of rose, or compartment; and the Reverse, instead of one has

two literary circles. From the Mullet or Spur in the quarters

of the cross of this and the two following kings, they were after-

wards called “Spurred Groats.” Legends: “david dei gra-

cia;” “rex scotorum;” “dns protector mevs;” “dns

PTECT MS. z. libator MS.” {Dominus Protector Mens et Libera-

tor Mens).

Robert II., (1371-1390.) The last King, David II., dying

without issue, Robert Steward, son of Walter Steward and

Marjerie Bruce, sister of Robert I., succeeded, and reigned

about nineteen years. The devices of this King’s coins are the

same as the last, and those of the half-penny and penny not

to be distinguished from those of Robert Bruce.

Robert III., (1390-1405.) This prince succeeded his father,

and was calletl ‘‘Fame Zrir,” which means: “John of another

year.” He having been baptized John, and not changed his

name to Robert III. till his coronation.

We now meet with a considerable change in the type of the

Scotch coins, that is, from the profile face to a full one; and on
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the Reverse the single mullet in each quarter is altered to three

pellets. Legends: “robertvs eex and scotorum;” “ro-

BERTVS DEI ORA;” “ DNS PTECTOR MS Z LIBERATOR.”
’ James I., 1405, succeeded his father, being then a prisoner in

England, where he continued for eighteen years, or till 1424, in

which year he was set at liberty. He was killed by a conspiracy

at Perth, in his eleventh year of reign, 1435, after be returned

from his captivity. The first coins assigned to this King were

coined in his minority, whilst he was a prisoner; they exhibit

him full face, witli a sceptre on the right side. On his return

we find the sceptre at his left side, and during the last year of

his reign it was omitted, nor does it appear any more after-

wards. On some of his coins his breast is naked, on others

there is fieur-de-lis, or a cross, and frequently both, only two of

the interstices between the cross on the Reverse have three

pellets in them, the other two have a Jleur-de-lis in each; from

thence, in the following reigns, they were called ^^fleur-de-lis

Groeds." Legends: “iacobvs dei gracia rex .sco.”

James II., (1437-1460,) succeeded his father when very

young. He was killed in the twenty-fourth year of his reign,

by the bursting of a cannon at the siege of Roxborough. Xo
change was made in the coinage of his reign.

James III., (1460-1489.) This prince succeeded to the

crown on the death of his father; he reigned nearly twenty-

nine years, and was murdered in his flight after the loss of the

Bannock-burn. The Groat .struck in 1467 is called the “Borage

Groat,” said to have derived this appellation from the Borage

or Borax used in the smelting of the ore. James III. coins

have upon the Obv’erse the head full-faced, within a rose or

compartment of five leaves; and on the Reverse a cross, run-

ning to the edge of the piece, in the spaces of which, inclosed

w'ithiu the inner circle, two of them are filled with three pellets,

as in all the James’, and in another, instead of fleurs-de Us and

crowns, as on the former, there are mullets of five and some-

times six points. Legends: “lACOBVS dei gra. rex scoto-

RUM;” “dNS PTECTOR »IS. Z. LIBATOR Or LIBERAT.” On
2Y
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others “SALVVM FAC. PPVI.VM TVVM D.NK.” {SahviTtl Voc PopU-

Inm Tuum Domine, meaning: Save Thy people, 0 Lord).

In ills second coinage, 1483, he apjHjars three-quarters face

to tlie left, witli bushy hair, and is for the first time crowned

with an imperial arched crown, instead of an open one as for-

merly. The Reverse remained unchangetl.

James IV., (1488-1514.) No change in the coinage of this

King from that of his father’s.

James V., (1514-1543.) Upon the Obverse of his coins we

notice the King’s face three-quarters, facing to the left, wearing

again an open crown, inclosed with rose or five-leaved compart-

ment. Upon the Reverse: A cross bottony terminated with

leaves, having in two of the spaces a mullet of six points, and

in the other two a thistle. The outer circle is also removed.

During the last four years of his reign the coins bear the head

profile, and facing to the right, crownetl with an imperial or

arched crown; the compartment is also taken away. Upon the

Reverse the old cross is continued, but it has the arms of Scot-

land on the centre.

After this reign no more groats were coined, which had been

the largest piece of silver coined in Scotland from the time of

David Bruce, or near two centuries
;

at its first introduction it

was of the same intrinsic and nominal value as in England,

that is, four pennies; at this time it was reduced to about three-

fifths of the old weight, yet |>a«sed for between four and five

times its first value, as was the manner in h"ranee, Germany,

and Italy, where the Gross, Groschen, or Grosso were continually

raised in their nominal value, whereas, in England, notwith-

standing the groat has been diminished in its intrinsic value,

yet the nominal has always l>e(!n fonrpence.

The afore-described coin having the thistle upon the Reverse

of James’ coin, it is as well to give here the origin of this

iScotch national emblem. When the Danes invaded Scotland it

was deemed unwarlike to attack an enemy in the darkncs.s of

night, instead of a pitched battle by d:iy. But on one (xx^sion

the invaders resolved to avail themselves of this stratagem
;
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and, in order to prevent their tramp from being heard, they

marched bare-footed. They had thus neared the Scottish force

unobserved, when a Dane unluckily stepped upon a superbly-

pricked thistle, and instinctively uttered a cry of pain, which

discovered the assailants to the Scots, who ran to their arms and

defeated the foe with great slaughter. The thistle was imme-

diately adopted as the insignia of Scotland.

Mary Stuart (1544-1561). This unhappy princess came to

the crown upon the death of her father, being but a few days

old; was married in her sixteenth year to Francis, then Dauphin,

afterwards King of France; her second husband was Henry,

Lord Darn ley : she was deposed in 1567, and beheaded in

Fotheringay Castle, in February, 1587, where she had been im-

prisoned nearly eighteen years.

The first coin of Mary Stuart was struck in her tenth year,

which has her head crowned, facing to the right. The Reverse

has the royal shield of Scotland, crowned, between two stars of

five points. Legends: “maria dei gra. r. scotorum ” and

“da pacem domine 1553.” Her next coinage has upon the

Obverse the letter “m,” crowned, between tf\-o crowned thistles,

and upon the Reverse the royal shield of Scotland, crowned.

Legends: “MARIA DEI G. SCOTORUM REGINA.” “ DELICIE DNI.o
COR. IIVMIEE.” Her third coinage has the “m” crowned, be-

tween two crowned thistles, with the addition of the date of the

year of issue. The Reverse has the royal arms of Scotland, but

not crowned, fixed on a cross potence, extending through the

literary circle; the Legends remained the same.

The fourth coinage has upon the Obverse the royal shield of

Scotland, crowned, between “m.” and “ R.,” within a circle. On
the Reverse a cross potent, with four small ones in the inter-

stices of it. Legends: “MARIA DEI. G, R. .SCOTORUM.” and

“in VIRTUTA TVA libera ME.”

Her fifth coinage bears upon the Obverse a cross potent

;

upon it a shield, partly per pale on the dexter side, the arms of

the Dauphin in chief, and of Scotland in base : the sinister is filled

with that of Scotland. I.(egend : “fran et ma. dei g. r. r.
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SCOTOR. D. D. viEM ” {Francis and Mary, by the Grace of God,

King and Queen of Scotland, Dauphin and Dauphine of Valois).

Upon the Reverse: “f. m./’ entwined in a monogram, between

two double-barred crosses. Legend :
“ fecit utraque unum,”

and the date of the year of issue.

Her sixth coinage bears upon the Obverse the portrait of the

Dauphin and the Queen, face to face, with a crown over them.

I.K?gend :
“ FRAN. ET. -MA. D. O. R. R. SCOTOR. PELPHIN. VIEN."

Reverse : Royal shield, crowned, with the arms of the Dauphin

impalerl w'ith those of Scotland, between “ F. M.,” crowned.

Legend ;
“ fecit utraque unum.”

Her seventh coinage has upon ths Obverse a shield, with the

royal arms of France impaled with those of Scotland, crowne<l

with an imperial crown, having on the dexter side a cross, and

on the sinister side a saltia\ Legend: “fran. et. ma. d. g.

R^ R. FRANCO. SCOTOR.” Upon the Reverse: “ F. m.,” crowned

between a flcur de lis and a thistle, both crowned. Legend

:

“viCTT LEO DE TRIBV JUDA ” and the year of issue. {The lion

of the tribe of Judah has conquered).

Her eighth coinage has upon the Obverse head of the Queen,

facing to the left. Legend: “maria dei gra. scotorvm
REGINA.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue, in a scroll.

Upon the Reverse: A shield, bearing royal arms of France,

half effaced on the dexter side by those of Scotland on the sin-

ister, having on each side an “ M.,” crowned. Legend : “salvvm
FAC POPVLVM TVV.M domine” {Save Thy people, 0 Lord).

Upon the marriage of Mary with Henr)’, 1565, the following

piece was struck. Obverse : Heads of Mary and Henry, face

to face, bcnc.ath “1565.” I^egend :
“ iienricus u. maria. D:

GRA : R : u : R : SCOTORUM ” and a thistle. Reverse : Crowned
shield, with arms of Scotland between two-leaved thistles. Le-

gend : “qUOS DEVS CONIVNXIT NE.MO SEPARET”
(

God
has united, no one shall separate). Of this piece only a few

thousand coins were struck : it was current for 30 Shillings

Scotch. It has now liecome very scarce and brings a high

premium.
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Her teuth coinage bears upon the Obverse the royal arms of

Scotland, crowned, between two-leaved thistles. Legend

:

“ MARIA & HENRic DEI. GRA. R. & R. scxiTORV.” Reverse : A
Yew tree, which has been put on these pieces in allusion to a

famous one of this sort, that formerly grew in the park of the

Earl of Lenox, which gave occasion to the thought; the tree

being crowned, denotes the advancement of tlie Lenox family

by Lord Darnley’s marriage with the Queen, and the inscription

on the scroll :
“ DAT gloria vires,” confirms this conjecture.

At the side of tree the dates of the years of issue: 1565, 1566,

and 1567. Legend: “exvrgat. devs. u. dissipentr inimi-

cie” and a thistle. {Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered).

Of this coinage 30, 20, and 10 Shillings Scotch were coined.

Her eleventh and last coinage being struck after the death

of Darnley, his name is omitted, otherwise no change was made.

These 30, 20, and 10 Shillings weighed 472^, 315, and 157J
grains, or one ounce, two-thirds, and one-third of an ounce of

Scotland. Their fineness : 917.

James VI. of Scotland (1567-1625). His first coinage bears

upon the Obverse : Royal shield of Scotland, at the sides of the

shield, “j. R.,” crowned. Legend: “ ia(X)BUS 6. DEI gratia

REX SCOTORVM.” Reverse : A sword, erect in pale, crowned,

having on the dexter side a finger or index pointing to the

value: xxx, xx, x; on the sinister side, a little lower, the

dates: 1567, 1568, 1569, 1570 and 1571. Legend: “pro. me.

SI, MEREOR. IN. ME.”

His second coinage being the Noble and Half-Noble, having

upon the Obverse : Royal shield of Scotland crowned, with the

value : 3-4 and 6-8 on the sides, meaning 3s. 4d. and 6s. 8d,

Legend : same as the first coinage. Reverse : A cross formed

of eight letter “ I’s,” the initial of the King’s name, ornamented

at the ends and surmounted sometimes with a coronet; the

spaces of the cross are filled with arched crowns and thistles.

I.egcnd: “salvvm FAC POPVLVM TVVM DOMINE,” and the

dates: 1572, 1573, 1574, 1575 and 1576, respectively {Save thy

people, 0 Lord).
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Third coinage bears upon the Obverse: Royal shield of Scot-

land crowned. Legend : Same as before. Reverse : A leaved

large thistle between the letters “ i. r” sometimes crowned.

Legend :
“ nemo me impvne lacesset

;
” and the date of the

year of issue {No one has touched me with impunity).

Ilis fourth coinage bears upon the Obverse: The portrait of

the young king standing erect. Legend : Same as before. Re-

verse : Royal arms of Scotland between the letters “ i. R.,” and

the value of x. s., xx. s., xxx. s. and xl. s. Legend :
“ honor.

iVDlcrvM. DILIGIT.,” and the date of the year of issue. Their

weight: 472^ grs., 315 grs., 157J grs. and 78| grs. Fineness:

917.

The fifth and last Scotch coinage bears upon the Obverse the

same device and Legend as the preceding coinage, the Reverse

is only changed to a sword and balance. Legend :
“ ms.

PIFFERT. rege. TYRANNVs” {In these the tyrant differs from the

King). These coins are known as the Silver Mark. Weight

:

72 grains. Fineness: 917. They were current for 6 s. 8d.

Scotch value.

In 1603 James VI., of Scotland, became King of England,

and assumed the title, James I. of Great Britain, France and

Ireland.

The first silver coins issued by this King, soon after his

accession, were Crowns, Shillings and Pennies, and their re-

spective halves.

HALF crown of JAMES I., 1601.

lA>gends: “ iacobvs d. g. auo. sco. fran. et. hib. rex.,"
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and “exvrgat. devs. dissipentvr, inimici.” {Let Godanse,

let Ida enemies be scattered). Weight: 232.240 grains. Fine-

nciss: 925. Value: 67J cents.

HALF CROVV.V OF JAME.S I., Hi 13.

Legends :
“ lACORVS. D. O. MAG. BRI. FRA. KT. iim. REX.,”

and “ QViE DEVS COMVNXIT. NEMO. SEPARET” ( IF/iom God
has united, no one shall separate). Weight, Fineness and V.aluc

same as before described.

Legends: Same as u|)on the half Crown. Weight: 92.840

grains. Fineness: 925. Value: 24f cents.

SlIILLl.NG OF .IAME.S I., 1603.

The Crown of James I. has upon the Obverse the King on

horseback
;
and upon the Reverse the garnished and quartered

shield with the arms of France and England in the first and
fourth, Scotland in the second, and Ireland in the third quar-

ter, but without the customary cross, which had been constantly

upon all the English coins since the Conquest. Weight of the
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Crown 464,480 grains; the Shilling 92.840 grains
;
the Groat

30.450 grains, and the resj>ective halves of afore-nanied in exact

proportion. Fineness : 925.

SHILLING OK JAMES I., 1607.

Legends: Same as upon the half Crown. Weight: 92.840

grains. Fineness: 925. Value: 24| cents.

The mint-marks of James I. are as follows :

1603. ThLstle.

1604. Fleur-de-lis.

1605. Rose.

1606. Shell.

1607. Gra])€S.

1608. Coronet.

1609. Key.

1610. Bi'fl.

1611. Mollet.

1612. Tow’er.

1613. Trefoil.

1614. Cinquefoil.

1615. Book.

1617. Half moon.

1618. Plain Cross.

1619. Saltiere Cross.

1619. Spur.

1620. Rose.

1621. Thistle.

1623. Fleur-de-lis.

1624. Trefoil.

Charles I. (1625—1649). The first silver coins of this reign

were of the same value and denomination as those of James.
The Crowns, Shillings and their halv’cs hav’e upon the Obvcr8t^

the well-executed bust of the King, and upon the Reverse the

royal arms. Legends: “CAROLUS D. G. MAG. brit. fra. et.

HIB. REX.,” also “Christo auspice, regno” (/ reign under
the auspices of Christ).

The Pennies and half Pennies arc like those of James, except
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that they had the rose ou both sides, with the Legend :
“ C. D.

G. ROSA SINE spina” {Cai'olus Dei Gratia Rom Sine Spina;

meaning: Charles by the grace of God the Rose without a

thorn); iind upon the Reverse: ‘‘lUS. thronum firmat.’

[lustitia thronum firmat; meaning; Justice strengthens a throne).

Tliese Pennies and lialf Pennies were soon followed by others

liaving the King’s bust, and tlie numerals “ I.” and “ 11. ;
” and

on the Reverse the oval shield, with: iustitia TIIRONUM

FIRMAT.” for Legend. The oval shield, somewhat ornamented,

was soon after adopted for the larger pieces also, with some-

times “c. R.” on either side. The Shillings and Six Pences

represent the King in the dress of the day, and three changes

of fashion may be traced in them. He is first seen in the stiff

ruff, much like that of the reign of Elizabeth : then in a limber

or falling one; and, lastly, in a simple falling eollar, edged with

lace. On some of the pieces of his early coinages he appears in

his parliamentary robes, but eventually both these styles dis-

aj)peared and he was constantly represented in armor, but with

the falling lace collar. The Crowns and half Crowns have

tlie King constantly on horseback in armor.

OXFORD* TWENTY SHILLINGS OF CHARLE.S I., 1644.

Ijegend upon the Obverse: “carolvs. D: G. mag. brit.

FRA. ET. iiiBER : REX.” Upon the Reverse, in the field :
“ re-
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MGIOSUS PROTECrOK LEGES ANGI.IAE LIBERTATIS PARLIA-

MENT! ” {The religious protector of the laws of England and the

liberty of the Parlktmeni), and the Legend :
“ exvrgat-devs-

DISSIPENTVR-INIMICI ” {Let God arise, let hisenemieji bescattered).

OXFORD CROWN OF CHARLF^ I., 1644 .

Legends : Same as upon the 20 shillings pieee.

OXFORD SII'ILLING OF CI1ARLI>> i., 1644-

lA?gcnds : Same as upon the 20 shillings piece.

OXtH)RD PENNY OF CHARLES I., Ui4i

lA?gends; Same as upon the 20 shillings piece.

This King’s reign was the first and only one which has pro-

duced any siege pieces.
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The Newai k siege pieces have a crown, with the initial let-

ters “c. R.” on the sides of it, and under it the respective values,

as “vr., IX., XII. and xxx.,” for so many j)ence.

30 PE^X'E SIEGE PIECE OF CHARLES I., NEWARK, 1645-1646.

Reverse: “ORS” “Newark” “ 1645 & 1646,” in three line.s,

occupying the field. [Obsidional or siege money of Newark.)

They are all in the form of a lozenge. The Carlisle siege

money has upon the Obverse a crown, with the initials “c. i:.”

beneath; and under them the value: “iii.” and xil.” Reverse:

“OBS. CARL., 1645” {Obsidional Carolus). They are round in

form. The Pontefract pieces are of octangular shape, and were

coined in 1648, with the castle of Pontefract flag flying occupy-

ing the field.

SHILLING SIEGE PIECE OF CHARLES I., 1648.

This place, Pontefract, was still defended by Colonel John

Morris, seven weeks after the execution of the King, Charles

I., and after that mournful event this staunch royalist struck
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the coins he issued in the name of Charles II. 'The shillings

so struck were of the same shape and device, with “carlor

8ECUNDUS, 1648,” round the figure of the castle, and the Re-

verse had for Legend; “post mortem patris pro filio”

{A/to' the death of the father, the son).

The Scarborough siege pieces are of thin plates of silver, with

the value punched on them, of ii s. vr d. and v s., the former has

upon the back of it “obs. Scarborough, 1645,” engraved on

it; some are of the lozenge shaj>e, and others octangular, both

kinds are very scarce and rare.

The Colchester siege pieces arc likewise stamped with a castle,

and have engraved around it as Legend: “caroli fortuna re-

8URGAM ” (7 will restore the faiiune of Charles). They are also

of the round and octangular shape, and extremely rare.

None of the coins of Charles I., coined in the Tower, were

dated, but the following mint-marks afford sure indications of

the dates of the years of issue. 1625, from April 1st to July

7th, 1625, a trefoil; from July to the end of 1625, a fleur-de-lis;

from the beginning of 1626 to June 29th, 1626, a Negro head;

after that date and up to the end of 1626, a long cross.

1627, castle. 1628, anchor. 1629, heart. 1630, feathers.

1631, rose. 1632, harp. 1633, portcullis. 1634, bell. 1635,

crown. 1635-1636, ton. 1638, acorn. 1639, triangle. 1640,

star. 1641, triangle in a circle. 1643, P. 1644, R. 1645,

eye; and from November 10 to the end of 1645, sun. 1646, to

the King’s death, a sceptre.

The commonwealth, 1649 to 1660. This money was coined in

pursuance of an ordinance of Parliament, July 17th, 1649, and

continued to be coined until the restoration; but there were none

coined in 1657 and 1659; and only a few in 1658 and 1660.

The Obverse has the cross of St. George in an antique shield,

encircle<l with a branch of laurel, and the four largest pieces

have inscribe<l round them: “the commonw’EAETH OF ENO-

EAND,” but the other three pieces have no inscription at all.

The Reverse has the two sliields of England and Ireland con-

joined, which has given occasion to the name of breeches money,
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by which it is often distinguished. Legend: “god WITH US,”

and the date of the year of issue. They have also in the field

above the shield, their respective value stamped, viz.;, i., li.,

VI., XII., II., VI., and V. The sun is the mint-mark used until

1656 inclusive, and afterwards on tho.se of 1658 and 1660, the

anchor.

All the pieces coined by the Protector have the profile bust

of Cromwell laureated, being the first of the English coins witli

the head thus adorned. Legend: “olivar d. g. r. p. ang.

SCO. II IB. «&c.'PRO.” [Protector of the Republic of England, Scot-

land and Ireland, but substituting etc. for France). AVith the

date at top, which is generally 1658, but there are a few Half

Crowns and Shillings 1656.

The Reverse has a crowned shield, with St. George’s cross in

the first and fourth quarter for England ; St. Andrew’s cro.ss in

the second for Scotland, and the harp for Ireland in the thii’d;

and on the shield of pretence with his own coat-of-arms. Le-

gend : “pax QV^RITVR BELLO.” [Peace is sought by war).

CROWN OF CHARLES II., 1662.

Charles II., (1660-1684.) On his ascension in the year 1660,

there were issued silver coins, from Half Crowns downwards,

with the exception of Groats and Quarter Shillings, which were

soon after added. They are much like the earliest coins of his

father, with the old shield traversed by the cross-Jleurie, and the

same mottoes; the improvements of the mill and screw being
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also abandoned, and the coins again produced by the old pro-

cess of the hammer.

In 16G2 the first Crowns were coined, they bear upon the Ob-

verse the head of Charles II., a rose beneath the same, another

sort has an elephant.

Ileverse : Four crowned shields, formed into a cross, whose

centre exhibits the radiated cross of St. George, or the garter

star, and the spaces between the shields filled with two inter-

linked “c’s.” Legend :
“ MAG. BR. fra. et. iiib. rex.,” with

the date of the year divided at the top from 1GG2 to 1G84.

Around the rim they are inscribed with “becus et tutamen”
[Omamndal and useful). Weight: 464.480 grains. Fineness:

925. Intrinsic value: $1.16.

The Half Crown of Charles II. bears upon the Obverse*

iJaureated head of Charles II. Legend: “carolvs ii. dei.

GRATIA.”

HALF CROWN OF CHARLES II., 1677.

Reverse and Legend: Same as the Crown. Weight: 232.240

grains. Fineness : 925. Value : 58 cents.

FOUR PE.VCE, THREE PENCE AND TWO PENCE OF CHARLES II.

Their respective value: 7, 5 and 4 cents each.
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Of the smaller coins we give an illustration of Two, Three

and Four Pence.

During the reign of Charles II., the coins struck for Scotland

are the Four Marks, the Two Marks, Mark and Half Mark

pieces, the Crown, and jiarts thereof, were laid aside for Scot-

land. The Mark pieces have upon the Obverse the bust of

(’harles II., in Roman drapery, laureated, long hair, and facing

to the right. Upon the Reverse: The arms in four separate

shields, the value of each j)icce in the centre, viz.: mean-

ing, 53 shillings, 4 pence; 26 shillings, 8 pence; ^V*-, 13

shillings, 4 pence; and ''J-, 6 shillings, 8 pence; in the interstices

double “c” interlaced and crowned. Legend: BKIT.

FRA. & iiiR. REX.,” and the date of the year of issue, from 1664

to 1675.

In 1675 they were succeeded by the Dollar, its Half, Quarter

and Eighth; they have upon the Obverse: Laureated head of

Charles II., facing to the left. Legend: “carolvs ii. dei

GRA.” Reverse: Arms in four shields, crowned, with a leaved

thistle in the interstices, and the two letters ‘‘c” interlaced, in

the centre. Legend: “sco. axg. fr. & niD. rex.,” and the

d;ite of the year of i.ssuc, from 1675 to 1681. The Eighth of a

Dollar has a saltiere cross, with a crown in the centre, between

a thistle, ro^Q, fleur-dcAis and a harj). They were current for

28 shillings, 14 shillings, 7 shillings and 3 shillings 6 pence,

Scotch value.

In Ireland no silver money was issued in this reign, unless

it be the Crowns and half Crowns, irregularly formed pieces,

which rather come under the head of money of necessity than

regular coinage—like the “ gun money ” of James II.

James 1 1., (1 684-1 688.) The head of the King on the money

of this reign is turned to the left : the Reverse of that of his

predecessor. The coins were in other respects similar to the

bust of Charles IT., having the bu.st and name on the Obverse,

and the arms and titles on the Reverse, with no other motto.

The arms are arranged on four shields as a cross; but without the

interlaced letters in the angles. The Shillings and Six pences
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are milled with oblique lines, and the lesser pieces or Maundv
money are marked “ mi.,” “ iii.,” “ ii.,” and “ i.,” with a crown
above.

James II. again altered the value of the principal Scottish

coins: issuing a 10 Shilling piece, Scotch, about the size of tlie

English Shilling of Charles I., and a 40 Shilling piece about
the size of the English crown, both of the same type as the
English coin.

The most remarkable events of the Irish coinage of this

reign are those connected with the “ Gun Monev.” After the
revolution of 1688 a proclamation was issued bv James II.,

in Ireland, for making shillings and sixpences of mixed metal.
They were made of old pieces of ordnance, etc., and are known
as the “Gun Money.” They are similar on the Obverse: the
laureated head of James II., and on the Reverse: two sceptres
in saltiere through a crown, between “ i. r.” in decorative italic

cypher, with the date, 16S9, and the values, “xil.” and “ vi.”
Hilf Crowns were soon after issued of the same tyjie as the
shillings, but with the numerals “xxx.” over the crown: all

this money having the month in which it was struck under the
crown. In March, 1690, Pennies and Halfpence of irAite metal
were struck, with the King’s bust on the Obverse, and a
crowned harp on the Reverse-: some have the King on horse-
back on the Obverse. In April, 1690, Crowns of vhiU metal
were struck. They have the King on horseback on the Ob-
verse, and on the Reverse the four shields, like the English
coin. In June, 1690, the half Crowns were called in and re-

stamped to pass as Crowns. A large Crown was subsequently
struck in tchiU metal, with two plugs of brass in the King’s
horse on the Obverse, and a large crown of brass iu the centre
of the Reverse.

In the reign of James II. a tin piece was issued for the Amer-
ic^ plantations, where the S{»anish dollar chiefly circulated,
with its parts. Reals and lialf Reals. This coin was intended
to pass as twenty-four to the Real, and is stamped on the Re-
verse : VAL. 24 PART EE.vL HISPAX..” round four shields, dis-
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posod as a cross, bearing the arms of England, Scotland, Ire-

land, and France; on the Obverse is the King on horseback,

with his name and titles as Legend.

William III. and Mary II. (1688-1702.) The same style

of coinage in its general appearance, fineness, and weight was

continued at the commencement of these reigns.

HALF CROWN OF WILLIAM AND MARY, 1689.

The half Crown has upon the Obverse the |)rofiles of the

King, laureated, and the Queen, with plain hair. The Reverse

has the arms of England, Scotland, Ireland, and France, quar-

tered, with a shield of j)retence bearing arms of Nassau.

Weight: 232.240 grains. Fineness: 925. A^alue: 58 cents.

At the death of Queen Mary, 1695, and after, the Obverse

bore only the profile of the King, laureated.

CROWN OF WILLIAM III., 1696.

The Reverse was also changed to the four crowned arms in

2Z
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the shape of the eross, the shield of Nassau iii the centre.

VV'^eight: 464.480 grains. Fitieiiess: 925. Value: §1.16.

HALf CROWN OF WIM.IAM III., 1697.

The half Crown bears the same devices and Legends.

Weight: 232.240 grains. Fineness: 925. ^alne: 58 cents.

Most of the coins of William and Mary have four shields,

arranged in a cross, on the Reverse, with arms of Nassau in

the centre, and “ w and m” interlaced in the angles; but some

have a simple erowncd shield, with the arms of Nassau on an

escutcheon of j)retence. The Maundy money has the profiles

of the King and Queen, with short hair, without drapery, and

with numerals on the Reverses. Some of the cpins have the

FORTY SHILI.INOS, SCOTCH, OF WII.LI.\M AND MARY.

marks, such as the j'ow, showing that the silver came from the

West of England; the plumes for Welsh silver; and the e/e-

plxini and castle, indicating the metal from the African Com-

[lany. These marks were generally placed in the angles between

the shields.
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In Scotland, in the reign of William and Mary, 60 Shilling,

40 Shilling, 20 Shilling, 10 Shilling, and 5 Shilling pieces were
coined.

Intrinsic value of the 40 Shillings about 81 cents.

No silver coins for Ireland were issued during these reigns.

CROWN OF QUEE.N ANNE.

Queen Ani>e (1702—1714). T^he silver coins of this reign
are of the same fineness, weight, and denomination as those of
the last. The devices are also the same witli trifling variations

;

the bust of the (iueen, dra|)ed, on the Obverse, is turned to the
left; the hair is simply bound by a fillet, the Legend : “anna
DEI GRATIA.”

HALF CROWN OF QUEEN ANNE.

The Reverse has the shields arranged as a cross, with the
Star of the Garter in the centre, instead of the arms of Nassau
of the last reign, and the dates and titles. Weight of the
Crown: 464.480 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: $1.16.
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This hair Crown was coined for Scotland with the letter “e ”

beneath the bust, wdiich stands for Edinburgh. Weight : 232-

.240 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: 58 cents.

Tlie slight variations alluded to are the marks denoting the

sources from which the silver was derived, some having the

plumes for tlie silver from the Welsh mines, and some the rose

for West of England silver; also some with both marks, de-

noting that the silver was mixed.

SHIELING OF QUEEN ANNE.

Some of the coins as the above have the word “ viGO ” under

the Queen’s bust, in commemoration of the capture of Vigo, and

the Spanish galleons, from the treasure of which the silver of

those coins was derived.

Queen Anne’s fastidious modesty in insisting upon the draper}’

about the bust, caused her gold coins so closely to resemble the

silver, that Shillings and Six Pences were gilt, and passed for

Guineas and half-Guineas
;

the only difference Iwing that

Guineas had a lock of hair proceeding from the nape of the

neck, and lying over ^the right shoulder on the right breast.

Another mark by which these false guineas might be detected

was, of course, the sceptre on the Ilevei’sc.

After this reign the English coins circulated in Scotland as

in England, and no difference even of type was made in coins

intended for Scotland.

George I. (1714-1727.) The silver coinage of this reign re-

mained the same in weight and value as in the preceding; but

the bust of the King was executed in the conventional style of

the time, with the Roman mantle and armor, and is turned to
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the left. The Legend on the Obverse contains the titles as well

as the name, with, for the first time, as a permanent addition :

“fidei defensor” {Defender of the J^ai74), abbreviated like

the rest; as: “ georgius d. g. m. br. fr. et, niB. rex. f. d.”

On the Reverse his German titles appear, as “ brunsvicensis

ET LUNENBERGENSIS DUX, SACRA ROMANI IMPERII ABCIII

TiiESAURius ET ELECTOR,” abbreviated, as: “brun. et. l.

DUX, s. R. 1 . A. TH. ET. EL.” His own arms are not placed in

the centre like those of William III., but occupy the fourth

shield.

The Maundy money has the bust, with “georgius dei gra.,”

and on the Reverse a crowned numeral, with the King’s English

titles only.

HALF CROWN OF GEORGE II.

George II. (1729-1760). No change took place in the

weight, value, etc., of the silver coinage in this reign.

1. Half Crown of George II. Obverse: Laureated bust of

George II. Legend ;
“ georgivs. ii. dei. gratia.”

Reverse : Four crowned shields forming a cross, in the centre

the order Star of the Garter, in the intei^stices the plumes and

roses. Legend :
“ M. B. F. et. ii. rex. f. d. b. et. l. d. s. r.

l. a. T. et. e.,” and the date of the year of issue {Magni

Brilanniae, Frandae et Hiberniae Rex, Fides Defensor, Brunsvi-

censis et Ijunenbergensis Dux, Sacra Romani Imperii Archi

Thesaurius et Elector; meaning: Great Britain, France and
Ireland King, Brunswick and Luncnberg Duke, of the Sacred



g22 DYKS COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

Homan Empire, Arch-ircasurei' and Elector). Intrinsic Value:

58 cents.

2. Shilling and Sixpence of George II. Obverse: Same
.

as No. 1.

REVERSE OF SlIII<UNO OF GEORGE II.

Legend : Same as No. 1. Intrinsic Value : 24 and 12 cenU

respectively.

POUR, THREE, TWO AND ONE PENNY OP GEORGE II.

3. Four, Three, Two and One Penny of George II. Ob-

SIX SHIJ-LIXQ PIECE OF THE BANK OF IRELAND, 1804.

verse: Bust of George II. Legend; “georgivs. II. DEI.

GRATIA.”

Reverse: Crowned 6gures “4. 3. 2. 1.” I^^gend :
“ mag.

BRIT. FRA. HIB. REX.,” and the date of the year of issue.

Value : 7J, 5§, 3J, 1^ cents.
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George III. (1760-1820). In this reign a new coinage for

Ireland took place, it consisted chiefly of 6s., 3s. and lOd. and
5d. silver pieces.

4. Six Shilling Piece of the Bank of Ireland. Obverse :

I>anrcated hast at George III. Legend: “ GEORGIUS iii i>ei

GR.\TIA REX.”

Reverse : Female seated, in her right hand a palm, her left

resting on the Irish harp; beneath 1804. Legend: “ raxk
•OF IRELAND.” Exergue: “six shillings.” Weight: 452-
.598 grains. Fineness : 890. Value: §1.13.5516.

5. Three Shilling Piece of the Bank of Ireland. Obverse
and Legend : Same as No. 4.

THREE shilling PIECE OP THE BANK OF IRELAND.

Reverse: “three shillings token;” surmounted by a
hmrel wreath. Weight: 226.299 grains. Fineness: 895
Value: $0.56.7758.

6.

Ten I ence Irish. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 4.

TEN pence IRISH.

“bank TOKEN 10 PENCE iRLSH,” and the date of
Reverse

:
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the year of issue; surrounded by a wreath of shamrocks. .

Weight: 61.730 grains. Fineness: 895. Value: 16 cents.

7.

Five Pence Irish. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 4.

FIVE PENCE IKIbU.

Reverse: “bank token five pence Irish and the date

of the year of issue. Weight : 30.865 grains. Fineness : 895.

Value : 7§ cents.

8.

Five Shilling Piece of the Bank of England. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 4.

FIVE SHILLINGS BANK OF ENGLAND.

lieverse: Britannia seated
;
surrounded by a grained doable

circle upon which is inscribed “five shillings,” “dollar,”

surmounted by a crown. Legend :
“ BANK OF England.”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. This coin was issued in

the time of war by the Bank of England
;
they are now entirely

out of circulation.

9.

Three Shilling Piece of the Bank of England. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 4.

Reverse :
“ bank token 3 shill

;
” and the date of the year

of issue
;
surroundeil by a laurel wreath. Weight : 226.299

grains. Fineness: 895. Value: 80.56.7758.
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One Shilling and Six Pence of the Bank of England
Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 4.

ONE SHILLING AND SIX PENCE OF THE BANK OF ENGLAND.

Reverse: “bank token Is. 6d./' and the date of the year

of issue. Weight: 116.249 grains. Fineness; 895. Value:
30.27.

11.

Crown of George III. Obverse: Laureated head of

George III. Legend : “georgius hi. d. g. britanniarum
REX. F. D.” Exergue : Date of the vear of issue.

CROWN of GEORGE III.

Reverse: St. George and the dragon. Legend : “iiONi SOIT

QUI mal y mnse.” {Shame on him who evil thinks.) Weight:
436.3636 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: 31.21.668.

12.

Half Crown of George III. Obverse: Laureated head
of George III. Legend: “georgius hi dei gratia.’’ Ex-
ergue : Date of the year of issue.

Reverse : Crowned and quartered shield, bearing arms of

England, Scotland and Ireland, with a crowned shield of pre-
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tence of Hanover, surrounded by the garter, upon which is in-

seril)ed “Hoxt soiT QUI mal y pense,” the whole encircled by'

HALF CROWN OF GEORGE III.

tlie chain and order of the garter. Ix'gend :
“ britaxniarum

REX FID. DEF.” Weight: 218.1818 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: 80.60.83125.

SHILLING OF GEORGE III.

13. Shilling of George III. Obverse, Reverse and I^igends:

Same as No. 12. Weight: 87.2727 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: $0.24.3325.

134. Six Pence of George III. Obverse, Reverse and I^egends:

SIX PENCE OF GEORGE HI.

Same as No. 12. Weight: 43.6363 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: $0.12.16625.
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14. Six Pences of George III.

Weight, Fineness and Value: Same as No. 13.

15. Four Pence of George III. Obverse, Reverse and Le-
gend : Same as No. 12.

Weight: 29.0909 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: §0.08-

.1108.

George IV., (1820-1830.) During this reign the silver

coinage continued of the same value and denominations os the

coinage of the previous reign.

16. Crown of George IV. Obverse: Laureated bead of

George IV. Legend: “geobgiu.s iiii d. g. bkitanniar ;

REX F: D:”

Cm)WN OF GEOlaSE IV.

Reverse : St. George and the dragon. No Legend. Exergue

:

Date of the year of is§ue. Weight : 436.3636 grains. Fine-

ness: 925. Value: §1.21.6625.

17. Half Crown of George IV. Obverse and Ijcgend: Same
as No. 16. Reverse: Crowned and quartered shield, bearing

arms of England, Scotland and Ireland, with a shield of pre-

tence crowned, bearing arms of Hanover. At the left of shield

a thistle; at the right, three shamrocks, beneath the shield a rose.

Exergue: “anno 1820.” Weight: 218.1818 grains. Fineness:

925. Value: §0.60.83125.

18. Half Crown of George IV. Obverse and Legend : Same
as No. 17.

Reverse: Shield, encircled by the garter, and the order, chain
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and badge of the Order of the Garter, the whole surmounted by

a crown; arms of Hanover on a shield of pretence. Exergue:

“anno, 1823.” Weight: 218.1818 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: ^0.60.831 25.

19. Half Crown of George IV. Obverse: Head of George

IV. Legend: “oEORGivs IV OEi gratia.” Exergue: Date

HALF CROWN OF GEORGE IV.

Reverse: Shield, surmounted by a crowned helmet; arms of

Hanover on a shield of pretence, beneath, a scroll, with the

motto: “dieu et MON DROIT.” [God ami my rights.) Legend

:

“britanniarum rex fid; def.” Weight: 218.1818 grains.

Fineness: 925. Value: $0.60.83125.

HALF CROWN OF GEORGE IV.

20. Shilling of George IV. Obverse: Laureated head of

George IV. Legend: “ GEORGIUS iiii. D. G. britanniar

REX. F. D.” Reverse : Crowned and quartered shield, bearing

arms of England, Scotland and Ireland, with a crowned shield

of pretence bearing arms of Hanover, the whole encircled by the
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garter, upon which is inscribed “noNi SOIT QUi mal Y pense.’’

Exergue: “anno, 1824.” Weiglit: 87.2727 grains. Fine-

ness: 925. Value; $0.24.3325.

21.

Shilling of George IV. Obverse: Head of George IV.

Legend: “georgivs in. dei gratia.” Exergue: Date of the

year of issue.

SHILLING OF GEORGE IV,, OF 1826.

Reverse : A crown, surmounted by a crowned lion, beneath

the crown a sprig of rose, thistle and shamrock united. Le-

gend :
“ BRITANNIARUM REX. FIDEI DEFENSOR.” Weight

:

87.2727 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: $0.24.3325.

22.

Shilling of George IV. Obverse : Head of George IV.

Legend : “GEORGIUS IV dei gratia.”

SHILLING OF GEORGE IV.

Reverse: Crowned shield, with the arms of England, Scotland

and Ireland, and a crowne<l shield of pretence, with arms of

Hanover
;
a rose beneath, a thistle on one side, and shamrocks

at the other. Exergue: “anno, 1821.” Weight; 87.2727

grains. Fineness: 925. Value: $0.24.3325.

23.

Six Pence of George IV. Obverse: Laureated head of

George IV. Legend : “georgius iiii. d: g: brit. rex. f. d.”

Reverse: Crowned shield, encircled by the garter, upon which
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the motto: “honi soit qui mal y pexse.” No Legend. Ex-

ergue : “anno,” and the date of the year of issue. Weight

:

43.6363 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: $0.12.1662.

24.

Six Pence of George IV. Head of George IV. Le-

gend: “GEORGIUS IV DEI GRATIA.”

SIX PENCE OF GEORGE IV.

Kcverse: Same as Shilling, No. 21. Weight: 43.6363 grains.

Fineness: 925. Value: $0.12.1662.

25.

Four Pence of George IV. Obverse: Head of George

IV. Legend: “georgius iv d: g: brit: re.x. f. d:”
Reverse: Crowned shield, encircled by the garter, upon which

the motto “noNi soit qui mal y pense.” Exergue; “anno,”
and the date of the year of issue. Weight: 29.0909 grains.

Fineness: 925. Value: $0.08.1108.

FOUR pence of GEORGE IV.

26. Four Pence Maundy-Money of George IV. Obverse:

Laurcatwl head of George IV. Legend: “georgius illl. D.

G. BRITANNIAR REX. F: D:” Rcver.se: A crownwl “4,” and

the date of the year of i.ssue, inclo.sed between branches of oak,

cro.s.sed. Weight: 29.0909 grains. Fineness: 925. Value:

$0.08.1108.

27. Three Pence Maundy-Money of George IV. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 26. Reverse: A crowned “3,” and
the date of the year of issue, inclosed between branches of oak.
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crossed. Weight: 21.8181 grains. Fineness: 925. Value:

a0.U6.0831.

28. Two Fence Jllaundy-^loncy of George IV. Obverse and
Legend: Same as No. 26. Reverse: Same as No. 26, with the

exception of tlie mitheral “2.” Weight: 14.5454 grains.

Fineness: 9^5. Value: §0.04.0554.

/

THREE PENCE OF GEORGE II.

V illiam IV. (1830-1837.) Duke of Clarence, ascended the

throne on the death of his l)rother, and arrangements were made
for a new coinage exactly on the same principles as those of the

last coins of the preceding reign. Pattern Crowns, issued only

in small number for the cabinets of collectors, had the arms on
the Reverse, in a plain shield, disj)layed on a mantle of ermiue.

29. Half Crown of William IV. Obverse: Undraped bust.

Legend: “gulielmus iiii. d. g. buitanniar. rex. f: d:”

HALF CROWN OF WILLIAM IV.

Reverse: Shield, with the arms of Hanover on a shield of
pretence, and the order, chain and badge of the Order of the
Garter, displayed upon a mantle of ermine, suspended from a
crown. No Legend. Exergue: “anno,” and the date of the

year of issue. V eight: 218.1818 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: §0.60.83125.
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30. Sliilling of William IV. Obverse: Head of William

IV., facing to the right. I>fgeml : “gulielmus iiii. d: o:

15RITANNIAR: REX. F : D:” Reverse: “one shilling,” be-

neath a crown, inclosed between branches of oak and laurel,

crossed; the date of the year of issi*e. Weight: 87.2727

grains. Fineness: 925. Value: ^0.24.3325.

31. Six pence of William IV. Obverse and I^egend : Same

as No. 30. Reverse: “sixpence,” rest same as No. 30.

Weight: 43.6363 grains. Fineness : 925. Value : §0.12.1662.

32. Four pence, Manndy-Moncy, of William IV. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 30. Reverse : A crowned “ 4 ” and

the date of the year of issue inclosed between branches of oak,

crossed. Weight: 29.0909 grains. Fineness: 925. Value:

§0.08.1108.

33. Three pence, Maundy-Money, of William IV. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 30. Reverse :
“ 3.,” rest same as

No. 30. Weight: 21.8181 grains. Fineness: 925. Value;

§0.06.0831.

34. Two pence, Maundy-Money, of William IV. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 30. Reverse: “2.,” rest same as

No. 30. Weight: 14.5454 grains. Fineness: 925. Value:

§0.04.0554.

CROWN OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

The death of King William IV., in 1837, brought the Prin-

cess Victoria, daughter of his brother, the Duke of Kent, to

the throne.
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35. Crown of Queen Victoria. Obverse : Head of Queen

Victoria, hair plain, and tied back of her head in a fillet. Le-

gend :
“ VICTOKIA DEI GRATIA.” Exergue : Date of the year

of issue.

Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing the arms, quartered, be-

tween two branches of laurel, crossed. Legend :
“ nrtiTAX-

XIARUM REGINA FID. DEF.” On the edge: “ DECUS ET TUTA-

MEN ANNO REGNI,” and the year of the reign in Latin. Weight

:

436.3636 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: Sl.21.6625.

36. Crown of Queen Victoria. Obverse: Crowned bust of

Queen Victoria. Legend: “victoria dei gratia britan-

NIAR REG. F. D.”

CROWN OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

Reverse: Four crowned shields arranged as a cross, with the

star of the Garter in the centre, and the rose, thistle, and sham-

rock in the angles. lA?gend : “tueatur unita decs” {God

upholds the United). Exergue: “anno dom,” and the date of

the year of i.ssue in Roman figures. Upon the edge: “ decus

et tutamen anno ” and the date of the year of the reign in

Latin. Weight: 436.3636 grains. P'ineness: 925. Value:

§1.21.6625.

37.

Half Crown of Queen Victoria. Obverse: Head of

Queen Victoria. Legend: “victoria dei gratia.” Ex-

ergue : Date of the year of issue.

Revei*se : Crowned shield, inclosed between two laurel

branches, crossed : the rose, thistle, aud shamrock beneath.
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Legend :
“ britanniarum regika fid

; ^
‘

218.1818 grains. Fineness ; 925. Value :
$0.60.831 .

ijai.f crown of queen victoria.

18 Florin of Queen Victoria of 1849-1851. This piece,

vl,en 6rst issuccl in 1849, was consi.lcred as the lirst step to-

vartls a decimal system of money. Obverse : Crowned bnst of

:ineen Victoria. I>tgend VICTORIA EEGIttA and the date

)f the year of issue.

florin of queen victoria, 1849-1851.

Reverse: Four crowned shields, arnanged as a cross, with a

,se in the centre, and the thistle, rose, and shamrock in the

„los. Legend: “ONE FixiRlN- Exergue: “ onf-tenth of

POUND.” Weight: 174.5454 grains. Fineness: 9-5. \ alue.

^39 of Queen Victoria of 1852 and simv. Obverse:

am'e’as No. 38. Leijond : “vuwoRi.t d: g: bRIT: RKg: f:

and the date of the y..ir of i.ssue in Roman numends Re-

;r«e and Legends: Same as No. 38. Weight: 1/4.5454

nins. Fineness: 925. Value: $0.48.66o0.
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This florin is larger in diameter, but reduced in thickness.

40.

Shilling of Queen Victoria. Obverse: Head of Queen
Victoria. Legend ;

“ VICTORIA DEI GRATIA BRITAnniar : REG

:

F: D:”

SHILLING OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

Reverse: “one shilling,” inclosed by branches of laurel,

crossed and tied, the whole surmounted by a crown. Exertrue:
Date of the year of issue. Weight: 87.2727 grains. Fineness:
925. Value: 80.24.3325.

41.

Six Pence of Queen Victoria. Obverse and Legend:
Same as No. 40.

sixpence of queen victoria.

Reverse: “sixpence,” rest same as No. 40. Weight:
43.6363 grains. Finene.«s: 925. Value: $0.12.1662.

42. Four Pence of Queen Victoria, 1838-1848. Obverse:
Head of Queen Victoria. Legend: “victoria D: G: brit-
ANNIAR REGINA. F: D:” Reverse: Britannia seated. Le-
gend: “four pence.” Exergue: Date of the vear of issue.
Weight: 29.0909 grains. Fineness : 925. Value : 8 cents.

43. Four Pence of Queen Victoria, 1848 and since. Obverse
and Legend: “Same as No. 42. Reverse: Crownwl “4” and
the date of the year of issue, inclosed between two branches of
oak, crossed and tied. Weight: 29.0909 grains. Fineness:
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925. Value: 8 cents. Tins four penny piece is larger in diame-

ter, but reduced in thickness.

44.

Three Pence, Maundy-Money, of Queen Victoria. Ob-

verse and Legend : Same as No. 42.

FOUR PENCE AND THREE PENCE, OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

Reverse: Crowned “3,” rest same as No. 43. Weight:

21.8181 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: 6 cents.

45. Two Pence, J/auw/y-J/o?iey, of Queen Victoria. Obverse

ami Legend: Same as No. 42. Reverse: Crowned “2,” rest

same as No. 43. Weight: 14.5954 grains. Fineness; 926.

Value: 4 cents.

46. One Penny, Maundy-Money, of Queen Victoria. Ob-

verse and Legend : Same as No. 42. Reverse: Crowne<l “ 1,”

rest same as No. 43. Weight; 7.2927 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: 2 cents.

COPPER COINAGE OF GREAT BRITAIN.

Copper coins were first issued in bulk in the reign of Charles

II. : a slight sketch which led to its adoption appears proper in

this place. As early as the reigns of Henry IV., V., and VI.,

the black, or base money, of the Continent of Europe, circulated

in England to supply the deficiency of small national coin, and

was imitated in England in the monasteries, and, perhaps, even

by private individuals. These pieces were known as “Abbey

])ieces,” and were abont the size of the Tournaye Groat of

Henry VIII., and of somewhat similar type to the Reverse of

that coin. In the reign of Henry VIII., or even earlier, many

traders, to remedy the want of small change, coined for them-

selves leaden tokens to pass as half pennies and farthings; but

as the tokens were only payable by the persons issuing them,

great loss was caused to the poor.
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In order to put a stop to this kind of private coinage, it was

proposed by Elizabeth to issue a small copper coinage
;
a pat-

tern piece of a copper half-penny was struck but never issued.

It bears the date 1601. James I. was much prejudiced against

copper coins, and the copper farthings of his reign were not

coined at the royal mints, but through means of patents granted

to private persons, the' first being granted to Lord Harrington.

The first copper farthings of James bear a harp, which proves

that they were chiefly intended for Ireland, though the royal

j)roclamation concerning their issue made them current in Eng-

land, and forbade private and town tokens in consequence;

which, however, did not cease at that time.

The first copper half-pennies and farthings, equal in their

nominal and intrinsic values, were issued in 1672; but still the

royal prejudice would not allow them to be coined in the

national mints. They were coined by virtue of a patent granted

to private parties, and the head of the King was, apparently, to

denote the inferiority of the copper coinage, turned in the oppo-

site direction to that on the gold and silver coins, and the motto

also styled the new coin “ famulus num.morum,” the Servant

of money. This money, however, was of the finest Swedish

copper, and of full weight.

The favor with which this coinage was received appears to

have removed the royal prejudice against a currency of the in-

ferior metals, 'and a large amount of these farthings was soon

afterwards issued from the royal mint.

In 1665 the first copper half-penny was issued from the

Tower mint. It bears upon the Obverse: “ Carolus a

CAROLo” (^1 Carolus from Charles). Reverse: Britannia. Le-

gend: “quatour MARIO vixmco” (I vindicate the four seas).

The figure of Britannia is very graceful and beautifully executed,

being the {>ortrait of the beautiful Frances Stuart.

In Scotland, in this reign, “ Boddles” or “Turners” were

struck. Towards the end of Charles’ reign a “Bawbee” was

issued, its value about a half-Penny.

In 1679 the Dublin Half-penny was struck; it has upon the



838 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

Obverse a shield bearing tlie arms of Dublin, three castles, and

the date, 1679; the Legend: “the hubeix half-pexxy.”

Reverse : Irish harp, crowned. Legend :
“ LONG UVE the

KING.”

In 1680 the half-j)enny has the King’s bust and titles (Charles

II.) on the Obverse and the harp on the Reverse.

During James II’s reign very little copper money was

coined
;
the half-pennies and farthings being of tin with a copper

plug. Obverse: “ jacobus secuxdus.” Reverse: “famulus
XUMMORUM.”

After James quitted Ireland, copper money was issiietl in his

name by his adherents, in Limerick. The pieces were half-

pennies, now known as the “ Ilibernias,” from the figure of

Hibernia on the Reverse, holding the harp, and resembling the

Britannia on the Elnglish copper money.

The copper or tin coinage of William and Mary did not vary

much in character from that of Charles and James; but the

half-penny of William III., 1699, has the Britannia with the

l ight leg crossed, like that on the farthings of Charles I.
;
but

on this coinage the leg is draped. The tin half-pennies and

farthings have a plug of copper in them. In Scotland the

“ Bawbees ” were coined with the jxirtraits of William and Mary
on the Obverse and a thistle on the Reverse. The “ Boddles”

of this reign are of the same type as those of Charles.

During Queen Anne’s reign no copj)er coinage was issue<l.

The (iueen Anne farthings, of which so much has been written,

were only patterns, and never issued for circulation.

During the reign of George I. the copj)er coinage was much

extended, the pound avoirdupois was cointKl into twenty-eight

pence. The Britannia on the half-j)enny now Ijccame more

like that of the Roman coin, from which it was originally

taken. In 1722 William Woorl obtained a jiatent to coin

copper half-pence and farthings for Ireland
;
they have Hibernia

on the Reverse, leaning or. a harj).

The farthing of George I. be:irs his head and titles upon tlie

Obverse, and Britannia upon the Reverse.
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riie copper coinage of George II. was equal to forty-six half-

pence to the avoirdupois pound of copper. Though the false

coinage of gold or silver had been made high treason, the coin-

ing of copper money was only deemed a misdemeanor, and the

increased penalty of this reign only made the punishment two
years imprisonment; which slight })unishment, in comparison
to that for forging gold and silver coins, was perhaps one cause

of the great (juantity of false copper money then put into circu-

lation. Birmingham was the chief seat of the illegal mints.

For Ireland, copper pence and half-pence were issued, only

differing from the English in the crowned harp on the Re-
verse.

lor America, a small issue of brass pennies was made; the

King’s head upon the Obverse, and a rose crowned ujion the

Reverse.

Of the coj)per coinage of George III., there were several

issues.

First: Half-Penny, bearing upon the Obverse laureated bust

of George III., clad in armor. Legend: “geokgius in. hex.”
Reverse: Britannia, seated. Legend: “britaxni.i.” Ex-
ergue: Date of the year of issue, from 1770-1775. On some
of the Half-Pennies of 1772 the King’s name is spelled “geo-
RIUS.”

Farthing, similar in device and Legend. Second issue took

place in 1797, consisting of Two Penny, Penny, Half-Penny
and Farthing pieces, the only time when copper coins of Two-
Penny value were issued in England. The Obverses of this

coinage have the bust of George III., laureatetl and draped;
on the drapery of the shoulder is a small K, the initial of Kug-
ler, the German artist, who cut the die. The Legends are:

“GEORGIUS III. D. g. REX.” The Reverses: Britannia, as be-

fore, but differently posed
;

in her left hand a trident in place

of a spear; waves wa.sh the rock on which she sits; a ship sail-

ing to the right is seen in the distance, while the word “soHO,”
the place of their mannfiicture, is on the rock at the base of the

shield. Legends :
“ Britannia.” Exergues : Date of the year
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of issue. The Two Penny weighs 2 ounces, the Penny 1 ounce.

The Half-Penny weighs less than half an ounce, and has milled

edges. The I^egeuds on these coins are sunk into the metal,

and appear on a broad rim or border that runs around a de-

presses! field or centre, while the edges are perfectly plain. The

third issue took place in 1799, consisting of a Half-Penny and

of a Farthing. One and Two Penny pieces were mentioned in

the proclamation, but were not issued.

The Half-Penny has the laureated bust of the King. Le-

gend : “GEORGIUS III DEI GUATiA REX.” Reverse: Britannia,

but with the waves cut off with a .semi-circle. I^egend : “Bri-

tannia.” Exergue: Date of the year of Issue.

The Farthing is similar in style, but has the date of the year

of issue on the Obverse below the bust, and on the Reveise, in

place of date, “ 1 farthing.” On these coins there are no

raised boixlers, as on those of 1797 and 1798, and the letters of

the IjOgend arc not .sunk, but in relief. The edge has a shallow

groove, milled, with short diagonal lines running all round.

The fourth and last issue was made in 1806, when Pennies,

Half-Pennies and J'arthings were coined. On the Obverse:

Laureated and drajied bust of George III. Ijcgends :

“ GEOR-

GIUS III D. G. REX.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Re-

verse: Britannia, as before, but with a horizontal line of ba.se.

The rim of the.se coins is slightly rai.sed and ornamental, with

a slight round edge |xittern, while the edge is grooved and

milled.

George IV., in Septemlier, 1821, ordered a new issue of cop-

per Farthings, having on Obverse: bust of the King, draped and

laureated. IvOgend: “georgius lili. DEI gratia.” Reverse:

Britannia, with helmet; a trident in her left hand, and her

right, in which she holds an olive branch, leaning on the

shield, and a lion’s head at her feet. Legend :
“ Britannia

REX. FID. DEF.,” with the date of the year of is.sue as Exergue.

In 1825 a new Penny, Half-Penny and Farthing were issuetl,

having upon theOlwerse: laureated bu.stof the King, with bare

neck. I^egend : “georgius iv. dei gratia.” On the Pennies
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the date 1825, 1826 or 1827 is below the bust. Reverse:

Britannia, *a.s before, but without the olive branch or the lion’s

head at her feet. Legend : “Britannia rex fid: def:” Ex-

ergue : A rose, thistle and shamrock intertwined, instead of a

date, with edge plain.

In 1826 and 1827 a Half-Pcnnv was issued, similar in all

resj)ec*ts to the Penny, except the date, whidi is 1826 and 1827.

A Farthing of this design was also issued, with the dates 1826,

1827, 1828, 1829 and 1830.

The copper coinage of William IV. consists of a Penny, Half-

Penny and Farthing. The Obverses have the bust of the King,

no dra|)ery, and no wreath. IjCgend: “gulielmus liil dei

GRATIA,” with the date 1831 to 1834 below the bust. Re-

vei*ses: Britannia, exactly as on the la.st issue of George IV.

The dies for these coins were engraved by William Wyou,

whose initials are sunk on the truncation of the bust on the

Half-Pennies and the F'arthings. The copper coinage of Eng-

land and of Queen Victoria ceased with 1859. The Penny,

Half-Penny, Farthing and Half-Farthing have upon the Ob-

verses, the bust of the Queen, hair fastened with a band, the neck

bare. The initials of William Wyon, the engraver, are on the

truncation of the bust, with the date of tlie year of issue below.

FARTHING OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

Legend: “victoria dei gratia.” Reverse: Britannia, ex-

actly the same as on the last coinage of George IV. On the

Half-Farthing the Obverse has the bust of Queen Victoria.

Legend : “VICTORIA D. G. britanniar regina f. d.,” but no

date, while the Reverse has in the centre of the field the words:

“llAEF-FARTiliNG.” in two lines, surmounted bv a crown, and
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below tliem the date, with rose, thistle and shamrock in the Ex-

ergue. Edges all plain. The issue of these Half-Farthings

ceased in 1856.

The regular coj)per coinage of Great Britain, Ireland and

Scotland, in general, is not scarce, if we except the Farthings of

Queen Anne. Yet it is almost needless to state that there is no

foundation for the jibsurd notion that only three farthings of

Queen Anne exist, and that each is worth about five thousand

dollars; they can l>e had in England for one or two pounds

sterling a piece.

BRONZE COINAGE OF GREAT BRITAIN.

In 1860, by order of ]>roclamation, a new bronze coinage was

ordered and issued. The composition contains 95 parts of cop-

per, 4 of tin, and 1 of zinc. They were coined: Penny, Half-

Penny, Farthing and Ilalf-Farthing.

The Obverse : Laureated bust of Queen Victoria, with low

bare neck, but a dress on her shoulders. Legend :
“ VICTOUIA

D. G. BRITT. REG., F. D.’’ Reverse: Figure of Britannia, sur-

rounded by the sea, a vessel before her, and a lighthouse behind

the shield on which she sits. I^cgend : “OXE PENNY.” Ex-

ergue : Date of the year of issue. The Half-Penny, Farthing

and Half-Farthing are precisely similar in devices and Legends,

the value only being changed.

The intrinsic value of the Bronze Penny of Queen Victoria is

one and seven-eighths of an American cent, and the Half-Penny,

Farthing and Half-Farthing in exact proportion, respectively.

COINAGE OF THE CHANNEL ISLANDS.

In 1406 Henry IV. granted the Isle of Man, with all its

regalities, to Sir Thomas Stanley, afterwards Earl of Derl)y.

The earliest money coined by this family is dated 1723; it

has the arms of the Isle of Man, the three legs on the Obverse.

Legend: “ quocunque jeceris .stabit” and “ i. d.,” which

stands for James, Earl of Derby, or rather lacobus Darbiensis.
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The Reverse has the crest of the Derby family, and the Le-
gend :

“ SANS C’Iiangek” ( irtV/joitt change).

Their last coins have on the Reverse a cypher formed of the

initials “a. d.” [Duke of Athole) beneath an imperial crown, and
the Exergue: “ 1758.”

In 1770 the sovereignty of the Isle of Man was purchased
of the Duke and Duchess of Athole for iJ70,000.

After 1770 copper money was coine<l for the use of the Isle

of Man, with the local device of the three legs, but omitting all

reference to the Derby family. Some coj)per coins were struck
by George III. for the Isle of Man, in the style of the heavy
penny of that period, with the mottoes sunk round the edge.

At the commencement of this century George III. ordered
some silver coins to be struck for the “ States of Jersey.” Pre-
vious to 1813 the currency of Jersey consisted of both French
and English coins.

In 1813 the three shilling piece was coined for the first time.
It bears upon the Obverse : A shield with three leopards, one
above the other. Legend :

“ states of jersey,” Exergue *

“ 1813.”

THREE SHILLINGS TOKEN OF THE STATES OF JERSEY.

Reverse: A wreath Inclosing the words: “ three shilling
TOKEN.” Intrinsic value : 52| cents.

In 1813 there was also coined a shilling and six pence
token. Observe and Legend: Same as the shilling.

Reverse: A wreath inclosing the words: “one shilling
SIX PENCE TOKEN.” Intrinsic value : 26^ cents.
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In 1841 copper coins of the value of one penny and its half

were issued by Queen Victoria, and continued so until 1862.

ONE SHILLING SIX PENCE TOKEN OF THE STATES OF JERSEY.

The penny bears upon the Obverse: Head of Queen Victoria.

IjCgend : “VICTORIA l). G. BUITANNIAR: REGINA F: D:”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Reverse: Shield with

three leopards, one above the other. Legend: “states OF

JERSEY.” Exergue: “
I’j of a shilling.”

The Half-Penny of 1841-1862 bears a similar device and

Legends of the penny, only the Exergue upon the Reverse is

changed to “ of_a shilling.” Intrinsic value of the penny

1 J of a cent and the half in exact proportion.

Another of these Channel Islands is Guernsey, having also

its “ States,” with authority over the local matters, and which,

in like manner, has issuetl a copper coinage. The standard of

value there is the “ Double.” The Obverse of these Doubles,

of which there are: 1, 2, 4 and 8 Doubles, bear the arras of

Guernsey, viz. : three lions upon a shield surmounted by three

leaves in place of the customary crown. No lAjgend. Ex-
ergue: “guerensey ” in a semi-circle. The 8 Double piece has

branches inclosing the shield. Reverse: In the upper field the

figures “1, 2, 4, or 8,” as the case may be; in the middle

field “double” or “DOUBLiii;” and in the lower field, the

date of the year of issue from 1830 to 1868 inclusive. Intrinsic

value of the Double, about one-fourth of a cent.

COINAGE OF IONIAN ISLANDS.

In the fifteenth century Venice became mistress of the Ionian

Islands, viz. : Corfu, Paxo, Santa Maura, Theaki, Cephalonia,
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Zante and Cerigo, and issued for them at different periods

copper coins having on Obverse: the winged lion of St. Marks.
Legend: “sAN MARC ven” {St. Marks of Venice). Upon the

Reverse: “ corf ” for Cor/«. “paxo,” “thea,” for JAca/ri.

“cefal” for Cephalonia. “san mauro” and “zante.”
In 1797 Venice ceded the islands to France, from whom

tliey were taken in 1800, by the allied forces of Russia and
Turkey. In 1807 Napoleon recovered them, but lost them to

the British in 1809.

As the independence of the islands was always claimed by
their natives, they were formed in 1815, into the “Septinsular

Republic,” under the Protectorate of Great Britain. In 1864
Great Britain ceded the islands to Greece.

These changes of government have led to a corresponding

diversity of coinage. In 1801 the currency of the Ionian

Islands consisted of cop}>er coins of one, five and ten Gazettas,

with inscriptions in Greek and Italian.

In 1810, and after the standard value was the Turkish Para,

England, in 1815, counterrnarked foreign silver coins with

figures declaring its value in Paras, shortly afterwards adding
to this a rude profile of George III.

In 1819 the Obolus, half and quarter, were struck in Eng-
land for circulation in the Ionian Islands.

The Obolus has upon the obverse: Britannia seated upon a

rock; at her side tlie Union Jack of England upon a shield;

in her left hand an olive branch
;
in her right hand the trident.

Legend :
“ Britannia.” At the base “ w wyon,” the name

of the engraver of the London mint. Reverse : The Ionian

arms, viz. : the winged lion of St. Mark, clasping with his right

paw a shield with the Greek cross and seven arrows, to denote

the seven islands. Legend: “ionikon kpatoe” {Ionian gov-

ernment) in Greek characters. Exergue: Date of the year of

issue from 1819 to 1831.

The half and quarter Obolus are similar in device and
legends only in proportion to size. In 1821 an eighth of an
Obolus was issued in Corfu, similar to the afore-described coins

;
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but the issue was not continued after that year. The value of

the Obolus is about one cent, its half, quarter and eighth in

proportion.

In 1834 and up to 1863 the Ionian coins were again struck

at the roval mint, and their character changed to the“Mikron”

and its half.

The Mikron bears upon the Obverse: Britannia seated.

Upon the Reverse: The lion of St. Mark’s. The Mikron is of

copper and its value about one cent.

In 1835 England struck a silver coin for circulation upon

the Ionian Islands. It is known as the “Tri|>enon.” The

Tripenon bears upon the Obverse: Britannia. Legend:

“BRITANNIA.” Reverse: “ xxx ” inclosed in an oak wreath.

Its intrinsic value about 28 cents.

In 1844 England issued a Half Farthing for the use of the

Ionian Islands, having upon the Obverse: Head of Queen

Victoria. IvCgend :
“ victoria d. g. britanniar regina :

F: D:” Reverse; “half farthing” and the date of the

year of issue, in three parallel lines, in the centre, surmounted

by a royal crown, and the rose, shamrock, and thistle below.

In 1852 England struck for the Ionian Islands the thirty

Obolicce piece in silv’cr. Obverse : Britannia, seated. lA'gend :

“BRITANNIA.” Xo Exerguc. Reverse: “ 30,” surrounded by

an oak wreath. Legend: “lONiKON kpatoe” [Ionian Goveni-

ment). Exergue: Hate of the year of issue. Weight : 21.820

grains. Fineness: 925. Value: 6 cents.

COINAGE OF THE BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN
AFRICA.

In 1791 George III., by proclamation, ordered the coinage

in silver and cop|>er of the British j)Ossessions in Africa.

1. Dollar of the Sierra Leone Company. Obverse: A lion

in the middle of the field. I>egend : “sierra leone com-

pany.” Exergue: “AFRICA.”

Reverse: Clasped hands, “100” above and below the same.
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Legend : “one dollar piece.” Exergue: “ 1791.” Weight:

405 grains. Fineness: 817. Value: §0.98.2245.

DOLLAR OF SIERRA LEONE COMPANY, 1791.

2. Dollar of the Sierra Leone Company of 1791. Ohv’erse,

Ijegeiul, and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 1, with the exception that the figure

“1 ” takes the place of “100” above and below the elasped

hands. Weight, Fineness, and Value: Same as No. 1.

3. Ackey Trade Dollar of 1818. Obverse: Laureated head

of George III., beneath the head: “1 ackey trade.” Le-

gend: “ GEORGIUS^ III. BRITANNIAR. REX. F. D.” Exergue :

Date of the year of issue. Reverse: A shield, sujiported by

two negroes; upon the shield a horn of plenty, a beehive, and

a ship under full sail below the shield a negro head; above

the shield an elephant and castle, surmounted by a flag. Le-

gend :
“ FREE TRADE TO AFRICA BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT

1750.” Weight: 216 grains. Fineness: 925. Value:

§0.56.6650.

4. Ackey Trade Half Dollar. Obverse and Legend: Same as

No. 3, with the exception of “ J ackey trade,” beneath the

head. Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 3. Weight: 108

grains. Fineness : 925. Value : §0.28.3325.

5. Half Dollar of the Sierra Leone Company. Obverse,

Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 1, with the exception of “50” above
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and l)elow the clasped hands. Weight : 202.500 grains. Fine-

ness: 817. Value: §0.46.6272.

6. Twenty Cents of the Sierra Leone Company. Obverse,

Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 1, with the exception of “20” above

and below the clas{>ed hands. Weight: 81 grains. Fineness:

817. Value: §0.19.2493.

7. Ten Cents of the Sierra Leone Company. Obverse, Le-

gend, and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse, Ijegend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 1, with the exception of “10” below

and above the clasped hands. Weight : 40.500 grains. Fine-

ness: 817. Value: §0.09.6246.

BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN AMERICA.
CANADA COINS.

Prior to the conquest of Canada, 1760, the coins in use were

the Sol, the Livre, or Franc of 20 Sols, and the Crown, or Ecu

of three Francs. The Sol is of brass, the Franc and Ecu of

silver.

In 1670 Louis XIV. issued a silver piece of five Sous for

Canaila, having on the Obverse the bust of Louis XIII., lau-

reated, surmountetl by a small sun. Legend*: “ LVD xill. D. G.

FR. ET XAV REX.” Reverse: Royal arms, crowned. Legend:

“gloriam regni tvi dicent, 1670.”

lie issued also a Copper Double or Two Denier Piece, having

on the Obverse a large Roman “ L,” crowned, dividing the date

1670, with the letter “a” {Paris viint-mark), below it. Ijcgend:

“ LVDOVICVS. XIII. P. GR. FRAX. ET XAV. REX.” Reverse:

“dovbee de l’amerique. frax^oise.” Exergue: “a”

{mint-mark), and on either side of it a fleur-de-lis.

Nova Scotia was the first colony which issued a regular coin-

age. In 1823 there api>eared the Penny and Ilalf-Pcnny, bear-

ing the bust of George IV. ou the Obverse. Similar coins

were issued regularly up to 1832, although George IV. died in

1830, and William IV. was already the reigning sovereign of
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England for two years prior to the issue of the last-named date.

In 183/ the Canatlian liebellion broke forth, and the country
was flooded with tokens, of which the famous Sou was one of
the principal and the most important token : the Bank of Mon-
treal issuing a large number. In 1838 and 1839 the Bank of
Montreal issued a Penny, which is now very scarc*e and much
sought after by collectors of coins.

As early as 1822 a movement was made towards the intro-

duction of a regular colonial decimal coinage, but no definite

action was taken until 1858, when the Canadian coinage, con-

sisting of 20, 10, and 5 cents silver, and 1 cent copper coins,

made their appearance. In 1861 New Brunswick introduced
her really fine coinage, of the same denominations as Canada,
but adding to the list the half-cent. In 1862 Nova Scotia is-

sued for the first time the Cent and its half. In 1865 New-
foundland struck for the first time the Two Dollar gold piece.

1. Fifty Cents, silver, of (^ueen Victoria. Obverse: Head
of Queen ^ ictoria, with diadem. Legend: “victoria dei
GRATIA REGINA.” Exergue : “CANADA.” Reverse: “50
CENTS, and the date of the year of issue, surrounded by a
wreath of maple leaves, surmounted by a crown. Weight:
192.125 grains. Fineness ; 900. Value : 50 cents.

2. Twenty-five Cents, silver, of Queen Victoria, Obverse,
Legend, and Exergue : Same as No. 1. Reverse :

“ 25 cents; ”

rest same as No. 1. M eight: 96.0625 grains. Fineness : 900.
Value: 25 cents.

3. Twenty Cents, silver, of Queen Victoria. Obverse:
Laureated head of Queen Victoria. Legend :

“ victoria DEI
gratia REGINA.” Exergue :

“ Canada.”

TWENTY CENTS OF CANADA.
3B
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Reverse; “20 cents,” and the date of the year of issue, in

three lines, surroiindetl by branches of maple, crossed and tied,

surmounted by a crown. Weight: 76.850 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: 20 cents.

4.

Ten Cents, silver, of Queen Victoria. Obverse, Legend,

and Fxergue : Same as No. 3.

TEN CENTS OF CANADA.

Reverse: “10 CENTS;” rest same as No. 3. Weight:

38.425 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: 10 cents.

5.

Five Cents, silver, of Queen Victoria. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue : Same as No. 3.

FIVE CENTS OF CANADA.

Reverse : “5 CENTS
;

” re.st same as No. 3. Weight: 19.2175

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: 5 cents.

The last-mentioned three coins usually have their edges

milled; but there are also specimens of these coins with plain

edge, which are very scarce and at a premium. Some of the

silver coins have the letter “ li.,” referring to Sir Francis

Ilincks, Finance Minister of Canada.

6. Two Cents, copper, of George IV., 1822 and 1823. Ob-

verse: Bust of George IV. laureated and draped. Ivcgend :

“geok: IV: D: G: hri : hex.” Reverse: “jo dollar COLO.MAI.

1822 AND 1823,” inclosed in a wreath of oak leaves. Value:

2 cents.

7. One Cent of George IV., 1822 and 182.3. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 6. Reverse: “iJo Dollar;” rest .same
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as JSo. 6. \aliie: One cent. These two coins found but little

favor, and the use of the other Canadian copper tokens of the
tradesmen and banks, especially of the “Bouquet’^ series, being
preferred by the people, they were soon afterwards withdrawn
from circulation, and have become very scarce now, and at a
high premium with collectors of coins.

8. Bronze Cent of Queen Victoria of 1858, and since. Ob-
\erse: reathed hea<l of Queen Victoria. Legend: ‘‘victoria
DEI GRATIA REGIXA.” Exergue: “CANADA.” Reverse: “one
CENT,” and the date of the year of issue, surroundetl by a wavv
wreath of maple leaves. A alue: One cent.

NEW BRUNSWICK COINS.
1. Twenty Cents of Queen Victoria of 1862, and since. Ob-

verse : Laureatcd head of Queen A'ictoria. Legend : “ A'lC'ro-

RIAD: G: REG.” Exergue: “new Brunswick.” Reverse:
“20 CENTS,” and the date of the year of issue, surrounded by a
wreath, between the tops of which is a crown. Weight: 76.850
grains. Fineness: 900. Value: 20 cents.

2. Ten Cents of Queen Victoria of 1862, and since. Ob-
verse, Legend and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse: “10
CENTS,” rest same as No. 1. Weight: 38.425 grains. Fine-
ness: 900. A^alue: 10 cent®.

3. Five Cents of Queen A’’ictoria of 1862, and since. Ob-
verse, lA^gend and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse: “5
CENTS,” rest same as No. 1. Weight: 19.2175 grains. Fine-
ness: 900. A’^alue: 5 cents.

4. Copper Penny of Queen Victoria, 1843, known as the
Frigate Penn^. Obver.se: Bust of Queen Victoria, wearing an
open crown. lA?gend : “victoria dei gratia regina.”
Exergue: “1843.” Reverse: A frigate with full rigging, but
without sails. Legend: “new Brunswick, one pennv.”
A^alue: 2 cents.

5. Copper Half-Penny of Queen Victoria of 1843. Obverse,
Legend and Exergue: Same as No. 4. Reverse: “half-
penny,” rest same as No. 4. Value: 1 cent.
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G. Copper Penny of Queen Victoria, 1854. Obverse: Head

of Queen Victoria, filleted. Legend: “victokia dei guatia

REGINA.” Exergue: “ 1854.” Reverse: Same as No. 4. Le-

gend: “new BRUNSWICK ONE PENNY CURRENCY.” Value:

2 cents.

7. Copper Half-Penny of Queen Victoria of 1854. Obverse,

Legend and Exergue: Same as No. 6. Reverse: “half-

penny;” rest same as No. 6. Value: 1 cent.

8. Bronze Cent of Queen Victoria of 1861, and since. Ob-

verse: “victoria D: G: BRIT: REG: P': t>. Reverse: Crowned

date of the year of issue, within a wreath, “one cent, new
BRUNSWICK.” Value: 1 cent.

9. Bronze Half-Cent of Queen Victoria, 1861, and since.

Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 8. Reverse: “half cent,”

rest same as No. 8. Value: ^ cent.

NEWFOUNDLAND COINS.

1. Two Dollar Gold Piece of 1865, and since. Obverse:

Laurcated head of Queen Victoria. Legend: “VICTORIA D:

o : REG.” Exergue :
“ Newfoundland.”

TWO DOLLAR GOLD PIECE OF 1865, AND SINCE.

Reverse : “2 dollars,” and the date of the year of issue, sur-

rounded by a dotted circle. Tjcgend: “two hi.’^'dred cents.”

Exergue: “one hundred pence.” Weight: 51.600 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: 32.00.

2. Fifty Cents, silver, of (iueen Victoria. Obverse: Lan-

reated head of (iueen Victoria. Legend: “victoria dei

GRATIA REGINA.” Exergue : “NEWFOUNDLAND.” Reverse:

“50 cents,” and the date of the year of issue, within a beaded

and ornamented circle. lulgc milled. Weight: 192.125 grains.

Fineness : 900. Value : 50 cents.
'
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3. Twenty Cents, silver, of Queen Victoria. Obverse, Le-

gend and Exergue: Same as No. 2. Reverse: “20 cents;”

rest same as No. 2. Weight: 76.850 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: 20 cents.

4. Ten Cents, silver, of Queen Victoria. Obverse, Legonil

and Exergue: Same as No. 2. Reverse: “10 cents;” rest

same as No. 2. Weight : 38.425 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value: 10 cents. '

5. Five Cents, silver, of Queen Victoria. Obverse, Legend

and Exergue: Same as No. 2. Reverse: “5 cents;” rest

same as No. 2. Weight: 19.2175 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value : 5 cents.

6. Copper Cent of Queen Victoria. Obverse: Laureated

bust of Queen Victoria. Legend :“ victoria d: g: reg :

”

Reverse : Date of the year of issue, surmounted by a royal

crown, within a beaded circle, the whole surrounded with a

wreath of oak. Legend: “one cent.” Exergue: “New-
foundland.” Value: 1 cent.

NOVA SCOTIA COINS.

1. Copper Penny of George IV., 1822-1832. Obverse:

Head of George IV. Legend : “province of nova scotia.”

Reverse: A large thistle. Legend: “penny,” and the date of

the year of issue. Value: 2 cents.

2. Half-Penny of George IV., of 1822-1832. Obverse and

legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: “ half-penny ;” rest

same as No. 1. Value: 1 cent. It will be observed that some

of these coins Irear the dates 1831 and 1832, although George

IV. died in 1830.

3. Copper Penny of Queen Victoria, of 1840. Obverse:

Head of Queen Victoria. Legend: “province of nova
SCOTIA.”

Reverse: Two-leaved thistle. lAJgend : “one penny,” and

the date of the year of issue. Value : 2 cents.

4. Copper Half-Penny of Queen Victoria of 1840. Similar

to the Penny No. 3, with the exception of Legend on Reverse:

“half-penny.” Value: 1 cent.
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Those coins are of very inferior workmanship, and they bear

only the dates 1840, 1843 and 1856.

COPPER PENNY OF 1843.

5. Copper Penny of Queen Victoria of 1856. Obverse:

Head of Queen Victoria, wearing an open coronet, of wliich

only the front is seen, tlie neck bare. Legend: “VICTORIA l):

«: BRITANNIA: REG: F: D:” Exergue: Date of the yt'ar of

issue. Reverse: A large sprig of Mayflower. Legend: “prov-

ince OF NOVA SCOTIA.” Exergue : “one penny.” Value:

2 cents.

6. Copper Half-Penny ofQueen Victoria of 1856. Legends,

Obverse and Reverse: Same as No. 5. Exergue: “half-
penny.” Value: 1 cent.

7. Bronze Cent of Queen Victoria of 1861, and since. Ob-

vei'se: Laureated bust of Queen Victoria. Legend: Same as

No. 5. Reverse : A wreath of flowers, inclosing a crown and

date, surmounted as Ijcgend : “one CENT.” Exergue: “nova
.SCOTIA.” Value: 1 cent.

8. Bronze Half Cent. Obverse, Legend, Reverse and Ex-

ergue: Same as No. 7. Legend ou Reverse: “half cent.”

Value: J cent.

PRINCE EDWARD’S ISLANDS.

1. Copper Cent of 1855-1857. Obverse: “prince Ed-

ward’s ISLANDS,” and the date of the year of issue. Reverse:

“self-government and free trade,” in five lines. Edge

plain. Value: 1 cent.
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2. Bronze Cent of" Queen Victoria of 1871. Obverse: Head

of Queen Victoria, with diadem. Legend: “VICTORIA queen.”

Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse : A small and a

large tree, with “ pauva subingenti” below them, surrounded

by a beadetl circle of dots. Legend :
“ prince edward

ISLAND.” Exergue: “one cent.” Value: 1 cent.

WEST INDIA COINS.

ANTIGUA.

In Antigua and the other Leeward Islands the Dollar is often

reckoned at 9 shillings, which rate is most generally called the

Leeward Currenct/. A small circular piece called the Bit is

often cut out of the centre of the Spanish Dollar, which is about

one-twelfth of its value, but, in order to prevent its exportation,

it is allowed to pass for one-eighth, and is then stamped, by

authority, with the initials of the Island. The Dollar thus cut

passes for 8s. 3d. currency. It is called the Cut Dollar, to dis-

tinguish it from the entire piece, which is called the Round
Dollar. Dollars of the Llnited States are often cut in halves

and quarters, and pass accordingly.

The copj)cr coins consist of Half Dogs and Dogs, bearing

upon the Obverse: A palm tree. The natives count two half

Dogs, a Dog; three half Dogs, a Stampe; four Stampes or six

Dogs, a Bit; one and a half Bit, a Moco; eleven Bits, a Cut

Dollar, and twelve Bits or eight Mocos, a Round Dollar.

BAHAMA.
After the peace of Utrecht, several colonial privateers that had

become pirates made their homes on the Bahamas. In 1717

England resumed the government, pardoning the inhabitants

and making them a regulated colony, under Captain Rogers as

governor.

In 1806 George III. ordered a copper Penny to Ik; struck for

the Bahamas; it l)ears u|)on the Obverse: Laureated head of

George III. Legend: “ Georgius iii. D : G. rex. Exergue:
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Date of the year of issue. Reverse: A ship under full sail,

peaks of a mountain in the background
;
two smaller vessels

in the offing. Legend: “Bahama.” Exergue: “expulsis

PIRATIS, RESTITUTA OOMMERCIA ” [Pirates being driven away,

commerce is restored). This device on the Reverse is taken from

the great seal of the Bahamas, and alludes to the pirates par-

doned in 1717.

BARBADOES.

In 1788 a copper I’enny was issued for Barbadoes; upon

the Obverse: A negro’s head, facing to the left, wearing a

crown, from which protrude the three Prince of Wales’ feathers.

No Legend. Exergue :
“ l SERVE.” Revei’se ; A pine-apple.

Legend: “ barb.\does penny.” Exergue: Date of the year

of issue. A Half-Penny was also struck of similar device and

legend.

In 1792 another copper Penny and Half-Penny were issued.

Obverse : Same as the Penny of 1788. Reverse : In the centre

of the field George III., crownetl, and holding a trident, seated

in a chariot, and drawn to the left over the waves by two sea-

horses. Legend :
“ barbadoes penny,” or “ half-penny.”

Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

BERMUDAS.

In 1612 a colony was endeavored to be settled by the Virginia

Company. In 1614 the Virginia Company resigned the Islands

to England, and received a new incorporation for the plantation

of Sommers Islands. In this document the company was dis-

tinctly allowe<l to issue coin for use in the Islands, of such

metal and in such form as might be most expedient. The coin

struck in brass bears upon the Obverse: A wild lx>ar, facing

to the left, with “xii” above. I.iegend : “SOM.MER isi.and;”

both words separated by a mullet of five {wints. Reverse : A
ship under sail with a flag on each mast.

Of another piece of lower value, the device on lx)th sides is

similar, except that on the Obverse the numenils “vi.” take

the place of XII

;

and the Legend :
“ so.mer island.” These
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coins are exceedingly rare and at a high premium. For nearly

two Imndred years, no further coinage was issued for the

Bermudas. Spanish and Englisli coins freely circulated. In

1793 the Committee of Privy Council for Trade in Great

Britain recommended that a new coin for Bermuda be issued.

It bears upon the Obverse: Laureated head of George III.

Legend: “georoius hi. d. g. kex.” Reverse: A ship under
full canvas, sailing to the left, with a high peak of a mountain
ju.st visible over the stern. Legend: “BERMUDA.” Exergue:
Date of the year of issue.

DEMERARA AND ESSEQUEBO.

In 1809 George III. ordered a new and very handsome silver

coinage for Demerara and Essecjuebo. The coin first struck

was the 3 Shilling or Guilder piece.

1. Ihree Shilling or Three Guilder Piece. Obverse: Laure-
ated head of George III. Legend: “georgius hi. dei.

GRATIA.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

THREE SHILLING OR THREE GUILDER PIECE OF 1809.

Reverse: A large figure “3” occupying the field, surrounded

by oak branches, crossed and tied, surmounted by a roval crown.

"Within the circle the Legend : “colonies of essequebo and
DEMARARY TOKEN.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 360 grains. Fineness: 816.666. Value: $0.82-

.9975.

2. Two Shilling or Two Guilder Piece of George III. Ob-
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verse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: I^rge figure

“2;” rest same as No. 1. Weight: 240 grains. Fineness:

816.666. Value: 30.55.1982.

3. Slulling or Guilder Piece of George III. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Large figure “l;”rest

same as No. 1, with the exception of the inner circle, sur-

rounding the field, being omitted. Weight: 120 grains.

Fineness: 816.666. Value: §0.27.5991.

4. Half Shilling or Half Guilder of George III. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 1.

HALF SHILLING OK HALF GUILDER.

Reverse: Large figure rest same as No. 3. Weight:

60 grains. Fineness: 816.666. Value: $0.13.7995.

5.

Quarter Shilling or (Quarter Guilder of George III. Ob-

verse and Legend : Same as No. 1 . Reverse ; Large figure

'•Q;” rest same as No. 3. Weight: 30 grains. Fineness:

816.666. Value: $0.06.8998.

In 1832 William IV. struck 3, 2, 1, J, and \ Shilling or

Guilder pieces for Deinerara and Essequibo.

SHILLING OR GUILDER OF WII.LIAM IV.

They bear upon the Obverse the head of William IV., and

the Ijcgend : **gulielmus iiii. d. g. britanniar. rex. f. d.
*

Reverse: A large figure “3,” “2,” “1,” “i,” or ‘Q,” acconi-
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ing to their respective value. Legend: “united colony
OF DEMERARA & ESSEQUIBO.” Exergue : Date of the year of
issue. Weight, Fineness, and Value: Same as those of George
Ill’s issue.

In 1831 and 1833 there were also issues of 3, 2, 1 Guilders,

with the J, J, and J values, with aud without a crown ui>on the

Reverse.

ONE-FOURTH AND ONE-EIGHTH GUILDER OF WILLIAM IV.

The eighth of a Guilder weighs: 15 grains. Fineness:

816.666. Value: §0.03.4499.

In 1813 a copper Stiver was issued
;
upon the Obverse: Head

of George HI. Legend: “georgius hi dei gratia.” Re-
verse: “one stiver,” occupying the field, inclosed by an oak
wreath, and surmounted by a royal crown. Legend: “colo-
nies of essequebo & DEMERARA TOKEN.” Value : §0.01.3799.

Half and quarter Stivers were also issued, bearing similar Le-
gends, their denomination occupying the field of the Reverse.

JAMAICA.
In 1822 George IV. ordereil the coinage of the half Dollar

for Jamaica.

1. Half Dollar of George IV. Obverse: Quartered shield,

bearing arms of Great Britain, Scotland, and Ireland, with a

shield of pretence with the arms of Hanover. Legend:
“GEORGIUS IV. D. G. BRiTANNiARUM REX. F: D:” Reverse:

A crowned anchor occu|>ying the field, Roman numerals “II”
at each side of it, signifying two to make one dollar. Legend:
“COLONIAR: BRITAN: .MONET:” {Coloniarum Brifanniarum
Moneta, meaning: Colonial British Money). Exergue: Date
of the year of issue. Weight: 205 grains. Fineness: 895.

Value: §0.49.9597.
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2.

Quarter Dollar of 1822. Obverse and Legend: Same as

Xo. 1.

QUARTER DOLLAR OF JAMAICA, 1822.

Reverse, Legend, and Exergue : Same as No. 1 ;
with the ex-

ception of the Roman numerals “ iv ” appearing at each side of

the anchor. Weight : 102.500 grains. Fineness : 895. Value:

80.24.9798.

3.

One-eighth of a Dollar of 1822. Obverse and Legend :

Same as Xo. 1.

ONE-EIOnTH OF A DOLI.AR OF JAMAICA, 1822.

Reverse, I^egend, and Exergue : Same as Xo. 1, with the ex-

ception of the Roman numerals “vili” appearing at each side

of the anchor. Weight: 51.250 grains. Fineness: 895.

Value: $0.12.4899.

4.

One-sixteenth of a Dollar of 1822. Obverse and Le-

gend: Same as Xo. 1.

OXE-SIXTEENTH OF A DOLLAR OF JAMAICA OF 1822.

Reverse, Ivcgend, and Exergue: Same as Xo. 1, with the ex-
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ception of the Roman numerals “xvi” appearing at each side

of the anchor. Weight : 25.625 grains. Fineness : 895.

Value: $0.06.2449.

In 1869 a Nickel Penny and Half-Penny were struck in

England for Jamaica.

1. Nickel Penny of Queen Victoria, 1869 and since. Ob-

verse : Head of Queen Victoria, facing to the left, surrounded

by a circle of dots. Legend: “VICTORIA QUEEN.” Exergue:

Date of the year of issue.

NICKEL PENNY OF JAMAICA.

Reverse: A shield, upon it five pineapples on a cross, an al-

ligator surmounting it, and below the shield a badge with the

inserii)tion :
“ INDUS UTERQUE SERVIET UNI.” Legend: “JA-

MAICA.” Exergue: “one penny.” Composition: 20 parts

nickel and 80 parts copper. Weight: 150 grains. Value

nominal at 2 cents.

2. Nickel Half-Penny of Queen Victoria of 1869 and since.

Obverse, Leeend, and Exergue: Same as No. 1.

NICKEL HALF-PENNY OF JAMAICA.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “half-
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PENNY.” Composition: Same as No. 1. Weight: 75 grains.

Value, nominal : 1 cent.

BRITISH GUIANA.
During the reign of William IV. there were struck for

circulation in British Guiana silver coins of one, half, and

quarter Guilder.

1. Guilder of William IV. Obverse: Head of William

IV. Ijegend: “gulielmus im. D.‘ g. biutanniar rex f.

D.” Reverse :
“ 1 Guilder,” encircled by oak branches, and

crowned with a royal crown. Legend :
“ British guiana.”

Exergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 120 grains.

Fineness: 816.666. Value: $0.28.3879.

2. Half Guilder of William IV. Obv’crse and Legend:

Same as No. 1. Reverse: Guilder;” rest same as No. 1.

Weight : 60 grains. Fineness: 816.666. Value : $0.14.1939.

3. Quarter Guilder of William IV. Obverse and Ijcgend :

Same as No. 1. Reverse: Guilder;” rest .same as No. 1.

Weight: 30 grains. Fineness: 816.666. Value: $0.07.0969.

EAST INDIA COINS.
Before the Briti.sh Colonies wore establishal, particularly

while the Mogul’s power prevailed in Hindostan, the monetary

system was very simple. There was current throughout those

dominions one principal coin of silver, denominated the “Sicc*a

Rupee.” There were, however, gold coins minted. The prin-

cipal piece was the “ Mohur.” Both the Sicca Rupee and the

Mohur were originally coined of pure silver and gold, without

any alloy.

These denominations of money are still current in India, but

they differ from each other and all have departed from the orig-

inal purity.

The monies of some of the Native Princes are still of a high

degree of fineness, but they are subject to frequent alterations;

and hence the necessity of Shroffs, who are a kind of money
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brokers and assayers, appointed to set a value upon the different

coins that may reejuire examination.

The principal money of account in India is the “ Current

Rupee.” It is an imaginary money, to which real coins are

generally reduced before they are entered into books of account.

This reduction is performed by allowing a certain percentage,

called the “ Batta,” which varies according to circumstances.

There are under the Presidency of Bengal three Mints, the

principal of which is at Calcutta; and the subordinate are: one

at Benares, and the other at Furruckabad.

At the Mint of Calcutta there are coined gold Mohurs and

silver Sicca Rupees. The fineness of both coins is 916.666.

It being found tliat money of the native Legends circulated

more freely than, with English ones, exact imitations of the

native Rupees were issued, even to the defects in the mode of

coinage. Thus, the native dies being always made much larger

than the piece of metal to be coined, the latter only received a

portion of the Legends; except when presentation pieces were

struck, as on the accession of a new monarch.

In 1790, however, machinery was forwarded from England

for the Calcutta mint, and Rupees were issued showing the

entire legend, and properly milled at the edge like American

coins; tliis improvement was shortly afterwards adopted in the

Madras and Bombay mints.

In 1830 the mint was completed in Calcutta with steam-

power, capable of coining 300,000 coins in one working day of

seven hours.

In 1835 it was determined that the Anglo-Indian coinage

should henceforward bear the name of the reigning British

sovereign, with English Legends, the name of the coin only

being repeated in Persian. The native gold coins which at first

circulated at ^Madras were known as “Varahas or Hoons,”

and “ Fanams.” The former is called by the colonists a

“ Pagoda,” the appellation being derived from the Indian

Pagoda on the Obverse. A gold Rupee was afterwards sub-

stituted in the English mints, having native inscriptions similar
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to those or the silver Ru{)ees. The principal gold coin after-

wards received another modification, when the lion rampard,

holding a crown, became the type of the Obverse, and on the

Reverse the name of the coin in native characters. At the

Madras mint, where similar improvements had taken place to

those at Calcutta, very pretty small silver coins were issued, of the

value of five Fanams. In 1808 there was coined at Madras a

lialf Pagoda of silver of alx)ut the size of the American Trade

Dollar. It has a temple in the form of a Pagoda for principal

type, and on the Reverse the Indian deity “Vishnu.” It is

now superseded by the Rupee with the native Legends.

The Madras mint also issued pieces termed “Dubs” or

“Cash-pieces,” being twenty, ten, five and one cash-pieces. The

Dubs or Cash-pieces have the East India Company’s arms on

the Obverse, and their value in Persic on the Reverse. At

Bombay, silver and gold Rupees with native Legends are coined

as at Calcutta and Madras. The Bombay mint is now supplied

with steam-power, and issues the same amount of coins in a day

as that of Calcutta. The early copj>er coins of Bombay were

struck in England. Ceylon has always been supplied with

coins struck in Europe. The elephant formed the principal

type, till the head of the British sovereign was adopted.

A copper coinage has also been struck in England for St.

Helena, with the arms of the East India Company on the Ob-

verse; and the inscription: “ST. hklena jiai.f-pexnv,” and

the date, with a wreath of laurel on the Reverse.

For Fort Marlboro (Bencoolee), half dolkus were issued as

early as 1783; they were coined in the style of the native

money, having Persian legends on the Obverse; but on the

Reverse “ Fort Marlboro” in English, with the date.

The Island of Mauritius was supplied with British coin in

1822 from the mint at Calcutta, where pieces of fifty and twenty-

five Sols or Sous, of a low standard, were issued.

GOLD COINS OF THE M(X5UHS.

1. Mohur, coined under the reign of the Mogul Shah Allum,
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1776. Obverse: Inscription in Persic, which translated means:

“//e v^o is the shadow of God’s favor, the Protector of the reli-

gion of Mahomet, the Mogul Shah Allam, coins money for seven

climates.” Below the date of the Hegira: “1190.” Reverse:

‘^Struck at Calcutta the year eight from the happy accession.”

Weight: 204.700 grains. Fineness : 916.666. Value: §8.07-

.0279.

2. Mohur, coined under the reign of the Mogul Shah Allam,

1789. Obverse: Inscription in Persic, which translated means:

“Coin of the Mogid Shah Allam ;
” below the date of the Hegira:

“1203.” Reverse: ‘'Year nineteen of the happy accession.”

Weight: 204.700 grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value: §8.07-

.0279. These two Mohurs are of 16 Rupees, and are still in

circulation.

Half and Quarter Mohurs of the same devices and in pro-

portion to weight and value are .still in general circulation in

the interior of Hindostan.

3. Mohur of Ti|>poo Sail). Obverse: Inscription in Persic,

which translated means: “The faith of Mahomet, the most excel-

lent in this world, is suppoHcd by the .splendor of the victories of

Hyder. Hyder ! exalted, in equity.” Below : “Struck at Pattan

(Sa-ingapatam) the year pre-eminent in prosperity.” As exergue,

the date of the Indian era: “81 ” instead of the usual Hegira.

The Indian era is divided into Cycles of 60 years each, of which

about 82 Cycles have already passed. “He alone is the equitable

Sultan ; the epoch of the accession was a year of happy omen.”

Weight: 190 grains. Fineness: 983. Value
: §8.02.9725.

This Mohur is very scarce and brings a high premium.

4. Faruki, or Quarter Mohur of Tippoo Sail), 1782-1799.

Obverse: Inscription in Persic, which translated means:

“Mahomet ! He is the only and right Sultan.” Below : The

date of the Hegira: “ 1197 to 1204.” “Famki, struck at Pattan”

[Seringapatam), and the date of Tippoo Saib’s reign which

commenced in 1782 and ended with 1799; in Persian figures.

As exergue: “The letter “h” in Persic; the initial of Mogul

Hyder Ally, father of Tippoo Saib, who fought so bravely

3C*
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apiinst the English troops in 1780, and died in 1782. Weight:

27.250 grains. Fineness: 983. Value: S2.00.7481.
*

5. Pagoda of Hyder Ally. Obverse: Inscription in Persic,

which translated means : “Blessed coin of the conquering Mogul

Hyder Ally." Reverse: “Struck at Arcot in the fifth year of ihe

reign, which God may prolong." Weight : 52,83 grains. Fine-

ne.ss: 916.G66. Value: Sl.91.1113.

G. Pago<la of Tip|>oo Saib. Obverse : Inscription in Persic,

which transhlted means: “Mahomet! He is the power of

equity." Below the date of the Hegira: “ 1197 to 1204.” Re-

verse : “Struck at Pattan." Below the initial
“ H ” of livdcr.

Weight: 52.83 grains. Fineness: 839,925. Value: Sl-91-

.1113.

7. The Zixliacal Rupees are pieces of twelve different im-

pressions, representing the twelve signs of the Zotliac. They

were coined between IGIG and 1G24 of the Christian era, by the

great Mogul Jehangeer, and have long been out of circulation.

They are, however, much sought after, and highly valued as

objects of curiosity. Each sign, or figure, is surrounded by

rays representing the sun
;
and on the Reverse is the following

inscription in native Indian characters, which translated means:

“This ornamented, coin in Agra, found its face (received its im-

pression), in the year (first to ninth) from the Sovereign Jehan-

gecr, son of King Akber."

The Zodiacal Rupees are exceptions to the Mahometan law

which forbids the representation or embossment of figures, but

it is said that Mogul Jehangeer had little respect for his reli-

gion. Under his reign was also .struck a gold coin, a Rupee of

Queen Nour-Mahal, his favorite Queen, who had obtainc<l per-

mission to reign for one day. To perpetuate the memory of

her .short reign, she had a beautiful coin issued which for a long

time circulated largely in Ilindostan. So far as known onlv

four of the.se coins exist in the Museums of Euro|>e; their in-

trinsic value about $8.15 each; their weight 185 grains, their

fineness almost pure gold.

I
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GOLD COINS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY.

1. Mohur of 15 Rupees. Obverse: Coat of arms of the East

Imlia Company, a quartered shield surmounted by a helmet

upon which a lion rampant; the shield is supported by two lions,

each holding a staff, with Union Jack upon the flag. Legend:
“ ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY.” Reverse : In native char-

acters: “TVic Ashrafce or Mohur of the Honorable English Com-

pany.” Wei<;ht: 180 grains. Fineness; 916.666. Value:

§7.09.6979.

2. Mohur of 15 Rupees of 1841 to 1860. Obverse: Head

of Queen Victoria, Legend :
“ victoria queen.” Exergue :

“1841-1860.”

GOLD MOHUR OF 15 RUPEES.

Reverse: A lion, a palm tree occupying the field. Legend:

“east INDIA COMPANY.” Exergue : “one mohur,” and

below, the same in native characters. Weight: 180 grains.

Fineness: 916.666. Value: $7.09.6979.

3.

One-third Mohur of 5 Rupees. Obverse: Quartered

shield surmounted by a lion rampant. Legend: “ENGLISH
east INDIA CO.MPANY.”

ONE-THIRD MOHUR OF 5 RUPEES.

Reverse: Same as No. 1, Weight: 60 grains. Fineness:

916.666. Value: $2.36.5659.
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One Mohur of Queen Victoria, 1862, and since. Ob-

verse: Crowned bust of Queen Victoria. Legend : “victoria

QUEEN.”

MOIIUR OF QUEEN VICTORIA OF 15 RUPEES.

Reverse :
“ one mohur ” — “ india

;

” and below, the date

of the year of issue, the whole in four lines occupying the field,

surrounded by a circle of dots and fancy arabesques. V eight

:

180 grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value: §7.09.6979.

5. Two Pagoda piece of 1799. Obverse: A pagoda of sev-

eral stories high, surrounded by stars; hence often called East

India Star Pagodas; the whole occupying the field. Legend

inscribed upon a belt : “two pagodas,” and the same repeated

in native characters. Reverse: The deity ^ ishnu surrounded

by dots; the whole occupying the field. Li'gend in native

characters, inscribed upon a belt: “maiiomet! he is the

POWER OF EQUITY.” Weight: 105.660 grains. Fineness:

916.666. Value: §3.92.2227.

6. Pagoda of 1799. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Revci-se and Legend : Same as No. 1 . Weight : 52.830 grains.

Fineness: 916.666. A alue: §1.96.11135.

The old Pagodas of the Moguls, especially of Tippoo Saib,

are still in general circulation
;
these pieces differ in shape from

all American and European coins
;
they have a convex, with

prominent dots, and a flat, side, which generally bears a figure,

and in .some three figures of Indian idols.

The Star Pagoda is marked on the convex side with a star;

the Crescent Pag(«la with a crescent.

The Pagodas of Masulipatam have nothing on the convex

side but dots.
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The Pagodas of Tippoo Saib have no figures on the flat side,

but a Legeud iu Persic, which translated means: Mahomet!

The power of equity below, the date of the Hegira. The

Pagodas of Hyder, father of Tippoo Saib, have on the convex

side tlie letter “ H ” in Persic character.

SILVER COIXS OF EAST INDIA.

The silver coins of the Moguls are devoid of likenesses: their

Koran forbids the use of them on their coins
;
therefore they

have only inscriptions of the name and era of the ruling Mogul.

The silver coins of the East India Company, which was

founded by charter from Queen Elizabeth, in 1602, are quite

handsome. The East India Company soon found that the

Spanish Dollar was the best piece they could carry thitlier,

being better than bullion, as the nativ'cs were well acquainted

with them, and liked them better than any other kind
;
they

therefore applied to Queen Elizabeth for liberty to export a

certain quantity of these pieces yearly, alleging that her own
money was not known there, for which very reason the Queen

refused to grant it, being determined that if they were not

acquainted with her coins, they should be; therefore she ordered

a ])articular sort of money to be struck on purpose for this trade,

of the same weight and fineness as the Spanish Dollar, but with

her royal arms and device of the Portcullis, called from thence

the Portcullis money.

The Portcullis forms part of the armorial shield of the Tudor

family.

1. Crown or Ryal of Elizabeth. Obverse: Crowned quar-

tered shield, bearing arms of England and France; the lettei’s

“e” and “r” crowned at the side of the shield, the whole sur-

roundetl by a circle of dotted lines. Legend: “ ei.izaretii, d.

G. ANG: fra: et hirer: regixa.” Reverse: Portcullis sur-

mounted by a large royal crown. Legend: ‘‘pasvi. PEV.m.

adivtor. mevm.” (/ have made God my helper). Weight: 420

grains. Fineness: 900. A'alue: $1.00.

There was also coined halves, quarters and eighths of this
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Portcullis money, of the same devices and bearing the same

Legends as Xo. 1, only in projwrtion to size and weight; their

value of course corresponding accordingly.

Upon the marriage of Charles II. with the Infanta Catherine

of Portugal, in 1662, the island and port of Bombay were ceded

to him as part of her portion, and by him ceded to the East

India Company in 1668.

Among the first money coined in the Bombay mint was the

silver Rupee.

2. Silver Rupee of the East India Company, struck at Bom-
bay, by authority of Charles II. Obverse; “the rupee of bom-

baim;" occupying the field, two rosettes below. Legend:
“ 1678. BY AUTHORITY OF CHARLES THE SECOND.” Reverse :

Crowned quartered shield bearing the arras of England, France,

Ireland and Scotland. Ivegcnd :
“ KINO OF GREAT britaine,

FRANCE AND IRELAND.” "Weight: 175 grains. Fineness:

916.666. Value: $0.45.3698.

3. Bombay Rupee of the East India Company. Obv’erse:

“ PAX DEo” {God’s Peace), occupying the field, surroundeil by

a circle of large dots. Legend: “moneta bo.mbaiensis

”

{Money of Bombay). Reverse : Shield, bearing the arms of

England and France upon two of the upper middle compart-

ments, at each side a star
;
below and middle of the field two

vessels, still lower one vessel
;
the whole surrounded by palm

branches. Xo Legend. This piece is smaller than the usual

Rupee; but is thicker in proportion. Weight: 175 grains.

Fineness: 916.666. Value: §0.45.3698.

4. Bombay Rupee of the E. I. C. Obverse: Same as Xo.

3, only in Indian characters. Reverse; Same as Xo. 3.

Weight, Finenes.s, and Value: Same as Xo. 3.

5. Rupee of the East India Company of 1687. Obverse:

Shield, bearing arms of the Ea.st India Company. Reverse:

“mon: BOMBAY ANGLIC REGIMS.” Weight: 175 grains.

Fineness: 916.666. Value: §0.45.3698.

6. Fanam, or one-fifth of a Rupee of the hk I. Co., of 1687.

Obverse: Same as Xo. 5. Reverse: Same as Xo. 5. Weight:

35 grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value: §0.09.0739.
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7. Bombay Rupee of the E. I. Co. Obverse: “ moet bom-
bay ANGLIC REGIM.” {Money of the English Regime). Le-
gend :

“ HON soc ANG. IND. ORE ” {Honorable Society of the

English Indian Corporation). Reverse: Same as No. 3. Le-

gend :
“ INCREMENTUM A DJ:o ET PAX ” {Increase with God

and peace). Weight : 175 grains. Fineness : 916.666. Value:
SO.45.3698.

8. Sicca Rupee of Mogul Shah Allam of 1789. Obverse:

Inscription in Persic which translated means : ‘^Struck in the

seven climates by the shadow of God’s favor, Shah Allam, Mogul,

disciple in the faith of Mahomet.”

SICCA RUPEE OF SHAH ALLAM.

Reverse : ‘‘Struck at Rattan, in the nineteenth year of the august

and glorious reign of the Mogul, Shah Allam.” Weight: 185
grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value: 30.47,9048. Some of

the Sicca Rupees hear the date of the Hegira instead of the

year of the Mogul’s reign. The East India Company has

struck for many years the Sicca Rupee with the nineteenth year

of Mogul Shah Allam’s reign.

9. The Arcot Rupee of Mogul Hyder. Obverse: Inscrip-

tion in Persic, which translated means: “Blessed coin of the con-

quering Mogul Hyder Ally.” Reverse : “Struck at Arcot in the

ninth year of the reign,” and the date of the Hegira below

;

which corresponds with 1781. Weight: 185 grains. Fineness:

916.666. Value: 30.47.9048. Most of the Rupees of Hyder
and Tippoo Saib are so badly coined that the inscriptions are

hardly legible.

10. Sultanee Rupee of Tippoo Saib. Obverse: Inscription

in Persic, which translated means: “The faith of Mahomet, the
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most ercellent m this worlds is supported by the splendor of the vic-

tories of Ilyder. Ilydcr! ejcalted in equity; struck at Seringapatam,

the year pre-eminent in prosperity." Below, tlic date of the

Hegira. Reverse: He alone is the equitable Sultan: the epoch

of the accession was a year of hapjyy omen.” A\'eight: 185

grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value: $0.47.9048.

11. Half Rupee of Tippoo Saib. Obverse: Inscription in

Persic, which translated means: “The faith of Mahomet is sup-

ported by the splendor of the victories of Tippoo Saib.” Reverse

:

“Stmck at Seringapatam, the year pre-eminent in gloi'y and pros-

perity.” Weight: 92.500 grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value:

$0.23.9524.

12. Quarter Rupee of Tippoo Saib. Obverse: Inscription

in Persic, which translated means: “Blessed coin of the glorious

Mogul Tippoo Saib.” Reverse: “Struck at Seringapatam in the

victorious reign of the Mogul Tippoo Saib.” Weight: 46.250

grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value: $0.11.9762.

13. Half Pagoda. Obverse: A Pagoda nine stories high,

surrounded by a belt upon which the Legend :
“ half pagoda

and the same repeated in native characters. Reverse: Indian

Deitv, Vishnu, at each side dots formed into the sha|>c of a

cross and string; and surrounded by three circles formed of

dots. Weight : 326 grains. Fineness : 902. Value : $0.83-

.1340.

14. Quarter Pagoda. Obverse and Legends: Same as No.

13.

QUARTER PAGODA.

Reverse: Same as No. 13. Weight: 164 grains.

902. Value: $0.41.5670.

Fineness

;
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15. Rupee of William IV. Obverse : Head of AVilliara IV.
Legend: “ wili.ia.m iiii king.” Reverse; “one rupee,”
below the same repeated in native characters; the whole snr-

rounded by a lanrel wreath, crossed and tied. Legend :
“ east

INDIA COMPANY.” Excrgue : Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 180 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: $0.47.1446.

16. Rupee of Queen Victoria, 1840-1860. Obverse: Head
of Queen Victoria. Legend :

“ victoria quee.n.” Reverse :

Same as No. 15. Weight: 180 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: §0.47.1446.

17. Rupee of Queen Victoria of 1861 and since. Obverse:

Bust of C^ueen Victoria, crowned. Legend :
“ victoria

QUEEN.” Reverse: “one rupee.” “ India,” and the date of

the year of issue; surrounde<l by arabesques of flowers and
leaves. Weight : 180 grains. Fineness : 925. Value: §0.47-

.1446.

18. Half Rupee of Queen Victoria of 1840-1860. Obverse
and Legend; Same as No. 16. Reverse: “half rupee,”
and the same repeated in native characters

;
rest same as No.

16. Weight: 90 grains. Fineness: 925. Value: §0.23-

.5723.

19. Half Rupee of Queen Vietoria of 1861 and since. Ob-
verse and Legend : Same as No. 17.

HALF rupee of QUEEN VICTORIA.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 17. Weight : 90 grains.
Fineness: 925. Value: §0.23.5723.

20: Quarter Rupee of Queen Victoria. Obverse and Le-
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gends : Same as No. 16 and 17. Reverse: “ J rupee rest

same as No. 16 and 17. Weight: 45 grains. Fineness: 925.

Value: §0.11.78615.

20.

Two Annas of Queen Victoria. Obvei'se and Legend :

Same as No. 16.

TWO ANNAS OF QUEEN VICTORIA.

Reverse: “two annas,” the same rej>eated below in native

characters; the whole surrounded by branches of laurel, crossed

and tied. Legend :
“ east India company.” Exergue : Date

of the year of issue. Weight : 22.500 grains. Fineness : 925.

Value: §0.05J.

21. Double Fanam of Charles II. Obverse: An East India

idol. Reverse: Two “c’®*,” crossed, saltier-wise. Weight: 70

grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value: §0.18.1478.

22. Fanam of Charles II. Obverse and Reverse: Same as

No. 21. Weight: 35 grains. Fineness: 916.666. Value:

§0.09.0739.

TUTANAGUE OR TIN COINS OF EAST INDIA.

1. Pice of 1717-1718. Obverse: I^arge crown, surmounted

by the letters “g. r.” {George Rex), below the crown “bomb.”

Reverse: “auspicio regiset senates .\ngeiae;” and the

date of the year of issue. Value entirely nominal.

2. Half Pice of 1739. Obverse, Reverse and Value: Same

as No. 1. There were also coined that year some half Pice

pieces with “ 4 p.” on the Obverse, and “ E. i. c.” on the Re-

verse. Value entirely nominal.

COPPER COINS OF EAST INDIA.

1. 4 Pice of 1791, and the last coin struck in England for

circulation in the East Indies. Obverse : A heart-shaped
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shield, quartered, bearing the letters “v. E. I. c.” in each angle

(
United East India Company), above the heart a clumsy figure

“4,” meaning: 4 Pice. Reverse: A pair of scales; below in

native characters: “adil” {Just weight). Value entirely

nominal at 1 cent.

2. Half Anna of 1832. Obverse: Arms of the East India
Conipany. Legend : “east India cximpany,” and in a scroll

beneath “aus. reg. et. sen. ang.” {Auspicio Itegiset Senatus

Angiiae). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse : Pair

of scales. Legend :
“ iiaef anna.” Exergue : “adil,” mean-

ing: (Just weight). Value nominally H cents.

3. Quarter Anna of the E. I. Co. Obverse and Legend

:

Same as Xo. 2. Reverse: A pair of scales, above them “ quar-
ter ANNA,” and below “just weight.” Exergue: “1246”
of the Hegira, which corresponds with A. D. 1830.

4. One Pie or Pice of 1795, altered from the earlier Anglo-
Indian types of coins of Charles II. and James II., and issued

Avith Legend in native character, having upon the Obverse:

“/n the S7th year of the reign of Shah Allam.” Reverse : In

Bengalee, X’ajari and Persian characters “ one pai sicca”

—

the term Sicca, in reference to the standard weight of that

name.

5. One Pie or Pice of E. I. Co., 1831, in imitation of the

aforementioned native coin. It was made thicker, but smaller

in diameter, and the Legends differently disposed on the

Obverse. Reverse: “one pie,” and the same repeated in

Bengalee characters. Value entirely nominal at one-fourth of

a cent.

6. Four Pie or Pice piece of 1833. Obverse: Arms of E.

I. Co. Reverse : Large figure “ 4 ” inclosed in a wreath.

Value nominal at one cent.

7. One Pice or Pie piece of 1833. Obverse: Arms of E. I.

Co. Exergue: “ 1833. Reverse: anna,” and the same
rejieated in native characters: the whole inclosed by two
branches of laurel. Legend :

“ EAST INDIA COMPANY.”
8. One Half Anna of 1835. Obverse: Arms of the E. I.
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Co., a scroll with “ausp. keg. sex. axg.” upon it. Reverse;
“ HALF AXXA ” ill two lines surrounded by oak branches,

crossed and tie<l. Legend: “ east India company.” Value:

One and a half cents.

9. Quarter Anna of 1835. Obverse and Reverse: Same as

No. 8, only the inscription on Reverse is changed to “ ONE
QUARTER ANNA ” ill three lines. Value, nominally at three-

quarters of a cent.

10. Twenty Cash piece of the E. I. Co. Obverse: Arms
of the Ea.st India Company. Legend: “east India com-

pany.” Exergue : DaU* of the year of issue from 1803 to 1815.

Reverse : In Persic letters “ xx cash.” Value entirely nom-

inal at one cent.

11. Ten Cash and 5 Cash pieces. Obverse and Reverse;

Same as No. 10, with the exception that “ x ” and “ v ” take

the place of “ xx.” Values entirely nominal at a half and a

quarter cent.

12. One Cash piece. Obverse: Lion rampant. Reverse:

“1 CASH.” Value, nominally one-twentieth part of a cent.

13. Cent, Half Cent and Quarter Cent pieces of Queen

Victoria. Obverse : Head of Queen Victoria, the hair encircled

by a diadem. Legend: “victoria queen.” Reverse; A
wreath inclosing :

“ one cent,” “ half cent ” and “ quarter
CENT.” Legend: “ ea.st India company.” Exergue: Date

of the year of issue, beginning with 1845.

14. One Quarter Anna of Queen Victoria of 1862 aud since.

In 1858 the British government ceased to coin money for the

E. I. Co., and from that date the Legend of “ east India com-

pany ” disappears from all the East India coins. Obverse:

Crowned bust of (^ueen Victoria. Legend :
“ victoria queen.”

Reverse: “one quarter anna” — “ India,” and the date

of the year of issue, occupying five lines of the field
;
surrounded

by a circle of dots. No Ijegend or Exergue; but in their stead

a heavy arabesque border of leaves and flowers. Value entirely

nominal at three-quarters of a cent
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GREECE.
From 1453 to 1829 Greece under Turkish rule had no coins

of her own
;
using the Piasters and Paras of Turkey.

In 1827 Capo D’Istria was chosen governor of the new Greek

republic, but being unpopular in the extreme, he was assassi-

nated in 1831. His coinage is limited to a few coins only. Ilis

coins were struck at iEgina, in 1829, by means of a coining

press that had been used formerly by the Knights of Malta.

These coins consisted of the “phoenix” of 100 Leptas, in

silver, and the Lepton, five and ten Lepta pieces in copper.

1. Phoenix, silver. Obverse: A Phoenix, a cross above its

head. Legend : eaaanikh. noAiTEiA, 1821” (Siaie of

Greece, 1821). Reverse: A wreath of olive and laurel branches,

inclosing Value and Legend :
“ ktbepnhthS I. A. kaho ai2-

TPIA2, 1828 ” {Governor J. A. Capo D'Mria, 1828). Weight

:

47 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.10.666.

2. Twenty Lepta cojiper piece. Obverse and Legend : Same
as Xo. 1. Reverse': “ 20 lepta,” rest same as Xo. 1. Value,
nominally 3J cents.

3. Ten and Five Lepta copper piece. Same as Xo. 2, only

upon the Reverse :
“ 10 and 5 lepta ” instead of “ 20.” Value

about one and a half and three-quarters of a cent.

4. The Lepton copper piece. Same as Xo. 2 and 3, only

upon the Reverse the word “ aehton” (Lepton) occupying the

field. Value one-fifteenth of a cent.

In 1832 Otto of Bavaria was elected King of Greece, and in

that year a new coinage was inaugurated.

GOLD COIXS OF KIXG OTTO.

1. Forty Drachma piece of King Otto. Obverse: Head of

Otto. Legend : “oenx basiaf.ts the eaaaaos ” (Otho King
of the Greeks). Reverse: Crowned shield bearing the arms of

Greece (azure; a cross argent), with the arms of Bavaria in the

centre of the cross, inclosed between two branches of laurel.
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Exergue: “40 apaxmai.” (40 Drachmas), and the date of the

year of issue. Weight: 178.274 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.90.4544.

2. Twenty Drachma piece of Otto. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 1.

TWENTY DRACHMAS OF OTHO.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “20 apaxmai” (20

Drachmas), and the date of the year of issue. Weight : 89.137

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.45.2274.

SILVER COINS OF KING OTTO.

1. Five Drachmas of Otto. Obverse : Head of Otto facing to

the right. Legend: “ ooax rasiaets tue eaaaaox ” {Oiho

King of the Greeks).

FIVE drachmas of OTHO.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing the arras of Greece with

the arms of Bavaria in the centre, surrounded by laurel

branches, a sectional line dividing the Exergue :
“ 5 apaxmai "

(5 Drachmas), and below, the date of the year of issue. Weight

:

345.452 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.87.1964.
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2.

Drachma of Otho. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

DRACHMA OF OTHO.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “iapaxmh’’ {One

Drachma). Weight: 69.090 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

$0.17.4393.

3.

Half Drachma of Otho. Obverse and Ijcgend : Same as

No. 1.

HAI.F DRACHMA OF OTHO.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “ J apaxmh ” {Half

Drachma). Weight : 34.545 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

$0.08.7196.

4.

Quarter Drachma of Otho. Obverse and Reverse: Same
as No. 1. Exergue on Reverse: apaxmh” {Quarter

Drachma). Weight : 17.272 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$0.04.3598.

COPPER COINS OF OTHO.

1. Ten Lepta piece. Obverse: Crowned shield, bearing the

arms of Greece. Legend :
“ basiakia the eaaaaos ” {King-

dom of Greece). Reverse: “ 10 aehta ” (Ten Lepta), and the

date of the year of issue inclosed in a heavy wreath of laurel.

Value, nominal, at $0.01.7440.

2. Five Lepta piece. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.
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Reverse: “5 {Five Lepta). Rest same as No. 1.

Value: 80.00.8719.

3. Two Lepta piece. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

Reverse :
“ 2 aehta ” {Two Lepta). Rest same as No. 1.

Value: §0.00.3488.

4. Lepton. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse:

“aeiiton” {Lepton). Rest same as No. 1. Value: §0.00.1744.

From 1833 to 1847 the branches of the wreath on Reverse

were composed of laurel, and solid all round. In 1847 to 1863,

olive branches took the place of the laurel wreath, and were

fastened below
;
the Legend :

“ BASIAEIA ” {King) was changed

to “basiaeion” {Kingdom).

The reign of Otto was not a fortunate one, and his unpopu-

larity ended in a revolution in 1863. During this uprising

King Otto abdicated the throne of Greece, and retired to Ba-

varia.

Soon after Prince George, of Denmark, accepted the then

vacant throne, and in 1867 joined the Lutiu Union, adapting

his coins to the French Franc monetary .system.

GOLD COINS OF KING GEORGE I.

1. One Hundred Drachma.s. Obverse: Head of George I,

Legend :
“ rEOPrios A ! basiasts t«n eaahnqn ” {George /.,

King of the Greeks). Exergue; Date of the year of issue. Re-

verse : The Greek shield, inclosed by heavy drapery suspended

from a crown above, while on a ribl)ou running across the

drapery, are the words “izxTE MOT n ATAiiH Ter aaot”

{My strength is in my jwople's love). lA'gcnd :
“ rasiaEION

THE EAAAA02 ” {Kingdom of the GreeLs). Exergue: “100

apaxmai” (100 Drachmas). Weight: 497.816 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §19.30,

2. Fifty Drachmas. Obverse and Legend : Same ns No. 1.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 1 . Exergue :
“ 50 apaxmai ”

(50 Drachmas). Weight : 248.908 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value: §9.65.

3. Forty Drachmas. Obverse and I.K?gend : Same as No. 1.
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Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “40

apaxmai ” (40 DracAr/ww). Weight : 199.1235 grains. Fine-

ne.ss : 900. Value: $7.72.

4. Twenty Drachmas. Obverse and Legend: Same as No.

1.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “20

apaxmai ” (20 Drachmas). Weight: 99.561 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §3.86.

5. Ten Drachmas. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “10

APAXMAi ” (10 Drachmas). Weight: 49.769 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §1.93.

6. Five Drachmas. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “5 apaxmai”
(5 Drachmas). Weight: 24.876 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §0.96 J.

SILVER COINS OF KING GEORGE I.

1. Five Drachmas. Obverse: Head of George I. Legend:
“ pEapnos A ! basiaets ton eaahnqn ” {George I., King of

the Gi’celcs). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse

:

The Greek shield, inclosed by heavy drapery suspended from a

crown above, while on a ribbon running across the drapery are the

words: “I2XT2 MOT H ATAHH TOT aaot" (My strength is in

my people's love). Ijegend :
“ BA2IAEIOX the eaaaao2 ” {The

Kingdom of the Greeks). Exergue :
“ 5 APAXMAI "

(5 Drach-

mas). Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

§0.964.

2. Two Drachmas. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “2 apaxmai”

(2 Di’achmas). Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §0.38.600.

3. One Drachma. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 1. E.xergue: “1 apaxmh”
(1 Drachma). Weight: 77.161 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §0.19.300.

4. Fifty Lepta. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

3D
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Reverse; A large crown occupying the field. Legend: Same

as No. 1. Below the crown: “50 aeiita ” (50 Lepta). Ex-

ergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight ; 38.580 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value; 00.09.650.

5. Twenty Lepta. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 4. Below the crown :
“ 20

AEnTA” (20 Lepla), Exergue; Date of the year of issue.

Weight: 15.432 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.07.720.

COPPER COINS OF KING OTHO.

1. Ten Lepta. Obverse: Crowned shield of Greece. Le-

gend: “basiaeion the EAAAA02 ” {Kingdom of the Greehi).

Reverse: “ 10 aehta” (10 Lepta), and the date of the year of

issue, surrounded by a heavy laurel wreath. Value, entirely

nominal at 1| cents.

2. Five Lepta. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Re-

verse: “5 aehta” (5 Lepta); rest same as No. 1. Value;

nominally at seven-eighths of a cent.

3. Two Lepta. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1. Re-

verse; “2 aehta” (2 Ijepia); rest same as No. 1. Value:

nominally at three-sixteenths of a cent.

4. Lepton. Obverse and I^egend : Same as No. 1. Re-

verse: “af.htox” (Zc^/om).

BRONZE COINS OF KING GEORGE I.

1. Ten Lepta. Obverse: Head of George I. IjCgend

:

“rEOF^nos A ! basiaets thn eaahnqn.” Exergue: Date of

the year of issue. Reverse: “ 10 aehta ” (10 Lepta), surrounded

by a laurel wreath. Legend; “aih boaOn” {Two Obolons).

Value: entirely nominal at I| cents.

2. Five Ix-pta. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1. Re-

verse: “5 aehta;” rest same as No. 1. I.,egend ; “boaos”
{Obol). Value; nominally at seven-eighths of a cent.

3. Two I^epta. Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Re-

verse: “2 AEHTA,” surrounded by a laurel wreath. Value:

nominally at three-sixteenths of a cent.
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4, Lepton. Obverse and Legend; Same as No. 1. Reverse:

“AEnTON” {Lepton); rest same as No. 4.

HOLLAND.
In 1795 the territory of the Netherlands was conquered by

the French, and formed soon after into the Batavian Republic.

In 1806 Na{K)leon the First changed it into the Kingdom of

Holland, and in 1810 it was incorporated into the French Empire.

After the fall of Napoleon it was, in 1815, erected into a king-

dom with Belgium. In 1830 the Belgians took advantage of

the revolution in France, and have maintained to this day their

independence. The Netherlands now exist as a distinct king-

dom, comprising the seven principalities : Holland, Zealand,

West Friesland, Utrecht, Guelderland, Overyssel, and Gron-

ingen. Each of the seven provinc*es had its own mint. Their

coins, however, have differed but little. They are generally

quite readily distitiguished by the name of the Province, which

aj)|>ears in an abbreviated form at the end of the Legend.

Thus the coins of the Province Holland are known by IIoU.

or Holland

;

those of Zealand by Zel. or Zeelandta—sometimes

merely the letter Z

;

those of West Frioslaiul by West/.

;

those

of Utrecht by Tra. or Traject; those of Guelderland by Gcldria;

those of Overyssel by Tran., Transisal, or Transimlania ; those

of Groningen by Gron.

GOLD COINS.

1. The Ryder. Obverse: Armed horseman above the arms

of the province. Legend :
“ mo. aur. peo. confoed. belo.

zELAND.” {Honda Aurece Provincice Confcederationis Bdgicoe

Zelandioe, meaning : Gold coin of Zealand, province of the Belgic

Confederacy). Reverse; Arms of the seven United Provinces,

with “ 14 ol” (14 Guilders or Florins), in the field. Legend :
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“CONCORDIA RES PARVAE CRESCENT ” (*Sffia/Z things increase

bu concord). Weight : 153.500 grains. Fineness : 917. Value:

§5.63.4996.

2. DuUaat of Lcnlewig Napoleon, 1809. Obverse : Head of

Louis Napoleon. Legend :
“ lodew. nap. kon. van hoel.”

(Lodcu-ig Napoleon Koning Van Holland, meaning : Louis Na-

poleon, King of Holland). Reverse : Quartered shield, bearing

two French Eagles and two Ilollandish lions, surmounted by a

large royal crown; beneath the shield “ 1809.” Legend:

“HOLLAND koningrijk” {Kingdem of Holland). Weight:

53.92 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §2.28.1169.

3. Dukaat of 1817 and since. Obverse: Knight in armor,

sword drawn in dexter, bundle of arrows in sinister hand
;
at

the side of Knight the year of issue, divided. Legend : “Con-

cordia RES PARVAE CRESCENT.” Above and at the side of

helmet of Knight the mint-marks.

DUCAT OF HOLLAND.

Reverse :
“ mo. aur. reg. belgii ad. legem imperii.” {Mem-

eta Aurece Regnum Belgii ad legem imperii, meaning : Gold coin

of the Kingdom of Belgium according to the law of the Empire).

This gold Ducat was coined first for the province of Belgium

under Nethcrland’s rule, but has ever since been struck by Hol-

land for general circulation. In 1831, during the revolution in

Poland, Russia coined the Hollandi.sh Ducat for circulation in

Poland and the Russian Empire, continuing ever since to coin

these Ducats, according to the mint regulations of Holland, with

respect to Weight, Fineness, and Impression, distinguishing it

from the Dutch Ducat by the Polish eagle at the beginning of

the Legend. Russia and Hollaud still use the words :
“ reg-
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NUM BELQii ” upon their coins. Weight : 53.92 grains. Fine-

ness : 983. Value : S2.28J.

4.

Ten Guilders of Willem of 1816-1840. Obverse: Head

of William I. Legend :
“ willem koning der ned. g. h. v.

L.” ( Willem Koning der Nederlanden, Groot Hcrtog van Luxem-

burg, meaning: William, King of the Netherlands, Grand Duke

of Luxemburg).

10 GUILDERS, OR FLORINS OF WILLIAM, 1816-1840.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Holland, the lion

rampant, with a sword in his right and a bundle of arrows in

his left paw; “ 10” at the left of shield, and “g.” at the right

(10 Guilders or Florins). Legend: “hunt van het koning-

RYK DER NEDERLANDEN,” and the date of the year of issue

( Coin of the Kingdom of the Netherlands). Round the edge

:

“ GOD ZIJ MET ONS ” {God be with us). Weight : 103.828 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: 84.01.4862.

5.

Five Guilders of Willem of 1816-1840. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 4.

FIVE GUILDEi:S, OR FLORINS OF WILLIAM, 1816-1840.

Reverse : Same as No. 4, with the exception of 5 G.” taking

the place of “ 10 G.,” and the edge grained. Weight: 51.914

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $2.00.7431.

6.

Ten Guilders of Willem II. of 1840-1849. Obverse:

Head of William II. Legend: “willem ii koning der
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NED. G. H. V. L.” Reverse: Shield, bearing the arms of Hol-

land, the lion rampant, a helmet above the shield
;
the whole

upon a mantle of ermine, draped from a crown from above.

Legend: “10 gulden” (10 Guilders or Florins). Exergue:

Date of the year of issue. Weight: 103.828 grains. Fineness:

!)00. Value: ^4.01.4862.

7.

Five Guilders of Willem II. of 1841-1849. Obverse

aud Legend : Same as No. 6.

EIVE GUILDERS, OR FLORINS OF tVILLIAM II., 1840-1849,

Reverse and Exergue : Same as No. 6. Legend :
“ funf

oVL,T)Eii” {Five Guilda's or Florins). Weight: 51.914 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $2.00.7431.

8. Double William of 20 Florins of William III., 1849 and

since. Obverse: Head of William III. Ijcgend ;
“ god zij

MET OKS ” {God be with us) Exergue :
“ koning willem de

deude” {Kinf/ William the Third). Reverse: Crownetl shield,

upon it lion rampant. “20” at the left and “g” at the right

of .shield (20 Guilders or Florins). Legend: “ko.ninguijk

DER NEDERLANDs, and the date of the year of i.ssue. Weight

:

207.656 grains. Fineness: 900. Value; $8.02.9724.

9. William of 10 Florins of William III. Obverse, Le-

gend, and Exergue : Same as No. 8.

WIl.LIAM OF 10 GUILDERS OR FI.ORINS OF WILLIAM III.
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Reverse and Ijegend: Same as No. 8, only ‘‘10 g” taking

the place of “ 20 G.” Weight : 103.828 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value: $4.01.4862.

10. Half William of 5 Florins of William III. Obverse,

Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 8. Reverse and Legend :

Same as No. 8, only “5 g” taking the place of “20 G.”

Weight: 51.914 grains. Fineness : 900. Value
: $2.00.7431

.

There are yet a few Double Ducats in circulation of former

coinage, hearing the same Impressions and Legends as the

Ducat, described as coin No. 3, only larger in proportion.

Weight: 107.84 grains. Fineness: 983. Value: $4.59.

SILVER COINS.

In 1680 there were coined Half Pound Flemish silver pieces

of 10 Shillings, each Shilling being again divided into 12

Groats. The Groat was again equal to a Half Stiver: the

Stiver of that period is worth about 2 cents.

1. Crown or Ten Shillings Current of Zealand. Obverse:
Knight in armor, carrying a sword, one leg hidden by a crowned
shield, with wavy lines to re|>resent water, with a lion rampant
rising from it. Legend :

“ luctok et emekgo.”

CROWX oil TEX SHILEIXG.S CERKEXCY OP ZEELAND, 1689.

Reverse: Seven shields. “10 s. c.,” in the field. (Ten
Shillings currency) “mo.no. arg. ord. zeelandle, 1689.’’

Weight: 462 grains. Fineness: 917. Value: $1.20.
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2. Crown or Ten Shillings Current of Gueklrcs. Obverse

:

Knight in armor, both legs hidden by a shield, upon which is

a lion rampant. Legend: “MO. ARO. PRO. confce. belg. gel.

{Moncia Aureie Frovincioe Covfoederaiionis BeUjictz Gehia;;

meaning: Silver money of Gucldrcs, a province of the P>elgic con-

federacy).

CROWN OR TE.V SHILLINGS OF GUELURE.S, IGDG.

Reverse: Uon rampant. Legend: “wnfidens BNO. NON.

MOVLTVR,” and the date of the year of issue. ^\ eight . 462

grains. Fineness: 917. Value: $1.20.

3. Dueatoon of Utrecht, 1801. Obverse: Armed horseman,

below the arms of the province Utrecht, a crowned shield, with

cross and lion rampant, borne double. Legend: “.MO: no:

arg: confce: belg: pro: trai.” {Moneta Nova Argentea Con-

fcederatariim Belgicarum Provinciae Trnjcctus, meaning : New

silver money of Utrecht, a province of the Belgic Confederacy).

DUCATOON of UTRECHT, 1794.
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Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing a lion rampant, carry’uig

a sword and a bundle of arrows, supported by two lions. I^e-

gend: “concordia res parvas crescunt.” Weight: 522
grains. Fineness: 937. Value: ^1.33.GG25.

4. Half Ducatoon of Utrecht. Obverse and Legend : Same
as Xo. 3. Reverse and Legend: Same as Xo. 3. Weio-ht:

261 grains. Fineness: 937. Value: $0.66.8312.
5. Ihree Guilder or Florin piece of Utrecht, 1793. Obverse:

Crowned shield, w’ith cross and lion rampant, borne double.
Legend: “mo. no. argent, ordin. traj.” {Mmuia Nova
Argenlea Ordinum Trajectiis; meaning: Common new silver

coin of Utrecht).

THREE GUILDER OR FLORIN PIECE OF UTRECHT.

Reverse: A full-length female figure, holding in her dexter
hand a lance, with the jioint downward and resting upon the
ground

j a hat hung upon the other end
j
her left arm resting

upon a clasped book, which stands upon its end, and is sup°
ported by a pedestal. Legend: “hac nitimvr. hanc. tve-
mvr” {This we support, on this we depend). Date: 1793,
Weight: 487 grains. Fineness: 917. Value: $1.20.

6.

Silver Lion of the revolted Xcthcrlands, 1790. Obverse:
Don rampant, supporting a shield with his left paw, and sword
in the right. Legend :

“ domine est regnum ”
(
The Kingdom

is the Lord’s).



890 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

Reverse: A sun, with eleven escutcheons round it. Legend:
ET IPSE DOMiXABiTvn GENTIVM ” {And he himself shall reign

SILVER LION OF NETUERLANIXS, 1790.

over the Nations). Around the e<lge: “quid fortius leone”
( ir/mt is stronger than a lion)

f

Weight: 607 grains. Fine-

ness: 871. Value: $1.05.

7. Florin of the revolted Netherlands, 1790. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 6. Reverse: Two joineil hands and

eleven arrows, with the mark “1 flor” (One Florin). Le-

gend: “ ET IPSE DOMINABITUR GENTIUM.” Weight: 144.500

grains. Fineness: 867. Value: $0.34.4710.

8. Florin of the revolted Netherlands, 1791. Obverse: Lion.

Legend: “ mon. nov. arg. prov. F(ED. belg.” {New silver

coin of the Confederated Belgic Provinces).

Reverse: Two joined hands and eleven arrows, with the

mark “ 1 FLOR.” Legend ;
“ IN UNIONE salvs.” {Safety in

Union). Weight: 144.500 grains. Fineness: 867. Value:

$0.34.4710.

9. Three Guilder or Florin of West Friesland. Obverse:

Crowned shield, bearing a lion rampant

;

at the left of shield

“ 3,” and at the right “ GL.” (3 Gidden). Legend :
“ MO : arg :

ORD : F(ED : belg: w-e.st f." {Moneta Aurece Provincioe Con-

feederationis Belgicee West Frieslandia:

;

meaning: Silver money

of llcst Friesland, a Province of the Belgic Confederation).
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Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 5. Weight : 487 grains.

Fineness: 917. Value: $1.20.

THREE GUILDERS OR FLORIXS OF WEST FRIESLAND.

9. Three Guilders or Florins of Guelders and Zealand. Ob-
verse: Crowned shield, bearing lion Legend: “mo:
ARO: ORD : BELG : D: GEL: & c : z

:
[Common silver coin of

the Duchy of Guelders and the County of Zealand of the Belgic
Federation).

THREE GUILDERS OR FLORINS OF GUELDERS AND ZEALAND.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 5. Weight : 487 grains.
Fineness: 917. Value: $1.20.

10. Rijksdaaler of Utrecht. Obverse : Knight in armor, one
leg hidden by a crowned shield, upon which the arms of the
province of Utrecht, in his dexter hand a drawn sword. Le-
gend :

“ MO : NO : arg : pro : CONFCE : belo : trai.’’
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Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing lion rampant; at the left

of shield “ 18,” and at the right “ 01.” Legend :
“ coscordia

BBS PABV.E CBEScr>T.” ^Veight : 438 grains. Fineness:

858. Value: S0.984.

11. Rijksdaaler of Zealand. Obverse: Knight in armor,

holding a crowne<l shield, bearing a lion rampant emerging from

the waves. Legend: «MOK: NOV: ARG. PRO. OOSFCED. BEI^.

COM. ZEL.” (Veic sUver coin of Zealand a Province of the Bclepc

Confederation).

RIJKSDAALER OP ZEALAJTD, 1813.

Reverse and Legend : Same as Xo. 10, with the exception

that “1813” instead of “1801” is divided by the shield.

Weight: 450 grains. Fineness: 858. Value: S1.02.

12. Half Rijksdaaler of the Provinces of the Belgic ^n-

federation, l»ear the same devices and Legends as the Rijks-

daalers No. 10 and 11. Weight: 216 grains. Fineness: 858.

Value : 00.47.255.
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13. Daalder of 30 Stivers of West Friesland of 1686. Ob-

verse : Crowned shield, bearing arms of West Friesland, two

lions courant. Legend : “devs. forti. et. spes. nost:’’ [God

our strength and hope).

DAALDER OF 30 STIVERS OF WEST FRIESLAND, 1686.

Reverse: Three crowned shields, in the upper angle “1686,”

left angle “sT,” right angle “30” (30 Stivers). Legend:

“mo no arg. ordin w FRISIA.” Weight: 246 grains. Fine-

ness: 875. Value: §0.59.

13. Daalder of 30 Stivers of West Friesland, 1795. Ob-

verse : Knight in armor, one leg hidden by a crowned shield

upon which is the arms of West Friesland. Legend: “devs

FORTI ET SPES. NOST:” (God our strength and hope).

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 12, only better executed

and the coin of regular shape. Weight: 246 grains. Fine-

ness: 875. Value: §0.59.

14. Guilder of Utrecht, 1717, Obverse: Crowned shield,

bearing lion rampant. Legend: “mo arg ord fced belg

TRAI.” At the left of shield “ 1 ” [One Guilder or Florin).

GUILDER OR FLORIN OF UTRECHT, 1717.
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Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 5. Weight: 158 grains.

Fineness: 908. Value: $0.40.

15. Half Guilder of Utrecht. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 14.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 5. Weight: 79 grains.

Fineness: 908. Value: $0.20.

16. Eight Stivers of 1776. Obverse: Crowned shield, bear-

ing lion 7-ampant.

Reverse; Rider, sword drawn. I^egend : “CONCORDIA RES

PARV.E CRESCUNT.” Weight: 72 grains. Fineness: 850.

Value: $0.15.

17.

Six Stivers of Zealand, 1770. Obverse: Crowned

shield, bearing a lion rampant, rising from the waves; at the

left of shield “6,” at the right “st” (6 Stivers). Legend:

“ MON : NOV: ARGENT: ORDIN : ZEALAND.” Above the shield

“ 1770.”

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 16. Weight: 54 grains.

Fineness: 850. Value: $0.11 1.

18.

Two Stivers of Holland, 1727. Obverse: Crowned

shield, bearing lion rampant, “2 .s” (7\co Stivers), divided by

the shield. No Legend or Hxergue.

EIGHT STIVERS OF 1776.

SIX .STIVERS OF ZEALAND, 1770.
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Reverse: “noL

—

lan—dia,” in three lines, occupying the

TWO STIVERS OF IIOEEAND, 1727.

field; below “1727.” Weight 18 grains. Fineness: 850.

Value nominally at 3 cents.

20. Quarter Guilder of Zealand. Obverse: Crowned shield,

bearing lion rampant, above the crown “ 1774.” Legend:

“ CONCORDIA RES PARV^ CRESCENT.”

QUARTER GUILDER OF ZEALAND, 1774.

Reverse : Knight in armor, one leg hidden by crowned shield,

bearing lion rampant, emerging from the waves. Legend

:

“MON: NOV: ARG: PRO. CONFCED. BELG. COM. ZEL.” Weight:

39.500 gr:ii ns. Fineness: 908. A alue: ^0.10.

19. Half Guilder of 10 Stivers of Holland, 1749. Obverse:

HALF GUILDER OF 10 STIVERS OF HOLLAND, 1749.

Crowueel shield, bearing lion rampant, sword in dexter and
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bundle of arrows in sinister paw; above the crown “1749.”

At the left of shield “ x.,” and at the right “ST.” (10 Stivers).

Lejrend :
“ MO : arg : ORD : fced : belg : IIOLL :

”

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 5. Weight: 79 grains.

Fineness: 908. Value: $0.20.

21. Rijksdaaler of Napoleon, 1808. Obverse: Head of Ijouis

Napoleon. Legend :
“ nap. i.odew. i KON van hole.” {Napo-

leon Louis I. King of Holland). Reverse: Arms of Holland,

lion rampant, with “ 50 ST ” (50 Stivers). Legend :
“ koning-

RI.IK Holland” {Kingdom of Holland). Exergue: “1808.”

Weight: 450 grains. Fineness: 858. Value: $1.02.

22. Three Guilders or Florins of Willem. Obverse : Head

of William I. Legend : “willem koning her ned. g. h. v.

L.”
(
William King of the Nethalands, Grand Duke of Luxem-

burg).

THREE GUILDEIW OK FLORINS OF WILLIAM I.

Reverse: Crowned shield, hearing lion ram/xmt, right paw

sword, left, bundle of arrows. Above the crown, the date of

the year of issue; at the left of shield “3,” at the right “G.”

I^egend :
“ munt van het koningryk der nederlanden ”

{Money of the Kingdom of the Ncthalands). Weight : 462.989

grains. Fineness: 945. Value: $1.21.6625.

23.

Two and a Half Guilders or Florins of Willem II. Ob-

verse: Hea«l of William II. lA.>gend : “willem ll. koning

DER NED. G. II. V. L.”

Reverse : Crowned Shield, bearing the arms of Holland

;
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above the crown, the date of the year of issue
;

at the left side

of shield “ at the right “ Q.” Legend : “ munt van het

TWO AND A HALF GUILDERS OR FLORINS OF WILLIAM II.

KONINGRYK DER NEDERLANDEN.” Weight: 385.808 grains.
Finene.«Js: 945. Value: $1.01.3854.

24. Two and a Half Guilders of Willem III. Obverse:
Head of W illiam III., full beard, facing to the right. Legend:
WILLEM III KONING DER NED. G. H. V. L.^^

TWO AND A HALF GUILDERS OF WILLIAM III,

Inverse and Legend: Same as Xo. 23. Weight; 3.S.5 80S
grain.s. Fineness: 945. Vaino; 81.01.3854

25 Gnilder or Florin of Willem I. Obverse : Head of Wil-
liam I. faemg to the right. Legend: “wtLLEM Ko.vi.xo debNED o. II.

y. L.” Reverse; Crowned shield, hearing arms of
Ilolland

; above the crown, the dale of the year of issue
;
below

the shield «1W c.” (100 VenU), at the left of shield “1,” at the
right «G” (One OuiUer or Florin). Legend: "munt v.vx

3 E
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HET KOXIXGRYK DER XEDERLAXDEX.” Weight: 154.323

grains. Fineness: 945. Value: $0.40.

26.

Gnihler or Florin of VV'illeiu II. Obverse: Head of

William II. facing to the left. Legend :
“ wii.LEM ii KOXIXQ

DER XED. G. H. V. I..”

GUILDER OR FLORIX OF WILLIAM II.

Reverse and Legend: Same as Xo. 25. Weight: 154.323

grains. Fineness: 945. Value: $0.40.

27. Guilder or Florin of Willem III. Obverse: Head of

Willem III., full beard, facing to the right. Ijcgend : “ Wil-

lem III. KOXING DER XED. G. II. V. L.” Reverse and Legend

:

Same as Xo. 25. Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 945.

Value: $0.40.

28. Half Guilder or Florin of Willem I., Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as Xo. 25. Reverse and Ijegend : Same as Xo.

25, with the exception that at the sides of the shield, “ | G.,”

takes the place of “1 G.,” and below the shield “50 c.,” instea<l

of “100 c.” Weight : 77.161 grains. Fineness : 945. Value:

$0 .20 .

29. Half Guilder or Florin of Willem II. Obverse and Ia;-

gend : Same as X’o. 26. Reverse and Ix'gend : Same as Xo. 26,

with exceptions noted in Xo. 28. Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineness: 945. Value: $0.20.

30. Half Guilder or Florin of Willem III. Obverse an<l

Ijcgend : Same as Xo. 27. Reverse and lA'gcnd : Same as Xo.

27, with the exceptions noted in No. 28. Weight: 77.161

grains. Fineness: 945. Value: $0.20.

31. Twenty-five Cents, Ten Cents and Five Cent pieces of

Willem I. bear upon the Obverse a “ W ” crowned, and on the
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Reverse the King’s arm, between “ 25 CT.,” “ 10 CT.” and “ 5

CT.” respectively.

32. Twenty-five Cents of Willem II. Obverse: Head of

William II. Legend: “ WILLEM II. koning der ned. g. h.

V. L.” Reverse :
“ 25 cents,” and the date of the year of issue

in three lines occupying the field, surrounded by heavy branches

of oak, crossed and tied. Weight: 55.170 grain.s. Fineness:

640. Value : $0.09.

33. Ten Cents of Willem II. Obverse and Legend : Same

as No. 32. Reverse: “10 cents;” rest same as No. 32.

Weight: 21.605 grains. Fineness: 640. Value: $0.03^.

34. Five Cents of Willem II. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 32. Reverse :
“ 5 cents ;” rest same as No. 32.

Weight: 10.571 grains. Fineness: 640. Value: $0.01|.

35. Twenty-five Cents of Willem III. Obverse: Head of

Willem III., full beard. Legend: “ WILLEM ill. koning der

NED. G. H. V. L.” Reverse: Same as No. 32. Weight: 55.170

grains. Fineness: 640. A’^alue: $0.09.

36. Ten Cents of Willem III. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 35. Reverse: Same as No. 33. Weight: 21.605 grains.

Fineness: 640. Value: $0.03|.

37. Five Cents of Willem III. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 35. Reverse: Same as No. 34. Weight: 10.571 grains.

Fineness: 640. Value: $0.01 1.

COPPER COINS.

1. Two Cents of William I., II. and III. Obverse: Large
“W ” crowned, and the date of the year of issue divided by the

“ W.” Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing lion rampant. “2

c” divided by the shield. Value entirely nominal.

2. One Cent of William I., II. and III. Obverse: Same as

No. 1. Reverse :
“ 1 c;” rest same as No. 1.

3. Half-Cent of William I., II. and III. Obverse: Same

as No. 1. Reverse: c;” rest same as No. 1.
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COINS OF THE POSSESSIONS OF
HOLEANO.

EAST AXD WFJiT INDIES.

1. Gold Mohur of the East India Company of Holland.

Obverse, in native character, which translated means: “J/o/iur

Coin of the Company of Holland," occupying the field
;
above it

a cock, and below the date of the year of issue of the Christian

era. Reverse, in native characters, which translated means

:

“7)1 the great Island of Java." Weight of Mohur of 1783: 242

grains. Fineness: 750. Value: §7.88. That of 1797:

Weight: 236 grains. Fineness: 710. Value: §7.30.

2. Gold Half Mohur of the East India Company of Holland.

Obverse, in native characters, which translated means: “Cbin

of the Company of Holland," occupying the field, below the date

of the Christian era (1801). Reverse, in native characters,

which translated means : “7n the great Island of Java."

Weight: 123.500 grain.s. Fineness: 740. Value: §4.13.

3. Silver Rupee of the East India Company of Holland.

Obverse, in native characters, which translated means: "Rupee

Coin of the Company of Holland," and the date of the year of

issue below. Reverse, in native character, which tran.«lated

means: "In the great Island of Java." Weight: 180 grains.

Fineness: 925. Value: §0.474.

4. Guilder or Gulden of the East India Company of Holland,

Sumatra and Borneo. Obverse: Head of William I. I^egend:

“WILLEM KOMXG DEU XEDERLAXDEX, GROOT HERT(X} VAX
LUXEMBURG "

( TI7//iam, King of the Netherlands, Grand Duke

of Luxemburg) Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing the lion

rampant between “1 G.” (1 Gulden). Legend: “muxt VAX
IIET KOXIXGRYK DER XEDERLAXDEX.” Weight: 164.323

grains. Fineness: 945. Value: §0.40.

5. Guilder or Gulden of Java. Obv’erse and Ijogend : Same
as No. 4. Reverse: A woman leaning on a l>ook which lies

on an altar, holding in the other hand a lance with the cap of

liberty. Legend :
“ x. o. MO. arg. reg. tot. belg. jav.”
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(Nova Ordinarea Moneta Argentea Rcgni Totius Belgicae Javae;

meaning: New Common Silver Coin bf the whole Kingdom of

Belgium and Java). Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 945.

Value: $0.40.

6. Guilder or Gulden of Willem I., of 1840, for circulation

in Java, Sumatra and Borneo. Obverse: H^d of William I.

Legend :
“ willem koning der xed. g. h. v. l.” Reverse

:

Crowned shield, bearing lion rampant between “1 G.” (1

Guilder), below the shield “ niederlaxdish indie ” (Dutch

Bast India). Legend :
“ munt van het koningryk der

NEDERLANDEN, 1840.” Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness:

945. Value: $0.40,

7. Kwart Gulden or one-fourth of a Guilder or Gulden of

1837 and 1840. Obverse and Legend: Same as Xo, 6.

KWART GULDEN OF 1837 AND 1840.

Reverse: “kwart gulden” (One-fourth of a Gulden), sur-

rounded by a palm wreath. Legend: “ niederlandsch
INDIE.” Exergue: “1837” and “1840.” Weight: 55.170

grains. Fineness: 640. Value: $0.09

8. One-Fourth of a Gulden of 1854. Obverse, in native

characters, which translated means: “25 cents op the dutch
EAST INDIES.” Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing lion ram-

pant, between “ J G.” (;^ of a Guilder or Gulden). Legend :

“nederl indie.” (Dutch East Indies). Exergue: “1854.”

Weight: 55.170 grains. Fineness: 640. Value: $0,094.

9. One-Tenth of a Gulden. Obverse and Legend :
“ 10

CENTS rest same as Xo. 8. Rev^erse : “ iV g ;” rest same as

Xo. 8. Weight: 21.605 grains. Fineness: 640. Value:

$0.03|.

10. Six Stivers of the Dutch West Indies. Obverse:
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Crowned shield, bearing two lions courant, between “ 6 8.”

iSic Stivers). Legend; “mo. NO ORDIN west frisiae, 1678.”

SIX STIVERS OF 1678.

Reverse: Ship under full sail. Legend : “devs fortitvdo.

ET. SPES. NOSTRA.” [God our Strength and Hope). Weight:

;>4 grains. Fineness: 850. Value: ^O.llf.

ITALY.
The territory comprised this day under the name of Italy

consists of a considerable stretch of peninsular mainland, be-

sides several islands, situated in Southern Europe, between

latitude 36® 35' and 47® north, and between longitude 6® 35'

and 18® 35' east. Its boundaries on the north are Austria and

Switzerland, on the south the Mediterranean sea, on the west

France and the Mediterranean, and on the east the Ionian and

Adriatic seas, while its natural limits are strongly defined by

the Alps and the .sea. King Victor Emanuel II., of Sardinia,

was the first King of the United Italy of to-day.

The coins of Italy of former days are varieil and numerous,

and we shall give them in their alphabetical order, irrespective

of their dates and former sovereignties.

REPUBLIC OF ITALY, 18021805.
GOLD COINS.

1. Doppia of Bonaparte, 11th year of the French Republic,

1804. Obverse: Head of Napoleon Bonajiarte. Legend:
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“BONAPARTE FONDATORE E PRESIDENTE ” {Bonaparte Fmmder
and President). Exergue: “anno 11.” Reverse: “doppia,”
occupying the field, surrounded by oak branches, crossed and
tied. Legend: “republica italiana ” of Italy).

Exergue: “d. 12.142 ” (12.142 Grammes or 187.379 grains).

Weight: 187.379 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $7.25.

2. Mezza or Half Doppia of 1804. Obverse, Ijegend, and
Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse: “mezza doppia” {Half
Doppia), rest same as No. 1. Exergue: “d 6.071.” (6.071
Grammes or 93.689 grains). Weight: 93.689 grains. Fine-
ness: 900. Value: $3.62 J.

3. Marengo or Piece of 20 Francs of 1801. Obverse: Head
of a woman with a helmet. Legend: “i/italie delivree a
Marengo” {Italy delivered or liberated at Marengo). Reverse:
A wreath containing: “20 francs l’an 9.” (20 Francs, dth

year). Legend :
“ liberte egalite ” {Liberty, Equality). Ex-

ergue: “eridania” {The name that was given to that part of
Italy). Weight: 99.561 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:
$3.86.

.

SILVER COINS.

1. Five Francs of Gaule Subalpine, 10th year of the French
Republic, 1803. Obverse : Two females, one holding s{>ear with

FIVE FRANCS OF GAULE SUBALPINE, 1803.

liberty cap, the other a palm branch and wreath. Legend:
“gaule subalpine” {Gaul beyond the Alps).
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Reverse: “5 francs l’an 10.” {Five Francs, 10<A year of the

French Bepublic). Legend : “ liberte egalite ” {Liberty,

Effuilily). Exergue: “eridania” {The name given to that

part of Piedmont). Weight : 385.808 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value: §0.96^

KINGDOM OF ITALY UNDER NAPO-
LEON I., 1805-1814.

GOLD COINS.

1. Forty Lire Piece of Napoleon I., 1805-1814. Obverse:

Head of Napoleon I., below, the date of the year of issue, and

“ M.” {Mint-mark of Mantua), beneath. Legend :
“ napoleone

IMPERATORE E RE ” {Napolcon, EmpcTor and King).

FORTY LIRES OF NAPOLEON I., 1805-1814.

Reverse: The French eagle, with a shield upon its breast,

drapc“d with an order ohain and star; a shield of pretence,

bearing the iron crown of Mantua
;
behind the eagle are two

spears in saltiere, the whole being displuye<l upon a mantle of

ermine, drapc<l from a crown
;
beneath is the denomination

:

“40 LIRE.” Dgend: “regno d’italia ” (Aln^rdom o/Jl'a/y).

On the edge is inscribed: “i)io proteqge la italia” (God
protects Italy). Weight: 199.123 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: ?7.72.

2. Twenty Lire Piece of Napoleon I. of 1805-1814. Ob-
verse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

Reverse: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “20 lire.” Weight:

99.569 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: S3.86.



I

TWENTY LIRES OF NAFOLEON I., r805-18I4.

SILVER COINS.

1. Five Franc Piece of Napoleon I. Obverse: Head of

Napoleon I., below the date of the year of issue, and beneath

it the \ctter “si'’ {Mint-mark of Mantua). Legend: “napo-
LEONE IMPEKATORE E RE.”

FrV’-E FRANCS OF NAPOEF.ON I., 1805-1814.

Reverse: The French eagle, with a shield upon its breast,

draped with an order chain and star; a shield of pretence,

TWO FRANCS OF NAPOLEON I., 1805-1814.

bearing the iron crown of Mantua; behind the eagle are two
spears in saltkre, the whole being displayed upon a mantle of
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ermine, draped from a crown. Exergue :
“ 5 lire.” Legend :

“ REGXO d’italia.” Around the edge :
“ dig protegge la

ITALIA.” Weiglit: 385.808 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

$0.96|.

2. Two Franc Piece of Napoleon I. Obverse and Legend :

Same as No. 1.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “2 lire.”

Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness : 900. Value
: $0.38.600.

3. Lira of Napoleon I. Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

LIRA OF NAPOLEON I., 1805-1814.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 1. Exergue: “ 1 lira.”

Weight: 77.161 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.19.300.

4. Three-Quarter Lira of 15 Soldi of Napoleon I. Obverse,

Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Sharp-

pointed crown of Italy; below “15 soldi,” and “m” {Mint-

mark of Mantua). Legend: “regno d’italia.” Weight:

57.871 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.14|.

5. Half and Quarter Lira of 10 and 5 Soldi, respectively, of

Napoleon I. Obverse, Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 1.

TEN AND FIVE SOLDI OF NAPOLEON I., 1805-1814.

Reverse :
“ 10 ” and “ 5 soldi ” res|)ectively, rest same as No.

4. Weight: 38.580 grains and 19.290 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.09i^ and $0.04|.
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KINGDOM OF ITALY SINCE 1860.

GOLD COINS.

1. Hundred Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse: Head
of Victor Emanuel II. Legend: “ vittorio emanuele.”
Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse : Crowned shield,

bearing arms of Italy, surrounded by two branches of laurel,

crossed and tied. Legend :
“ regno d’italia ” {Kingdom of

Italy). Exergue: “l 100” (100 Lires). Weight: 497.816
grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $19.30.

2. Eighty Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend,
and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend: Same as

No. 1. Exergue: “l 80” (80 Lires). Weight: 398.246
grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §15.44.

3. Forty Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend,
and Exergue : Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend : Same as

No. 1. Exergue: “l 40” (40 lAres). Weight: 199.123

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $7.72.

4. Twenty Lires or Doppia of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse,

Legend, and Exergue : Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend :

Same as No. 1. Exergue: “l 20” (20 Lires). Weight: 99-

.569 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

5. Ten Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend, and
Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend : Same as No.
I. Exergue: “l 10” (10 Lires). Weight: 49.784 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §1.93.

SILVER COINS.

1. Five Lires of Victor Emanuel II., 1861. Obverse:
Head of Victor Emanuel II. Legend :

“ Vittorio emanuele
II.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Italy, surrounded

by two branches of laurel, crossed and tied. Legend :
“ regno

{Kingdom of Italy). Exergue: “l 5” (5 Lires).

Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.96J.
2. Two Lires of Victor Emanuel II., 1860, issued by the
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mint of Florence. Obverse; Head of Victor Fmanuel II.

Legend: “ Vittorio emanuele re eletto” {Victor Emanuel

^

FIVE lires op victor EMAXUEL II., 1869.

King Elected). Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arras of

Italy, surrounded by two branches of laurel, crossed and tied.

Legend: “due eire italiaxe” {Two Lires of Italy). Ex-
ergue: “ FIRENZE ” {Florence) “1860.” Weight: 154.323

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.38.600.

3. Lira of Victor Emanuel, 1860. Obverse and Legend;

Same as No. 2. Reverse : Same as No. 2. Legend :
“ una

LIRA ITALIANA.” Exergue: “ firenze ” (Florence) “ 1860.”

Weight; 77.161 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.19.300.

4. Half Lira of Victor Emanuel, 1860. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 2. Reverse : Same as No. 2. Legend

:

“CINQUANTA CENTE.SIMI.” Exergue: “FIRENZE 1860.”

Weight: 38.580 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.09.650.

5. Quarter Lini of Victor Emanuel, 1860. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 2. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Legend;

“VENTI CINQUE CENTESIMI.” Exergue : “FIRENZE 1860.”

Weight: 19.790 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.04.825.

BOLOGNA.
GOLD COINS.

1. Double Doppia, or Pistole of Pius VI. Obverse: Two
escutcheons, occupying the field. Legend :

“ bonon docet.”
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{Bononia Docet; meaning: Bologna teaches). Exergue: “2

DOP ” {Two Doppia).

DOUBLE DOPPIA, OR PISTOLE OF POPE PIUS VI.

Reverse : A lily plant in blossom. Legend :
“ Pivs. VI.

PONT. MAX. A. XIII.” {Pius VI. Supreme Pontiff, \Zth year of

his reign). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight : 140-

.156 grains. Fineness: 905. Value: §5.45.

2. Ten Zecchini of Bologna of Pius VI. Obverse : Shield

bearing the arms of Pope Pius VI., with keys and tiara. Le-

gend :
“ PIVS SEXTVS PON. MA.” {Pius Scxtus Ponlifex Maximus;

meaning: Pius VI. Supreme Pontiff). Reverse : A bishop seated

on a cloud, supported by two small escutcheons. Legend : ‘‘s.

PETRON. BON. PROT.” {St. Petronius, Protector of Bologna). Ex-

ergue: “ ZECCH 10 ” (10 Zecc/iini or Sequins). Weight: 537-

.810 grains. Fineness: 993.056. Value: §23.01.4539.

3. Five Zecchini of Bologna of Pius VI. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 2. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 2.

E.xergue: “zecch5”(5 Zecchini or Sequins). Weight: 268-

.905 grains. Fineness: 993.056. Value: §11.50.7265.

4. Double Zecchino of Bologna of Pius VI. Obverse and

Legend : Same as No. 2. Reverse and Legend : Same as No.

1. Exergue: “due zecchini” {Two Zecchini or S^gnins).

Weight: 107.562 grains. Fineness : 993.056. Value: §4.60-

.2907.

5. Zecchino of Bologna of Pius VI. Obverse and Legend :

Same as No. 2. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 2. No
Exergue. Weight: 53.781 grains. Fineness: 993.056.

Value: §2.30.1453.

6. Half Zecchino of Bologna, Pius VI. Obverse and Le-
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cend : Same as No. 2. Reverse and legend : Same as No. 2.

No Exergue. Weight: 26.890 grains. Fineness: 993.056.

Value: §1.15.0721.

The 2^-ehini of Pope Pius VII. and Leo XII. bear upon

the Obverse their respective arms, and the Legends are changed

to Pius VII. and I^eo XII., otherwise no change was made.

SILVER COINS.

1 Scudo of Bologna. Obverse: View of the City, and

above it the Virgin and Child on a cloud. Legend :
“ pR.bsi-

DIUM ET DECVS ” {Protection and Ornament).

SCUDO OF TEN PAOLI
€

OF BOLOGNA.

Rcvcrec- The irms of the city of Bologna. I^tgcntl:

O ropvLVS CT 6EKATVS. BOK.” {The Peopie and the Senate of

Bologna). Exergue: “P 10” (10 Paoli,

f

^

Lires),md the date of tlie year of ittsue. Meiglit: 41o.099

grains. Fineness : 900. Value: §1.01.

2. Half Scudo of Bologna. Obverse and I.cgcnd : Same as

No 1. Reverse and lAigend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: P

5”’ (5 Paoli). Weight: 207.549 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §0.50. ^
3. Half Scudo of Pope Pius VI. Obverse: Bust of Pius

VI. IvCgcnd : “PIVS SEXTVS PONT MAX AN.,” and the date of

his reign in Roman numerals. Reverse: A chapel, with shield

at each side, one surmountetl by the hat and tassels, and the
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other by a lion’s head. I./egend : “adventus Optimi principis”

{Advent of the best Prince). Exergue: “ bononia,” and the

date of the year of issue. “50” (50 bajocchi). Weight:

207.549 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.50.

4. Paolo of Bologna. Obverse: Shield, with the arms quar-

tered, the abbreviated word “ liber” (Libeiias), occupying the

second and third, beneath the date of the year of issue. Re-

verse : A lily, with the letter “ B ” {Bologna), and the numeral
“10.” in the Exergue. lA'gend :

“ Pivs vi pont. maxim.”

Value quite nominal at 10 cents.

5. Half Paolo of Bologna. Obverse, Reverse, and Legends:

Same as No. 4; only the Exergue on Reverse: “5.” Value

quite nominal at 5 cents.

GENOA.
GOLD COINS.

1. Genovina of 96 Lires, formerly of 100 Lires. Obverse:

Virgin and Child on a cloud, with a sceptre and a crown of

stars. Legend: “ et rege eos” {And govern them), and the

date of the year of issue. Exergue :
“ L 96 ” (96 Lires).

GENOVINA OF 96 lARES OF THE REPUBLIC OF GENOA.

Reverse: Crowned shield, upon it a croas, the shield sup-

ported by two griffins, the whole upon a pedestal, beneath which
a lion’s head. Legend : “dux et gub. reip. genu” {Dux et

Chtbemafor Reipublicce Genuensis, meaning: Doge and Gov-
ernor of the Republic of Genoa). Weight : 398 grains. Fine-

ness: 916. Value: $15.39.0146.
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2. Genovina of 48 Llres, formerly of 50 Lires. Obverse and

Legend : Same as No. 1. Exergue ;
“ L. 48 ”

(48 Lires). Re-

verse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Weight: 199 grains.

Fineness: 916. Value: $7.69.5073.

3. Genovina of 24 Lires, formerly of 25 Lires. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “l24” (24 Lires).

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 1. Weight: 99.500 grains.

Fineness: 916. Value: $3.84.7536.

4. Four Pistole or Doppia Piece of the Ligurian Republic.

Obverse : Woman seated, holding a spear and resting her left

arm on a shield bearing the arms of Genoa. Legend :
“ re-

PUBBLICA LIGURE, ANNO I ” {Ligurian Republic, first year).

Exergue :
“ L 96 ” (96 Lires).

FOUR PISTOLE PIECE OF THE LIGURIAN REPUBLIC.

Reverse : A wreath of laurel, with the fasces and the cap of

liberty. Legend :
“ nell’ unione la farza ” {Strength in

Union). Around the edge :
“ peso grani 550, bonta car. 22”

}Veight, 550 grains of Genoa, equal to 414 grains Troy
; fineness,

22 carats, equal to 916.660 fine). Weight: 414 grains. Fine-

ness: 916.660. Value: $16.05.945.

5. Two Pistole or Double Doppia of the Ligurian Republic.

Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 4. Exergue :
“ L 48 ”

(48 iiVes). Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 4. Around the

edge: “peso grani 275, bonta car. 22.” Weight: 207

grains Troy, or 275 grain.s, the Ligurian Republic. Fineness:

916.660. Value: $8.02.972.

6. Pistole or Doppia of the Ligurian Republic. Obverse
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and Legend: Same as No. 4. Exergue: “l 24” (24 lAres).

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 4. Weight : 103.500 grains.

Fineness: 916.660. Value: $4.01.486.

7. Five Doppie Piece of the Republic of 'Genoa. Obverse:

Virgin and Child on a cloud, with sceptre and crown of stars.

Legend: “et REGE (And govern them). Exergue: Ini-

tial of the Doge’s name and the date of the year of issue. Re-

verse : A cross with four stars. Legend :
“ DVX ET GVB. REIP.

GENV ” (Diuc ei Gubei'nator Reipublicai Genuensis, meaning:

Doge and Governor of the Republic of Genoa). Weight: 517-

.500 grains. Fineness: 915. Value: $20.05.

8. Four, Two, and One Doppie Pieces of the Republic of

Genoa. Obverse, Reverse, Legends, and Exergues : Same as

No. 7. Weights: 414 grains, 207 grains, and 103.500 grains,

respectively. Fineness: 915. Values: $16.05, $8.02|, and

$4.01 i.

9. Zecchino or Sequin of the Republic of Genoa. Obverse;

Figure of St. John the Baptist. Legend: “non svrrexit

MAJOR ” (A greater has not ai-isen). Reverse : Crowned shield,

with the arms of Genoa. Legend :
“ DVX ET. GVB. reip.

GENV.” Weight: 53 grains. Fineness: 963. Value: $2.29-

.1310.

SILVER COINS.

1. Scudo Della Croce (Scudo of the cross). Obverse: Virgin

and child on a cloud. Legend: “et rege eos.” Revei-se:

A cross with four flowers. Legend: “ovx et gvb. reip.

GENV.” Weight: 592 grains. Fineness: 954. Value: $1.59.

2. Scudo di S. Giambatista (Scudo of St. John the Baptist).

Obverse: Figure of St. John the Baptist. Legend: “non
SVRREXIT MAJOR ” (A greater has not arisen). Exergue : In-

itials of the Doge’s name. Reverse : Shield bearing arms of

Genoa. Legend: “dvx ET gvb reip. genv.” Weight: 320

grains. Fineness: 917. Value: $0.83.1360.

3. Scudo of 8 Lires. Obverse, Legend, and Exergue : Same
as No. 2. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 2. Exergue

:

3F
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“l 8.” (8 Lires). Weight: 513 grains. Fineness: 892.

Value: 81.29.

4. Scudo of 4 Lires, 2 Lires and 1 Lira. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Satlie as No. 2. Reverse and Legend: Same as

No. 2. Exergue: “i. 4,” 2,” 1,” respectively. Weights:

256..500 grains, 128.250 grains, and 64.125 grains. Value:

80.641, 80.321 and 8O.I 61 .

5. Double Madonnina. Obverse : Whole length figure of

the Virgin. Ijegend : “svB tvvm presipivm ” {Under Thy

protection), and the date of the year of issue. Around the figure

of the Madonna “ne dereling nos” {Do not forsake us).

Reverse : Shield, with the arms of Genoa, crowned. Ijegend :

“dvx ET GVB. REIP. GENV.' Weight : 1 39 grains. Fineness:

833. Value: 80.32.

6. Madonnina. Obverse and Legend : Same No. 5. Re-

verse and Legend : Same as No. 5. Weight : 69.500 grains.

Fineness: 833. Value: 80.16.

7. Half-Madonnina. Obverse and IvOgend : Same as No. 5.

Rever.se and Ijcgend: Same as No. 5. Weight: 34.750 grains.

Finene.ss: 833. Value: 80.08.

8. Scudo of the Ligurian Republic. Obverse: Two figures,

representing a .soldier and a woman. Legend: “libf:rta

EGUAGLIANZA ” {Liberty, Equality), and the date of the year of

issue. Reverse: Arms of Genoa, encircled by palm and laurel

branches, surmounted by a cap of liberty. Legend: “repub-

blica eigtjre anno I.” Exergue: “l 8.” (8 Lires). Around

the edge: “peso grani 726; bonta oncie 10. 16.”

726 grains of Genoa, equal to 513 grains Troy; fineness 10

ounces 16 Deniers, equal to 889 fine). Weight: 513 grains.

Fineness: 889. Value: 8L27.

I.OMBARDY.
GOLD COINS.

1. Sequin or Zecchino of Joseph II. Obverse: Head of

Joseph II. Ijegend : “Joseph ii. d. g. r. imp. s. aug. o. h.
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ET B. REX. A. A.” (Joseph II., by the Grace of God, Emperor of

Rome, ever August, King of Germany, Hungary and Bohemia,

Archduke of Austria). Reverse: The arms of iSIilan. Le-

gend: “mediotani et maxtua dux,” (DuJee of Milan and

Mantua). AV’^eight: 53.750 grain.s. Fineness: 962. Value:

§2.29.

2. Doppia or Pistole of Joseph II. Obverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 2. Weight:

97.500 grains. Fineness: 915. Value: §3.79.1864.

3. Forty Lire Piece of the Provisional Government of Lom-
bardy, 1848. Obver.se: Full length figure, a .staff in her right

hand
;
a star above her head. Legend :

“ italia libera dio lo

VUOLe” (Italy free, so God will). Exergue: “m.” (Milan).

FORTY LIRES OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF 1848.

Reverse: “40 lire italiane;” surroundetl by a wreath of

oak and palm branches. Legend: “ooverno provvisorio

D l LOMBARDIA ” (Provisional Government of Lombardy). Ex-

ergue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 199.123 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §7.70.5291.

4. Twenty Lire Piece of the Provisional Government of

Lombardy, 1848, Obverse, Legend, and Exergue : Same as

No. 3. Reverse: “20 lire italiane;” rest same as No. 3.

Weight: 99.569 grains. Fineness: 900. Value : §3.85.2645.

5. Ten Lire Piece of the Provisional Government of Lom-
bardy, 1848. Obverse, Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 3.

Reverse :
“ 10 lire italiane

;

"
re.st same as No. 3. Weight:

49,784 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.92.6323.
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SILVER COINS.

1. Scudo of Prince Hercules III. of 1782. Obverse: Head
of Prince Hercules III. Legend : “Hercules hi. d. g. mvt.

REG. MIR. ex:, dvx ” {^Hercules 111., by the Grace of God, Duke

of Modena, Reggio, Mirandola, etc.) Reverse : Shields bearing

arms of INIodena. Legend :
“ proxima soli ” {Next to the sun).

Weight: 356.750 grains. Fineness: 913. Value: §0.91-

.2191.

2. Scudo of Prince Hercules III. of 1796. Obverse and

Legend: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Arms of Modena. Le-

gend : “dextera DOMINI EXALTAVIT .ME ” {The right hand of

the Lord hath exalted me). Weight: 356.750 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: §0.91.2191.

3. Lira of Joseph II. Obverse: Head of Joseph II. Le-

gend :
“ J08EP II. D. G. R. I.MP. S. AUG G. H. ET B. REX A. A.”

{Joseph II., by the Grace of God, Emjyeror of Rome, ever Au-

gust, King of Germany, Ilungaiy, and Bohemia, Archduke of

Austria). Reverse: Arms of Milan. Legend: “mediolani

ET MANX. DUX ” {Duke of Milan and Mantua). Exergue

:

“ UNA LIRA ” {One Lira). Weight : 58 grains. Fineness : 915.

Value: §0.14.

4. Scudo of the Cisalpine Republic. Obverse: An armed

female sitting, and another standing before her. Legend

:

“ALLA NAZ. FRAN. LA REP CISAL. RICONOSCENTE ” (7b the

French Nation, the grateful Cisalpine Republic). Reverse : A
MTeath of oak leaves, and within it :

“ scUDO Di i.ire: sei, 27

PRATILE ANNO VIII ” (<Scurfo q/" Six Lives, 27th of the month

Pratile, year Hth). Around the edge: “unione et virtute”

( Union and Virtue). Weight : 348.500 grains. Fineness

:

900. Value: §0.89.2191. ,

5. Thirty Soldi of the Cisalpine Republic. Obverse: Head

of a woman. Ijegend : “repvbblica cisalpine, SOLDI 30.”

Reverse, within the field :
“ pace celebrata, foro Bona-

parte FONDATE ANNO IX ” {Peace proclaimed, foundation of

Bonaparte's Forum, year ninth). Weight: 113 grains. Fine-

ness: 700. Value: §0.21.
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6. Five Lire Italiane of the Provisional Government of

Lombardy, 1848. Obverse: Full length figure, holding a

staff in her right hand
;

,a star above her head. Legend

:

“ITALIA LIBERA DIO LO VUOLE ” {Italy free, so God mill).

Exergue :
“ m ” {Milan).

FIVE LIRE ITALIANE OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT,
1848.

Reverse: “5 lire italiane;” surrounded by branches of

laurel and oak leaves. Legend :
“ goveuno provvisorio di

LOMBARDIA.” Excrguc : Date of the year of issue. Weight

:

385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: ^0.96J.

LUCCA AND PIOMBINO.
GOLD COIN.

1. Doppia. Obverse: Head of Jesus, crowned. Legend:

“VULTVS SANCTVS” {Holy countenance). Reverse: Shield,

with arms of the Republic of Lucca. Legend: “respublica

UJCEHS 18 ” {Republic of Lucca). Weight: 85 grains. Fine-

ness: 916. Value: $3.34.5718.

SILVER COINS.

1. Scudo of 5 Li res. Obverse: Crowned shield, bearing tlie

word “ LIBERTAS.” Legend :
“ respublica lucensis.” E.\-

ergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse : A beggar, and a

mounted knight, throwing his mantle over the former. Le-
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geml : “sanctus martinus.” AVeight: 408 grains. Fine-

ness: 916. Value: §0.99.

2. Mezzo Scudo or Half Seudo. .Obverse, Legend, and Ex-

ergue : Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Weight: 204 grains. Fineness: 915. Value: §0.49J.

3. Terzo Scudo or One-Third of a Seudo. Obverse: A
crucifix. Legend : “v'’ultvs saxctvs ” {Holy countenance).

Reverse and Ijegend : Same as No. 1. AVeight: 136 grains.

Fineness: 915. Value: §0.33.

4. Quinto Scudo or One-Fifth of a Scudo. Obverse

:

Crowned shield, bearing the word: “libertas.” Legend:
“ RESRUBLICA LUCENSIS.”

QIJINTO OR ONE-FIFTH OP A SCUDO OF THE REPUBLIC OF
LUCCA.

Reverse: A beggar, and a mounted knight throwing his

mantle over the former. Legend : “SANCTUS martinus ” {St.

Martin). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. AVeight

:

44.250 grains. Fineness: 915. Value: §0.19.800.

5. Barbone. Obver.se: Head of Jesus, crowned. Ix?gend :

Same as No. 3. Reverse: A cross. Legend: “re.spublica

LUCENSis.” AVeight : 44.250 grains. Fineness : 665. Value:

§0.08.

6. Five Francs of the Principality of Lucca and Piombino.

Obverse: Busts of Felix and Eliza. Legem! :
“ Felice irr

ELISA P. p. Dl LUCCA E PIOMBINO ” (Ff/ia: and Eliza, prince

and princess of Lucca and Piombino).

Reverse: “5 franchi ” (5 Francs), inclosetl in a wreath of

laurel. Legend :“ principate Di LUCCA E piombino.” Ex-
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orgue: Date of the year of issue. Weight: 385.808 grains.

Fineness : 900. Value : $0.96i.

FIVE FKA^'CS OF FELIX AXD ELIZA OF LUCCA AND PIOM-

BINO.

7.

One Franc of Felix and Eliza. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 6.

FRANC OF FELIX AND ELIZA OF LUCCA AND PIOMBINO.

Reverse: “1 franco;” rest same as No. 6. AVeight: 77-

.161 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.19.300.

8. Five Lires of Carlo Lodovico. Obverse: Head of Charles

Louis of Lucca. Legend ; “CARLO LOD. l. D. s. DUCA Dl

LUCCA ” ( Charles Louis I., Duke of Lucca). Reverse : Crowned
fhield, with the three lilies of the Bourbon dynasty, surrounded

by branches of laurel and oak, at the sides of shield “5” “l..” (5

Lyii'es). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. AVeight : 385.808
grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0,961.

9. Two Lires of Carlo Lodovico. Obverse and Legend :

Same as No. 8. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 6. At the

sides of shield “2” “l.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

AVeight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.38.600.



920 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

10. One Lira of Carlo Lodovico. . Obverse and Legend

;

Same as No. 8. Reverse: “lira,” surrounded by a heavy

wreath; no Legend or Exergue. Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §0.19.300.

MONACO.
SILVER COINS.

1. Five Francs of Honore V. Obverse: Head of Prince

Honore V. Legend : “honore v. prince de Monaco” {Ho-

nore Prince of Monaco). Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing

arms of Monaco, supported by two priests in robes. No Le-

gend. Exergue: “5 francs,” and below the date of the year

of issue.

2. One Franc of Honore V. Obverse and Legend: Same as

No. 1. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “1 franc;” be-

low, the date of the year of issue. Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.19.300.

NAPLES AND SICILY.

GOLD COINS.

1. Forty Lires of Giocchino Napoleone, 1813. Obverse:

Head of Giocchino Napoleone, facing to the left. Legend

:

“ GIOCCHINO NAPOLEONE.” Exergue: “ 1813.” Reverse: “40

LIRE,” surrounded by branches of laurel and olive. Legend

:

“regno belle due sicilie” {Kingdom of the. two Sicilies).

Weight: 199.123 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $7.72.

2. Twenty Lires of Giocchino Napoleone, 1813. Obverse,

Legend and Exergue: Same as No. 1.

TWENTY LIRES OF GIOCCHINO NAPOLEONE, 1813.
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Reverse: “20 lire;” rest same as No. 1. Weight: 99.569

grains. Fineness : 900. Value: §3.86.

3. Thirty Ducati or Ten Oucette Piece of Ferdinand II.

Obverse: Head of Ferdinand II., facing to the right. Legend:

“ferdinakdvs II. DEI GRATIA REX ” (Ferdinand II., by the

yracc of God, King.) Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Re-

verse : An angel, full figure, beside a column, upon which lies

a cushion, and upon the cushion a royal crown, the right hand

of the angel resting upon the cushion, his left hand resting on

an oval shield, upon which are the three lilies of the Bourbon

dynasty. Legend :
“ REGNI VTR SIC ET HIER.” {Regni Utriusque

Siciliae Et Ilierosolymae

;

meaning: Kingdom of both Sicilies and

Jerusalem.) Exergue: “trapp. 42i®oo titolo millesimi 996.

DUCATI 30 ” {Trappe.Yi 42iVo equal bSA.Zlo grains Troy. Mille-

simi 996, equal to ddQJine; Ducati 30 = 30 Ducats.) Weight:

584.375 grains. Fineness: 996. Value: §25.06.

4. Fifteen Ducati or Five Oncette Piece of Ferdinand II.

Obverse, Legend and Exergue : Same as No. 3. Reverse and

Legend: Same as No. 3. Exergue: “trapp 21iVo titolo

MILLESIMI 996 DUCATI 15” {Trappesi 21iVo equal to 292.180

grains Troy. Millesimi 996, equal to 99Qfine; Ducati 15= 15

Ducats.) Weight: 292.180 grains. Fineness: 996. Value:

§12.53.

5. Six Ducati or Two Oncette Piece of Ferdinand II. Ob-

verse, Legend and Exergue : Same as No. 3. Reverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 3. Exergue: “trapp 8,Vo millesimi 996.

DUCATI 6” {Trappesi 8 iVo equal to 116.868 grains Troy. Mil-

lesimi 996, equal to 996 fine; Ducati 6 = 6 Ducats). Weight:

116.868 grains. Fineness : 996. Value
: §5.01.200.

6. Three Ducats or One Oncette Piece of Ferdinand II.

Obverse, Legend and Exergue : Same as No. 3. Reverse and

Legend: Same as No. 3. Exergue: “trapp. 4,Vo millesimi

996. DUCATI 3 ” {Trappesi 4jVo equal to 58.426 grains. Mille-

simi 996, equal to 996 fine. Value: §2.50.600.)
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SILVER COINS.

1. Scudo of Prince Charles, Archduke of Austria, 1734.

Obverse: Crowned shield, bearing anus of Naples, Castile,

Aragon, Parma and Tuscany, with the arms of Anjou {Jleur-de-

lia) on a shield of pretence. (It is rather presumptive on the

])art of Prince Charles, Archduke of Austria, to place upon his

Neapolitan coins the arms of Aragon and Castile, together with

the title “ Ilispaniarum Infans,” Infant of Spain
;
because Pojmj

Clement XI. had acknowletlged, through compulsion, his right

to the crown of Spain. lie seems to have considere<l his claim

to a throne a sufficient reason for the adoption of the family arms

of Aragon and Castile. He assumes also upon his coins

the arms of Tuscany
;
but why he had the arms of Anjou, the

jieur-de-lis, of the Bourbon dynasty, put uj)on his coins, is in-

explicable, he being the Count of Hapsburg and Archduke of

Austria; therefore he had no claim to a Bourbon jiedigree.

Still more strange, that on none of his Neapolitan coins he

acknowledges his Hapsburg pedigree.) Ijegend : “car: D: G.

REX NEA. hisp: INFANS &c.” {Charles by the Grace of God

King of Naples, Infant of Spain.) Exergue: “g 120” (120

grani.)

SCUDO OF PRINCE CHARLES OF AUSTRIA, 1734-1736.

Reverse : AqwiHus with water, and a volcano in the back-

ground: Legend: “ DESocio princeps.” Exergue: “1734.”

Weight: 424.574 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value:

30.98L
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2. Half Scudo of Prince Charles, Archduke of Austria. Ob-
verse, Reverse, Legends : Same as No. 1 . Exergue :

“ G 60 ”

(60 grani.) Weight: 212.287 grains. Fineness: 833.333.

Value: $0.49^.

3. Ducat of Prince Charles, Archduke of Austria. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 1.

DUCAT OF PRINCE CIIAREES OF AUSTRIA.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Exergue: “100”
(lOO^'mm.) Weight: 350.822 grains. Fineness: 840. Value:

$0.83.1360.

4.

Scudo of Charles VII. of Sicily, 1736. Obverse: Bust

laureated of Charles VII. Legend :
“ carolvs d. g. sic. et.

HIERREX his. INF.” ( Carolus Dci Gratiae Siciliae et Hierosolymae

Rex, Ilispaniarum infans ; meaning: Charles by the grace of God
King of Sicily, Jerusalem, Infant of Spain). Reverse : A double

HALF SCUDO OF CHARLES VII. OF SICILY, 1738.

cross moline; three limbs surmounted by crowns
;
/eur-</e-//s



924 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

in the angles. Legend: “ fausto coronatis anno: 1738”

{In the happy year of the coronation, 1738). Weight : 424.574

grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: §0.98 J.

6.

Half Scudo of Charles VII. of Sicily, 1736. Obverse

and Ijcgend : Same as No. 4.

lleverse and Legend: Same as No. 4. Weight: 212.287

grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: §0.49J.

6. Quarter Scudo of Charles VII. of Sicily, 1736. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 4.

QUARTER SCUDO OF CHARLES VII. OF SICILY, 1736.

Reverse : Crowned eagle. Legend : “favsto coronationis

anno” {Happy year of the coronation). Weight: 106.143

grains. Fineness : 833.333. Value : §0.24|.

7.

Two Carlini of Charles VII. of Sicily, 1736. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 4.

TWO CARLINI OF CHARLES Vll. OF SICILY, 1736.

Reverse: Crowned eagle. I^egend : “hispa. infans.”

Exergue: “1736.” Weight: 70.760 grains. Fineness : 833-

.333. Value: §0.13.

8.

Scudo of Charles VII. of Sicily, 1750. Obverse: Bust

of Charles VII., decoratetl with the cross of Malta. Legend:
“ CAR. D. O. UTR. sic. ET HIER. REX.”
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SCUDO OF CHARLES VII. OF SICILY, 1750.

Reverse : Crowned shield, with the arras of Naples, Castile,

Aragon, Parraa and Tuscany. Legend :
“ hispaniarum

INFANS, 1750.” Exergue: “g. 120” (120 5'rani). Weight:

424.574 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: ^0.98J.

In 1759 Charles VII., being called to the throne of Spain,

vacated that of Naples, and was succeeded by his son Ferdi-

nand. This monarch bore the two titles of Ferdinand IV. of

Naples, and Ferdinand III. of the Island of Sicily. Having

joined in the alliance against France, Ferdinand was expelled

from Naples, 1799, and his kingdom erected into the Neapolitan

Republic. In 1801 Ferdinand made a treaty, by which he re-

covered his dominions.

He again made war upon Napoleon, and, in 1805, he was a

second time driven from the Neapolitan throne and compelled

to retire to the Island of Sicily, where he established his court,

and was permitted to continue in power; Joseph Napoleon

being placed upon the throne of Naples. In 1808 this Prince

was transferred to the throne of Spain, and Joachim Napoleon,

Prince Murat, was placed upon the throne of Naples. In 1814

the power of Napoleon came to an end, and the rearrangement

of Europe, which then took place, not only deprived Joachim

of his transitory title, but of his life also. Ferdinand, finding

himself again reinstated upon the throne of the Two Sicilies,

assumed the title of Ferdiuand I.; thus the coins of this King
bear the several titles of Ferdiuand, Ferdinand IV., Ferdi-
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nand III., and during the latter years of his reign Ferdi-

nand I.

9. Scudo of Ferdinand IV., 1784. Obverse: Bust of Ferdi-

nand IV. Legend :
“ ferdinan. iv. sicil. rex.” Reverse :

A cross, three limbs surmounted by crowns : jieur-de-lis in each

angle. Legend : “his pan inf ans,” divided by the ends of

the cross. Exergue: “1784.” Weight: 424.574 grains.

Fineness: 8.33.333. Value; §0.98f.

10. Half Scudo of Ferdinand IV., 1784. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 9.

HALF SCUDO OF FERDINAND IV., 1784.

Reverse, Ijcgend, and Exergue: Same as No. 9. Weight;

212.287 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.49|^.

11.

Ducat of 100 grani of Ferdinand IV., 1785. Obverse:

Head of Ferdinand IV., facing to the right. I./egend : “fer-

dinan IV. D. o. siciLiAR. ET. HIE REX ” {FerdtTinndus IV. Dei

Gratiad^ieiUarum et Ilierosofyvuie Rex; meaning; Ferdinand

1 V., by the Grace of God, King of Siciiy and Jcrumlem).

DUCAT OF 100 GRANI OF FERDINAND IV., 1785.
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Reverse: Crowned shield, between branches of palm and

laurel, croased and tied. Jjogend: “ hispaniar infans, 1785”

{Infant of Spain, 1785). Exergue: “ DUCATO NAP. G. 100”
{Ducal of Naples of 100 Grani). Weight: 350.822 grains.

Fineness: 840. Value: $0.83.1360.

12.

Scudo of Ferdinand IV., 1787. Obverse: Bust of Fer-

dinand IV. Legend :
“ ferpinan. iv. D. G. siciliar et hie.

REX.”

SCUPO OF FERDINAND IV., 1787.

Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing arms of Naples, Castile,

Aragon, Parma and Tuscany, with arms of Anjou, Heurs-de-Us,

on a shield of pretence; the upper ends of the shield are draped
witli laurel. Legend: “ hi.spaniarum infans, 1787.” Ex-
ergue: “g. 120” (120 5'rai/is) between two branches of palms.

Weiglit: 424.574 grains. Finene.ss: 833.333. Value: $0.98^.
13. Twelv’e Carlini Piece or Scudo of 120 grains of Ferdi-

nand IV. and Maria Carolina. Obverse: Profiles of the King
and Queen. Legend: “ferdinandus iv. et maria Caro-
lina.” Reverse: The sun in the zodiac, with the globe of the

earth at the bottom. Legend : “soli redvci.” (To the return-

ing sun). Weight: 424.574 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value:
$0.98L

14. Twelve Carlini Piece or Scudo of 120 grani of Ferdi-

nand IV. and Maria Carolina. Obverse and Legend: Same as

No. 2. Reverse: A man and a woman making a sacrifice on an
altar, behind which is a view of Mount Vesuvius. Leo-end :
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“PKO FAVSTO P. P. KEDITR.’' {For the happy return of our

Sovereigns). Weight: 424.574 grains. Fineness: 833.333.

Value : $0.98J.

15. Ducato of Ferdinand IV. and Maria Carolina, 17.91.

Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 2. Reverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 2. Exergue: “dvcato nap. gra. 100” {Neapol-

itan Ducat of 100 grant). Around the edge: “propugna-

CULA FIRMA ADVER.SUS FRAUDATORES ” {A firm guard against

fraudulent persons). Weight : 350.822 grains. Fineness : 840.

Value: $0.83.1360.

16. Half-Ducato of Ferdinand IV. and Maria Carolina, 1792.

Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 2. Reverse and Legend :

Same as No. 2. Exergue: “me. d. nap. g. 50” {Half-Ducat

of Naples of bO qrani). Weierht: 175.411 grains. Fineness:

840. Value: $0.41.5680.

17. Ducato of Ferdinand IV., 1795. Obverse: Bust of

Ferdinand IV. Legend: “ferdinan. iv. d. g. siciliar. ex

HIE. REX.” Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Naples,

Castile, Aragon, Parma and Tuscany, with the arms of Anjou

on a shield of pretence; the whole draped with laurel leaves.

Legend: “hispaniar. infans. 1795.” Exergue: “g. 120,”

within palm and laurel branches, crossed. Weight: 424.574

grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.98J.

18. Ilalf-Scudo of Ferdinand IV., 1798. Obverse: Bust of

Ferdinand IV. Legend: “ferdinan. IV. D. G. siCLL. EX

HIE REX.”

HALF-SCHDO OF FERDINAND IV.

Reverse: An eagle, with shield upon his breast, bearing
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arms of Naples, Castile, Aragon, Parma and Tuscany, with the

arms of Ai\]ou, fleurs-d^-lis, upon a shield of pretence. Legend

:

“hispax ixfaxs.” Exergue: “1798.” Weight: 212.287

grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: ^0.49|^.

19. Scudo of Ferdinand IV., 1800, during his sojourn in

Sicily. Obverse: Bust of Ferdinand IV. Legend: “ferdi-

XAN. IV. D. G. SICIL ET. HiER. REX.” {Ferdinand IV., by the

Grace of God, King of Sicily and Jerusalem).

SCUDO OP FERDIXAXD IV., 1800. {Sicily.)

Reverse: An eagle, with shield upon his breast, bearing arms

ot Naple.s, Castile, Aragon, Parma and Tuscany. Legend

:

“hispaxiarum IXFAXS.” Exergue :
“ 1800.” Weight: 424-

.574 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.98|^.

20. Twelve Carlini of the Neapolitan Republic, 1799-1802.

Obverse: A woman with a spear, a cap of liberty in one bend,

and supporting the fasces with the other. Legend :
“ repub-

BLICA XAPOi.iTAXA ” {Republic of Naples).

TWELVE CARLIXI OF THE REPUBLIC OF XAPLES, 1799-1802.

3G
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Reverse: A wreath enclosing the value: “carlixi doi>ici”

{Twelve Carlini). legend: “anno settima della liberta”
(Seventh 7/ear of liberty). Weight :* 424.574 grains. Fineness:

833.333. Value: $0.98 J.

21. Six Carlini of the Neapolitan Republic, 1799-1802.

Obverse and Legend: Same as No. 20. Reverse: A wreath

enclosing the value: “carlini 8EI.” {Six Carlini). Legend:

Same as No. 20. Weight: 212.287 grain.s. Fineness: 833-

.333. Value : 80.49J.

22. Scudo of 120 grani of Ferdinand IV., of 1805. Ob-

verse : Bust of Ferdinand IV. Legend :
“ ferdinandus IV.

D. G. REX.” Exergue: “1805.”

SCUDO OF FERDINAND IV., 1805.

Reverse : A pointed shield, bearing arms of Naples, Castile,

Aragon, Parma and Tuscany, with arms of Anjou, on a shield

of pretence. Legend: “v'TR. sic. hier. hisp. inf.” {Utriusque

Siciliae, Hierosolymae, Hispaniarum I/ifarUits

;

meaning: CJf

both Sicilien, Jerusalem, Infant of Spain). Exergue: “o 120.”

The rim of this Scudo, bearing the legends, value and date, is

slightly raised above the surface of the field. On the edge is

inscribeil: “providentia optimi principis ” ;>recau//on

of the best Prince). Weight: 426.225 grains. Fineness: 833-

.333. Value: $0.99 J.

22|. Half-Scudo of 60 grani. Obverse, Legend and Exergue:

Same a.s No. 21. Reverse and lA'gend : Same as No. 21. Ex-

ergue: “g 60.” Weight: 213.1125 grains. Fineness: 833-

.333. Value: $0.49|.
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23. Scudo of 12 Tari of Ferdinand III., of Sicily, 1810.

Obverse: Bust of Ferdinand III. l.iegend : “ferdin.\ndus

III. D. G. REX.” Exergue: “tari 12.” The I./egend and p]x-

ergue are on a raised rim. Reverse: An eagle inclosed in an

olive wreath. Legend : “UTR. SIC. hier. infans hisp.” Ex-

ergue: “1810.” This coin bears the Legend of Ferdinand III.

notwithstanding ^that a few years previous the same King

stamped his coins with Ferdinandus IV. Weight: 424.574

grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.98J.

24. Ducato of Jo.seph Napoleon, 1808. Obverse: Head of

Joseph Napoleon. Legend: “Joseph, napol. d. g. utr.

Sicii.. REX ” {Joseph Napoleon, by the Grace of God, King of

both Sicilies).

DUCATO OF JOSEPH NAPOLEON, 1808.

Reverse: A crowned shield, with two fields; two cornuco-

pias, crossed, and a dolphin in the upper field, and three legs in

the lower; a shield of pretence, surmounted by a crown, bear-

ing the French eagle; at either side is a mermaid, one holding

an anchor, and the other a paddle or rudder. Legend :
“ princ.

GALLIC. MAGN. ELECT. IMP.” Exergue :
“1808.” “g. 120.”

Around the edge are Six Dolphins, and the inscription : CUSTUS

REGNI DEUS.” Weight : 424.883 grains. Fineness : 833.333.

Value: $0.98J.

25.

Ducat of Joachim Napoleon, 1809-1810. Obverse:

Undraped bust of Joachim Na|K)leon. Legend : “GIOACCHINO

NAPOL. RE DELi.E DUE siciLiE ” {Joachim Napolcon, King of
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both Sicilies). Reverse: “ DODici CARLIXI 1809 AXD 1810;”

surrounded by a wreath of laurel and wheat. Legend

:

“ PRINCIPE E GRAN d’ammi Raglio di francia ” {Pnnce and

Grand Admiral of France). Weight: 424.574 grains. Fine-

ness: 833.333. Value: $0.98.400.

26. Five Lires of Joachim Napoleon, 1813. Obverse: Un-
drapecl bust of Joachim Napoleon, facing to the right. Legend:

‘•GIOACCHINO NAPOLEONE.” Exei^ue : “1813.” Reverse:

Pointed shield, surmounted by a helmet, upon the shield a

shield of pretence, with the French eagle; around the shield the

chain of the Grand Legion of Honor of France, supported by

two nymphs, the one holding a horn of plenty, the other the

rudder of Aquarius, the whole displayed upon a mantle of er-

mine, drap>ed from an imperial crown from above; behind the

mantle of ermine two sceptres, saltiere. Legend :
“ regno

DELLE due sicilie” {Kingdom of both Sicilies). Exergue:

“5 LIRE.” Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

$0.96L

27. Two Lires of Joachim Napoleon, 1813. Obverse, Le-

gend, and Exergue : Same as No. 26.

TWO LIRES OF JOACHIM NAPOLEON, 1813.

Reverse :
“ 2 lire,” surrounded by a wreath of laurel and

olive branches, crossed and tied. Legend :
“ regno delle

DUE sicilie.” Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $0.38.600.

28. Lira of Joachim Napoleon, 1813. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 26.
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LIRA OP JOACHIM NAPOLEON, 1813.

Reverse :
“ 1 lira

;
” rest same as No. 26. "Weight ; 77.161

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: ^.19.300.

29.

Mezza Lira of Joachim Napoleon. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue : Same as No. 26. Reverse : “ mez lira ”

{^Mezza Lira or Half Lira) ;
rest same as No. 27. Weight

:

38.580 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.09.650.

29. Scudo of Ferdinand IV. Obverse: Draped bust of

Ferdinand IV. Legend :
“ ferd iv. d. g. vtr. sic. et hieb.

BEX.” Exergue: “1816.”

SCUDO OF FERDINAND IV., 1816.

Reverse : Crowned round shield, bearing arms of Naples,

Castile, Aragon, Parma, and Tuscany, with a shield of pre-

tence, bearing arms of Anjou, surrounded by palm branches.

Legend: “hispaniarum infans.” “g. 120.” Weight: 424-

.883 grains. Fineness : 8.33.333. Value : §0.98^.

30. Half Scudo of Ferdinand IV. Obverse, Legend, and

Exergue : Same as No. 29. Reverse and Legend : Same as No.

29, with the exception of “g 60 ” taking the place of “g 120.”

Weight : 212.442 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: §0.49 J.

31. Scudo, 120 Grani of Ferdinand I., 1818. Obverse:
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Bust of Ferdinand I. legend: i. d. g. regni sicil-

lAUUM ET iiiER. REX " {Ferdinand I, by the Grace of God, King

of Sicily and Jerusalan). Exergue: “1818.”

SCUDO OF FERDINAND I., 1818.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Naples, Castile,

Aragon, Parma, and Tuscany, with the arras of Anjou on a

shield of pretence : from the shield are suspendetl several order

chains and orders. Ijcgend : “hispania"RVM infans,” and the

value: “g 120.” Around the edge: “ providentia opfimi

viuscin” {The precaution of the beat Prince). Weight: 424-

.883 grains. Fineness : 833.333. Value : §0.98|.

32. Half Scudo of Ferdinand I., 1818. Obverse, Legend,

.and Exergue: Same as No. 31. Reverse and Legend: Same

as No. 31, with the exwption that “g 60” takes the place of

“o 120.” Weight: 212.442 grains. Fineness: 833.333.

Value: $0.49J.

33. Carlino of Ferdinand I., 1818. Obverse, I./egend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 31. Reverse: A crowned shield, with

a shilk of wheat at each side, and bedecked with order chains

and badges of the Golden Fleece. Legend :
“ iiispan. infans.”

Value quite nominal at 8 cents.

34. Scudo of Franciscus I., 1826. Obverse: Bust of Fran-

cesco I. Legend: “ franciscus i. DEI gratiae rex.” Ex-

ergue: “1826.” Reverse: Shield, crowntnl, bearing arms of

Naples, Castile, Aragon, Parma, and Tuscany, with the arms

of Anjou on a shield of pretence, surrounded by laurel
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branches, crossed and tied; from the branches are suspended the

orders of the Golden Fleece, Malta, and St. George. Legend :

“kegni vtr sic et HiER.” Exergue : “a 120.” Weight:

424.882 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.98

35. Half Scudo of Franciscus I., 1826, Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 34, Reverse and Legend: Same as

No. 34. Exergue: “g 60” (60 grani). Weight: 212.441

grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.49 J.

36. Scudo of Ferdinand II., 1834. Obverse: Bust of Fer-

dinand II. Legend : “ferdinaxdvs ii. dei gratia rex.”

SCUDO OF FERDINAND II., 1834.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Naples, Castile,

Aragon, Parma and Tuscany, with the arms of Anjou on a

shield of pretence. Legend: “regni vtr sic et hier.” Ex-
ergue : “g 120” (120 ^ram). Weight: 424.881 grains. Fine-

ness: 833.333. Value: $0.98J.

37. Scudo of Ferdinand II,, 1856. Obverse: Bust of Fer-

dinand II., heavier and older in profile than the preceding, side

whiskers, and beard under the chin
;

rest same as No. 36.

Weight: 424.881 grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0,98J.
38. Half-Scudo of Ferdinand II. Obverse, Legend, and Ex-

ergue: Same as No. 37. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 36,

Exergue: “g 60.” Weight: 212.441 grains. Fineness: 833-

333. Value: $0.49}.

39. Two Carlini of Ferdinand II., 1856. Obverse, Legend,

aud Exergue : Same as No. 37. Reverse and Legend : Same as
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No. 36. Exergue: “g 20” (20 grant). Weight: 70.818

grains. Fineness: 833.333. A^alue : $0.16.

40. Scuclo of Franciscus II. Obverse: Youthful face of

Franciscus II. Legend: “fkanciscvs ii. dei gratia rex.”

Exergue: “1859.” Reverse, Legend, and Exergue: Same as

No. 36. Weight: 424.881 • grains. Fineness: 833.333.

Value: $0.98J.

41. Half-Scudo of Franciscus II. Obverse, Legend, and Ex-

ergue : Same as No. 40. Reverse and Legend : Same as No.

36. Exergue: “g 60
” (60 ^rant). Weight: 212.441 grains.

Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.49}.

42. Two Carlini of Franciscus II., 1859. Obverse, Ijegend,

and Exergue : Same as No. 40. Reverse and Legend : Same

as No. 36. Exergue: “g 20” (20 grant). Weight: 70.818

grains. Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.16.

43. Carlino of Franciscus II., 1859. Obverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 40. Reverse and Legend: Same as No.

36. Exergue: “g 10” (10 ^rani). Weight: 37.409 grains.

Fineness: 833.333. Value: $0.08.

44. Ilalf-Carlino of Franciscus II. Obverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 40. Reverse and Legend : Same as No.

36. Exergue: “g 5” (5 grant). Weight: 17.700 grains.

Fineness : 833.333. Value : $0.04.

PARMA.
GOLD COINS.

1. Doppia of Ferdinand I., 1786. Obverse: Head of Fer-

dinand I. Legend: “ferdinandus i. hispaxiar infaxs.”

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing the arras of Parma, with a

shield of pretence; and a heart .shield, bearing the arms of

Spain and Anjou
;
branches of laurel at either side. Ijegend :

“d. g. PARMA PLAC. ET. VASTAL. DUX, 1786” {Dei Gratia

Parma Placentiae ct Vastaliae Dux; meaning: By the grace of

God, Duke of Parma, Placentia and Guastalla). Weight: 110

grains. Fineness: 913. Value: $4.17.7079.
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2. Doppia of Ferdinand I., 1796. Obvei'se and Legend:

Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Weight: 110 grains. Fineness: 875. Value: $4.11.6147.

3. Forty Lires of Maria Louise, 1815. Obverse: Bust of

Maria Louise. Legend: “maria luigia PRI^'C. imp. arcid.

d’austria ” {Maria Louise Princess Imperial, Archduchess of

Austria). Exergue: “1815.” Reverse: Shield, bearing arms

of Parma, Piacenza and Guastalla, with the arms of Austria on

a shield of pretence, displayed upon a mantle of ermine draped

from a crown, and encircled by the order chains and badge of

St. George. Legend :
“ per la gr. di dig duch di parma

PIAC E guast” {Per La Gracia I)i Dio Duchessa Di Paimna

Piacenza e Guastalla; meaning: By the grace of God Duchess

of Parma, Piacenza and Guastalla). Exergue: “40 lire,” in

sunken letters. On the edge: “dirige me domine” {God

guides me). Weight: 199.123 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

§7.72.

4. Twenty Lires of Maria Louise, 1815. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same*as No. 3. Reverse and Legend: Same as

No. 3. Exergue: “20 lire;” rest same as No. 3. Weight:

99.562 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §3.86.

SILVER COINS.

1. Ducat of Ferdinand I. Obverse: Head of Ferdinand I.

Legend: “ feIidinandvs i. hispaniar infans.” Exergue:

A star. Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Parma.

Legend : “d. g. parm.e plac. et. vastal. dux.” {By the grace

of God, Duke of Parma, Piacenza and Guastalla). Exergue

:

Date of the year of issue. Weight: 396 grains. Fineness: 915.

Value: §0.98.

2. Half-Ducat of Ferdinand I. Obverse and Legend: Same
as No. 1. Reverse: A wTcath, inclosing the Value: “lire

TRE DI parma” {Three Lires of Parma). Exergue: Date of

the year of issue. Weight: 198 grains. Fineness: 915.

Value: §0.49.

3. Two Lires of Ferdinand I. Obverse and Legend : Same
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as No. 1. Reverse; A wreath inclosing the Value: “lire

DUE DI PARMA ” {Two Lives of Parvui); rest same as No. 2.

Weight: 132 grains. Fineness: 915. Value: $0.32J.

4. Lira of Ferdinand I. Obverse and Legend : Same as No.

1. Reverse: A wreath, inclo.siug the Value: “iara una di

PARMA ” (One Lira of Paiitia). Weight: 66 grains. Fine-

ness: 915. Value: ^0.16.

5. Five Lires of Maria Louise, 1815. Obverse: Bust of

Maria Louise. Legend :
“ maria luigia princ imp. arcid.

d’austria.” Exergue: “1815.” Reverse: Shield, bearing

arms of Parma, Piacenza and Guastalla, with arms of Austria

on a shield of pretence, displayed upon a mantle of ermine

draped from a crown from above, and encircled by the order

chain and badge of St. George. Legetid : “per la or. di dig

DUCH DI PARMA. PIAC E. GUAST.” {By the grace of God Duchess

of Paiina, Piacenza and Guastalla). Exergue ;
“ 5 lire.”

Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.96 J.

6. Two Lires of Maria Louise, 1815. Obver.se, Ijegend,and

Exergue: Same as No. 5. Reverse : Same.as No. 5. Exergue :

“ 2 LIRE.” Weight: 154.323 grains. P^ineuess : 900. Value;

$0.38.600.

7. Lira Nuova of Maria Louise, 1815. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue : Same as No. 5.

LIRA NUOVA OF MARIA LOUISE.

Reverse and Ijogend : Same as No. 5. Exergue :
“ lira

nuova” {New Lira). Weight: 77.161 grains. Fineness:

900. Value: $0.19.300.

8.

Half Lira or Ten Soldi of Maria Louise, 1815. Obverse,

Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 5.



ITALY. 939

Reverse: “ml” in a monogram, surmounted by a crown.

HALF LIRA OR 10 SOLDI OF MARIA LOUISE, 1815.

Logentl : Same as No. 5. Exergue: “10 soldi.” Weight:

38.580 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.09.650.

9. Quarter Lira or Five Soldi of Maria Louise, 1815. Ob-
verse, Legend, and Exergue : Same as No. 5.

QUARTER lira OR 5 SOLDI OF MARIA LOUISE, 1815.

Reverse : Same as No. 8. Legend : Same as No. 5. Ex-

ergue: “5 SOLDI.” Weight: 19.290 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §0.04.875.

PIEDMONT AND SARDINIA.
GOLD COINS.

1. Carlino of 5 Doppia of Victor Amaaeus, 1785. Head of

Victor Amadeus. Legend: “vie. am. d. g. rex Sardinia.”

Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse : An eagle

crowned, with an escutcheon on its breast, and under it a

sceptre and staff. Legend :
“ princ. pedem. dvx sabavd.”

(Princeps Pedemontanus Dux-Sabaudiae

;

meaning: Prince of

Piedmont, Duke of Savoy). Weight : 696 grains. Fineness

:

900. Value: §27.31.3231.

2. Double Doppia or Double Pistole of Victor Amadeus,

1785. Obverse, Legend, and E.xergue: Same as No. 1. Re-

verse and Legend: Same as No. 1. Weight: 280 grains.

Fineness: 904. Value: §10.80.7685.
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3. Doppia or Pistole of Victor Amadeus, 1785. Obverse,

liegend, and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend:

Same as No. 1. Weight: 140 grains. Fineness: 904. Value:

$5.40.3843.

4. Doppietta of Victor Amadeus, 1785. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend: Same as

No. 1. Weight: 49.250 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

$ 1 .88 .

5. Sequino or Zecchino of Charles Emmanuel IV., 1796.

Obverse : A crowned eagle, with an escutcheon on its breast,

and under it a sceptre and staff. Legend: “ carolvs Emma-
nuel D. G. SARDINI.E REX.” Reverse: The Annunciation of

the Virgin. Weight: 53.750 grains. Fineness : 985. Value:

$2.27,1033.

6. Carlino of Charles Emmanuel IV., 1797. Obverse: Head

of Charles Emmanuel IV. Legend: “carolus Emmanuel
IV.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Reverse : Crowned

eagle. Legend :
“ D. G. rex sar. cyp et ier.” {By the grace

of God King of Sardinia, Oypria and Jerusalem). Weight:

247.500 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $9.42J.

7. Half-Carlino of Charles Emmanuel IV., 1797. Obverse,

Reverse, and Legends. Same as No. 6. Weight: 123.750

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $4.71 J.

8. Doppia or Pistole of Charles Emmanuel IV., 1797. Ob-

verse, R(!verse, and Legends : Same as No. 6. VV’^eight : 140

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $5.40.3843.

9. Doppietta of Charles Emmanuel IV., 1797. Obverse, Re-

verse, and Ijegends : Same as No. 6. Weight: 49.250 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $1.88.

10. Doppia or Pistole of Victor Emanuel I., 1814. Ob-

verse : Bust of Victor Emanuel, the hair tied in a queue. Le-

gend : “vierroRivs emanvel.” Exergue: Date of the year

of issue. Reverse: Crowned eagle, with an escutcheon on its

breast, bearing the cross of Savoy, under the eagle a sceptre and

staff with the collar of the order “Prophecy of Mary.” Le-

gend: “ D. G. REX SARD. CYP. ET IER.” Weight: 140,156

grains. Fineness: 905. Value: $5.45.4535.
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11. Doppiaof 20 Lires of Charles Felix, 1826. Obverse:

Head of Charles Felix. Legend: “car. felix d. g. rex sar.

CYP ET HIER.” [Charles Felix by the grace of God King of Sar-

dinia, Cypria and Jerusalem). Exergue : Date of the year of

issue.

DOPPIA OF 20 LIRES OF CHARLES ALBERT, 1836.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing the arms of Sardinia,

Cypria, Jerusalem and Montferrat, with a shield of pretence,

bearing an eagle, with the cross of Savoy upon its breast
;
the

whole encircled by the order of chain and the order of “TAe

Prophecy of Maria.” Legend: “dvx sab. genvae et

MONTISF PRINC PED.” [Duhe of Savoy, Genoa and Monffetrat,

Prince of Piedmont). Exergue :
“ L 20 ” (20 Lires). Weight

:

99.569 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

12. Eighty Lires of Charles Felix, 1829. Obverse and Le-

gend; Same as No. 11.

EIGHTY LIRES OF CHARLES FELIX, 1829.

Reverse: Crowned pointed shield, bearing arms of Sardinia,

Cypria, Jerusalem and Montferrat, with a shield of pretence, bear-

ing an eagle, with cross of Savoy on its breast : the collar of the

order and order of “The prophecy of 3Iaria” suspended from

the sides of the shield, the whole inclosed by branches of laurel.
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Legend : Same as Xo. 1 1 . Exergue :
“ i. 80 ” (80 Lires).

Weight: 398.246 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $15.44.

13.

Forty Lires of Charles Felix, 1829. Obverse, Legend,
and Exergue: Same as Xo. 12.

FORTY AND TWENTY EIRES OF CHARI.E.S FELIX, 1829.

Reverse and Legend: Same as Xo. 12. Exergue: “l40”
(40 Lires). AVeight : 199.123 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:
$7.72.

14. Twenty Lires of Charles Felix, 1830. Obverse, Le-
gend, and Exergue: Same as Xo. 12. Reverse and Legend:
Same as Xo. 12. Exergue: “l 20” (20 Lires). Weight:

99.561 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

15. Hundred Lires of Charles Albert, 1833. Obverse:
Head of Charles Albert. Legend : “car albertvs d. g. rex
SARD. CYP. ET HIER.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

HUNDRED LIRES OF CHARLES ALBERT, 1833.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Savoy, draped

with the order chain and order of “ The Prophecy of Maria,”

inclosed between two branches of laurel, crossed. I.«egend

:

“dvx sab. genvae. et montisf. princ ped.” Exergue:
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“lIOO.” Weiglit : 497.816 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

§19.30.

16. Eighty Lires of Charles Albert, 1834. Obverse, Le-

gend, and Exergue: Same as No. 15. Reverse and Legend:

Same as No. 15. Exergue: “l 80” (80 Lires). Weight:

398.246 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §15.44.

17. Forty Lires of Charles Albert, 1834. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 15. Reverse and Legend: Same

as No. 15. Exergue: “ L 40 ” (40 Lires). Weight: 199.123

grains. Finene.ss: 900. Value: §7.72.

18. Twenty Lires of Charles Albert, 1834. Obverse, Tjo-

gend, and Exergue: Same as No. 15.

TWENTY LIRES OF CHARLES ALBERT, 1834.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 15. Exergue: “l 20”

(20 Lires). Weight : 99.569 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

§3.86.

19.

Ten Lires of Charles Albert, 1834. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 15.

TEN LIRES OF CHARLES ALBERT, 1834.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 15. Exergue: ‘‘lIO”

(10 Lires). Weight : 49.784 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

§1.93.

20.

Hundred Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse: Head

of Victor Emanuel II. Legend: “victorivs emanuel ii.
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D. o. HEX, SARD. CYP. ET HIER,” Exergue : Date of the year

of issue. Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing arms of Savoy,

draped with the order chain of “The Propheey of Maria;” the

whole inclosed between two branches of laurel, crossed and tied.

Legend :
“ Dvx sab. genvae et montisf prixc. ped ” {Duke

of Savoy, Genoa, Monfferrat, Prince of Piedmont). Exergue :

“l 100.” Weight : 497.816 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

$19.30.

21. Eighty Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue : Same as No. 20. Reverse and Legend : Same

as No. 20. Exergue: “l 80” (80 Lires). Weight: 398.246

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $15.44.

22. Forty Lires of Victor Flmanuel II. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 20. Reverse and Legend: Same

as No. 20. Exergue: “l40”(40 Lires). Weight: 199.123

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $7.72.

23. Twenty Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue : Same as No. 20. Reverse and Legend : Same

as No. 20. Exergue: “l 20” (20 Lires). Weight: 99.561

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

24. Ten Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 20. Reverse and Legend: Same

as No. 20. Exergue: “l 20” (20 Lires). Weight; 49.784

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.93.

SILVER COINS.

1. Scudo of Charles Emmanuel III., 1765. Obverse: Bust in

armor of Charles Emmanuel III. I^egend : “car. em d. g.

REX. .SAR. CYP. ET lER.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Reverse: Crowned, round shield, bearing arms of Sardinia,

Savoy, Montferrat, and Piedmont. IjOgend : “DVX Sabavd.

ET MOXTISFER. PRIXC. PEDEM ” {Dux Sobaudiae et Montisfer-

rati, Princeps Pedemontii, meaning : Duke of Savoy and Mont-

ferrat Prince of Piedmont). Weight : 542 grains. Fineness

:

902. Value: $1.38.
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2.

Half-Scudo of Three Lires of Charles Emmanuel III.
Obverse, Legend, aud Exergue: Same as Xo. 1. Reverse and

SCUDO OF CHARLES EMMANUEL III., 1765.

Legend: Same as Xo. 1. eight : 271 grains. Fineness:
902. Value: 80.69.

3.

Two Lires of Charles Emmanuel III. Obverse, Legend,
and Exergue: Same as Xo. 1.

TWO LIRE.S OP CHARLES EMMANUEL III., 1756.

Reverse and Legend: Same as Xo. 1. Weight: 180.666
grains. Fineness: 902. Value: $0.46.

4.

Scudo of Victor Amadeus, 1786. Obverse: Head of
Victor Amadeus. Legend :

“ vie am. d. g, rex SARDiNiiE.”
Reverse: Eagle, crowned, with an escutcheon on his breast,

bearing the cross of Savoy
;
under it a sceptre and staff. Le-

gend :
“ PRINC. PEDEM. Dvx SA BAVD ” (Pnnccps PedernontU,

Dux Sabaudiae, meaning: Prince of Piedmont, Duke of Savoy.)

3H
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Weight: 362.500 grains. Fineness: 896. Value: $0.91-

.2468.

5. The Half and Quarter Scudo bear the same Devices and

Legends, and their Weight, Fineness, and Value in exact pro-

portion.

6. Scudo of Charles Emmanuel TV., 171^7. Obverse: Head

of Charles Emmanuel IV. Legend: “cauolus kmmanuel
IV.” Reverse : Same as No. 4. Legend :

“ D. o. REX s.\u.

CYP. ET ier” {Dei Gratia Rex Sardiniae Cyjyria el lerosoly-

mae, meaning: By the Grace of God, King of Sardinia, Cyprus,

and Jerusalem). Weight: 362.500 grains. Fineness: 896.

Value: $0.91.2468.

7. Scudo of 6 Lires of Victor Emanuel I., 1814. Obverse:

Bust of Victor Emanuel I. Ijcgcnd :
“ vic. em. d. g. rex. sar.

CYP. ET. IER.” Exergue: Date of the year of i>sue. Reverse:

Crowned circular shield, the arms (juartered, the arms of Sar-

dinia occupying the first quarter, Cypria the second, Jerusalem

the third, and Montferrat the fourth
;

a shield of pretenc-e,

bearing an eagle, with the cross of Savoy upon its breast
;
the

whole encircled by the order chain and the orderof “The Prophecy

of Maria.'* lA?gend : "nvx sabavd. et. mo.vtisfer. princ.

PEDEM.” {Duke of Savoy and Montferrat, Prince of Piedmwvl).

Weight: 541.364 grains. Fineness: 903. Value: $1.37.8841.

8. IIalf-S<'udo of Victor Emanuel L, 1814. Obverse, I^e-

gend and Exergue : Same as No. 7. Reverse and Legend

:

Same as No. 7. Weight: 270.682 grains. Fineness: 903.

Value: $0.68.9420.

9. Scudo of Five Lires of Victor Emanuel L, 1817. Ob-

verse : Bust of Victor Emanuel L, facing to the right, his hair

tied with ribbon in a queue. Ijcgend : “vie. EM. P. o. REX

SARD. CYP. ET iiiER.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Reverse: Crowneil shield, bearing .«ame arms, etc., as upon

Reverse of No. 7. Legend : Same as No. 7. Exergue: “ E 5”

{5 Lires). Weight : 385.808 grain.*. Fineness : 900. Value:

$0.96J.

10. Scudo of Five Lires of Charles Felix, 1828. Obverse:
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SCUDO OF FIVE LIKES OF VICTOR EMANUEL I., 1817.

Head of Charles lelix. Legend: “car, felix d. g. rex
SAR. CYP. ET. HIER.’'

SCUDO OF FIVE LIRF.S OF CHARLES FELIX, 1828.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing same arms, etc., as upon
Reverse of No. 7. Legend : Same as No. 7. Exergue: “l 5”
{5 Lives). Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness: 900. A'alue-
;$0.96i.

SCUDO OF FIVE LIKES OF CHARLES ALBERT, 1833.
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11. Scudo of Five Lirea of Charles Albert, 1833. Obverse:

Head of Charles Albert. Legend : “car. albertvs. d. g. rex
.SARD. CYP ET HIER.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

Reverse : Crowned shield, bearing same arms, etc., as upon

Reverse of Xo. 7. Legend : Same as No. 7. Exergue : “l 5”

{5 Lives). Weight : 385.808 grains. Fineness : 900. Value:

$0.96L
12. Scudo of Five Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse:

Head of Victor Emanuel II. Legend :
“ victoriv.s emanuel

II D. G. REX SARD. CYP. ET HIER.” Exergue: Date of the year

of issue.

FIVE LIRES OF VICTOR EMANUEL II., 1851.

Reverse: Crowned shield, l>earing arms of Savoy draped from

the side by the order chain and order of “F/ic Prophecy of Ma-

ria,’’ encircled by two branches of laurel, crossed and tied. Le-

gend : “DVX sab. GENVAE ET MONTISF. PRINC PED.” Ex-

ergue: “ L 5
” (5 Z-ircs). Weight: 385.808 grains. Fineness:

900. Value : $0.96 J.

TWO LIRES OF CHARLES FELIX.
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13. Two Lires of Charles Felix, 1827. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue : Same as No. 10.

Reverse and I.<egend : Same as No. 7. Exergue :
“ L 2 ” (2

Lires). Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

30.38.600.

14. Lira of Charles Felix, 1827. Obverse, Legend, and Ex-

ergue : Same as No. 10.

LIRA OF CHARLES FELIX, 1827.

Reverse and Legend ; Same as No. 7. Exergue: “l 1 ” (1

Lira). Weight: 77.161 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

30.19.300.

15. Two Lires of Charles Albert, 1833. Obverse,’ Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 11. Reverse and Legend: Same

as No. 7.- Exergue: “l 2’’ (2 Lires). Weight: 154.323

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: 30.38.600.

16. Lira of Charles Albert, 1833. Obverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 11. Reverse and Legend: Same as

No. 7. Exergue: “l 1” (1 Lira). Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: 30.1 9.300.

1 7. Two Lires of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 12. Reverse and Legend: Same as No.

12. Exergue: “l 2” (2 Lires). Weight: 154.323 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: 30.38.600.

18. Two Lires of Victor Emanuel II., 1859. Obverse:

Head of Victor Emanuel II. Legend: “vittorio emaxuele
II.” Exergue: “1859.” Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing

arms of Savoy, from the upper end of the shield is suspended

the collar chain and the order of “The Prophecy of Maria,” en-

circled by laurel branches, crossed and tie<l. Legend: “dio

PROTEGE l’italia ” ( God protects Italy). Exergue :
“ L 2 ” (2



950 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

Lires). Weight: 154.323 grains. Finenes.s : 900. Value:

§0.38.600.

19. Lira of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend, and E.x-

e.-gue: Same as No. 12. Reverse and I>;gend : Same as No.

12. Exergue: “l 1” (1 Lira). Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §0. 19.300.

20. Lira of Victor Emanuel II., 1859. Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue: Same as No. 18. Reverse and Legend : Same as

No. 18. Exergue: “l1”(1 Lira). Weight: 77.161 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: SO.19.300.

21. Half-Lira of Victor Emanuel II. Obverse, Legend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 12.

HALF LIRA OF FIFTY CENTISIMI OF VICTOR EMANUEL II.

Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 12. Exergue: “c 50."

Weight: 19.290 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.09.650.

ROIME.
GOLD COINS.

1. Ten Scudi of Pope Gregorius XVI. Obverse: Bust of

PojMJ Gregorius XVI. Legend: “gregorivs. xvi. PON.

MAX. ANNO;” then follows the date of tlie Pontiff’s reign in

Roman numerals.

f'^/r SCVDI

TEN SCUDI OF POPE GREGORIUS XVI.

Reverse : Laurel wreath, inclosing the value :
“ 10 scUDi,”
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and below the date of the year of issue. Weight: 267.534

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §10.20.

2. Five Scudi of Pope Gregorius XVI. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same us Xo. 1. Reverse and inscription the same, with

the exception that “ 5 ” takes the place of “ 10.” Weight

:

133.766 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §5.10.

3. Two and a Half Scudi of Pope Gregorius XVI. Ob-

verse and Legend: Same as Xo. 1. Reverse: Laurel wreath,

inclosing the value :
“ scudi,” below in heavy characters “ 2.50,”

still lower the date of the year of issue. Weight : 66.883 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §2.55.

4. Scudo of Pope Gregorius XVI. Obverse and Legend :

Same as Xo. 1. Reverse: Laurel wreath, inclosing the value:

“ 1 SCUDO,” and the date of the year of issue. Weight: 26.753

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.02.

5. Doppia of 1846, issued during the interregnum occasioned

by the death of Poj>e Gregorius XVI., by the Cardinal Cam-
merling, who had the sole authority to issue money during

that period. The coins thus issued bear always the motto

:

“SEDD v.\cante” {The Seat vacfint). Obverse: Full length

figure of St. Peter, his right hand uplifted to heaven, in his left

two keys; clouds surrounding him and in the background
;
at his

feet a cardinal’s hat and ta.ssels, inclosing a pointed shield with

three rosettes upon it. Legend: “apostoeorvm prixceps”

{Prince Apostle). Reverse: Round shield, bearing a rosette

upon a field azure, two staffs saUiere behind the shield, above the

shield a cardinal’s hat with tassels, two keys saltiere above the

cardinal’s hat. Legend :
“ sede vacante” {The Papal chair

vacant) “ mdcccxxxxvi. (1846).” Weight: 84.398 grains.

Fineness: 916.667. Value: §3.32.5441.

6. Ten Scudi of Pope Pius IX. Obverse : Bust of Pope

Pius IX. Legend :
“ Pivs IX. po.nt. max. axxo; ” then follows

the date of the year of the Pontificate (Pius IX. Pontifex Maxi-

mus ; meaning: Pius IX. Supreme Pontiff). Reverse: Laurel

wreath, inclosing the value: “ 10 scudi;” and below, the date

of the year of issue. Weight : 267.534 grains. Fineness : 900.

Value: §10.20.
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7. Five Scudi of Pope Pius IX. Obverse anu Legend:

Same as No. 6. Reverse : Laurel wreath, inclosing the value :

“ 5 SCUDI and below the date of the year of issue. Weight

:

133.766 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §5.10.

8. Two and a Half Scudi of Pope Pius IX. Obvei'se and

Legend: Same as No. 6. Reverse: Laurel wreath, inclosing

the value :
“ scuDi,” below in heavy character :

“ 2.50,” still

lower the date of the year of issue. Weight: 66.883 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: §2.55.

9. Scudo of Pope Pius IX. Obverse and Legend : Same as

No. 6. Reverse: Laurel wreath, inclosing the value: “1

SCUDO,” and the date of the year of issue. Weight: 26.753

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §1.02. The Scudo of Pope

Pius IX., of 1853, is smaller in size, but of the same weight.

SILVER COINS.

1. Scudo of Pope Pius VII. Obverse: Arms and Insignia

of Pope Pius VII. Legend: “pivs vii. pon. m. an.,” and

the date of the Ponti6cate in Roman numerals.

SCUDO OP POPE PIUS VII., 1803.

Reverse: The Virgin Mary, seated upon a cloud, holding

two keys in her right hand, and a lantern in her left
;
beneath

it, a small .shield with the arms of the Pontiff, be<leckcd with

hat and tassels. Legend : “auxilivm de sancto ” (Help from
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the Sanctuary). Exergue : Date of the year of issue. Weight

:

415 grains. Fineness : 900. Value: ^1.00.

2. Scudo of Pope Lrco XII. Ob\’erse : Bust of Pope Leo
XII. Legend: “ leo xii. font. max. anno;” and the date

of the year of the Pontificate. Reverse: Shield, bearing the

arms of the Po]>e of the family Chiaramonte, with the ensigns

of the Pope, the tiara and keys of St. Peter. Weight: 415
grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.00.

3. Scudo of 1830. “ Sede Vacante” (^The Papal chair being

vacant). Obverse: A shield, bearing a cock and a star, sur-

mounted by a cross-staff, hat, keys, and tas.sels. Legend : “sede
VACANTE. MDCCCXXX.” {The seat vacant, 1830). Exergue:
“ ROMA.” (Rome). Reverse : The Sacred Dove in a glory of

rays. Legend :
“ veni lu.men cordium.” {Come Light of Cem-

cord). Weight: 41 5 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.00.

4. Testoon of 1830. “Sede Vacante.” Obverse, Legend,

and Exergue : Same as Xo. 3.

TE.STOON OF 1830.

Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 3. Weight: 130 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.32J.

5.

Scudo of Pope Gregorius XVI., 1834. Obverse: Bust

of Pope Gregorius XVI. Legend: “gregorivs xvi. pon.

MAX. A.;” and the date of the year of the Pontificate. Ex-
ergue: “1834.” Reverse: The circumcision of Jesus, Simeon

receiving the infant Jesus from the hands of his mother, the

Virgin Mary. In the background, to the right, is Joseph,

carrying a basket, containing two doves. To the left is the

prophetess, Anna, with clasped hands, looking upon Jesus.
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Legend: “lumen ad kevelationem gentium ” {Light to the

Revelation of the Nations). Exergue :
“ koma ” {Rome).

Weight: 415 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.00.

6.

Scudo of Pope Gregorius XVI., 1835-1845. Obverse

and Legend : Same as No. 5.

SCL’DO OF POPE GKEGORIUS XVI., 1835-1845.

Kever.se: A laurel wreath inclosing the value: “seVDo,”

below the date of the year of issue. Weight: 415 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: $1.00.

7. Scudo of 1846. “sede vacante” {The Papal chair being

vacant). Obverse: The Sacred Dove, wings exj>audt‘d, sur-

rounded by rays. Legend: “non relinqva.m vos orphanos.”

Exergue: “scUDO.” Reverse: Shield, bearing a rosette uj)on

a field azure, the Grand Cross of the Ix'gion of Honor is sus-

pended from the bottom of the shield
;
two staffs saltiere behind

the shield, above the shield a cardinal’s hat with ta.ssels, two

keys saltiere above the cardinal’s hat. Legend : “sede va-

cante” {The Papal chair vacant), “mdcccxxxxvi ” (1846).

V eight: 415 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $1.00.

8. Scudo of Pope Pius JX. Obverse: Bust of Pope Pius

IX. Legend : “pivs. ix. Pont. max. anno,” and the date of

the year of the Pontificate in Roman numerals. Reverse: A
laurel wreath inclosing the Value: “seVDO,” below the date of

the year of issue. Weight: 415 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: $1.00.

9. Half-Scudo of fifty Bajocchi of Pope Pius IX. Obverse
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and Legend : Same as No. 8. Reverse : A laurel wreath in-

closing the value: “50 baiocchi,” below the date of the year

of issue. Weight: 207.500 grains. Fineness: 900. Value:

30.50.

10. Twenty Bajocchi of Pope Pius IX. Obvei-sc and Le-

gend : Same as No. 8. Reverse : A laurel wreath inclosing the

Value: “20 baiocchi:” below the date of the vear of issue.
' ¥

Weight: 83 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.20.

11. Ten Bajocchi of Poj)c Pius IX. Obverse: Shield, bear-

ing arms of Pope Pius IX., of the Ferreti family; the tiara and

keys, sallicre. Legend :
“ Pivs ix. Pox. max. an.; ” and the year

of the Pontificate in Roman numerals. Reverse: A laurel

wreath inclosing Value: “10 baiocciii;” below the date of the

year of issue. Weight: 41.500 grains. Fineness: 900.

Value: §0.10.

12. Five Bajocchi of Poj)e Pius IX. Obverse and Legend :

Same as No. 1. Reverse: laurel wreath inclosing Value :
“5

BAIOCCHI;” below the date of the year of issue. Weight: 20-

.750 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.05.

13. Two Lires of Pope Pius IX., 1869. Obverse: Bust of

Pope Pius IX. Legend: “ Pivs. ix. Pox. max xxiv.” (Pm.s

IX., Pontifex Maximus XXI meaning: Pius IX., Suprane

Pontiff, twenty-fourth year of his Pontificate).

TWO LIRES OF POPE PIUS IX., 1869.

Reverse: A heavy wreath inclosing the Value: “2 lire,
1869.” Legend :

“ stato poxtificio ” {Pontifieial State).

Weight: 154.323 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.38.600.
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SILVER COINS ISSUED DURING THE RE-
PUBLIC, 1849.

1. Forty Bajocchi, of 1849. Obverse: Eagle perched upon

fasces, and surrounded by a heavy wreath of oak. Legend

;

“ DIO E POPOLO ” (God and the people). Reverse :
“ 40 BAIOC-

CHi;” below a fancy dash, the whole surrounded by a circle of

dots. Legend REPUBBLICA ROMANA.” Exergue: “1849.”

Weight: 180 grains. Fineness: 739.533. Value: §0.38J.

2. Sixteen Bajocchi of 1849. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 1. Reverse: “16 baiocchi;” rest same as No. 1. Le-

gend and Exergue: Same as No. 1. Weight: 72 grains.

Fineness: 739.533. Value: §0.14J.

3. Eight Bajocchi of 1849. Obverse and LK?gend : Same as

No. 1. Reverse: “8 BAIOCCHI;” rest same as No. 1. Weight:

36 grains. Fineness: 739.533. Value: §0.07 J.

4. Four Bajocchi of 1849. Obverse and Legend: Same as

No. 1. Reverse: “4 baiocchi;” rest same as No. 1. Weight:

18 grains. Fineness: 739.533. Value: §0.03J.

The four coins have now only a historical value, and are

mostly deposited in public museums of Europe; the numisma-

tists of Europe have of late years been paying a high premium.

TUSCANY.
Tuscany was seized by the French in March, 1799. Ferdi-

nand III., the grand duke, was dispossessed by France, and his

dominions given to Louis, son of the King of Spain, with the

title of King of Etruria, February 26, 1801. He died June

30, 1803; and soon afterwards this State was transformed into

an appendage to the crown of Italy, but was restored to Austria

in 1814. In 1824 the grand duke Leopold, of Austria, as-

cended the throne of Tu.scany. At the present time the grand

duchy of Tuscany forms only a part of the kingdom of Italy

under King Humbert.

GOLD COINS.

1. Ruspone of Ferdinand IV. Obverse: A lily. Legend:
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“ferndinandvs III. D. G. A. A. M. D. ETR.” {Ferdinaudus IV.,

Dei Gratia Archidvuc Ausiriae, Magnus Dux Etruriae; mean-
ing : Ferdinand III., by the Grace of God, Archduke of Austria,

Grand Duke of Tuscany). Reverse : A figure of St. John the

Baptist. Legend: “s. joankes baptista” {St. John the Bap-
tist). Weight: 161.250 grains. Fineness: 997. Value:

$6.92J.

2. Zecchino or Sequin of Ferdinand III. Obverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 1.

Weight: 53.812 grains. Fineness : 997. Value : §2.31.1587.

3. Ruspone of the Kingdom of Etruria (Tuscany), 1803.

Obverse: A lily. Legend: “ludovicus r. d. g. hisp. inf.

REX ETRVPIAE.” Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 1.

/Weight: 161.468 grains. Fineness: 999. Value: §6.95.

4. Ruspone of the Kingdom of Etruria (Tuscany), 1804.

Obverse: A lily. Legend: “carolvs i. d. g. rex. et. m
ALOYSIA R. rectrix.” {Carolus I, Dei Gratia Rex et 3Iaria

Aloysia Regina Rectrix; meaning: Carolus by the Grace of
God, King and Maria Louise Queen Regent). Reverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 1. Weight: 161.468 grains. Finene.ss:

999. Value: §6.95.

5. Eighty Fiorini of 133J Lire of Leopold II., 1827. Ob-
verse : A lily. Legend :

“ leopoldvs ii. d. g. p. i. a. p. r. h.

ET B. A. A., MAGN DVX ETR ” {Lcopoldus II. Dei Gratia Pnneeps
Imperii Austriae Pnneeps Regalis ITungai'iae et Bohemiae Arch-

idux Austriae Magnus Dux Etruriae, meaning: Leopold II, by

the Grace of God, Prince Imperial of Austria, Prince Royal of
Hungary and Bohemia, Arch of Austria, Grand Duke of
Etruria or Tuscany). Reverse: A pointed shield, suspended

upon the Cross of Malta, which is surmounted by a crown and

backed by two flag-staffs, saltier-wise, encircled by the order

chain and badge of the Golden Fleece and the banners depend-

ing from the flag-staffs. Legend: “ su.sceptor noster deus.”

Exergue :
“ K 24 ” (24 Carats), and the date of the year of is-

sue. Weight: 503.372 grains. Fineness: lOQQ {Pure Gold).

Value: §21.65.
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6. Riispotie of Three Zecchini, or Forty Lires of Leopold

II,, 1836. . Obverse: A lily. Legend :
“ leopoldvs ir. D. G.

A. A. M. i>. ETii ” {Leopold II., by the Grace of God, Archduke of

Austria, Grand Duke of Thiscany). Reverse: St. John the

Baptist, seated, a cross-staff in his right hand. Ijegend : “s.

JOANNES BAPTiSTA.” Exergue : “1836.” Weight: 161.468

grains. Fineness: 1000 {Pure GoUl). Value: $6.95.5089.

7. Zecchino of 13J Lire of Leopold II. Obverse: A lily.

Legend: “ leopoldvs ii. d. g. a. a. m. d. etr.” Reverse:

St. John the Baptist, seated, in his left hand a cross-staff, with

his right hand he points upwards. Legend: “s. Joannes

BAPTISTA.” Exergue : Date of the year of issue.

SILVER COINS.

1. Leopoldone of Peter Leopold, Archduke of Austria,

1769. Obverse: Bust of Peter Ijeopold. Legend: “pctrvs

I.EOPOLDVS D. G. P. R. H. ET B, A. A. M. D. ETRUR ” {PetrUS

Leopoldus Dei Gratia Princeps RepaHi Ihingariae et Bohemiae

Archidux Austriae Magnus Dux Etruriae, meaning: Peter Txo-

pohl, by the Grace of God, Prince Royal of Hungary and Bo-

hemia, Archduke of Austria, Grand Duke of Tuscany).

LEOPOLDONE OF LEOPOLD L, 1769 AND 1789.

Reverse: Crowned sliield, backed by the Cross of Malta;

arms of Austria, lA)tharingia, and Tuscany uj)on a shield of

pretence. lA*gend : “dirige domine gres.svs meos” {Lord
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direct my step.9). Exergue: “pisis” [Mint-mark of Pina).

Weight : 424.52(S grains. Finene.ss : 916.6G7. Value : $1.07J.

2. Scudo of Ferdinand III., 1795. Obverse: Undraped

bust of Ferdinand III. Legend: “ ferdixaxdvs hi d. g. p.

R. H. ET R. A. A. M. D. ETRUR.” Reverse: Crowned shield,

backed by the star of Malta, and encircled by the order chain

and badge of the Golden Fleece. Legend: “lex tua Veri-

tas” [Truth thy law). Weight: 424.528 grains. Fineness:

916.667. Value: §1.07^.

3. Scudo of the Kingdom of Etruria, Louis 1., 1801. Ob-

verse: Undraped bust of Louis I. Legend: “l.UDOVicus l.

D. G. riiSP. INF. REX ETRURIA E ETC ” [Ludoi'icus I. Dei Gratia

Hispaniarum Infans Rex Etrnriae, etc., meaning : Louis I., by the

Grace of God, Infant of Spain, King of Etruria or Tuscany,

etc.) Reverse: Crowned shield, backeil by the star of Malta,

and bedecked with the order chain and badge of the Golden

Fleece,' and three order stars
;
a shield of pretence and a heart

shield : the first bearing the arms of Spain, and the second those

of Anjou and Tuscany. Legend: “vipeant pauperp:s et

LCETENTUR ” [Let the poor see and rejoice). Weight : 424,528

grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value: S1.07J.

4. Ten Lires of Charles Louis and Maria Louise, 1807.

TEN LIRES OF CHARLES LOUIS AND MARIA LOUISE, 1807.

Obverse: Busts of Charles and Maria Louise, side by side.

Legend: “carolVS LVD. D. G. re.x etr et m aloysia r.
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RECTRix I. I. H. H ” {Carolus Ludovicos Dei Gratia Bex
Etrunac et Maria Aloysia Regina Bectinx Infans Infans

llispaniarum Ilispayiiarum, meaning: Charles Louis, by the

Grace of God, King of Etruria, and Maria Louise Queen Re-

gent Infant of Spain, Infant of Spain),

Reverse : Same as No. 3. Legend :
“ domixe spe.s mea A

lUVEXTUTE MEA ” {Lord, my hope from my youth). Exergue

:

“ FL.OR” {Florentiae, Flormce). “ 1807.’’ Around the edge:

“dieci iare” {Ten Lires). Weight: 608.743 grains. Fine-

ness-: 958.333. Value: $1.64J.

5. Ten Paoli, of 6| Lire, of Charles Louis and Maria

Louise, 1807. Obverse: Busts of Charles Louis to the left,

and Maria Louise to the right, face to face. I^egend : Same as

No. 4. Reverse and I^egend : Same as No. 4. Exergue

:

“pisis” {Mint-mark of Pisa). “1807.” Weight: 424.528

grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value : §1.07J. The above two

coins have been issued in the same year, and unless seen side by

side have often deceived the collectors of coin : their values

differ materially.

6. Scndo of Ferdinand III. of 1820. Obverse: Undraped

bust of Ferdinand III. Legend: “ferdixaxd hi. d. g. p.

I. A. p. R. II. ET B. A. A. M. D. ETRUR.” Reverse: Crowned

shield, bearing arms of Austria, Lotharingia, and Tuscany,

draped with the order chain and badge of the Golden Fleece,

also the order band and star of Maria Theresia, and the order

band and star of the Tuscan order of St. Stephen. Legend:

“lex tua VERITAS” {Thy law truth). Exergue: “pisis”

{Mint-mark of Pisa). “1820.” Weight: 424.528 grains.

Fineness: 916.667. Value: §1.074.

7. Leopoldone of Leopold II. of 1836. Obverse: Bust of

I^eopold II. Legend :
“ leopoldvs ii. p. g. p. i. a. p. r. h.

ET B. A. A. MAGX. DVX ETR.” Reverse: Crowned shield,

backed by the Star of Malta, upon the shield a shield of pre-

tence with the arms of Tuscany
;
from the upper ends of the

shield is suspended the order chain and badge of the order of

the Golden Fleece, at the side of it the Maria Theresia order,

I
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and that of St. Stephen of Tuscany. Legend: “sv.sceptor

xosTER DEVS.” Exergue : “risis. 1836.” Weight: 424-

.528 grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value: SL07L

8.

Half Leopoldone of Leopold I., 1777. Obverse: Bust

of Leopold I. Legend :
“ petrvs Leopoldvs d. g. p. r. h.

ET B. A. A. M. D. ETRUR.” {Pdi'us Leopoldus Dei Gratia Prin-

ceps Repaid Hungariae et Bohcmiae Arehidux Austriae, Magnus

Dux Etruria; meaning: Peter Leopold, by the Grace of God,

Prince Royal of Hungary and Bohemia, Archduke of Austria,

Grand Duke of Tuscany).

HALF leopoldone OP LEOPOLD I., 1777.

Reverse: Crowned shield, bearing arms of Tuscany, backed

by the Cross of Malta and draped by the order chain ahd

badge of the order of the Golden Fleece. Legend: “dirige

DOMiNEGRES.sus.MEOS.” Exergue : “pisrs, 1777.” Weight:

212.271 grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value: §0.54.

9. Five Lire of Charles Louis and Maria Ijouise, 1804.

Obverse and Ijcgend : Same as No. 4. Reverse, Legend, and

Exergue : Same as No. 4. AVeight : 303.985 grains. Fine-

ness: 958.333. A'alue; §0.82.

10. Five Paoli of Charles Louis and Maria Louise, 1804.

Obverse and Legend : Same as No. 5. Reverse, T^egend, and

Exergue: Same as No. 5. AA’^eight: 212.271 grains. Fine-

ness: 916.667. Value: $0.54.

lOL Five Paoli of Ferdinand III., 1820-1824. Obverse

and Legend: Same as No. 6. Reverse, Legend, and Exergue;

31
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Same as No. 6. Weight: 212.271 grains. Fineness: 916.667.

Value: $0.54.

11.

Five Paoli of Leopold II., 1829. Obverse and Legend:

Same as No. 7.

FIVK AND TWO PAOI.I OF LEOPOLD II., 1829.

Peversp, Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 7. Weight:

212.271 grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value: $0.54.

12. Two Paoli of Ijcopold I. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 8.

Reverse, Legend, and Exergue: Same as No. 8. Weight:

84.905 grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value: $0.21^.

13. Fiorino of Ferdinand III., 1823. Obverse: A lily.

Ix'geud : “quatthini cento, 1823” {Hundred farthings).

Exergue: “fiorino.”

Reverse: Same as No. 6. Weight: 106.128 grains. Fine-

ness: 916.667. Value: 80.26.

14. Fiorino of Leopold II., 1847. Obverse: A lily. Ia*-

gend : “quattrini cento, 1847.” Exergue: “fiorino.”

Reverse: A lion courant, in his right paw a banner. Legend :

“governo della TOSiCA'Sa ” {Gorernmad of Tuscany). Ex-

ergue: IIeart-shaj)ed shield. Weight: 106.128 grains. Fine-

ness: 916.667. Value: 80.26.

15. Fiorino of Leopold II., 1859. Obverse: Rust of Leo-

jK>ld II. Ivegend : “leopoi.do ii. a. d' ..gr.\nduc.\ di tos-

c.\NA.” (Leopoldo II., Arciduca Austria, GranducQ di Toscana;

meaning: Leopold II., Archduke of Amtria, Grand Duke of

Tuscany). Reverse: A lily, surrounded by a circle of dots.
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Legend: ^‘quattrini cento, 1859.’’ Exergue: “fiorino.”
Weight: 106.128 grains. Fineness: 916.667. Value: $0.26.

VENICE.

GOLD COINS.

1. Hundred Zecchini of Ludovico IManin, the last Doge of
the old Ecpublic of Venice, 1797. Obverse: Full length
figure of St. Mark, l)efore him the Doge in ducal robes, kneel-
ing upon a cushion, his left hand supporting a cross-staff. To
the right of the staff, and parallel with the same: “DVX”
on each of the letters, one above the other, a rosette below
{Dux. duke). To the right of' the kneeling Doge the Legend :

“LVDOVICVS (a rosette) MANIN.” (a rosette). To the
left of St. Mark tite Legend: “S. (a rosette) M. (a rosette)

VEXL1\S.” (a rosette). {S. M. Venetus

;

viz.; Sanctus
Marcus Vendus; meaning: St. Mark of Venice). A dotted
circle, raised, surrounds the whole, the outer edge escallopcd.
Reverse: Full length figure of Clirist, jKunting with his right
hand upwards, in his left the orb surmounted by a Coptic Crols;
surrounded by thirteen stars ranged oblong, encircled by dots
ranged oblong, and pointed at the ends, the whole inclosed by
a raised line oblong, and also pointed at the ends. Legend to
the right: “SIT (a rosette) T. XP2 (in Greek characters, mean-
ing: Christ), (a rosette) DAT. (a rosette) Q (a rosette) TVRi:-
GIS. (a rosette) ISTE (a rosette) DVCATVM ” {Sit tibi Christe
datum, quod tu regis. Iste ducatum

;

meaning: To Thee 0
Christ, be it cofn] given, because Thou governest
«a//y]. lie [<St. Marki] governs the Duchy).

Ihis Legend on the Reverse is the same as that of the Ve-
netian Ducat of 1280, which is thus explained by Signor Mu-
ratori, iu his Antiquitaies Italiccc Medii yEvi, Vol. II., p. 649.

Sit tibi Christe dEtutn, cjuod ^vel tu regis,*^
** Iste (ipse) ducatum.”

We doubt this interpretation, and supijose that iste has been
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originally {ipse). This Legend is, however, curious, as being

both an hexameter and an old monkish rhyme. (Ed.)

Weight: 5379.375 grains. Fineness; 993.056. Value;

^230.04.3505. Its size in diameter is a little over three inches

or 77 Millimetres.

2. Sequin or Zecchino of Ludovicus Manin, 1795. Obverse

and Legends: Same as No. 1. Reverse: Full length figure of

Christ, seventeen stars instead of thirteen, as No. 1 ;
rest same

as No. 1. Legend: Same as No. 1, only the words “Duca-

tum ” is on some abbreviated “ dvca,” on others “ ducatvs.”

AA'eight : 53.792 grains. Fineness: 993.056. Value: §2.30.

3. Half Sequin or Zecchino. Obverse and I^egends: Same

as No. 1. Reverse: Same as No. 1. Legend: “kgo svm

Lvx MVN.” {Ego sum lux mundi

;

meaning: I am the light of

the world). Weight ; 26.896 grains. Fiuene.ss : 993.056.

Value: §1.15.

4. Quarter Sequin or 2jecchino. Obverse and Legends:

Same as No. 1. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 3.

Weight: 13.448 grains. Fineness: 993.056. Value: §0.57J.

5. Doppia or Pistole of Ludovicus Manin, 1789. Obverse;

A winged lion, holding a book, believed to represent the book

of St. Mark, in the New Testament. Legend: “saxtvs mar-

evs VEXETV8” {St. Mark of Venice). Exergue: “s. 2.” {Two

Sequins). Reverse: A cross. IjCgend : “lvdovicvs manin

DVX VENET.” {Ludovicus Manin Doge of TVntce). Weight;

104 grains. Fineness: 906. Value: §4.05.

6. Scudo D’Oro or Gold Crown of Francesco Contareno.

Obverse: A winged lion, holding a book. Legend : “sanctvs

marcvs VENETVS.” Exergue: “ 140.” (140 Zircs). Reverse:

“franc, contareno DVX VENET.” {Francis Contareno Doge

of Venice). Weight: 647 grains. Fineness: 995. Value;

§26.76.

7. Half Scudo D’Oro or Half Gold Crown of Francesco

Contareno. Obverse and Ijogend : Same as No. 6. Exergue:
“70” (70 Lires). Reverse and Legend: Same as No. 6.

Weight: 323.500 grains. Fineness: 995. Value: §13.38.
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8. Osello D’Oro of Pauli Raineri. Obverse: A woman

ih p
OPTIMI PRINCIPIS.” (The pietu ofbest Pnnce). Reverse : A wreath within the DogeWmfAVLI RAINERI PRINC. MUNU8 ANNO V.” (The oifl of P 1

Bcuneri, Prince, the year V. of hie reign). Weightf 215mgrains. Fineness: 995. Value: $9.23.6108.
Ihis Osello D’Oro has mastly been used for presents on hicrhcimrch aaj-s, haace the allusioa: “Tl.e gift of I>a„l Eai„oti,

9. Duoato D’Oro or Gold Dacat. Obvorse : A man aitlin.holdmg a amndard, and ano.lier kneoling. JUgo„r “s m’VEN. LEON. DONAT ” (St Mnrh r ^ ‘ ”•

verse. A ^\inged lion with a book. Letrend-

Sraina.

npon nlnoh „ .nseriM “XI. Agoato MDCCCXLVIIl'”
( i Aii;/iul, 1848). Legond ; “ixdipe.vdekz* iTALrANa ”

I A
* Logoml : “ALLEAKZA DEI POPOI.I LIBEE "

(A^nc.o/a/rcepcopU). Exergue: “1848.’’ Weight: 99-
.569 grams. Fineness: 900. Value: $3.86.

^

SILVER COINS.
Scudo Della Croce, Scudo of the cross of Lodovicus

SCDDO DELLA CROCE, OP LDDOVICD8 MANIN, 1789.
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Manin, last Doge of Venice, 1789. Obverse: A winged lion,

liolding a book. Legend: “ludovico maxin duce.” (Lu-

dovicus Manin Doge). Exergue: “1789.”

Reverse: Across. Legend: “saxctvs mahcvs vexetvs.”

{St. Mark of Venice). Weight : 484.500 grains. Fineness

:

945. Value: $1.29.

2. Giustina {Justina). Obverse: A winged lion, holding a

book, before it a figure bolding a standard. Legend : “ludo-

VlCVS MAXIX DUCE.” Reverse: A woman holding a jjalni

branch, with a circle over her head, a sword on her shoulder

;

in the background a view of the sea with ships. Legend :

“.MEMOU. ERO. TVi. JUSTINA. viRG.” (I sImU remember Thee,

Virgin Justina). E.\ergue: “ 124.” (124 »SbWi). Weight: 420

grains. Fineness; 945. Value: $1.05.

3. Ducato. Obverse : A wingetl lion, holding a book. Le-

gend : “dvcatvs venetvs.” (/>«(xit of Venice). Reverse: A
figure sitting, another kneeling and receiving a standard from

him. Legend; “S. M. V.” {St. Mark of Vc/u'ce), “pave,

raixerivs d.” {Paul Bainen Doge). Weight : 342 grains.

Fineness: 833. Value: $0.72.

4. Half Ducato. Obverse: Same as No. 3. T>ogend

:

“medi. dvcat. vexct.” {Half Ducat of Venice). Reverse

and Legend: Same as No. 3. Weight: 171 grains. Fine-

ness: 833. Value: $0.36.

5. Quarter Ducato. Obverse : Same as No. 3. Legend

:

“qvar dvcat. venet.” {Quarter Ducat of Venice). Reverse

and Legend : Same as No. 3. Weight: 85.500 grains. Fine-

ness; 833. Value: $0.18.

6. Lirazza, piece of 30 Soldi. Obverse : St. iMark, before

the Doge, kneeling, holding a cross-staff; above the head of

the Doge, and parallel with the cross-sUiff, “dvx.,” one letter

above the other; meaning: Doge. Legend to the right of the

Doge: “LVDOVK'^’8 manin.” To the left of St. Mark the Ix>-

gend: “s.,M. venetus.” (S/. Mark of TVm’ec). Reverse: A
woman holding a j>air of scales, with a lion by her side. Le-
gend : “JUSTITIAM dilioite” (Tjore justice). Weight: 114
grains. Rillon. Value, nominally 12 cents.
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7. Tallaro of Paulo Raineri. Obverse: Head of a woman.
Legend: “respublica vexeta.” {Republic of Venice). Re-
verse: A winged lion, holding a book. Legend: “paulo
RAIXERIO DUCE.” {Paul Rahien Doge). Weight: 442.750

grains. Fineness: 833. Value: §1.02L
8. Half Tallaro of Paulo Raineri. Obverse and Legend :

Same as No. 7. Reverse and Legend : Same as No. 7. Weight:

221.375 grains Fineness: 833. Value: $0.51J.
9. Osello of Ludovicus Manin, 1796. Obverse: A woman

sitting. Reverse: A wreath, inclosing the inscription: “eu-
DOVICI MANIN. PRINCIPIS MENUS AN VIII., 1796.” {The gift of
Ludoviciui Manin, Prince, the year 8th of his reign, 1796). The
Obverse on the Osello silver has often been chansjed in a single

year; this coin was used for presents, especially on high cliurch

holidays, of which there were several in a year, and as often

the Obverse was changed. Weight: 150.750 grain.s. Fine-

ness: 943. Value: $0.40.

10. Piece of Ten Lires of the New Republic, 1797. Ob-
verse : A woman, holding in one hand a cap of liberty on a

lance, and the other resting on fasces. Legend: “liberta,
EGUAEIANZA.” {Liberty, Equality). Exergue :

“ z. v.” or

“ZECCA V.” [Mint of Venice). Reverse: A wreath, inclosing

the value: “lire dieci venete.” {Ten Lires of Venice). Le-

gend : “anno I. DELLA LIBERTA ITALIANA.” {The first year of
Italian liberty). Weight: 442.750 grains. Fineness: 830.

Value: Si -00.

11. Two Lires Provincial money of Francis II. of Austria,

1801. Obverse: Two headed Austrian eagle, with the letters

“f. II.” {Francis II.) on its breast. Legend: “monet.\
PROVINCIALE i.MP. VEXETA.” {Imperial provincial coin of
Venice). Reverse: “due lire,” encircled by palm and laurel

branches. Weight: 133.500 grains. Billon. Value, nom-
inal, 00.09.

12. Lira of Francis II., 1801. Obverse and Legend : Same
as No. 11. Reverse: “una lira.” (One Lira). Rest same

as No. 11. Weight: 62.750 grains. Billon. Value
: 00.04^.

I



968 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

13. Two Lires of Francis II., 1802. Obverse: Same as No.

11. Legend: “franciscus li. D. g. r. i. s. a. g. h. ii. b.

REX. D. VENET.” {Francis II., Dei Crraiia liomanus Imperator,

Semper Avu/ustus, Germaniae, Hierosolymae, Ilunyanat Bohe-

miae Rex Dux Venetiae; meaning : Francis II., by the Grace of

God, Roman Emperor, Ever Augimt, King of Get'many, Jerusa-

lem, Hungary, and Bohemia, Duke of Venice). Reverse and Le-

gend : Same as No. 11. Weight: 126 grains. Billon. Value:

g0.08|.

14. Lira of Francis II., 1802. Obverse and Legend: Same

as No. 13. Reverse: Same as No. 12. Weight: 63 grains.

Billon. Value: §0.04:J.

15. Five Lires of the Republic, 1848. Obverse: Winged

lion, holding a book. Legend : “repubblica veneta.” {Re-

pnblic of Venice). Exergue: “22 marzo, 1848” (22d March;

1848). Reverse: I^aurel and oak wreath, inclosing the value:

“5.” “lire.” Legend : “uxioxE italiana.” (Italian Union).

Exergue: “ v.” (Venice Mint-mark). Weight: 385.808 grains.

Fineness: 900. Value: 30.96|.

16. Five Lire of the Republic of Venice, 1848. Legend:

Winged lion, holding a book, and standing upon a square ped-

estal, upon which is inscribed: “xi AGOSTO,” and lieueath

“mixxx:xlviii.” (IR/i of August. 1848). Legend: “inde-

PENDENZA ITALIANA.” (Independence of Italy). Exergue:

“VENEZIA ”( Venice). Reverse: A heavy oak wreath, inclo.s-

ing the value: “5.” “lire.” Legend: “alleanza dei po-

POLI
'LinERi .” (Alliance of a free people). Exergue: “1848.”

Weight : 385.808 grains. Fineness : 900. Value : $0.96J.

EMPIRE OF JAPAN.
Population 33,000,000.

Using both the gold and silver standard as legal tender.

The records of Japan show that during the sixth and seventh

centuries, the treasury of the Empire consisted of imperial store-
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houses and granaries filled with rice, and that money was not

then in general use.

Rice was then the standard and current value, and all taxes

were paid in that grain.

The unit of value about that period was the “ Man-Kokf,’’

which again was dividetl into ten thousand “ Kokfs,” and the

“ Kokf” or “ Koku ” was in volume about 4.933 U. S. bushels.

The “ Kokf” or “ Koku ” was again divided into three sacks

or bales, and weighing from eighty-two to eighty-three Katties,

or somewhat more than one hundred of our pounds, avoirdupois.

In 1629 the “ Kokf,” “Koku” or “Kokien”of rice was

valued in silver ingots, nine hundred twenty fine, about ten

guilders Dutch, equal to about four U. S. dollars, which would

make the “ Man-Kokf” equal to forty thousand dollars, or one

hundred thousand Dutch guilders, or what the Dutch called one

ton of gold.

Silver was always known to the Japanese, but no coin from

it was struck until the fifteenth century. Up to that time and

for a considerable time after, lumps of silver, of irregular shape,

stamped at the mints to certify their fineness, but passing by

weight, which average about five ounces to the lump, were cur-

rent. The Dutch in the seventeenth century named these lumps

of silver “ Shuet.” These silver ingots were eleven-twelfths fine,

and in some instances of seven ounces weight.

From 1509 to 1635 two kinds of Taels, silver, were coined,

and were known to the Portuguese and Dutch as heavy and

light Taels. Both kinds were carried to account without dis-

tinction down to the year 1635, at the rate of sixty-two and

a half Stivers (Dutch value), or one dollar fourteen cents of our

money.

Gold was discovered in Japan A. D. 749; but, as Japan was

closed to the world, the gold remained in the country and

augmented every year. Its abundance was thus no test of the

relative wealth of the country.

The relative value of gold to silver was, until 1860, as six to

one.
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In 1535, and for more than one hundred years after, their

payment of money was very primitive, for the Japanese having

had great stores of gold and silver in ingots, observed a custom

to receive their lumps of gold and silver without telling,

or even seeing it. The mint master put the stamped gold

ingots in papers, which contained the value of eight hundred to

one thousand Taels (equal to about one thousand to twelve hun-

dred and fifty dollars)
;
these, sealed up, passed from one to an-

other without being questioned. They also used little wooden

boxes, in which they put twenty sealed papers of gold ingots,

which was as much as a man could conveniently carry
;
every

box was worth about twenty thousand dollars or more.

Silver ingots to the value of fifty Taels (sixty-two and a half

dollars) were j)ut in paper by the coiners at the mint, and twenty

such papers were inclosed in a box and sealed like the gold

boxes with the coiner’s official seal. Strange as it may seem,

never any deceit was found in that blind way of paying and re-

ceiving money.

KOBANG OF JAI’AN, VALUE §5.78.
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In 1609 the gold “Kobang” was struck; it weighed forty-

seven Kandareens
;
that is, two hundred seventy-four grains

Troy, which was sixteen grains more than the American Eagle

;

but if superior in weight, the Kobang of 1609 was inferior in

fineness, containing of pure gold only two hundred and twenty-

four grains, while our Eagle contains two hundred and thirty-

two grains.

It passed in Japan and was purcliased by the Dutch for six

Taels (= to $7.50) in silver, which enal)led them to dispose of

it to good advantage on the coast of Coromandel, where the

relative value of gold was much higher. In the two years

1670 and 1671 more than one hundred thousand Kobangs

were exported by the Dutch Company from Japan, at a profit

of one million florins or forty thousand dollars gold.

KOBANG OF JAPAN, VALUE $4.44.
^

In the year 1696 a new kind of Kobang appeared. The old

Kobang of 1609 was twenty earats eight and a half and even

ten grains fine
;
that is, supposing it divided into twenty-four
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parts, twenty parts and a half were fine gold. The new Kobang
of 1696 was thirteen carats sixty-seven grains fine, containing,

consequently, only two-thirds as much gold as the old one, and

yet the Dutch Company was required to receive it at the same

rate of sixty-eight Mas of silver.

In 1710 the Japanese government made a still more serious

change in their gold coin, by reducing the weight of Kobang to

twenty-five Kandareens, equal to one hundred forty-six grains,

which, as the Dutch were still obliged to receive these new

Kobangs at the rate of sixty-eight Mas of silver, it caused to

them a loss of from thirty-four to thirty-six per cent.

From 1712 the old Kobang of 1609 passed as Double Ko-

bang, being reckoned at twice their former weight.

This degradation of the Japanese coins was the natural re-

sult of the Immense export of the precious metal, which in the

course of two hundred years, from 1540 to 1740, had drained

Japan of s[)ecie to the value of two hundred million dollars,

and, as the mines of Japan were by no means so productive as

to be able to withstand the constant drain, the government had

to resort to that expedient. In 1740 the export of s|)ecie was

prohibllod, and the new Kobang of 1730, at an increased weight

of five per cent., was put in circulation.

This Kobang was an oblong coin rounded at the ends; the

surface on one side marked with four rows of indented lines,

and bearing at each end the symbols of the Dairi, the spiritual

ruler of Japan, and between them a mark showing the value

and tlie signature of the master of the mint. The other side

was smooth, and had only the stamp of the inspector-general

of gold and silver money.

GOLD ITSIBO, VALUE $1.11.

In 1729 the Itsilx) was coined; it was also an oblong coin

and of gold, and was of the value of one-quarter of the Ko-

bang coined in 1730.
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0

The Obang of 1627 was coined up to 1729, but soon after

that time became very scarce; it was just ten times the weight

and value of the Kobang of 1609. It was seldom used in

commerce, and was more of the nature of a medal for merit

than a coin of circulation.

The Obang of to-day, also a gold piece, is only used for Im-

perial presents
;

its weight, five ounces, six pennyweights, and

ten grains, of six hundred, sixty-five fineness, and of seventy-

six dollars, United States value.

GOLD HALF INCHIBU.

The Ni-Shoo, a half Inchibu, was a coin partly of gold and

partly of silver weighing 28.164 grains, and of five hundred

and nine fineness.

Notwithstanding the coinage of money by the government,

the Japanese traders kept their accounts in silver ingots, which

they obtained from the mint. These silver ingots or tokens

were in general very simple, struck plain, and the greatest part

of them without any rim round the margin, and most of them

without any determined value. For this reason they were

always and are even up to this day still weighed by the mer-

chants, who put their “ Chop” or stamp upon them to signify that

the ingot was unadulterated. They therefore had to keep their

accounts not in Kobangs or Inchibus but in Taels of 583 grains,

valued at §1.25, United States money. This Tael was again

divided into 10 Mas or Mace of 58.30 grains = 12| cents, and

the Mas was further divided into 10 Kandareens of 5.830

grains = 01.25 cent, and the Kandareen into 10 Kas of 0.5830

grains = 00.125 cent.

This same term Kas, frequently written Cash and sometimes

in the plural Cbsses, is also applied to coins of copper and iron

still current in the interior of Japan. The corresponding term

now used is Seni, sometimes P’senny, and the Dutch call them

Pitjes.



974 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

As the United States Gold Dollar contains about 70 Kanda-

reens of fine silver, it should represent 700 of these Kas or

Kasses.

At the beginning of this century and up to 1870 the follow-

ing coins were in general circulation throughout Japan, viz.

:

1. The Kobang, gold, \veighing 200 grains, 652 fineness,

varying in United States value from §5.62J to $6.00 in gold.

2. The Half-Kobang, gold, weighing 100.464 grains, but of

only 509 fineness, and of only $2.25 United States value in

gold.

These Kobangs are oblong, rounded at the ends, and very

flat and thin, of a pale yellow color; the die on one side con-

si.sts of several cross lines stamped
;
and at both ends there is a

rectangular figure, with raised letters on it, besides a moon-like

figure, with a flower on it in relief. On the Reverse side a cir-

cular stamp with raised letter on it; within the margin, toward

one end, two smaller sunk stamps with rai.^icd letters.

3. The Itjib or Gold Itzebu, also called the golden bean, is

made of pale gold of a parallelogramical shape ami flat, rather

thicker than the Kobang, with many raised letters on one side

and two figures or flowers in relief on the other: the value is

about $1.12J. The few old Itjibs, rather scarce, were thicker

than the above, and in value about $1.32J to $1.40, United

States value.

4. The Ni-Shoo, a mixed coin of gold and silver, similar to

the old Xi-Shoo, but of so unreliable weight and fineness as to

make it evidently of a secret standard, and forced, fictitious

value.

5. The Xandio-Guin, silver, a j)arallelogramical flat coin, one

inch long and half inch bi\)ad, of 916 fineness. The edge is

stamped with stars, and within the edges are rai.sed dots: one

side is marked all over with raiseil letters, and at the .same time

exhibits a double moon-like figure. Its value is e<jual to 7 Mas

or Mace an! 5 Kandareens, valued at about $1.05, Uniter!

States value.

6. Silver Itzebu, square pieces, valued at 37 cents.
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Half Silver Itzebu, square pieces, valued at 18| cents.

SILVER ITZEBU.

8.

Quarter Silver Itzebu, square pieces, valued at 9^ cents.

SILVER QUARTER ITZEBU.

TEMPO OF JAPAN.

9.

Hundred P’Seni, copper coin, oval shaped, about the size

and shape of the longitudinal section of an egg, weighing only

as much as seven of the old Kas. This overvaluation has of

course driven the old Has out of circulation. Its value is fic-

titious.

p’SENI OF JAPAN.
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10. Sjiimon-Seni, of the value of four common Seni, made

of brass, and very thin.

11. Doosa-Seni, a cast-iron coin, but so brittle that it is easily

broken, if dropped on the ground.

12. P’Seni, copper and brass, round, with a square hole in

the middle.

IRON CASH.

13.

Iron cash, round, with a square hole in the middle.

People who travel on horseback tie strings of P’Senis and

Iron cash behind them, to one of the sashes of their seats.

Foot travellers carry tbera in a basket This brass, copper,

and iron coin is the best medium to buy what necessaries

are wanted on the road, being more handy than silver,

which must be weighed. They have all a forced and fictitious

value.

COPFnn P’SENT.

In 1869 to 1870 a new era for coining of monev was In-

augurated in Japan. Tlie Mint in Ozaka, a scries of fine and

substantial buildings, was finished, and work commenced to

coin the “Yen ” and “Sen.” The Mint is in the Roman style

of architecture, equipped with twelve first class English coin-

ing-presses, tliirty-seven melting surfaces, and a sulphuric and

nitric acid manufactory. The Mint makes its own tools, cuts
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its own (lies, and performs the usual bullion, assaying, refining,

and analyzing business. The force employed in it consists of

380 Japanese and several Englishmen.

The coins minted are gold, silver, and copper, and of the

same weight, fineness, denomination, and decimal system as the

United Stales coinage. They are round, with milled edges;

stamped with the devices of the rising sun, coiled dragons,

legend of date and denomination, in Chinese and Roman
numerals, chrysanthemums, leaves and flowers.

The Japanese have a prejudi(?e of stamping the Mikado’s

image on their coins. They also object to any foreign money

that has the figure of a cross, saint, beads, or any religious em-

blems or mottoes upon it. The average metal money now in

eirculation is nearly two dollars per head of the population, and

of gold about seven-eighths of that sum per capita.

Besides this metal money of the “Yen,” the “Itagone” and

“Kodama” are denominations by which various lumps of silver,

without form or fashion, are known, which are neither of the

same size, shape, nor value. The “Itagone” are oblong, and

the “Kodama” roundish, for the most part thick; but some-

times, though seldom, flat. These pass in trade, but are always

in payment from one individual to another, and have a dull

leaden appearance.

Silver and gold in ingots are valued by the old Tael weight,

and also by the “Kwammc,” equal to eight and one-eighth

pounds of silver, which is worth 150 Yens per “Kwamme,”
and gold 2,500 Yens per “Kwamme.”

GOLD TWENTY YEN.
3K
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The right to work gold, silver, and copper mines does not

belong to the owner of the soil
;
for in Japan possession of the

surface does not carry with it the right to the mineral wealth

below. That belongs by law to the government, which exacts

from the worker of the ores a varying royalty.

SILVER TEN SEN.

MEXICO.
GOLD COINS OF MEXICO.

The earliest gold money of Mexico minted in that country

was known as the “Cob Money
;

” consisting of the Doubloon
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and its fractions, the Half Doubloon, the Quarter Doubloon,
the Pistole, the Eighth or Escudo and the Sixteenth or Dollar.

They are of uniform fineness of 895 thousandths, and the

weight of the Doubloon is 418 grains; that of the smaller pieces

in proportion. They are rough and unsightly in appearance,

giving evidence of the work of the hammer, with which they

were made. The first figure of the date is always omitted—for

example 1738 reading 738. They are not often found mucli

below the standard weight, although tlieir rude character sug-

gests a temptation to use the file. They are stamped with the

arms of Spain and were emitted from 1690 to 1770. The next

Mexican gold coins were those of Iturbide.

1. Half Doubloon of Iturbide. Bust of the Emperor, with

the Legend: “augustixus dei providentia with the date

1822 or 1823, and mint-mark, lieverse : A shield bearing the

Mexican eagle; beneath are the emblems of authority. Le-
gend: “mex I IMPERATOR CX)NSTIT.” The Value in escudos

is at the end. Value: §7.75.

2. Doubloon of the Republic. An open book, inscribed
“ I.EY.” A band rests uim)u it, grasping a staff surmounted
with a liberty-cap. Legend :

“ LA libertad en la ley.”
Beneath is inscribed, “8 e” (scudo). “go” (Guanaxuato),’

(date), (mint-mark). 21 q’’ (uUaies). Value; §15.71.

DOUBLOON OF THE REPUBLia

Reverse: An eagle on a cactus holding a serpent between its

beak and one talon
;
beneath are branches of oak and laurel.

Legend: “ republica mexicana.”
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3. Half Doubloon. Similar to the la.st, excepting the substitu-

tion of “4 e” (scudos) on the Obverse. Value: §7.86.

4. Quarter Doubloon. Similar to Xo. 2, excepting the sub-

stitutiou of “2 e” [scudos) on the Obverse. Value; §3.92^.

QUARTER DOUBLOON OR PISTOLE OF THE REPUBLI&

5. Eighth Doubloon. Similar to Xo. 2, excepting the sub-

stitution of “ 1 e” [scudo) on the Obverse. Value: §1.96.

6. Sixteenths Doubloon. Similar to Xo. 2, excepting the

substitution of e” (scudo) on the Obverse. Value: 98

cents.

SIXTEENTH OF A DOUBLOON.

7.

Twenty Pesos of Maximilian. Head of Maximilian with

the inscription: “maximiliano emperadob.”

TWENTY PlisOS OF MAXIMILIAN,
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Reverse : The arms of Maximilian, above which is inscribed :

“ iMPERio MEXiCANO.” Beneath, “ 20 pesos 1866 mo ”

(Mexico). Value about §19.44.

8.

Twenty Pesos of the Republic. The Obverse of this coin

is similar to the Reverse of No. 2 ;
but has the date below.

TWENTY PESOS OF THE REPUBLIC.

Reverse a pair of scales with a scroll beneath it inscribed

“ LEY,” and a sword behind it surmounted with a liberty cap

inscribed “libertad” and surmounted with rays. Inscriptiot>

:

“go. S. veinte PESas 875” {fine). Value: §19.44.

9. Ten Pesos of the Republic. Similar to the Twenty Pesos

with the change of size and denomination, Diez Pesos.

10. Five Pesos of the Republic. Similar to the Twenty

Pesos, with change of size and denomination.

FIVE PESOS OF THE REPUBLIC.

11.

Two Pesos and Fifty Centavos. Obverse: Same as No.

8. Reverse :
“ PESOS,” inclosed by a wreath. Legend :

“ m

875 MO.”
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TWO AND A HALF PESOS.

12. One Peso. Similar to No. 11, with change of size and

denomination.

SILVER COINS OF MEXICO.

Tlie Cob series, comprising the Dollar, Half, Quarter and

Eighth, correspond in general style to the Cob gold, l)eing rude

in shape and stamped with the arms of Spain. Both series

have long since ceased to pass current as money. The hammered

dollars were coine<l the latter j>art of 1810 and later. The

|)lanchets were prepared by hand and the impression made

with a hammer. They are much inferior to the regular coinage,

from which they are easily distinguished by their rude appear-

ance. The cast dollars are said to have been made at Chihuahua

from 1811 to 1813. Many of them bear the effigy of Charles

IV. of Spain
;
some are dated as early as 1804, and some bear

the mint-mark of Mexico (Mo.) They are very irregular in

weight and fineness, averaging about 91G thousandtlis. In

value they range from 94 to 127 cents of our money.

The Dollars of General Vargas were made on planchets of

old Spanish Dollars; the Obverse being stam))ed “varoas,”

and date, and the Reverse, “ R. caxa de sombrereie,” his

headquarters, ^hey appeared in 1811-12. The next year,

1813, General Morelos issuerl a Cast Dollar, Half Dollar, Quar-

ter Dollar and Eighth of a Dollar, having a bow and arrow’

w’ithin branches, with the word “sud” below—indicating the

money of the South. On the Reverse are the value and date

within a wreath, also the mint-mark.

After the execution of Morelos, in 1815, Spain reasserted her

authority until, in 1821, Iturbide proclaimed Mexico indc-
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pendent. The next year he was proclaime<l Emperor, under

the title of Augustine I., but he abdicated in less than one year,

rather than allow his country to plunge into civil war. The

Republic coined money from 1824 to 1865 inclusive, when

Maximilian assumed the government. After his overthrow

and execution, in 1867, the Republic was again re-established.

1. Dollar of Iturbide. Portrait of Iturbide or Augustin I.

Legend: “august dei pnov.” Below “ mo 1822.”

REVERSE OP DOLLAR OF ITURBIDE.

DOLLAR OF ITURBIDE.

Reverse: An eagle crowned, with expanded wings on a

cactus. Legend :
“ mex. i. imperator. constitut.” “8 R ”

“ I. M.” Value: §1.04.

Reverse second : An eagle crowned standing on a cactus.

Legend: “ MEX. i. imperator constitut.” Exergue: “8

r” (eo/s), “J. m.”
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2.

Half Dollar of Iturblde. Similar to the last, with reduced

size and “4 B in place of “ 8 R."

QUARTER DOLLAR OF ITURBIDE.

3.

Quarter Dollar of Iturbide. Similar to No. 1, with the

size reduced and “2 R ” in place of “ 8 R.”

EIGHTH OF A DOLLAR OF ITURBIDE.

4. Eighth of a Dollar of Iturbide. Similar to No. 1, with

the size reduced and “1 r” in place of “8 R.”

5. Sixteenth of a Dollar of Iturbide. Similar to No. 1, with

the size reduced and “8 R ” omitted.

SIXTEENTH OF A DOLLAR OF ITURBIDE.

6.

Dollar of the Republic. A liberty cap inscribetl “lib-

ERTAD,” surrounded with rays. Beneath it “8 R. (eals) do.

{Durango) 1824, R. L. 10 D. (ineros) 20 Q. (ranos)."

Reverse : An eagle, with the wings raised, looking toward
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DOLLAR OF THE REPUBLIC, 1824.

the left, with a snake in the beak and right talon. Legend

:

“republtca mexicaxa.”

7. Half Dollar. Similar to No. 6, with the size reduced,

and “4 r” in place of “8 R.”

8. Quarter Dollar. Similar to No. 6, with the size reduced,

and “2 r” in place of “8 R.”

QUARTER DOLLAR OF 1824.

9, Eighth of a Dollar. Similar to No. 6, with the size re-

duced, and “1 R.” in place of “8 R.”

10. Sixteenth of a Dollar. Similar to No. 6, with the size

reduced, and r.” in place of “8 R.’’

SIXTEENTH OF A DOLLAR OF 1824.
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Dollar of 1844 and since. Similar to Obverse of No. 6.

The Reverse differs in the position of the eagle, who is displayed

and looking toward the right.

DOLLAR OF 1844.

12.

Half Dollar. Obverse: Similar to No. 7. Reverse:

With the eagle, as in No. 11.

HALF DOLLAR OF 1843.

13.

Quarter Dollar. Obverse: Similar to No. 8, with the

eagle as in No. 11.

QUARTER DOLLAR OF 1844.
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14.

Eighth of a Dollar. Obverse : Similar to No. 9. Re-

verse: With the eagle as in No. 11.

EIGHTH OF A DOLLAR OF 1844.

15.

Sixteenth of a Dollar. Obverse: Similar to No. 10.

Reverse: With the eagle as in No. 11.

SIXTEENTH OF A DOLLAR OF 1844.

16.

Quarter Real or Three Cents. Obverse : Head of Liberty,

without any Legend. Reverse: “J,” surrounded with the Le-

gend :
“ REPUBLICA MEXiCANA,” and the date of issue.

QUARTER REAL OF MEXICO.

17.

Dollar of Maximilian. The Obverse is similar to that

of the 20 Pesos, described in the Gold Coins of Mexico.

DOLLAR OF MAXIMILIAN.
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Reverse: Only differs from the Reverse of the 20 Pesos

piece in the substitution of “1 peso” for “20 pesos.”

18. The Half-Dollar, Dime, and Half-Dime of Maximilian

correspond in value with their re.«pective denomination, and

differ so slightly from the Dollar as not to require particular

description, their value being expressed in multiples of the

Centavo.

19. Dollar of 1869 and since. An eagle displayed on a

cactus, the beak and talon rending a snake. Legend: “re-

PUBLiCA MEXICANA.” Exergue : The date of issue.

DOLLAR OF 1869.

Reverse: A pair of scales with a scroll beneath it inscribe<l

“ LEY,” and a sword liehind it, surmounted with a liberty cap,

inscribed: “ libertad,” and surrounded with rays. Inscrip-

tion : “ux PE.SO MO C 902.7” (fine).

20. Half-Dollar. Similar to Xo. 19; reduced in size, and

with “fifty centavos” in place of “ux peso.”

21. Quarter-Dollar. Similar to No. 19; reduced in size,

and correspondingly changed in value.

HALF-DIME OF 1872.

22.

Dime or Ten Centavos. Similar to No. 19; reduced in

size, and correspondingly change<l in value.



MEXICO. 989

23. Half-Dime or Five Centavos. Similar to No. 19; re-

duced in size, and correspondingly changed in value.

COPPER COINS OF MEXICO.
For many years several of the Mexican States, including

Chihuahua, Sinaloa, and others, issued copper Centavos, with

different devices. The Emperor Maximilian did the same dur-

ing his short-lived reign. They bear his arms with the Le-

gend : “iMPERio MEXICANO.” Since his death the Republic

has coined a copper Centavo, which is thus described: The Ob-

verse has the words “UN centavo” in two lines, below which

is the date and Mint-mark; the whole being surrounded with

a wreath of laurel and oak.

Reverse : An eagle on a cactus, rending a snake with his

beak and talon, “repubuca mexicana.”

The names of Mints of Mexico, with the abbreviations used

on the money, and their date of establishment, are as follows:

Mexico, M“., 1535.

Zaeitecus, Z\, 1810.

Durango, D'*., 1811.

Guanaxuato, G“., 1812.

Chihuahua, C®., 1811 to

1814; recommenced 1832.

Guadalaxara, G*., 1814.

San Luis Potosi, P‘., 1829.

Tlacpau, M. E. (not known).*

Guadalupe Y Calao, G. C., 1844.

Culicau, C., 1846.

NORWAY.
The earliest coins of Norway are those bearing the name of

Oulaf, 1066, with the title, sometimes, of Dux. Norway was

annexed to Denmark near the close of the fourteenth century.

The coins issued for Norway had on the Obverse the portrait

of the kings of Denmark, with their titles, and on the Reverse

* Appears to have been discontinued and revived again in 1829.
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the arms of Norway (a lion, rampant, holding a battle axe).

In the Exergue, usually, are two hammers, crossed, the Nor-

wegian mint-mark, which refer to the Konigsberg mines. Up
to the year 1818 the coins closely resemble those of Denmark,

and since that time they are distinguished from the Swedish

series by the name of Norway preceding that of Sweden iii the

Ivegend. On those of Sweden the name of that country precedes

that of Norway. For the earlier money struck for Norway see

the article on Denmark.

SILVER AND BASE COINS OF NORWAY.

. 1. Eight Skillings of Charles XIV. “8 skilling species

18-17, i. C. P.,” the date separated by crossed hammers.

EIGHT SKILLINGS.

Reverse : Arms of Norway on a shield, crowned. Legend :

“caul XIV JOHAN NORGES SVER. G. OG. V. KONGE.” Weight :

52 grains, Troy. Fineness; 500. Value; $0.07.

2. Four Skillings of Charles XIV. “4 skilling species

18-25 l M K.,” the date separated by crossetl hammers. Re-

verse; Precisely like No. 1. Weight and Value; one-half that

of the 8 Skilliug piece. Fincne.ss ; 500.

FOUR SKILLINGS.

3. Half Species Daler of Charles XIV. Bust enveloped in
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a Roman mantle. “ carl xiv johan noeges sver. g. og. v.

KONGE.”

HALF A SPECIES BALER.

Reverse: Arms of Norway on a shield, crowned. “ ^ SPS.

60 sh” in the field. Below, “18| sx. i. mk. fs.” (18| to one

mark of fine silver). The date separated by crossed hammers.

Weight : 223 grains, Troy. Fineness: 875. Value: $0.44.4.

4. Twentv-fonr Skillings. Obverse: Similar to No. 3.

TWENTY-FOUR SKILLINGS.

Reverse: Arms of Norway on a shield, crowned. “24 sk”

(illings) in the field. Date below, separated by crossed ham-

mers. Weight : 1 13 grains, Troy. Fineness: 687.5. Value:

$0.21.4.

5. One-fourth of a Riks Daler. Obverse : Similar to No. 3.

FOURTH OF A RIKS DALER.
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Reverse : A crowned shield, encircled by a chain, and bear-

ing three crowns, “ FOLKETS KARLEK MIX BELOXIXG ”
(
JAp

people's love is my recompense). Below J r. s. p., separated

by the initial letters, and the date separated by a star. Weight

:

132 grains, Troy. Fineness: 750. Value: $0.22.3,

6.

One-eighth of a Rix Daler. Obverse : Similar to No. 3.

EIGHTH OF A RIKfi DALER.

Reverse: Similar to No. 5: substituting “J” for

Weight: 65.6 grains, Troy. Fineness: 750. Value: $0.11.

7.

Specie Daler, 1844. Bust of the King, draped, “carl
XIV JOHAX XORGES SVEE. G. OQ. V. KOXGE.”

SPECIE DALER OF NORWAY.

Reverse: Arms of Norway on a shield, crowned: branches

of oak on either side. Al)ove, “ 9 J sT i M. K. F. 8.” In the

field, “1 SPS.” Below, the date separaU‘<l by crossed hammers.

Weight : 445.9 grains, Troy. Fineness : 875. Value : $0.90.8.

8.

Half Specie Daler. Similar to No. 7 : substituting “ 4

SPS ” for “ 1 sps.” Weight : 223 grains, Troy. Fineness : 875.

Value: $0.45,4.
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HALF SPECIE DALER.

9. Twelve Skillings. Obverse: Similar to No. 3.

TWELVE SKILLINGS.

Reverse: Arms on a shield, crowned, with branches of oak

on either side. Above, “12 SK.” Exergue : the date separated

by crossed hammers. Weight: 44.5 grains, Troy. Fineness:

875. Value: SO.09.

Of the Copper coins of Norway there is a 2 Skilling Species

piece and a 2 Skilling Courant. They have the arms with the

name of the King abbreviated, or the latter without the arms

on the Reverse. The value, date, and crossed hammers being

on the Obverse.

PARAGUAY.
Paraguay was discovered by Sebastian Cabot in 1530. The

first Spanish colony was established under the direction and

auspices of Pedro de Mendoza, whose lieutenant, Juan de

Ayolas, founded Asuncion about 1537. Previous to 1620 its

territory comprised the entire basin of the Plata, but between

3L
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that time and 1776 two distinct governments, Paragoav and
Buenos Ayres, were established by royal decree. In the latter

year they were again united under the separate vice-myaltv of

Buenos Ayres. In 1811 Paraguay took steps that resulted in

her independence of Spain.

COPPER COINS OF PARAGUAY.

1. One-Twelfth of a Real. Upon a circle, crossed by hori-

zontal bars in the centre, is the fraction
j r. Legend :

“ repub-
LICA DEL PARAGUAY.” Date below, 1845. Reverse: A lion,

sejant, guarding a liberty pole with cap, the latter surrounded

by rays. Two half-wreaths connected with a ribbon below.

Weight: 97 grains, Troy. Value: one cent.

2. Four Centesimos. In the centre a figure 4 is within a

circle crossed with horizontal bars. Above, and resting on the

circle, the word “ CEXTESIMOS,” on a label. A wreath surrounds

the exterior, excepting a sjtaoe for the date, 1870. Reverse : A
star, from which rays issue, occupies the centre; two half-

wreaths, one of palm and one of oak, are fa.stened below by a

ribbon. Legend :
“ republic.\ del par.^guay.” Weight

:

304 grains. Value : four cents.

3. Two Centesimos. Precisely similar to the la.ct, with re-

duction in size and the figure 2 in place of 4. Weight: 152

grains. Value: two cents.

4. One Centesinio. Precisely similar to the last, with reduc-

tion in size and “ 1 cextesimo ” in place of “ 2 ce>*tebimo6.”

Weight: 76 grains. Value: one cent

PEKU.
This country declared itself independent of Spain in the year

1821, and in 1822 it is.sued money. It was not, however, until

1824 that the mother country acknowledged the separation.
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During the revolt the Spanish monarcli continued to issue coins,

and in some instances actually restruck those of the Republic.

In 1836 a division occurred into the nations of North Peru and

South Peru. This was for some time exhibited on the coinage,

but afterward entirely disappeared. There were three flints

:

those of Lima, Cuzco and Arequipa. The mark of Lima is

sometimes in a monogram; those of the other Mints are abbre-

viated to Cuz and Arcq. (Caps). The early gold money of

Peru, after the S{>anish standard, consists of the Doubloon,

Half-Doubloon, Pistole, Escudo, and Sixteenth Doubloon. Up
to 1851 the silver money embraced the Peso, Half and Quarter,-

or Two Reals, Real and Half-Real. In that year the gold

money waa made to embrace the Sol, weighing 569 grains, of

900 fineness, and valued at $20.00. The “Half-Sol,” “Dob-

lin,” “ Escudo,” and “ Half-Escudo,” being of proportional

decimal value. The silver was to consist of the Dollar, Half-

Dollar, Peseta (20 cenfa), Dinero, and Half-Dinero. The

Dollar was to weigh 475 Spanish grains, 900 fine. One hun-

dred Centavos of copper were to be equal in value to the

Dollar.

GOLD COINS OF PERU.

1. Doubloon. The goddess of liberty in a Roman helmet,

supporting a staff with cap with one hand, and a shield bearing

the inscription “libertad,” with the other. I^egend : “firme

Y. FELIZ FOR LA UNION.”

DOUBLOON OF PERU.
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Reverse: The arms of the Republic upon a shield, and rest-

ing upon flags crossed. Above is a wreath of oak. Legend:

“republica peruana I. M.” Date below. “8 E.” [sicudos),

in the field. Weight: 416.6 grains. Fineness: 870. Value:

^15.55.

2. Quarter-Doubloon or Pistole. Obverse: Same as No. 1.

PISTOLE OF PERU.

Reverse: Same as No. 1, with the substitution of “2 e” for

“8 E.” Weight: 103.8 grains. Fineness: 870. Value;

83.88.

SILVER COINS OF PERU.
f

1. Dollar or Peso of 1822. Arn>s and ensigns of the Re-

public. “ PERU LIBRF.. M. 8 R (eo^s) J. P.” Date below.

PESO OF 1822.

Reverse: A pillar encircled with a scroll. U|X)n one side is

Virtue, with a branch of olive, upon the other is Justice, with

scales and a sword. Ijegend : “POR LA VIRTUD Y LA JU8-

TrciA.” Value: 80.85.

2. Dollar or Piso of 1831. The goddess of liberty standing
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with staff, surmounted by liberty cap, in her right hand, aud
the left supporting a shield inscribed with the word “ libeutad.”
Legend: “fiume y feliz poe la union.”

PESO OF 1831.

Reverse; The arms of the Republic upon a shield, between
branches of palm and laurel

;
a wreath of oak above, the date

below. lA'gend: “repub. peruana, cuzoo, 8 r. g.” Date
below. Value

: $0.85.

3. Half-Peso, 1836. Obverse: The same as No. 2.

half-peso, 1836.

Reverse: Similar to the last, substituting “4 R. b.” for “8
R. G.;” and changing the date to 1836. Value: $0.37.5.

4. Two Reals, 1845. Obverse: The same as No. 2.

Reverse : Similar to No. 2, changing the date to 1845, aud
the inscription to “rep. peruana, m. 2 R (m&) 10 D iinevos)

20 G (ranos).” Value: $0.18.7.
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TWO HEALS, 1845.

5.

One Real, 1828. Obverse: 4'lie same as No. 2.

ONE REAL, 1828.

Reverse: Similar to No. 2, clianging the date to 1828, and

the inscription to “ repub. peruana, m. 1 R {eal) i. M.”

Value about $0.10.

6.

Half-Real, 1823. Obverse: The same as No. 2.

HALF-REAL, 1823.

Reverse: Similar to No. 2, changing the date to 1823, and

the inscription to “repub. peruana, cuz. g.” Value: $0.05.

7. Dollar or Peso of North Peru, 1836. Obverse: Same as

No. 2. Reverse: Same as No. 2, excepting the Legend, which

reads :
“ e.st nor peruana, m. 8 R T m.’'

8. Dollar or Peso of South Peru, 1838. Obverse: A sun

with five stars above. “ repub. sud peruana. 8 R (caUt)

CUZCO, 1838.”
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PESO OF SOUTH PERU, CUZCO.

Reverse: A volcano, castle, ami cornucopia, with water in

the background, and a ship in the distance; the whole inclosed

with a laurel wreath. Legend: “FIR.ME POR ua union.” “10

D {ineros) 20 a (r-anos) confederacton m. s.” Value : Same
as Xo. 2.

9. Half-Dollar or Peso of South Peru, 1838. Obverse:

Similar to Xo. 8, substituting for the value and Mint-mark,
“4 R. AREQ.”

IIALF-PF,SO of south PERU, AREQUIPA.

Reverse: Design and first inscription the same as X^o. 8.

The second inscription reads “confederacion m. v.” Value:
JiO.42.5.

10. Quarter of a Real, 1840. Obverse : A lama.

QUARTER OF A REAL.
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Reverse: The fraction the word “lima” above it, and

the date, 1840, below. Value: $0.03.

11. Sol of 1874. The goddess of liberty seated, looking

toward the right; her left hand rests upon a shield bearing a

sun, her right hand holds a staff surmounted with a liberty

cap. Before her is an altar bearing an oak wreath, and encircled

with a band inscribed “libeutad.” Below is the value: “UX
SOL.” Reverse: Arras, etc., similar to No. 2, wth the Legend:

“REPUBLICA peruana LLM.\ 9 DECIMOS FINO Y. J.” Date

below. Weight: 385 grains Troy. Fineness: 900. A'alue:

$0.83.25.

12. Five Pesetas or Dollar, 1880. A head of liberty bound

with a wreath of cereals, with a large round ear-ring, and a

necklace of pearls. Reverse: Tlie arms of Peru, sindlar to

No. 2. Legend :
“ republica peruana i.ima 9 decimos

FINO B. F.” E.xergue:' “ciNCO pesetas.” Weight: 385

grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.83.25.

13. One Peseta, 1880. Obverse: Similar to No. 12. Re-

verse: Differs from the Reverse of No. 12, in the substitution

of “UNA PE.SETA,” for Cilico Pesetas, and the abbreviation of

Decimos to Dec. Value about $0.16.6.

COPPER COINS OF PERU.

1. Centime, 1855. A sun. Legend: “republica peru-

ana.” Reverse :
“ UN centimo,” in two straight lines, in-

closed in an oval wreath. Above it, “lima ;” below, “ 1855.”

Weight: 180 grains. A’^alue: 1 cent.

2. Half-Centime, 1855. Precisely similar to No. 1, with

the substitution of “medio centimo” for Un Centimo.

Weight: 60 grain.s. A’^alue: ^ cent.

3. Two Centavos, 1864. A sun. Legend: “republica

PERUANA.” Date, 1864. Reverse :“ Dos centavos,” l>etwe€n

branches of cereals. Weight: 142 grains. Value: 2 ctuits.

4. One Centavo, 1864. Obverse: Same as No. 3. Reverse:

“ UN centavo,” between wreath of cereals. Weight: 71

grains. Value: 1 cent.
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NICKEL COINS OF PERU.
1. Two Centavos, 1864. From the same dies as No. 3 of

the copper series. Composition: 12 parts nickel, 88 parts

copper. Weiglit: 140 grains. Value: 2 cents.

TWO CENTAVOS OF PERU.

2. One Centavo, 1864. From the same dies as No. 4 of the

copj)er series. Same composition as the nickel Two Centavos.

Weight: 70 grains. Value: 1 cent.

ONE CENTAVO OF PERU.

3. Ten Centavos, 1879. A sun. “repurlica peruana,
1879.” “diez centavos.” Reverse: “10” inclosed in a

circle; above, “moneda provisional.” Below, “centavos.”

Weight: 76 grains Troy. Comjiosition : 25 parts nickel, 75

parts eopper. Value: 10 cents.

4. Five Centavos, 1879. A sun. “ republica peruana,
1879.” “CINCO CENTAVO.S.” Reverse: “5,” inclosed in a

circle; above, “moneda provisional.” Below, “centavos.”

Weight: 38 grains. Composition: Same as the nickel Ten
Centavos. Value: 5 cents.
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POL^lls'D.

This is one of the oldest European countries whose history

has come down to us. Tlie people being of a warlike character,

she became involved in internal dissensions, and a prey to her

neighbors, until she finally had her territory divided among her

allied adversaries. In 1573 she became an elective monarchy,

and selected Henry of Valois for her ruler. But after receiving

the crown of France the next year, Henry abandoned that of

Poland. The first partition of Poland by Austria, Russia and

Prussia divided nearly one-fourth of her territory between

them. In 1793 tlie second partition took place, and in 1795

the third and last was made by the same powers. In 1807

FLORIN OF POLAND.

Xapolcon formed the Duchy of Warsaw, but in 1815 this

under the name of the Kingdom of Poland was given to Russia

by tbe bond of a personal union.

5 ZLOTE OF POLAND.
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In 1830 the Poles revolted and re-established the Kingdom
of Poland, declaring their independence. Tlie revolt was soon

suppressed, but some coins were issued, of which a few are here

illustrated.

2 ZI.OTE. 1 ZLOT,

The Russian government in 1832 issued a series of coins for

circulation in Poland, in which their value was stated in Russian

and Ron)an letters. Several of these are described under the

coins of Russia.

PORTUGAL.
This country was originally a part of Spain, and was estab-

lished as a separate monarchy in 1092. Henry of Burgundy,
grandson of Robert of France, enlisted in the cause of Alphonso
of Spain against the Moors, and was so successful that Alphonso
l)estowed upon him his daughter Theresa, and createtl him
Count of that part of Portugal where the city of Oporto is

situated, from which the whole country derives its name.

The reputation of the gold coins of Portugal are equal to those

of any other country. The “ Joe ” and “ Half .Toe” are familiar

names all over the world. The discovery in the vear 1500 of

Brazil by Cabral furnished the material from which the gold

currency became enormously increased. Since the independence

of Brazil, the gold coinage has diminished very greatly, while

the silver coins were never very abundant outside of Lr own
limit.
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GOLD COINS OF PORTUGAL.

The first system of gold coinage consisted of the Dobrao of

20,000 reis, the Half Dobrao of 10,000 reis, the Moeda D’ouro or

Moidore of 4000 reis, and the Half, (Quarter and Tenth Moidore.

The latter, consisting of 400 reis, is also known as the Cruzado.

They were all 917 thousandths fine, and the Dobrao weighed

830 grains Troy.

MOIDORE OF ALPHONSUS VI., 1656. MOIDORE OF JOUN V.

The second or Joannese series apj)eared in 1722, and was dis-

continued in 1835. It comprised the Joannese or Dobra of

12,800 reis; the Half of 6400 reis; the Quarter of 3200 reis;

the Escudo of Sixteen Tostoes, or 1600 reis; the Quartinho, or

Quarter Moidore of 1200 reis; the Half Escudo of 800, and

the Cruzado of 400 reis. The Dobra weighed 442.8 grains.

HALF JOANXESE, OR “ JOE.” VALUE $8.81.

Under Maria II. the third scries of gold coins was instituted.

They comprised the Coroa D’ouro, or Gold Crown of 5000 reis,

and its half. IJke their predecessors they were of 917 thou-

sandths fine, the crown weighing 147.6 grains.
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GOLD CROWNS OF PORTUGAL. VALUE §5.39.

SILVER COINS OF PORTUGAL.

Previous to 1835 the silver pieces of Portugal were the

Cruzado of 400 reis; the half, of Twelve Vinteus; the piece of

Six Vinteus
;
the Testoon, of 100 reis, and its half. Originally

they were 917 thousandths fine, hut for many years they were

coined at 899 thousandths. The Cruzado weighed 226.6 grains.

In 1835 the Millreis was established as the unit, and the silver

series consisted of the Coroa, or Crown, or Millrei of 1000 reis

;

the Half Crown of 500 reis, and the pieces of 200 and 100 reis.

The Fineness is 917, and the Millreis weighs 148 grains.

1. 80 Reis of John V. “ LXXX ” beneath a crown.

“JOANNES V. D. G. PORT (ugalke) ET ALG (arbiorum) rex.”

Reverse: A cross potent. Legend : “in hoc signo vinces.”

80 REIS of JOHN V.

2. 400 Reis of John V. Crowned shield, hearing the arms

of Portugal; 400 (value) to the left, and 1750 (date) to the

right. Legend :
“ Joannes v. d. g port {ugalicc) et alg

{arbiorum) rex.”

Reverse: A cross with roses in the angles. Legend: “in
hoc signo VINCES.” Value, about §0.47.5.
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400 REIS OF JOHN V.

3. 200 Reis of Maria I. Obverse : Similar to No. 2, chang-

ing the value to 200, and the date to 1780.

200 REIS OF MARIA I.

Reverse: Similar to No. 2. Value, about $0.24.

4. 500 Reis of Maria II. Portrait of the Queen with the

date below. I^egend : “makia ii. portug {alicc) ET algarb

[ioruni) REGINA.”

600 REIS of maria II.

Reverse: Arms of Portugal, crowned and draped. “500

REIS ” below. Value about $0.40.
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5. 500 Rois of Ijouis I. Obverse : Portrait of Ijouis.

Legend :
“ I.UDOVICUS i. portug {alice) et algarb {iorwn)

REX.” Date 1871.

600 REIS OF LOUIS I.

Reverse: Arms of Portugal, crowned, inclosed with branches

of palm. Value, “500 REIS,” below. Same value as the last.

6. 200 Reis. Portrait and titles as in the two foregoing

coins.

200 REIS OF PORTUGAL.

Reverse: “200 reis” inclosed l)ctween branches. Value:

80.16.

Silver coins of Portugal coined for Brazil are mentioned

under the coins of the latter-named country. There were also

pieces of 12, 10, 8, 6,4 and 2 macutas issued for the colonies

of the west coast of Africa. Thev are similar in design, and a

description of two of them will give an idea of their character

and value.

1. Four Macutas of Joseph T. A crowned shield, bearing the

arms of Portugal. Legend: “josephus t. d. g. rex p et p.

GUINEA.” Reverse :
“ macutas 4 ” inclosed in a wreath.

Legend: “ Africa portugueza, 1762.” Value: $0.20.

2. Twelve Macutas of Maria I. and Peter III. Crowned
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shield. “ MARIA I. E. PETRUS III. D. O. REGES P. E. D. GUINEA.”

Reverse: Same as the preceding. Value: §0.60.

COPPER COINS OF PORTUGAL.

These are similar to the silver coins in design, and in value

are of the denominations of 40 reis, 20 reis, 10 reis, 5 reis and

3 reis. They were also coined for Brazil. For the Portuguese

possessions in Africa, there were coined pieces of one and of one-

half Macuta.

• u

RUSSIA.
The early history of this great country is involved in much

obscurity. It seems to be agreed that about the year 862 A. D.

Rurick was “ Prince of all Russia.” But his successors for

about seven generations are so much in dispute as to cause them

to be omitted by many chronologers. The Princes of Wladimir

commenced with the accession of Andrew I. in 1157. Ivan

Basilowitz IV., in 1534, added to the title of his predecessors,

“Great Prince,” that of “Tsar” or “Czar,” Ciesar or King.

It was Peter the Great who first assumed the appellation of

Emperor, in the year 1721. The ho.use ofRomanow continued

from 1613 to 1762. The house of Holstein snccee<led in the

person of Peter III. After six months this Prince was suc-

ceeded by his widow Catherine II., who reigne<l until 1796;

Paul I. from 1796 to 1801
;
Ale.xander I. from 1801 to 1825;

Nicholas from 1825 to 1855; Alexander II. from 1855 to

1881
;
Alexander III. is the present incumbent.

The old gold coins of Russia comprised the Imperial, which

was equal to ten roubles, the Half Imfierial of five roubles,

the three roubles, the rouble and the half rouble, or {loltina.

The silver coins were the rouble and its subdivisions, of -60, 25,

20, 15, 10 and 5 Kopeks. The copper coins comprise<l the 10,

5, 2, 1 and } Kopeks; one hundred of the KojMiks being valued
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at one rouble. There were also coins of 12, 6 and 3 roubles in

platinum, which were coined between the years 1828 and 1845.

This metal, though answering the conditions which are desirable

for metallic money—tliat is, hardness and scarcity—was objec-

tionable on account of its requiring to be welded, through its

insensibility to furnace heat. Jt was found also to be of

fluctuating value, and no other nation adopted it after the

experiment of the Russian government.

In the year 1832, after the revolt of Poland had been sup-

pressed, silver money was coined by Russia for circulation in

that part of her dominion, having the value in both languages

upon them. The principal of these wa.s that of IJ roubles

Russian value and 10 Zloty Polish, a relation that had long

existed.

GOLD COINS OF RUSSIA.

1. Two Roubles of Elizabeth I. Bust of the Empress. Le-

gend: “by the grace of god, ELIZABETH I., EMPRESS AND
AUTOCRAT OF ALi.THE RUSSIAS.” Reverse : The imperial Russian

eagle, with a shield upon its breast, l)earing the arms. Legend

:

“coin: value of two ROUBLF.S, 1756.” Value: 81.97.

2. Imperial of Catherine II. Bust of the Empress crowned

witli laurel. Legend: “by the grace of god, Catharine
II., EMPRESS AND AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS.” Reverse :

A circular shield, bearing tlie imperial Russian eagle, with four

other shields, each surmounted by a crown, arranged around

the first, in the form of a cross. The angles of this cross con-

tain the numerals composing the date, and four roses. Legend :

“ IMPERIAL RUSSIAN COIN OF TEN ROUBLES.” A^alue : $7.84.

.3 . Rouble of Catharine II. Bust of the Empress crowned

with laurel. Legend :
“ by the grace of god, Catharine

II., EMPRESS AND AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS.” Reverse:

The imperial Russian eagle, bearing a shield upon its breast.

I^egend :
“ money : rouble,” and the date. Value about $0.75.

4. Poltina of Catharine II. Bust of the Empress. “Cath-
arine II., EMP.” Reverse : The letters “ E. A.” interlaced and

surmounted bv a crown, “poltina” and date. Value: $0.38.
3M

'
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5.

Five Roubles (old). The double or imperial eagle of

Russia with the date.

FIVE ROUm.ES (old).

Reverse :
“ pure gold, one zolotik 39 dolia,” in four

straight lines. Initials of mint-master below the inscription,

the whole inclosed with a wreath and a crown above. Weight:

99.5 grains. Fineness: 918. Value: §3.93.

6.

Five Roubles (new). The Imperial Russian eagle.

FIVE ROUBLE.S (KEW).

Reverse :
“ 5 roubles,” with the date and the initials of the

mint-master, surrounde<l with a circle, exterior to which is the

I^egend :
“ PURE gold, one zolotik 39 dolia.” Weight,

Fineness and Value: Same as the last.

7.

Three Roubles, or Twenty Zlot, of Nicholas, for circula-

tion in Poland. The Imperial eagles with the initials “p. d.”

Reverse: “pure gold 81 dolia.” “3 roublf.s” in Rus-

sian and “20 zlotveb” in Roman characters. Date “ 1838,”

and the initials “s. p. B.” Weight: 59.7 grains. Fineness:

918. Value: §2.36.

PL.VTIXUM COINS OF RUSSIA.

1. Twelve Roubles. The Imperial eagle of Russia, with a

shield upon its breast, bearing the arms, encircled by the order

chain an<l badge of the military order of Saint Andrew. On
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each wing of the eagle are three small shields. Reverse :
“ 12

ROUBLES SILVER ” in three straight lines, below which is the
date and initials, “s. p. b.’’ Legend: “9 ZOL (otiyt) 68 dol
(ta) OF PURE URAL PLATiNA.” Weight: 640 grains. Value
about §9.56 ;

but fluctuating with the price of platinum. Very
rare.

2. Six Roubles. Obv’erse : Similar to the twelve roubles.

Reverse: '‘6 roubles silver.” “4 zoL 82 dol (m)
OF PURE URAL PLATiNA.” Weight: 320 grains. Value
about 34.78, but varying with the price of jdatinum.

3. Phree Roubles. Obverse: Similar to the twelv^e roubles.

Reverse :
“ 3 roubles .silver.” “ 2 zol (otil) 41 dol (i«) op

PURE URAL PLATIXA.” Weight: 160 grains. Value about
$2.39, but varying with the price of platinum.

SILVER COINS OF RUSSIA.

1. Rouble of Peter the Great. Rust in armor partially

enveloped in a military mantle, laureated. Legend :
“ tsar

PETER ALEKSAIEVICH, AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS.” Re-
verse : The imperial eagle surmounted by a crown and grasp-

ing a sceptre in the dexter, and the imperial globe in the sinister

talon. Legend: “new coin: value of one rouble.”
Value: $0.72.

2. Double Rouble of Peter the Great. Bust in armor. Le-
gend : “peter a {fehaievich\ emperor and autocrat op
all the RUSSIAS.” Reverse: Four Russian P’s and four

crowns arranged in a cross, with I’s in the angles; the date,

1722. Legend: “new coin: value op two roubles.”
Value: $1.44.

3. Rouble of Peter the Great, 1725. Bust in armor. Legend:
PETER A (lehaievich), emperor and autocrat of all the
RUSSIAS.” Reverse : Similar to that of the Double Rouble. Le-
gend: “new COIN: VALUE OP ONE rouble.” Value: $0.72.

4. Rouble of Anna. Bust of the empress, surmounted with

a small crown. Legend: “by the grace op god, anna,
empress and autocrat of all the RUSSIAS.”
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ROUBLE OF ANNA.

Reverse: The Imperial Russian eagle, with a shield upon its

brea«t, bearing the arms—St. George and the dragon. Legend

:

“ MONEY
;
ROUBLE, 1732.” Weight : 398.5 grains. Fineness:

800. Value: §0.72.

5. Ten Kopecs or Grevenneek of Anna. The imperial

eagle. Reverse: Ten pellets and “grevenneek.” Beneath

a sectional line, “ 1735.” The pellets on the coins of Russia of

small denomination were to enable the serfs, who were unable to

read, to count the value of the piece by the numlxjr of pellets.

6. Rouble of Elizjibeth I. Bust of the Empress. Le-

gend :
“ BY THE GRACE OF GOD, ELIZABETH I., EMPRESS AND

AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS.” Reverse: The Imi>erial

eagle, with a shield upon its breast, bearing the arras. Legend :

“money; rouble, 1752.” Value: $0.72.

7. Rouble of Peter III. Bust in armor. Ijogend :“ peter

III., BY THE GRACE OF GOD, EMPEROR AND AUT(X:RAT OF ALL

THE RUSSIAS.” Reverse: Four Russian P’s and four crowns,

arranged as a cross, with I’s in the angles; the date, 1762. Le-

gend : “new COIN: VALUE OF ONE ROUBLE.” Value: $0.72.

8. Quarter Rouble of Catherine II. Bust of the Empress.

Legend: “by the grace of god, Catherine il, empress

AND AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUS.SJAS.” Reverse : Tlie Imperial

eagle ; above is the date, and beneath is the name of the coin

:

“ POLUPOLTINICK.”
*

9. Grevenneek of Catherine II. Bust of the Empress. Le-
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gend ;
“ BY THE GRACE OP GOD, CATHERINE II., EMPRESS AND

AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS.”

GREVENNEEK OF CATHERINE II.

Reverse: “grevenneek 1794.” A crown above, and the

whole inclosed between sprigs of laurel. Value: $0.08.

10. Half Rouble of Paul I. Four Rus.sian P’s and four

crowns, arranged as a cross, with the numeral I. in the centre.

Legend: *‘ooin; value of half a rouble.” Date, 1798.

ROUBLE OF ALEXANDER I., 1807.

HALF ROUBLE OF PAUL I.

Reverse: A square shield, decorated, bearing the inscription :

Legend: “not unto us, not unto us, but to thy name.”
Weight: 162 grains. Fineness: 871. A’’alue: $0.32.

11. Rouble of Alexander I., 1807. Bust in uniform. IjO-



1014 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

gem] ; // BY toe grace of god, Alexander i., emfebw
AND AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS.”

Reverse: “ roubi*e—1807.” Legend: “ imperial Russian

COIN.” Weight : 324 grains. Fineness: 871. Value: $0.65.

12.

Rouble of Alexander I., 1813- The Imperial Russian

eagle with a shield upon its breast. Beneath are the lettere P.

G. and the date, 1813. Legend :
“ money rouble.”

ROUBLE OF ALEXANDER I., 1813.

Reverse: “of pure silver 4 zolotnik 21 dolia,” in four

straight lines, with a crown above, and “ s. P. B,” sejjarated by

a dash line, below. The whole inclosed with brandies of oak

and laurel, crossed. Weight: 320 grain.s. Fineness: 868.

Value: $0.63.

13.

Twenty Kopeks of Nicholas. The Imperial eagle with

a pointed shield upon its breast. Below, the letters “ H. P.,”

and “ 1826, ye^vr.”

TIVENTY KOPEKS OF NICHOLAS.

Reverse: “ 1 0 kopek.s,” and beneath a dash the letters “s.

P. B.” Weight: 64 grains. Fineness: 868. Value: $0.13.

14.

Twenty-five Kojicks of Nicholas. The Imjierial eagle

of Russia as in the jilatinum coins.
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TWEKTY-FIVE KOPEKS OF NICHOLAS.

Reverse: “25 kopeks, 1835, s. p. b.,” with a crown above,

and oak and laurel wreaths inclosing them.

15.

Ten Kopeks of Nicholas. Obveree: Similar to the last.

TEN kopeks of NICHOLAS.

Reverse : Similar
;
but substituting “ 10 ”

for 25.”

16.

Five Kopeks of Nicholas. Obverse: Similar to the last.

FIVE KOPEKS OF NICHOI.AS.

Reverse : Similar to the last, substituting “ 5 ” for “ 10.”

17.

Rouble of Nicholas. The Imperial eagle,- as in the pre-

ceding pieces. Legend :
“ pure silver, 4 zolotnik, 21 dolia.”

ROUBLE OF NICHOLAS.
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Reverse :
“ money rouble, 1838, s. p. b.,” a crown above,

with branches of oak and laurel. AVeight: 320 grains. Fine-

ness: 868. Value: 80.63.

18.

Half-Rouble of Nicholas. The Imperial eagle of Rus-

sia. “ 2 ZOLOTNIK, lOJ DOLIA OF PURE SILVER.”

HALF-ROUBLE OF NICHOLAS.

Reverse: “money plotina, 1848, s. P. b.,” with crown,

and wreaths of oak and laurel. Weight: 160 grains. Fine-

ness: 868. Value: §0.37.5.

19.

One and a Half Roubles for Poland, equal to 10 Zlotych.

Obverse: Similar to the Half-Rouble. Legend: “6 zolotnik,

31 1 HOLIA.”

IJ ROUBLES. 10 ZLOT\'CH.

Reverse: “14 roublis. 10 zlot, 1835,” inclosed in

branches of oak and laurel. Weight : 480 grains. Fineness

:

868. Value: §0.95.

20.

I Rouble or 5 Zlotych. Obverse : Similar to the Half-

Rouble. Legend :
“ 3 zolotnik, 15 i>oua.”
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I ROUBLE. 5 ZLOTYCH.

Reverse : Similar to the 1-^ Roubles, with the change of value.
“ I ROUBLE, 5 ZLOT.”

21.

Quarter-Rouble. The Imperial eagle of Russia. “1
ZOLOTNIK, DOLIA OF PURE SILVER.”

QUARTER-ROUBLE.

22.

Thirty Kopeks, 2 Zlot. Obverse : Same as the preced-
ing. Value: §0.16.

30 KOPEKS, 2 ZLOTE.

Reverse :
“ pure silver, 1 zol (oOul-), 25J dol (ia).” “ 30

KOPEKS, 2 ZLOTE, 1838.” Value: §0.19.

23. Fifteen Kopeks, 1 Zloty. Obverse: Same as the pre-
ceding. Value: §0.08.

24. Rouble of Alexandria II. Russian Imperial eagle
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15 KOPEKS, 1 ZLOTY.

similar to tlie Rouble of Nicholas. Reverse :
“ rouble,” date,

etc., similar to the Rouble of Nicholas.

COPPER COINS OF RUSSIA.

These consist of the 10, 5, 3, 2, 1, J, and J Kopek. The

old 10 Kopek piece of Catharine II. weighed 780 grains, at

j)resent the same coin w’eighs 100 grains less. And so of the

fractions of the 10 Kopek. They usually have the Imperial

eagle, as on the gold, silver, and platinum coins, with the value

and date
;
and in some cases the old coppers have the initials of

the sovereign crowned. Catharine II. coined a set of this

money for Siberia, having her initials crowned and inelosed in

branches of oak and palm. The Reverse had two wolves stand-

ing on their hind feet, and resting their fore feet upon a shield,

bearing a crown, and inscribed with the value and the date.

FINLAND MONKY.
In the year 1864, the Russian Government issued money for

Finland, in gold, silver, and copper. Tlie Markka is worth

about 20 cents of our money. The gold set comprised the 5,

10, 25, and 50 Markkaa. The silver, of 25 and 50 Pennia, and

1, 2, and 5 Markkaa. The copper, of the 1 Penni, and the 5

and 10 Pennia.

SPAIN.
Prior to the year 1853 the gold coins of Spain and her

colonies were the Doblon, valued at sixteen dollars, tije lialf
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(loblon, quarter doblon or pistole, eighth doblon or escudo and

the sixteenth, called veinten, coronilla or dollar. Before the

year 1772 they were of 917 thousandths fineness. From 1772

to 1785 they were reduced to 896 thousandths, and since 1785

to 875 thousandths—the doubloon all the time weighing 418

Troy grains
;
its fractions their proper proportion of that weight.

Since the year 1853 the only gold coin has been the Doubloon

of 100 reals, of 900 thousandths fineness and weighing 129 Troy

grains.

The unit of the silver money is the real. Twenty of these

are equivalent to the dollar, and one of them is equal in value

to one hundred copper centimos. Before 1853 the silver coins

were the Dollar, its half, quarter, eighth and sixteenth. Since

1853 the silver coins are the Dollar, half, peseta, half peseta

and real—the peseta being equal to four reals.

The copper coins comprise the quarter real of twenty-five

centimos, tenth of a real of ten centimos, and twentieth of a

real of five centimos. In old time they were the two-cuarto

piece of eight raaravedis
;
the one-cuaHo piece of four maravedis

;

and the ochavos of two maravedis. Spain has three mints : at

Madrid, Seville and Barcelona.

GOLD COINS OF SPAIN.

1. Half Pistole of Philip Y., 1740. Bust, “philip v. d.

Q. HISPAX {iamm) ET IXD {iai'um) rex 1740.” Reverse: A
crowned shield, bearing the royal arras. “ ixitium sapientiae

TIMOR DOM.” Value: S2.00.

2. Quarter Pistole of Ferdinand VI., 1750. Bust, “ferdi-

NANDUS VI. D. G.—1750.” Reverse: A crowned shield, bear-

ing the arms of Spain. “ HISPANIARUM REX.” Value: §1.00.

3. Doubloon of Charles IIII., 1802. Bust, “carol nil.

D. G. HISP. ET IND. R.” Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

Reverse: Crowne<l shield, hung with the order ehain and

badge of the onler of the golden fleece, bearing the royal arms

with the arras of Spain on a shield of pretence, and Anjou on a
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DOUBLOOX OF CIIAIJLES IV.

heart-shaped shield. “ in utroq. felix auspice deo,” “ 8-

s ” and mint-mark. Value: S15.72.

4. Half Doubloon of Charles IIII., 1792. Same as the

doubloon on both sides, excepting that “4-s” takes the place

of“8-s.” Value: 87.86.

5. Pistole of Charles IV. Same as the doubloon with the

substitution of “ 2-s ” for “ 8-s.” Value: $3.92.

6. Escudo of Charles IV. Similar to the doubloon, but the

Legend is abbreviated, and “ 8-S ” is replaced by “ 2-s.” Value

:

$1.95.

7. Half Escudo of Charles IV. Obverse: Bust of Charles.

“CAROLUS REX.” Reverse: Arms of Spain crowned. “ His-

PAXiARUM REX.” Bclow, “ j. s. V.” Value: $0.98.

8. Eighty Reals of Joseph Napoleon, 181 1. Bust. “Joseph

XAP. D. G. HISP. ET IND. R—181 1.” Reverse : Crowned shield,

hung with the order chain and badge of the golden fleece. “ IN

UTROQ. FELIX AUSPICE DEO.” Value: $3.90.

9. 100 Reals of Isabella, 1857. Bust laureated; “Isabel
2^ POR LA G..DE DIOS Y LA CONST.,” 1857. Reverse: An
oval shield, liearing the royal arms, surmounted by a crown

;

arms of Spain on a shield of pretence, and the arms of Anjou

on a heart-sha{>ed shield. Beneath are two palm branches

cros.sed
;
the denomination, “ 100 R®.” Value: $4.96.

10. Twenty-five Pesetas of Alphonso XII., 1876. Bust.

“ALFONSO XII POR LA O DE DIOS.” Date 1876.

Reverse : Arms of Spain, crowned and decorated. “ rey
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TWENTY-FIVE PESETAS OF ALPHONSO XII.

const' de espana.” Below, “db 25 pesetas m.” Value:

$4.96.

SILVER COINS OF SPAIN.

1.

In the year 1513 Charles, Duke ofAustria ami ofBurgundy,

exercised sovereign authority in consequence of the insanity of

his mother Johanna, who was the Queen regnant. Both of

their names appear on the coinage.

DOUBLE REAL OF CHARLES AND JOHANNA, 1513.

2. Crown Dollar of Charles II., 1672. Bust, “carol ii. d.

G. HISP. ET INDIAR. REX, 1672.” Rcvcrse : A crowned shield,

supported hy two lions; “arciiid. aust. dux burg. co. flan.”

{Archduke of Austria, Duke of Burgundy and Count of Flanders).

Struck for Belgium. Fineness: 875. Value: $0.82.

3. One Real of Philip V., 1708. Crowned shield, bearing

the arms of Spain. “ 1-R.” “ philippus v. d. g. iiispaniar.

REX.” Reverse : Royal cypher crowned, “ dextera d (ominus)

exaltavit me, 1708.”
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CROWN DOLLAR OF PHILIP III.

PISTA KEENS OF PHILIP V. VALUE $0,218.

4. Two Reals of Philip V., 1735. Crowned shield, bearing

the royal arms; arms of Anjou (three fleurs-de-lis) on a shield

of pretence. “ philippus V. D. o.” Fineness: 916.6. Value:

$0.22. Reverse: Arms of Spain. “ hispaniarum rex,'*’ and

date.

5. One Real of Philip N., 1735. Similar to the two reals.

Fineness: 916.6. Value: $0.11.

ONE REAL OF PHILIP V.

6.

Fight Reals of Philip V., 1735. Similar to the one and

two real pieces of the same date. Fineness: 916.6. Value:

$0.87.
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EIGHT REALS OF PHILIP V.

7. Two Reals of Charles III., 1771. Crowned shield, bear-

ing the royal arms, a shield of pretence bearing the arras of

Spain and Anjou, “ CAUOi.us ill. D. G.”

TWO REALS OF CHARLES III.

Reverse; Arms of Spain, “hispaniarum rex.” Fine-

ness: 916.6. Value: §0.22.

8. Pistareen of Charles III., 1759. “carolvs” in a mon-

ogram, with III. below, and a crown above, “hispaniarum

rex., 1759.”

PISTAREEN OF CHARLES III.
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Reverse : Arms of Spain, crowned. “ hispaniarum rex.”

In the field ; “r 2,” “m a j.” Fineness: 916.6. Value: $0.22.

9.

Four Reals of Charles III., 1761. Crowned shield, bear-^

ing the royal arras, a shield of pretence bearing the arms of

Spain and Anjou. “ carolus iir. d. g.”

Reverse: Arms of Spain, “hispaniarum rex., 1761.”

Fineness: 916.6. Value: $0.41.6.

10.

Globe Dollar of Charles III., 1768. Two globes, repre-

senting the Old World and the New; under a crown and be-

tween two crowned pillars (of Hercules) “ vtra que vnum.”

Date below, 1768.

Reverse: Arms of Spain, etc., on a .shield crowned, “his-

paniarum REX.” In the field “ R 8.” “sc J.” Value : $0.87.

11.

Eight Reals of Charles IV., 1792. Bust, “carolus
im. DEI G. 1792.” Reverse: “hispaniarum rex.,” with a

FOUR REALS OF CHARLES III,

GLOBE DOLLAR OF CHARLES III.
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crowned shield bearing the arms of Spain and Anjou. In the
field “ R 8 ” “ M F A.” Value

: ^0.87.

, 12. I our Reals of Charles IV. Bust. “ carolus iiii. dei
Exergue : Date of issue.

FOUR REAI.S OF CHARLES IV.

Reverse : Arms of Spain and Anjou on a shield, erowned.
“ HISPANIARUM REX.” In the field

“ r 4 ” “ >i f a ” Value •

$0.43.

13. Real of Charles IV. Obverse : Similar to the Four Reals.

ONE REAL OP CHARLES IV.

Reverse: Similar to the Four Reals, excepting ‘‘r 1 ” I

B ” take the place of « r 4 ” “ ii f a.” iu the field. Fineness:
902.7. Value: $0.10.7.
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14. Pillar Dollar of Charles IV. Obverse: Similar to the

Four Reals, before described. Reverse : Arms of Spain crowned,

between two pillars, one encircled by a scroll inscribed “plus,

and the other with a scroll inscribed “ ultra. “ hispan. et

IND. REX M. 8 R. F. F.” Fineness : 902.7. Value: $0.86.

15. Pillar Half-Dollar of Charles IV. Obverse: Similar

to the Dollar.

16. Twenty Reals of Joseph Napoleon, 1809. Uudrapcd

bust. lAjgend: “Joseph nap. dei gratia, 1809.”

TWENTY REALS OF JOSEPH NAPOLEON.

Reverse: “ hispaniarx:m et ind. rex. m. a. i.” Arms of

Spain on a shield. Fineness: 916.6. \alue: SO.87.

17.

Five Pesetas of Rareclona, 1810. “5 pf^setas,” be-

neath which are palm branches, crosse<l, inclosed in a wreath.

Legend: “ EN Barcelona, 1810.”

FIVE PFJ5ETA8 OF BARCELONA.
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Reverse : A diamond-shaped shield, inclosed in a wreath.

Fineness: 900. Value: $0.79.

18.

Peseta of Barcelona, 1811. Similar to the last, substi-

tuting “peseta” for “5 pesetas,” and the date, 1811, for

1810. Fineness: 900. Value: $0.16.

peseta of barceloxa.

The Peseta pieces of Barcelona appeared between the years

1809 and 1812. They were .struck apparently without author-

ity, during the period of trouble the country underwent at tlie

time they are dated.

19.

Eight Reals of Ferdinand VII. Bust, “ferdinandus
VII. DEI GRATIA, 1813.”

EIGHT REAI-S OF FERDINAND VII.

Reverse: Arms of Spain and Anjou on a shield, crowned,

and between pillars with scrolls labelled “plus” and “ultra.”
“hispan. et ind. rex. m. 8 R. T. H.” Fineness: 902.7.

Value: $0.86.

20.

Ten Reals of Ferdinand VII., 1821. Undraped bust
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TEN REATJ5 DE VELLON OF FERDINAND VII,

Pweverse: “reseelado” (recoined), “ 10 R*.,” inclosed in a

wreath of two laurel branches. “ REY DE LAS ESPaNAS.

Fineness: 902.7. Value: §0.43.

21. Four Reals of Caraccas, 1819. Two pillars standing on

a straight line and crossed by two other lines parallel to the

first. A fourth line passes below the pillars, also a parallel.

The figure 4 is between the pillars and above the lines
;
then

follows lietween the lines: » plv—SVL—tra b.—1819—s.

CARACAS.” A branch fills up the Exergue.

double PISTAREEN of FERDINAND Vn.

Reverse: Arms of Spain quartered by a cross; the figure 4

at either end of the iierpendicular, and F and 7 at the ends o

the horizontal. Weight : 208.8 grains, Troy. Fineness : 902.7.

Value: §0.43. t?

22 Two Reals of Caraccas, 1819. Similar to the Four

piece; with the suhstitutioD of the figure 2 on the former where
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PISTAREEN OF FERDINAND VII.

the figure 4 is found on tlie latter. Weight: 104.4 grains.

Fineness: 902.7. Value: ^.21.
23. Twenty Reals of Ferdinand VII. Bust: “Fernando

7° POR LA GRACIA DE DIOS Y. LA CONSTITUCION—1822.”

TWENTY REALS OF FERDINAND VII.

Reverse: A crowne<l shield, liearing the arms of Spain and
Anjou, between two pillars, around which is a scroll vvitli “ plus
ULTRA.” Legend :

“ rey de las espanas.” Below :
“ M

—

6 R ” and “20 Rf” Weight: 417.6 grains, Troy. Fineness:

902.7. Value: $0.86.

FIVE PESETAS OF THE BELEARIC ISLANDS.



1030 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

24. Five Pesetas of Ferdinand were coined for the Belearic

Islands. They are of exactly the same weight and fineness,

and consequently of the same value, as the piece of twenty

Keals.

25. Twenty Reals of Isabella II., 1861. Bust. “ISABEL
2* FOR LA G. DE DIOS Y LA CONST.—1861.”

TWENTY REALS OF ISABELLA II.

Reverse : Anns of Spain and Anjou, crowned, between pil-

lars which have a scroll aroutid them inscribed :
“ plus ultra.”

Legend: “rein.a de i.as espanas.” Exergue: “ 20 reales.”

Weight, value, and fineness: Same as No. 22.

26.

Four Piasters of Isabella for the Philippine Islands, 1861,

Bust. “ISABEL 2* POR LA G. DE DIOS Y LA CONST.—1861.”

POUR PIASTERS, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

Reverse: Arms of Spain, etc., between pillars, “reina de

LAS fSiPANAS.” Exei^ue: “4—p” “filipinas.”

27.

Five Pesetas of the Republic, 1870. Lil)erty, with a

cn3wn on her head, is reclining, with an olive branch in her

right hand, which is extendeil. Ijt'gend :
“ IISPANA,” and the

•date, 1870.
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FIVK I'ESKTAS OF THE REPUBEIC.

Reverse: Arms of Spain, etc., with a turreted crown sur-

mounting, and pillars on either side, with a scroll around them,

inseribo<l: “plus ultra/' Legend: “LEY 900 miliosimas

FIVE PESETAS OF AMADEUS.

40 PIEZAS EN KILOG.” Excrgue :
“ S. K—5 PESETAS—M.”

Value and fineness the same as the Twenty Reals of Isabella.

FIVE PESETAS OF ALPHONSO XII.



1032 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPjEDIA.

28. Five Pesetas of Amadeus I., 1871. Bust. Legend

:

“amadeo I KEY DE ESPAXA.” Date, 1871.

Reverse : Similar to that of the Five Pesetas of the Republic,

excepting that the crown is not turreted. Value and fineness

the same as the corresponding coin of the Republic.

29. Five Pesetas of Alphonso XII., 1875. Bust, “al-

FONSO XII REV DE ESPANA.” Date, 1875.

Reverse: Same as the corresponding piece of Amadeus I.

Value and fineness: Same as the corresponding coin of the

Republic.

SAYEDEN.
Sweilen was formerly a jiart of Denmark, from which it be-

came a separate kingdom in 1528, Gustavus Vasa being crowned

King at Stockholm in that year. In 1813 Norway was an-

nexed to the Sweflish crown. The unit of money was the

Riksdaler of 48 schillings. It was formerly of 878 thousandths

fineness, and weighed 451.7 grains, Troy. It had its subdivi-

sions, of pieces of two-thirds and one-third of the same, and of

one-sixth, one-twelfth, and one-twenty-fourth of a lower stand-

ard. In 1830 the Riksdaler was made to weigh 528 Troy

grains, and 750 thousandths fijieness. The lower denomina-

tions are of the same standard of fineness. The gold money

consists of the Four, Two, and One Ducat.

GOLD COINS OF SWEDEN.
1. Ducat of Gustavus Adolphus, 1633. Bust in armor at

three-quarter face, laureated. “gustav. adolpii. d. g. svego

(rum) VANDALO. rex. mag” {nm). Reverse: A crownc<l

shield, bearing the arms of Sweden and Gothland, quartered,

with the arms of Vandalia on a shield of pretence, inclosed be-

tween branches of laurel, crossed. “PRINC {fps) FINLAND DUX

ETIIO. CAR. DO.M ING.”
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2. Four Ducats of Charles XIV. Undraped bust. “carl.

XIV. SVERIGES NORR. G. ocH. V. KONUNG.” Reverse: The

three crowns of Sweden upon an oval shield, encircled by the

order chain and ba<lge of the order of the Seraphim, and dis-

played upon a mantle draped from a crown. Beneath are the

initials “a. G.,” and date, “folkets. karlek min belon-

ING.” [Tlie peoples love is my recompense). Value: §9.03.

3. Two Ducats of Charles XIV. Same type as the last.

Value: §4.51^.

4. One Ducat of Charles XIV. Same type as the last.

Value: §2.26.

5. Twenty Kronor of Swe<len of Oscar II. Bust. “ OSCAR

II SVERIGES O NORGES KONUNG.” Date, 1873.

TWENTY KRONOR OF SWEDEN.

Reverse: Arms of Sweden and Norway on a shield, quartered,

with a crown above, and draped. Legend :
“ brodrafolkens

VAL.” Below is the value :
“ 20 kronor.” Value: §5.25.

SILVER COINS OF SWEDEN.
1. Four Marks of Gustavus Adolphus. Bust in armor, lau-

reated. Above is a glory containing the Hebrew word “ Je-

hovah.” “gustavus ADOLF. D. G. REX SVECIAE PRINCEPS

HAER,” and in an inner circle, “gloria altisse.mo suorum
REFUGIO.” Reverse: Three shields beneath a crown, one bear-

ing the arras of Sweden, another of Gothland, and the third of

Vandalia. Legend: “ iiii svenske markr, 1617.”

2. Two Marks of Gustavus Adolphus. Portrait profile of

the king, attired in robes of state, holding a baton in the right,

and an Imperial globe in the left hand. Above is a glory con-
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taining the Hebrew word “Jehovah.” “ p. g. gustavus Adol-

phus sv'E {ciae) got (Jiorum) van (dalorum) hex.” Reverse

:

A crowned shield, bearing the arms of Swetlen and Gothland,

quartered, with the arms of Vaudalia on a shield of pretence,

inclosefl between branches of laurel, crossed. Above is in-

scribed “ GOTT MIT UNS.”

3. Riksdaler of Christiana. Full face bust of the queen.

“CHRISTINA. D. G. SVE. GOT. WAN {(lalorum) Q. DE REGE ILE.”

Reverse : An image of Christ, with the Imperial globe. To
the left of the field is a crowned shield, bearing the arms of

Sweden, Gothland, and Vaudalia, in three fields. Legend:

“SALVATOR MUNDI SALVANOS MDCXLII.”

4. Riksdaler of Charles XL, 1695. Rust in armor, with a

military mantle. “ CAROLUS xi i). G. rex sv'E.” Reverse:

Crowned shield, bearing the arms of Sweden. At one side is

the numeral 8, and at the other the letter M. “dominus pro-

tector MEUS, 1695.” On the edge is inscribeil “ manibus *

NE * * * * LAEDAR * AVARIS.”

5. One Mark of Charles XII., 1701. Bust as in the coins

of Charles XI. “CAROLUS xii. D. G. rex sve.” Reverse:

The three golden crowns of Sweden, with the date, 17—01, and

the denomination, “ 1

—

M.”

6. Riksdaler of Gustavus III., 1781. Undraped bust.

“gustavus III. D. G. RE.x SVECIAE.” Reverse: The arms of

Sweden upon a circular sliield, surmounted by a crown, and en-

circlerl with the order chain and badge of the order of Seraphim.

“1 r“.” Beneath are the letters, “o L,” and the date. Above

is inscribed “ fademes landet ” {The hind of our fathers).

ONE-SIXTH riksdaler OF GUSTAVUS IV.
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7. Onc-Sixth Riksdaler of Gustavus IV., 1805. Bust in

armor, bedecked with the order band. Legend: “gustaf iv.

ADOLPH. SV. G. OCHU. V. KONUNG.”
Reverse : Arms of Sweden, as in the last. Above is the in-

scription “gud ocii folket” {God and the people).

8. Riksdaler species of Charles XIV., 1838. Obverse:
Same type as the Ducat.

RIKSDALER SPECIES OF CHARLES XIV.

Reverse: A crowned shield, encircled by the order chain and
badge of the order of the Seraphim, and bearing the arms of
Sweden, Norway, and Gothland, in three fields, with a shield

of pretence, bearing the arms of Vandal ia and Bernadotte.

Beneath is the denomination :
“ 1 r—sp;” the initials “a. g.,”

and the date, 1838. “ folkets karlek mix beloxing.”
On the edge is inscribed “ 75

—

100 delay fix silfver.”

RIKSDALER OF OSCAR.
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9. Kiksdaler of Oscar, 1844. Uudraped bust. Legend;
“ OSCAR SVERIGES NORR. GOTH. OCH. VEND. KONUNG.”

Reverse : A crowned shield, supported by two lions, and

bearing the arms of Sweden and Gothland, quartered, with a

shield of pretence, bearing the arms of Vandalia and Berna-

dotte. On the base, which supports the shield, b the date,

1846, and the denomination :
“ 1 R—sp.” Beneath are the

initials ‘'a. g.” Above is inscribed “ ratt. och. banning,”

and on the edge “ 75—100 delay fin silfver.”

10. Riksdaler of Charles XV., 1870. Undraped bust.

“ CARL XV SVERIGES NORR. GOTH. OCH. VEND. KONUNG.”

RIKSDALER OF CHARLES XV.

Reverse: Arms similar to the foregoing. Beneath them, “4

RD RIKSM,” with the date, and the letters, “e. t.” Above b
the inscription “ land skall med lag byggas.”

OLD riksdaler OF SWEDEN.
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SWITZERLAND.
The Republic of Switzerland, previous to the year 1798, con-

sisted of a Confederacy of nineteen States, or Cantons. But in

that year they were united under one government called the

Helvetian Republic. In the year 1803 the I rench Republic

dissolved the constitution and held the Cantons by a kind of

French protectorate, which continued until 1815, when the Con-

gress of Vienna re-established the old Confederacy and added the

Cantons of Geneva, Valais and Neufchatel. The names of the

others are, Berne, Zurich, Vaud, Lucerne, St. Gall, Ticino,

Basel, Friburg, Soleure, Uri, Schweitz, Grisons, Aargau, Untcr-

walden. Glams, Thurgau, Schaffhausen, Appenzell and Zug.

Previous to 1798 each Canton exercised the right to coin money.

From 1798 to 1803 the money was issued in the name of the

Helvetian Republic. In 1803 the Cantons resumed the separate

privilege of coinage, which they exercised until the formation

in 1847-8, of the Federal constitution.

The gold coinage seems to have been all executed previous to

1798. The pistole followed the louisd'or of the law of 1/85,

being 916.7 thousandths in fineness, and weighing 118 grains

Trov. The ducat was rare, irregular in value, but approached

to the German standard. We give a sample of a ducat of Berne.

Obverse: Arms of the Canton. Legend: “mox. aur. reip.

BERXEXSI.S. 1741.”

DUCAT OF BERXE.

Reverse :
“ bexe dictus sit ieuova deus 1 DUC

between two wreaths. Weight: 47 grains Troy.

4.58.72. Value: 81.97.

;
” inclosed

Fineness

:
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The silver coins were the ecu or crown of four Swiss francs,

the half crown, the franc of ten batzen, the five, the two and a

half, the one and the half batzen. The smaller pieces are

usually quite base. Forty batzen were estin)ate<l to be equal in

value to the crowu. After the formation of the Helvetian Re-

public, a uniform currency was agreed upon, making the Swiss

franc of ten batzen, or ten rappen, the unit. After 1803 the

right of coinage being restored to the sovereign Cantons, subject

to the regulations of the Senate as to fineness, there was a want

of uniformity that was only fully corrected by tlie new Federal

organization in 1847-8. Some time being required for the

redemption of the old coinages, it was not until 1852 that the

new law was established in full force. Under this law the

silver pieces comprise the 5, 2, 1 and J francs of 900 thousandths

fineness.

1. Ecu of Zurich. A lion rampant, his left paw resting upon

a shield, the right holding a sword. Ijcgcnd :
“ moneta

REIPUm.iaE TIGUUIX.E.”

Reverse : The city of Zurich
;
above is the Legend :

“ rnmiNE

CONSERV.V NOS IN PACE.” Beneath is a small oval, upon which

is tlie date, “1781.” Weight: 390 grains. Fineness: 844.

Value: $0.93.

2. Florin of Zurich. Arms of the Canton. Ix'gend: “moneta
REiPUBi.icJE TVRicENSis.” Weight: 125 grains. Fineness:

815. Value: $0.23.

ECU OF ZURICH.
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FLORIN OF ZURICH.

3. Two and a Half Batzen of Zurich. Arras of the Canton,

with the £,egend :
“ c.\nton Zurich.”

2^ BATZEN OF ZURICH.

Reverse :
“ 21 batz :

” surrounded with a wreath. Legend :

“ DOMiNE CONSERVA NOS IN PACE.” Weight : 37 grains.

Fineness: 775. Value: $0,064.

4. Half Crown of Berne. Arms of the Canton on a shield,

crowned. Legend: “ respublica beunensis.”

HALF CROWN OF BERNE.

Reverse : A Swiss soldier standing holding a sword. Legend ;



1040 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPEDIA.

“dominus providebit.” Date, “ 1796.” Weight: 227 grains.

Fineness: 896. Value §0.45.

5.

Patagon or Crown of Berne. , Similar to the last.

CUOWX OF BERNE, 1823.

Reverse: Similar to the half crown, but the soldier is in an

oval, and the date is 1823. Weight: 454 grains. Fineness:

896. Value: §0.90.

6.

Ten Batzen of Borne. Arms of the Canton, crowned.

Legend: “ moneta reipub: bernensis 1774.”

TEN BATZEN OF BERNE.

Reverse : Eight B’s interlaced and arranged as a cross.

“dominus providebit.” Weight: 223 grains. Fineness:

833. Value: §0.23.

7.

Five Batzen of St. Gall. Arras of the Canton on a shield

resting upon two cro.ssed branches of oak. Legend: “canton

ST. GAELEN.”

Reverse: “5batz;” within two wreaths. Legend: “do-
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FIVE BATZEN OF ST. GALE.

MINE CONSERVA NOS IN PACE.” Weight: 74 grains. Fine-
ness: 775. Value: $0.13.4.

TEN BATZEN OF ST. GALI..

8. Fiv’e Batzen of Aargau. A shield bearing the arms of
the Canton, between branches of laurel and i)alm, crossed,

“canton AARGAU 1826.” Below, “ 5 BATZ.”

Reverse : A cross, with the letter “ C.” in the centre, inclosed
in a wreath of laurel. Legend: “die concordier cantone
DER SCHWEIZ.”

9. lour Franken of Lucerne. Arms of the Canton npon a
crowned shield, betw'cen branches of palm. Legend :

** canton
LUZERN.” Date, 1814.

30
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FOUIi FRANKEN OF LUCERNE.

Reverse: A Swiss soldier, standing, holding a spear in his

right hand; the left rests on a shield inscribed: “ xix cant.”

Beneath is the denomination: “4 franken,” Legend:

“soHWEiZERf eidsgenossenT.” Weight: 41 6 J grains. Fine-

ness: HG5. Value: $0.82.

5 BATZEN AND 2| BATZEN OF LUCERNE.

10. Crown of Geneva. Arms of the Canton surrounded by

a wreath of palm. Ijegend :
“ GENEVE republique l. an.

IV. DEL. EGA LITE.”

CROW.N OF GENEVA.
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Reverse. Legend: “ post tenebras lux.” Weight: 417

grains. Fineness: 842. Value: $0.80.

11.

Quarter Ecu of Geneva. Ariu.s of the Canton witli the

Legend :
“ post tenebras lux.”

Reverse. Legend :
“ rep : et cant, de geneve ;

” the de-

nomination and date.

12.

Franc of tlie Republic of 1799. A Swiss soldier, carry-

ing a standard. Legend :
“ helvetische republik.” Date,

1799.

FRANC OF THE REPUBLIC OF 1799.

Reverse: The denomination and mint-mark “10 BATZEN

—

B (erne),” inscribed within a harp, entwined with oak. Value:

$0.28.

13. Five Francs of the Confederation of 1848. The figure

of Helv^etia is seated looking and pointing toward the left: a

shield is supported by her left hand, etc. Legend :
“ Hel-

vetia.”

Reverse: “5 fr. 1851;” surrounded by a wreath of oak.

Weight: 383 grains, Troy. Value: $0.87.

14. Two Francs. Similar to the last, with the sul^stitution
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on the Reverse of “ 2 fr ” for “ 5 FR.” Weight : 150 grains,

Troy. Value; §0.34.

FIVE FRANCS OF HELVETIA.

15 One Franc. Similar to the last, with the substitution on

the Reverse of “ 1 FR.” for “ 2 fr.” Weight : 75 grains, Troy.

V^flluG I , ,

1 6 Half-Franc. Similar to the last, with the substitution on

the Reverse of ‘4 fr.” for » 1 fr.” Weight: 37.5 grams,

Troy. Value; §0.08.5.

I„ the year 187-1, a set of the 6, 2, 1, a..il J franc of the

Ilcnublic were coinc<l of the same weight and fineness as those

iimt described. The Obverse has a female representing Hel-

vetia standing, a staff in her right hand, and the left renting

upon’ a sliield : the name Helvetia being below Around t le

edge arp twentv-two stars representing the Cantons. The Re

verse is similar to that of the preceding issue.

TWO FRANCS OF 1874. v

17. Twenty Centimes. The Swiss cross on a shield, resting
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upon branches of oak and laurel, or sometimes upon branches

with flowers, and sometimes upon stalks of wheat. Legend

:

‘‘ HELVETIA ” above; the date below. Reverse :
“ 20’’ within a

wreath of oak leaves. Composition ; iVo gram of silver, with

copper, nickel, and zinc in proportioas not stated by law.

Weight: 3^ grains.

18. Ten Centimes. Similar to the preceding, “ 10 ” being

substituted for “ 20 ” on the Reverse. Composition : iVo gram

of silver, with nickel, copper, and zinq. Weight: 2^ grains.

19. Five Centimes. Situilar to the preceding, “5” being

substituted for “ 10 ” on the Reverse. Composition : gram

of silver, with nickel, copper, and zinc. Weight: 1§ grains.

BRONZE COINS OF THE REPUBLIC.

1. Two Centimes. Similar to the Five Centimes piece above

described, with the substitution of “ 2 ” for “ 5 ” on the Re-

verse, Weight: 38 grains.

2. One Centime. Similar to the Five Centimes piece above

described, with the substitution of “ 1 ” for “ 5 ” on the Reverse.

Weight: 22 grains.

EMPIRE OF TURKEY.
The Turkish Piaster is called, in Arabic, Gersh

;
plural,

Grush. The Piaster is divided in 40 Paras, and the Para in 3

Aspers. The Para is calle<l in Turkey and in Egypt

“FofWa.” In accounts with foreign lands the Piaster is divided

into 100 Aspers or Minas.

No monetary unit of any country has met with such a rapid

decline in value as the Turkish Gersh or Piaster. During the

reign of Mahomet V., 1730-1754, the Piaster was worth about

70 cents of our money; during the reign of Osman II., 1754-

1757, about 66 cents; during Mustapha Ill’s reign, 1757-

1774, it declined to 60 cents; but in the reign of Achmet IV.,
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its value was barely 40 cents. Selim III,, in 1785, reduced it

further, to 34. cents; and when Mustapha IV. ascended the

Turkish throne in 1807, the Piaster w’as hardly worth 25 cents.

During the reign of Mahinoud-Khan, 1808-1818, it fell to 19

(jents; 1819-1823 to 18 cents; 1827-1831 its value \vas just

6 cents; and when he died, in 1839, it was worth only 3 cents.

Since June 27, 1839, Abdul-Medjid-Khan raised the value to

4.39 cents in gold, and 3.85 cents in silver. To-day the in-

trinsic value of the Turkish Piaster—gold, the legal standard

—

is worth $0.04.393 United States gold. The value of the

silver Piaster, assuming as hitherto the ratio of value of gold

to silver to be 15| to 1, is $0.04.312. Therefore, $1 United

States gold is equal to 22.76 legal Turkish Piasters of gold

coin, and 23.19 Turkish Piasters of silver coin.

The Mahometan religion forbids the making of any likeness

for any j)urpose
;
therefore, the coins of Tutkey bear only the

“ Toglira " or monogram of the Sultan. Inscriptions in “ I'aUek ”

or “Nuskhee” Arabic letters and Turkish numerals.

The Silver Piaster is called “Bir-Gei'sh.” The Two Piaster

j)iece ‘‘Iklick." Tlie Five Piaster piece ‘^lieshlik” or ‘'Vtjas-

Dcsfilik," which means White or Silver Piaster. The Ten

Piaster piece “Onlik" or “ V(jas Onlik;” and theTwenty Pia.ster

|iiece “Jinnilik" or “ V<jas Jii'milik." In Egypt this Twenty Pi-

aster piece is commonly called “Guimuh." In Turkish Asia

they call the piece of Twenty Paras which mean.c,

translated into Turkish, ^^Jirmi-Para."

The Twenty-five Piaster j)iece in gold is called ^‘Jirmibesh-

lik.” The Fifty Piaster piece ^‘I2Ulik.” The Hundre<l Piaster

piece or Lira Turca (L.T.) is called ‘^Jiislik,” also “Saire Jiislik”

or Yellow Jiislik, to distinguish it from the “ T’l^’as Jmlik,” or

White Jiislik of Hundred Paras silver, or Two and a Half

Piasters. The Lira Turca is also calle«l Merljidie" in honor

of the originator of the more mwlern Turki.sh coins. In former

years all Turkish money was called by the natives McdjidU

but by order of a Firman of Abdul-Medjid-Khan, the practice

was legally abolished.

I
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The ‘^Hirk Para” is the name given to the copper Piaster,

an illustration of which will be found on page 1055; its literal

meaning implies Forty (Hirk) Paras.

The Turkish “Kis,” plural ‘^Kcser,” denotes a purse of 500

Piasters.

The "Kitze” or “Chise”—only for awards or presents made

by the Sultan—is reckoned at 30,000 Piasters. By a “Juk,

Juik or Jux,” is commonly understood in Turkey of Europe

100,000 Aspers, or 833^ Piasters; while in Asiatic Turkey the

sum of 12 Purses or ^‘Keser” of silver, equal to 6,000 Turkish

Piasters, is meant.

Payment of large sums is usually made in “Beshliks,” or 5

Piaster pieces, and is called “Good Money;” while if in

'^Kaimeh” notes of the Ottoman Bank, or in foreign coins, it

is called paying debts in “Abu.sive or Inferior Money.”

The Turkish Mints are located as follows : 1. In Constan-

tinople, stamped with “ Kostantinie.” 2. Cairo, Egypt, bear-

ing stamp “ Misrh.” 3. Tripoli, stamp “Trahbluos.” 4. Tu-

nis, stamp “Tunis.” This last Mint has not coined money

within thepast twenty years. The Mint at Algid’s, bearing the

stamp “ Je.sair,” was abolished December 22d, 1847.

Smyrna has the privilege of issding money; but little is

coined by that Assay office or branch Mint. On some of the

more ancient Turkish coins the mark of the Constantinople or

principal Mint of Turkey is change<l from “Kostantinie” to

“ Islamboul.” True, Constantinople is also known by the word

“ Stamboul,” an easy corruption of the original Greek name;

still it appears that the Turks intended a play upon this word,

and at the same time to commend the Mahometan religion, by

stamping on their coins “ Islamboul,” which translated means

“ T/ie fullness of the true faith.” All the Sultans of Turkey,

from Ottman, or Ottoman I., A. D. 1296, down to Selim III.,

A. D. 1789, used the title “Islamboul” in connection with the

other titles of Turkish royalty.

The floating debt of Turkey amounts to over $260,000,000

gold. The foreign loans about £182,900,750, equal to about

$888,897,645, gold.
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The interest on this debt and the other expenditures of the

government are coverod by taxes most burdetisome and exces-

sive.

The taxes of a district are sold out to speculators, w’ho supply

the needed funds to the government. These are known as

“Contractors of the Revenue,” and not infrequently each of

these sells again to one or more parties, who in turn do the

same, until there are often half a dozen profits made on what

the people j)ay for the support of the government. The prin-

cipal taxes are

:

“Ashir,” or tithes. This covers the agricultural products of

all arable lands, such as the cereals, cotton, tobacco, grapes, figs,

olives, opium, etc. On grain the tax is paid in kind
;
but on

most of the other products in money on an estimated cash value.

“ Bedel,” a tax for exemption from military duty. The
Christians, and other non-Mahometan |>opulation, pay a com-

pensation of 5,000 Piasters, about $216.50 in gold, for each re-

cruit. The Mahometans have to pay from 5,000 to 10,000

Piasters, according to rank.

“Sayme,” or tithes of sheep, goats, and cattle in general, is

a substitute for the “Ashir,” and when paid in kind is every

tenth sheep, goat, etc.; but is usually paid in money on the

basis of one-tenth the average cash valuation.

“ Verghee” is the property tax, and is divided in “Tenirak-

Verghee,” or tax on real estate, and “ Timetouh-Verghee,” or

income tax. The “Temrak-Verghee” is collected, first, four-

tenths of one per cent, of the estimated fee-simple of all houses

and lands; six times the annual procluce is assumed to repre-

sent the fee-simple of an estate, and four per cent, of all the

rent if sublet and not subject to tithes. The “ Timetouh-

Verghee” or income tax is three per cent, on all gross profits

from invested capital.

Besides the treasury where all these taxes are paid, the gov-

ernment is the owner of the Sacred Treasury of Islam, and the

treasury of the Seraglio.

The Sacred Treasury of Islam is one of the most important
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institutions of the Great Mosque, or the house of God. Each
Mahometan pilgrim makes a cash offering for the defence of

Islam or Holy Faith, amounting in the aggregate about 70 to

75,000,000 Piasters = to about $3,000,000 annually. This

Sacreil Treasury consists of three immense treasury chests, the

first of which was opened and used in defence of the Holy
Faith during the Russo-Turco war of 1828-1829; the second

chest was opened during the Crimean war of 1854-1856; but

the third chest remains unopened, and is believed to contain

about §450,000,000 to §500,000,000, the accumulation of about

five hundred years. The “ Sheik-ul-Islam,” or supreme eccle-

siastical chief of Mahometanism, has ordered the delegation of the

“ Ulema »r Learned ” to visit Mecca for the purpose of obtain-

ing the contents of that third offertory chest; but the true

amount it really contains, j)rovided it has not been interviewed

on the sly, will never be known, for their religion forbids them
to let the world know of the heavenly treasures. The treasury

of the Seraglio is a dazzling array of precious stones and jewels,

of untold value. The collection embraces pearls, many of them
as large as sparrow eggs; a throne of pure massive gold, inlaid

with real pearls; drajxjries embroidered with rubies, sapphires,

and pearls; a massive gold cradle, studded with precious stones;

inlaid armor, jeweled helmets, sword hilts decorated with

diamonds
;
coffee trays of ebony, with a double row of large

diamonds, set close together; tshoobooks or pipe stems, sword
l)elts, caskets, and bushels of necklaces of the most splendid

description, huddled together in glass-cases, and flashing like

fire-flies in the dark.

The most costly article in the treasury is a toilet table of

Lapis Lazuli, a blue stone of great value, and other valuable

material, richly inlaid with precious stones of every description.

The pillars that support the mirror are set with diamonds; the

stem and claws of the table are covered with diamonds, emeralds,

rubies, carbuncles, sapphires and opals; along the edge of the

table hangs a deep fringe of diamonds, with immense solitaires.

The next costly treasure is the sword of the Sultan, worn on
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gala-days; it is of the finest Damascus steel, heavily mounted in

solid gold, decorated with fifteen solitaire diamonds, each one

as large as the top of a man’s thumb, surrounded by precious

stones of almost every description. This “ Serai ” or Seraglio

containing these countless treasures was erected by Mahomet II.

between A. D. 1455 and 1480; and is situated in the heart of

Constantinople. This “Serai” or Seraglio (meaning palace) is

the chief residence of the Sultan, and stands in a triangular

inclosure surrounded by a strong wall, on a point of land with

the Bosphorus to the east, and the Golden Horn to the north.

The wall is about three miles long, and the water frontage is

two-thirds of the entire length. Within the inclosure are sev-

eral public edifices, including the Mint, Treasury and Arsenal;

besides several Mosques, private dwellings and offices of the

ministers of war and treasury.

GOLD COINS OF TURKEY.

The gold coins of the Empire of Turkey still in circulation

are as follows:

1. Lira Turca (L. T.), or Turkish Lira, coined at Constanti-

nople in 1839. Weight: 111.359 grains; 916 Fineness.

Value: S4.40.0127 U. S. gold.

2. 50 Piasters Piece, or “ Ellilik,” coined at Cairo, Egypt, in

1839. Weight: 66 grains; 874 Fineness. Value: S2.48-

.3943 U. S. gold.

3. 50 Piasters Piece, or “ Ellilik,” coined at Constantinople

in 1839. Weight: 55.679 grains; 916 Fineness. Value:

S2.20.0064 U. S. gold.

4. 20 Piasters Piece, or “ Jirmibeshlik,” coined at Constanti-

nople in 1807. Weight: 25.417 grains; 835 Fineness. A'alue:

SO.93.2745 U. S. gold.

5. 20 Piasters Piece, or “ Jirmibeshlik,” coined at Constanti-

nople in 1839. Weight: 22.271 grains; 916 Fineness. Value:

SO.89.2191 U S. gold.

6. 10 Piasters Piece, or “Onlik,” coined at Constantinople in

1788. This gold coin is often called a Quarter Sequin or Ducat.
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Weight: 12.208 grains; 835 Fineness. Value: ^0.44.6095

U. S. gold.

7. 5 Piasters Piece, or “ Beshlik,” coined at Constantinople

in 1807. Weight: 6.203 grains; 835 Fineness. Value:

$0.22.2948 U. S. gold.

The Obverse of these gold coins bear the “Toghra” or

monogram of the reigning Sultan, an involution of the letters

of his name; but so fancifully and artistically entwined that

even most of his subjects cannot disentangle them.

The Reverse contains : “Struck at Constantinople or Cairo,”

the date of the Hegira, which commenced July 16th, 622 A. o.
;

also the year of the happy reign of the Sultan. To enable the

reader to get at the correct date of tlie Turkish era, it must be

borne in mind that their year is 11 days shorter than ours, and

that for every 33 years of theirs one year of ours must be added

to the sum total.

In 1845 a new Lira Turca (L. T.) of 100 Gersh or Piasters

made its first appearance; officially it was promulgated to be

of 22 carats fine or equal 916.6 Fineness; but the actual assay

proved it only 915 fine. Its Weight: 111 grains, and its

Value : 84.37.4 U. S. gold.

In 1846 a new 50 I’iasters piece was coined for the first time.

Its Weight: 55.5 grains; 915 Fineness. Value: §2.18.7 U.

S. gold.

The Turkish gold coins are of so variable a standard, and

the temptations so great to adulterate, that very little reliance

can be placet! on their real value. The flood of unredeemable

paper currency of all kiivds, the great financial distress, and

the excessive burdens of taxation, have driven gold out of gen-

eral circulation among the natives. The bankers and mer-

chants make their payments usually in English exchange or in

Austrian silver money.

SILVER COINS OF TURKEY.

The 20 Piasters Piece, of which we give an illustration,

was coiued in 1839 under Abdul-Medjid-Khan. Its Obverse
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bears the Toghra of the reigning Sultan
;
to the right a fanciful

scroll bearing a twig, with blossom, which is the mint-mark of

Constantinople. Exergue bears the Turkish figures 24, mean-
ing the 24th year of the happy reign of the Sultan, Legend

:

12 stars, surrounded by 12 scrolls, shape of a crescent and out-

side of it 12 rosettes.

20 PIASTERS OF CONSTANTINOPLE.

Reverse : Struck in Kostantinie, meaning Constantinople.

Exergue in Turkish numerals 1255 of the Hegira, and which

corres|K)nds with A. D. 1839. Legend : Same as on the Ob-

verse. Its Weight: 371.225 grains. Fineness: 830. Value:

$0.87.4224 U. S. gold.

In A. D. 1860-1861 a new device was adopted for the 20

Pia.sters Piece
;
the twig and blossom on the Obverse was re-

mov’ed, and the Exergue bore the Turkhsh figure 1, meaning

the first happy year of the reigning Sultan Abdul-Aziz. The
Reverse remained unchanged with the exception of the Ex-

ergue, w'hich bears the Turkish figures 1277 of the Hegira,

corresponding to our period A. I>. 1861.

The 10 Piasters Piece bears the same device.? as the 20

Piasters Piece, only in reduced proportion. Its Weight: 185-

.612 grains. Fineness: 830. Value: $0.43.7112 U. S. gold.

The 5 Piasters Piece or “ Vejas Beshlik,” same devices as the

20 and 10 Piasters pieces, only reduced in projwrtion. Weight:

92.806 grains; 830 fine. Value: $0.21.8556 U. S. gold.

The 2 Piasters Piece or “ Iklik,” same devices as the three

aforementioned silver coins and in proportion. Weight: 37.114

grains; 830 Fineness. Value: $0.09.3780 U. S. gold.
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The 1 Piaster Piece or “ Bir Gersh,” sometimes called in

Asiatic Turkey “Altmichlik,” devices same as the foregoing,

with due proportions. Weight according to legal standard :

18.557 grains; but usually varying a few grains. Fineness

professed 830; but often only 820 and 825 fine. Value quite

nominal at §0.04.393 down to §0.03.85 U. S. gold.

COPPER MONEY OF TURKEY.

The 2^ Piasters Piece, or 100 Paras j)iece, of which we give an

illustration, was coined in Constantinople and Cairo in 1187 of

the Hegira, under the reign of Mustapha III., corresponding

to A. D. 1774.

100 PARAS OF CONSTANTINOPLE.

The Obverse bears the Toghra of the Sultan Mustapha III,,

the mint-mark and imprint, Kostantinie (Constantinople).

Exergue: “1187.”

The Reverse bears four lines of inscriptions: 1. Sultan of two

lands. 2, Sultan of two seas. 3. Sultan by inheritance, and

in the left corner the Turkish numerals 20, meaning the 20th

bappy year of his reign. 4. Son of a Sultan. \ alue about 10

cents, but often worth only 9.7 cents.

The Piaster, or Gersh, or 40 Paras, was coinetl in Constan-

tinople.

The Obverse bears the Toghra, the mint-mark and imprint.

The Reverse : Inscription 40 in Turkish numerals. Legend :
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The Sultan, son of a Sultan, Servant of the Praised One; may

God continue his kingdom. Value quite nominal, varying

from 4 to 4^ cents U. S gold.

The date on the Turkish coins is always that of the Hegira,

or Mahometan Era, and is expressed with the following signs:

S S' ^ a T v'A q
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 0.

All the inscriptions on the coins read from right to left; but

the numerals run in the opposite direction.

The method of arriving at the date on the coins of Turkey

—

for most of them bear two dates, that of the Hegira and of the

Sultan’s reign— is somewhat less lucid to the casual observer.

A table giving a key to the same is hereby appended

:

Mahmud I. Anno Hegira 1143. A. D. 1730.

Othman III. ti 1168. a 1754.

Mustapha III. a 1171. a 1757.

Abd-Ul-IIamed I.
ii 1187. a 1774.

Selim III. u 1203. a 1789.

Mustapha IV. ti 1222. a 1807.

Mahmud II. it 1223. it 1808.

Abd-Ul-Medjid I.
a

1 255. it 1839.

Abd-Ul-Aziz I.
a 1277. it 1861.

Amurath V. a 1293. u 1876.

Alxl-Ul-Hamed II. a 1293. it 1876.

lins bearing the twig and blossom-mark on the Obverse of

the Ottoman coins, guarantee the real value of the money.

Coins without this mint-mark are of great irregularity in

the weight and fineness; and the latter is, in the silver coin es-

pecially, exceedingly low. This .Kxxnints also for the somewhat

large size of silver piasters, yet of so little value.

Quite in contrast with the debasement of coin is the native

honesty of the Turkish peojile. It does not seem to occur to

them that any desirable end can be attained by lying or misrep-

resentation. In trade their fiilelity to every verbal agreement

is as remarkable as it is creditable. If a Turk promises to de-
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liver a commodity on a certain day, in a given place, at a stated

price, the goods will be on hand, entirely irrespective of the

profit or loss that may accrue from the transaction. Neither

note nor l>oud will enhance his punctuality or precision.

TURKISH COINS.

UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA.
In the year 1819 New Grenada, Venezuela, and Quito were

united into an independent government under the name of the

United States of Colombia. This union was dissolved in 1829

by the withdrawal of Venezuela, and in 1830 Ecuador, for-

merly Quito, also withdrew. In 1831 the Republic of New'

Grenada w'as organized, but continued to coin money with the

name of Colombia up to 1836. There were two mints in oper-

ation, one at Bogota and the other at Popayan : the name in

full being usually given on the coins, although Bogota is some-

times abbreviated to B^. In 1860 a revolution broke out which

resulte<l in the adoption of a constitution, in 1863, by wdiich

the several States were united under the name of the United

States of Colombia. These States are: Antioquia, Bolivar,

Boyaca, Cauca, Cundinamarca, Magdalena, Panama, Santander,

and Tolima.

The system of money is the same as that of Spain : the gold

being the Doubloon and its fractions, the silver the Real and its

multiples, and the nickel the multiple of the Centavo. Much
of the early money, from the mint of Popayan especially, is

below the Bogota standard.



1056 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

GOLD COINS OF COLOMBIA AND NE^Y
gri:nada.

1.

Doubloon, 1823-36. A female bust of Liberty; the hair

confined by a band on which is inscribed “libertad,” Legend :

“republica de coeombia,” and the date in the Exergue.

DOUBLOON OF C'OLOMBIA {Popaijan vitnt).

Reverec : A fasces in pale, crossed by a bow and arrows, sal-

tiere, between two cornucopias. Above, the name of the mint.

Below: “8 E (ncudofi) u. r’’ (initials of the mint officer).

AVeight: 416.5 grains. Fineness: 870. Value: about

$15.50, but varying in different years.

2.

The Half Doubloon, Quarter, Eighth, and Sixteenth of

a Doubloon are similar, only varjdng in size and each having

the abbreviated value in Escudos.

ESCUDO OF POPAYAN.

3.

Doubloon of 1837. A female bust enveloped in a Ro-

man mantle; the hair confined by a band inscribed “ libertad.”

Legend :
“ republica de i.a nueva oranada,” and the date.

Reverse: A pointed shield bearing the arms. AI)ove is a

condor and a scroll inscribed “ libertad l orden.” I^'gend :
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DOUBLOON OF BOGOTA, 1837.

DiEZ I 8EIS PESOS. BOGOTA. R. s.” Weight: 416.5 grains.

Fineness: 870. Value: $15.58.

4. Doubloon of 1849 and later. A head of Liberty looking

left, with the band inscribed “i-ibertad.” Ijegend: “repub-

LICA DE LA NUEVA GRANADA,” and the date.

DOUBLOON OF NEW GRANADA, 1849.

Reverse: The arras upon a pointed shield, suspended ujjon

four standards. Upon the top of the shield is perehed a Condor.

Beneath the Condor is a scroll inscribed “ libertad L orden.”

Legend : BOGOTA peso 25,8064 G. (rammes) lei 0.900.”

Weight: 398.2 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: $15.31.

SILVER COINS OF COLOMBIA AND NEW
GRANADA.

1. Peso of 1819. Bust of an Indian chief, surmounted by a

double crown of feathers. “ libertad Americana.” Below

:

1819. Reverse : A pomegranate, “8 R ” in the 6eld, one either

6
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side of it, and “nueva granada.” Weight: 362.9 grains.

Fineness: 750. Value: $0.74.

2.

Peso of Cundinamarca. Obverse : Same as No. 1, except-

ing the Legend, which is “ republica de Colombia,” and the

date, which is 1821.

PESO OF CUXOINAMARCA.

Reverse: Tdke the reverse of No. 1, excepting that the I^e-

gcnd reads: “ cuxdi.vamarca,” a mint-mark of B^. Weiglit,

Value, and Fineiiess the .«ame as No. 1.

3.

Real of Cundinamarca. The designs are exactly the same

on this piece as the preceding, only the denomination “ 1

R (eal)” is substituted for “8 R.”

REAL OF CUNDINAMARCA.

4.

Eight Reals of 1827. A fasces in pale, crossed by a how

and arrows, s(///jcrc, between cornucopias. Legend; “repub-

lica DE coi/)MBiA,” the date below.

Reverse: “ u* coi.ombiano ocno reales r. s.” in four

straight lines, inclosed with a wreath. Above, the word

“libertad,” ap|)ears on a scroll. Weight, Value, and Fine-

ness the same as No. 1.
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EIGHT REALS OF COlA>MBIA.

5. Eight Reals of 1837. A pointed shield hearing the arms.

Legeml :
“ refublica de la nueva graxada,” with the

date below.

EIGHT REALS OF NEW GRANaua.

Rev'erse: “8 reales” in two straight lines, surrounded with

a wreath. I^egend :
‘‘ Bogota ” ab(»ve and “ R. s.” below.

Weight, Value, and Fineness the same as No. 1.

EIGHT RE^^xjA Or i o3^.
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6. Eight Reals of 1839. A cornucopia, above which is a

condor holding in his beak a scroll inscribed, “ libertad

L ORDEN.’' Legend: “ REPUBLICA DE la, NUEVA GRAN-

ADA.” Exergue: “1839.”

Reverse: “lei OCHO dineros,” inscril>ed in a wreath of

laurel. Around the edge, “ vale ocHO reales,” “ Bogota.”

Weight, Value, and Fineness the same as No. 1.

7. Ten Reals of New Granada. A shield suspended upon

four standards and surmounted by a condor with expanded

wings. “ REPUBLICA DE LA NUEVA GRANADA,” and the date.

TEN REALS OF NEW GRANADA.

Reverse: “ diez reales” in two straight lines, surronndetl

with wreaths of laurel. Ijegend : “Bogota.” Exergue: “lei

0900.” Weight: 398.2 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: 88

cents.

8.

Two reals of New Granada. A shield, bearing the arras,

between branches of laurel cro.sscd. feegend :
“ republica de

l.A NUEVA GRANADA,” and the date.

TWO REAI.S OF NEW GRANADA.

Reverse: “dos reales” in two straight lines, inclosed in a
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heavy wreath of laurel, intwined in a scroll or ribbon. Above

is inscribed “ Bogota,” and beneath “ ley 0,900.”

NICKEL COINS OF UNITED STATES OF
COLOMBIA.

1. Two and a Half Centavos. “ c” inscribed in a circle.

Legend :
“ DOS Y medio centavos.” Below is the date, 1881.

Reverse : A liberty cap in a circle. Legend :
“ estados unidos

DE COLOMBIA.” Below the cap is an arch of nine stars. Com-
pasition three parts copper and one part nickel. Weight; 17

grain.s. Value; 2J cents.

2. One Centavo and a Quarter, “c 1 J
” inscribeil in a circle.

“ UN centaVO I CUAETO,” 1874. Reverse; Exactly like the

two and a half Centavos. Weight; 23 grains (IJ grammes).

Composition same as the last. Value; 1|^ cent.

The anomaly is here shown of two coins of the same alloy,

issued by a government and given such a fictitious value as to

make the lighter piece have a purchasing capacity ofjust double

that of the heavier.

URUGUAY.
By a treaty made between Brazil and Buenos Ayres in 1825,

the territory liordering upon the Rio de la Plata and Uruguay
rivers, and lying at the southernmost extremity of the Brazil-

ian empire, was erected into an independent Republic, with its

capital the seaport city of Montevideo.

SILVER COINS OF URUGUAY.

1. Dollar of Montevideo, 1844. Arms of the Republic in-

closed between two branches of oak, crossed. Legend ;
“ RE-

PUBLiCA ORIENTAL DEL URUGUAY.” Date, 1844. Reverse;

“UN PESO FUERTe” in two straight lines, surrounded by stars,

and this by the Legend; “smo DE montev'IDEO.” Below;
“ lOJ D?

”
’

2. Peso of Uruguay, 1877. “ 1 peso” inclosed in a wreath.
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Legend: “ libre y coxstituida.” Date, 1877. Reverse:

Arms of Uruguay. Legend :
“ republica oriextal del URU-

GUAY." Weight: 380 grains. Fineness: 900. Value: §0.87.

COPPER COINS OF URUGUAY.
1. Forty Centesimos of 1857. The number 40 on a circular

sliield, with “ CENTESiMOs" on a scroll resting on its upper

lx)rder. The whole inclosed between two branches of maize,

cros-sed. Weight: 536 grains. Value: four cents.

2. Twenty Centesimas of 1857. Exactly like the last, re-

duced in size, and with the substitution of 20 for 40. Weight

:

'268 grains. Value: two cents.

3. Five Centesimos of 1857. Exactly like the first, reduct'd

in size, and with the substitution of 5 for 40. Weight: 67

grains. Value: half cent.

4. Four Centesimos of 1869. Exactly like the first, except-

ing in size, and the substitution of 4 for 40. Weight : 308

grains. Value : four cents.

6. Two Centesimos of 1869. Exactly like the first, except-

ing in size and the substitution of 2 for 40. Weight: 154

grains. Value : two cents.

6. One Centesimo of 1869. Exactly like the first, excepting

in size, and the substitution of “1 centesimo” for “40 cen-

tesimos.” Weight: 77 grains. Value: one cent.

VENEZUELA.
The island of Marguerite, on the coast of Venezuela, was

discovered by Columbus in 1498. The next year Ojeda and

Vespucci entered Luke Maracaybo, where they found an Indian

village constructed on piles over the water, anil called it Venez-

uela—Little Venice. This name was eventually applied to the

whole country.

BILLON COINS OF VENEZUELA.

1. Five Rials. Head of Liberty with a band inscribed
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“ LIBERTAD.” Date below, 1858. Reverse : the arms of Ven-

ezuela with the Legend :
“ republica de Venezuela.”

Below: “5 R*i:® 11.50 G*” [Grammes). Weight: 177.491

grains, Troy. Fineness: 750. Value: §0.37.518.

2. Two Rials. Obverse: Similar to the five Rials. Re-

verse: Similar to the five Rials, substituting below: “2 r’^

4.60 Gf ” Weight: 70.988 grains, Troy. Fineness: 750.

Value: §0.14.955.

3. One Rial. Obverse: Similar to the five Rials. Reverse:

Similar to tlie five Rials, sul)stituting below :
“ 1 r!^' 2.30 G?

”

Weight: 34.494 grains, Troy. Fineness: 750. Value:

§0.07.349.

4. Half Rial. Obverse : Similar to the five Rials. Reverse:

Similar to the five Reals, substituting below : “ ^ Rif" 1.15 gV’
Weight: 17.746 grains, Troy. Fineness: 750. Value:

§0.03.549.

COPPER COINS OF VENEZUELA.
1. Centavo. Head of Liberty with a cap and fillet inscribed

“ LIBERTAD.” Legend :
“ republica de VENEZUELA.” Re-

verse : “1 CENTAVO 1843” in three .straight lines, the whole

surrounded with a laurel wreath. Weight: 190 grains, Troy.

Value : one cent.

2. Half-Centavo. Precisely similar to the Centavo, except-

ing that “ J
” takes the place of the “ 1.” Weight : 95 grains;

Value : a half cent.

3. Quarter Centavo. Preci.sely similar to the Centavo, ex-

cepting that “ takes the place of the “1.” Weight: 47|

grains. Value : one-fourth of a cent.

Several years after the issue of the foregoing, the Centavo

was reduced in weight to 166 grains, and its fractions were dis-

continued. In 1876 the copper Centavo was superseded by

the

NICKEL COINS OF VENEZUELA.
1. Two and a half Centavos. The arms of Venezuela with

the Legend :
“ estados unidos de Venezuela.” The date,

1876, below.
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TWO AND ONE-HADF CENTAVOS OF VENEZUELA.

Reverse: “DOS Y medio centavos” in three lines, sur-

rounded with a wreath of laurel. Composition : nickel, 20

parts; copper, 65; zinc, 15. Weight: 76 grains, Troy.

Value: 2J cents.

2. One Centavo. Obverse : Similar to the two and a half

(Jentavos.

UN centavo of VENEZUELA.

Reverse: “UN centavo” in two lines, surrounded with a

wreath of laurel. Composition : Same as the two and a half

Centavos. Weight: 76 grains, Troy. Value: one cent.

1. Silver Half Peso of Venezuela, 1873. Bust of Simon

Bolivar : Ix'gend :
“ bolivar libertador.”

HALF PF.SO OF VENEZUELA.

Reverse: Arms of Venezuela. Legend: “ f-STADOS UNTD06

DE VENEZUELA.” Below: ‘‘G{rammes) 12,500, 1873. lei 835.”

.,W<‘i?ht: 1*^7 grains, Troy. Fineness: 835. Value: S0.46.



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

HISTORY OF THE MINTS.

On the 28th day of January, 1791, a resolution was offered

in the House of Representatives in Philadelphia assembled, for

the establishment of a United States Mint, which was finally

passed on the 3d day of March, 1791. It read as follows

:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

AT THE THIRD SESSION.

Begun and held at the City of Philadelphia, on Monday the sixth day of

December, one thousand seven hun' red and ninety.

RESOLVED by Ike Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America tn Congress assembled, That a mint shall be established under

such regulations as shall be directed by law.

Resolved, Th.it the President of the United States be, and he is hereby au-

thorized to cause to be engaged, such principal artusts as .shall be necessary to

carry the preceding resolution into effect, and to stipulate the terms and con-

ditions of their service, and also to cause to be produced such apparatus as

shall be requisite for the same purpose.

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG,
Speaker of the HouSe of Representatives.

JOHN ADAMS,
Vice- President of the United States and President of the Senate.

Approved March the third, 1791.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President of the United States.

Deposited among the Rolls in the Office of the Secretary of State.

TH : JEFFERSON, Secretary of State.

A lot of ground w'as purchased on Seventh street opposite

Filbert street, between Market and Arch streets, in Philadel-

phia, Pa., occupied at that time by an old still-house and a

(1065)
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frame tenement building.* Washington appointetl, on tlie first

day of July, 1791, David Rittenhouse to be the Director of the

Mint. A code of laws for the government of the Mint was

enacted on the 2d of April, 1792. The foundation of the first

Mint of the United States was laid on Thursday, the 31st day

of July, 1792, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, by David Ritten-

house.

As soon as the ceremony of laying the corner-stone was ac-

FIRST MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. ERECTED 1792.

complished, the work upon the foundation commenced. The

foundation was completed, ready for the superstructure, on Sat-

urday, the 25th day of August, 1792, and the framework was

raised in the afternoon of that day.

The coin-presses, three in number, were imj)orted from abroad

This Mint is still standing.
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and arrived at the naint ou Friday, the 21st day of September,

1792, were put in operation the 9th day of October following,

and first used for striking the pattern half-dimes of 1792.

The first purchase of copper by the United States govern-

ment was made on Tuesday, the 11th day of September, 1792,

and comprised six pounds of old copper.

The first deposit of silver bullion for coinage took place on

the 18th day of July, 1794. The deposit was made by the

Bunk of Maryland, and consisted of coins of France amount-

ing to §80,715.73.

The first return of silver coins from the chief coiner to the

treasurer was made on the 15th day of October, 1794, and

comprised §1,758.

The first deposit of gold bullion for coinage at the United

States Mint took place on the 12th day of February, 1795.

The deposit was made by Moses Brown, merchant of Boston,

Mass., and consisted of gold ingots amounting to §2,276.22.

The first return of gold coins from the chief coiner was on

the 31st day of July, 1795, and consisted of 744 half-eagles.

The first delivery of Eagles was on the 22d day of Septem-

ber, 1795, and consisted of 400 pieces.

As the population and trade of the Colonies had increasetl,

foreign gold and silver had been iutrorluced and had become a

part of the circulating medium. These were chiefly the Guinea,

the Joe and its half, the Doubhwn and Pistole, in gold
;
the

Mexican Dollar and its parts, the Pistareen and its parts, and

the British Shilling and Six-pence in silver. French Crowns

were not known until the Revolution, when they became com-

mon. But of the specie currency no piece was so well known

as the Spanish Dollar, which, as already noted, became, by the

act of Congre.ss in 1785, the etfective standard or unit of our

moneys.

The Pound of the Colonies was at first the same as the

Pound Sterling of England, being simply a money of account.
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THE MINT IN PHILADELPHIA, PA.

On the 19th day of May, 1828, Congress approved an act

locating the LTnited States Mint at its present site on Chestnut

street in the city of Philadelphia, and in 1829-1 830 the pro-

visions of the law were carrie<l into effect.

This Mint commenced operations in 1838, and at the present

day, with its improved machinery and appendages, is as com-

plete and efficient as can be desired. A valuable collection

of over 8,000 coins of the different nations is also kept there on
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exhibition. The coins minted in Philadelphia bear no Mint-

mark. This Mint commenced operation in 1832. The building

was made fire-proof, 1853-1856.

THE MINT IN CHARLOTTE, N. C.

By Act of Congress, March 3d, 1835, a Mint was ordered to

be erected at Charlotte, in Mecklenburg county, N. C., for the

coinage of gold only.

BRANCH MINT IN CHARLOTTE, N. C. ERECTED, 1836-1837.

The Mint-mark of the Charlotte Mint is the letter “ C,”

which apjx;ars on all the coins minted there. Since 1862 no

coinage has been done there, and by Act of Congress in 1873, it

was transformed from a regular Mint to an assay office. This

Mint was built in 1836—1837, and commenced operation in

1838; burned down in 1844, was re-built in 1845-1846.
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THE MINT IN DAIILONEGA, GA.

Congress, in 1835, also provided for a Branch Mint in Dah-

lonega, in Lumpkin county, Ga., and for the coinage of gold

only. The pro<luctions of the Georgia gold mines made this

a necessity, and Congrc.ss relieved this much felt want by en-

acting a law providing this Branch Mint.

The discovery of gold in California, and the events of war
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in 1862 in Georgia, induced the United States Government to

close this Mint.

On all coinages of the Dahlonega Mint the initial “D” ap-

pears as a Mint-mark, on the Obverse of the coin. The first

coinage of gold at this Mint was made in 1838.

THE MINT IN NEW ORLEANS, LA.

On the 3d of March, 1835, a supplementary Act was passed

BRANCH MINT IN NEW ORLEANS, LA. ERECTED, 1836-1837.

and approved for the establishment of a Branch Mint in New
Orleans, La. This Mint commenced operation in 1838.

This Mint is also furnished with the latest improvements for

the coinage of gold and silver. The initial of the New Orleans

Mint, “O,” is on all of this Mint’s coinages.

The Carson City Mint is provided with the latest improve-
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merits for the mintage of money. On all tlie coinages of this

Mint the initials “C. C.” appear as a Mint-mark.

On the 4th day of July, 1864, a bill was passed and approved

for the establishment of a Mint at Dalles City, in Oregon, for

the coinage of gold and silver money.

On the 2d day of April, 1862, Congress ordered an assay

office at Denver, Colorado. A building was purcha.se«l in 1863,

and o|)eration3 commenced in 1864. This establishment was

styloil a Mint, in the Coinage Act of 1873.

This Mint is in operation at the present time.



U. S. OF AMERICA. 1073

THE MINT IN SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

In July, 1852, an Act was passed and approved for the
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establishment of a Branch Mint in San Francisco, Cal., for the

coinage of gold and silver money.
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Having boon established since the discovery of gold in Cali-

fornia, and the vast production of precious metals on the Pacific

slope, the Mint at San Francisco, which commenced operation

in 1854, has, since the legalized suspension of sjx?cie payments

in 1861, and up to the full resumption of the same irr 1878,

coined much the greater part of all the vast sums of gold and

silver money minted in the United States, which never ceased

to circulate in the far West, and along the shore of the Pacific

Ocean. This Mint provided about twenty-nine millions of

Trade Dollars for export to China and Japan, and in 1875 was

doing al)out four-fifths of all the coinage of the Unite<l States.

On all coinages of the San Francisco Mint, the initial “S”
appears as a Mint-mark, generally on the Obverse, but some-

times on the Reverse of the coins.

GOLD COINAGE OF THE UNITED STATES.

In 1849 the first Double Eagle coinage of the United States

was struck
;

tliis single piece was placed in the Cabinet of the

Mint at Philadelphia.

The first issue to the public took place in 1850.

Obverse: Bust of liberty; hair looped up in a roll behind;

stray curls hang loosely upon the neck; ujkui the forehead a

tiara, with “libeuty” inscribe<l
;
around the e<lge thirteen

stars. Exergue: “1849.” Reverse: A very small eagle, its

body hidden by the United States sliield; from the eagle’s beak

depends an ornamented scroll, ujx>n which is inscribed “ E

Pl.imiBUS UNUM;”. in left talon three arrows, in right an olive

branch
;
above, a circle of thirteen stars, crosse<l by diverging

rays of the sun. I^egend : “united states of America.”

Exergue: “twenty d.” Weight: 516 grains. Fineness:

900.

The Double Eagles have been coined in great numbers, year

after year, the .successive dates apj)earing in the Exergue on

tlie Obverse. In 1866 a change was made on the Reverse, tlie

oval of .‘itars was changed in form, and the motto: “in god

WE TRUST,” inscrilied within it. In 1877 the I.<egend

:



U. S. OF AMERICA. 1075

“twenty d.,” in the Exergue on the Reverse, was changed to

“ TWENTY DOLLARS.” No Other changes have been made.

DOUBLE EAGLE OF TWENTY DOLLAKS.

The Double Eagle of Twenty Dollars, gold, is equal in

value to

;

20 Patakas of Abyssinia.

30 Kwans of Annam.

24 Piasters of Arabia.

20 Pesos Fuertes of the Argentine Republic. .

44 Florins, 15 Kreutzers of Austria.

103 Francs, 62^ Centimes of Belgium.

20 Pesos, 7 Reals of Bolivia.

36 Milreis, 697 Reis of Brazil.

21 Pesos, 93 Centavos of Bogota.

20 Dollars of Canada and British possessions of North America.

2 Gold Condors, 1 Peso, 93 Centavos of Chili.

12 Taels, 4 Mace, 2 Candareens, 3 Cash and 6 Haos of China.

21 Pesos, 80 Centavos of Costa Rica.

21 Pesos, 62 Centavos of Cuba and Porto Rico.

36 Rigsdalers, 6 Marks, 4 Skillings or 74 Kroner, 64 Ores,

of Denmark.

21 Pesos, 80 Centavos of Ecuador.

400 Piasters of Egypt.

103 Francs, 62| Centimes of France and French possessions in

Africa.

4 Pounds, 2 Shillings, 3 Pence Sterling of Great Britain and

Australia.
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103 Drachmas, 62J Leptas of Greece.

84 Marks of tlte German Empire.

21 Pezos, 80 Oeutabos of Guatemala.

21 Dollars, gold of llayti.

21 Pezos, 80 Centavos of Honduras.

45 Rupees, 15 Annas of India.

103 Lires, 62J Centissimi of Italy.

20 Yens, 6 Sens of Japan.

20 Dollars, gold of Liberia.

50 Scudis of Malta.

20 Dollars, 4 Centavos of !Mexieo.

103 Lei, 62^ Ban Paras of Moldavia, Roumania and Wallachia.

50 Guilders of the Netherlands.

20 Pesos of Paraguay.

18 Milreis, 350 Reis of Portugal.

27 Roubles, 25 Kopecks Silver of Russia.

8 Tomauns, 47 Abassis of Persia.

21 Sols, 80 Centavos of Peru.

251 Piasters, 75 Paras of Servia.

32J Silver Ticals of Siam.

103 Pesetas, 62^ Centimes of Spain.

74 Ricksdaler Ricksmynt, 64 Ores of Sweden and Norway.

103 Francs, 62| Happens of Switzerland.

200 Gurush of Tripoli.

169 Pia.sters, 6 Kharoubs of Tunis.

7 Tillas, 8 Tengas of Turkestan.

465 Piasters, 10 Aspers of Turkey.

2 Gold Condors, 1 Peso, 80 Centavos of U. S. of Colombia.

21 Patacons of Uruguay.

25 Pesos, 74 Centajos of Venezuela.

20 Janurio Dollars of Zanzibar.

In June, 1795, the first coinage of Eagles or Ten Dollar gold

pieces occurred
;
they were of 916§ fineness and 270 grains in

weight. Value: $10.50.

Obverse: The Gwldess of Liberty, facing to the right, wear-

ing a rather high liberty cap, hair flowing loosely
;
around the
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edge, fifteen six-pointed stars
;

five on the right, and ten on the
left of the Goddess of Liberty

;
Legend :

“ liberty.” Ex-
ergue: “ 1795.”

EAGLE OF 'I EX DOLLARS.

Reverse: Eagle, with expanded wings, holding in its beak a
laurel wreath and grasping a palm branch with both talons;
Legend : “united states of America.”

In 1796 the Eagles had sixteen stars uj)on the Obverse, eight
upon each side of the Gwldess of Liberty. It was the original

intention to add an additional star for every new State; but it

wsis concluded to abandon the practice for fear that the stars

would become too numerous. Fineness: 916|. Weight: 270
grains. Value: $10.50.

In 1797 a change was made.

EAGLE OF TEX DOLLARS.

The Obverse remained the same as that of 1796; but upon
the Reverse the following change was made: Eagle, raised
wings, upon its breast the United States shield, holding in its
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beak a scroll with “e pluribus unum ” inscribed upon it,

grasping in its right talon a bundle of arrows; in the left an

olive branch
;
above the eagle thirteen stars and clouds. Le-

gCMid: “united states of AMERICA.” Fineness: 9 I 65 .

Weight : 270 grains.

From 1798 to 1804, inclusive, the stars on the Obverse were

reduced to thirteen. Fineness: 916 j. Weight: 270 grains.

Value: §10.50.

From 1805 to 1837, inclusive, no eagles were issued.

June 28th, 1834, an act of Congress was piissed, by which

the fineness of United States standard gold was reduced from

916^ to 899.225, and the weight of the eagle from 270 to 258

grains. This was done to favor coinage of gold and prevent its

exportation and destruction : United States gold coin, always

at a premium on account of its extra fineness, liad been im-

mediately exported to Europe and smelted.

EAGI.E OF TEN DOLLARS.

The Half Ragles and Quarter Eagles coined under the act of

1834 were called “ Benton’s Mint Dro]»,” after Senator Benton,

of Missouri, the chief advcxate of the new measure.

January 18th, 1837, another act of Congress changed the

standard of the gold and silver coins of the United States to

900, the fineness established by several nations of Euroj)e.

Upon this change of standard an alteration took place in the

device of the eagles, and the first eagles of the new standard

and weight were issued on the 26th day of December, 1838,

having on the Obverse, Liberty facing left, having her hair tied
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in a loose knot, a tiara with “libeuty” inscribed upon it:

thirteen stars around the field and 1838 in Exergue. Reverse :

An eagle with a United States shield upon its breast and up-

lifted wings, left talon three arrows, right, olive branch. Le-

EAGI.E OF TEN DOLLARS.

gend : “united states of America.” Exergue: “ten d.”

Weight: 258 grains. Fineness: 900. Scarce.

No alteration occurre<l until 1866, when upon the Reverse,

over the head of eagle, the motto “ in god we trust ” was

addeil in a scroll; no other change was made. Weight: 258

grains. Fineness: 900.

EAGLE OF TEN DOLLARS.

The Eagle of Ten Dollars is equal in value to;

22 Florins, 1\ Krentzers of Austria.

51 Francs, 81 J Centimes of Belgium.

18 Mil Reis, 348^ Reis of Brazil.

51 Francs, 81 J Centimes of France.

42 Marks of the German Empire.

2 1 Shilling,
1 J Pence of Great Britain.

25 Guilders, 19 Stivers, 2| Cents of Holland.

51 Lires, 81|^ Centissimi of Italy.
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9 Mil Reis, 175 Reis of Portugal.

13 Roubles, 62^ Kopecks, Silver of Russia.

51 Pesetas, 81^ Centimes of Spain.

37 Crowns, 32 Ores of Sweden and Norway.

51 Francs, 81 J Happens of Switzerland.

The first return of gold coins from the United States Mint

was on the 31st day of July, 1795, and consisted of 744 Half

Eagles, of the value* of Five Dollars each. Obverse: A female

bust, emblemaitic of Liberty, facing to the right, wearing a

rather high liberty-cap, hair flying loosely about it.

Above is inscribed the word “i.iberty;” beneath, “1795.”

To the left of the effigy, ten stars, and to the right, five, fifteen

in all.

HALF EAGLE OF FIVE DOl.LARS.

Reverse: An eagle, with expanded wings, holding a laurel

wreath in its beak, and grasping a j>alm branch with both talons.

Ijcgend; “united states of America.” AVeight: 135

grains. Fineness: 916§. Value: ^5.25.

No change was made in the coinage until 1797. Obverse

remained the same.

HALF EAGI.E of FIVE DOI-LAR8.

The Reverse was changed to an eagle with raised wings,

bolding in its beak a scroll, inscribed “e plurirus unum,”
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and grasping in the right talon a bundle of arrows, and in the
left an olive branch. Upon its breast is the United States

shield. Above the eagle are clouds and thirteen stars. Le-
gend :

“ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” Weight ; 135 grains.

Fineness: 916§. Value: $5.26.

No further changes were made until the first issue of the new
type, which took place on the 30th of September, 1807. Ob-
verse: A bust of Liberty, facing to the left, wearing a liberty-

cap, upon the band of which is inscribed “liberty.” Exergue:
“ 1807.” To the left of effigy are seven stars, to the right, six,

thirteen in all.

HALF eagle of FIVE DOLLARS.

Reverse: An eagle, with its wings expanded, the United
States shield upon its breast. In the left talon three arrows, in

the right an olive branch. Above the eagle is displayed a scroll,

inscribed “e pluribus unum.” Legend: “united states
OF AMERICA.” Exergue :

“ 5 D.” The value of United States
gold coins was stamped upon them for the first time in 1807.
Weight: 135 grains. Fineness: 916§. Value: $5.25.

In 1813, the Obverse was changed to a head of Liberty, with
thirteen stars arranged in an arch above it and around the edge
>of the coin. Exergue: “1813.”

HALF EAGLE OF FIVE DOLLARS.
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Reverse: Unchanged. Weight: 135 grains. Fineness:

916§. Value: §5.25.

In 1814 and 1815 (only five or six known of 1815), same

devices and legends.

In 1816 and 1817, there was no gold coinage.

In 1818, the old devices and legends were resumed, and con-

tinued until 1833, inclusive. Weight: 135 grains. Fineness:

916 J. Value: §5.25.

Upon the change of standard in 1834, another alteration

took place in the type of the gold coinage. Up to June, 1834,

they continued the same as before, but the change of standard

having taken place in that month, the type was changed, in order

to distinguish the new standard from the old, merely by sight.

The Obverse similar to the old coin, except that the liberty-

cap is removed from the head of the Goddess of Lil>erty, and

instead, the hair is confined by a band inscribed with the word

“liberty.”

HALF EAGLE OF FIVE DOLLARS.

Rcv’crse : Same as the old coin, except the .scroll bearing the

motto “e pluribus unum,” is omitted. Weight retluced from

135 grains to 129 grains, and the Fineness from 916§ to 899-

.225 fine. Value: §5.00.

By Act of Congres.s, January 18lh, 1837, the fineness of

United States coin was raised to 900. Near the end of the

year 1838, a change of device was made, but none of these

pieces were issued until 1839. Obverse: A bust of Iviberty,

the shoulders undraped. The hair in a roll behind, entwined

floating ribbons. Two curls hang loose upon the neck. Upon
the brow a tiara, with “liberty” inscril>ed upon it. Around

the edge thirteen stars. Exergue : Date of issue.
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Reverse: Same as since 1807, except that “5 d” in the Ex-
ergue was changed to “ five d.” Weight: 129 grains. Fine-

nes.s: 900.

HALF EAGLE OF FIVE DOLLARS.

From 1839 down to 1866 no alteration was made.

In 1866, upon the Reverse, over the head of the eagle, the

motto, ‘‘in god we trust,” was added. No other change was

made. Weight: 129 grains. Fineness: 900.

HALF EAGLE OF FIVE DOLLARS.

The Half Eagle of Five Dollars is equal in value to:

11 Florins, 3| Kreutzers of Austria.

25 Francs, 90| Centimes of Belgium.

9 Mil Reis, 174|^ Reis of Brazil.

25 Francs, 90§ Centimes of France.

21 Marks of the German p]mpire.

1 £, 6f Pence of Great Britain.

12 Guilders, 19 Stivers, 3| Cents of Holland.

25 Lires, 90| Centissimi of Italy.

4 Mil Reis, 587^ Reis of Portugal.

6 Roubles, 81^ Kopecks of Russia.

25 Pesetas, 90| Centimes of Spain.

18 Crowns, 66 1 Ores of Sweden, Norway, and Denmark.
25 Francs, 90g Rappens of Switzerland.
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The first issue of Quarter Eagles was made on tlie 21st of

September, 1796. The amount, however, was very small,

being only sixty-six pieces. Obverse: A bust emblematic of

Liberty, facing to the right, wearing a rather high liberty-cap,

with “ LIBEUTY ” inscribetl above it. Exergue: “1796.”

Some of the Quarter Eagles of 1796 bore sixteen stars on the

Obverse, while others had a clear field, the stars being omitted

from that side of the piece.

QUARTER EAGLE OF TWO DOLLARS AND A HALF.

Reverse: An eagle, with raised w’ings, holding in its beak

a scroll, inscribed “ E pluribus UNUM,” and grasping in the

right talon a bundle of arrows, and in the left an olive branch.

Upon its breast is the United States shield. Alwve the eagle

are clouds, and thirteen stars. Legend :
“ united states of

AMERICA.” Weight: 67.500 grains. Fineness : 916§. Value:

§2.62.

In 1796 some of the Quarter Eagles bore on the Obverse

sixteen stars, while others had a clear field, the stars being

omitted.

In 1797, 1798 and 1799 no change was made either in device,

fineness, weight or value.

In 1800 and in 1801 no more Quarter Eagles were c*oined.

In 1802, 1803, 1804, 1805, 1806 and 1807, Quarter Eagles

appeared with the devices and legends of 1796. Weight:

67.500 grain-s. Fineness: 916§. Value: §2.62.

In 1808 a change was made. Obverse: A bust emblematic

of Liberty, facing to the left, wearing a liberty-cap, upon the

band of which is inscribed “ i.iberty.” Exergue: “ 1808.”

To the left of effigy are seven stars, to the right six, thirteen in

all.
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QUARTEU EAGLE OF TWO DOLLARS AND A HALF.

Reverse: An eagle with its wings expanded, the United

States shield upon its breast. In the left talon three arrows,

in the right an olive branch. Above the eagle a scroll,

inscribed “ E pluribus unum.” Legend: “united states
OF AMERICA.” Exergue : “2J D.” Weight: 67.500 grains.

Fineness: 916§. Value: §2.62.

In 1809 and to 1821 no Quarter Eagles were coined.

In 1821 the Obverse was slightly changed, the head of Lib-

erty appearing more reiluced in size, and the thirteen stai-s

arranged in a circle around the edge.

In 1821 the Obverse was changed to a head of Liberty,

with thirteen stars arranged in an arch above it and around the

edge of the coin. Exergue: “ 1821.”

QUARTER EAGLE OF TWO DOLLARS AND A HALF.

Reverse remained unchanged. Weight: 67.500 grains.

Fineness: 916|. Value: §2.62.

In 1822,' 1823 and 1828 no Quarter Eagles were coined.

In 1829 the Quarter Eagles reappeared and continued with-

out change till 1833, inclusive. Weight : 67.500 grains. Fine-

ness: 916|. Value: §2.62.

In 1834 the fineness was changed from 916f to 899.225,

and the weight reduced from 67.500 grains to 64.500 grains.

In 1834 the liberty-cap was removed from the Goddess of
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Liberty, the l>air being confined by a band, upon which is

inscribed “ liberty.”

QUARTER EAGLE OF TWO DOLLARS AND A HALF.

Reverse: Same as the old coin, with the exception that the

scroll bearing the motto “e pluribus unum ” is omitted.

Weight: 64.500 grains. Fineness: 899.225.-

In 1839 the Quarter Eagle reappeared, device of 1834.

Fineness changed. Act of January 18th, 1837, to 900.

In 1840 a change was made. Obverse: A bust emblematic

of Liberty; the shoulders undraped. The hair is loopetl in a

roll behind, and entwined with beads; a couple of stray curls

liang loosely upon the neck. Upon the front of the head a

tiara, with “ liberty ” inseribeil upon the same. Around the

edge thirteen stars. Exergue: Date of the year of issue.

QUARTER EAGLE OF TWO DOLLARS AND A HALF.

Reverse remained unchanged. Weight : 64.500 grains.

Fineness : 900.

QUARTER EAGLE OP TW’O DOLLARS AND A HALF.

Tlie Quarter Eagle of Two Dollars and a Ualf is equal to

:

5 Florins, 51^ Kreutzers of Austria.
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12 Francs, 95/^ Centimes of Belgium.

4 Mil Reis, 857 Reis of Brazil.

12 Francs, 95j*s Centimes of France.

10 Marks, 50 Pfennige of the German Empire.

10 Shillings, 3| Pence of Great Britain.

6 Guilders, 9 Stivers, 4| Cents of Holland.

12 Lires, 95,% Centi&simi of Italy.

2 Mil Reis, 193J Reis of Portugal.

3 Roubles, 40| Ko[)ecks, Silver of Russia.

12 Pesetas, 95 ,®6 Centimes of Spain.

9 Crowns, 33^ Ores of Sweden and Norway.

12 Francs, 95,\ Happens of Switzerland.

In 1854 a new coin made its appearance; namely, the Three

Dollar Gold Piece. Obverse : A graceful Indian head, a

feathered crown, inscribe<l “liberty” upon the band. Le-

gend; “ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.”

THREE DOLLARS.

Reverse: “3 Dollars,” and the date of the year of issue.

The whole surrounded by a wreath of the leaves of the tobacco

plant and cereals. No change has been made since. Weight;

77.400 grains. Fineness : 900.

The Three Dollar Gold Piece is equal in value to:

6 Florins, 62^ Kreutzers of Austria.

15 Francs, 54,V(s Centimes of Belgium.

5 Mil Reis, 504,Vo l^eis of Brazil.

15 Francs, 504,Vo Centimes of France.

12 Marks, 61 Pfennige of the German Empire.

12 Shillings, 4 Pence of Great Britain.

7 Guilders, 10 Stivers of Holland.

15 Francs, 54,Vo Centissimi of Italy.



1088 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA.

918 Reis of Portugal.

4 Roubles, 8| Kopecks, Silver of Russia.

15 Pesetas, 54
j^o®q

of Spain.

11 Crowns, 20 Ores of Sweden and Norway.

15 Francs, 54 iVo of Switzerland.

In 1849 the One Dollar Gold Piece was added to the coin-

age.

The Obverse : A female head emblematic of Liberty, hair

loosely tied in a knot, on the forehead a tiara, with “liberty”

inscribed upon it
;
around it, in a circle, thirteen stars.

ONE DOLLAR.

Reverse: “1 dollar,” and the date of the year of issue,

surrounded by two branches of laurel, crossed and tied. IjC-

gend : “united states of America.” Weight: 25.800

grains. Fineness: 900.

This dollar, after a few years of trial, was found too small in

diameter, and many complaints were made against it on that

account.

In 1854, therefore, an alteration was made in the size of the

dollar gold piece; larger in diameter, it is of a proportionate

decrease in thickness. The Obverse bears a beautiful Indian

female head, crowned with feathers; upon the band encircling

the head and feathers the word “ijrerty ” is inscribed. Le-

gend :
“ united .states of AMERICA.”

ONE DOLLAR.

Reverse :
“ 1 dollar,” and the date of the year of issue

;
the
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whole surrounded by a wreath of cereals. No change has since

been made.

The Dollar is equal in value to;

1 Patack of Abyssinia.

1 Kwan, 5 Mas of Annam.

1 Piaster, 16 Caveers of Arabia.

1 Peso Fiierte of the Argentine Republic.

2 Florins, 20f Kreutzers of Austria.

5 Francs, 18,'o’o Centimes of Belgium.

1 Peso, 3^ Centavos of Bolivia.

1 Mil Reis, 834,Vo Reis of Brazil.

1 Peso, 9,Vo Centavos of Bogota.

1 Dollar of Canada, and the other British Provinces of

North America.

1 Peso, 9 jVo Centavos of Chili.

6 Mace, 2 Candareens, 1 Cash, 1 Ilao, 8 Tse of China.

1 Peso, 8,Vo Centavos of Costa Rica.

1 Peso, 8,'o Centavos (gold) of Cuba an'd Porto Rico.

1 Rigsdaler, 5 Marks, 2 Shillings of Denmark.

1 Peso, 8,Vo Centavos of Equador.

20 Piasters of Egypt.

5 Francs, 18iVo Centimes of France and French Possessions

in Africa.

4 Shillings, Penny Sterling of Great Britain and Aus-

tralia.

4 Marks, 20 Pfennige of the German Empire.

6 Drachmas, 18iVo I^eptas of Greece. <•

1 Peso, 8,Vo Centavos of Guatemala. -li

1 Dollar, 5 Centimes (gold) of Hayti. i

1 Pezo, 8 jVo Centavos of Honduras. " '<>

2 Rupees, 4 Annas, 9 Pice of India.

5 Lires, 18iVo Centissimi of Italy.

1 Yen, j’o of a Sen of Japan. •

1 Dollar, gold, of Liberia. • ' *

2 Scudi, 6 Tari of Malta.

1 Dollar, 1*0 of a Centavo of Mexico.

3R
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5 lje\, I81V0 Ban Para of Moldavia, Roumania, and Wal-

lachia.

2 Guilders, 10 Stivers of the Netherlands.

1 Peso of Paraguay,

22 Abassi, 1 Shatree of Persia.

1 Sol, 8,*0*0 Centavos of Peru.

967,Vo Peis of Portugal.

1 Rouble, 36|^ Kopecks, silver, of Russia.

1 Peso, 81V0 Centavos of San Salvador.

12 Piasters, 47 J Para of Servia.

If Silver Ticals of Siam.

5 Pesetas, 18,Vo Centimes of Spain.

3 Ricksdaler Ricksmynt, 73f Ores of Sweden and Norway.

5 Francs, 18,Vo Rappens of Switzerland.

10 Gurush of Tripoli.

8 Piasters of Tunis.

7 Tengas, 33 Pool of Turkestan.

23 Piasters, 25 f Aspers of Turkey.

1 Patacon, 5,'o Centavos of Uruguay.

1 Peso, 28,^0 Centajos of Venezuela.
^

1 Janurio Dollar of Zanzibar.

The constantly changing prices at which coins are sold at

public auction and private sales, render it a work of extreme

difficulty to give the market value of each piece
;
we can, how-

ever, approximate the values sufficiently to present the buying

prices of our country’s coinage, and with this view we have

had prepared the following and other tables of prices, be-

lieving that tbe reader will fiml it a valuable guide for the

preservation of the rare and fine coins found among the mediums

of exchange that pass from hand to hand. To Bankers, Brok-

ers, Storekeejiers, and other branches of the business communi-

ties of tliis country as well as to the numismatists, the following

schedule of American pieces and prices will have a special in-

terest. (Double Eagles, Assay pieces, etc., command a small

premium.)
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Approximate Fictitious Value of the American Co-

lonial AND United States Coinages, prepared expressly

for “ Dye’s Coin Encyclopedia ” by Mason & Co., Coin

Dealers, 32 North 13th street, Philadelphia.

PRICES PAID FOR UNITED STATES GOLD
COINS.

M
H
<
a

Denom. Bemssks. Buying Price.
1
M
<
a

1795 Eagle. Svail Eagle. tu.aoto913.00 1818
1795 U Eagle. SoinII Eiigle. 6.00 to 7.00; ,1819
17»a U Eagle. Large frlagle. H.UU to 10.00 1830
1796 Eagle. 8 i(ar« lacing. 12.00 to 13.50 1821
1796 'A Eagle 6.00 to 8.00 ,1821

1796 ‘X Eagle. With Stan. 7.00 to 9.00 '1822

1796 Vi Eagle. No star?-. 8 00 to 10.00 jl823

1797 Eagle. 0 stare facing. 11.00 to 13.00 |1824
1797 Eagle. 1 star' facing. 13.00 to 15.00^ 1824
1797 >< Eagle.

14 Eagle.
16 stm. 7.00 to 8.50 ,1826

1797 15 stars. 8.00 to 10.00 |1826
1797 A Eagle. Laigp £agl«. 7.00 to 800 <1826

1797 %
l%te.

4.00 to 5.00 11826

17Wi G Sian lacing. lUK) to 120.1 '1827

1798 Eagle. 4 Stan lacing. 12.00 to 14.00 1 1827
1798 'A Eagle. Large Eagle. 6.00 to 7.00 ' 18-28

1798 'A Small Etigle. 7.00 to 8.00 11829

1798 Vi lUgle. 5.00 to G.00 1829
1799 10.25 to 10.50 11830

1799 ^ Eagle.
E^le.

5.50 to 6.00 1830
1800 10 25 to 10.60 1831

1819 A
Eagle.

5.50 to 6.00 .1831

ISOI 10.25 to 10.50 jl832

Eagle. 11.00 to 12.00 |1832
1802 'A 8^'e. 5.25 V> 5.35 1833
1802 Vi Eagle. 3.75 to 4.50 11833

1863 Eagle. 10.60 to 11.06 1834
1803 'A Eagle. 6.26 to 5.50 18.14

1804 Eagle 10..50 to 11.00 1831
1804 A Eagle.

A Eagle.
5.50 to 6.50 1834

1805 5.25 to 5.50

1806 k Eagle. 3 50 to 4..50

180C Vi F3igle. 4 varieties. 5.25 to 7.50
1836

1808
1807

'4 Eagle.

A Eagle. Rinnan Head.
3 50 to

5.25 to

4.75
5..50I

1807 k Eagle. Grecian Head. 6..S0 to 6.00!

1807 Q Favgle. 3.50 to 4 75 1838
1808 Vi Eagle. .5.25 to 5.50'

180K ‘4 Eagle. 4.00 to aooi

1809 A Eagle. 5.50 to 6.00|
1839

1810 A Eagle. Large date. 5.25 to 6.75

1810 ii E'-agle. Sm^l date. 5.50 to 6.00

1811 A Eagle. 5.W to 6.00

1812 U 5.25 to 5.50

1813 % I'^le. 5.25 to 5.50 1875
1814 A Faigle. 5.50 to 6.60

1815 A Eagle. 25,00 to 50.00

Denoh.

Kagle.
K.igle.

Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.

Ej»gl.-.

l-:at:le.

Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.
I-Iaale.

Kjkgle.

Eagle.
jigle.
Eagle.
Kiigle.

Eagle.
Eagle.

Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.

Eagle.
Eagle.
Eagle.

RtMlRKS. : Bt'TINO PkICK.

Motto.
No Motto.
No Motto.
Motto.

From t li I e

late II |> to

ItUd tlie va-
rious piccee

only val’ble

as prouls.

From t h I

date up to

1881 the va-

rious pteeeH

only Tal'ble

as prools.

3 dollar and
1 dollar pea.

double face.

$.5.‘35 to
7.00 to

6.00 to

iMi) to

4.00 to

10.00 to
6.0oto
8.00 to
6.011 to
6.IX) to

3.60 to

7.00 to

3.00 to

7.00 to
3.0tl to

8.00 to
e.oo to

3.00 to

7.60 to

2.75 to

6.50 to
2.7.5 to

5.50 to

2.75 to

5.50 to
2LG0 to

5.50 to

5.00 to

2 50 to

2.75 to

85..50

&0U
8.00
860
.6.00

13.00
8.00

10.00
8.00
7.60
460
8.00

3.76

8.00
4.00

10.00

7.00

360
8 60
3.00

7.50

3.00
6.00
3.00
6jQ5

2.75

600
5.10
2 56
3.00

1060 to 11.50
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PKIVATE GOLD COINAGE.

• CALIFORNIA COINS.

Previous to the establishment of the Branch Mint, at San

Francisco, in 1854, many private refineries aiul companies

struck gold coins of various denomit|ation.

In 1850, by Act of Congress, the United States Assay Office

was established in San Francisco, and the following coins were

issue<l from that office :

THE CALIFORNIA SLUGS.

This coin, of which there are two varieties, is of an octagon

shape. The first variety has an eagle, with raiseil wings, grasj)-

ing the United States shield, three arrows in the right, and an

olive branch in the left talon
;
from its beak floats a scroll, in-

scribed with the word “i.iberty;’' alwve the eagle is another

.scroll, with “887 Tiious.” in.scribed upon it. Legend : “united

STATES OF AMERICA.” Exergiie: “ 50 i). c.” {Fifty Dollars of

California). These arc inclosed in a beaded circle, and, though

in relief, are sunk into the |)iece in such a manner as to leave a

raised rirn around the outside. Upon the e<lge is inscribed :

“AUGUSTUS HUMBERT, UNITED STATES ASSAYER, CALIFORNIA

GOLD, 1851.”

The second variety is similar in type, but is much more

finished. Upon the scroll, al)ove the eagle, is inscribeil : “880

TIIOUS.;” around, the Legend: “united states of a.merica.”
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Exergue :
“ 50 D. c.” The raised rim does not appear upon

this piece; but outside of the circular line, inclosed in the field,

is inscribed : “Augustus Humbert, united states assayer

OF GOLD, CALIFORNIA, 1851.” The edge is grained. Upon
the Reverse, in the middle of the field “50,” surrounded by

rays of peculiar lining. Weight : 1319.312 grains. Fineness;

880 and 887. Value: $49.85 and $50.00.

Considerable controversy has existed for years regarding the

afore-described “California Slugs.” Some writers on coins

maintain that they were of the authorized United States coinage,

while others dispute the same. To settle this vexed question,

we appealed to Director Linderraan, of the United States Mint.

His letter, which we print in full, settles the matter conclu-

sively :

Tkeasdey Depastment,
Office of the Director of the Mint.

Washington, D. C., May 1, 1S73.

Sir :—I have received your letter of the 30th ultimo, requesting to be iiiforined

if the $50 California Slug is an authorized United States coin.

The piece referred to is not an authorized United States coin, but simply a

slug or bar with the United States stamp, indicating the degree of fineness and

value, aflized by the United States Assayer, appointed by authority of law, to

“ perform such duties in assaying and fixing the value of gold in grain and lump,

and in forming the same into bars, as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the

Treasury.” Very respectfully,

H. E. LINDERMAN,
Director.

John S. Dye, Esq.,

1338 Chestnut Street,

Philadelphia.

2. Twenty-five Dollars of California.
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f

,5

Issued by Templeton Reid, whose name appears upon the

Obverse; of variable standard, and ranging in value from

1 g'23.50 to ^25.00.

3. Twenty Dollars, issued by Humbert. Obverse: Same as

the Fifty Dollar piece, with the exception that upon the scroll

“900” appears. The Reverse is similarly lined; but across

the centre is an oj>en space on which is inscribed “united

STATES ASSAY OFFICE OF GOLD, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

1853.” The edge is grained. Weight: 517.624 grains. Fine-

ness: 900. Value: 320.

4. California Hall-Dollar. 5. California Quarter-Dollar.

Value: 40 cents. Value: 20 cents.

For several years gold Half and Quarter-Dollars were is-

sued; the Half-Dollar of the first issue was of a round shape,

and had uj>on the Obverse a head of Liberty, surrounded by a

circle of thirteen stars. Some have upon the Reverse “1852,”

within a wreath of laurel. Legend: “half dol. California

GOLD.” Others have the date “1853,” and the Ijegend : “Cal-

ifornia GOLD. HALF D.” The Half and Quarter-Dollars

were issued by private parties. Obverse: Head of Liberty,

encircled by stars. Reverse: “J dollar,” and the date of

the year of issue, within a circle of pellets. The Quarter-

Dollar has the same devices and Li^cnds, with the exception

of “I dollar” instead of | Dollar.

G. Twenty Dollars, or Double Eagle of the Pacific Co.
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The Legend: ‘‘s. M. v. California gold,” stands for

Standard Mint Value; nevertheless, the weight and fineness of

this coin varies so much, that $19.22J has proved to be the

average value of 25 coins assayed at the Assay oflBce of the

United States, in San Francisco.

7.

Ten Dollar piece of the Pacific Co.

The Obverse of this piece bears an eagle flying, across the

field, grasping an olive branch in the right, and a hammer in

the left talon. Legend: “pacific company, California.”

Exergue: “1849.” Reverse: A liberty cap, surrounded by

diverging rays and stars. Exergue: “10 dollars.” Weight:

229 grains. Finene.ss : 797. Value: $7.86.

8.

Five Dollars of the Pacific Co.

The Obverse and Reverse are similar to No. 7. Weight

:

130 grains. Fineness: 797. Value: $4.48.

9.

Ten Dollar gold pieces of Baldwin <fe Co.
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Obverse: Indian on horseback, throwing a lasso. Legend:
“ CALIFORNIA GOLD.” Exergne: “xF.N DOLLARS.” Reverse:

An eagle, in imitation of the National coinage. Legend

;

“BALDWIN & CO.” Exergue: “san Francisco.” Weight:

263 grains. Fineness: 880. Value: §9.96.

10. Five Dollar gold piece of Baldwin & Co. Obverse:

Head of Liberty, same as on the National gold coinage, with

the exception that instead of the word “ liberty,” “ Baldwin

& CO.,” appears upon the tiara. Reverse :
“ S. M. v. [Standard

Mint Value) California gold.” Weight: 128 and 130

grains. Fineness: 880. Value: at from §4.90 to §4.92J.

All the coins of Baldwin & Co. contain copper as alloy, while

most of the California coins are usually alloyed with native

silver.

11. Ten Dollar gold piece of Augustus Humbert.

Weight: 260 grains. Fineness: 884. Value: §9.95.

12.

Ten Dollar gold piece of Moffat & Co. This company

coined money for a number of years
;
their first coins liear the

date of 1849, and some are stamped with 1854. Obverse and

Reverse similar to the devices of the National Double Eagle,

with exception only that “moffat & co.” takes the place of the
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word “liberty” upon the tiara. Weight,

Value : Same as the United States coinage.

13. Ten Dollar gold piece of Moffat & Co.

Weight : 258.250 grains. Fineness : 897.

.700.

14. Five Dollar gold piece of Moffat & Co.

Obverse and Reverse of same type as No. 13, and value in

proportion.

Messrs. Moffat & Co. also issued gold ingots for circulation

in California, bearing the stamp of MdTat & Co. upon one side,

and the fineness in carats and value stamped ujx>n the Reverse.

These ingots of 21^ carats were of the intrinsic value of $16.00,

and those of 20| carats, $9.43.

15.

Ten Dollar gold piece of the Oregon Exchange' Co.

Obverse: A beaver in the middle of the field, l>eneath which
is inscribed “o. T.” {Oregon Territory), and the date, “1849,”

as Exergue. Legend : “k. m. t. p. c. s.” (the initials of the

persons composing said company).

Reverse: “10 D. 20 g.” (10 dineros, 20 granos, equal to 878

fine). “NATIVE GOLD 10 D.” (10 do/fars). Legend: “OREGON
E.XCHANGE CO.” Weight*. 255 grains. Fineness: 878.

Value: $9.70.

Fineness, and

%

Value: $9.97-
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The Five Dollar gold piece of the Oregon Exchange Co.

is similar in device and Legend to No. 15.

Weight: 130 grains. Fineness: 878. Value: $4.84J.

17.

Ten Dollar piece of Templeton Reid.

Value: $9.85.

18.

Ten Dollar gold j)iece of Dr. J. S. Ormsby, of Penn-

sylvania, coined during his sojourn on the Pacific coast.

Obverse: “10 poli.ars,” in the middle of the field, sur-

rounded by a circle of thirty-one stars. Reverse: “j. s. o,” in

the middle of the field, initials of Dr. J. S. Ormsby. Legend :

“united STATES OF AMERICA.” Exergue: “cAE.” Weight:

258.500 grain.s. Fineness: 842. Value: $9.37.

19.

Ten Dollar gold piece of Dubosque Co.

Obverse and Reverse similar to the National coinage of that

denomination. Value: $9.85.
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20.

Ten Dollar gold piece of the Cincinnati Mining and

Trading Co.

Obverse: An Indian bust, bead crowned with feathers. le-

gend : “CINCINNATI MINING AND TRADING COMPANY.” Re-

verse: An eagle in flight, grasping United States shield in his

right, and three arrows and olive branch in the left talon. Le-

gend : “CALIFORNIA TEN DOLLARS.” Exergue :
“1849.”

Weight: 258 grains. Value: $9.70.

21.

Five Dollar gold piece of the Cincinnati Mining and

Trading Co.

Obverse and Reverse: Similar to No. 20. V eight: 132

grains. Value: $4.95.

22.

Ten Dollars of the Miners’ Bank of San Francisco.

Obverse: “ten d.” in the middle of the field. Legend:

“MINERS BANK.” Exergue :
“ SAN FRANCISCO.” Reverse:

An eagle, similar to the National coinage. Legend: “cali-
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FORN14/' beneath are thirteen stars, arranged around the edge.

Weight: 263.500 grains. Fineness: 865. Value: $9.87.

23. Five Dollar gold piece of N. G. & N.

Weight and Fineness variable. Value varying from $4.83

to $4.95|, without the alloy of silver; and, including that, 2J
cents more.

24. Five Dollar gold piece of the Massacnusetts and Cali-

fornia Company.

Obverse: “five d.” in the middle of field, surroundetl by a

wreath of laurel. Legend :
“ Massachusetts and califounia
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CO.” Exergue: “1849.” Reverse: The crest and arms of

Upper California: around the edge are arranged thirteen Stax’s.

Weight: 115.500 grains. Value: §4.75.

25. Five Dollar gold piece of Dunbar & Co.

Value: $4.75.

NORTH CAROLINA COINS.

In 1880, Mr. C. Bechtler established, with consent ‘of the

United States Government, a Mint at Rutherfordton, North

Carolina, and commenced the coinage of Five and Two and

a Half Gold Dollar pieces. In 1834, he also coined some One

Dollar pieces. Of Mr. C. Bechtier’s gold coins there are two

series, those previous to 1834, and after that year, and up to

1842. In 1842, Mr. C. Bechtler sold his interest to Mr. A.

Bechtler, and his name appears upon the North Carolina gold

coins from 1842 to 1849. The Five Dollar gold piece of

Bechtler, from 1830 to 1834, weighs 150 grains, and of 833

fineness, and its value, at the present standard, $5.34. In 1834,

there was an important reduction of standards in the National

gold coins, to which Mr. Bechtler conformed, and, by-way of

distinction, afterward used the uniform date of that year.

C. Bechtler also adopted three grades of fineness and weight;

^thus the Five Dollar gold piece, of which we give an illustra-

tion, was coined at the following standards:

Those of 20 carats, 833 fine, weight, 140 grains, value, $4.90;

those of 21 carats, 875 fine, weight, 134 grains, value, $4.89;

those of 22 carats, 917 fine, weight, 128 grains, value, $4,84.

The 20 carat gold pieces are stampetl “ north Carolina ”

gold
;
the 21 carat pieces “Carolina” gold

;
and the 22 carat
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pieces “GEORGIA ’’ gold. Notwithstanding that the stamp of

Georgia gold appears on the coins, it is a well-known fact that

all the gold was mined in North Carolina, and that these stamps

are only to assist in indicating the different qualities, as they

are generally understood in that region, Georgia gold being

always the best, and North Carolina the poorest.

The Two and a Half Gold Dollar pieces were coined of 20 and

22 carats fine, and stamped “n. c.” gold and “Georgia” gold.

Those of 20 carats, 833 fine, weight, 70 grains, value $2.47

;

those of 22 carats, 917 fine, weight, 64 grains, value $2.39. The

One Dollar gold pieces are all of 21 carats fine, and of 28 grains

in weight, and their intrinsic value only 94 cents.

BECHTLER TWO DOLLAR AND A HALF PIECE.

After 1842, and up to 1849, Mr. A. Bcchtler’s coins were of

considerable variance in weight, fineness, and value.

BECHTLER DOLLAR.

Since 1849 that Mint has been abolished, and that coinage

has become very scarce.

GEORGIA COINS.

In 1830, when the first extensive produce of Georgia gold

w’as mined, Mr. Templeton Reid established a Mint, and coined.
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by permission of the United States Government, Ten, Five,

and Two and a Half Gold Dollar pieces. His coins bear on the

Obverse: “templeton reid, assayer,” and their denomina-

tions. Upon the Reverse, the inscription “Georgia gold,”

surrounded by a circle of stars.

The Ten Dollar gold pieces of 1830, 1831, 1832, and 1833

weigh 248 grains, and are 942 fine, their value $10.06. The

Five Dollar gold pieces of that period, 124 grains, and 930

fine, value $5.00. The Two and a Half-Dollar pieces are 932

fine, and weigh 60.500 grains, value $2.43.

In 1834, Templeton Reid reduced his standard weight and

fineness, and being of irregular value, their issue was soon dis-

continued. In 1849, when the gold discoveries of California

startled the whole world, Mr. Templeton Reid removed his

machinery and tools to San Francisco, California, and com-

menced soon after to coin Twenty-five and Ten Dollar gold

pieces.

MORMON COINS OF UTAH.

The Mormons, at Great Salt Lake City, have issued gold

coins of twenty, ten, five and two and a half dollars. Their

weight varies materially, and their fineness 899 and sometimes

900 fine.

TWENTY DOLLARS OF UTAH.

Obverse: An eye surmounted by a Mormon Mitre. Le-

gend :
“ HOLINESS TO THE LORD.” Reverse : Two hands

clasped
;
beneath, the date of the year of issue. Legend :

“ G

s. L. c. P. G.” {Great Salt Lake City Pure Gold). Exergue:

“twenty dollars.” Value: Twenty dollars in Utah; but
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the intrinsic value upon assay varies from sixteen dollars to

eighteen dollars.

TEN DOLLARS OF UTAH.

Obverse and Reverse same as the twenty dollar pieces, only

upon the Exergue of Reverse, “ten dollars.” Value in

Utah, ten dollars
;
but the intrinsic value upon assay varies

from $8.50 to $9.00.

FIVE DOLLARS AND TWO AND A HALF DOLLARS OF UTAH.

Obverse and Reverse same as the twenty and ten dollar

pieces, only upon the Exergue on the Reverse “five do” and

“two and HALF DO,” respectively. Their value varies from

$4.25 to $4.50, and also from $2.10 to $2.25.

The coins of Utah, prior to 1860, proved upon assay to vary

materially in fineness; being coine<l from native gold, they con-

tain silver, about as the average of the unas.sayed gold, out of

which they were made.

The results of as.say at the United States Mint prove that

they are irregular, both in weight and fineness
;
but on a gen-

eral average they were found to be 886 fine.

The Utah coins, up to this day, bear the I^egend “ pure

GOLD;” they took for granted that it had no alloy, being coined

from “ native gold,” which has silver alloy, about the average

of California gold, out of which the coins were made; and, of

course, without correct assay.
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The coins, prior to 1860, are now very rare, and much sought

for by collectors, at advanced prices.

In 1858 President Brigham Young had a new die prepared

for coining the five dollar gold pieces. A pattern piece was

struck for him, and we are indebted to the Hon. Brigham Young,

Jr., and Joseph L. Barfoot, Esq., Curator of the Salt Lake

City Museum, for a wax impression of the same, which we

illustrate herewith.

This pattern piece was worn by the Prophet Brigham

Young, as a charm attached to his watch chain, up to the time

of his death. At the death of the Prophet and Governor, the

watch, chain and charm were sold by the executors of his will,

and realized three hundred dollars.

The coins issued for circulation are similar in size and device.

FIVE DOLLARS OF UTAH OF 1860 AND 1862.

Upon the Obverse, an eagle, with outspread wings, a bee-

hive upon its breast. Legend: “assay office, g. s. l. C.”

{Great Salt Lake City). Exergue :
“ 5 D. pure gold.”

Reverse: A lion couchant occupying the field. Legend:

Same as upon the Obverse, only in the “Deseret” characters,

an alphabet on phonographic principles.

3S
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TEMPLETON REID’S GEORGIA COINAGE.

In the year 1830, when gold begjin to be extensively mined in

the States of Georgia and North Carolina, the project was set on

foot of coining it “ at the pit’s mouth.” The authorized estab-

lishments for this purpose have been, that of Templeton Reid,

in Georgia
;
and that of Christopher Bechtler in North Carolina.

Three denominations of coin were issued : Ten, Five and Two
and a Half Dollar gold pieces; bearing the name of “Temple-

ton Reid, Assayer,” and the designation :
“ Georgia Gold.” The

Ten Dollar gold pieces weighed 248 grains, ami were of 942

fineness. The Five Dollar gold pieces weighed 123.5 grains,

and were of 938 fineness. The Two and a Half Dollar pieces

weighed 60.5 grains, and were of 932 fineness.

Afterwards, when the California goUl fields began to attract

attention, Templeton Reid removed his establishment to that

region, and in 1849 commenced the coinage of Twenty-five and

Ten Dollar gold pieces.

TWEjm’-FIVf; DOLT.AES OF TEmPI-ETON REID.

They are similar to the Georgia coinage.

MR. C. BECHTLER’S COINAGE.

Mr. Bechtler’s Mint was located at Rutherford ton, N. C.
;

it

comniencwl operation in 1831. There were two series; the

first Ijearing no date, but issued earlier than 1834. They

were of three denominations, viz.: Five, Two and a Half

and One Dollar pieces: professedly 20 carats fine, and 150.75
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and 30 grains, respectively. The second series are those whicli

l)ear the date of 1834. In that year there was an important
reduction of standard in the United States gold coin, to which
Mr. Bechtler conformed.

1 he denominations were as before, but there were three grades
of fineness and weight; thus at 20 carats, the Five Dollar piece

weighcKl 140 grains
;
the same at 21 carats, weighed 134 grains,

and at 22 carats, weighed 128 grains.

The pieces of 20 carats were stani{)ed :
“ north caroli.va

GOLD
;

” those of 21 carats :
“ Carolina gold,” and those of

22 carats: “Georgia gold.”

Christopher Bechtler’s coinage after 1834, according to official

Unittnl States assays, varied as follows:

§5 North Carolina gold, 140 to 139.8 grains; 833 to 815
fineness.

$5 Carolina gold, 134 to 134.4 grains; 875 to 845 fineness.

$5 Georgia gold, 128 to 127 grains; 917 to 882 fineness.

$2.50 North Carolina gold, 70 grains; 833 to 819 fineness.

§2.50 Georgia gold, 64 to 63.6 grains; 917 to 872 fineness.

$1.00 North Carolina gold, 28 to 27.6 grains; 833 to 810
fineness.

Georgia gold was always understood to be the best, and the
North Carolina gold the poorest.

CALIFORNIA PRIVATE COINAGE.
In 1849, and after California was admitted into the Union,

CALIFORNIA QIII.NTUPLE EAGLES OF FIFTY DOLLARS.
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gold coins were issueil by that State of the denominations of

Fifty, Twenty-five, Twenty, Ten, Five, Two and a Half and

One Dollar pieces
;

also Fifty and Twenty-five Cent pieces in

gold.

The Fifty Dollar piece and the Fifty and Twenty-five Cent

pieces are octagon sha|Ki«l
;
all the others are round coins.

CALIFOUNIA KAGJ.es OF TF.N DOl.KAJtS.

CALIFORNIA EAGLES OF TEN DOLLARS.

SILVER COINAGE.

In 1794, the first Silver Dollar of the United States Gov-

ernment was issued. Obverse: A female bust, facing to the

right, with flowing hair. Legend: “liberty.” Round the

e«lge fifteen stars, eight to the left of effigy and seven to the

right. Exergue :
“ 1794.” Reverse : Eagle, as if about to fly,

surrounded by a wreath. Legend :
“ united .statis of

AMERICA.” On the edge: “one dollar; or, unit, hun-

dred CENTS.”

In 1795 a slight change took place on the Obverse: The

bust of Liberty made larger and partly drajicd, the hair tied

with a ribbon at the back of the head. Reverse : Eagle re-
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duced in size, but better proportioned, and is standiog on clouds.

Exergue: “1795.”

In 1796 the device remained uuehanged until about Septem-

ONE DOLLAR.

ber, when the stars on the Obverse were reduced to thirteen,

seven to the left and six to the right of effigy.

ONE DOLLAR.

In 1798 theObver.se remained unchanged except Exergue:
“1798.” Reverse: Eagle, rai.sed wings, holding in its beak a
scroll, inscribed “ E pluribus UNUM ” upon it, grasping in its

right talon a bundle of four arrows, in its left an olive branch,

upon its brea.«t the United States shield; above the eagle,

clouds and thirteen six-pointed stars. Legend :
“ united

STATES OF AMERICA.”
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OXE DOLLAR.

In 1799 and up to 1804 ho change wa.s made. In 1804

only a lew dollars were struck, and tiiey have become so exceed-

ingly rare, that during 1877 the one sold at auction brought

seven hundred dollars.

OXE DOLLAR.

The weight of the Silver Dollar was established by Act of

Congress on the 2d day of April, 1792, and the quantity of

jntre silver fixe<l at 371 J grains, and tliat of the standard metal

at 416 grains, being of 900 fineness, and up to 1805 it con-

tinued unchanged. Between 1805 and 1836 no dollars were

coined.

In 1836 a new pattern was prepared
;

it had on the Obverse:

Ijil>erty seated beside a United States shield, holding in her

left hand a staff, with liberty cap, in the right a scroll, upon
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which “ LIBERTY ” is inscribed. Legend :
“ Thirteen stars.”

Exergue: “1836.” Reverse; Eagle flying across a field,

studded with twenty-six stars. Legend ;
“ united states of

ONE DOLLAR.

AMERICA.” Exergue: “one dollar.” Fineness: 900.

Weight: 416 grains.

In 1837, January tlie 18th, Congress enacted a change in the

standard weight by abstracting therefrom 3J grains of the alhy,

re<lucing 416 grains to 4121 grains; but still retaining 371J
grains ofpure silver. No dollars were issued that year.

one DOLLAR.

In 1838 the first reiluced 412^ grain silver dollar was
issued : it lx>re the device of the dollar of 1836, excepting on
the Reverse the stars were omitteil.

In 1839 no change occurred. In 1840 the Obverse same as

I
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1838-1839, except Exergue, changed to “ 1840.” The Reverse

was changed to an eagle about to fly, wings expanded, Unitc<l

States shield upon its breast, right talon an olive branch, left

a bundle of three arrows. Legend :
“ united states of

AMERICA,” Exergue: “one doe.”

one dollar.

In 1866, the motto, “in god we trust,” was added upon

the Reverse.

one doi.lar.

From this date up to 1873 the Dollar was regularly issued,

and always of the same device; until Congress in that year de-

monetized silver.

In 1873 the first Trade Dollar was coined, of 900 fineness,

and of 420 grains weight. Obverse : Gwldess of Liberty, fac-

ing to the left, and seated on a bale of merchandise, against
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which leans a sheaf of wheat; in her right hand she holds an

olive branch, in the left a scroll, upon which “liberty” is in-

scribed; on the base of seat the motto “in god ive trust;”
surroundihg which are thirteen stars. Exergue :

“ 1873.”

TRADE DOLLAR.

Reverse: Eagle witli expanc^fd wings, holding in its right

talon a bunch of three arrows, left, an olive branch; underneath,

“420 GRAINS, 900 FINE;” over the eagle’s head a scroll, with

“e pluribus unum ” inscribed. Legend: “united states
OF AMERICA.” Exergue : “trade dollar.”

This Trade Dollar has been ever since regularly issued, with

the Exergue on Obverse, the date of the year of issue.

ONE DOLLAR.

In 1878, after considerable debate in both Houses, the bill

for the remonetization of silver was passed
;
but vetoed by the

President; nevertheless, the Senate and House of Reprcsenta-
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tivcs passed the bill over the veto by a Constitutional majority,

and the Silver Dollar of 41 grains Troy became once more a

legal tender, and appeared in its new form on the 13th day of

March, 1878. Trade Dollars not legal tender.

Obverse: Head of Liberty, facing to the left. Legend: “e
PLUttiBUS UNUM,” and thirteen stars, seven to the left, and six

to the right. Exergue: “1878.” Reverse: An eagle as if

about to fly; above the eagle, “in god we trust.” Olive

branches, crossed and tietl at the ends. Legend ;
“ united

states OF AMERICA.” Exergue :“ ONE DOLLAR.” Weight:

41 2 J grains. Fineness: 900. Value; §1.00.

The Dollar is equal in value to

:

2 Florins, 20J Kreutzers of Austria.

5 Francs, 18jVo Centimes of Belgium.

1 Dollar, 9,Vo Ceutabos of Chili.

6 Mace, 2 Candareens, 1 Cqsh, 1 Hao, 8 Tse, of China.

1 Dollar, 8jVo Centavos of Costa Rica.

1 Dollar, 8 1*0 Centabos of Cuba.

1 Dollar, 8,Vo CentaN’os of Ecuador

20 Piasters of Egypt.

6 Francs, 18,Vo Centimes of France.

5 Drachmas, 18iVo Leptas of Greece.

1 Dollar, 8iVo Centabos of Guatemala.

1 Dollar Silver of Hayti.

2 Guilders, 10 Stivers of Holland.

1 Dollar, 8,Vo Centabos of Honduras.

2 Rupees, 4 Annas, 9 Pice of India.

6 Lires, 18,Vo Centissimi of Italy.

1 Yen, i\ of a Sen of Japan.

1 Dollar, ,^o of a Centavo of Mexico.

1 Dollar, 8 Vo Centaros of Nicaragua.

1 Dollar of Paraguay.

1 Dollar, 8,Vo Centabos of Peru.

1 Dollar, 8,0 Cental)os of Porto Rico.

5 Ixji, 8o* 0 Paras of Routnania.

1 Rouble, 36J Koj>ecks, Silver of Russia.
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1 Dollar Silver of San Domingo.

5 Pesetas, 18iVo Centimes of Spain.

6 Francs, 18,Vo Happens of Switzerland.

1 Patacon, 5i*o Centabos of Uruguay.

1 Dollar, 28,’o Centavos of Venezuela.

HALF DOLLARS.

The first Half Dollar was issued in 1794, and resembled the

Dollar of that year, ^yeight: 208 grains. Fineness: 892.400.

HALF DOLI.AR.

In 1795 the Half Dollar was similar in designs to 1794.

HALF DOLLAR.

In 1796 the Half Dollar resemblerl the Dollars of that year.

But 2,918 Half Dollars were coined in 1796, and about an equal

number in 1797.

In 1798, 1 <99, and 1800 no Half Dollars were issued.

In 1801, and up to 1807 inclusive, the issues resembled the

Dollars of these years respectively.
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HALF DOLLAR.

In 1808 a complete change was made. Obverse: Liberty

facing to the left, wearing a loose cap with “liberty” on the

band, having seven stars in front of effigy and six behind, with

date of issue in the Exergue. Reverse: Eagle with expanded

wings. United States shield upon its breast, right talon holding

an olive branch and left three arrows; over its head a scroll

with “e pluribus ukum” inscribed. Legend: “ukited

STATES OF AMERICA.” Exergue : “50 c.” This device con-

tinued until 1814 inclusive.

HALF DOLLAR.

In 1816 no Half Dollars were coined.

In 1817 the coinage of Half Dollars was resumed, and con-

tinued to be issued regularly down to the year 1836 inclusive,

without any change, except that in 1826 the stars on the Ob-

verse were small, and in 1827 large again. In the issue of

1834 the dates varied in size on the Exergue of Obverse.

In 1837, by act of Congress, January the 18th, the weight
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of the Half Dollar was reduced to 206.25 grains, and raised

to the standard of 900 fineness.

HALF DOLLAR.

In 1837 the scroll, “f. pluribus unum,” was removed from

the Reverse, and “ 50 CENTS ” replaced the “ 50 c.” on the Ex-

ergue. From this time on the edges were reeded.

HALF DOLLAR.

In 1838 and 1839 no change in device; in 1840 it resembled

the Dollar of that year. Exergue on the Reverse :
“ half

DOL.” This device continued without change, except date on

Exergue, up to 1852 inclusive.

In 1853, the 21st day of February, Congress reduced the

weight of the Half Dollar, fixing the weight at 192 grains, but

making no change in fineness, which has remained 900 fine up

to this date.

In 1853 the deviee was slightly changed
;
a barbed arrow was

placed on each side of the date on the Exergue of the Obverse,

and background of the Reverse was covered with rays.
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HALF DOLLAR.

In 1854 the rays were again removed, as also the barbed

arrows, and continued so till 1866 inclusive.

In the latter part of 1866 a scroll was placed over the eagle’s

head on the Reverse, bearing the motto, “ in god we trust.”

No change occurred till 1873, svheu Congress changed the

weight of the Half Dollars to 12^ grammes or 192.9 grains in

weight; fineness: 900. In that year, and in 1874, an arrow-

head was placed on each side of the date on the Exergue.

HALF DOLLAR.

In 1875, 1876, and 1877, the arrow-heads were removed; no

other change was made.

QUARTER DOLLAR.
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The first Quarter Dollar was issued to the public in 1796:

the device resembling the Dollar of 1796. In 1797 no change.

QUARTER IX)LLAR.

In 1798, 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, and 1803 no 'Quarter

Dollars were issued.

In 1804 the Quarter Dollar resembled the Dollar of that

year. In 1805, 1806, and 1807 no change.

QUARTER DOLLAR.

In 1808 to 1815 no Quarter Dollars were issued.

In 1815 a new device was adopted resembling the Half

Dollar of that year. In 1817 no Quarter Dollars were coined.

QUARTER DOLLAR.
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Ill 1818 the Quarter Dollar resembled that of 1815, and was

issued with tiiat device till 1823 inclusive.

QUARTER DOLLAR.

In 18?4 no Quarter Dollars issued. In 1825 device of 1815

used. In 1826 no Quarter Dollars issued. In 1827 and 1828

device of 1815 used. In 1829 and 1830 no Quarter Dollars

issued.

QUARTER DOLLAR.

In 1831 the diameter was reduced, the stars on Obverse made

smaller; on the Reverse, the scroll with “e pluribus unum ”

was omitted, and the edge raised.

In 1831 and up to 1837 the Quarter Dollar was coined of

the same device, having the original weight of 104 grains and a

fineness of 892.400, as established in 1796.

By act of Congres.s, January 18th, 1837, the weight of the

Quarter Dollar was reduced from the original 104 grains, to

103.125 grains; the fineness being raised at the same time from

892.400, as at first, to the standard of 900 fine.

In 1838 and 1839 the Quarter Dollar coinage bore the same

device ns that of 1831.

In 1840 an entire change was made. Obverse: Liberty
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seated, holding liberty-cap in left, and resting right hand on

the United States shield : on the Reverse, the Exergue was

“quar, dol.”

QUARTER DO LEAK.

This device continueti for each ycjir down to 1853, when,

March 31st, Congress again reduced the weight from 103.125

to 96 grains, still retaining 900 fineness.

QUARTER DOLLAR.

In 1853 the device of 1840 was continued, except upon the

Exergue an arrow was placed on each side of date
;
the Reverse

was slightly changed
;
rays in abundance filled the background

of the American eagle.

In 1854 the same device, with the exception of the rays hav-

ing been withdrawn from the Reverse. Weight: 96 grains,

and of 900 fineness. No change occurred until 1866, when, by

order of Congress, on the Reverse overhead of the eagle a scroll

appeared with the motto: “ in god we trust.” The arrows

beside the date were also removed. Weight: 96 grains and
900 fineness.

In 1873 another slight change was made. Congress wish-

ing to approximate the United States coinage to the decimal

French system, ordered the weight to be increased nine-
3T’
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twentieths of a grain, and make the Quarter Dollar weigh 6J-

grammes or 96.450 grains, retaining the old standard of 900

fineness.

In 1874 a slight change was made upon the Obverse of the

Quarter Dollar, the arrows being again replaced on each side

of the date.

QUARTER DOLLAR.

In 1875 the arrows each side of the date were discontinued.

TWENTY CENT PIECE.

In 1875 Congress for the nse of the Pacific States authorized

the coinage of the Twenty Cent piece. Several pattern pieces

were struck in advance. Device, Obverse: Liberty seated,

holding in her right hand a staff surmounteil by a liberty-cap,

left resting on a United States shield. Legend : Thirteen stars.

Exergue: “1873.” Reverse: A rather high-shouldered eagle,

resembling the one on the Trade Dollar, holding three arrows

in right talon, and olive branch in left. Legend: “UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA.” Exerglie : “*TM’ENTY CENTS.*”

Weight: 77.160 grains and of 900 fineness. Etlges not reeded.

In 1874 a few Twenty Cent pieces were coined with a change

in device on the Obverse, viz.: Seated Goddess of Liberty of a

more modern tyj>e and facing to the left
;
back of her and by

her right side, sheaves of wheat; in her right hand she holds a
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staff surmounted by a liberty-cap, her left resting on a globe
instead as usual upon the United States shield; the word
“liberty” is inscribed upon a band surrounding the globe.

TWENTY CENT PIECE.

Exergue: “ 1874.” Reverse unchanged. Weight: 77.160
grains and of 900 fineness.

In May, 1878, by act of Congress, the Twenty Cent pieces

were abolished.

DIMES, OR TEN CENT PIECES.

The first Dimes, or Ten Cent pieces, were struck in France
from old silver family plate furnished by President Washing-
ton, and from a supixeed resemblance, between the head of
Lil)erty and Washington’s wife, were known as the “Martha
Washington Dismes ” (see Half Dtsme 1 792). The circulation

was very limited, and but few examples are now known.
Obverse: A head, facing left, hair unconfined, floating back-

ward in flowing locks. Legend: “liberty parent of
SCIENCE & INDUS.” Within the legend and beneath the head
the date 1792.

Reverse : A small eagle, flying towanl the left, though look-
ing to the right. Legend: “united states of America.”
E.xergue: An inscription: “disme.” Border, milled; edge,
milled; size, 14; weight, silver, 40 to 67 grains; copper, 58
grains. Extremely rare.

The uext issue and really the commencement of the regular
coinage appeared in 1796. Obverse: Bust ofGoddess of Liberty,
facing to the right. Legend : Seven stars on the right of the
word “ LIBERTY,” and eight on the left of it. Exergue: “ 1 796.”
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Reverse : Eagle, with a small shield upon its breast, wings

expanded, as if about to fly; surrounded by a laurel wreath.

I^igend :
“ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” Weight: 41.6 grains.

Fineness : 892.400.
'

In 1797 the Legend bore thirteen instead of fifteen stars;

otherwise no alteration was made on the Obverse.

DIME.

Upon the Reverse a complete change was made, viz. : Eagle

with expanded wings, a United States shield upon its breast;

in his beak a scroll with “e pluribus undm” upon it; right

talon, bunch of arrows
;

left, an olive branch
;
over his head

sixteen stars, surmounted by clouds. Legend :
“ united states

OF AMERICA.”

In 1798 no change in device except Reverse. Exergue:

10 c.”

DIME.

In 1799 no Dimes were coined for circulation.

Up to 1806 no change but to thirteen stars on Reverse.

In 1806 no Dimes were coined for circulation.

In 1807 the device resembled Quarter Dollar of that year.

DIME.
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In 1808 no Dimes were coined for circulation.

In 1809 the device resembled that of the Half Dollars of

that period, except Exergue on Reverse : “10 c.”

DIME.

In 1812 and 1813 no Dimes issued. Coinage resumed, 1814.

In 1815, 1816, 1817, 1818, and 1819 no Dimes were issued.

Coinage resumed 1820, device same as of 1809 and inter-

mediate coinages. Weight: 41.600 grains. Fineness: 892-

.400. Ill 1824 no dimes issued. In 1825 same device used.

In 1826 no dimes issued. In 1827 same device used; so con-

tinued to 1837.

January 18th, 1837, Congress reduced the weight of the

Dime from 41.600 grains to 41.250 grains, and also raised the

standard of the coinage to 900 fineness. A change was also

made in the device : upon the Obverse : Goddess of Liberty

seated, staff with liberty-cap in left hand, and right resting

upon United States shield. Exergue: “1837.” This issue is

conspicuous by the absence of the usual thirteen stars. The

Reverse has the inscription, “one dime,” surrounded by

a wreath. Legend :
“ united states of America.”

In 1838 the Obverse bears the thirteen stars. Exergue:
“ 1838 ;” no other change took place. The New Orleans Mint

still coined the 1838 issue with starless Obverse. Weight:

41.250 grains. Fineness: 900.

From 1838 down to 1860, inclusive, the device remained

dime.
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a« illustrated, save the Exergue on Obverse, bearing the

date of the year of issue. Weiglit; 41.250 grains. Fineness:

900.

In 1860 the stars were dis|>ensed with (in this year the

dimes appeared both with and without stars), and the Legend

:

“ UNITED STATES OP AMERICA,” apj)eared ou Obverse.

DIMES.

In 1853, February 21st, Congress reduced the weight to

38.400 grains, retaining still 900 fineness. The device was

still the same of 1838 ;
but an arrow-head was placed ou either

side of date on Exergue, and retained during 1854 and 1855,

but again removed in 1856; since which time the Dime has

been issued every year with device unchanged, except in 1873

and 1874, when the arrows reappearwl
;
and, in 1860, when

the Ijegend: “united states of America,” was substituted

for the stars.

.'In 1873 Congress ordered the Dime to weigh grammes,

or 38.580 grains. Fineness : 900.

In 1875 a slight change was made on the Reverse; the laurel

wreath was replaced by one composed of oak, ivy, and tobacco

leaves, corn in the ear, and sheaves of wheat. Weight : 38.580

grains. Fineness : 900.

Excepting the changes of 1873 no change has been made up
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to the present day, with the exception of changing the date of

issue upon the Exergue of the Obverse.

HALF DIME, OR FIVE CENT PIECE.

The Half Dime was the first coin struck by the United

States Mint, located in Seventh street between Market and

Arch streets, Philadelphia, Pa. The coin-presses, three in

number, were imported from abroad, and arrived at the Phila-

delphia Mint on Friday, the 21st of September, 1792, were

put in operation on the 9th of October, and first used for

striking the Half Dimes of 1792.

The Obverse bore the Bust of Liberty, surrounded by thir-

teen stars. Exergue: 1792. Reverse : Eagle, expanded wings,

surrounded by a laurel wreath. Legend: "united states

OF AMEHICA.” Weight: 20.800 grains. Fineness: 892.400.

In 1793 only a few more were coined
;
but no change was made

either in device or Exergue.

In 1794 and 1795 the device of 1792 was well preserved,

with the exception that instead of the thirteen, fourteen stars

were put upon the Legend, and the Exergue bore the date of

the respective years of issue.

Obverse: A head, facing left, hair uuconfined, disposed in

short tresses or tufts. Legeml : "lib- par- of science & in-

dustry.” Within the Legend, and beneath the head, the date

1792.

Reverse: A small eagle, flying and looking toward the left.

Legend: " UNP states OF America.” Exergue: An inscrip-

tion : "half disme” in three lines. Border, milleil; edge,

reeded
;
size, lOJ ;

weight, 21 grains. Extremely rare.

These HiJf Dismes were coined from a quantity of silver

plate furnished by Washington, and, although pronounced by

numismatic writers " pattern pieces,” undoubtedly w-ent into

general circulation for a time
;
hence should be considered a

regular coinage, and commence the series of Half Dimes. The

dies were of French origin. The following article taken from
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\^’ashin^a’s 4th annual address, 1792, explains fully the 'facts

s;onnected herewith

:

“ In execution of the authority given by the legislature

measures have been taken for engaging some artists from

abroad to aid in the establishment of our Mint. Others have

been employed at home. Provisions have been made for the

requisite buildings, and these are now being put into proper con-

dition for the purposes of the establishment. There has been

a small beginning in the coinage of half dismes, the want of

small coins in circulation calling the first attention to them.”

The 1792 Half Dismes were called “Trial Pieces:” the dies

cut aud struck in France. These pieces are veiy rare and val-

uable. The bust is popularly supposed to represent Martha

Wa.shiDgton, but the portraits extant hardly bear out the sii|>-

|>osition. No Half Dimes were issued after this until 1794,

which (late is also rare and valuable.

HALF DIMS.

In 1796 the hair of Goddess of Liberty was tied with ribbon,

back of the head. Legend : Thirteen stars. Exergue :
“ 1796.”

Reverse : Eagle, reduced in size, and further from the knot

with which the wreath is tied, otherwise no change was made.

Weight : 30.800 grains. Fineness : 892.400.

In 1797, the same 'device was used, with the exception that

instead of thirteen, fifteen stars were on the Obverse. Reverse

:

Eagle, United States shield upon its breast; scroll, with “e
PLURIBUS UNUM ” in its beak; stars and clouds above its head.

I^egend : “united states of America.”

lu 1798 aud 1799, no Half-Dimes were coined. In 1800,

the stars were again reduced to thirteen, six facing the bust of
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Liberty, and seven were behind it. This device was continued

through 1801, 1802, and 1803, inclusive.

In 1804, no Half-Dimes were coined or issued, and those of

1805 bore the device of 1800.

HALF DIME.

From 1806, and up to 1828, inclusive, the Half-Dimes were

discontinued.

In 1829, a new device appeared. Obverse: Bust of Goddess

of Liberty. Legend: Thirteen stars. Exergue: “1829.”

Reverse: Eagle, wings expanded; a United States shield upon

its breast; left talon a bunch of arrows; right, oljve branch;

over its head a scroll, with “e pluribus undm” upon it. Le-

gend : “united states of AMERICA.” Exergue : “5 c.”

In 1830, and up to 1836, inclusive, no change was made in

the device.

HALF DIME.

In 1837, and the early part of 1838, a new device was coined

;

it bore on the Obverse: Goddess of Liberty, seated
;

staff, with

liberty-cap in left hand; right resting on United States shield.

The Legend is starless. Exergue: “1837 and 1838.” Re-

verse: “half-dime,” surrounded by a wreath. Legend:
“ united states of AMERICA.” Weight: By Act of Congress,

January 18th, 1837, reduced to 20.625 grains; and the Fine-

ness raised to the standard of 900.

In 1839, the thirteen stars were again replaced on the Ob-
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HALF DIME.

verse, and with the exception of date of issue upon the Ex-
ergue, no change was made up to 1863, inclusive.

In 1853, February 21st, the Half-Dime, by order of Con-

gress, was reduced to 19.2 grains, but retained its 900 fineness.

A slight change was also made on the Obverse; upon the Ex-

ergue, an arrow was placed each side of date; this was retained

during 1854 and 1855, but was again absent in 1856, and up

to 1872, inclusive, reappearing again 1873, when the issue of

Half Dimes or Five Cent silver pieces ceased.

HALF DIME.

THREE CENT SILVER PIECES.

In 1851, March 3d, Congress authorized the issue of Three

Cent silver pieces, and required them to be composed of three-

fourtlis silver, and one-fourth oopjier. The device adopted bears

on the Obverse, a large six-pointed star, with United States

shield in the middle of it. Legend: “united states of

AMERICA.” Exergue: “1851.” Reverse: A larg^ ornamental

“C,” with the Roman numerals, “III” in the centre. Legend:

Thirteen stars.

THREE CENT SILVER PIECE.
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No change was made in 1852. Weight: 12.375 grains.

Fineness: 750.

On March 3d, 1853, Congress changed the fineness from 750

to 900; namely, 900 parts silver, and 100 parts copper; and

reduced the weight from 12.375 down to 11.520 grains. The
device wa.s also altered, on the Obverse, the plain star of 1851

was edged with three distinct lines, the Legend exhibited the

words: “united states of America,” in more modern and

clearer type. Exergue: “1853.”

On the Reverse, within the letter “C,” and above the Roman
numerals, “III,” an olive branch was inscribed, and a bunch

of arrows placed below.

THREE CENT SILVER PIECE.

This la.st device. Weight, and Fineness, was continued with-

out change, down to 1873, when, by order of Congress, the

coinage of the silver Three Cent piece was discontinued.

Approximate Fictitious Values of the United States

Silver Coinages,

dollars.

(good to fink.)

1794

Paying Prices.

$20.00 to $35.00

Selling Prices.

$35.00 to $50.00

1795 1.25 1.50 • 1.50 2.50

1796 1.35 1.75 1.60 2.75

1797 1.35 1.80 1.60 2.85

1798 Large Eagle 1.05 1.20 1.15 1.25

1798 Small Eagle 1..50 2.00 2.50 5.00

1799 1.05 1.10 1.15 1.25

1799, 5 stars facing 1.50 2.00 2.50 4.00

1800 1.10 1.25 1.25 1.50

1801 1.35 1.75 1.50 2.75

1802 1.35 1.75 1.50 2.75

1803 1.55 1.75 1.50 2.75

1804 500.00 750.00 375.00 650.00

18.36 . 3.00 5.00 5.00 8.00

1838 10.00 25.00 15.00 35.00
18.39 5.00 15.00 10.00 25.00

1840 to ’49 New 1.10 1.25 New 1.50



1132 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPjEDIA

Appboximatb Vabites—

C

tm<inu«d. Dollars.

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1850 New $1.25 New, $1.76
1851 $10.00 20.00 $20.00 to 35.00
1852 16.00 25.00 25.00 40.00
1853 1.25 1.50 1.75 2.76

1854 3.58 6.00 5.00 9.00

1855 3.00 5.00 4.00 7.00
185« 1.50 2.00 3.00 5.00

1857 1.25 1.75 2.25 3.75

1858 10.00 20.00 15.00 35.00
ia59 to ’69, inc., New 1.25 New 1.75

1870 to '81, Pfs. 1.15 1.25 Pfs. 1,26 to 1.75

UNITED STATES HALF DOLLARS.

(GOOD TO1 FINE.)

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1794 $2.00 to $5.00 $4.00 to $10.00
1795 .55 .75 .65 1.25

1796 15.00 40.00 35.00 65.00
1797 15.00 30.00 35.00 65.00
1801 1.00 2.00 2.50 6.00
1802 1.00 2.00 2.50 6.00
1803 .52 .75 .60 1.50

1805 .52 .75 ;60 1.25

1
1806 .51 .60 .60 1.00
1807 .51 .60 .60 1.00

1808 .50 .60 .60 .75

1809 .50 .60 .60 .75

1810 .50 .60 .60 .76

1
1811 .50 .60 .60 .75

1812 .60 .60 .60 .75

1813 .50 .60 .60 .75

1814 .50 .60 .60 .75

1815 2.00 4.00 4.00 8.00
1817 .50 .55 .55 .65

1818 ,50 .55 .55 .65

1819 .50 .56 .65 .65
1 1820 to 1835 .50 .55 A5 .65

1836 Lettered Edge .50 .55 A5 .65

1836 Reeded Edge 2.00 S.OO 3.00 5.00
1838 Pbila. Mint .50 .52 .56 .65

f

1838 Orleans Mint 2.50 5.00 5.00 10.00

1839 to ’50 AO .53 .55 .65

[. 1851 .55 .65 .65 1.00
1852 2.00 3.00 3.00 6.00

V 1853 Arrows .50 .52 .65 .60

1
1853 No Arrows 5.00 15.00 10.00 25.00

h 1854 to ’82 .50 .55 A5 .75

'

UNITED STATES QUARTER DOLLARS.

(GOOD TO FIMB.)

i
Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1796 $1.00 to $3.00 $2.00 to $5.00
1804 .75 3.00 1.25 5.00
1805 .30 .50 .40 .75

1806 AO AO .40 .75
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Approximate Values

—

Continued. Quarter Dollars.

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1815 .35 .76 .50 1.50

1818 .26 .50 .35 .75

1819 .26 .50 .35 .75

1820 .26 .60 .35 .75

1821 .26 .50 .35 .75

1822 .26 .50 .35 .75

1823 25.00 50.00 40.00 75.00

1824 .26 .60 .35 .75

1825 .26 .50 .35 .75

1827 10.00 60.00 60.00 100.00

1828 .26 ..•iO .35 .50

1831 .25 .30 .30 .40

1832 .25 .30 .30 .40

1833 .25 .30 .30 .40

1834 .25 .30 .30 .40

1835 .25 .30 .30 .40

1836 .25 ..30 .30 .40

1837 .25 .30 .30 .40

1838 .25 .30 .30 .40

1839 .25 .30 .30 .40

1840 to ’52 .25 ..30 .30 .40

1853 Arrows .25 .30 .30 .40

1853 No Arrows 2.00 4.00 4.00 8.00

1869 to ’82 .25 .30 .30 .40

UNITED STATES TWENTY CENT PIECES,

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1874 Proof (pattern) $5.00 to $10.00 $10.00 to $20.00

1875 Unc’d .25 .30 .35 .50

1875 Proof .35 .40 .50 .75

1876 Unc’d .25 .30 .35 .50

1876 Proof .35 .40 .50 .75

1877 Proof 1.50 2.00 2.75 4.00

1878 Proof 1.60 2.00 2.50 4.00

(N. B.—No other dates coined.)

UNITED STATES DIMES.

(GOOD TO FINE.)

1796

Paying Prices.

$1.00 to $3.00

Selling Prices.

$2.00 to $6.00

1797 (16 stars) 2.00 4.00 4.00 8.00

1797 (13 stars) 2.60 4.50 4.50 8.50

1798 1.00 2.00 2.00 4.50

1800 2.00 4.00 4.00 8.00

1801 1.00 3.00 2.00 6.00

1802 1.00 3.00 2.00 6.00

1803 1.00 3.00 2.00 6.00

1804 2.00 5.00 4.00 10.00

1805 .15 .50 .25 1.50

1807 .15 .50 .25 1.50

1809 .15 .50 .25 1.50

1811 .25 .75 .50 2.00

1814 .10 .25 .15 .50

1820 .10 .25 .15 .50

1821 .10 .26 .15 .50

1822 1.00 3.00 2.00 6.00

1133
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Approximate Values—

C

ontinued. Dimes.

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1823 .10 .25 .15 .50

1824 .10 .25 .15 .50

1825 to ’29 .10 .15 .15 .50

1830 to ’39 .10 .15 .15 .60

1840 to ’45 .10 .16 .15 .60

1846 .50 1.00 1.00 2.00

1847 to ’59 (Proofs) .15 .25 .50 .75

1860 to ’81 (Proofs) .15 .25 .25 .40

UNITED STATES HALF DIMES.

(GOOD TO FINE.)

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1794 $1.00 to W.OO $2.50 to $5.00

1795 .25 .75 .50 2.00

1796 1.00 2.00 2.00 5.00

1797 1.00 2.00 2.00 5.00

1800 .25 .75 .50 1.50

1801 .50 1.50 1.00 4.00

1802 10.00 50.00 20.00 75.00

1803 .50 1.50 1.00 3.00

1805 .75 3.00 2.00 6.00

1829 to ’45 .05 .10 .10 .20

1846 .50 1.00 1.25 2.00

1847 to ’59 .10 .15 .10 .20

1860 to ’81, Proofs .10 .15 .20 .35

UNITED STATES SILVER THREE CENT PIECES.

(UKCIKCULATED.)

1851

Paying Prices.

.10 to .15

Selling Prices.

$ .15 to $ .25

1852 .10 .15 .15 .25

1853 .10 .15 .15 .25

1854 .10 .15 .15 .25

1855 .15 .25 .25 .75

1856 to ’62 .10 .15 .15 .25

1863 to ’73 .25 .50 .50 1.00

(1874 to 1882 iDclosive, none coined.)

NICKEL COINAGE.

In 1866, Congress authorized the issue of the Nickel Five

Cent Piece, to weigh 77.16 grains, and the alloy to consist of

three-fourths copjier, and one-fourth nickel. The device on the

Obverse, a large figure “5,” surrounded by a circle of thirteen

stars, separated from each other by rays. Legend: “united
STATE-S OF AMERICA.” Exergue : “cents.” Reverse: A
United States shield, with olive branches over-hanging, aliove

the shield, a stubby crossj at the lower end, and protruding
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from back of shield, two crossed arrows. Legend ;
“ in god

WE TRUST.” Exergue: “1866.” This Five Cent nickel piece

represents the metric system
;
being two centimetres in diameter,

and weighing five grammes.

FIVE CENT NICKEL PIECE.

In 1867, the rays from the Obverse were omitted, and since

then the Five Cent nickel pieces have borne the same device

unchanged, with the exception of date of issue on the Exergue

of the Reverse.

In 1865, Congress ordered the issue of Three Cent Nickel

Pieces, to be composed of an alloy of seventy-five per cent, copper

and twenty-five per cent, nickel, and to weigh thirty grains.

Obverse : Female head, facing to the left, with bandeau bear-

ing the inscription: “liberty.” Legend: “united states

OF AMERICA.” Exergue : “1865.” Reverse: The large

THREE CENT NICKEL PIECE.

Roman numerals: “III,” inclosed by an olive branch wreath.

With the exception of the year 1877, this Three Cent nickel

piece has been regularly issued up to the present day, replacing

with each year’s issue the date on the Exergue of the Obverse.

In 1856, there was coine<l a small Nickel Cent, bearing on

Obverse an eagle flying across the field. Legend :
“ united

STATES OF AMERICA.” Exergue : “1856.” Reverse: “one



1136 DYE'S COIN ENCYCLOPAEDIA. I

CENT,” inclosed by a tobacco wreath. Weight: 72 grains.

The composition of an alloy eighty-eight parts copper, and

twelve parts nickel. As a limited number of this Nickel Cent

were struck, they have already become very scarce, and at a high

premium with coin collectors. (See price list.)

ONE CENT NICKEL PIECE.

In 1857 and 1858 no change was made, with the exception

of date in Exergue of the respective year of iasue.

In 1859, a change was made in the Obverse, the eagle was

exchanged for a beautiful Indian head, wearing a coronet of

feathers, with “liberty” engraved around their base. Legend

:

“united states of AMERICA.” Exergue: “1859.” Upon
the Reverse the tobacco wreath gave place to an oak wreath,

and the letters on the inscription, “one cent,” were enlarged.

The alloy was continued, eighty-eight per cent, copper, and

twelve per cent, nickel, retaining yet the former weight.

.—-ONE CENT nickel PIECE.

In 1860, the Obverse remained as before, but oi, che Reverse

an addition, an oak wreath instead of laurel
;
arrows at the base to

one cent nickel piece.
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the right, and olive leaves to the left, fastened together by a

ribbon, tied in a loose knot; a small Unite<l States shield was

also placed on the top, just above the inscription “one cent."

In 1864, Congress ordered a change in the Cent from nickel

to bronze, reducing its weight from 72 grains to 48 grains.

BRONZE COINAGE.
In 1864 Congress ordered a new alloy for the coinage of

Two and One Cent pieces, to consist of ninety-five per cent, of

copper and five per cent, of tin and zinc. Weight : 96 grains,

and 48 grains respectively.

Two Cent Bronze Piece. Obverse : Large figure “2," below

in a semi-circle, “cents," surrounded by a wheat wreath.

Legend: “UNITED states OF AMERICA." Reverse: A large

United States shield, with olive branches overhanging. Above

the shield a scroll with the motto, “IN GOD WE trust,” ujkiu

it. Exerguo: “ 1864.”

two CENTS, BRONZE.

No change whatever was made in this coinage down to 1873,

when, by act of Congress, the issue of the Two Cent Bronze

Piece was discontinued.

ONE CENT BRONZE PIECE.

In 1864, Congress duly authorized the coinage of the Bronze

Cent, ordering its weight to be made 48 grains, and the alloy

to contain ninety-five j)er cent, copper, and five per cent, of tin

and zinc. Obverse: An American Indian’s head, wearing a

coronet of feathers, with “liberty” inscribed around their

base. Legend: “united states of America.” Exergue:

“1864.” Reverse; Inscription, “one cent," surrounded by

3U
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an oak-leaf wreath, arrows at the base of wreath, their points

lacing to the right, to left of which are olive leaves, tied to-

gether with a loose knot, and a bow of a ribbon; above the in-

st^iption a small United States shield is placed.

ONE CENT, BRONZE.

No change has since taken place in device, with the exception

of date of year of issue ap{)earing each successive year to this

present date.

Approximate Fictitious Values of the United States

Nickel and Bronze Coinages,

united states nickel five cent pieces.

Paying Prices. Selling Prioea.

1866 to '82, Unc’d .06 to .10 .10 to .15

1865 to '82, Proofs .10 .20 .25 .40

UNITED STATES THREE CENT NICKEL PIECES.

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1865 to '82, Unc'd .04 to .10 .10 to .25

1865 to '82, Proofs .08 .12 .15 .20

UNITED states BRONZE TWO CENT PIECES.

Paying Price*. Selling Price*.

1864 to '71, Unc’d .03 to .05 .05 to .10

1871 Proofs .06 .15 .10 .35

1872 “ .10 .15 .20 .50

1873 “
. .76 1.00 1.26 1.75

UNITED states NICKEL CENTS.

Paying Price*. Selling Price*.

1856 Poor ..’>0 to .75 $1.00 to $1.25

1856 Good .75 1.25 1.2,5 1.75

1856 Fine 1.00 1.50 2.00 2.25

1&')6 Unc’d 1.25 1.75 2.00 3.00

1856 Proof 1.75 2.00 3.00 3.75

1857 to '64, Unc’d .03 .05 .06 .20

1864 Proofs .10 .50 .25 1.00

united states bronze cents.

Paying Price*. Selling Price*.

.01 to .02 .02 to .06

.05 .10 .10 .20
186< to '82

1882 Proof*
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COPPER COINS.

In 1787 the United States Congress assembled in Philadel-

phia, Pennsylvania, but possessing as yet no National Mint,

entered into a contract with Mr. James Jarvis to furnish three

hundred tons of copper coins. Mr. Jarvis had them struck at

a coining establishment in New Haven, in the State of Con-
necticut. On the 6th of July, 1787, the government ordered

that its copper cent should bear the following device: Obvepc,
a sun dial in the centre, shone upon by the sun from above.

Legend: “ fugio,” “ 1787.” Exergue: “mind your busi-

ness.” Reverse: A circle formed of thirteen small rings, rep-

resenting the original number of States
;

this large circle of
thirteen rings incloserl a double circle in which was inscribed

:

“united states,” and inside of that smaller circle :
“ we are

ONE.” 1 his copper cent lieing the first legally authorized coin

of the Government of the United States of America.

In the same year “ states united ” on Reverse was changed
to “united states.”

On April 2, 1792, the United States Mint was established.

In 1792 the weight of the large Cent was fixed at 264 grains.

BARGE pattern CENT.

Obverse: A head, facing right, hair unconfined, floating

backward in heavy flowing locks. Ivegend :
“ liberty

PARENT OF SCIENCE & INDUSTRY.” Within the legend and
beneath the head the date 1792. On the fxjint of the shoulder

of the device an inscription in small letters: “birch.”
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Reverse : A wreath, two laurel branches crossed at the lower

ends and tied with a ribbon
;
within the wreath a plain circle

inclosing a central held bearing the inscription: “one cent”
in two lines. Legend :

“ united states of America.” Ex-

ergue: 100 - Border, milled; Edge, sometimes plain, or else

Inscribed :
“ TO BE esteemed be useful.” On other speci-

mens the same inscriptions, lacking the first mullet, and having

a l|pf each side the other. Size, 21 ;
weight, 217 to 286 grains.

Extremely rare.

There is a tradition that the head on the Disme and Half

Disme, also that upon the large Pattern Cent, were intended

to represent Martha Washington. The attempt, if any was

made, was an evident failure, as the faces differ very much in

expression
;
however, the subject may have been as supposed

and idealized by the artist.

THE EAGLE PATTERN CENT.

Obverse : A head, facing right, hair bound by a fillet and

knotted behind the head. Legend : Above the head “ liberty.”

Exergue: Beneath the head the date 1792.

Reverse : A large eagle, standing upon the crown of a hemi-

sphere, wings upraised, fronting to the right, but with the head

turned, looking left. Legend :
“ united states of America.”

Border, ornamented with 87 small rtars; edge, reeded
;
size, 18 ;

weight, 175J grains. Two specimens struck
;
one is in the mint

at Philadelphia.

THE SMALL PATTERN CENT.

Obverse: A head, facing right, hair unconfined, floating

backward in flowing locks. Legend :
“ liberty parent of

SCIENCE & INDUST:” Exergue: Beneath the head the date

1792.

Reverse : A wreath, two olive branches crossed at the lower

ends and tied with a ribbon
;
within the wreath a field bearing

an inscription :
“ one cent ” in two lines. lAJgend :

“ united
STATES OF AMERICA.” Exergue

: iSo- Border, milled
;
Edge,

reeded; size, 14; weight, 65 grains. Extremely rare.
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A pattern was also made from these last-described dies, the

piece being finished with a silver plug of small size in the

centre. This was calletl The Silver Centre Cent. Weight

;

59 grains.

In 1793, a new Copper Cent appeared. Weight: 208 grains.

This cent was issued from the United States Mint, Philadelphia,

in three distinct forms. First. Known as tiie “ Chain-Ceut.”

CHAiN CENT, COPPER,

Obverse : Bustof Liberty, flowing hair. I^egend :
“ liberty.”

E.Kergue: “1793.” Reverse: A circle composed of fifteen

links, forming a chain. Inscription: “one cent ilo” Le-

gend : “united states of AMERICA.”

Second, Known as the “ Wreath Cent,”

WREATH CENT, COPPER.

Obverse: BustofLiberty, hair flowing. Legend: “liberty.”
Exergue: “1793.” Reverse: A wreath with berries, the

stems of wreath tied in a bow with a ribbon. Inscription

:

“one CENT.” Legend :“ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,” Ex-
ergue: “iSo.”

Third. Known as the “Liberty-Cap Cent.^

Obverse: Bust of Liberty, loose hair; over the left shoulder

of Liberty is a staff, surmounted by a liberty-cap. Legend

:
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“liberty.” Exergue: “1793.” Reverse: Same as the pre-

ceding one.

LIBERTY-CAP CEXT, COPPER.

In 1794 and 1795, no change \va.s made in the device.

On January 26th, 1796, President Washington issued a Proc-

lamation, that “on account of the increased price of copf>er,

and the expense of coinage,” the copj>er Cent be re<luced to 7

ilwts., or 168 grains, and the Half-Cent in proportion. By
authority of Act of Congress, March 3d, 1795.

COPPER CENT OF 1796.

Part of the issue of the Cents of 1796 bore a new device.

Obverse: Bust of Liberty, hair tied with a ribbon; the liberty-

cap and staff were dropped during this year, and the bust was

partly draped. Reverse remained unchanged.

COPPER CENT OF 1808.
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From 1797 to 1807, inclusive, no change was made in the de-

vice; but towards the close of that year a change was pro-

jK)sed, and carried into effect in 1808; cents of the new device

were struck with Exergue “ 1808.”

In 1809, an obverse head of Liberty; forehead encircled by a

band, “liberty” inscribed upon it, surrounded by thirteen

stars. Exergue: “1809.” Reverse: Wreath in a circular

garland inclosing the words “one cent.” No change took

place during the issues of 1808 to 1814, inclusive.

In 1815, no cent pieces were coined.

COPPER CENT OF 1816.

In 1816 and part of 1817, the Reverse of 1808 was slightly

changed, a larger wreath appearing.

In October, 1817, a slight change was made only on the Ob-

verse : The thirteen stars in Legend became fifteen.

In 1823, a limited number of cents were coined for circulation.

Down to 1825, no change was made in these Cents, except in

the Exergue of the respective years of issue; the dates appear

in somewhat irregular size, large and small.

In 1826, on the Obverse, the head of Liberty underwent a

slight change; the loose, flowing hair was made up into a double

knot
;
the rest remained as heretofore.

From 1827 down to 1838, the issues were uniform with that

of 1826.

In 1839, four varieties appeared
;
one had the hair of head

of Liberty tie<l with a cord
;
the second had lieads instead of

cord; the third head of Liberty reducerl considerably in size;

and the fourth had a still smaller and more artistic bust.
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From 1840, down to 1844, the dates of the respective years

of issue appear in large or small figures, otherwise no change

occurred.

From 1845 to 1854, very little change was made.

In 1855, the dates are in a straight and some in a slanting

line, while 1856 are straight figures.

In 1857, the last of the copi>er cents were issued, resembling

those of 1856.

IIALF-CENT PIECES.

COPPER HALF-CENT OF 1793.

The first Half-Cent was issutnl in 1793, having on Obverse:

Bust of Liberty, facing to the left; staff surmouutetl by lil)erty-

cap over right shoulder. lA>gend : “i-iberty.” Exergue:

“1793.” Reverse: Inscription: “half CENT,” surrounded

by a wreath, tied with a ribbon. Weight: 132 grains.

COPPER HALF-CENT OF 1794.

In 1794 and 1795, similar device to that of 1793; but face

of Lil)erty facing to the right. Weight: 104 grains.

In 1796, according to Proclamation of January 26th, of that

year, the weight of the Ilalf-Cent was rcduce<l to 84 grains.

In 1796 and 1797, the Half-Cent bore the device of 1794;

but was reiluced in weight to 84 grains.

In 1798 and 1799 no Half-Cents were is.sued.

In 1800, a slight change on the Obverse was made, the hair
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of the head of Liberty tied with a ribbon, instead of loose, flow-

ing hair. In 1801, no Half-Cents were coinetl.

CX)PPER HALF-CENT OF 1800.

In 1802, and down to 1807 inclusive, the Half-Cents bore

the same device.

In September, 1809, a new device made its appearance, the

bust of Liberty assumed a matronly look, and this device was

retained till 1811, inclusive.

COPPER HALF-CENT OF 1809.

From 1812 down to 1824, inclusive, no Half-Cents were

coined.

In 1825 and 1826, the device of the cents of same years

appeared. In 1827, no Half-Cents were coined.

In 1828 the Half-Cent appeared with thirteen, and with

twelve stars as on Obverse. In 1830, no Half-Cents were

coined.

In 1831, Obverse same. From 1833 to 1836, inclusive,

same device.

In 1837, and up to 1848, the Half-Cent was not coined

except a few as patterns.

In 1849 the device of the Half-Cent was the same as for cents.

Obverse: Head of Liberty, having the hair tied behind in a

double knot, and being crowne<l with a tiara, upon the front of

which the word “liberty” is inscribed.
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HALF-CENT, COPPER.

Reverse: Unchanged, the original device being ase<l.

In 1850 and 1851 the device of 1849 was used. In 1852

no Half-Cents were coined for circulation.' In 1853, 1854,

1855, 1856 and 1857 the same device was used. By Act of

Congress, February 21, 1857, the coinage of the Half-Cent was

discontinued.

Valuation of Copper Coins.

UNITED STATES CENTS.

(GOOD TO FINE.)

1793 Wreath

Paying Prices.

$1.00 to $2.50

Selling Prices.

$1.75 to $5.00
1793 Chain 1.25 3..50 2.00 6.00
1793 Lib. Cap 1.75 4.00 3.50 8.00

1794 .05 .25 .15 .75

1795 .10 .50 .20 1.25

1796 .10 .50 .20 1.00

1797 ' .05 .25 .10 .75

1798 .02 .15 .10 .50

1799 2.50 25.00 3.00 50.00
1800 .02 .15 .10 .75

1801 .03 .20 .10 .50

1802 .02 .15 .10 .50

1803 .01 .10 .03 .25

1804 1.50 6.00 3.00 12.00

1805 .05 .50 .15 1.00

1806 .10 .75 .20 1.60

1807 .02 .25 .10 .50

1808 .06 .25 .15 .76

1809 .50 1.00 1.00 2.50
1810 .02 .10 .05 .50

1811 .10 .50 .25 1.75

1812 .02 .15 .10 .35

1813 .05 .25 .15 1.00
1814 .02 .15 .05 .35

1816 to '20, Each .01 .05 .02 .25

1821 .03 .15 .10 .50

1822 .01 .05 .03 .20

1823 .05 .25 .10 .50

1824 .03 .20 .10 .35

1825 to '49, Each .01 .05 .03 .15

1850 to ’56, Each .01 .02 .02 .10

1857 .05 .25 .15 .50
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UNITED STATES HALF-CENTS.

1793

Paying Prices.

$0.50 to $1.00

Selling Prices.

$1.00 to $3.00
1794 .10 .35 .50 1.00

1795 .10 .50 .50 1.50

1796 2.50 10.00 5.00 25.00
1797 .10 .25 .25 .75

1800 .02 .10 .10 .35

1802 .25 .75 .75 2.00

1803 .02 .10 .05 .25

1804 .01 .05 .03 .15

1805 .03 .10 .10 .25

1806 .03 .10 .10 .25

1807 .02 .05 .08 .20

1808 .02 .05 .08 .20

1809 .01 .05 .05 .10

1810 .05 .10 .15 .30

1811 .25 .50 .50 1.50
1825 to ’29 .01 .02 .02 .05

1831 3.00 4.00 5.00 7.00
1832 to ’35 .01 .02 .02 .05

1836 3.00 4.00 5.00 7.00

1840 to ’48 3.00 4.00 6.00 7.00
1849 Small date 2.00 3.00 4.00 6.00
1849 Large date
1850 aud ’51

.01 .03 .03 .10

.01 .02 .03 .10

1852 3.00 4.00 6.00 7.00
1853 to ’57 .01 .03 .03 .10

VALUATION OF AMERICAN COLONIAL COINS.

(GOOD TO FINE.)

Paying Prices. Selling Prices.

1652 Pine Tree Shilling $ .50 to $2.00 $1.00 to $4.00
1662 Pine Tree Six Pence .50 2.00 1.00 4.00
1652 Pine Tree Three Pence 1.00 3.00 2.00 5.00
1652 Pine Tree Two Pence 1.00 2.00 2.00 4.00
1652 Oak Tree Shilling 1.00 2.00 2.00 4.00
1652 Oak Tree Six Pence 1.00 200 2.00 4.00
1652 Oak Tree Two Pence 1.00 2.00 2.00 4.00
1783 Annapolis Shilling 1.00 2.00 2.00 4.00
1722 Rosa .\mericana Penny .25 2.00 .50 3.00
1723 Rosa Americana Penny .25 1.50 .50 2.75
1722 Rosa Americana Halfpenny .25 1.50 .60 2.75
1723 Rosa Americana Halfpenny .25 1.75 .60 2.75
1722 Rosa Americana Farthing .50 1.75 1.00 2.75
1723 Rosa Americana Farthing .50

1783 and 1785 Nova Constellatio
1.75 1.00 2.75

Penny .05 .25 .10 .50
1721 Louisiana Cent .25 .50 .50 1.00
1722 Louisiana Cent .25 .50 .50 1.00
1767 Louisiana Cent “ R. F.”
1767 Louisiana Cent without

.25 .25 .50 1.00

“ R. F.” .10 .25 .25 .75
1773 Virginia Halfpenny .10 .25 .15 .50
1783 Georgius Triumpho .50 1.00 .75 2.00
1787 Immunis Columbia 1.00 3.00 2.00 6.00
1787 Nova Eborac .10 .50 .15 1.00

U. S. A. Bar cent .75 1.50 1.50 3.00
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Valuation of American Colonial Coins— C<m/inu«<£.

Paying Prices. Selling Pricea.

1787 Auctori Plebis $ .75 $1.50 $1.50 3.00
1785 Vermontis Cent .25 1.25 .50 2.50
1786 Vermontensimn .15 .50 .25 1.25
1787 VermoD Auctori .05 .25 .10 .50
1788 Vermon Auctori .10 .25 .25 .50
1786 Auctori Vermon, baby head .05 .15 .15 .30
1785 Connecticut Cent .05 .15 .15 .30
1786 Connecticut Cent .05 .15 .15 .30
1787 Connecticut Cent .02 .10 .05 .15
1788 Connecticut Cent .05 .15 .10 .25
1786 New Jersey Cent .05 .15 .10 .30
1787 New Jersey Cent .03 .10 .05 .26
1788 New Jersey Cent .10 .40 .25 .75
1788 New Jersey Cent, horse

head left .75 2.00 2.00 3.50
1787 Massachusetts Cent .10 .25 .25 .75
1788 Massachusetts Cent .10 .20 .25 .70
1787 Massachusetts lialf-Cent .50 .75 1.00 1.75
1788 Massachusetts Ilalf-Cent .50 .75 1.00 1.75
1781 North American Token .05 .15 .15 ..35

1787 Franklin or Fueio Cent .05 .25 .15 .50
Kentucky Cent, thin planchet .75 1.00 1.25 1.50
Kentucky Cent, thick planchet .75 1.00 1.25 1.75

1794 and 1795 New York
Token .10 .20 .25 .50

Elephant Penny, [Carolina] 10.00 50.00 20.00 100.00
1760 Voce Populi Halfpence .05 .15 .15 .35

1722 Wood Half Penny and
Farthing .02 .10 .05 .26

1723 Wood Halfpenny and
Farthing .02 .10 .05 .26

1724 Wood Half Penny and
Farthing .10 .15 .25 .60

1776 Continental Currency,
tin .25 .50 1.00 3.00

1776 Pitt Token .25 ..50 .75 1.50

Columbia Token .03 .15 .10 .26

Sommers Island 25.00 50.00 50.00 100.00
Rhode Island Piece, brass .25 .50 .50 1.00

Mark Newby Half Penny .25 1.15 .60 2.00

1787 Excelsior New York Cent 5.00 15.00 15.00 35.00

NUMISMATIC COIN AND MEDAL SCALES.

For the benefit of those collectors desirous of having the

Coin and Medal Scales used by numismatists, we add illustra-

tions of two different methods. The French measure of the

diameter of a coin or medal is by millimeters, as in No. 2.

American scale is four inches divided into sixteenths. A com-

mon rule will answer to measure the diameter by the American

scale.
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AMERICAN SCALE.

This scale was invented by Mr. E. Mason, Jr., the well

known numismatist of Philadelphia, and has but recently come

into use.

M
100

( Millxintter*.)

FRENCH SCALE.

Divided in millimeters. Used by European numismatists

generally, as more convenient to sizes of the foreign medals

which are generally odd, as: 17, 19, 21, etc., while American

sizes are even, as : 18, 20, 22, etc.



APPENDIX.
History of the Recently Discovered Confederate
Silver Half Dollar, by E. Mason, Jr., Numismatist.

STRUCK BY C. S. A., AT NEW ORLEANS MINT, APRIL, 1861.

It has been believed and recorded as an historical fact that

the Southern Confederacy had no metallic currency. After a

lapse of eighteen years, evidence now presents itself to show

that four coins were struck off at the New Orleans Mint while

that place was in the pos.seasion of the Confederate government.

This discovery has been brought about by an article prepared

by us for the Philadelphia Public Record, and inserted in that

paj>er January 2d, 1879, under the caption of “ A Craze for

Coins,” which gave the fancy prices placed upon rare pieces.

A few days subsequently to the publication, we receiver! a

communication from B. F. Taylor, M. D., the Secretary and

Trea.surer of the Ijouisiana State Board of Health, giving the

information that he had a Conferlerate coin in his pos.session.

In reply, we wrote for a lead pencil rubbing of the piece, at

the same time expressing a doubt as to the existence of any

genuine coins of the Confederate States. The return mail

brought a rubbing of the coin.

The obverse has the Gorldess of Liberty with the thirteen

stars, representing the States from which the Confwleracy

originated, and the date, “ 1861.” On the reverse a liberty-cap,

(1150)
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beneath which is the American shield, the union of the latter

containing seven stars, representing the seven seceding States,

the whole being surrounded with a wreath of sugar cane and

cotton in bloom, and the motto “ Confederate States of America.”

Early in April, Mr. Taylor sent us the original coin together

with the obverse die, requesting us to make public the existence

of a Confederate coin, and set at rest the long disputed question

concerning the issue of coins by the Confederate States during

the civil rebellion. It was Mr. Taylor’s desire that the coin

and die should become the property of some historical or

numismatic association, but private enterprise far outbid all

offers from scientific bodies to possess the coveted prize. Not-

withstanding the extraordinary and extensive advertising done

to secure a purchaser willing to remunerate the owner fora con-

siderable outlay of money, and visits by the writer to various

parts of the country to exhibit the coin and die, and presenta-

tion of the most convincing and irrefragible proofs of genuine-

ness in the shape of documents, affidavits, published “Acts and

Resolutions ” of the C. S. A., issued during February and March,

1861, at Montgomery, Alabama, yet this almost unique coin,

and equally interesting (though old and rusty) die from which

the coin was struck, were sacrificed fora few hundred dollars to

an enterprising coin dealer in New York. The United States

government took a far greater interest in the subject than numis-

matists and historians generally, as the subjoined correspondence

taken from the A’eio Orleans Picayune, of April 9th, 1879, which

we think of sufficient interest to reprint, w’ill amply testify to.

Confederate Archives.

The following correspondence in relation to the history of the

Mint in this city while it was under the control of the Con-

federate States government will be found interesting:

War Department,
Adjutant-General’s Office,

Washington, March 27th
,
1879.

Dr. B. F. Taylor, New Orleans, La. :

Dear Sir; The inclosed circulars will explain to you the nature of the duties

upon which I am now engaged

;
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I beg to refer you to my friends, Generals Beauregard and Hood, and Captain

Pierce of your city, for ray service in the Confederate array. I would like to

have from you for file with the Confederate archives, a letter stating when and
where you were appointed chief coiner of the Confederate States Mint, instruc-

tions received, copies of originals of any official papers, sketches, descriptions,

etc., of all the coins made, etc. This will make a valuable addition to Confed-

erate history, and I know no one but you can give it.

Very truly, yours,

Marcus J. Wright.

New Orleans, La., April 7tk, 1879.

To Hon. Marcus J. Wright :
«

Dear Sir : Your favor requesting a statement of the history of the New
Orleans Mint, in reference to the coinage under the Confederate government, is

received.

That institution was turned over by the State of Louisiana the last of Feb-

ruary, 1861, to the Confederate States of America, the old officers being retained

and confirmed by the government, viz. : Wm. A. Elmore, Superintendent; A.

J. Guirot, Treasurer; M. F. Bonzano, M. D., Melter and Refiner; and Howard
Millspaugh, Assayer.

In the month of April orders were issued by Mr. Memminger, Secretary of

the Trea.sury, to the effect that designs for half dollar coins should be submitted

to him for approval.

Among several sent, the one approved bore on the obverse of the coin a repre-

sentation of the Goddess of Liberty, surrounded by thirteen stars, denoting the

thirteen States from whence the Confederacy sprung, and on the lower rim the

figures 1861.

On the reverse there is a shield with seven stars, representing the seceding

States; above the shield is a liberty-cap, and entwined around it stalks of sugar

cane and cotton. The inscription is, “ Confederate States of America.” The dies

were engraved by A. H. M. Peterson, engraver and die sinker, who is now liv-

ing in Commercial Place They were prepared for the coining press by Conrad

Schmidt, foreman of the coining room (who is still living), from which four

pieces only were struck.

About this period an order came from the Secretary suspending operations ou

account of the difficulty of obtaining bullion, and the Mint was closed April

30th, 1861.

Of the four pieces mentioned one was sent to the government, one presented

to Prof. Biddle, of the University of Louisiana, one sent to Dr. E. Ames, of New
Orleans, the remaining one being retained by myself. Upon diligent inquiry I

am unable to find but one piece besides my own, that being in the pos.session

of a Confederate officer of this city, who transmits it to his son as a souvenir of

his father’s services in the Confederate cause.

So soon as copies are made I will take pleasure in sending you a specimen for

the archives you represent.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. Taylor, M. D.,

Formerly Chief Coiner C. S. A.
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