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HAREM LIFE.

CHAPTER L

NorwrrusranpiNg the sudden demise of Is-
maeb Pacha’s daughter, and the intense heat
of the'scason, we -passed the festival of the
Grand Bairam (Courban), held in cclebration
of the three days’ pilgrimage to Mecca, in the
Harem at Gebzire. I should have observed
that there are two festivals called Baivam ;
the other, named .A'idjitr, corresponds to our
New Yeai"s.D.a.y. On the former occasion,
and the festival I am about to describe,
all the' shops kept by Turks are invariably
closed, and both they and the Egyptians dress

- themselves in new attire, feast most immode-

* VOL. II. B



2 IHAREM LIFE,

ately, sacrifice Ydibs (the scraps of which,
atter thc) have finished their repast, are given
to the poor), pay visits to one another, as also
do the inmates of the Harems.

Well, this festival, so anxionsly leoked for-
ward to by the Peris of the Viceregal Harem,
began on the Monday, and continued until the
following Wednesday until sunset; during the
whole of which period the sound,” thc sight, of
fez. girdle, robe, and ‘scimitar, and tawny skins
awoke contending thoughts of surprise, astonish-
ment, and wonder in my mind.

On the Sunday night, three large fat sheep,
which would have done credit to the show
of cattle I Baker Street at Christmas time,
with their horns gilded and blue ribbons tied
round their necks, were brought into the court-
vard of the Ilarem. Early on' the Monday
morning, between three and four o'clock, they
were killed, and their blood besprinkled on the
posts and thresholds of every cuter door.  The
sight made my heart heave ‘again. Then they
were cut up_ and cooked, the greater portion
of them being cut into steaks, and broiled
upon live charcoal, portions of which were
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distributed * to every person in, about, and in

the vicinity of the Harem. .

At the doors of each apartment were placed
Scévres china bowls of sour milk, and custards
on trays, when every one as they entered took
some of them, and helped themselves to the
Turkish sweetmeats, bowbons, cakes, fruit, &e.

In fact, the whole time from morning to
night was one continual sccne of gourmandiz-
ing and paying visits. At five o’clock in the
morning the inmates of the Harem arrayed
themselves en grande toilette, and went to
pay their Highnesses the Princesses, the three
wives, a visit, at the same time presenting cach
with a gift, the value of which they returned
tenfold by bestowing baksheesh, in the shape
of sums of money, jewellery, and dresses, upon
them.  When dresses were given, they in-
vaviably comprised threc muslins and a silk
onc.  Upon this occasion I took the Grand
Pacha_ with me into their Highnesses' rooms,
when they all saluted her with the expres-
sion, “ Bairum Madame,” and each handed
me a small packet of paras, gold coins as

bakshcesh.
B2
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‘Her Highuess the Lady Paramount wore
upon this occasion a pink satin robe, trimmed
with black Jace and silver thread ribbon, with
full trousers of the same matcerial.  Around her
head was a white gauze handkerchief embroi-
dered with golil.  On her forchead she wore a
“tiara of large pansics in diamonds; round her
neck was a costly necklace of the same flowers
with emerald leaves, and large pear-shaped pearl
drops, as big as pigcon’s cggs, were suspended
from the centre. ller arms were ornamented
with two massive gold bracelets, on onc of
which, contrary to the express command of Ma-
homet, their Prophet, was the portrait of the
Viceroy Ismacl Pacha, dressed in his rich
Turkish uniform with fez set in brilliants,
which she very kindly took off and handed
to me. I looked at them some time, and when
I returned them Ilis Ilighness inquired of me
how I liked them? To which 1 replied that
they were Gucel! Guzel! “Beautiful! beauti-
ful!”

Her armlets were of large pear-shaped opals,
which hung suspended like drops, between which
was set a large diamond. On her little finger
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on the right hand, she wore a magnificent
sapphire ring, about the size of a waluut, and
on the same finger of the left was a rose pink
diamond ring. Her waist was encircled with
a gold band fastened with diamond clasps,
into which was tucked her gold watch en-
crusted with brilliants, the Albert chain of
which, an inch broad, was composed of dia-
monds and emeralds. The watch was fastened
to the side of the gold band by a gold watch
hook, attached to which was a very small silk-
bag, studded with brilliants, containing the keys
of her cash-box and jewel-cases, with which
she never parted by night or day. Her feet
were encased in pin'k silk stockings and high-
heeled embroidered white satin shoes. In her
left hand she carried a richly gold embroidered
muslin handkerchief, and in her right hand she
held a pink satin purse, more like a bag than
Anything glse, righly embroidered with pearls,
containing small gold Egyptian coins for bak-
sheesh..,

I must here observe that I have often seen
their IHighnesses amuse themselves by sticking
a number of these coins all over the Pacha’s
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face, and then sending him laughing out of
their apartment, and, as a matter of course,
they were eagerly picked off by the head nurse,
whose perquisite they became.

Her Highness the Princess Epouse, the
mother of my Prince, was attired in a rich blue
figured silk robe, trimnred with white lace and
silver thread, with a long train; full trousers
of the same material, high-hceled embroidered
satin shoes to match the dress. On her head
she had a small white crape handkerchicf,
elegantly embroidered” with blue silk and
silver, and round it was placed a tiara of
May blossoms in diamonds. She wore a neck-
lace to correspond, having large sapphire drops
hanging down on her neck. Her arms wcre
ornamented with three bracelets composed of
diamonds and sapphires, and an armlet entirely
of sapphires of almost priceless value. This
was pur excellence, the verigst bijou I had
yet seen amidst all the galaxy of jewcllery
of precious stones which adorned any of their
Highnesses’ persons, although at times my eyes,
when looking at the bedizened Peris arrayed in
all their gems, have become as dim as if I had
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been fixing them on the gorgeous noonday sun
in any castern clime. Im her bosom she wore
a brooch econtaining the Viceroy’s portrait
in European costume, with—hear it not, ye
Moslems !—a hat on, having two circles of
diamonds around it. Upon looking at it, it
recalled to my recolleetion Ben Jonson's cele-
brated lines i—

“ This fizzure that thou licre scest put,
1t is for Ismael Pacha cut;
Wherein the graver had a strife
With Nature to outdo the life:
O could he but have drawn his wit
As well in brass, as he hath hit
His face, the portrait would then surpass
All that was ever writ in brass:

But since he cannot, reader, look
Not on his picture, but in this book.”

On the little finger on her right hand she
wore a large bright yellow diamond ring, of
almost untold value, and on that of the left
an enormpous white diamond. Her waist was
encircled with. an_elastic gold band, having as
clasps. two crocodile heads in diamonds and
emeralds. Her gold watch, encircled with
brilliants, had appended to it an Albert chain
composed of sapphires and diamonds; to it was
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aftached a small gold bag, containing the keys
of her cash-box and jewel-cases, and in her left
band she held a small sky-blue satin bag em-
broidered with pearls, containing the gold coins
which she purposed distributing as baksheesh.
The third wife was attired in a similar manner,
except in a robe of different colour, as also were
the young Princesses, but all were wesplendently
ornamented with precious jewels.

The ladies of the Ilarem, and the whole of
the slaves, were dressed in the richest silks, and
were adorned with jewels, almost as costly as
those of their Highnesses.

It was to me rather a novel sight, to observe
that the German laundrymaid and necdle-
woman had, upon this occasion, dressed them-
selves up as Turkish houris. It is almost
impossible to conceive the nondescript figures
they cut in their bal masqué costume ; as, being
naturally very bad shapes, they looked more
like the scarecrow figures one is- accustomed to
see placed in corn-fields, to kecp the-crows
away ; and their awkward manner of imitating
the Turkish shufle was ludicrous in the
extreme.
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After T had paid my respects to them, I
returned with the Grand Pacha, and*handed
him over to Shaytan, who proceeded to dress
him en grande tenue. He wore black trousers,
striped with red, with a narrow slip of gold-
lace down each side. His coat was black,
richly embroidered with gold-lace, and orna-
mented gold. buttons. I then placed on each
of his shoulders a masgive gold epaulette,
buckled around his waist a gold band, which
was fastened with a diamond eclasp, in the shape
of a crescent, and from it daugled a diamond-
hilted sword. In the heels of his patent-leather
boots, were fastened gold spurs; and in each of
his pockets was placed a purse, filled with
paras, for baksheesh, which was invariably
called sish by the inmates of the Harem.

I then led him into the Grand Eunuch’s
apartment, which was fitted up on that occasion
as the Grand Avdience Hall; the hangings of
the doors and windows being of crimson silk ;
and the chairs and divans covered with the
same material.  There the Grand Pacha
held a levee of the Ministers of State, the
Consuls General, at which werc present the
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most distinguished military and naval officers,
as well as a host of the ¢lite of Turkish and
Egyptian ngblesse and the European com-
munity, .

His Highness, the Prince Ibrahim, was seated
on a divau, while I sat by his side, on the left,
plainly attired, as not the slightest intimation
had been given me that I should be called
upon to take part in this ceremony, which
was extremely fatiguing. All the Ministers of
State, the highest in rank taking preccdence,
advanced towards His Highness, kissed his right
hand, then placed their forcheads upon ity the
next in rank kissed both his hau(is, and then,
likewise, placed their forcheads upon it. To
their Iighnesses, the Princesses, jsindjuns of
the finest Japan china, placed in gold filigrec
zarfs, encrusted with precious stones, and filled
with coffee, were handed round, and pipes were
presented to those distinguished gucsts,

When this Besa los mangs, for it was. tanta-
mount to that ceremony at the court ofe Spain,
was over, the Grand Pacha Ibrahim, attended
by myself, the illegitimate sons of the Viccroy,
and the Ministers of State, proceeded with a
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brilliant éscort of infantry and their band, to
reccive the Viceroy Ismael Pacha, at the land-
ing-place of the Harem. Immediately on our
arrival, the band struck up the Sultan’s March,
and the Viceroy landed from his yacht.

On the promenade, facing tht Harem stairs,
close to the edge of the hill, stood the Prince,
myself, and. His Highness’s illegitimate sons,
on the right hand, with a host of attendants
behind, while the Ministers, &e. lined the left
side. As the Viceroy passed up this line, he
took the little Prince by his left hand, and
saluted the Ministers with his right, then,
dropping the Grand Pacha’s hand, I took hold
of it, and we walked by the side of the Viccroy
Ismael Pacha, up to the entrance gate of the
Harem, when the Ministers and officials saluted,
and went their way.

Entering the larem, the Viceroy stopped
at the outer gate, to take a few Oonbons
out of the gold filigree-basket, in which they
were placed, as also did the Prince and myself,
as it is customary for all visitors on that occa-
sion to partake of something on entering the
precincts of the Iarem.
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Then the Grand Emnuch and his corps,
dressed -in new richly-embroidered uniforms,
threw open the doors of the Stone Hall, that
most useful of all the rooms in this * Mansion
of Bliss,” and there stood, ranged in double
lines, like files of infantry, the whole retinue
of slaves, much more superbly attired than has
been already described in the transformation
scene, on Ilis Highness's first visit to the
Harem after my arrival. In short, they con-
stituted two such dazzling and brilliant lines
of sparkling jewels, as perhaps it never fell to
the lot of a European lady to behold.  There
stood upwards of two hundred women, with
their persons decorated with the most resplen-
dent precious stones which the mineral kingdom
had produced, and then you have a photographic
sketch of the appearance of these houris of the
East. And as the Viceroy walked slowly on,
according to his custom, betwyeen them, with
the Prince and myself, all salaamed him, at the
same time exclaiming, Bairam FEffendimiz!
“Bairam your Majesty!” at which His Iligh-
ness smiled, and waved his hand.

The Viceroy was received at the foot of the
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staircase by the Princesses, the three wives, to
each of whom 'he presented his right hand,
which they kissed. The steps of the grand-
staircase were lined on each side ‘by the ladies
of the ITarem; and Jibals, who also salaamed
the viceroy as he ascended, and the Princesses
as they followed. On Iis Highness reaching
the Audience Saloon, he sat down on the divan,
a lu Fwropéenne, while the Prince stood at his
knee, *

I had been particularly struck, on my first
introduction into the Ilarem, with the repug-
nance which the Grand Pacha Ibrahim in-
variably manifested when called upon to make
visits to the Baba, * father,” as the Viceroy was
familiarly termed in the Harem.  Notwith-
standing that Ilis Highness showed him the
greatest kindness and affection, still the Prince
did not appear to return it. I repeat «ppear,
for, as Illl]ﬂ are never very demonstrative, it
is a]umat lmpusaxblc to kuow when thLy are
p]easuj or vexed; so that their sayings and
doings are like thosc diplomatic avalanches
which are constantly taking place in all parts
of the Ottoman dominions. Whenever he
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approached his august parent, he cast his eyes
down upon the carpet. Sonietimes the little
Prince would hand things to him from off the
soofras, at others nothing could induce him to
do so. Whenever he addressed the Vieeroy,
he called him Efemdimiz, “Monseigneur,” but
the Baba designated his gon as plain Ibrahim.

Between the Grand Pacha and his sisters
there also existed a kind of restraint; as,
owing to the Prince being the only legitimate
son, the heir to the billionaire's vast wealth,
but not to the Viceroyalty, (as that honour
passes in a direct line to the descendants of
Mahomet Ali, and therefore would fall to the
lot of Mustapha Pacha, the Viccroy's brother,
the surviving son of Ibrahim Pacha) Ile
made all the little Princesses show  proper
deference to him, in the demonstration of which
Iis Iighness was most exacting.

In a corner of the divan, but at some dis-
tance from the Viceroy, sat the Lady Para-
mount ; and on another divan, oppositc.‘to the
DBala, sat the other two wives,

Then their Highnesses rose, and offered him
the coffec, sweetmeats, sherbet, and cheroots
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which the. white slaves had handed Yo thém,
after which the eunuchs entered the room,
bearing scveral trays, covered with cloth of
gold, containing His IHighness's* presents of
gold coin and jewellery, of the most costly
description, to the Viceregal family. After
this a grand repast topk place, at which the
Princesses, according to their precedence in
rank, received the dishes from the hands of
the slaves, and placed theih on the table, which
was most clegantly laid out on that occasion
in the Turopean style. Then the Viceroy, and
the Lady Paramount, accompanied by two of
his daughters, went through the mauwyide, that
is, procecded in state to the Moosky. .

On the return of the Vieeregal party, the
Princesses went and paid visits to other mem-
bers of the Vieeregal family, who resided in the
different Harems.

On the Tuesday following, at six o'clock in
the morning, the Grand Pacha and myself, both
dressed en grand tenue, proceeded to the Tlarem.
The Viecroy had not yet risen; but, after
waiting a short time, the Daba passed through
the reception-room, into his dressing-room,
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attended by his two Ikbals, and several other
slaves, who assisted at his toilet. They had
been preceded by the Lady Paramount, who
has the privilege of handing the DBula his
sword, (which is similar to that worn by the
Grand Pacha, only of full size, and more
thickly encrusted with diamonds,) and placing
the broad blue ribbon that Ilis Ilighness wears
across his shoulder.

The toilette of the Vieeroy being finished,
he re-entered the apartment. Ile was dressed
in full uniform, and appeared one mass of
gold lace.  When Ismael Pacha entered the
Audience Hall, the Lady Paramount was
standing conversing with me, holding the Viee-
royv's sword in her hand. At this moment the
Llbal, the reigning favourite of the day, came out
of the dressing-room, pushed rudely up against
the Princess, and touched her on the arm (their
Highnesses have a perfect horror at being
touched by any’ of the slaves)';' upon which she
became crimson with- passioh, stamped her feet,
and exclaimed, Wallah! Wallah-el-Azeen !
“ By the most mereiful God!” (the Arabs’ mode
of swearing, for she was an Arab,) and raised
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the sword, with the intention of striking her
down to the earth.

Fortunately the Baba, whether des:gnedly or
not, had moved towards her, girded with his
trusty stegl, and the blade, for Her Highness
had drawn it, fell mechanically into its glitter-
ing scabbard ; while the Iklal, with a smile
beaming 'upon her countenance, which was not
unlike that of an ordinary-looking English
peasant girl, went her way unscathed, not dis-
concerted in the least by this display of Arab
mettle.  The appearance of the Ikbal was so
totally ditferent to that of any other of the
slaves, that it struck me she might § of
European origin, if hot a European herself. [
had seldom or cver beard her speak, and then
it was in Turkish; but there was a bold, de-
fiant, don’t-care manner about her, that did
not savour of Asiatic parentage.

A few days aﬁ:erwards, when I was standing
on the landmg-place, arranging the Prince's
sword, as we were going to take a promenade
with the Viceroy, the Jibal came running,
(for she walked much better than any of the
others,) out of the Reception Hall, and rushcd

VOL. II. c
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by! me, in the same unceremonious :manncr in
which she had passed by the Lady Paramount.
But just as she approached, the Buba waved
his hand, reproved her, point blank ordered her
to return, exclaiming, “The Grand Pacha and
Madame are always to take precedence.” After
that we had no more sccnes, and she was
amiable cnough to me ever afterwards.

Then Her Highness, the first wife, whose
peculiar privilege it was to wait upon her liege
lord on this grand occasion, hastily snatched
out of the belt of the slave who officiated as
light bearer, a small pair of silver tongs, similar
mn *c to a pair of grape-scissors, as uscd at
dessert in Europe, quittced the room, but returned
almost in a moment, holding between them a
picce of live charcoal, which she held up to the
Viceroy, who lit his cheroot with it.  After
the lapse of a few minutes, the DBube made
a move, and, attended by the Grand Pacha
and mysclf, left the IIarem, unaecompanied by
any suite, proceeded on board the yvacht, which
landed us at the Palace at Boulac, which is a
magnificent structure, superbly furnished, but
still in an unfinished state. Ilere it is that



THE PALACE AT BOULAC. 19
audience is gencrally given, as was done on this
occasion, to the Ministers, Foreign Consuls-
General, and where His Highne'ss’s men of
business privately arrange all commercial matters
with the Baba. .

On our disewbarkation a double file of troops
was drawn up, through which we passed into
the Grand Audience Hall, while the band
played the Sultan’s March. There all the
officers stood ranged in two rows, who pre-
sented arins to His 1lighness, at the same time
exclaiming, Alluk wmerlez were  Efendimir!
“ May God grant our Lord a long life!”
Upon reeciving the announcement  thate His
Highness the Grand Pacha’s carriage was
drawn up, 1, together with the Prince, sa-
laamed.  The Vieeroy left the Palace, and
we were driven along at a most furious pace
through the narrow streets of Cairo, lined with
old, dilapidated, Qricntal-looking houses, having
wooden balconics and projecting windows, ab-
solutely encrusted with dust, near one of which
the horses kicked a poor Arab off his donkey :
but whether he was killed or not [ know not,
as the carriage dashed along at a most terrific

c 2
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rate. Soon afterwards we cntered the gates of
the Harem in the citadel, the residence of Her
‘Highness the Valide Princess, the Viceroy's
wmother.

There we were received by seven cunuchs,
who conducted us through a small stone hall
covered with matting, which led into a marble-
paved walk, open on the side facing the gar-
dens. It was covered with a verandah which
formed the winter promenade, at the extremity
of which we were ushered into a large stouc
hall also covered with matting, and having
divans ranged around it. Then we passed up
four esteps covered with matting, and entered
a large uuncarpeted apartl'nent, containing  no
other furniture than a divan covered with
faded straw-coloured satin, ranged under the
threc large windows overlooking the lovely,
well-kept gardens.  After this we descended
some steps, and entered into another uncarpeted
room on the right-hand side,. quite destitute
of furniture. All presented the picture of
misery and discomfort ; all looked most discon-
solate and empty ; just such rooms as you would
imaginc the widow of a usurer, who, by dis
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counting bills, exacting most exorbitant rates of
intcrest, and thoroughly understanding the art
of buying and selling rupees, would delight to
occupy.

A divan was ranged underneath the windows ;
but seated on a cushion on the floor was a
lady dressed in Turkish costume, whom I im-
mediately recognised as a European, and when
her history was subsequently told to me in
Italy, near Pistoja, by a gentleman who knew
her, it brought to my recollection those
Europcans whom I had passed at Tantah,
looking out of Ilis Highness the Viceroy's
private despatch-train; and I could not help
wondering to myself how many more Euro-
pean women were “caged up” in the chambers
of the Baba's other Harems situated on the
banks of the Upper Nile. I learned that she
was a Belgian, that her name was Caroline, and
that she was the mother of the illegitimate
sons of the Viceroy; and it is not impro-
bable but that the Princess, whose death I have
narrated, was also her daughter.

She was a very handsome woman, rather
stout, and between thirty and forty years of



23 HAREM LIFE.

ag;, and dressed in black, & le Turqae, but un-
veiled, as all are when within the Harem.  When
we entered she was smoking a Zchibouk. She
rose off the ('livan, took the Prince by the hand,
placed him by her side, kissed him, bowed to
me, then clapped her hands, and handed the
Grand Pacha over to the slave, who had re-
sponded to her call, to carry him about. Then
we all procceded up the broad staircase, which
was covered with matting, at the top of which,
on the landing, as it were, we found several
of their little Highnesses, his sisters, who had
preceded us, in charge of the cunuchs, sitting
down (squatting would be the most correet
expression) awaiting his arrival, closc to the
door of the chamber of the Valid: Princess,
She was a Princess by birth, the mother of
Ismael Pacha, the widow of the gallant vet
avaricious Ibrahim Pacha, and who, by some
deep researches into the genealogical records
of the sultanas of Turkey, has lately discovered
that she is closely related to the Validé Sultana,
the mother of His Majesty Abdul Aziz, the
present Sultan.
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CHAPTER II.

s
Her Highness, who takes precedence of all
the wives, who stand in awe of her, had not
yet risen from her downy couch, and so there
the young Princesses waited like a band of
slaves until their imperious grandmother had
finished her toilette, as she never would
receive them in her chamber.  Why or where-
fore T know not. ~Perhaps there were other
visitors there, whom it did not suit thé Valide
Princess to allow her granddaughters to see;
perhaps her Grand Eunuch, a shrewd, cunning,
crafty individual, who was a very sinister look-
ing persopage, but who appeared thoroughly
to understand .the_ways of his Viceregal mis-
tress, was closeted with Her Highness, com-
muning with her on affairs of state, or private
matters. At all cvents there I found them
squatting down at the door-sill.
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But His Highness the Grand Pacha, (who
was her pet—her Ibrahim—the very prototype
of her lamented husband, the gallant yet cruel
Ibrahim Pacha,) broke through all ceremony ;
and I soon found that this * dot of humanity’s ”
word was law here as well as at Ghezire; for,
passing by the Prineesses, he exclaimed, ¢ Come
along, Madame,” pulled aside the dismal funeral-
looking black curtain, ornamented with a silver
crescent in the centre, which hung across the
}!uorwa_v, and bounded like a gazelle into
the apartment, where he remained some time
with the Valide Princess, as I did not presume
to enter her presence.

I stood talking to the young Princesses, all
of whoiu were rather intelligent, tractable, and
amiable girls, and would, had we remained
longer together, have become considerably
Europeanized, as 1 found them anxious to
learn, and particularly attached to. me, poor
dear neglected creatures! a circumstance not
to be wondered at, as, cxtraordinary as it may
appear, neither Turkish fathers nor mothers
seem to like having a posse of daughters.
Perhaps it is from avaricious motives ; for with
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them they are obliged to give dowries suitable
to their position in society ; whereas boys, so to
speak, are made to shift for themselves. Thus
the Viceroy, or their mother, the'Lady Para-
mount—whose first child was a son, who had
been dead many years, but who would have been
cightcen years old had ke lived— (for they were
her children,) took not the slightest interest in
them.  Consequently they were allowed to
grow wild and uncared for; but as I thought
it was a pity that such noble females should
be brought up in that barbarous manner, I took
an interest in them, and began to teach them
Eunglish, and to cause them to adopt many
European modes and customs.

As soon as the Viceroy's mother had finished
her morning toilette, she came forth out of her
chamber.  She was a short elderly person, a
most courtly dame, and perfect lady in the
tullest acceptation of the term, with grey hair,
and large piercing black eyes, but commanding
in her manner, often too imperious and stately
in her carriage. ller manners were courtly, at
which I was surprised ; in short, I never beheld
anything but what was ladylike in her behaviour.
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She appeared to have sprung from quite a dif-
ferent stock to that of the abd’s three wives.
Perhaps she was brought up at the Imperial
Court of Ts-tam-bol, * Constantinople ;™ but
I never could learn anything reliable about her
history, except that Lbrahim Pacha, when despe-
rately in love with her, wrote some beautiful
verses to her at the old palace of Bebek, a copy
of which I have given elsewhere. That perhaps
may account for the Sultan naming the Palace
of Bebek as that Princess's residenee during her
visit to the Imperial Court in 1864, and which
was considered by her as a very great compli-
ment. About these grounds she must have
rambled with infinite delight, bt perhaps min-
gled with sorrow for the loss of Ibrahim Pacha,
to whom she was devotedly attacb(:l; all ‘ap-
peared to be wystery, doubt, and conjecture.
All T know is that at first I found her exceed-
ingly imperious towards me; she even went so
far as to expect that I should kneel at her feet
and squat down at her door like a slave.

I had often, when a child, been found by Her
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen and the late
Prince Consort playing about in the private
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grounds at Frogmore and Windsor ; and when
I had encountered the royal pair, whko took
flowers from my basket which I had gathered
in the grounds and smiled, I had sfepped aside,
stood still, and curtseycd-—~no more. I did the
same to the Valide Princess of Egypt, and I
thought that was quite sufficient respect to show
her, and I never did anything more; nay, I
positively refused to do more.

Gradually, as we became better acquainted
with cach other, her haughtiness diminished ;
still there was a lack of that amiability and
suavity of manner about her which most cer-
taiuly characterised their Ilighnesses, the three
wives, always making you uncomfortable in her
presence.  She was a fitting partner for such a
pi'iuce as Ibrahim Pacha. She possessed great
intellectual activity ; henee there is no doubt but
that she meddled indiveetly in the weightiest
affairs of the State; weightiest, I repeat,
because 1 suppuse Mer Ilighness considered,
in her eyes, the relations between the Sultan
and the Vieeroy to -be suchy in those matters
she appcared at home, as I shall afterwards have
occasion to explain.
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‘She was extremely penurious—nay, mean
would -be the more appropriate expression—
and, as an illustration, I need only adduce the
fact of her Harem being the most beggarly
arranged of any I ever entered. Her staft of
attendants was very limited; her habits were
frugal ; her attire, upon ordinary occasions, cx-
tremely plain, while on grand ones it was regal
and queenlike. She was avaricious to a degree,
imperious in her manner, and exacting in the
cxtreme.

The finest trait in her character was her
devoted affection for her son, the Viceroy, which
was truly reciprocal. She loved the Grand
Pacha with the same enthusiasm, and spoilt
and indulged him in every way possible.  As
regards myself, when Her Ilighness began to
understand my European ways better, she
treated me with respeet. I never received a
present, or baksheesh, of any kind from her,
although to others she distributed gold and
jewels with no sparing hand; but when illness
overtook me, she manifested great sympathy—
in short, did everything in her power to con-
tribute to my comfort, so far as she understood
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how, and, Heaven knows, that was little enough!
about our European ways and habits; for she
had never becn in England, although Ibrahim
Pacha, when he visited London, took with him
some women. They were Armenians, and not
Turkish, whom European travellers, because
the former adopt at pledsure that mask, the veil,
always take for the latter, a most common error.

The Valide Princess was,attired in a robe of
white satin on this occasion (for be it remem-
bered that it was the Bairam, the Turks’
greatest testival), baving a breadth in front and
behind, about two yards longer than the rest
of the dress, which was on this day, being a
state occasion, held lli) by four of the ladies of
the Harem, or four of her Zkbals, but which, on
ordinary times, is turned back like a three-
corncred handkerchief, one of the corners being
tucked in the waist-belt. Over that was placed
a blue satin palegot, trimmed with sable fur.
On her head she wore a small handkerchief’;
and in the centre of the forehead was a large
diamond fly. In her hand she carried her small
gold watch, encircled with diamonds; and her
feet were encased in white satin shoes.
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When she reached the landing-place, the
young “Princesses and myselt salaamed  her.
Her Highness then deseended the stairease
(the slaves holding up her train in front and
behind) which led into the room where we had
found the Belgian lady, passed between two
rows of the ladies of het Harem tmany ot whom
were very aged, and then walked majestically
through four rows of slaves, and sat herselt' down
in the centre of the divan, under the window
(the Belgian lady had vacated the apartment .
Then she took her darhmg pets the Prinee,
placed him beside her on the right hand, while
on the left sat a lady, whom [ wax afterwards
informed was the widow of Said Pacha, the
late Vieeroy. By the side of the Grand Pacha
sat his sisters, and then, lower down, a bevy of
Princesses belonging to other members of  the
Viceregal family,

After all were seated in dye order, according
to their rank, cach of the ladies of the Harem
approached this Viceregal dame,  Those of the
'highest rank kissed her rizht hand, and bowed
their forcheads upon it, exclaiming, * Allha
emanct oloun!™ < May God be with yon!”



CEREMONIER, 31

The others Kissed the hem of her robe ; upon
which all the slaves bowed their forcheads.

After this cercmony had been goue through,
coffee and pipes were handed round (to the
Princesses only) by six slaves, dressed in black
cloth jackets, wearing black trousers, embroi-
dered shirts, like men, and black «ilk neckties,
over which were turned white collars,  Their
heads were covered with fezes; their feet were
cneased in- patent Jeather shoes, with bows of
black ribbon,  All were of the same height,
and, what was singular, their complexions were
nearly alike.

The Grand Pacha then kindly took me on
a tour of insp(-ctiun'throu,fzh the whole suite
of apartments. They were large, noble, lofty
rooms, but all carpetless, and destitute of every
kind of furniture, exeept divans; having sus-
pended from the eentre of the ccilings chan-
deliers, quite’as lTarge and clegant as that which
hangs from the roof of the Italian Opera House,
i London, )

Before the Grand Pacha took his leave,
Her Highness filled his pockets with several
packets of gold coin, as baksheesh; of which



32 HAREM LIFE.

he was despoiled by the head-nurse, on his
return*to the Harem, who on that occasion
must have pocketed upwards of - twenty to
thirty pounds.

This visit to the Harem in the Citadel had
initiated me into some of the scerets of Harcm
life, and I failed not: to profit by thewm. 1
learned that the Messrs. H. were the Jnan
divan end, the Genii of those Abodes of
Bliss,” and that Madame Caroline had been,
at one time, the three wives' Karajueus,
(““Evil Eye™).

I now looked upon Egypt as a strange
country, I regarded my own position as a
dangerous one. T had to guard against being
looked upon by the Princesses as an “ Evil
Eye;” for although the Viceroy only trcated
me with that consideration which my position
entitled me to reccive, still, as on¢ Furopean
woman had supplanted them in the Baba’s
affection for a time, I had no desire that a
similar mark of his favour (honour, all in the
Harem consider it to be) should be shown to
"me. I had been engaged to take charge of the
heir presumptive to all his wealth, as I had
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been led to suppose, to educate the Prince, and
prepare him for a preceptor. I had thought
it rather singular when the Viceroy and his
reported partners had told me not té care about
his instruction; but now I thought it more so
than ever. I resolved to keep my standing in
that character. I trusted that my own habitual
reservedness of manner would save me from
any advances being made, and determined net
to become a loadstone of attraction to the
Viceroy.

[ had remarked how dully nelancholy, ah!
and cven dejected, Madame Caroline looked
when T glanced at her, and my curiosity was
naturally wakened to<know what really were her
feelings at being ““caged up,” as it were, in the
Harem of the Citadel.

Had she been entrapped, *caught,” bought
or sold like a parrot? If so, who were the
white slave-dealers?  Thereby hung a tale.  In
after times T obtaned, at Constantinople, a solu-
tion of all these qaeries which now floated on
my imagination; and now I believe that Turks,
Jews, and Europeans, who have become domi-
ciled in the Kast, are not only traffickers in

VOL. 1T D
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every kind of merchandise, but also in live as
well as dead stock. Did she ever think of her
European home? What a dull, monotonous
life she muét have led there! Poor creature!
I wondered how the Valide Princess treated
her and her sons, noble intelligent European-
looking boys, also called Princes. I recalled
to mind the imperious look of that haughty
dame. I longed to know her auntecedents, her
manners were so stately and court-like.

Above all other beings in the world, I, who
had always been accustomed to have my own
will, and to enjoy my liberty, should not have
liked to be at her beck and eall.. Oh! no,
indeed ; T had, before I saw Her Highuess *at
home,” witnessed enough of the proud Valide
Princess.

I had no idea of being treated like an alject
slave, by the widow of that overbearing ruler,
Ibrahim Pacha, nor to be at IHer lighness's
command, nor by her caressed, flattered, and
then cast off as whim or fancy led her. [ was
the Grand Pacha’s Institutrice, and not the
Valid¢ Princess’s slave or subject. I had no
idea of passing the best years of my existence
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within such “a gilded cage;” and so I alwz;.ys
kept at a respectful distance from the Viceroy’s
mother, as I knew her to be a most shrewd and
accomplished intriguante, one who, to advance
the interest of her son and grdldson, would
“stick at nothing,” absolutely nothing.

A few weeks afterwards, I accompanied the
Grand Pacha to witness the return of the
Pilgrims from Mecca. This was rather an
imposing spectacle; but as the main object of
this book is Harem life, I shall abstain from
deseribing it. ‘

Not long afterwards, we procceded with the
Vieeroy in his yacht, to open the canal at Old
Cairo. His Highness was accompanied by the
Ministers of State, military and naval officers.
When the billionaire waved his hand, a number
of fellahs cut with their pickaxes an opening
in the dam, in the centre of which stands the
Aroost-i- Nvel—* Bride of the Nile"—a large
earthen pillar; and as the water flowed into the
canal, the Baba scattered handfuls of paras into
its bed, which were most cagerly scrambled for
by the host of Arab gumins and donkey boys,
who had assembled there for that purpose. It

: D 2
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was highly amusing to the Prince to see them
floundering in the mud.

As soon as the water rose to a tolerable
height, an immense number of boats ascended it.
The decks dre crowded with men, women, and
children, all dressed in holiday attire, with
native music ; and as they squatted themselves
on the decks beneath the awnings, the boats and
river presented as gy and lively a scene as 1
bad ever witnessed on its placid bosom : for
there were hundreds of them, and several steamers
putling aw;y at full speed.

As soon as the ceremony was finished, coffee
and pipes were served on board the Vieeregal
vacht, and we returned té the Iarem in time
for the Grand Pacha’s supper, and my dinner—
a most frugal meal, consisting of the everlasting
kebab and dry bread ; but now, thanks to Ismacel
Pacha’s courtesy, washed down with a glass of
his own imported, full-bodicd claret.



ILLNESS, .87

CHAPTER IIL

.
WiueN the hot season began to set in, I fell
sick, and was assailed by frequent attacks of
intermittent fever and cholera; Dbut, having
providentially taken the precaution to bring
a medicine chest with me, I began to doctor
myself. The weak state of my constitution,
owing to the want of proper nourishment (for
I had been living upon Arab diet cver since my
arrival in Egvpt), naturally gave way, and the
Viceroy sent his Physician  Extraordinary to
attend upon me.

He did not prescribe for me, as he found
that I had litcrally “cured mysclf;” however,
instead of leaving me some stimulants, which
any other European medical man would have.
done, to restore my strength, he very coolly
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told IIis Highness that I had taken all that was
needful. The Viceroy, from his knowledge of
our habits, knowing that we drank tea, and as
the “Valid¢” Princess also partook of that
beverage, very kindly made me a present of a
small chest of gunpowder tea, and a few loaves
of sugar from his refinéry, and frequently scnt
me soup from his own table. Finding, however,
that I did not get much better, orders were
given to hasten the departure of the Viceregal
family to Alexandria, whither they always pro-
ceed to pass the hot season, as the palace of
Ras-el-Tin and the Ilarem are situated on the
Mediterranean, the breezes from which are very
refreshing at that time of the ycar.

Of this I was extremely glad, as I had no
nurse to attend upon me, and was totally
unable to obtain the most simple diet, such as
gruel, arrowroot, or beef-tca, although they
could all have been purchased, at the English
- Italian warehouse in Cairo, had the Ilckim
Bachi only taken the trouble to order the
Grand Eunuch to procure them; nay, it would
not have been much trouble for him to have
sent them himself by one of his own servants.
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Then he was an Ttalian, and troubled his head
very little about any of the patients within the
Harem, except the Grand Pachy. I was a
“poor governess,” and a foreigner, besides an
Englishwoman, I know not why, but my
countrywomen are not, as a gencral rule, very
great favourites with any foreigners, especially
those residing in the Last, unless they have a
well-lined purse. I could not help thinking
what a deep debt of gratitude the British Army
owes to those bright ornaments of my sex,
Miss Nightingale and her staff of nurses, who
tended their heroes with such unremitting
attention.

Their Highnesses the Princesses frequently
visited me, and asked me what I required; but
although I explained to them that all my illness
arose from the bad and poor diet which had
been provided for me, they knew not how,
and, therefore, could not alter it. They might
have sent the German laundrymaid into the city
of Cairo to have procurcd me what I needed;
but then they had at all times the utmost re-
pugnance to allow even myself to have free
ingress and cgress, so that was quite out of the
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question— consequently I had to trust to chance.
God be praised, however, I recovered sufficiently
to be able to_travel to Alexandria.

As soon as orders had been given to the
Grand Eunuch to hasten the departure of
the Viceregal family to Alexandria, and that
their Highnesses knew it was time to depart,
there was bustle all day long.

One morning, when I returned from  the
gardens into which I had been strolling for a
short time, I entered the Grand Pacha’s re-
ception room, and there I beheld one of the
most extraordinary scenes imaginable. It was
one of those nondescript tableaux to which
only a Hogarth could have done justice. My
feeble pen-drawing must necessarily fall very
short of the original; for there were their High-
nesses the Princesses, squatted on the carpet
amidst a whole pile of trunks, most of which
were much deeper than carriage imperials—a
host of portmanteaus and carpet bags, of small
and large dimensions—jewel cases and immense
red leather sacks capable of holding from six
to eight mattresses.

They were all attired in filthily dirty crum-
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pled muslins, shoeless and stockingless, their
trousers were tucked up above their knees,
the sleeves of their paletots pinned up above
their clbows, their hair hanging loosely about their
shoulders, as rough as a badger’s back, totally
unencumbered with nets or handkerchiefs, but,
pardon me, literally swarming with vermin!
no Russian peasants could possibly have been
more infested with live animals.

In short, their tont ensemble was even more
untidy than that of hardworking washerwomen
at the tubs; nay, almost akin to Billingsgate
fishwomen at lome, for their conversation in
their own vernacular was equally as low.  They
all swore in Arabic ‘at the slaves most lustily,
banged them about right and left with any
missile, whether light or heavy, which came
within their reach.

Well, there they were, doubled up like
clasped knives, .§m'ting and packing up their
penates, jewellery, pipes, sarfs, findjdus, large
gold and silver salvers on feet, together with
numerous other displays of Viceregal magni-
ficence. 1 had never beheld before sets of gold
vegetable dishes, cach of the wives having a
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set for her separate use, pipe-stems encrusted
with diamonds and other precious stones, most
valuable amber mouth-pieces, all ornamented
with gold tassels, These were counted over
before the Eunuchs, then packed in boxes and
delivered over to their care. Between whiles
they sipped jindjaus of ‘coffee, and all the time
kept puffing away at cigarettes,

It was highly anusing to sce the slaves
bundling their Highnesses' beds into the large
thick red leathern sacks, and much more
ludicrous did the seene become when they
attempted to remove them out of the apart-
ment, as it was found that they were too large
to pass through the doors. So that, when the
Princesses (as they very often did) hit them
rather sharply with anything they might
happen to have in their hands, at the time ex-
claiming, “ Destour, destonr, yu mobarahee !”—
“Get in, you fool ! "—the slaves cried out most
lustily, and hastened to take all the beds out
of the cases. Then they carried them one by
one into the Harem’s small garden, and there
replaced them in the huge red sacks. Close
by sat the Zkbal of the period, superintending
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the packing up of the beds and beddmg of her
Vlceregal liege lord. ’

The whole of the reception rooms, as well as
the spacious hall, looked as if the Sinbad of
the nineteenth century had given orders for
the shipment of his cargo to some distant land,
or that the magic wand “of harlequin had instan-
tancously changed the scene into Tilbury furni-
turc and luggage warehonse in Marylebone
Street.  For it is no exaggerated statement to
affirm, that ¢ within those marble halls” were
piled up hundreds of bales, boxes, trunks, port-
manteaus, carpet bags, jewel and pipe cases,
&c., &e.  Yet amidst that mélée there sat not
“ the rough mariner who had weathered many
a storm,” with bronzed countenance, but the
Prince of merchants par evcellence, the bil-
lionaire of the world, Ismael Pacha, the Viceroy
of Egvpt, in his shirt sleeves, looking quite as
fagged, not thmng.h over bodily exertion, but on
account of the heat of the thermometer, which
was then at 110° in the shade. His Highness
has become very stout of late. He was as
“dead beat,” as the packer of a Bread Street
warchouseman, when about to ship his costly
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ventures to Alexandria or Constantinople ; not
casting up the pounds, shillings, and pence
columns of an invoice (which he so well knows
how to do, as long as the taxed bill of a chan-
cery suit solicitor, nor calculating the probable
golden returns that those bales, had they but
been of fine Egyptian cotton, would have
brought into his coffers), but plaving dominoes
with one of his lovely wives, and laughing fit to
crack his sides, and pufting away at some of the
choicest Havannahs that a Pontet had ever im-
ported from the far-famed Cuba Isle with all the
good-humour imaginable, and evidently quite ar
home amidst that commercial-like bustle and tur-
moil, delighted beyoud measure at the-gaveheriv
of the slaves, and particularly amused at the
ludicrous manner in which those oustius bobbed
their heads, and dodged round the trunks and
bales to avoid being struck by the missiles which
were aimed at them, right and Jeft, by Princesses.
I too, ill as I was, had to pack up my own
traps; but scarcely had 1 done so when,
although at that time suffering from attacks
of spasmodic cholera, I was awoke at half-past
one in the morning (for weary and faint I had
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fallen down upon my bed exhausted with p(:ain
and suffering) and was ordered to get up
immediately, as the slaves wanted to take and
pack up my bed. T opened the door, let them
carry it away, and threw myself down upon
the divan, where I remained, not sleeping—
for that was utterly impossible—as the slaves
were hurrying to and fro all the livelong night;
some carrying their beds, others bales, boxes,
&e., many running about with wax candles
between their fingers ; others lying on the floor
dead tired, snoring away like great grampuses,
whom nothing could possibly awaken from their
dreams of bliss,

At five o'clock in the morning, the whole
houschold were about and stirring.  'Then was
cnactedga truly comic scene.  Many of the
slaves, it then turned out, had sent away the
attirc which they required to wear; so that
they were obliged to borrow some things from
onec and some from another, which rendered
them, when dressed, the most extraordinary
looking beings imaginable. It was fortunate,
indecd, that they were able to dress themselves
at all dccently.
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The young Princesses began their morning
toilet By throwing the whole of their things at
the slaves. After they were tired of that
amusement, they sat upon their divans and
commenced crying and bellowing away like
town bulls, kicking cach other, and screaming
as if' they had gone demented. When they
became a little more reasonable, they soon
finished dressing themselves by simply placing
their silk dresses over their dirty crumpled
habiliments, and enveloped themselves in their
habarahs.

I partook of my usual breakfast very ecarly.
At seven o'clock the whole of the juvenile
members of the Viceregal family proceeded
down to the landing-place, and there they
embarked on board a yacht, which gteamed
down to Boulac, and at eight o'clock we all
entered the Viceregal state railway carriages
at the back of the palacc. The state saloon
carriage was occupied by fhe Grand Pacha,
myself, the young Princesses, the Mother of
the Harem, the nurses, and the Prince’s usual
attendants, The carriage was divided into
three compartments, consisting of one large and
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two small saloons. The former was fitted l.lp
with casy spring chairs, carpet divans cévered
with brocaded silk, and mirrors; the latter
was similarly furnished, but covered ‘with green
velvet and brown morocco.  The windows were
of plate glass, with moveable net wire blinds;
the former were taken wout on this occasnon
but the latter remained.

As soon as the train started, the Mother of
the Harem threw herself down upou the carpet,
and placed one of her bundles under her head
as a pillow ; for, singular as it may scem, all
Turkish women, even the Princess, when tra-
velling, bave almost everything, c¢ven silver
ewers, basins, and ““vages™ (which latter apper-
tain only to the children, as the Princesses never
use such indispensable appendages) packed in
bundles formed of a round piece of cloth or
silk, hemmed all round with a cord run in it,
which when drawn tight forms a round bag
not unlike a seamai’s clothes-bag. Even when
“at home,” after every toilette their things are
packed up in square picces of thick wadded

cotton.
As soon as the eunuchs had seated them-
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selves in their carriage, all the Princesses and
slaves ‘threw off their Zabarahs, unveiled, took
off their silk dresses, all of which they piled up
in a heap in one corner of the saloon, removed
the wire blinds, and then put their heads out of
the open windows.

At half-past ten the train stopped at Benha,
when breakfast was served up just as if they
had been in the Harem, for the cooks and
whole staff of domestics and  datteriex de
ewisine had been placed in the train,  During
that repast scveral tin stands holding porous
clay water-jars, having gold stoppers, which
had been placed in the saloon, were replenished
the eunuchs taking the precaution to taste the
water in every jar, lest any should have been
poisoned.  Then the whole party squatted
themselves down upon the carpet, and as
neither plates nor <oofras had been provided,
they tore the meat with their fingers like a set
of cannibals, which was served them on metal
trays similar to those used by the trattorie in
Italy ; and after the Princesses had partaken 6f
what they fancied, the remnants in the trays
were handed over to the slaves for their breakfast.
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L]

The Princesses asked me to partake of some
of their entremets; but 1 declined, first, because
my health would not allow me to eat Arab
dict ;(and, secondly, because it would have been
utterly impossible for any Kuropean lady to
bave felt the slightest inclination to partake of
refreshment in such a barbarous style. )

During the journey, the young Prineesses
made their toilettes no less than half-a-dozen
times, putting on one dress, and then another.
Then they ornamented their heads, by tying a
picce of ribben round their forcheads, and
placing erimson and blue feathers around them
in bands, and encircled their waists with broad
and long ribbon sashes,  After they had finished
attiring themsclves, cach began to dress up their
favourite slave, as if they had been dolls.

The Valide Princess on this oceasion unloosed
her purse-strings, and bestowed baksheesh of
gold watches and chains upon all the European
engineers, drivers,. and stokers who were em-
ployed on the train in which she travelled.
The three wives went in another carriage, and .
did not start at the same time as we did.

The Princesses were most disgusting in their
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habits, and so totally devoid of decency, that
they did not hesitate to empty the coutcnts
of their ““vases” out of the window, as the train
was passing along. I thought their manners
bad enough, in all conscience, at home; but
now I had seen them abroad, and 1 never
wished to have the honour of travelling with
them again. Then they laid themsclves down

‘the carpet, and, fell fast asleep, like wild
beasts after a gorge. i

About four o'clock in the atternoon the Viee-
regal party, after having been no less than cight
hours in their transit, only a distance of a
hundred and thirty miles, on account of the
Viceregal children being afraid of proceeding at
express rate, reached their destination.  During
which period the whole traffic on the line was
interrupted, to the great inconvenicnce of the
mercantile community.

When we arrived at the terminus at Alex-
andria, we met with a most regal reception.
The platform was covered with crimson carpet,
and decorated with flowers and flags. The
Grand Eunuch, who had preceded us by three
days, ‘met our party there. He hanaed the
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Grand Pacha and myself out of the carriage,
and conducted us into the waiting-room, which
was also covered with crimson carpet; while
the band played “The Sultan’s March.” The
troops who lined the platform presented arms
as we walked across it.

The Ministers of State paid their respects to
the Prince, and accompanied us to the Vice-
regal state-carriage, which was in attendance.
It was drawn Dby eight fine grey horses. Three
outriders preceded us in front; sai~, “grooms,”
ran on before to clear the way, and also by
each side of the carriage; we were also attended
by an escort of cavalry to the Palace of Ras-el-
Tin, situated on the ancient Isle of Pharo,
which was built by Mehemet Ali, and where
that cclebrated prince held his court much
oftener than at Cairo, which latter city he
disliked. There we alighted, and passed into
the Ilarem, which stands facing it, and from
which it is only separated by a large court-yard.
In short, much more respect and ceremony was
shown to the little Prince on this occasion than
is generally shown to his illustrious * Baba.”

The Princesses had led me to believe that
E2
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there I should find everything arranged for my
convenience ; but, alas! I was doomed to be
most wofully disappointed. On entering the
gates of the Harem, so replete with many an
historical reminiscence, we passed through three
spacious marble halls; then proceeded up the
grand staircase into IIis Highness's apartment.
It was a very spacious threc-windowed room,
overlooking a largp marble-paw(l court-yard,
around which were situated the Princesses
rooms. It was excessively dirty; the windows
and frames were nearly all broken; totally
destitute of hangings, with the cxception of
pieces of white calico, which were nailed up at
each window as substitutes for blinds, with a
piece of cord hanging down in the centre, by
which they were drawn up and down. The
floor was covered with common country matting;
the walls and ceiling were whitewashed. It was
totally destitute of furniture, with the exception
of a divan which stood under the three windows,
covered with cotton chintz.

“ Well,” thought I to myself, *if this is all
the arrangement which has becn made for the
gomfort of my Prince, what can I expect has
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been made for me?” I soon had an oppor-
tunity of sccing this as I was shown into my
chamber, which certainly was a large room. It
was one cousolation, after the cupboard in
which I had been cooped up at Ghezire, which
at best was only fit for a lumber-room, in such
a hot place, with the thermometer standing
at 110°. It was filthily dirty, lighted by three
windows, at which ;were hung up six tattered
brown calico curtains, and threc dirty white
calico blinds. The walls and cciling were white-
washed, the floor matted; and the furniture
consisted of a divan, as damp as if it had been
soaked in water, covered with brown cotton,
to match the window-hangings: this was placed
underncath the three windows. And there,
kind reader, you have an accurate description
of my lady’s chamber !

I was tired, suffering from attacks of my
recent illness, and yeary after my journey, and
this was the apartment in which I had to vege-
tate, after having entered Cleopatra’s capital in
viceregal splendour. I really was quite dis-
gusted with Harem life; and I will lead you
to imagine what were my feelings to find that
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there was nothing whatever for my convenlence,
not even a bed to lie upon, for it was utterly
impossible that T could sleep upon that damp,
mildew-covered divan.

I sought to lie down upon the floor, but
that was equally impracticable, for_it was only
matted, and as damp as the deck of any of
those wooden walls I beheld from its windows,
as they commanded a good view of the road-
stead, in which many vessels were at anchor,
and among which I espied two or three Egvp-
tian frigates. I looked round my apartment
and longed to possess harlequin’s magic wand
or Aladdin’s Wonderful Lamp, that T might
bid some fair spirit to transport even the few
conveniences I had left behind me at Ghezire s
but alas! neither were there, and so I had to
put up with it,

When the Superintendent of this Harem, who
was a great tall hoarse godmother of a black,
most meanly attired, entered to pay her respects
to the Prince, I inquired where I was to sleep?
Her answer was, *“On the divan;” and at the
same time she told me that she was quite sur-
prised that I should feel dissatisfied, as I had
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the same accommodation which had been pi‘o-
vided for the Grand Pacha. 1 had no idea
of being treated in that manner, so I walked
down into the marble-paved hall, where some
of the baggage had ‘arrived, and made the
slaves, nolens tolens, carry up my bed and
bedding into my apartment and lay it upon the
matting.

At cight o'clock I clapped my hands, and
Zenana, a Turkish girl about fifteen years of
age, not very prepossessing in appearance, and
most assuredly not gifted with more sense than
she knew what to do with, responded to my
summons, as she had been newly appointed at
Ghezire to attend upon me. 1 ordered her to
fetch my dinner, but she soon returned and
very coolly informed me (it will bardly be
credited, but it is a fact), that there was neither
European bread nor any meat in the Harem, so
that, sick as I was, and after travelling from
seven in the morning until seven at night (for
it was about that time when we reached Ras-el-
Tin), I had not had a meal provided for me.
Then I was obliged to content myself with what
I could get within this “Mansion of Discomfort "’
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of the billionaire of the world, the wealthy scion
of the usurer, Ibrahim Pacha.

Well did I verify the truth of the old saying
that ¢ hunger requires no sauce;” so I sat down
on my pallet, not “on the cold flinty rock,” but
upon the damp matted floor, and there I sclected
a meal from the carfe—a piece of Arab bread
as salt as brine, and some salad, which consisted
of a lettuce dressed with oil and water, without
either pepper, salt or vinegar, and a slice of
boiled fowl, of which the soup had been made
which had been served up to the young Prin-
cesses, who had already partaken of their supper,
and a jindjan of coffce, and that constituted my
repast. Then I was obliged to give the Grand
Eunuch money out of my own pocket to pur-
chase me an ewecr, basin, and vase, and in this
manner I installed myself on that memorable
day in the Harem at Alexandria. There, seated
at the window, my thoughts naturally wandered
over the reminiscences of all the varied scenes I
had beheld, and the inconveniences to which
I had been subjected ever since

1 trod the soil of Egypt’s pestilential shore,”
Then I recalled to mind the day of my arrival
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at the Pacific and Oriental Hotel, where I had
found excellent accommodation, plain auberge
though it was, and gladly would d have returned
to it again. For althogeh I was an inmate of
the stately marble halls of a Viceregal Palace,
the residence of the Craesus of the Kast, I had
been unable to procure a crumb of European
brcad, though loaves in abundance might have
been procured in the city almost within a stone’s
throw of the Iarem, and everything was at
hand ; yet not any of the conveniences enjoyed
by the meanest villager in my own country had
been provided for me. With whom did the
fault rest ¥ Surely not with that good-humoured,
jovial Prince I1. H. Ismael Pacha, whom I had
left not many hours before in his splendid palace
at Burlac, surrounded by every luxury that
wealth could command, who had said, ¢ Madame,
whatever you want, ask for and you shall have
it.”

I had taken the Viceroy at his word, I had
asked for—mine had not been a very unreason- -
able request—bread to satisfy the cravings of
hunger, but I could not procure even bread.

I exclaimed to myself as I then remembered
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the words of the writer on Egypt in Ouee a
Week, “You may call spirits from the vasty
deep, but will ghey come?” I had tried the
experiment, and found, that they would not
respond. Was I then to consider that H.H.'s
words were, to use a very significant Turkish
(but of late years turned into English slang)
word, bosh, and meant nothing, absolutely
nothing? How littJe did His ITighness imagine
that the companion, guardian, and instructress of
his heart’s idol was actually wanting bread to
cat, and was lying on the floor in a damp room,
absolutely destitute of every comfort;  sick,
weary, and uncared for!  And vet these were
the lururies that T had been told I onght to be
thankful for; I had been treated Jike a princess.
My reply was, * Like what kind of a prineess?”
Perhaps their Highnesses might at one time
have considered what I termed inconveniences
as lururies, but I did not. I had learned much
of the antecedents and doings of the whole of
Mehemet Ali’s family and his descendants.
Well did T know that only a few short years
had clapsed since that viry room in which I lay
was furnished with every luxury which the most
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fastidious dame eould have required. Ah! and
cven later than that, for Said Pacha was a
prince of great taste, whatever nay have been
his demerits as a ruler; and there his lovely
Princess had resided with every regal luxury
aronnd her. I soon became weary of lying
down. It was a lovely night: the sight of the
placid ocean as the bright moon cast her reflec-
tion on it brought to my recollection Southey’s
beautiful lines in his ¢ Thalaba.’

-

“ How heautiful is night !
A dewy treshiness tills the silent air;
No st ubseures, nor cloud, nor speck, nor stain,
Breaks the serene of heaven,
'll “ll” nr‘»-(] _!!nr)', ynnn]pr moon di\'in(',
Rolls through the darg blue depths.”

I rose up, walked to the window, and gazed
at the calm scene around me. I noticed that
the depth of the sca there would even admit of
ships of war sailing close up to it, and wondered
what tales, could it but speak, that depth could
tell, what bodies it could cast up, were they
once again ““filled with the breath of life!” the
doomed victims of a licentious and cruel wanton
of a Turkish Princess—that bold, cunning, and
subtle Nuzly Hanein Effendi.
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I remembered that that beautiful Princess
(and if she had been only as handsome as the
little daughter of Said Pacha is, she must indeed
have been most angelic—for that little Princess
is the only being I have yet seen in the Hast
who could be termed “to come up to” Tom
Moore’s description of a Peri), the right hand
of her astute father, Mchemet Ali, had often sat
where I then stood gazing intently on that fleet,
the command of which had been held by Ibrahim
Pacha, when he went to seek glory in the
Morea. I had visited the palace which she
occupied in the vicinity of Cairo, and the old
Frenchwoman, who had been in her service, and
who now lived within this Harem, where she
passes her time in taking carc of II.II. the
Viceroy’s wardrobe, when he is at Ras-cl-Tin.
She related to me the following strange, yet true
incident, in the life of that extraordinary
Princess :—

“It appears that Nuzly Tlanein was very
intimate with a Levantine lady, whose husband
was in Mehemet Ali's service. A young Italian
nobleman, whose countenance and manners were
very effeminate, offered that Levantine a large
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sum of money, if she would assist him to visit
the interior of the Princess’s Harem at Cairo,
which he had heard was most syperbly fur-
nished.

“ Accordingly, it was arranged that Madame
Otto should inform Her Highness that a lady of
rank, who was on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
and who had been most highly recommended
to her from Ilurope, was extremely anxious to
sce, her Harem, of the splendour of which she
had heard so mueh when in Italy, and pay her
respects to a Princess whose renown was spread
all over the world.

“¢You must ask .hcr,’ added Count Luigi,
‘to give the lady an audience; you will be
sure to obtain permission, and when the ap-
pointment is made, you must lend me one of
your richest dresses, which I am certain will
fit me admirably. You must supcrintend my
toilette, and then I am sure that I shall pass
muster, and that the keenest eye will be unable
to recognise my sex under that disguise.””

I could not belp exclaiming to mysclf, as the
old Frenchwoman, for she was an octogenarian,
related the Count’s conversation, “Silly, silly
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.

young, man, how little did he know the power
of an Arab, or Turkish woman’s eve, or
how quickly they can detect any mlposture
of that kind” Well, to contmue the narra-
tive :—

“Saving which, the Count, who was then
sitting in Madame Otto’s boudoir, added, ¢ Come,
let us try how I should look,” and hastily mcta-
morphosed himselfsas onc of the fair sex, with
the aid of one of the fair Levantine’s dresses.
The disguise was so complete, that Madame
Otto could not keep her cyes off him, and
seemed quite bewildered at the Count’s first
début in female character.,

“Soon, however, she became more accus-
tomed to his metamorphosis, and then burst
into a fit of laughter at the droll idea which
he had taken into his head, and which she
looked upon as a most dangerous enterprise,
knowing as she did the formidable character
of that Grand Lady, as the Egyptians call
her to this day; for after that title of Grand
bestowed upon her by Mchemet Ali, all the
eldest sons of the Viceroy are styled Grand
Pachas. Madame Otto again burst out laugh-
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ing, However, in a short time, she accorded
the Count her co-operation.

“It is certain that the lovely Levantine did
not po‘s much firmness of character, " for
even the Count’s mad whim, which, however,
had wmethod in it, was wisdom itself, when
compared with many of that volatile lady’s
vagarics. She carried out all the Count’s in-
structions to the very letter; and her embassy
proved as successful as he desired. The audi-
ence was granted, and the day appointed, on
which occasion she acted as lady’s maid, with
such taste and tact that the Count, when he
looked in his mirror, was really unable to
recognise himself.  Ie acknowledged that he
had the vanity to think that he really looked
like a very pretty woman. The success of this
rehcarsal gave them both great hopes that the
attempt itself would realize their most sanguine
wishes.

«The Count, who related the adventure to
me,” added the old Frenchwoman, “did it so
naively, that I cannot do Detter than repeat
his own words, ‘I wore,” said he, ‘for I can
still remember it as plainly as if it were only
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yesterday, a very pretty white chip hat, a
rich crape bertha covered my thin shoulders,
and an ample merino velvet dress, trimmed
with deep rows of Mechlin lace, whilld helped
to conceal any defect that I might have other-
wisc shown in my mean and slender figure, My
transformation was performed with the greatest
secrecy ; no mortal being, except our two sclves,
having been entrusted with our secret. My
male attire was carcfully concealed, and when
my toilet was finished, I availed myselt of the
absence of all the domestics, whom the Levan-
tine lady had sent out on some distant crrands,
to take my place in the drawing-room, as if 1
had been a stranger, who had come to pay her
a visit.

“ A handsome carriage which I had hired
for the occasion, togcther with two footmen,
to whom I was unknown, were waiting for me
at the door. It would, perhaps, have been far
better if I could have prevailed upon my
charming hostess to accompany me; but all
my entreaties to do so proved unavailing. I
really felt that I should never be able to keep
my countenance, and the semblance of a smile,
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nowever slight, might place both our lives in
jeopardy. I waived that point; for, to tell
you the truth, I did not care much about
her company on that occasion. Although I
had planned the whole affair without having any
particular object in view, my mind was agitated
with many a foolish hope and romantic idea.
Ience I preferred being alone; for, perhaps,
had the charming Levantine accompanied me,
I should not have had a #’te-a-tte conversation
with the Grand Princess. I promised to make
some excuse for her; to acquaint Her Highness
that she had been takeu suddenly ill; to tell
Iler Highness any falsehood which came upper-
most in my mind at the moment.

“My dear friends, I can assure you that
Signora Rosina (for that was the name of the
Levantine) had never before appeared so lovely
in my eyves. She almost overwhelmed me with
precautions. ‘ Take care, above all things, to
beware of the snares and. captivating manners
of that most formidable of syrens.” I remarked
to her that she need not entertain the slightest
jealousy, since I had now become a woman;
and if it should unfortunately happen that the

VOL. IL F
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Princess were to entertain the least suspicion,
she might be certain that she would sooner
have me empaied than fall in love with me.
*Who can tell?’ replied she, as she shook me
affectionately by the hand; ¢for that woman is
of such a whimsical disposition.’

“ Preceded by two handsome sais, with their
flowing garments, who ran nimbly along before
the horses, I.soon reached the Esbekiéh, in
which quarter the Princess’s new palace was
situated. To say that I did not experience
considerable trepidation when I found mysclf
on the threshold of that princely dwelling,
would be untrue; on the contrary, my hcart
palpitated very much, Like the hunter, I
could not behold the tigress in her den with-
out experiencing considerable alarmy for I re-
membered that if that was the Grand Princess’s
palace, it was also the residence of her husband,
the cruel and merciless Defterdar.

“When far away from its precinets, I had
only thought of the wife; but now that I found
myself within it, my thoughts naturally dwelt
upon the husband, and the remembrance of his
bloody exploits awakened anything but pleasing
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reminisccnces in my mind, I had forgotten
that, being much inferior in rank to his wife,
he was, according to the Oriental -custom, her
slave rather than her liege lord and master,
and that she alone possessed sovereign power
within her domain. I had also overlooked the
fact, that a husband, no matter who he may
be, never cnters the Harem when his lady has
visitors, and that the eunuchs, or grooms of
the chamber, who always stand at the door, are
placed there cxpressly to say to him, ‘You
must not enter.”  Therefore it was, morally
speaking, quite impossible that I could beard
the lion in his den, or awaken his suspicions.

“1 was cvidently expected.  On alighting
from the carriage I was received by about
half-a-dozen  fieree-looking cunuchs, black as
chony, wearing the fez, and richly clad. The
vounger ones wore red jackets, embroidered
down the shoulders at the back and front,
which terminate in a point at the centre of
the back, at the waist; and the others large
flowing white muslin robes. With the excep-
tion of one or two, who were very handsome,
all of these ‘phantoms’ of men were stout,

F 2
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. paunch-bellied, and puffed up; their eyes be-
tokening haughtiness and cunning of the decpest
dye. .

I was conducted by them through a court-
yard ; then we passed into a second one, which
opened into a large octagonal vestibule, paved
with beautiful white marble, where I was handed
over to six white slaves, all of whom were
voung, well made, and extremely pretty. They
wore on their heads small velvet richly-em-
broidered fezes; and their dark jet hair hung
in flowing ringlets down their backs. They
were attired in wide trousers, hemmed at the
bottom, through which ran a string drawn up
and fastened round the leg just above the ankle,
like a garter. The trousers were then pulled
down over the feet (which they concealed) ; they
are made of the stoutest and richest blue and red
silk, between which and the bottom lining rolls
of muslin are placed. It is that weight which
causes that shuffling manner of moving about
they have, for their carriage bardly deserves
the name of walking. Their waists were encir-
cled with costly Cashmere shawls ; they wore
long jackets, beautifully embroidered with gold
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«thread and lace, which were open at the chest,
but reached down to their hips; their small
feet were encased in elegant Oriental slippers;
their wrists were ornamented with most costly
golden bracelets, in which were set many almost
priceless diamonds, some white, others pink,
yellow, and black.

“ Escorted by them, I ascended the beautiful
staircase, on the landing of which stood ten
other slaves ready to receive me: they were
all white, and dressed in the same costume.
There my shoes were removed from off my
feet, and a pair of handsome Turkish boots
replaced them. Then I was muffled up, I
hardly know how, but believe it was in a
superb Cashmere shawl; and, thus swathed,
I was led through three or four saloons, each
one more spacious than the last, and all most su-
perbly decorated ; but the style partook more of
Europcean than of Oriental luxury. The mirrors,
the lace curtains, and the hangings were of Pari-
sian workmanship. The divans, which were
covered with the richest damask, embroidered
with gold and studded with pearls, weré alone
of Oriental craft; and as to the carpet, it was,
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perhaps, one of the finest ever woven in Persia.
When the Princess left it for any other resid-
ence, all the carpets were taken up, the cur-
tains unfastened, the divans covered, and every-
thing turned topsyturvy.

“Thence we proceeded into a small room, but
much more cozy, more congenial to my ideas
than the others, because it was more frequently
occupied. There I was requested to be scated to
await the Princess, who soon made her appear-
ance. I was highly delighted to have a few
moments to prepare myself for the dangerous
interview and the perilous adventure in which
I had engaged. The fresco of the ceiling of
that room was wretchedly painted; the chairs
were European, covered with red morocco, but
very shabby. Double deep scarlct curtains
hung over the open windows which looked into
the Dbeautiful gardens, and cast a dark shade
upon my person.

“ Here were assembled several other slaves;
scme of whom, from their dark ebony com-
plexions and regularity of features, were cvi-
dently- Abyssinians. Their costume resembled
that of the white slaves, except that they were
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not so rich. Several of the latter were attired
in robes open at the sides, all of whom were
bedizened with emeralds, topazes, turquoises
and several other precious gems of great value.
Some of them wore plumes of feathers; others,
butterflies made of diamonds, which, as they
moved their heads, flitted about, as it were,
sparkled and seemed as if they were on the
wing. ’

“There was no mistaking the Georgian, Cir-
cassian, and Greek white slaves. And yet you
must not imagine that the black ones were
ugly : this was by no means the case, as many
of them were extremely well made, nay, hand-
some, and possessed pleasing countenances.
There was even somecthing rather attractive in
the varicty of the colour of their complexions.
Besides, the cye soon becomes accustomed to
those beautiful ebony skins of the slaves, when
their features are regular and their forms fault-
less. Nearly all their black orbs were fixed
steadily upon mec; but if my presence there
attracted the curiosity of those lovely creatures,
I wA equally struck with theirs.

¢ I shll not attempt to describe to you all
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the old women, as well as the other slaves and
harridans of the Harem, who, as they stood
grouped together, alone formed a pleasing out-
line in that interesting scene. The quick and
searching glances of those fates caused me con-
siderable aunoyance; but in the twinkling of an
eye my attention was riveted upon the Grand
Princess, who had just entered the room. If I
use the expression Jrand when speaking of her,
I merely do so out of etiquette, and because that
was the title which had been given to her, for
that appellation could not be applied to her
person ; as the Princess Nuzly was of small
stature, though beautifully made.

“ As to her costume, I remember it as well as
if she now stood before me. She wore, over a
pair of wide bright amaranthus-coloured silk
trousers, a large white Cashmere dress, the loose
sleeves uf which displayed her well-formed arms,
and which, being open in front, made her train a
yard and a half in length. A waistband of
splendid large pearls, fastcned with two large
diamond clasps, encircled her waist. Her tiny
feet were encased in a pair of satin sliffpers,
almost as small as those of a child, embroidered
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with costly pearls. Iler head-dress consi.ted of
a large fillet of golden-coloured crape Cashmere,
which was twisted very prettily around her head.
Her long black hair, neatly plaited, was rolled
up behind and fastened with large diamond pins.
Her bracelets consisted of strings of enormous
pearls ; her necklace was composed of some of
the finest pearls imaginable, which fell negli-
gently on her clear alabaster skin, and half dis-
closed her bust. This enchanting figure did not
shuffle, but glided rather than 'walked, towards a
red satin divan, on which she threw herself
down.



T4 HAREM LIFE.

CHAPTER TV,

““ WHEN persons visit each other in the East it
is the custom for them, on entrance, to observe
the strictest silence. It also appears to be the
same with the women, for the Princess was a
long time before she addressed me, and etiquette
prevented me from taking the initiative. You
can well imagine how narrowly I scanned her
features. How incomparably beautiful she ap-
peared! How haughty and tapered was her
nose ; what a sweet, pretty mouth; what pearly
white teeth; the whole of her linecaments were
perfection itself ! nll g il

“T fell desperately in love with her at first
sight. Her eyebrows were painted in the true
Oriental style, just as they are delineated in the
_Holy Scriptures, and as Racine describes Queen
Jezebel to have used antimony to conceal the
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ravages of age.  Her filbert nails, I mean those
of the I’rincess Nuzly, not those of Jezebel, (al-
though in features both those women bore a
close resemblance to each other,) were stained
red with henna. But her eyes, my friends, ah!
what eyes! They were the most piercing I
had ever beheld ; at one glance they seemed to
scan me from head to foot, to read my thoughts,
and cause my heart to palpitate most violently.
In short, they shot through the very innermost
recesses of my mind. Every time that her
penetrating glance was fixed upon me I felt my
countenance change, and I could have sunk into
the earth. Is it possible, thought I, that those
scrutinizing orbs can read the audacious lie that
I had framed ?

“ In the mean time the slaves had brought into
the room, according to custom, two pipes with
amber mouth-pieces, encircled with gold and
ornamented with a broad ring of magnificent
diamonds. They handed one to the Princess
and the other to me, and while a slave knelt
down and lighted Her Highnesss,- another, a
beautiful Circassian girl, performed the same
office for myself. Then coffee was served us in
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beautiful thin Japanese cups (findjans), placed
in golden filigree zarfs and each time we sipped
it the Oriental salutation of placing the hand
to the forehead was performed. It is generally
whilst partaking of that beverage that the con-
versation begins, by passing compliments to each
other and inquiries touching the health of the
visitors,

“I have omitted to explain to you that Pret
vidence had endowed me with a wonderful
facility for acquiring languages. Having already
resided at Constantinople, and formed an inti-
macy with several members of the Turkish
Embassy in Paris, I could speak Turkish suffi-
ciently well when I arrived in Egypt to be able
to keep up a conversation, and as Turkish is
the language of the conquerors of Egypt, it is
generally spoken at Cairo, but more especially
by the government officials and the beau
monde.

“ Mehemet Ali knew no other. I therefore
naturally thought that no other ought to be
spoken in-his daughter's palace, who being
Turkish like her father, was very proud of
being thought so; so I presumed, perhaps it
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was rather too presumptuous on my part, to
dispense with the services of an interpreter, and
at once enter into conversation with my vice-
regal hostess. As soon as the usual compli-
ments had been exchanged, and, Heaven be
praised ! they did not last long, I conveyed to
Her Highness the fair Levantine’s decp regret
that her sudden indisposition had prevented
her from accompanying mev I told her that
she was extremely ill, almost in the last agonies
of death, and I am really astonished that I did
not even go so far as to state that she was
dead.

“ When once we begin to tell lies we hardly
ever know where to stop. The excuses that I
made for that lady’s absence were graciously
accepted by the Grand Princess, and our con-
versation passed on to other subjeets.

“¢Ilave you any family ¥’

“That is always the first question which an
Oriental lady asks her visitor. I auswered as a
matter of course, in the negative.

« ¢ Therefore I suppose you are journeying to
Jerusalem to pray to yqgr prophet to give you
some?’ added the Princess.
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“ ¢ Your Highness, with singular aptitude,
has guessed the object of my journey.'

« ¢ May Allab grant you your desire! for then
your husband will love you more affectionately.
Does he go with you?’

* ¢ No, your Highness, business detains him
in Europe.’

“¢T am sorry for that: for it must be very
dull to have to travel all that long way alone,
For when a woman has to endure loneliness it
is almost as wretched as death!’

“Ier Highness's language was very impres-
sive; an appropriate gesture accompanicd every
sentence.  You must allow, my dear friends,
that the subject which she had mooted was a
very delicate onc for me to answer: so that
I endeavoured to turn the conversation upon
some other topic. But to do so was no casy
task, as that of all the daughters of the Prophet
is always of a very mediocre nature. Thus
the interchange of visits among themselves is
scarcely anything morc communicative than
pauses of interminable silence. But Mehemet's
daughter was, for a T\;kish lady, a very superior
person; she appeared to possess something
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more than a mere smattering of general lmc;w-
ledge. Dearly beloved by her extraordinary
father, possessing his unlimited confidence, she
had, literally speaking, been the companion of
his misfortunes and active life, and, therefore,
had become quite a politician.

“It very seldom happens that women in the
East meddle with politics, but especially the
Princesses ; nevertheless she had become quite
au fait with them, and her beautiful mouth often
uttered both very pleasing and terrible truths.
I gathered this outline of her character from
the hints which she let fall about some very
serious affairs which had happened at that
time, showing me clearly how well and deeply
she had studied the art of government. No
topic appeared to come amiss to her.  Not-
withstanding, however, that politics had always
been my own peculiar forte, still it was evident
that I onght not to appear to take much interest
in the subject, sceing that I mysclf was then
but a woman.

“ Wishing to act my ncw character to per-
fection, I turned the conversation as skilfully
as I could, and began to display my feminine
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weakpess by praising, in the most fulsome
Oriental style possible, the lovely pearls, large
diamonds, and jewellery, with which the Grand
Princess had adorned her person, at the same
time taking care to assure her that her taste in
those matters had been the theme of general
admiration in Paris and in London; and T ex-
pressed to her how great would be my delight
if she would so far honour me as to let me see
her casket of jewels.
“Alas! how little did she suspect that the
“‘!&'ightost jewel she possessed, in my estimation,
was her own lovely. self! But I dare not for
p‘('r)xll(ls have expressed those sentients to her.
I found out, however, at a later period, that I
had been guilty of an act of very great indis-
cretion in asking Iler Highness to show me
her jewels. DBut she did not express any aston-
ishment at my rudeness; for she was above
taking offence at such a slight infringement of
etiquette by a stranger. Thercfore making a
signal to an old Abyssinian slave, who probably
held the office of ¢ Keeper of the Jewels,” she
left the room immediately.
¢ She re-entered it shortly afterwards, accom-
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panied by several other slaves of the ’same
caste, who came loaded with an immense iron
chest, covered over with red sdtin, richly
spangled with gold. It was opened, and the
Jjewcls were taken out of the cascs.

“ It is impossible to describe their magni-
ficence and splendour! My sight was actually
almost as much dazzled by looking at them
as if [ had been fixing ‘my eves upon a
glaring  midday tropical sun, for blindness
scemed  suddenly to have come upon me.
Aladdin’s wonderful lamp, I am quite sure,
could never have given its fortunate possessor
a sight of an.\‘thing like™ those precious gems.
Among them were pearls as large as pigeons’
cges, topazes as big as fowls’ cggs, emeralds
as large as pears, rubies, diamonds, and—1
rcally cannot enumerate the names of half
the other uncut precious stones; but there
were quite cnough of them to fill a bushel
measure. How many countless millions of
pounds sterling in jewels did® that chest con-
tain! Just picture to yourself a superb chain
of diamonds, mounted transparently, all of the
same size, without spot or blemish, and as
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big a¢ large Barcelona nuts.  You can imagine
a beautiful full-blown rose, with its blossoms,
buds, and laves all composed of diamonds; a
very large one formed the heart of that queen
of flowers, which was ouly fitted to have been
plucked by a fairy from the garden of the
Peri.

“Then I was shown a splendid waistband,
about half a foot wide, and of good length, and
so heavy that my hands trembled bencath its
weight. Do vou wish to know what redered
it so heavy? Well, my dear friends, it con-
sisted of diamonds, and such didmonds, that it
actually appeared as if it were one solid picee.
It is utterly impossible for me to describe to
you all the head-dresses, bracelets, clasps, rings,
and smaller articles contained in that chest.

“ As to the quantity of gold and less valuable
precious stones, all of which would have made
the eyes of a London belle of the season sparkle
with delight, they were countless, although
scarcely any slave in that Ilarem would have
considered any of them worth her acceptance.
I cannot omit stating the fact, however un-
palatable such may be to the French nation,



MAGNIFICENT JEWELS. 83

that within that iron -coffer were to be seen
a superb crown of diamonds and several most
costly trinkets which had formerly belonged to
that amiable Empress Josephine, Napoleon the
Great's consort ; but by what chance they had
become buried, as it were, within the precincts
of an Egvptian Harem, I was unable to learn.

“The Grand Princess, at a latter period, 1
believe, presented them to one of the little
Princesses, so that the costly Imperial crown
passed away into the hands of a less worthy
and less distinguished personage.  Now it is the
property of the Valide Princess of Egvpt,
and she wore it on her last visit to Constan-
tinople. The Princess Nuzly hardly deigned
to bestow a glance upon all these priceless
treasures,

“¢*Your Highness, inquired I, after having
greatly extolled the beauty and workmanship
of those wonders of art and nature, ‘does not
often wear them ?’

“¢Never,” replied she, very curtly. ‘No.
never ; they are too heavy; and of what use
would it be for me to adorn my person with
them ¢’

G 2
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“ Then there was a long pause: the silence at
length became so painful, that my cmbarrass-
ment was: extreme, more cspecially s the
Princess never removed her eyes from off my
face.

* Not daring to presume to break the silenee,
for fear I might be considered too loguacious,
I endeavoured to conceal my perplexity, by
smoking a little, And drinking coffec; a slave,
the same who had attended upon me on my
entrance into the room (for cach has her office
allotted to her), that handsome Circassian, of
whom I have already spoken, kept continually
replenishing my pipe. .

“¢I have been told that you have a great
desire to visit my Tarem; vour request shall
be gratified.” Upon a sign beine given, T was
immediately surrounded by half-a-dozen slaves,
all equally pretty, who took me with them.
They were preceded by an older one, who led
me into the interior of the apartments.

“ The Mother of the Ilarem, who wore a large
diamond necklace, appeared to have supreme
command over all the others; she was a funny
jovial creature, as nearly all the old slaves
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generally are; the young ones, on the cortrary,
appeared sad, with downcast cyes, like weak
plants, which have been kept away from the
sun, nay, even shut up from the fresh air, and
doomed never to enjoy cither liberty or love.

“ We ascended a marble double staircase,
protected by wooden banisters, which gave
access to the smaller apartments. The latter
were composed of a great number of rooms,
similar to each other, and separated by thick
velvet and silk curtains, which, although con-
siderably smaller than the others, were all fur-
nished alike. A number of beautiful caskets,
silver fountains, embroidered handkerchiefs,
numerous vases of all shapes and sizes, a
number of pretty little objects used by the
women of the East, lay scattered about in all
dircctions, which showed that these apartments
were constantly occupied. In vain did I look
around to find a book, not even an embroidery
frame was to be seen ; so that I naturally con-
cluded that these distinguished personages
considered it quite derogatory of them to do
any single thing with their fingers: Thus it is
almost impossible to conceive the ennui which
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tlxc;se,lovely beings must endure in these gilded
cages; a most dreadful monotony, because the
windows logked out on to blank walls.

“Truth compels me to affirm, that most
outrageous incongruities met the eye at every
step we took in those splendid suites of rooms.
Thus, for instance, scanty calico curtains were
hung up at several windows, rush-bottom and
cane chairs were placed side by side with some
of the most beautiful inlaid drawing-room chairs,
and the richest divans. The Luropean chairs,
in the Princess’s drawing-room, were anything
but in keeping with the magnificent decorations
of the apartment. And I considered myself
lucky even in finding a marble floor, where ‘I
expected to see but deal planks.

“The bad taste of modernizing had even been
carried so far, as to paint the freestone of the
outside, as is now the case with the palace of
Ihs Highness the present Viceroy, at Old Cairo.
There were no signs of any bedchambers, as
the inmates sometimes slept in one room, and
sometimes in another. Mattresses, which are
encased in satin cases, and piled up in an empty
chamber in the daytime, were laid down upon
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the carpets, or on the top of long flat cushidns,
at night, on which the slaves sleep, ready
dressed.  Mosquito-curtains  were  suspended
from hooks driven into the walls, over those
occupied by the ladies of the Harem, which are
removed in the daytime, when a bouquet of
artificial flowers conceals the hooks from sight.
There were no toilet-tables, or signs of any of
the usual appendages ; they sat upon the divans,
and thus made their toilettes,

““The Princess’s bath-room was large and
well arranged.  The first room, or entrance into
it, was furnished with a plain divan, where Her
Highuess reclined on leaving the bath. Marble
baths were fixed in the sccond, or bath-room;
and in the third one were taps of hot and cold
water, combs, brushes, essences, scents, and the
usual requisites of an Oriental lady’s toilette.
All these apartments were lighted by cupolas
from the top. On entering, I observed several
long marble tables, on which were placed a
collection of small slippers, and plain yellow
leather bubouches (half-boots), appropriated for
the use of the slaves. The Princess did not
accompany me in this iuspection, but cvery
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room showed signs of her personal surveillanee,
especially the bath-room, and consequently for
me they had a peculiar attraction.

‘ Having thus ran through the whole suite,
I was conducted back again to the apartment
which I had quitted with my eicerone.  There 1
resumed my place near Her Highness, and my
pipe was again replenished, and coffee handed
to me, by the beautiful Circassian slave. A
short time afterwards, three white slaves sat
themselves down, just as adroitly as if they had
been Europeans, at the further end of the room,
upon rush-bottom chairs—yes, upon wretched-
looking rush-bottom chairs! One of them took
up the oud (a kind of guitar), the strings of
which she struck with a piece of shell; another
played a long flute, resembling in shape that
which the ancient painters always skcteh Ceeilia
as placing to her lips; while the third one passed
her small hand upon a tar (similar to a tam-
bourine, but rather larger), which she beat
hurriedly. The whole of these three instru-
ments were out of tune, so that it was extremely
difficult to catch any harmony, for the whole
produced a most dull and monotonous, but yet
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not unpleasing, sound. A fourth slave, the
melody of whose voice Her Highness had much
praised, ought to have sung fo that accompani-
ment ; but, I cannot tell how, the poor girl had
been so imprudent as to catch a cold; so that
it was utterly out of her power to sing a single
note.  She Dblushed deeply with confusion,
trembled with fear, evidently foreseeing the
storm that was about to break over her head;
for she came and cast herself at the Princess’s
feet. How I longed to take her place! and kiss
Nuzly’s pretty little feet, to obtain pardon for
the fault of which the slave had so unintention-
ally been guilty.

* «« But what right had a slave to catch cold—to
lose that voice which did not belong to her, but
which was the sole property of her who had
bought her ? What an abominable crime! The
haughty Princess, whom this untoward accident
had greatly disconcerted, more especially as it
had disarranged the fantasia that Her Highness
had prepared for a foreign visitor, frowned
most darkly at the prostrate girl ; her eyebrows
almost met, and her countenance assumed an
expression of fiendish cruelty. Then well did I
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svc‘tlzgnt she was a fitting consort for the Nero-
like Defterdar. ¢ May thy voice,” said she to
the, poor slave, ip a threatening tone, as she
kicked her from her, ‘remain for ever dumb!’
She clapped her hands twice ;5 then two eunnchs
appeared, and led away the poor innocent victim
of her malevolence.

“ Whether it was my imagination or reality
I know not, but it seemed to me that I soon
after heard stifled cries and a cracking of the
courbache (or native whip, made from strips of
buffalo hides); but those mournful shrieks were
soon drowned by the discordant sounds of the
instruments. The countenance of the Princess,
which had borne such a sombre aspect, now
appeared all radiant with smiles.

“ After the concert was terminated, then the
ballet began. Four dancers glided into the
apartment, holding copper sagancts (castancts),
from which vibrated a complete rush of sonorous
notes. All four of them had recently been sent
as a present to the Princess from Constantinople.
They were attired in red silk trousers, trimmed
with gold, and elegant blue damask jackets,
open at the chest, and which set off their fine
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figures to the greatest advantage. Their black
raven hair hung down their backs in long curls,
like that of the other slaves; but one of them
was quite fair, and her hair was cut in the
Savovard fashion. The most beautiful of the
four, a charming creature of about tweuty years
of age, led the dance & la mode Taglioni.
Nothing could possibly surpass the agility,
nimbleness, and grace of -all her attitudes;
her whole contour was the personification ,of
elegance itself. Her head was thrown back, her
small mouth half open, the eyes half closed, as
she bounded about the room like a graceful
gazelle; and every time that her artistic
enthusiasm led her in front of one of the
immense mirrors which reached from the ceiling
down to the floor, she glanced coquettishly at
her own figure—inost assuredly excusable in so
lovely a creature; for it was impossible to
conceive a more exquisite specimen of feminine
beauty and symmetry.

“The ballet was the lion’ of the fantasia, and
its representation took place amidst a breathless
silence, only broken at intervals by the clinking
of the saganets, and it occupied a whole hour,
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“Fhe Princess scarcely bestowed any atten-
tion upon an amusement which was no novelty
to her, and with which she had entertained me
as being a foreigner of distinction. As Ier
Highness reclined indolently on her divan, her
red lips were placed -from time to time to the
beautiful amber mouthpiece of her chibouk, from
which she puffed forth light clouds of perfumed
smoke. Occasionally she scemed as if lost in
deep thought ; but those picreing dark orbs of
hers never took their glance off me; and even
when they were withdrawn, I still felt their
fascinating influence upon me, for the very
marrow in my bones appeared to become frozen
within me.

“The slaves who were unemployed stood at
the end of the saloon, but many of them kept
constantly moving about; and from the number
that I saw that day, I should think that Iler
Highness must have had not less than a
hundred white, and a much greater number of
black ones. Some of them were not more than
six years old. While the dancing was going
on, several of them were employed in handing
us violet, jasmine, and rose sherbet, with various
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kinds ‘of confectionery, but especially that of
Ralat-loukown (so much prized by the Turks,
and which had been sent to IHer Highness
from Constantinople, where it is made in per-
fection), which was served up in beautifully
cmbossed silver vasces.

“Still that lovely, tall, graceful Clircassian
kept kuccling and handing me sweetmeats in
silver-gilt spoons, and  sherbet in large gold
cups encrusted with diamonds. I drank it very
slowly, which gave me an opportunity of gazing
upon her beautiful features; and when T had
drunk it, she presented me with a fine. Indian
muslin napkin, fringed round with a very deep
border of gold and silk, of which a European
lady would have made a head-dress for the
opera or masquerade.  During which, and, in
fact, all the time my visit lasted, Abvssinian
slaves, with their white ivory teeth, kept con-
stantly fanning me with large ostrich plumes.

“ T think 1 have already mentioned that some
other strangers came to visit the Grand Princess
during the time that I was with her. Two
Coptic ladies, dressed in decp mourning, mother
and daughter, the former a widow, passed
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through the saloon, with slow, theatrical car-
riage, like two spectres. As soon as they
reached Her Highuess, they knelt down, kissed
her slipper, and then sat themsclves down at
the bottom of the room, near the slaves. Ten
minutes after they had seated themselves, they
returned, faced the Princess, and again went
through the same salutation; after which they
retired with the same solemnity as they had
entered.

“The Princess did not even deign to cx-
change words with them ; consequently she had
not the trouble of replying to any questions,
and the most deathlike: silence followed that
ceremonial introduction. This is the manner in
which all official visits are paid in the Dast
My reception, as I have already described,
was of a very diffcrent character; but then I
was a foreigner, a stranger of rank, in the
East; for here, as elsewhere, such individuals
are always received with marks of great dis-
tinction.

“ Although my visit had been prolonged the
greater part of the day, still it seemed to me but
a second, and T was quite delighted to think
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ful. Everything has its end, but especially
lucky adventures.

“ At length the hour of departure arrived.
Accordingly, I submitted with the best grace
possible to the final ceremony, which terminates
all visits to distinguished personages in the
Ilast. Two slaves advanced towards we; one
held in her hands an incensé-burner, (in which
was burning the wood of aloes,) with which she
wafted the smoke into my nostrils, and per-
fumed me as if I had been a holy persony the
other held a small silver arn, pierced with small
holes, filled with rose-water, which she sprinkled
over my whole person.

I reeeived this double attention in the most
impassible manner possible, and thus, anointed
with strong perfumes, I slightly touched with
the tips of my fingers the Princess’s hand, and
then put them respectfully to my lips; which
is the mode in which persons of rank take
leave of distinguished Orientals.  The Princess
bowed graccfully to me; then rising up all at
once, just as I had reached the door, she ad-
vanced towards me :—
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“*Stop,” said she to me, ‘1 must show
you my garden. And 1 will accompany you
myself!

* We passed through the reception-room, then
descended a staircase, passed through a hall
into a beauntiful kiosk, but as empty and un-
adorned as a Dutch Protestant church, but
delightfully cooled by a large marble fountain,
which plaged in. the centre. Then we passed
into the garden. A whole troop of cunuchs
preceded and also followed wus; while the
group of black and white slaves kept at a
respectful distance. I remained by the side
of the Princess, whose long robe trained along
the ground. Her Highness took hold of my
hand as we descended the staircase, and, lucky
was it for me that I bad a very small hand,
totally unlike that of a man, or else it would
have betrayed me.

“ While I was seated on the divan, I main-
tained my new character extremely well; but
when I began to walk, I experienced consider-
able embarrassment, and although 1 possessed
the features, the height, and even a most
feminine voice, as I have already explained,
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still T bhad not the shuffling “deportnens I
cndeavoured, as well as I could, to take short
steps, so as to avoid treading upon my elegant
long velvet dress, which I held up, as a sapper
does his leathern apron.

“ Fortunately, the Orientals, being naturally
of sclentary habits, do not shuffle along very
quichly, unless when in a passion, and then they
glide about as swiftly and noiselessly as ser-
pents s and I imagine that there could not be
anything so peculiar in my walk, awkward as it
must have been, to have excited the slightest
suspicion of my sex. The advanced guard of
cunuchs, and that of the slaves who followed
us, kept at such a respectful distance from us
that it was utterly impossible for them to over-
hear our couversation ; we, however, maintained
an interminable silence, but it would have been
all the same if we had been conversing with each
other.

“The gardens, into which we had entered,
might be denominated very beautiful ; but
L confess that I was so dreadfully agitated,
that I am quite unable to give any description
of them; I was so entirely occupied in taking

VOL. IL H
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shotv steps, and so fearful lest T should catch
a sunstroke, that I did not bestow the slightest
attention upon the flowers, flower-beds, or foun-
tains which were scattered about and which
played into marble basins.  All that [ remem-
ber 1s, that we walked for some time along,
very slowly, under a very shady avenue of
sycamore-trees, and where I must have been
least noticed.  ®

“The silence that both I and the Princess
observed towards each othcr at length became
unbearable. So at last I took upon myself
to break it, and began to praise, in as 'purc
Turkish as I was master of, the perfume of
the flowers, which I had neither noticed nor
smelt ; the gentle murmuring of the waters,
that I had not listened to, and was proceed-
ing,in the same strain when the Princess
interrupted me rather sharply, without the
least allusion to the eflusions of my poctical
rhapsody :—

“¢I hope that you do not for a moment
imagine I am your dupe?’ said she, in a curt
manner, at the same time letting fall ny
hand, which she had held in hers up to that
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moment.  “If my husband, Defterdar, whose
anger knows no bounds, had scen you, and had
but the slightest inkling of your audacity in
thus presenting yourself before me, he would
have had you empaled upon the spot and most
assurcdly vou would have deserved it.’

“cI flatter myself,) said I, “that I have
shown you, and I will prove to you again
shortly, that I possess no fear, and that I am no
coward.’

“ Nevertheless, I cannot but confess that those
words gave me such an clectric shock, that the
whole of my limbs shivered and trembled
violently. The bare idea of empalement is far
from being agreeable at any time. I was so
thunderstruck that I remained speechless. For-
tunately, the Princess gave me no time to offer
any reply.

“ ¢ But luckily for you,” replied she, in a more
subdued voice, ‘my terrible husband is not at
home, and I am as much mistress of my own
actions as a woman can possibly be in any Mus-
sulman’s country, Adventurous mortals are far
from being displeasing to me; I adnire courage,

no matter what form it takes; even if it borders
H 2



100 HAREM LIFE.

on Eémcrity or rashness. If then you are as
brave and bold as the enterprise which vou have
now undertaken makes me give you credit for,
you will come to the Mogreh to-morrow, to the
Elfy Gate; a tall negro, dressed in red, will
pass you, touch you on the left shoulder, as he
walks along. TFollow that slave if' vou wizh to
know anything more.’

“Saying which she again took hold of my
hand as if nothing had happened, and led me
on without uttering another svllable to the
foot of the staircase. There she took leave of
me in the most cordial and graceful manner
imaginable, saying, in a loud tone, so that
all present might overhear her, that she was
exceedingly grateful at having had the plea-
sure of conversing with such a ladylike
specimen of my countrywomen, all of whom
she trusted resembled me both in manners and
habits.

“Preceded by the eunuchs, and followed by
the slaves, I was led to the outer gate of the
palace with the same ceremony us had been
observed on my arrival. A devil of a tall
black, armed with a most formidable-looking
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courbache, was present as sentry at the gate
as I took my departure, for fear lest any of the
slaves should take it into their heads to take
French-leave and quit the palace. T propitiated
that sovereign of Egypt, Prince Baksheesh, by
handing the Grand Eunuch several purses of
gold coins.  Entering my carriage, perhaps a
little more hastily than ladies general do, I was
driven straight to the residence of my charming
friend, the lovely Levantine, in whose clothes I
was dressed ; there T exchanged my habiliments
and put on my own attire. She had been very
uncasy during my absence as to the result of
my daring and dangerous exploit. I assured
her that my success had even been far greater
than T had anticipated, and that I had satisfied
my curiosity very easily. But true it is, that I
did not think it prudent to let her into the
secret of the manner in which my stratagem had
terminated. When I say terminated, I am in
error, for it was scarcely in its zenith, and the
actual finale of it was at that moment quite en-
veloped in mystery.

““You are not young it is true, but you were
so once; consequently you will believe me
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when T affirm that I never closed my eves the
whole of the following night. My brain kept
thinking of all the good and bad reports which
I had heard about the Princess Nuzly, and
my mind became extremely uncasy. Was it
really a meeting or a snare? Was I to be
the hero of some good fortune or the vietim
of vengeance? My position appeared to be of
a most embarrassing nature, especially as I well
knew the reputed character of that Princess,
and the dreadful things which were recounted
of her. Good fortune does not shield us from
vengeance, nor vengeance from our enjoyment
of it; the question was, if it were possible to
avoid the one and to enjoy the other. My
mind was employed in trying to solve that
difficult enigma. The finale of my adventure,
however, will give you a key to the solution
at which I arrived. You must also bear in
mind that I was then only twenty yecars of
age.

* Early in the morning I repaired to Khan-
el-Khalyly ; there I purchased at the shop of
one Barakat, who knew me intimately, an ex-
cellent Damascus scimitar, as fine as a hair, and
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which was so highly tempered that it would
have cut an eider-down pillow in half. This I
concealed beneath my cloak,—for I now wore
my male habiliments—this was my life pro-
tector 5 and placing a six-barrelled revolver in
my pocket, I walked up and down the Mogreb
in front of the Elfy Gate.

“It was not long before the negro clad in
red made his appearance and touched me on
the shoulder as he passed. As that gate of
Cairo is one of the most frequented, I did not
attract the curiosity of any of the passers-by
as I turned round and followed him. This I
did and continued to do at about twenty paces
distance, still kecping him always in sight.
Walking at first in the direction of Boulac, my
guide soon proceeded along a path to the left,
and after having taken several windings which
always led nearer to the banks of the Nile,
he stopped short, which I did also, at the foot
of a high wall which secemed to block up our
passage.

“ As night had suddenly closed in I did not
at first perceive the small low door, which had
all the appearance of being the postern gate of
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some old castle, of which the negro posscssed
the key. While he was in the act of stooping
down, for he was full six teet high, I scanned
the height of the wall, and kept thinking
whether, in case of need, it were possible for
me to scale it by dint of a gigantic feat, That
is what is called, in military parlance, taking
a reconnoitre in casc of emergency. I was just
on the point of measuring it more accurately
with my eye, not having any instruments with
me, when the tall slave interrupted my calcula-
tions by touching me on the shoulder as a token
that the door was open. I crossed the threshold
with a firm step, at the same time feeling that
my revolver ;was safe in my pocket, and my
Damascus blade by my side. The slave quickly
shut the door after me, and I continued to
follow him., He passed across a long garden,
which I shall not stop to describe, for the best
of all reasons that the darkness of the night
prevented me from being able to discern how
it was laid out. My guide maintained an im-
perturbable silence.

“] really believe (may God forgive me!) that
he was a mnute, and I will not swear but that he
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was deaf also, for he did not reply to a single
question which I put to him. The grating of
our footsteps echoed on the hard sandy paths
of the avenues as we passed along. After
making several detours, we at length reached
the door of a kiosk concealed beneath some
large trees, which must have formed a most
grateful retreat in the daytime. My mute of
a guide did not enter therein, but pushed me
rather than introduced me into it, and there
I was within that mysterious retreat alone in
the dark, and without being able to grope my
way. My first care was to find out my posi-
tion as best I could. All that I was enabled
to discover was that I trod on a thick carpet,
strewn with the softest cushions, and that the
hangings were of silk. It was surrounded with
a large divan. I had just finished taking this
inventory of the ]Jenate.s; when I felt something
clasp my neck. Do not be alarmed, my friends,
it was not the classic silken cord of the mutes of
the Seraglio : it was only the two soft arms of a
lovely woman.

“This mode of reception was adopted to
banish all my fears. I returned the embrace
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as any young man would naturally have done,
without waiting to identify the person of the
individudl who had thus honoured me with a
private interview, and my approaches wcre
returned with corresponding alacrity. I was
not long before I knew perfectly well who my
unknown Venus was,

“Now T must beg that you will allow me to
draw the curtain upon the seene which followed.

“The night passed away as rapidly as if it
had been but a few seconds ; the stars were still
shining most brilliantly, when that awful word,
‘Farewell,” was pronounced by the swectest
lips I had ever pressed, and by a woman who
was much more mistress of her own actions
than I was of mine. I felt half inclined to
have translated for her edification that beauti-
ful balcony scene in Shakspeare’s ¢ Romeo and
Juliet’ into the purest Turkish that I could
command ; but she appeased my regrets by
breathing into my ear the fond hope that I
would come again to-morrow, at the same hour,
and in the same manner; and then, erftbracing
me, the lovely phantom vanished, in the twin-
kling of an eye, like an cthereal being.
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“1 did not remain long alone ; a heavy hand
was placed upon my shoulder and I hastily
retreated. My safety, however, was not yet
secured. I was not long in discovering that,
instead of returning by the way he had con-
ducted me, my guide, still the same black,
dressed in red, took me in quite a different
direction. He walked straight towards the
Nile, which lay before us, “as the creaking of
the sakias, ¢ water-wheels,” confirmed.

“¢Good,’ said I, as my heart beat with its
usual promptitude. ¢ This is like having passed
a quarter of an hour as Rabelais did. Now
comes the forfeit. I am doomed to pay for the
happiness I have enjoyed’ And all the dread-
ful tales which I had heard of the baseness and
treachery of the Princess Nuzly presented them-
selves to my imagination,

“\When a collegian my tutors taught me to
belicve that Queen Cleopatra possessed such
charms, that many thought themselves happy
in passing an evening alone with her even at
the sacrifice of their lives. I remembered that
I was in Egypt, and if I had not quitted the
presence of a Queen, I had at least left the
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arms of a Princess, who, if she were not equally
beautiful, seductive, and powerful, still was
quite as inhuman. The only difference was
that I bad not given her any right to take
possession of my person, and most assuredly I
was not fool enough to sacrifice it for the love
I bore her beauteous orbs.

“ But how and by what means was I to escape
from the snare into which she had entrapped
me? This second Margaret of Burgundy’s
black Orsini was six feet high, his frame Her-
culean, and I should have stood but little chance
had 1 wrestled with such an antagonist. That
Goliah would have crushed me with his thumb,
and I possessed not the prowess of David.

It is true that I was armed with one of the
keenest of Damascus blades ever made, and a
six-barrelled revolver; but then the report of
fire-arms would bave brought a legion of eunuchs
to his rescue, and as to the scimitar, well-
tempered as it was said to be, I placed no con-
fidence in it, as I had never used such a warlike
weapon before. If my blow had missed I was a
dead man ; and yet I was obliged to adopt some
plan; time pressed, or else in a few short mo-
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ments all would be over with me, and I should
never again drive or walk along the Cascine at
Florence.

“The creaking of the sakins became more dis-
tinct; the Nile was evidently not far from us.
The first dawn of the day, which gives such a
very indistinet light in the East, hardly allowed
me to distinguish any more than the lofty wall
bevond the trecs, which on ‘that as well as on
the other sides encircled the garden. Soon
afterwards | saw the gate which opened on
to the river and yvou may rest assured that
I was taken aback when 1 saw that it was
guarded by three tall phantoms, three devils
of blacks, placed there most unquestionably to
scize hold of me and to cast me into the Nile,
like a kitten, as they had done many a Euro-
pean before.

“ At the sight of those formidable opponents,
I resolved to put into execution the project T
had been meditating.  Slackening mjr pace,
I took advantage of an angle of masonry-work,
which cdncealed me from observation, to rush
upon my guide with the agility of a man
who struggles for his life, and to plunge my
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Damascus blade up to its very hilt into his
body. My trial stroke proved a chef-d'ceuvre.
It must have pierced his heart, as the poor devil
dropped down dead instantaneously without
uttering a groan. I then rifled his pockets,
expecting to find there the key of the gate by
which I had entered the grounds. I was for-
tunate enough to put my hand upon it, and,
leaving others to bury his body, I turncd about
quickly and ran along as fast as my legs could
carry me.

“In a few minutes I reached the opposite
wall ; the same the height of which I had taken
the precaution to measure. On arriving there I
found to my dismay that I had overrated my
gymmastic abilities, and was baffled. A squirrel
could not have bounded over it. I was then
obliged to scek for the gate, which I was unable
to discover. Was it on the right hand or the
left? I could not tell. DBy mere chance I
proceeded to the right, that side appearing the
most likely; and, Heaven be praised! I had
hardly gone thirty steps before I found the gate
which had been anxiously sought for.

“Scarcely, however, had I put the key into
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the lock, when three tall black eunuchs, who
had concealed themselves behind the opposite
door, and who had given chase after me, came
suddenly upon me from different directions.
They were the same three eunuchs whom I
had seen mounting guard at the door to which
the defunct negro was proceeding. The first
one who approached me brandished a tremen-
dous large sabre, a blow froih which would have
cleft my body in twain, but the first ball from
my revolver laid him prostrate on the ground.
It had, however, only broken his arm, but that
was quite enough for the moment, as it was his
right arm, and his sabre fell from it. That
slight chastisement for his insolence produced a
most salutary effect upon his companions, who
thought that they would receive a similar cor-
rection, as they were also armed with formidable
scimitars, As they drew back I passed through
the door, and in so doing fired at them two fare-
well shots, without stopping to see what mischief
I had done, But it is most probable that they
were killed, as I proceeded quietly on my way,
and reached my own house safe and sound before
sunrise.
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“] assure you, however, that I hastcned to
quit Cairo as soon as possible, as I knew not
what might be the result of my adventure,
especially as I had killed a eunuch,  But it was
passed over in silence, for people in Egypt are
not so particular when a murder is committed as
in Europe. The East is the land of silence
as it is alsv of mystery.

“Soon afterwards I proceeded on my journey
to Jerusalem, and on my return to Caire 1
called upon wy charming Levantine  friend,
when she informed me that during my pil-
grimage to the Holy Sepulehre, H. M. the
Grand Princess had invited her to see her; on
which occasion she had treated her most gra.
ciously, and made numcrous inquiries abont e,
*her amiable friend,’” as Her Highuess termed
me. The Grand Princess, who had no wish
that the adventures in the Harem and the Kicsk
should be bruited about, very quictly pockcted
the trickqwhich had becn played her, and
nothing moge was said about it.”

Then I pondered in my own mind, how
many lovers, in that apartment in which 1 then
<tood, had paid the peunalty of their am!ucity by
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being plunged into the Nile, or allured to meet
a watery grave, perhaps beneath those very
windows from which I then beheld the lovely
moon shining so brightly, and had thus been
sent to their *last account with all their im-
perfections on their head!™ It was natural
that my imagination should dwell upon such
thoughts; not because the old Frenchwoman
had related the above incidents to me, on whose
veracity I might have placed some doubt, had
I not heard the ladies of the Harem and
slaves repeat to me many a time and oft similar
histories not only of the Grand Princess, but
of other Egyptian Harem celebrities, that had
made

* My hair stand on end, bike quills upon the fretful porcupine.”

which fully proved to me what a mysterious
abode a Harem is.

vor, I, b
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CHAPTER V.

THE next morning I was awoke at four o'clock
by the three Gernmans, the laundrymaid, needle-
woman, and cook (the latter of whom had only
arrived at Gh zire a short time previous to
our departure, and had not as yet been able to
enter on her duties, there being no kitehen in
that Harem, or any batteric dv cuisine for her
use) knocking at the door of my room, as they
had only just arrived from Cairo,

Upon making inquiries of them, it appearcd
that they did not leave the Ilarem at Ghezire
until nine o’clock at night, although their beds, &c.
had been taken away from them at the time
all the others were packed and sent away. |
learned that they had also been treated most
shamefully; and had their fellow-countryman,
Mr, C. L. (his Royal Highnesss civil aid-de-
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camp), been present when they rushed into my
chamber, he would have learned how little they
were disposed *to accommodate themselves
to such circumstances,” pressing though they
were.

Getting up, I hastily enveloped myself in my
flannel dressing-gown, unbolted my door, and
gave them admittance. I shall never forget
their gestie lations when they looked at my
pallet on the floor, and the large empty space
around.  They held up their hands in perfect
amazement s - Mein Gott! Mein Gott!  was
museenwir thun?” My God! My, God! what
must we do?™  The despair, the horror, which
was depicted on their countenances I shall never
forget,  They all burst into tcars, and cried
most bitterly. I endeavoured to soothe their
feclings, but to n» jurpose.

Then T inquired of them why they had come
there to disturb me (knowing that I was power-
less to help them), instead of staying in their
own room? You may guess my surprise when
they told e that they were all ordered to take
up their quarters in my room; which, in short,
was to he not the hospital as yet, but the

12
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European ward. Now I really became annoyed ;
for I could not possibly imagine for a moment
that the English governess in the family of a
Viceregal prince of Egypt ought to submit to
such an indignity as to have her chamber turned
into a ““nightly refuge” for Ismael Pacha'’s
- domestics. Thanks to the legislators of English
jurisprudence, a poor governess is not a menial
(drudge though she too often is made to be):
and one thing is quite certain, and that was that
no English family ever treated a Prussian insti-
tutrice as a domestic servant; although, had I
not battled against it, the. Prussian millionaires
in Egypt would have hud me served and held
in no better estimation than a slave!

Well, what could I do for those poor crea-
tures, who had not had food between their lips
from the hour I had left Ghezire on the jre-
vious day ? Nothing—absolutely nothing! No
propitiation on the altar of that all-powerful
sovereigu ruler of Egypt, Prince Baksheesh (jor
my beart bled for them, and I tried it, in spite
of the Princess’s orders), at that hour in the
morning, could procure them a crust.

I told them that they could lie upon the
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divan, but that it was very damp. They asked
—nay, they positively cried to me for bread
(hated Englishwoman as I was), poor helpless
creaturcs! and yet the laundrymaid, who spoke
Turkish very well, and had been in Egypt much
longer than myself, ought to have taken the pre-
caution, as [ did, to have had their breakfast and
dinner before they left. True, I had only been
enabled to obtain the former meal, but then I
found that a great support to me in my-present
state of health,

I then despatched them down to the cunuchs,
with bakshecsh in their hands, in quest of some
refreshment ; and soon afterwards they returued,
bringing with them some Arab bread, and a
small tin-pot of coffee, of which they partook
most voraciously, after which they threw them-
sclves down upou the divan, damp as it was, and
fell fast asleep.

Rising at five o’clock (for I could not slecp
after the Germans had disturbed me), I sum-
moned the slave, Zenana, to take away my bed
into the bed store-room (for it will be recollected
that in every Harem there is such a repository)
then partook of my breakfast, which consisted of
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Arab bread, as no European had yet been pro-
vided for me, and several jindjans of coffee.

Having heard the salutes fired announcing the
arrival of the Viccroy, T ordered the head-nurse
to dress the Grand Pacha; and, being desired
by their Highnesses the Princesses (who had
arrived late at night, in company with the
Valid¢ Princess) to take the little Prince, carly
in the morning, to visit his illustrious Haka, |
walked across the courtyard into the palace of
Ras-el-Tin, ** Cape of Figs.”

As we entered the grand entrance, it reminded
me at that time of the floral arcade adjoining the
Italian Opera, at Covent Garden, except that it
was much more duminutive in size, and narrower
in compass. It was now all arranged for the
grand ball, the ““lion ™ of the season, which the
Viceroy wasabout to give to the Turkish noblease
and the ¢lite of the Kuropean population of
Alexandria and Cairo, who were assembled there
on account of the excessive heat at the Capital.

The basement was covered with sawdust,
over which was laid a handsome Brussels carpet.
Coloured globular lamps were suspended from
the glass roof, which was concealed from the eye
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of the spectator by white lace and crimson silk
curtains, interlaced and looped up together in
the centre by a crimson silk rosette, in the
centre of which was placed artificial bouquets of
flowers. On each side, raised in the sawdust
floor, was an imitation parterre of blooming
cxotics, the fragrance of whose perfume was
delightfully grateful to the scnses.

A great variety of small coloured illumination
lamps were hung in festoons suspended from’
the gilded pillars.  Large, handsomely-gilded
mirrors hung down the sides, in which the
exotics were reflected. At the bottom, on each
side, were two pure white marble fountains,
whose waters, as they played, formed repre-
sentations of peacocks, with their superb tails.
Around them were placed variegated evergreens
and prettily-constructed rockeries,  Over the
door of the entrance to the palace hung a very
handsome crimson cloth curtain, embroidered
with gold crescents, and fringed with a deep
gold border. At the top of the door were
placed the Sultan's arms, and two standards
with gilt spears.

We then descended two juarble steps, which
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led us into a small marble-paved hall, which,
owing to the large orange-trees and shrubs and
* exoties it contained, presented a very sombre
appesrance, but which, when lighted up by
means of the superb lustre that bung sus-
pended from the ceiling, which was dome-
shaped and most beautifully painted and gilded,
gave it a truly fairylike coup d’anl.

It was such an’ entrance into a palace as the
"polishing of Aladdin’s wonderful lamp wmight
really have produced, but not outvied ; in short,
an Arabian Night-like creation. It was covered
with mirrors which reached from the cuiling
down to the floor, between all of which bhung
white lace and crimson silk curtains, which gave
them the appearance of windows.

Upon numerous gilt brackets stood white
marble vases, filled with moes and artificial
flowers. Between the evergreens stood several
marble statues, some bearing coloured globes in
their hands, and others holdifg bouquets of
flowers. Here and there were placed gilded
“chairs, the cushions being covered with crimson
velvet.

The effect, as the spectator entered, was
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extremely pleasing, and the ggntlc trickling of
the water from the fountains in it produced a
most delightful sensation,

Then we passed into an immense marble-
paved hall, having raised banks all around it
covered with beautiful velvet-looking green
moss, interspersed with natural and artificial
flowers most tastefully blended together. The
walls were hung with large mirrors which
reached halfway down them and rested on the
raised banks, and a hanging terrace of flowers
ran round the apartment on the top of the
mirrors. On the banks were placed vases of
the rarest exotics, intcrspersed with statues, on
whose heads were placed rustic carved baskets
of blooming flowers, each holding in the hand
coloured globular lamps. Down the entire’
centre of the room ran a huge bank covered
with moss interspersed with flowers, creepers,
and orange-trees, amidst which, dotted about,
stood numeroud statues, and which divided the
apartment into a double promenade, at each
end of which was a pure white marble fountain,
bordered with flowers. The ceiling was magni-
ficently painted, surmounted with a deep gilt
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beading. The room was lighted with twelve
huge silver candelabras, fixed in the sides
of the walls. Here and there rout-seats were
scattered about, all covered with crimson velvet
to match the hangings, which were of crimson
silk.

Then we proceeded into another apartment
similarly arranged, but having a double marble
staircase covered with fine Brussels carpeting.
The banisters were richly gilded.  On the first
landing stood two statues holding coloured
globular lamps in their hands, and a basket
of flowers on their heads. Behind them were
superb gilt mirrors, reaching from the top of
the ceiling, which was also richly gilded, and
elegantly painted, down to the floor. The walls
were covered with rich crimson  satin-paper,
ornamented with a broad gilt beading both at
top and bottom. All up both the sides were
placed boxes of blooming flowers,

Then we ascended seven sfhirs, and soon
reached the top of the seeoud landing, on
which stood two veiled, lifc-sized statues, hold-
ing gilt branch candelabras in their hands.
There the rooms branched off right and left,
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but 1 and the Grand Pacha first proceeded
into those facing the staircase.

The first apartment that we entered was
an immense round drawing-room, which com-
manded a most extensive marine view. The
floor was of highly-polished brown and white
marqueterie, the ceiling beautifully painted,
having in its centre a battle scene, commemo-
rating one of Mchemet Ali's victories, and very
pretty vignettes of other warlike engagements
in squares. A magnificent lustre was sus-
pended  from  the centre.  The walls were
covered with erimson satin-paper, against which
hung several rich cut-glass lustres. The hang-
ings were of crimson silk and white lace, looped
up with heavy bullion cords and tassels. The
chairs and sofas were of ormolu and gold,
covered with crimson satin.  Mirrors bhung
from the ceiling down to the floor. In the
centre stood a large round mosaic-table on
gilded legs,

Opening a door on the left we passed into
the Blue Drawing-room, furnished in a similar

manuer, but the hangings and furniture were
of sky-blue satin, This led us into the Pink
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Drawing-room, the hangings and furniture of
which were of pink and white satin.

Opening a door we entered the Dining-room,
a very hecavy-looking apartment with green
velvet hangings and black cbony furniture
covered with velvet to correspond.

In the centre stood a long highly-polished
ebony dining-table. The floor was of the same
material, in black and white chequers, and as
slippery as glass. Thence we proceeded into
another apartinent, similarly arranged, only
with crimson hangings, and the coverings of
the furniture to match. In the centre stood an
inlaid mosaic-table, with gilt legs, and here
and there stood several console-tablcs. The
flooring was arranged in red and white
chequers.

Passing out of it we entered the Vice
roy, Ismael Pacha’s, bedchamber. The walls
were covered with plain white satin - paper,
with a roseate hue. The ceiling was painted
and gilt; the flooring was arranged in brown
and white chequers, with a strip of Brusscls
carpet down the centre, and also across the
bottom, at the foot of the sofa, the frame of
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which was gilt, and the squabs were covered
with red-figured silk.

Ou the left-hand side stood the gilt iron
bedstead, with rods and poles to correspond.
The haungings consisted of crimson Persian silk
mosquito - curtains. At the foot were placed
handsome thick Persian rugs. The bed was
arranged @ la Européenne, with bolsters,
pillows, and covered with the usual linen.
The Tarks and Egyptians never use but one
widded coverlet, and nothing clse on their beds,
the coverlet being lined with thin white calico,
which, when diriy, is unpicked, replaced by
a clean cne, while the soiled one is sent to be
washad.

On the right hand stood a black chony chest
of drawers, with a cabinet to correspond, and
those two articles, with a few chairs, constituted
all the furniture. True it is, howcver, that
the Viceroy does not reside mueh at this
Palace, as he is a Prince who caunot endure
to be annoyed with State affairs, and prefers
spending his time on board his yacht, steaming
up aud down the Nile, as then he is free from
the unwelcome visits of those “ other eighteen
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Princes who govern Egypt,” whose calls are not
always of the most agreeable kind.

Leading out of this room, we cntered the
dressing-room, then the bath-room, the tloors of
both of which were of marqueterie. In it were
two large marble baths, one being for fresh, and
the other for sea water. Facing these, were
the suite of apartments used by the Ministers
of State, and Ismael Pacha’s suite.
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CHAPTER VI

LuaviNe these apartments we passed along a
marqueterie corridor, of brown and white
chequers, and entered that memorable apart-
ment, in which Mchemet Ali, in March 1811,
determined on the extirpation of the Mamelukes,
whose powerful influence had thwarted his plans
of aggrandiscmient,

It was an immense room, supported in the
centre by three colossal green agate pillars,
against the first of which stood a double marble
fountain ; round the second pillar was placed a
tier-ed conversational sofa. At the third pillar
was a heautiful cascade, where the water fell
trickling over the rocks, interspersed with large
white and yellow water- lies, ice-plants, violets,
and beautiful ferns, amidst which was that
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spccics'callcd “ Yaiden's  hair,” all then in
blessom, which had originally been  brought
from the Island of Arran, and numerous other
exotics, in full blossom.

Along one side was a gallery formed by
twelve small white Corinthian pillars, on which
were alternately placed silver candelabras and
vases, Round the bottoms of them were
ranged baskets of flowers, the tendrils being
twirled round the pillars in imitation of
creepers entwining themselves around forest-
trees. The gallery was entirely festooucd with
yellow silk and white lace curtains. having in
their centres bouquets of flowers with large
blue satin strcamers hanging down from them.
This apartment extended along the whole
Jacade of the palace on one side, and contained
about twelve immense wide windows, all look-
ing on to the Mediterrancan, It forms the
Viceregal promenade in the winter scason, and
here it was that Mechemet Ali gave his Kchia
Bey (Mohammed Laz) his instructions for the
decimation of the Mamelukes, which took place
after he had at Cairo invested his son Tus-
sooms (Tussam) Pacha with the command of
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the Euyptian army, when on the eve of its
departure for Arabia,

Ou the left-hand side of it stood a yellow
satin sofa and a few chairs covered with the
same material. It also contained two large
mirrors, one placed at the top and the other
at the botton, in which were reflected both the
cascade and fonntain,” on cach side of which
hung the ful-length portraits of the renowned
founder of the present Viecregal dynasty, and
his eruel and subtle son, or adopted son (for his
parcntage has never to this day been clearly
explained), Tbrahim Pacha, the present Viee-
rov's father, hoth allowed by all old Turks and
Egyptians to be most striking likehesses. One
thing is certain, and that is, that they are
beautifully exeeuted.

It is a most regal apartment, replete with
highly interesting historical reminiscences s and
as I stood therein, holding by the hand wy
prinee, the grandson of that remarkable man, 1
could not help looking intently at the child.
and wondering what his future destiny will be.
There he stood. that little “dot of humanity,”
the heir to almost countless wealth, (whose

YoL. 11, K
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guardians, in case of his illustrious Baba's death
prior to his majority, I hope may not be any
of the clique belonging to the Prussian Jews'
fraternity,) endowed with talents which if pro-
perly cultivated would carve for him a name
in the annals of Egvptian history, inheriting
most unfortunately the combined vices of the
founder of his dynasty and those of his grand-
sire, and spoilt, petted, humoured. and inflated
with pride.

His probable chance of succeeding to the
Viceroyalty is at the present time very remote
but the Viceroy and the Valide Princess would,
or I am much mistaken; both give every para
they possesd to cvery slave and dependant in
their suite, whether Turk, Moslem, or Christian,
and shed, too, the last drop of blood which tlows
in their veins, if they could but induce Her
Sovereign Majesty to nominate the Grand
Pacha to be the next Viceroy (Gourernur dv
I Egypte). Then like another Jacob he would
supplant his brother (but not by the same
mother), Mustapha Pacha. It has becn, and
still is, * their thought by day, their dream by
night ;” and presently, when 1 come to describe
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the visit of the Creesus-like viceregal family in
1864 to Sultan Abdul Aziz *the Poor,” my
readers will regard with peculiar interest the
following clause in the Firman of Investiture,
dated May 22nd, 1841, under which His High-
ness the Pacha of Egypt rules—

“ Heneeforth, when the post shall be vacant, the Government
of Egypt shall desoend in a direet hue, from the elder to the
elder in the male race among thy sous and grandsons.  As re-
rards their nomination, that sha!ll Le made by wy Sublime
Porte.”

Continuing the historical reminiscences of this
gallery, I must add that it was from that spot
that Mechemet Ali reviewed that formidable
flcet which he sent forth to the Morea, and
which afterwards almost rotted in the road-
stead, when he had nurtured in his ambitious
mind the vain idea that he would be able to
make himself the independent sovercign of
Egypt.

On the right hand arc three doors, the first
of which leads into a very pretty and taste-
fully-arranged boudoir. It was formerly the
favourite cabinet of Mehemet Ali, and here he
held his private Council.  This consisted of
his wife, who died at Constantinople in 186,

K 2
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in her sixty-seventh vear, at the palace of her
daughter Zeneb Hanum, wife of Kiamil Pacha,
President of the Grand Council, to whom she
bequeathed her almost unrivalled collection of
jewels and all her vast estates in Egypt, and the
beautiful, wanton, gifted, but cruel Princess
Nuzly, who acted as her agcd fathers Buch-
Iua!t/u, “ Private Sceretary.”

Here it was that the better and cooler judg-

ment of this able Turkish female politician often
checked many a dire scheme of her ambitious
parent.
. The second was fitted up as a buffet on the
occasion of the grand state ball on the xth of
June, 1861; and here it was that the Nopks,
“dogs ” of Christians, drank freely of those choice
wines which the quondam Crimean sutlers knew
so well how to scleet, and to charge for too. At
the time we visited it, it was arranged for that
forthcoming féte. In the centre stod a long
table; in each corner a case of stuffed birds.
Chairs covered with plain crimson morocco were
placed in a row down each side.

We then proceeded to the ball-room, a cir-
cular apartment, which is well lighted by a
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handsome stained-glass cupola. The floor was
of rod and white marqueterie, highly polished.
The walls were covered with white satin-paper,
having a roscate hue.  White lace and pink silk
curtains hung in festoons from the cupola, fas-
tened with bouquets and white and pink silk
rosettes, having long strcamers attached. The
windows were similarly arranged.  Most magni-
ficent cut-glass lustres hung Qown from each side
of the cupola, and several lustre candelabras were
fixed to the walls. A scmicircular orchestra,
coverad with erimson cloth, occupied one-half of
the circumference, which, as well as the whole
of the apartment, was decorated with vases filled
with real aud artificial flowers.

The artist who had fitted up these apartments
for this state ball, happened to be in the Palace
as we were making our tour of inspection, and
he presented both myself and IL IL the Grand
Pacha with scveral artificial flowers and bouquets
of most fragrant exotics.

Here it was, that on the 8th of June, 1864,
the Viceroy Isinael Pacha gave the grand state
ball. On that occasion the whole line of the
route leading from the Place de Consuls to
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the Palace was most brilliantly illuminated with
thousands of flambeaux, and the police arrange-
ments were admirably conducted. My pen-
drawing must necessarily fall very short of the
splendid tout ensemble of the fite, par excellence,
of the Alexandrian season. Still, 1 cannot but
observe, that as the powerful .rays of those
torchés fell upon the well-appointed equipages
which rolled along to the festive scene, they
brought out in bold relief the animated counte-
nances of their fair elegantly-dressed female
occupants, whose hair was ornamented with
many a lovely spray and brilliant tiara of
diamonds, which formed z most becoming addi-
tion to their well-selected yet variegated coloured
costumes and elaborate toilettes.

I bave not of late years amused myself by
a perusal of any of the numerous beautifully
illustrated editions of the *Arabian Nights'
Entertainments’ which have been published,
although I must plead guilty to having been
a resident within those “gilded cages,” where
such are narrated nightly, and believed in most
scrupulously. Yet, as I gazed on the busy tur-
moil (for on that day I took no official part in
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that festivity), as it was being rapidly whirled
past me, I almost fancied that I had been car-
ried away by some genii, and was at that
moment an inhabitant of one -of those spots,
that the * rubbing up” of Aladdin’s Wonderful
Lamp is said to have the gift to call into
existence,

I have already described the decorations of
those splendid suites of apartments as I walked
through them in the daytime; but when I en-
tered them on this night, the coup d’ail that
burst upon my sight as I most carefully walked
up and down that beautiful mosaic pavement,
was magnificently imposing. The stewards,
quite ignorant of their dutics as masters of the
ceremonices, had forgotten one of the most essen-
tial precautions in a ball-room, but most espe-
cially where the flooring is of highly-polished
marqueterie — to have it strewn with finely-
powdered perfumed chalk.

I observed a good-naturcd smile cross the fine
features of the Viceroy Ismael Pacha, as he
graciously reccived the homage of his ministers
and brilliant staff, closely attended by that small
circle of Kuropeans yclept the clique who have
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the entrée at Court, His condescending salaam
was given with all that grace of deportment and
suavity of manner, which we should only have
expected to sec displaycd by a Prince who had
been educated in the school of the jirst gentle-
man of Europe (George the Fourth of England),
when he received the presentations of that bevy
of BEuropean ladies (kopeks, “dogs™ of Christian
women), who were presented to him by their
own “Special Princes,” many of whom officiated
as masters of the ceremonies,

This fete will ever be remembered as a most
remarkable occurrence in the annals of’ Egyptian
history, as it is the first- time that any Mussul-
man Prince gave audience to the fair daughters
of Christendom. We did not perceive any of
the dark-eyed daughters of Isracl, although there
was a pretty fair sprinkling of members of the
Hebrew persuasion.

His Highness the Viceroy acknowledged the
attendance of such a numerous body of his
European population with much apparent satis-
faction, walked about the rooms, showed con-
siderable attention to the officers of the United
States frigate, Constellation, and appointed
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them some attendants to escort them about the
Palace; seemed much pleased at the entente
cordiale which appeared to exist among the
different classes and nations of Europeans;
expressed his entire approbation of the whole
of the arrangements that had been made to carry
out his princely hospitality ; and remained until
a late hour, cvidently gratified and amused most
thoroughly at the dancing “and hilarity of his
gUCSts.

I was credibly informed that this enter-
tainment cost no less a sum than 40,000, to
50,000/ A few days afterwards the Viceroy
visited the vessels in the port of Alexandria
belonging to the Pacific and Oriental Company,
and the Mosayiries Dmpériales, and  presented
the officers and crews with rings and baksheesh
respectivelv ; but his crowning and princely
gifts were a tiara of diamonds, each valued at
12000, to cach of the wives of the agents of
these companies, Mrs, B. and Madame L, in
consideration of the polite personal services
rendered to His IHighness by their husbands.

The morning after the statc ball their High-
nesses the Drincesses ordered me to take the
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Grand Pacha to see his illustrious Biba. On
our arrival at the palace we had to wait a
considerable period, as the Viceroy had not
yet risen. As soon as [lis Highness had
dressed we were ushered into his bedchamber,
which I have already described; there we
remained a considerable period. The Vieceroy
was sitting on the sofa smeking a cigar, the
Prince approached ‘and salaamed. I curtseyed,
and was on the point of leaving the apartment,
when His Ilighness exclaimed, * Approches!
approchez | madame.”

1 did so, took my station in the centre of the
room, and there remained, leaving the hangings
of the door drawn agide, which gave the officials
in attendance an opportunity to overhear all
that transpired; and luckily I did so, for I
soon found on my return to the Harem that the
inmates had already begun to make ** moun-
tains of mole-bills.” The little Prince soon
became tired; for, singular to add, as I have
previously stated, he uever liked remaining long
with the Baba. The Grand Pacha salaamed
the Viceroy, 1 curtseyed, and we both returned
to the Harem. As soon as I reached the
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Prinec’s apartment I was surrounded by a whole
host of ludies of the Harem, lkbals, and slaves
exclaiming, * Oh, madame! oh, madame! you
have been in the DBuba’s bedchamber.  Now
you must ask this, and this, and this, for
me,” naming all their requests simultaneously
together.

I listened very coolly to them, and neither
smiled nor said a syllabde ; but at length, when
their hubbub had subsided and they were silent,
I replied, “ Well! and what of that?”

“ What of that!" repeated the whole body in
a chorus, “ You are the Baba's /kbal.”

““ No, indeed,” added I; *you are mistaken,
I have no desire to please the Viceroy in that
manner ; that is an honour I do not covet; so I
cannot and will not ask any favours either for
myself or for any of you.”

They stared again at me; they believed me,
yet could scarcely credit their senses ; all were
amazed and dumbfounded. Shortly afterwards
their Highnesses the Princesses sent for me.
On entering the apartment, which was quite as
miserable in appearance as that of the Grand
Pacha’s, they inquired of me,



140 HAREM LIFE,

“ Where was the Vieeroy ? Was he dressed ?
What was he doing? What did he say? When
was he coming over to see them?”

To all these interrogatories I replied most
truthfully, *“In his bedchamber.  Yes, dressed
and sitting on the sofa. Smoking a cigar.  He
told me to draw near to him, He is coming
over here at one o’clock.”

Their Hizhnesses had previously questioned
the little Prince. e was truthful, a virtue
which he inherits from his mother the Princess
Epouse, who always spoke the truth, and had
already given them the same information.  They
smiled, sent me some coffee, sweetmeats, and a
bundle of cigarettes. 1 partook of the former
but declined the latter,

Their hitherto restless fiery orbs resumed
their habitual calmness.  The crisis had passed.
I had been tried and found to be faithful and
trustworthy, and from that hour their con-
fidence, esteem, and respect for me rose to
par. Had I but yiclded to the opportunity
that presented itsclf for me to make— perhaps
my fortune—what should I have gained? most
assuredly only what the cunning creature does
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who is well up in the knowledge of this world,
“who dodges past Prince Baksheesh in the
antechamber of the Vieeroy.”  Nothing! ab-
solutely nothing!  Indeed, T should have
acquired something more lasting—the jealousy
of their IHichnesses the Prineesses, the three
wives, and the mortal hatred of all the ladies
of the Harem, Jhbals and slaves.  And my life,
what would it have been worth? A few brief
hours’ purchase, perhaps not even long enough
to have made my peace with iy Maker!

God be praised that was the first and last
time that [ cver entered the precinets of the
bedechamber of Temael Pacha the Vieeroy of
Egypt. For although His Highuess behaved to
me on that oceasion with the same respeet with
which he had always treated me. still the effect
that the telegraphic  anmouncement  (for no
saoner had T crossed the sill of that apartment
than the fact was known all through the Iarem)
produced on the minds of their Tlighnesses the
Princesses, placed me in so painful a position
that my life was jeopardised, and its preser-
vation or forfeiture hung, as it were, upon a
thread- the truthfuluess of a mere child of

bfll‘(‘]y five years old.
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When I retired to my chamber, 1 returned
thanksgiving to the Almighty, who had so
wonderfully instilled into my Prince the virtue
of truth, and I prayed that I might never again
be thrown into such a dilemma. ‘

God be praised! my prayers were granted ;
for I was never again placed in a similar
position, and I fe]t the full foree of the Turkish
expression, * Whatever is written is written.”
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CHAPTER VIL

¢ [ 4
Ox the evening prior to the departure of their
Highnesses the Valide Princess, the Princess
Epouse, and the Grand Pacha (as none of the
other Prineesses accompanied them) for Con-
stantinople, the whole of the ladies of the
Harew and slaves were up all night,

I had been on a visit for three davs at the
Peninsular and Oriental Hotel to some friends
who arrived from Europe: and in the morning
ot that day, when in company with one of
them, T had met Mr. B, of Cairo, near the
British  Post-oftice, and then told him that 1
protested against being sent to Constantinople,
as it was a violation of my contract, which
simply specified that my services were for Egypt
only, and not for any other part of the Ottoman
dominions.
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He replied, © But, madam, you must o, a8
we have no time to procure anybody else”

I replied, “ No, no'™

“But you will return to the Harem this
evening ?”

My answer was, *“Yes!™ and that was the
last time I had the pleasure of conversing
with the banker;_although when 1 afterwards
returned to Alexandria, broken down in wind
and body, T frequently saw him pass my hotel]

4

as I was sitting in the baleony to inhale the
fresh sca-breczr,

Between three and four o’clock in the morn-
ing, the bed-scene, simiar to that which had
taken place on our departure from Cairo, was
enacted, and the beds, bedding, and  baswase
were shipped on board the stemetenders, and
then transferved to the bt 0 frigate,

At five o'clock a eunuch eame and called me,
as he wanted to have my bed, &e. packed up.
I arose, dressed wyvself. and  admitted  him,
When I came to inquire tor my breakfast, I
was met with the reply, ©Wolesweh, madame!
Malsch, madame! You shall have it in an
hour's time.” T perfeetly understood what that
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weant, and 1 obtained nothing—uno, not even a
crust of bread, nor a cup of coffee !

Shortly afterwards the barber came into the
Grand  Eunuch's room, and cut the DPrince’s
hair, which was picked up and thrown out of
the window into the Mediterrancan Sea, as the
other had been into the Nile, and with the
same ceremony. It was a most imprudent act,
but done at the express desire of the Viceroy,
and was the cause of the Grand Pacha falling il
soon after his arrival at Constautinople.

As soon as the perruquer had quitted the
palace, we were hurried upstairs to put on our
thinz<: and on our return into the Grand
Enmielh’s room, 1 found all the Ministers of
State waiting, e grande tene, to pay ther
respeets to the httle Prinee.

As coon as this s Los anos was tinished,
the Grand Eanueh came and told me that 1
was to accompany the Prinee on board the
frigate. I was astounded—nay, cleetrified--at
recciving such an intimation, [ deelined to go.
I requested to be allowed to proceed mto my
chamber to fetch my travelling-bag, kevs, and
parasol, which I had left on the divan. But

YOL., 1. L
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no; that “speetre of a man™ told me that his
orders were imperative not to leave e uutil
he had scen us safely on board the frizate;
and thus, without having had anvthing between
wy lips since I quitted the sall & manger at the
Peninsular and Oriental Haotel on Saturday
evening, and although it was iy Nabbath, still,
nolens volins, T was toreed to go on hoard the
Egvptian frigate. 1 had fully expected that
when the levie was over T should have fonud
my breaktast in my room; but I was caregiously
deceived.

CWell,” thought 1 to myself, af this s a
specimen of the treatment [ am to expeet on
wy vovage, and during my sojourn at Con.
stantinople, I shall be heartily glad when |
have finished out the term of my contract with
the Viceroy !” which was, however, much nearer
its concluston than I then dreamt of.

Entering the carriage in the courtyard, we
drove round to the Viceroy’s bath-roons., from
which a marble-paved corridor led us on to the
palace landing-stairs; there we embarked on
board a small stcam-tender, under a salute of
five guns for the Grand Pacha.
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There we were received with the usual
honours. 1 inquired for my breakfast, but no
kind ceni came to administer to the eravings
of my hunzer, although the Grand Pacha had,
previously to leaving his head-nurse, been well
supplied with svmmets and boiled milk.

The whole of the quarter-deck was partitioned
offt by a thick canvas sereeny which prevented
the officers and erew from being able to catch
a glimpse of any of the females. No! not
even as they aseended the gangwayv-ladder, the
sides of which were closely covered i with
similar material,

About twenty minutes after we had reached
the frizate, the Princess Epounse, accompanied
by the other two wives, came alongside, at-
tended by their suite.  They were all closely
veiled,

Ten minutes later, the Valide Princess cm-
barked in Her Highness's small yacht, under
a Viecregal salute of cleven guns trom the fort
and frigates, the yards of which were dressed
and mamned as she ascended the gangway-
ladder, The band of the regiment on board
struck up the “Sultan’s March,” one of Doni-

L2
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zetti's noisiest pieces. . She remained on deck,
chatting to theiv IHighnesses the Princesses,
while her sujte went below, and arranged her
berth and their own.

Twenty minates afterwands, Ismacl Pacha,
the Vieerov, came on board to take leave o
those members of his tamily who were going
on a visit to the Saltan. Tt atterly e
prossible thr my techle penadrawing to <keteh
with fidelity this partive seenc s sl Towill do
ey best to convey to oy readers acfehineation
ot its leading weidents,

The Viceroy, who was received with 1l
usnal honours (a salute of twenty cunsy on
roaching the trigate, procecdad into the saloon
He was soon followed by his dllustrions nother,
the three wives, the Grand Pacha, and wyselt,
the Ludies of the Harvew, Llhals, and slaves
Thon bezan a blubbering seene s for the whole
ot the women, from the hichest to the Jowest,
cotnsenced, not erving, bat absolutely howling.
Had they been the professional mourners at a
Caireen'’s obsequies, they conld not have enacted
their parts better.

His Highuess the Bala took it very coolly
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and, it I might judge from  bis eonutenance,
which is rather a difficult thing to do, as Turks
schlom or ever show whether they are pleased
or vexed, I should say that this seene did wot
affeet him in the least,

After their Thehinesses had given vent to
their chagrin, the fala rose up, approached
s mother, kissed  and - andraeed her most
attectionately.  He o then kissed the Graud
Pacha, patted hime on the back; as also Her
[hebness, the Princcss Epouse (who was erying
mest bitterlvs wishied her wood-by, exclated,
O, A heNowd! Zoeh-Noa!” and when
Her Hizhnos turned away, sobbing as it her
heart would break, His Highooss turned to-
wards ey dooked antently at mey and as
cauzht the glance of s eve, he smiled most
conrteously, nodded  to me, again looked at
their Hhehnesses, turned  round  once  maore,
apprared bewildered at beholding  the  scene
before him, and left for the shore,

Soon this seene of woe and grief was changed
intoa marine pienic for jindjans of cottee,
swectmeats, and eigarettes. These were handed
round to their Highnesses, who partook of the
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former but sparingly, vet smoked away at the
latter with great gusto.

Again I sallicd forth, not like Ceelebs in
“Search of a Wite;™ nor Doctor Svatax in
quest of * The Pieturesques™ but like a Bor-
deaux kopek, **dog™ (for was I not leoked
upon as such in the eves of the true belicvers
around me? for the Germans were lett behind,
and 1 was the only unbeliever among  this
Moslem freight), who takes his morning rounds
to tind his oy r; for many a time and oft
have I sat in the balcony of my residenee in
the Cours & Allert, at that birthplace of our
unfortunate sovercign, Richard 11, watehing fes
chirns de ette jolie villy, rummaging among the
heaps of offal, that are daily placad e the road,
and sclecting their dainty morsels: bat, like
many of them, who snitfed ar the inviting
mounds and found nothing to suit them.

On iy return I found that the ladies of the
Harem, and slaves, had stolen a wmarch upon
me: that, being as hungry as hunters  them-
selves, they had caten and drunk all up. At
half-past eight o'clock, the frigate  steamed
away out of the roadstead of Alexandria, and
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then began my experience of life on board an
Egyvptian frigate, especially when freighted with
such a precious cargo as a Vieeregal party,

The Mehanet Al was a forty-two-gun screw
steaaner, manned with a motley erew of Turks,
Eurvptians, Maltesa, &e., and having a regiment
of soldiers ou bhoard (most assurcdly not a fitting
escort for a Harem, it all that T have heard 18
trie of those most moral Turks); but T ~aw
quite enough to make me wish never to see
more of it

The npper deck, as T have previously de-
seribed, Tl an awning over it, o7 1 may be
aliowad the expression, thick canvas, and most
appropriately g0, as a promenade for their
Hichuesses and  their suites, and  comtortably
fitted up with sefas aud  casy-chairs, lat on
which they never promenaded, or lolled about
onee during the whole vovage: so that I and
the Grand Pacha Ibrahim had it all to our-
selves,

The saloon was divided into  three parts,
having on cach side six swmaller cabing, in four
of which were placed the ladies of the Harem,
in attendance on the Valide Princess of Egypt s
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the nthvl' WO W u(‘\'ll}liml f\_\ the oo
|‘:pnusv. and one ot the hitthe Prive ssos 7w by
who accompanied uss Itowas carpe ol Al

turnished with proety chinn vases pil b ith

arowing xoties, tables, sotis, chates, and diyos,
From the top of the panchs hawe Livee narvors

At the stern-end was a round cabin stmilarly
titted up, which was appropriated to the use of
the Viceroy's mother, trom which, steps led up
to the poop-deck, on which was ranged a large
divan.

The  poop-saloon was encloswed with - Lirge
plate-glass windows, which were mads to <
back at pleasure, and to which were atlixed
iron shutters, The hancings were of face aald
erimson stk s branch sihver candedabras were
tixed to the panels,

The smaller cabins were sinnlarly titted up,
baving, Lke the saloons, boxes of Huntley and
Palmer's bisenits, to which the saves helped
themselves s and large baskets of bondors, be-
sides two earthenware bottles, filled with water,
with gold stoppers

His Highness the Prinee, togcther with his
little sister, slept on the floor of the end saloon,
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stwronnd Apas T have already deseribed b at
Glozee v Ls slanves and naes 0 Dceending
a st o, | ]mn'ullul to the lower deck, which
vers o bk that it was requisite to light it day
| hi'_it!.

Thi- walwen was unear; eteds and - contained
a dead table, a tew wooden stools, and  some
rush-hottom chairs. On cach side of it were
ranged six herths, cach of which was fitted up
with a three-feet bare board, having two cotton
coverlets placed  thercon, not a mattress, or
any other Kind of bedding, or toilet utensils
of any deseription. One of these most com-
fortless berths was appeopriated to mez so that
[ fomud, while stouming on the bosom of the
Mediterrancan, 1T owas deprived of” the order
of proe dence which had been assigned me in
Eoyvproen the hanks of the Nile, which pro-
motion was given to the ladies of the Vieercgal
Havews, while T took up my }\]il.('(‘ among the
lowest slaves on board (except the cotfee and
cigarette-makers, and  seullervmaidsy, as  the
low caste black slaves oceupied the other cleven
berths.

This was a change of position and seene I
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had not contemplated; however I held my
peace. I knew that, cooped up in that wooden
barraek, I had no chance of redressy so that
I abided my time. Stll 1 could not help
thinking that my visit to the Vieeroy in his
bedchamber, although their Highnesses, o the
wives, sent me there ac that carly hour, well
knowing that the Bufer could not have risen,
as he had searcely arrived miore than two hours
trom Cairo, and the presence of that overbearing
dame, Ibrahim Pacha's widow, had something
to do with this rude treatment,

At the end of this (the seeond saloom, a
flight of steps led up on to the deck. About
half-past cleven o'clock the cunuchs brought
the Princesses” breakfast to the door of the
saloon : but as they were all sutlering trom La
Malaie dv Mir, as also the whole of their
retinue, it was removed. T made  another
attempt to get some refreshment, but all i
vain 3 and, unwell and fatigued, T retired to my
miserable berth, rolled up my paletot, placed it
under my head for a pillow, and laid my weary
limbs down upon the wadded coverlet, having
then been no less than sixteen hours fasting.
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Thus, though the table of the Princesses was
covered with Arab and Turkish delicacies, I
was Jeft without anything.

There T lav, with numbers of slaves snoring
Jike wrampuses around we, until nine o’clock at
night, when the cunuchs came down to lock up
the hatches, just as if we had been a band of
slaves on a vovage across the middle passage.
[ then appealed to the humanity of that phantom
of the stronger sex, who, possessing a little of
the itk of human kindness within his breast,
bronzht me a cordial enp filled with chicken
broth, and a piece of Enropean bread, so stale,
that it was almost as hard as a stone, with a
cup of bad-tasted waters and this was my feast
after a fast of more than twenty-four hours! 1
think on that oceasion T can safely sav I had
accamtuodated myself to circumstances, The
fast I had been obliged to endure, added to
my bad state of health, confined me to my
almost unbearable berth (situated elose to the
chain of the radder) the whole of the following
day.

Her Highness the Princess Epouse now visited

me, and after expressing her surprise at finding
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me so il inguived it all the 0 e Pl
ladies sutfered e that manner,

The doctor, who was an Tralian, attended mee,
advised me to make an etlort to rise, which |1
did, and went on deck. My usual refreshaents
while on board that detestable frigate chiefly
consisted of a cup of tea’in the morning, without
any milk, a picee of dry bread, and a few
Palmer’s bicenits, which the Grand Funueh had
the kindness to send me.

In the middle of the day T had a litle
chicken-broth, thickened with rice, and the foul,
of which it had been made, served up with
and a little fruity and at six o'clock <hnilar
rations were given me for my dinner Then did
I wish I conld have sent a Woktonh, > letter” 10
the Vieeroy, in which I should have appealed
to his feelings as a prinee and a gentleman s for
Tsmacl Pacha, into whose serviee T had entered,
finished his eduecation in Franee, was eourteons
in his zeneral deportment towards me, and well
Knew what were the requirements of a European
lady; for had he not one “cazed up™in the
Harem in the citadel, with whom I had con-
versed 7 Besides, there was a chef de cuisine,
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and sttt about him, and, had His Highness
hitnselt adopted proper means, that intelligent
French nan, or his assistants, would have gone
en board the fricate before our cubarkation, and
have arranged everything for my comfort, but
it was all Loosh! Doosh! But the clique were
endeavouring  to supplant them, and as an
exodus of French attendants took place after
my departure from Alexandria, in all probability
they have been replaced by Frankfort ivist-
boten, *servauts,” and  Deutsehe  Kiiche, ** Ger-
man cookery.”

There was an under-current in motion as
regards myselt, but neither the souree nor mouth
of it could T as vet discover; later, however,
both were elearly developed, Had T but then
Leen able to send forth a missive by the hands
of a trusty messenga- [ oalways had one at
hand i the Harem (one over whom Prinec
Baksheesh had no power, and with whose actions
that =ovireign Prince of Egvpt dare not and
could not interfere), my  Prince—the Grand
Pacha Thrahim would not have left me in this
state,

As I was constantly perambulating the frigate
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from stem to stern, I had an opportunity of
seeing the ample provisions that had been laid
in for the creature-comforts of their Highnesses
and suite, who were sumptuously served every
day. It was only the Nucarani kelb, * the
creeping Christian dog,” my unbelieving self,
that was left to feed off' the crumbs that fell
from the daughters of the Prophet’s table, at
which, however, my heart turned sick, and 1
found the scanty diet I had preseribed myselt
more palatable.

Daily did the Prince run up and down the
deck.  One day I had observed that several of
the port-holes were left open, and that the
Prince had approached close to them. By
them were sitting the two Grand Eunuchs,
smoking their Telihouks. T told them to order
them to be closed—they®only smiled. Never-
theless, T insisted upon its being done, for well
did I know that if that “dot of humanity " had
fallen into the sea, neither my life, nor that of
the Grand Eunuchs, were worth fen minutes’
purchase after that event had taken place. 1
had now gathcred such an insight into the
mysteries of larem Yfe, and the manner in
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which, in this the nineteenth century, Viceroys
of Egvpt and Egyptian Princes had  been
launched into cteruity, that I kept, as the sailors
say, “my weather cye open,” and the Grand
Pacha was hale and sound when I took my
leave of him in the old Palace at Bebek, in
1864. If the port-holes had been left open with
any sinister purpose, Alla-ha, chukur, *“ God be
praised,” the fish gained not their prev.  What
is written, is written, Bismdlah! Bismillah!
Often did the Prince stop and amuse himself
by looking at the almost countless number of
fowls, pigeons, turkeys, ‘quails, and sheep being
fed. e had a perfect mania, as all the inmates
of the Harem scemed to have, for cating erude
vegetables, so that he looked most wistfully at
the basket-loads of vegetables, gourds (which
were actually piled up like cannon-balls), bushels
of onions, hundreds of Icttuces, thousands of
cucumbers and lemons, of which they were
particularly fond, baskets of cherries, sour green
plums, green tamarinds, strawberries, cans of
sour milk, and immense lumps of ice. Tt is
almost impossible for me to give an cstimate
of the immense quantities of all the above
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eatables which were consumed by the Viceregal
party.

Close to the caboosh, ¢ kitchen,” were ranged
several wooden benches, on which the cooks
were engaged daily, arranging their fruits and
picees of melon in glass dishes, as their Ihigh-
nesses the Princesses, fand in fact all Arabs,
have a particular ponchant for them, il will
consume the contents of six of them daily,
although ecach is as large as the round part of
a common-sized erockery pan.

Their  Highnesses  amused  themselves by
stuffing and gormandizing (espeetally munching
fruit and crude vegetables) from four o'clock
in the morning until twelve at nicht,  The
crew and soldiers were frequently in a state of
inchricty, which was causcd by the quantity
of araki, “*a spirit distilled from dates” that
they drank.  This rather surprised me, as |
had always understood that it was contrary to
the Mahometan religion for Moslems to 1mbibe
spirituous  liquors—that is what they termed
their ko7, “dolee far niente.”  Somctimes they
would amuse themselves by singing their favourite
Jacchanalian song,
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During the whole of our voyage, which
lasted seven days, when it might easily have
been accomplished in four, a deputation of
womeu, consisting indiseriminately of both rich
and poor, from the numerous places at which
we stopped, came off, bringing with them large
baskets filled with fruit of every kind then
in scason, especially orangesy lemons, gourds,
cherries, plums. swectimeats, cucumbers, cakes,
juns, candied fruits, besides presents of native
carthen Jars; toys (some of which were very
ingenionsly mades,  superh  open-worked stk
stockings, native stuffs, shawls, gums in large
jars. the greater portion of which were filled
with the * Turkish Delight,” the Lentescus, or
“gum mastie,” of Scio (the sale or traffic n
which is “a monopoly, and is a fruitful source
of illegal action and erime in many a form ) ;
also a kind of porridge made of flour, water,
sugar, almonds, both green and blanched, lime.
pips, &e., which was, for [ often tasted it, as
sweet as syrup.

When we arrived off the island of Secio, their
Highnesses the Princesses, who were unveiled,
were in the saloon, amusing themselves by

vol. I, M
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looking at silk stockings amd various other
articles that had been presented to thewn by
some of the deputation. .\ number of hoats
put off from the shore, most of them full, awonyg
whom were the Governorand his officials, as also
hucksters, who had brought things off for sale.
So intent were their Highnesses looking at
les nouveawtds, that T did not heed the ap-
proach of the boats. I was standing ncar the
windows of the saloon (which, as previeusly
explained, had been drawn back) when [ noticed
a number of boats glide round "and round the
frigate. All at once they approached so near
that the men, had they felt disposed, could
have put their hands in the openings and have
Jumped in. I observed the Valide Princess and
the Princess Epouse swile, when they looked
at the occupants in the boats, and kept asking
whether I did not think some of them ¢ Guzel,”
and others « Batal?”  But as the men (perhaps
thinking that they were ouly some of the ladies
of the Harem, or slaves) drew nearer, the
Princess Epouse shricked out and drew back ;
the Valide Princess jumped np on a divan, and
then, placing myself before them while they
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played * ho-peep,” and, acting according to their
orders, I returned the salaam of the men in the
boats, who all placed their oars upright and
salaaned me,  This afforded the Princesses
great amusement, as they enjoyed the sport
amazingly, and every now and then kept asking
me if I did not think it great fun, as they were
sure that those officials would go back and
report that they had seen their Highnesses the
Princesses, when they had only been salaamed
by the Grand Pacha's governess.

I only smiled; but it is a fact that those
individuals had gazed upon their Highuesses, and
that, too, when they were (believe it whether
you like it or not, ve sons of the Prophet,
Moslems and true believers) uneeiled !

The moment that the Princess Epouse
screamed, the farce was ended, for down rushed
the cunuchs and drew the curtains across the
opening, while those on deck with drawn
swords, warned the intruders off. How little
did they suspect that the Peris of the Ilarem
had been gazed upon by other eyes than theirs
and those of their licge Lord and Prince! For,
had they but koown It, the boats and their

¥ 2
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live freights would have been fired upon by
the frigate’s guns until they had gone to their
last account. One old Turk, thinking that I
was one of the Peris destined for the seventh
heaven, seemed quite in ecstasy when I re-
turned his salaam by the Princess's orders, at
which His Highness smiled; but as he was
well advanced in years she exclaimed, © Batal,
Madame ! Lhtyar, Madame! ¢ He is ugly, he
is‘old, Madame.”

The Princesses accepted of such presents as
took their faney, in return for which they gave
baksheesh of ol Egyptian coins,

Often and often did T think that 1 should
never leave that cockpit of an Egvptian frizate,
and vowed 1t ever the Almighty vonchsafid
that I should land on the lovely shores of
the Bosphorus, nothing should induce me ever
again to tread the decks of the M hemet AN
frigate. At that time I often glineed, in the
mirrors of their Highnesses' splendid  saloon,
at my attenuated frame, sunken eyes, and
blanched checks, and thought of the miscry
and discomfort I had suffered, but little dreamt
that I had yet to endurc much more before
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I was released from my unprofitable, irksome,
and thankless task. I had, however, found out
the utter worthlessness of my ¢ Special Prinee’s”
assertion, that, if the Vieeroy Isniael Pacha
was polite to me, I bad but to ask, and nothing
would be refused me. Well, the last time
I bad the honour to dee the Viceroy (which
was, as | have already stated, on board that
detested frigate) he was polite to me; and,
acting up to the advice of one of those
¢ Eighteen other Princes” who govern Egypt, 1
have asked for my just rights since my return to
Europe, but they have not been accorded to me.

So  beautiful beyond coneeption is the ap-
proach to Constantinople (the Byzantium  of
the ancients, the Fis-tin-polin of the Greeks,
aud  the  Istame-hend of the Turks) that 1
dare not attempt a pen-and-ink  drawing of
the wonderful panorama displayed to me in all
dircetions.  That prince of French writers of
travels, Theophile Gautier, has painted that
varicd landscape with fidelity, when he states
that “never did outline more magnificent dis-
play its undulations and indentations between
sea and sky. It is one of the favourite spots
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of the world’s history : another scene in which
she loves to cngrave, in perishable matter,
imperishable words.”

Assoon as the frigate reached Bebek, ¢ Babec,”
it came to anchor off the Sultan’s palace at
that village, which is beautifully situated on
the water's edge. Then salutes were fired
by the Turkish frigate that lay off it. There
we remained full two hours, during which time
the Validé Princess received the deputation
sent by the Valid¢ Sultana. It consistcd of
twelve ladies of the Imperial Harem, who came
off in three caiques, unattended, however, by
any eunuchs. They were by no means beautitul
in appearance, and were attired in different
coloured silk dresses. Their feet were encased
in white cotton stockings, which hung down
about their heels, over which some wore yellow
boots, and others dabouches. Round their faces
was wrapped one c¢nd of a picce of white net,
and the other was passed over their heads,
which it quite euveloped, so that the whole
of their features were distinctly visible. On
their shoulders they wore coloured stuff cleaks,
with sleeves, and two large capes.
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Leaving their shoes at the door of the saloon-
stairs, they descended into the saloon. On
entering, they salaamed the Validé Princess,
after which coffee aud cigarettes were handed
round, They did not remain much longer tban
a quarter of an hour.

After they had taken their departure a whole
bevy of ladics from the different Harems of
the Imperial family, as well as those of the
Ministers of State and nobility, came on board
and after they were gone, a host of females
belonging to the Turkish merchants and impe-
rial <hopkeepers, bringing with them numerous
rich and costly presents, and some of the most
curious description.  After these receptions had
taken place, the Sultan’s Grand Eunuch, dressed
a la Furopienne, and wearing one of the most
superb diamond rings perbaps ever seen, valued
at 125,000/, on the little finger of his right
hand, came on board. He descended into the
cabin of the Valide Princess's Grand Eunuch
there, in company with the Princess Epouse's
Grand Lunuch, he sat down, smoked a pipe,
and sipped a jindjan of coffee.

Scarcely, however, had he finished this re-
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freshment when was heard the cry, * Men
overboard ! " for seven of the Viceroy’s soldiers,
who were being lowered into a caique from
the side of the frigate, were upset into the
Bosphorus.  Fortunately they were soon picked
up and sustained no bodily harm, but were
much frightened at their ducking, which is not
to be wondered at, as the clear blue waters of
that lovely river swarm with sharks.  Aftertran-
quillity had been restored on board, the Sultan’s
Grand Eunnuch proceeded into the saloon to
pay his respects to the Valide Princess and
her Viceregal Highness.  There that important
functionary was recetved with all the honours due
to- his rank and position.  Findjuns of coffec,
served in elegant gold filigree zarss, cncrusted
with precious stones, placed upon a gold salver
and covered with a violet-coloured silk velvet
cloth, one mass of gold embroidery; and a
kanum kaloun, filled with fragrant gold-leaved
tobacco, was then served him, which he re-
mained smoking until their Highnesses were
ready to land.

In the mean time three caiques had heen
drawn up to the gangway ladder, which, as
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well as the whole of the deck, had been covered
with fine Brussels carpeting. All being ready
the Sultan’s Grand Eunuch rose up off the
sofa and led the Princess Validé to the gang-
way. lHe took hold of the front of her robe,
on one side walked her own tall stately sinister-
looking creole of a Grand Eunuch, and on
the other our own noble Grand Eunuch, who
was followed by the Princess Epouse.  Behind
walked three of our other Eunuchs, dressed
d la Eurcpéenre in black, as they all doffed
their Egyptian costume  while in Turkey,
holding drawn swords in their hands.

On each side of the gangway stood the naval
and military officers.  Behind the Princess
Epouse walked the ladies of both those prin-
cesses, who, on reaching the gangway, formed
themselves into a double line.

Then the two Princesses descended into the
Viceregal caiques, each of which were about
ten yards long, pointed at the stern and prow,
of very deep build, drawing a considerable
depth of water. At the bottom of the caique
were placed several mattresses covered with
satin, which, as also the cushions that were

.
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placed round it, and which formed a divan,
were covered with violet velvet cloth richly
embroidered with gold. Their Highnesses
seated themselves in the centre, near the prow.
On a raised deck was placed a piece of carpet,
on which kuelt the Eunuchs, who had divested
themselves of their patent leather overshoes, in
which silver spurs were fixed, those of the
Grand Eunuchs being of gold, as whenever
the Princesses take carriage exercise they ride
by the side on horseback.

All of them had swords belted round their
waists ; those of the Grand Eunuchs being gold
hilted, with crimson velvet scabbards inlaid
with gold. The Turkish standard floated at
stern and prow.

Each caique was manned by four caidjis,
attired in white crape silk open-worked shirts,
blue silk trousers, which reached a little below
the kpee, sky-blue velvet jackets, embroidered
in gold, and wore fezes on their heads, The
Caidji Bachi, a very old grev-headed man, sat
in the stern and steered the Viceregal party.

Then I and the Grand Pacha and the young
Princess, his sister, attended by his suite, de-
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scended into our caiques, which were similarly
fitted up to that of the Validé Princess, only
that they were furnished with crimson drapery,
and the caidjis being dressed in crimson. After
us the Grand Eunuch descended, holding in his
hand a large black silk velvet bag completely
covered with silver, which contained the jewels
of the Valid¢ Princess. Ile was attended by
another eunuch, carrying Her Ilighness's cash-
box, which was similarly covered. It had a
silver handle in the centre.  Both of these
caskets were carried in a separate caique, and
covered with a cloth of gold.

The vards of the frigate were dressed and
manned, the band struck up the Sultan’s March,
and a Viccregal salute was fired. Then the
water procession commenced : the caique con-
taining their Highnesses the Princesses led the
way, and our own followed in its wake. After
¢hem the ladies of the Viceregal Harems de-
scended into six caiques, which were fitted up
with red silk; then followed in other caiques
the whole of the slaves, and all were rowed
to the steps of the grand entrance of the
Sultan’s palace at Bebek.
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This is an tumense long twosstoricd <tone
structure, facing the Bosphorus, of whicl it
commands most extensive and beautiful views,
having pavilions at each end, which are occu-
pied by the eunuchs. In the centre is the
grand entrance, which is reached by a flight
of marble steps, The portico is supported by
four Corinthian pillars, at each end of which
are two large gilded lamps.

The centre of the palace projects considerably
forwards, over which run three square bal-
conies. The promenade before it, which is
paved with stone, forms (oddly enough, as it
destroys the privacy of the place) the fashion-
able rendezvous of the /it of Bebek, a very
pretty village, and its suburbs; and on which
hundreds of persons also land from their caiyues,
and lounge up and down in the cvening,
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CHAPTER VIIL

Hery we landed, and were reccived with full
honours, the military band playing at a distance
the Sultan's March, and the frigates booming
away their Viceregal salute; while, drawn up
in double line, stood a host of the ladies of the
Imperial Harens, whe on that occasion were
richlv clad in silk robes, wearing a profusion of
dimmonds and other precious stones. Their hair
hung down their backs in two long plaits, like
Polish wowmen, and the ends ticd with broad
rich ribbous, of various colours.  Then their
Highnesses the Princesses passed  through an
immense marble hall, the floor of which was
covered with matting, with long strips of hand-
some Brussels carpet laid over it in the form
of a square, The walls were papered. From
the ceiling, which was beautifully painted with
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views of Egyptian and Turkish scenery, and
bordered with the representations of numerous
musical instruments, hung suspended several
magnificent chandeliers.

Ascending a flight of marble stairs, similarly
covered, we entered the Grand Reception-room.,
The floor was matted, aving pieces of Brusscls
carpet laid down along the sides, and across
the top and bottom. The walls were painted
in drab colour; a large chandelier hung sus-
pended from the ceiling, which was also painted
with landscapes.

In the centre stood a long, narrow, plain
white marble table, standing on gilded legs, on
which was placed a superb beantitul Sevres
china painted vase, with jugs to mateh, similar
in shape to those used as ale tankards in Eng-
land, but as large as ordinary toilet cwers; also
a small bottle containing otto of roses; two
cordial cups, with lids and saucers, which are
used to contain water, and serve the purpose
of glasses; and two very elegant damask nap-
kins, richly embroidered in gold, with dccp
bullion fringe.

Opposite to it, but agaiust the wall, stood a
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similar table, on which rested a large mirror.
In the centre stood an enmormous vase, on each
side of which were placed coloured fancy wicker-
work baskets, lined with crimson and blue silk,
filled with bonbons. They were covered over
with picces of silk of the same colour, which
were looped up at the handles with bunches
of ribbon and artificial flowers. On each side
stood silver candelabra.

On the oppuosite side, facing it, stood another
table, similarly arranged. At the bottom of
the room was a divan, covered with stamped
red velvet, ornamented with gold leaves, ranged
underneath the four great windows that looked
into the garden, very small, and anything but
cheerful-looking, which also commanded a view
of the lovely heights,

On a fancy table was placed a superbly-gilded
musical-clock, indicating Turkish time, which
played tunes instead of striking the hours, half-
hours, and quarters.

About half-a-dozen chairs, covered to match
the sofa, were placed about in various parts.
At the top stood another divan, having cushions
as large as mattresses at cach end (on which
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squatted the ladies in attendance), much smaller
than that which we bave previously deseribed,
but similarly covered. This was arranged under
the three large windows, from which the mucha-
rabichx were removed, and overlooked the Bos-
phorus, commanding one of the finest views the
eve ever looked upon.

Out of this large room branched off four
corridors, two leading to the right hand, and
two to the left.  One of the rooms on the latter
was appropriated to the Validé Princess, as
her private sitting-room.  And here T may
as well remark, that T was extremely fortunate
iu having accompanied ‘their Highnesses 5 for,
otherwise, I should never have had the oppor-
tuuity of entering the Imperial Havems, this
being the first time in the annals of Turkish
history that any Egvptian Princess had had the
houour of having one of the Imperial Palaces
appropriated for her reception, and of a Nuza-
rani kelh, * Christian dog,” having defiled then
with her presence.

Why such a mark of favour was shown to
the widow of Ibrahim Pacha, I know not, un-
less, indeed, it was that the poor sovercign,
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who on his ﬂ‘ying visit to Egypt, on his acces-
sion to the throne, had looked with a jealous
eve upon the riches of his Creesus of a vassal ;
for then, if report speaks truth, His Majesty
urged that wealthy Prince to give him more
tribute.  That request was met with a most
courteons  negative;  and  the expediency of
which was  based upon the following clause
of the Firman of May, 1841 —viz. :—

* As cach of the conditions scttled as above is.
annexed to the privilege of hereditary succes-
sion, if a single one of them is not executed,
that privilege of hereditary succession  shall
forthwith be abolished and annulled,” so Ismael
Pacha, Viceroy of Egypt, had no idea of acting
contrary to the letter of that document. We
know that large presents were made to the
Sultan at that time; and there is not a shadow
ot a doubt but the Validé Princess, whom His
Majesty Abdul Aziz on this occasion ** delighted
to honour,” was iuvited as an Imperial guest
from political as well as personal motives; but
what they were, time will, no doubt, disclose.

Well, to continue our description of the
Vicercgal guests’ apartments,  The hangings

YOL. IL N
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were of yellow stamped velvet, embessed with
silver leaves and tlowers.  The furniture of the
divans and chairs corresponded.  The floor was
matted, and covered with the usual picces of
Brussels carpet. The walls were covered with
embossed velvet of the same kind ; the ceiling,
which was very lofty, wnd from which hung
suspended a ma~swe silver chandelier, was
beautifully p‘unt{d In the centre of the romn
stood a round inlail table, supported on gilded
legs; on each sile were ranged two similar
ones, on one of which stood a superb gilt
clock, that chimed the hours; and each side
of it was similarly ornamented to that which
we have previously deseribed as being in the
Grand Reception-room, with the exception that
a large wirror, reaching down from the eciling,
rested on each table.

Crossing the Grand Reeeption-reom, and pass-
ing into the second corridor, we entered, on the
right hand, Her Highuess's bedchamber.  The
floor was matted with the usual carpeting. The
gilded iron bedstead was ornamented with sky-
blue silk hangings, bespangled with silver cres-
cents; at the foot and sides were gilded cresceuts,
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holding plumes of ostrich feathers, Rich Persian
ruws wore placed at the sides of the bed, and
by that of the divan, which stood underneath
the three large windows which overlooked the
garden and heights, The divan, chairs, and
cushions were covered with sky.blue satin,
fringed with silver. A small inlaid console-
table stood on one side of the room, on which
rested a large mirror, and on the top of the
table were placed three inlaid caskets on gold
legs, the largest of which contained Ier High-
ness's  treasure, and the others, jewellery, es-
senees, and narcoties,  On another table, facing
the foot of the bed, stousd a handsome gilt cloeik,
having on cach side a small clegantly-painted
Sévres china jug and basin, nsed for holding
the perfumed water which is poured over the
hamds,

Then we passed into the room on the left
hand, which was assigned to IHer Highness's
Lady of the Bedchamber, whose office it was
to relate tales to her, rub or shampoo her limbs
until she fell off to sleep, which operation had
a mesmeric effect upon the Valide Princess.

In the row of rooms that led straight aloug

N 2
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on the left-haud side, were placed the ladics of
Her Highness's suite. The room on the right-
hand side, adjoining that of Her Highness's,
contained her wardrobe. Her wardrobe-women
slept in it, and there were ironed out daily the
crumpled dresses, linen, &c., belonging to the
Princess and her retinue!

The bath-room,, which was fitted up with a
marble bath, arranged with taps for cold and
hot water, was situated opposite Her Highness's
chamber. A small door opening out of it led
into the boudoir, which was a moderate-sized
room. OQut of that a door led into the ecalinet
d'aisance, arranged @ la Turque, having a small
marble fountain in the centre; on a table stowd
two silver basins, one empty, aud the other filled
with small calico napkins, fringed with gold
thread, and on a silver rod hung several towels
embroidercd with gold.  Passing along the other
corridor on the same side, we entered the
Princess Epouse's apartments, The sitting-room
was similarly fitted up to the Grand Reception-
room, the folding-doors in which led into another
sitting-room similarly arranged, only having the
hangings and furniture covered with pink satin.
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Then we passed into the bedchamber, arranged
like that of Her Highness the Valid¢ Princess,
the hangings and furniture of which were of
crimson silk bespangled with gold stars and
crescents. The cases of all the beds, which were
left in the bedsteads without any coverlets, were
of blue satin interwoven with bouquets of flowers,

Then we entered the Grand Pacha Ibrahim’s
sitting-room. The hangings and furniture were
of red embossed satin with white lace curtains,
Over the doors and windows were clegant gilded
cornices. The floor was covered with matting,
and round the sides were placed pieces of
Brusscls carpet. In it stood an English fire-
place with a bright steel registered stove; on the
chimneypiece, which was of white marble, rested
a large mirror, and at each end stood a large
silver branch candclabra, In the centre was
placed a large elegantly-painted Sévres jug, on
cach side of which stood two essence-bottles and
drinking-cups of the same material. The walls
were covered with red embossed paper.  On the
ceiling was painted Mazcppa and the wild horse,
and beautiful vignettes of the fine arts filled up
the corners,
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Half a dozen elegant light faney gilled occa-
sional chairs, of English manufacture, as also
twelve rosewood ones, covered with embossed
crimson satin, corresponding with the mrenuds
which fitted up each corner of the room, were
scattered about the apartment. In the centre
stood a round marble table,

Then we passed into the Hall of Audicnee,
which was lighted with ten immense windows,
The floor was matted, the walls plainly painted,
as also the cciling, from which was suspended a
large chandelier. A marble table stood in the
centre; and two dozen heavy-looking .square-
seated chairs, covered with silk and ornamented
with figured gilt-headed nails. In a square
recess stood three marble fountamns, used for
ablutional purposes, and up to which the slaves
climbed as the sun set, and washed their feet.
Leading out of it was a double staircase,
covered with matting, which led down into
another hall running parallel to it. Dassing
into a corridor having rooms on both sides,
like the saloon of an American steam-packet,
(which were appropriated for the use of the
upper slaves,) we entered at its extremity
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another spacious hall, and crossing that pro-
cecded into other corridors.

The first on the right hand led into my
chamber, and here, as had ¢lsewhere been my
fate, one of the worst furnished rooms in the
palace was sct apart for me.  In fact, the apart.
ment was similar in every respect to those
occupicd by the ladies of tlte Sultan’s Harem,
who were attached to the suite of their Iligh-
nesses the Egyptian Princesses, some of whom
might, for aught I knew to the contrary, be His
Majesty’s ihbalv.  So that T should most un-
questionably have been called fastidious, since 1
murmured at being treated as if I were one of
the Sultan’s favourites, which, Diew merci! 1
was not; although perhaps for many reasons,
they might have wished I had been. But, as
Iarem life had no charms for me, there was no
more chance of my pleasing ¢ the Sovereign of
Sovercigns, the Light of the World,” than there
had been of my pleasing the Viceroy Ishmael
Pacha, in the sense that the sister of His High-
ness's civil aid-de-camp evidently meant.

The floor was matted, and the ceiling painted.
The hangings of the doors and the two large
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windows which overlooked the Bosphorus, to-
gether with the furniture, were of brown and
black cotton, giving it a most dismal appearance,
Everything European was excluded from it, as it
was furnished with a divan, and on the floor lay
two thin mattresses covered with the same fabric.
These, with the addition of two large silver-uilt
candlesticks with glass shades, constituted all the
effects; and, as usual, I had to do battle for the
deficiencies, which I did, and came off victorious.

Proceeding across the hall, and facing my
apartment, were the chambers of the ladics
belonging to the Sultan’s Ilarem, the floors of
which were matted, and the walls and ceilings,
painted. The hangings of the doors and win-
dows, which overlooked the Bosphorus, were of
figured cotton. The only furniture in cach were
two mattresses laid on the floor, which served
them as divans by day and beds by night.

We then returned to the double staircase from
whence we had descended. Opening a door on
the left hand, we passed throngh a large room,
then through another on the right, and thence
down a long corridor; then we ascended six
stairs, and entered the apartments occupicd by
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the Valide Princess's Grand Eunuch, which
comprised a sitting-room, the floor of which
was covercd with matting, and the walls and
ceiling whitewashed. The hangings of the win-
dows and doors were of white and erimson
striped satin, the divans and chairs were covered
with the same costly material.

At the side stood a marble console-table, on
which was placed a handsome gilt clock, two
beautiful Sévres china jugs, two essence-bottles,
and two drinking-cups to match, and two silver
branch candelabras; leaving which we passed
along another corridor to the right, the first door
in which opened into the Girand Eunuch’s bed-
chambér.  The floor was matted, and had strips
of Brussels carpet laid down around the sides.
In it stood a gilt iron bedstead with crimson
filk hangings, on which was laid a wadded
coverlet of the same material, and at each side
was spread a fine Persian rug, a crimson figured
satin divan, chairs awith gilded backs covered
with the same material, an ebony chest of
drawers with white marble top, on which stood
an clegant gilt clock and two large silver cande-
labras, a marble-top washing-stand with Sgvres
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china toilette service, two water-bottles, and
drinking-cups to correspond.

Quitting this apartment we entered that of
Khoorshid Pacha, the Validé Princess’s Cham-
berlain’s bedchamber, similarly arranged, and
opening the door opposite, we walked into his
sitting-room. The floor was covered with mat-
ting, the walls papered, and the ceiling beanti-
fully pzinted.  The divan and chairs, which were
of ormolu and gold, were covered with faded blue
satin, and the console-table was similarly fitted
up to that in the Grand Eunuch’s room.

Then descending down a flight of steps we
reached the promenade, proceeding along which
we entered the apartments of the Drincess
Epouse’s Grand Eunuch’s house, which was
detached from the Palace, the basement floor
of which was occupied by the officers belonging
to the Sultan’s household, who were in attend-
ance on their Highnesses the Princesses and the
Grand Pacha.

Ascending a flight of stairs, we entered the
sitting and bedrooms of our Grand Eunuch,
which were similarly arranged to those of
the Validé Princess’s Grand Eunuch, except
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that the furniture and hangings were of plain
red satin,  The other rooms, both on the right
and left, were occupied by the other eunuchs
and male attendants.

Leaving this house, we ascended a steep,
chalky hill, and opening a large pair of gates,
we entered the grounds belonging to the Harem,
which consist of a long salk lined with
avenues  of plane-trees, under which were
placed two square marble baths, and at the
extremity of the walk we passed into a large
negleeted  kitchen-garden, which is  situated
upon the heights, and commands a view of
the Palacc, and one of the finest views of the
Bosphorus and the city of Constantinople.

Then descending a noble avenue, we entered
a small garden adjoining the D’alace, in which
stood two marble baths. It contained an im-
mense number of lime, orange, almond, and
tamarind trees ; also beds of double-headed pop-
pics. Then descending down a noble flight
of marble steps, we crossed a large courtyard
covered with sand like shingles. Then as-
cending another flight of steps, we re-entered
the Palace by the grand entrance hall.
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As soon as the Grand Pacha and myself
had finished our inspection of the royal Palace
and grounds, we returned to Her Highness's
sitting-room, where I found dinner served up
upon a large round tray with a silver rim, It
contained the usual viands, but was placed
upon a large table, at which the whole party
was seated. Thie comprised not only the Viee-
regal children, but also the black nurses, all of
whom made a most ludicrous group; for they
were seated on chairs with their legs cocked up
like hens at roost, the scats not being wide
enough to admit of their doubling themselves
up like clasped knives, @ CArabe.  Had the
chairs, however, been as large as those which
the late Viceroy Said Pacha was accustomedl
to sit in, they might have indulged in that
mode, for all of them are of an enormous size.
Now and then the slaves kept swinging onc leg
about, and after the lapse of a few minutes,
they wound it round the leg of the chair, but
becoming tired of that operation, they all rose
up and changed their legs, sat down again, and
then resumed their hen-roost postures.

The little Prince and myself could not help
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bursting out into a fit of laughter at their
gauc)m'ie. The table not being furnished with
cither knives, forks, or spoons, the whole of the
party, except the Viceregal children, (whose
spoons, &c. had been unpacked,) sct to work at
their dinner like savages, dipping their fingers
into the dishes, helping’ themselves to whatever
they liked, and then conveyipg those tit-bits to
their mouths in a disgusting manner.

After I had witnessed these barbarians par-
take of their meal, I waited to see what had
been provided for me, and, on inquiry, was told
nothing ! that 1 must “pig” it with the nurses
in that manuoer, ¢ sans fourchette, sans couteau,
sans rien,”

1 quitted the room in absolute disgust, nay,
in anger, I could not but think that this
insult must have been premeditated, for there
were about us the same domesties as we had
had in Egypt. The Grand Eunuch was with
us, the nurses all knew how I had deen treated
in the Palace at Ghezire—how my meals had
been served up to me—what complaints I had
made at being obliged to sit down at table with
the European menials; and  therefore there
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really was no excuse for my being placed upon
a par, and made to hobnob it with black nurses
of the lowest caste. .

As T have stated before, I knew that there
had been an under-current at work; still it
worked steadily on; but my paticnce was not
exhausted, and I was resolved to stem against it,
I pereeived that the impetuosity of its course
was becoming much more rapid sinee my arrival
in what is stvled. par coecll nec, the Ottoman
domintons, and now T resolved to erush this
hydra on the bread, it possible,  Leavine the
room, [ proceeded to the Princess Tpouse,
to whom T complained most bitterly, sl point-
Liank told Her Iighness that T could not, and
would not, partake of my meals in that dis-
gusting mauncr.

At first the Princess began to remonstrate
with me, alleging that the slaves had not had
time to unpack my luggage; for all the glass,
china, plate,&e. which had been provided for me
in the Harem at Ghezire had been sent on in
the other frigate that had accompanied us, and
therefore I must put up with it; and as to my
viauds, why, no others could be cooked, and
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I must partake of the leavings of those slaves,
“ Melesch, Malesch!” *“Madame, what does it
matter !—what does it matter!”

But I now knew the character of the indi-
vidual with whom T had to deal, so I replied,
“ Mafesh, Mufesh, hanem Effendi!” * Non-
sensey nonsense, your Ilighness!” and as I still
insisted, orders were instantly given to have
the kuives, &e., unpacked, and other viands
served up to mej and at the same time she
mstricted the slaves to go and feteh my dinner,
and place it upon the table, and never again
to attempt to take their meals until I had
finished,”

1 salaamed, and left Her Highness; but not
until she had given orders that the Grand
Eunuch should go and purchase me articles of
the same furniture that 1 had had provided for
me at Cairo, all of which had been left behind g
and when T obtained them, my chamber soon
assumed a Furopean aspect.

Iler Highness was, as I have already shown,
ever ready to do her utmost to contribute to
my comfort—she did all that lay in her power;
so that it was not she who set the under-cur-
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rent in motion (oh, no, not she, indecd '— T had
been tried, and found *truc as steel)” and she
placed the greatest confidence in wme), but it
was the clique about Ismael Pacha who hadg
been setting it running all this time, and,
ignoramuses as they were, they thought I had
not sense enough to kitow it. It wds to'them
that I was indebtgd for all my sufferings, both
mentally and bodily, while an inmate of the
Harems of Egypt and Constantinople,

Cui bonv? Woman is an enigma, aud so
I proved to them. I had been cajoled and
flattered into the belief that when T went to
Constantinople, all would be » ¢Jus?! ezl ™
“ Pretty ! pretty ! but I had tound it * Baral!
batul !+ Bad! bad!”

Well, thinzs went on rather more satisfactory
for a few days; but as Arab and Ethiopian
nurses are like our neighbours on the other side
of the water, who invariably »ericunent @ lowes
moutons, so did those black denizens. For they
soon took every opportunity of anmoying me,
by bringing a host of the low-caste slaves into
my room, dipping their fingers into the dishes
betore they were placed upon my table, squat-
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tinz themselves down upon the divan in and
on the tloor of my chamber; in short, making
it “the servants’ hall,” where they smoked and
.chattered away in high glee, to my extreme
discomfort and abhorrence. Often when I held
my finger up to them, as was my custom at
Ghezire, and told them to leave my room,
instead of obeying my injunction, they stared
and grinned at me like idiots.

Things went on in this manner for some
time, until I was obliged to call in the inter-
position of’ the Grand Eunuch, who ordered
them to leave the room, and desired them unot
to repeat <uch conduet.  Then for a while they
would discontinue making my room a *“liberty
hadl,™ and I was freed from all annoyance: but
after a lapse of time they would break out again
into their vagaries, slip slily into my chamber,
whenever they could gain access thereto, and
repeat their annoyance,

The sovereign ruler of the Ottoman domi-
nions, Prince Baksheesh, was the instigator.  In
Egypt, they obtained baksheesh through wmy
means, because I never despoiled the Grand
Pacha, as Shaytan did, but then distributed a

VoL. 11 (8]
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portion of her purloinings among them, and
they were content; but now they did not obtain
any, as the Prince had no Buba near him to fill
his pockets with silver or golden coins. So
Shaytan could not propitiate her host of evil
spirits, and they thought that poor I should be
made to do so; but as I received no baksheesh,
I had none to dispense.

Our daily life at Bebek was not quite so
monotonous as it had been at Ghezire, and,
but for my falling ill, it would have passed
away most agreeably; for the Viceroy had sent
a pony for the Prince, and a sweet pretty Arab
steed for myself; both of which were never used
during my sojourn at Istamboul.

We rose (I am speaking of myself and the
Prince) at six in the morning; when, through
the kind attention of one of the ladies of the
Sultan’s arem, whom I will call Sclina, I was
served with a bottle of new milk, and a salver of
symanets, “ rings of milk-bread,” like that which
is so delicious in Italy, but having sceds on them,
which taste like fresh pork.

At half-past scven we breakfasted, and at
nine we went for a walk on the promenade,
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then, passing along a road on the left Land, we
proceeded through a large gate, which led us
into the Palace grounds, which were laid out
as a fruit and Kitchen-garden.  They were kept
in a high state of cultivation, and being, in fact,
neither more nor less than a part of the Ieights,
presented a most picturesque appearance, many
of those clevations being covered with strawberry
heds.

Here we used to purchase for a few paras, a
plentitul supply of fresh-gathered fruit every
morning, from the hwtandji, *“gardener,” as
those grounds did not, as I first imagined,
belong to the Sultan.  Here, scated on mats,
on which the dostandji laid  Persian  rugs,
which, when he knew that our visits were
almost diurnal. he procured from the Grand
Eunuch, T often passed many hours with the
Prinee, he playing and  enjoving  his fruit by
my side,

After we had partaken of what the Grand
Pacha called his Yorton Cilék, * Strawberry
Feast,” we wandered about the Heights, on the
top of which stood a small Greek café, which
commanded an extensive and lovely view of

o2
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the “nsphurlh‘. and the eluster ot preturesgiie
villages which stood on its banks—thore we
rested.

We afterwards passed on to a market-place,
which was in a most filthy and dilaprltad
condition: but in rambling about it the Grand
Pacha took great dcligh‘t.

At twelve o’clock, we returned to the Palace,
then partook of dinner, the Prince dining with
me, to the utter horror of the nurses, who did
all in their power to prevent, as they termed it
such an abomination, as the believer and the
unbeliever eating together.  But the Princess
Epouse’s Muleseh! Malesch ! frightened them
out of their superstitions horror, and so far
enlightened them, that they were obliged ever
afterwards to look upon such as being perfectly
orthodox, which perplexed and puzzled them not
a little; and then they thought that wonders
would never ecase, and would often exclaim,
“What is written, s written!”  Dienllah !
Bismilldh! “In the name of the most merciful
God!”  Allah! il Allah! Malomet Besoul
Allul!  “There is but one God, and Mahomet
is Ilis prophet!”
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CHAPTER IX.

O~k day, after the Grand Pacha had dined,
he told the Grand Eunuch to send up into his
apartment an immense chest, which had just
arrived in a caique. Upon being opened, it
was found to contain some magnificent tovs
mechanically constructed, the value of which
must have been upwards of 1004 T did not
learn the name of the donor, but T think they
were presents from one of His Highness’s reputed
partuers.  With these the little Prince “often
amused himsclf in the afternoons.

At five o'clock he supped; after which, we
again sallied forth, sometimes on the promenade,
and at others we went for a row in a caique on
the beautiful Bosphorus,

At cight o'clock we returned; but it was
quite impossible to get Ilis Highness to retire to
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rest at any stated period, so that T was obliged
to request the [lekim Bacld, the Physician to
the Viceregal family, who, unknown to the
Viceroy, was also the medical attendant on
Mustapha Pacha’s family, to give the Graud
Eunuch instructions that the little DPrince
should retire at nine o'clock.

These pleasant and agrecable times, however,
soon came to an end; for, as 1 had forescen,
when the Baba had ordered his hair to be cut,
when on the eve of the departure of the Vieeregal
pariy from Alexandria, the Prinee caught a
shight cold during the vovage.  This could have
been easily cured had ‘[ been permitted, as 1
suggested, to give him a cordial-cup full of
arrow-root at night, and a warm bath before
retiring to rest, To this however the Prineess
Epouse would not consent, but called in the
Tlekime Bacht, who immediately placed him on
starving dict, and ordered him to live on chicken
broth, braed, and milk. He then gave me a packet
of tasteless powders, some magnesia, and a bottle
of syrup, with strict injunctions not to give the
Prince more than a teaspoonful at a time; to
put his feet in hot water, to let him have a basin
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of arrow-root when he retired to rest, and to have
his chest and back rubbed with green oil.

The Zlekine Bachi was a strange character;
it was only of late vears that he had resumed
his professional pursuits; for, finding that me-
dicine did not bring sufficient “grist to the
mill,” he had turned his attention to farming.
Il was a clever man, but considered “the
germs ™ of a disease quite beneath his treat-
ment.  In desperate cases he was extremely
skilful ; but he was not a proper person to be
called in to attend upon any person with
whose constitution he was unacquainted.  How
he managed to hold the appointment of Zekim
Backi to the Vieeroy's Harem, while he was
the medical adviser to Mustapha Pacha, the
brother of Ismacl Pacha (between whom there
existed at that time a most deadly animosity)
I am at a loss to know.

Preparatory to retiring to rest, Shaytan un-
dressed him, and the Princess Epouse, accom-
panied by the ladies of both Harems, and a host
of old crones, entered the room. Then a large brass
basin was brought into the room by several slaves,

On one side of the foot of the Prince’s bed
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sat his illustrious mother, the Grand Pacha
sitting in the centre, and on the other side was
the governess, A slave then advanced and
cast some fuller's carth into the brass basin,
while the whole assembly exclaimed, Bismillah'!
Biswdlah! Then hot water was poured npon
it, after which a thick "wadded coverlet was
drawn over the whole party, and thus they
had the pleasure of nothing more nor less than
a vapour bath, while His Highness kept sip-
ping some lime-flower teas then his feet and
legs, which had remained in the hot water tor
some time, were tahen out and rolled up in the
coverlet, which had served the purpose of a
vapour-bath,  After this a brazier of live char-
coal was brought in, into which some gronnd
coffee was thrown, white candicd sugar, aloe-
wood, myrrh, some peculiar aromatic resin and
gum, the fumes of which were wafted into the
Prince’s face by the Princess Epouse, and his
night attire was held over it.  Some large picees
of cotton wadding were now held over the brazier
until they became thoroughly impregnated with
its fumes, and then placed on his chest and
back 3 and in that state llis Highness was
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put to bed. The whole of the spectators pre-
sent kept continually exclaiming, Bismillah !
Bismillah! Bismillah! which brought to my
recollection the celebrated incantation scene in
Weber's opera of < Der Freyschutz.”

The next day Shaytan, the head-nurse, con-
trary to the strict injufctions of the governess,
carricd the Prince down into the apartment of
one of the black slaves, where he caught a fresh
eold, owing to the windows being open.  As soon
as I entered my chamber T missed the Grand
I’acha, and proceeded down the grand entrance-
hall, in quest of the Prince. That vestibule at
the moment looked as if harlequin with his magice
wand in a Christmas pantomime had been at his
handiwork ; for there stood huge bales of the
most costly silks, rich satins, soft velvets, fine
FFrench merinoes, nets, lawns, linen, calicoes.
muslins, both white and coloured, India and
Cashmere shawls, silk stockings, huge bales of
Parisian boots and shoes of almost cvery size
and description.  There were rich  chased
caskets, whose contents comprised tiaras of
magnificent diamonds, almost priceless in value,
carrings, bracelets, belts, clasps, chains, rings,



202 HAREM LIFE,

necklaces, sword-hilts, amulets, zarfs of unpa-
ralleled beauty, cnerusted with wost precious
jewels, and numerous other gems of art, the
brightest and most elegant of which the Grand
Eunuch kindly handed to me to feast my eyes
upon. All of them were most unique specimens
of the handicraft of man and of the mineral
kingdom. In short, not being an artiste, 1
cannot give pen-and-ink drawings of them.
Boxes covered with silks, containing Japan
china jindjans, gold filigree carfs, most richly
encrusted with diamonds and precious stones,
gold salvers, silver ewers and basins, caskets of
jewels, and a host of magnificent miscellancous
objects of wirtu. In short, the sight of them
made me think that I stood on fairy ground.
It seemed as if the Viceroy Ismael Pacha had
suddenly become the master of Aladdin’s Won-
derful Lamp, which he must have found in one
of the newly-excavated caves on the banks of the
Nile, and, having rubbed it as the genii of old
did, had become possessed of untold wealth, and
thinking perhaps that Iis Majesty the Sultan
Abdul Aziz ought at least to have a share of
the treasure trove, he despatched the precious
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coin dug out of the bowels of the earth of Egypt
to Lingland, France, Italy, in short, all over the
continents of Kurope and Asia, which enabled
this Sinbad of the nineteenth century to collect
together the most costly manufactures of the
world, and had sent them as presents to his
suzerain the poor Sultan, from his Cresus of
a vassal—for the estimated value of them,
now a well-cstablished fact, was upwards of
halt' a million of English pounds sterling. Tt
is, indeed, no fiction when I say that were it
possible to strike the spades upon the right
spots, the whole sod of Egvpt would, if turned
up by manual labour, become a rival to Cali-
fornia~-for the cotton mania has sent such
heaps of gold into the land of the Pharaohs,
which the Arabs have buried in the earth, that
it may be said to be coated with that precious
metal.

The supposed object of these valuable presents
was not an ostentatious desire to display the
prosperity of Egypt under the paternal admini-
stration of the Viceroy Ismael Pacha, but to
manifest that prince’s paternal solicitude that
His Majesty Sultan Abdul Aziz, “the light of
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the world, the sovercign of sovercigns,” would
take unto his holy keeping (for is he not the Com-
mander of the Faithful ?) the Pacha, the Héad
of the Mahometan religion! that *dot of hu-
manity,” the Grand Pacha, and bestow upon him
the coveted nomination to the Viceroyship.

All these commoditied had been shipped in
Alexandria on board the frigate [hrahim, that
had accompanied us.  The Prince T found busy
examining several beautiful articles: and hold-
ing up some elegant diamond branches; made in
the shape of small parasite plants, to me, he ex-
clamed, Ay, Madame, (702! tinsl! Ay,
Muwdano ! * Beautiful, - Madame ! Beautitul,
Madame '™ I kissed him on the chiek, but
scolded him for having left his room. which
imprudent act of the head-nurse rendered him
an invalid to the time that [ quitted the Old
Palace.

The domestie_ life of the odalisques in this
palace commeneed at four o'clock in the morn-
ing, when the ladies of the Sultan’s Harem left
their couches, repeated their namus, which they
did cvery two hours during the livelong day,
(for all of them were fanatics and most religiously
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melined.) partook  of jindjans of coffee, and
stmoked cigarettes. At five, the whole of the
inmates rose; at six our Grand Kunuch {1 call
him such in contradistinetion to that cunning,
crafty “spectre of a man,” the Validé Prin-
cess's) said prayers to the ladies of all the three
Harems, touched the ¢entre of their foreheads
with his finger, in which ZoAl liad been placed,
which left a small black spot upon it like a piece
of stiching-plaster. One morning when he drew
near towards me, for I had riscu much earlier than
ustal, and happened to be present in the room
with the Prinee, he was on the point of bestow-
ing upon me the caste-mark of the believer, but
I drew back: he smiled and passed on. Tt
was alwavs after she had attended this prayer
meeting that Selina, the lady of the Ifarem to
whom I have already alluded, Iike a charitable
geni came with new milk and hot buns, * Ex-
claiming, * Eat and drink. in every bit and drop
life’s essence burns.'” At seven the Grand
Pacha, his sister, and mysclf breakfasted toge-
ther. At cight we took a promenade, but
gencrally returned at ten.  Sometimes we
walked up and down the Esplanade, where
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stood near to the edge of the azure water of
the lovely Bosphorus.  And often, ah! too
often to be pleasing to the sight, baskets came
fl past, most of which, gentle reader,

;dl probability contained the heads, and
many of them the trunks, of human bodies.
Em,xt is.ng unogmmon sight in Turkey, “where

slways pay the penalty of their mis-
deeds " by a most severe and summary punish-
ment, which, horrible to say, is privately
enforced.  Their bodies then are invariably
placed in large baskets or sacks, which are
thrown into the lovely sapphire-ooking river
to feed the fish, which swarm here in shoals,
against the catehing of which there is an
Imperial ediet.

May not that injunction of the Padishabs
have been occasioned by their Majesties” know-
ledge that the depths of that clear, bright
stream is but too often converted into an
immense city of the dead? And yet both
I and the Prince had often watched with
intense interest the singular manner in which
the Moslems cateh those forbidden tenants of
the dreaded Bosphorus.  Their mode of taking
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them is by smearing a picee of calico about the
size of a table-cloth with the roe of some fish,
then launching it into the river, and after the
lapse of a few moments hauling up a most
miraculous draught of fishes.  But Luropeans
eschew them as they do the prawns out of the
(ranges, which feed on the corpses cast into it
and which float past the ghantx at Caleutta as
the wicker baskets do down the Bosphorus.

When the Grand Pacha saw those baskets
float rapidly by the cdge of the Promenade, he
inquired of me what they contained? I in-
formed His | lizhness that they contained the
corpses of culprits (but what culprits I did not
mention) who had been killed, as I sapposed,
for some crimes that they had  committed.
And yvet most likely many of those baskets
coutained the  murdered  bodies  of  persons
perhaps almost as inmocent as the little Prince
himself.

The basket and the sack in Turkey contain
the victims of jealousy, which the handiwork
of the cunuchs has sent to their last account!
for these spectres of men are, like the Thugs in
India, adepts at strangulation. It is no un-
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common thing in the Iarems to hear them
relate to cach other, it not their own exploits,
at least those of their predeeessors in office,
and 1 have often scen the elder ones give their
fellow-phantoms illustrations of the manner in
which those deeds have been  accomplished,
This they do with the utmost sany  froid,
while the spectators exclaim, Aferin! Aferin!
“Well done! well done!™

The little Prince also took great delight in
looking at the Aachamhas as they glided along
filled with galiondji, ““sailors,” belonging  to
some of the different European vessels at anchor
off Gialataj for, contrary to the general custom
of the Turks, he did not possess such a hatred
for all who differed from him in point of faith.
He did not dislike the Franks, but he abhorred
those unclean beasts! those misbelieving dogs !
—the Jews; and on one day. when he pointed
his little hand to a headless corpse that we saw
floating by a caique which lay at anchor in the
stream, he inquired of me, if that were not the
body of a kopek, “ dog of an Israclite?” T re-
plied that I did not know. Basham itchiam,
“ By my head!” jehentm ¢ Hell” “will be the

VOL. 1I. r
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portion of that accursed band, as there is but
one Allah,” added the little Pacha, clapping his
tiny hands.

Time after time, barges passed close to the
promenade, filled with araki, “corn-brandy,”
and freighted with that harmless-looking white
colourless liquid, the ‘wine of Carnabat, for
which Carnabat merchants find a ready market,
and many a cask of which is kept lodged in the
well-secured cellars of wealthy Turks, although
it was the Aiskmet of that extract not to be
drunk by all good Mussulmans,

After that we went and elimbed up to the
Greek café, and there we sat gazing with
wonder and delight on the surpassing loveli-
ness of the picturesque scenery by which it is
surrounded.

At noon their Iighuesses the Priucesses
dined; but if (which frequently happened)
they went out in the morning in caiques or
carriages, and did not return until late, none of
the ladies of the Harem were allowed to par-
take of either dinner or supper, as the case
might be, until their return. If they were
absent much beyond the usual dinner-hour, the
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ladies of the Harem would pay a visit to the
governess (cocana, “lady,” as they termed
her), and ask her to allow them to partake
of her dinner, which being cooked & I’ Arabe,
they enjoyed with much gusto; aud then the
Grand Pacha’s and my own slaves had short
commous, |

I am always ready to bestow praise where
praise is due, and must acknowledge that while
a guest within the precinets of the Sultan’s
palace at Bebek, shere was abundance of every-
thing and the Turkish and Arab cuicine, for its
kind, was exceedingly good.

When dinuner was finished, the ladies of the
Sultan’s Tlarem went about their usual occupa-
tions.  They had no slaves to attend upon them
—I am only speaking of those who resided with
us at Bebek.  They employed their time in
filling the Scvres china jars in the apartments
with fresh water, setting up the wax candles in
the chandeliers and candelabras, arranging their
chambers, decorating the rooms with fresh-
gathered bouquets; in short, their lives may
not inappropriately be likened to those of nuns

in a convent.
P2



212 HAREM LIFE.

The vyounger slaves officiated as chamber-
maids. The aged ladies, however, did nothing ;
but were waited upon most attentively by the
younger ones. :

The washing and ironing of the linen of' the
Vieeregal family and suite was carried on at
the old palace, on account of the baduess of the
water for that purpose; so that on Wednesdays
and Thursdays the whole of the slaves be-
longing to the BEgyptian Harems went over to
that palace, which greatly imonvenienced the
Grand Pacha and mysclf; as then we had not a
single attendant to wait upon us.  On these
two days the whole establishment was up and
about at break of day, the rooms were turned
topsyturvy, the matting taken up off the tloors,
and the whole of the interior of the palace
swept and garnished, * when disorder reigned
throughout the Harem'’s curtained gallerics. ™

The slaves belonging to the Sultan’s Harem
washed and got up their own linen in the
Harem. The gencral appcarance of this bevy
of ladies was not, as Tom Moorc, in his ¢ Lalla
Rookh,” describes,
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¢ Maids from the West, with sunbright hair,
And fiom the garden of the Nile,
Delicate as the roses there;

for they were indeed very plain—nay, ordinary,
aud some absolutely ugly.

Ilis Ilighness the Prince and myself dined
punctually at twelve oclock, at which repast
we were waited upon by slaves belonging to the
Sultan’s Harem. The Validé Princess always
took her meals alone, and the ladies of her
IHarem and her suite regaled themselves off
the seraps.  Sometimes the Princess Epouse
would invite some of the aged ladies of the
Harem to dinner ; but the ladies of her Ilarem
and slaves were also fed with the scraps.  So
that as regards “the table” (to usc a sea-
phrasc), there was but oue, which showed that
strict cconomy was the order of the day in
the Imperial as well as the Viceregal house-
hold.

It was highly amusing to see the ladies of
the Harem and slaves squat themselves down
upon the floor in a circle, holding most elegant
Sevres china cups and saucers, with gold spoons,
in their hands; while the freezing pail of lemon
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ice stood in the centre, into which they dipped
their spoons, filled their cups, and even their
saucers (as most undoubtedly they thought that
it was impossible to have too much of a good
thing), with that refreshing condiment, and
handed them round to each other; and ever
aud anon they dipped the gold spoons into the
pail, and regaled themselves to their hearts’
content,

Their Highnesses, both before and after
dinner, went out for an airing, cither in
caiyues or carriages, down to Stamboul, cach
attended by their respective Grand Eunuch,
aud other attendants. Sometimes they were ac-
companied by a few of the ladies of the IHarem ;
then they went shopping. At other times they
would receive visitors, both rich and poor; give
audiences to their dressmakers, to whom all
their dress-pieces were sent from Egypt to be
made up; and also to their bootmaker’s wife.
At four o'clock they lay down, after havmg
smoked their pipes.

“Then their pure hearts to transport given,
Swell like the wave, and glow like heaven.”

At six o'clock they rose, dressed themselves in



TOEIR HIGHNESSES' MODE OF LIFE. 215

their cvening toilette, and went out in caiques
on the beautiful Bosphorus; sometimes to, pay
visits to the different Harems and at others
they accompanied their visitors to their Harems.
(The Validé Princess very scldom went out
in the evening, but often sent for the governess
and the Grand Pacha.)” At eight o’clock they
supped.

The ladies of the Sultan’s Ilarem were much
more civilized than those of the Viceroy’s; for
they amused themselves of an evening singing
songs to their own accompaniments on casta-
nets; while others sat quietly in a group, not,
like the dames of olden times, plying at their
distafls and spindles, but industriously em-
ployed in useful needlework, repairing their
own garments; others again played at cards
and dominoes;—all smoking, and sipping sind-
jans of coffee out of zarfs of gold, encrusted
with diamonds.

At ten o’clock our Grand Eunuch, who ap-
peared to have taken upon himself the office of
Mufti ever since our arrival at Bebek, shouted
forth the cail to prayer; “and down upon
the fragrant sod kneels with his forehead
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to the cast, lisping the cternal name of God.”
Aftep that the Harem's gates and doors were
locked.

One morning, soon after our arrival at Bebek,
and when the Viceregal children were suffering
from severe colds, they were plaving in the
Grand Pacha Ibrahim’s apartment, which was
tilied with white and black slaves, both of the
upper and lower clzlés, some running about
the room like mad creatures, others squatting
down in dirty crumpled muslin dresses, of the
introduction of which heterogencous assembly
into Ilis Highness's room I had already com-
plained to the Prineess Epouse, but without
effect, as it was always stated that they came
to pay their respects to the Grand Pacha,

After the young slaves had been romping
about for some time, one of them came running
up to me, and informed me that the large
diamond in the waisthand of the little Princess,
which had only been fastened on a few moments
before, by her own nurse, was missing. That
seemed to me rather a singular incident, as
the Princess had never quitted tne apartment.
Search was immediately made for the elmas,
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“diamond,” but it could nowhere be found.
The matting and carpets were removedt the
divans, chairs (their cushions), tables, corners,
crevices, and every place were examined, and
the room swept, but still no traces of it could
be discovered. The slaves were questioned,
but denied all knowledge of it.

The head-nurse, Shaytan, with all the
cffrontery in the world,” walked up to me, and
with one of the cunningest leers imaginable,
inquircd of me whether T had taken it? I
replied, very coolly, “No! I have not! and
what is more, T have ucver set eyes on it
to-day, as I did not sce the little Princess
after her nurse had dressed her.”

Her Highness the Princess Epouse was sent
for, and as soon as she became aware of the
loss, she burst into a flood of tears, for that
elmas had been the gift of the Viceroy to
her before they were married, and therefore
she prized it greatly, and not for its intrinsic
value, which was, however, estimated at 500/.
The Grand Eunuch was sent for, and then
another search was made, but with no better sue-
cess. At length it was given up as a bad job.
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The little Princess’s nurse, who was an
honest, upright woman, cried most bitterly;
upon seeing which, the Grand Eunuch ap-
proached her, exclaiming, Malesch! Malesch!
But the poor creature continued to weep, as she
well knew that if it were not found she would be
most frightfully branded.” Shaytan looked most
astfully at her, but uttered not a syllable.

At length the Princess put herself into a
towering passion, and told the ecunuch, that
if it was not forthcoming on her return, (for
she was then on the eve of her departure, to
accompany the Valide Sultana in her yacht,)
she would have the whole of the nurses and
slaves flogged.

Then a slave approached the Princess, and
handed her a zarf, with a jsindjan of coffee.
She sipped it, but not relishing the taste of it,
or else not having overcome her passion, she
spat into it, as was invariably her custom when
she disliked anything, threw the beautiful
Japan findjan with its contents on the floor,
and stamped her feet upon it, which broke it
into a thousand pieces, which the slaves quickly
removed.
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I was quite aware in my own mind that
Shaytan had wrenched the diamond off the
band. I said not a word, as that would have
been dangerous to myself; but told the
Princess’s nurse, that she had better watch an
opportunity, and look into the head - nurse’s
saral, “trunk,” when she found it open. Poor
thing, she cried for days and nights, it
piteously. About two days before I left the
Palace, the Princess's nurse made another
search, “swept and garnished ” the apartments,
and lo and behold! by the side of Shaytan’s
sarat, there lay the diamond, just as if it had
been dropped there by pure accident. The
artful Shaytan, not feeling inclined to unde
a flogging, for she knew that the Princess
Epouse always kept her word, whether for
good or evil, had disgorged her prize. But it
is impossible for me to describe the excessive
delight of the Princess’s nurse when she found
it—then indeed did she “ weep for joy.”

Another day we sauntered up the flower-
enanielled heights, and the lovely view which I
there beheld will never be effaced from my
memory. As [ scanned the horizon, at one
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moment L caught sieht of the Muezzins on the
baleones of  the minarets, taking thor As-
madeus-like observations ot the doigs of the
denizens who were perambulating about the
three etties; for they are the most  arrant
spies and busybodies alive, scareely anything or
objeet escaping their observation.  This know-
l‘c they are ever ready to turn to the most
profitable account, for they are devent wor-
shippers of the Sovereign Prince Baksheesh,
who here reigns as dominant as in Egypt.

Here I gazed on the crowds of people em-
barking in caiques from- the numcrous scales,
now and then several arobas, “ covered carts,”

wn by bulky bullocks, ascending the various
steep elevated ascents; I saw also closely-veiled
figures, flitting about the Cities of the Silent,
to which I observed numerous processions
depart from the scale of the Meit Iskellese,
“ Ladder of the Dead.” Then, listening to
the various sounds that vibrated on the clear
atmosphere, T heard the tmprovisatori chanting
of the carkdjis, one of which commenced with--

* My childhoml's hume was "mid the isles
That gem the bright Fyean sea ;"
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then the rude singing of the sailors hauling
up the anchors of their ships, at the n.ast-
heads of which floated the Blue Peter, that
signal of departures to distant lands s the buz-
zing of the dense population of the bay's three
cities (Stamuboul, Pera, and Gralata) 3 the howl-
ing of the legion of” mongrels that prowled
about in all direetions; the booming of distdnt
cannon 3 the soft music of the military bandsx
at the different  barracks, floating on  the
rippling waters; the hallooing of the Jlamalls,
as they wended their way with their heavy
loads up the steep ascents; the bleating of
the sheep grazing hard by; the trampling of
horses’ hoofs; the words of command, as the
troops were being drilled on the  parade-
grounds; and now and then the stentorian
howling of those incorrigible beggars, the
IHowling Dervishes, with whom it is almost
as dangerous for a Frank to trust himself
alone (unless well armed), as it now is for a
tourist to perambulate about the cnvirons of
Naples, lest he fall into the hands of the
Italian banditti.

Sometimes the Prince partook of his supper
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at five oklock, as he was not made 1o con-
form to the rule laid down by the precept
of the Suna: ¢ Eat not till the planct of the
fourth heaven, the all-bencficent sun,  hath
hidden his rays behind the mountain Kafl”
When that was the case, we sallied torth for
an evening ramble on the Esplanade, which was
generally thronged with loungers at that period
of the evening.  But whenever their Highne sses
the Prineesses and Aveedine s (** the ladies of the
Sultan’s Harem ™y thongeht proper to frequent
it, then the Aislar gaer, and his formadable
guard, with their drawn  seimitars, stationed
themselves on the heights, and no individual
was allowed to approach there, which was on
other occasions a public promevade.  Some-
times they entered onc of the caiques, and took
an excursion on the Thracian Bosphorus, when
the beautiful moonbeams reflected their soft
light on the sparkling waves.

At other times they visited the lovely
shores of Beshik-Tach, and its palace; Istenia,
with its beautiful suburbs; Therapia, and the
splendid palaces of the foreign ambassadors ; nor
did they omit to wander about Buyuk-Deri.
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We often entered some beautiful and large
cardens belonsing to some of the wealthiest
Turks, which were laid out in the Oriental
stvle; and as it was summer-time, the air was
impregnated with  the delicious and  powerful
odours of citrons, roses, myrtles, jasmines, aza-
lias, lovely passion-flowers, almond-flowers, rose
laurcls, pomegranates, cedars, &e. The well-
kept avenues were refreshingly  shaded  with
large bananas, lofty palms, tall cypress, and the
banian-spreading fehinars (plane-trees).  Dotted
about were several gilded aviaries, full of birds
of most superh plumage, and hvely songsters;
and here and there the air wag cooled by the
flowing of the waters which were spurted forth
from numerous elegantly-sculptured fountains.
While gazing upon this scene, the Prince prattled
away, asking me the names of the exotics that
bloomed around them, and inquiring if I had
such lovely flowers in my own country.

At times he would go and seat himself in
one of the kiosks, in which he generally found
a crimson satin cushion, which the owner, who
had watched the little Prince at the time of his
first visit to his pleasure-garden, had ordered
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o be ‘\\ﬂ?l‘(\ there, as also one for the Ak
Inglese, * English lady,” as he designated me,

On the last oeccasion when he went there,
a short time before he fell sick, he found a
basketful of strawberrics, and poreclain cups
filled with iced sherbet, in his favourite hiosk.
Then he ran up to me, eXclaiming, * Oh, madam,
pray do not laugh at me, bat only scc! My
dygin, ‘spirit,’ fairy-like, has laid luncheon for
us in the kiosk; and I have placed all the
chocolate buttons, that you are so fond of, on a
plate for you!"™ Upon which I followed His
Highness 1 and, true enough, there 1 found the
frugal repast, @f which we bath most cheer-
fully partook.

Frequently we were rowed in a eaique, which
trausported us to the beautitul Asiatic shores,
where Ilis Highness loved to sit down upon
his Persian rug, bencath the wide-spreading
and luxuriant &hivaers, at Hunkiar FEskellesi s
and often under the shade of the noble tedinars,
“ plane-trees,” I also sat and contemplated the
beautics of mnature as well as the (irand
Pacha, Ibrabim; for, young as he was, he
possessed that inherent characteristic of his race,
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the studv of Nature in all her pristide loveli-
ness, and which was here presented to his gaze
in most variegated shapes and forms,

Sometimes we selected the Valley of the
Grand Scignor as our retreat, and then the
banian-like foliage of the great walnuts afforded
us most grateful shelter. Now and then he
would climb the Giant's Mountain, which com-
maunds onc of the most incomparable panora-
mas cver beheld 5 and when he caught sight
of the tapering minarets of the white marble
mosques, on the balconies of which stood the
muczzins, ready to chant the Fean, “call to
praver,” then, in an ecstasy of delight, he would
clap his tiny hands, and exclaim, “ Oh, madam,
look! the mesjed ! — the mosque!™  Calling
attention to the steamers on the river, he would
begin to imitate the captains, and shout out,
“ Afeali! Adali! Di! Imote!™ ¢ Bravo,
boy ! Courage! Goon!”

At other times he would look up at the
cloudless sky, and then inquire of me if I did
not think that the heavenly Paradise Mahomet
had promised to the faithful must not indeed
be Dk quiyis! pek quiyis! Mashallah!

VOL. 1L Q



126 HAREM LIFF.

Allak karim!”  “ Very pretty ! very pretty !
How wonderful is the wisdom of God! God
is merciful '™ But then added Ilis Highness,
“No kopek (dog) of a Jew can enter theres”
tor be had an abomination of the Hebrew race.

One day the Grand Pacha took it into
his head to have the whole of his little female
slaves dressed in male attire, and, sending for
the Sultan’s court terzi-ile, **tailor,” he ordered
him to take their measures for two suits,  Adter
that was done, he had his own taken for half-
a-dozen private suits, and for all the uniforms
of various regiments in the Sultan’s serviee,
the patterns of which were placed betore him.
Then his male attendants underwent the same
ordeal.

The Valide Princess’s Grand Eunuch being
in the apartment at the time, but not under-
standing French, could not speak to the terzi-ile,
so he requested me to have the kindness to be-
come the interpreter, and to explain that he
requircd him to make him several suits of
clothes, also a mantle, which he wanted to wear
on the approaching state occasion of his baving
to attend the Valide Princess on her visit to the
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Sultan. 1 accordingly made the tailor under-
stand that the Grand Eunuch had scen the
portrait of the late Prince Consort, dressed in
his Ficld-Marshal’s uniform, and wearing the
blue mantle of the Knights of the Garter, and
that he desired to have one of a similar shape,
only of crimson instead of blue velvet; and, it
should be added, the terzi-ide executed the order
with great ability.

After Iis Highness had amused himself' by
looking attentively at the minuteness with
which the “schueider™ used his tape-measure,
he turned round to me, and entreated me also
to be measured for a suit; then coming up close
to my side, and looking into my face with a
most winning smile, he added, “ Do, madam :
vou will look so qusdd! pek quzel! (¢pretty!
very pretty!") in a richly-embroidered male
attire,”  But I declined the honour he intended
me, with many thanks.

One morning 1 was surprised, on entering Ilis
Highness's room, to find that the ceremony of
breaking bread over Ilis Highness's head was
being perforn;ed.  In a basket were placed
about a hundred small loaves (similar in size to

Q2
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the five-centesimi loaves sold in Italy) of Furo-
pean bread, nine of which were broken by
Shaytan—that very impersonffication of the
Angel of Darkness—over the Grand Pacha's
head : the head-nurse counting their number
in Arabic as they were broken up.  Only seven
were broken over the head of Her IHighness
the little Princess.  This ceremony was per-
tormed with European bread, because no Arab
bread was ever provided in the Sultan’s palace
but I was unable to learn the origin of that
superstitious rite.

One day His Highness the Prince perceived
a very pretty small gold ring which I wore on
my little finger. Tt was twisted in the shape of
a serpent, having two rubies placed in the head
for the eyes, and the scales were exquisitely
enamelled.  Ilis Highness took a faney to it,
upon which I took it off my finger, made him
bokshalik, “a present” of it, and placed it on

the second finger of his right hand, with which
he salaams,

Her Highness the first wife having admired
it, owing to its being in the form of a serpent
(as such is valued by the Arabs as a token of
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immortality, because snakes shed their skin
annually), offered to give me a superb diamond
ring, valued at 500L, off her own finger, if the
little Prince would let IHer Highness have it;
but that he most positively refused to do, at
which his mother, the Princess Epouse, smiled.
The head-nurse, Shaytan, having scen me place
it upon the Grand Pacha’s finger, and hearing
that Ier Highness the Lady Paramount had
coveted it, as soon as she took him into his
bedroom, under pretence of changing his panta-
foons, began to wreneh the ring oft' his finger, as
it fitted tight, and Ilis Highness was reluctant
to part with it. In the struggle to accomplish
her vile objeet of stealing the ring, she torc
away a piece of his flesh, as she lacked the sense
to moisten his hand with water, in order to slip
it off casily, and he shricked out most lustily,
which brought mysclf, the ladies of the Harem,
Grand Eunueh, and slaves, into his apartment.
As soon as I looked at his finger, I perceived
that the ring was missing, when I immediately
desired her to produce it. The Princess Epouse,
who had by this time entered the room, glanced
most angrily at the head-nurse, who then handed
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me the ring, which the Princess took into her
own keeping, and ever after it remained in her
jewel-case, and was only worn by the Graud
Pacha on grand occasions, but is highly prized
on account of its shape, for anything in the
form of a crocodile is considered by the Egyp-
tians as a very lucky omen.  Henee so many of
the doors at Cairo have figures of that animal
sculptured over them.
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CIIAPTER X.

LosG before break of day, on the morning
atter the loss of the Almas, the whole of the
immates of the Harem at Bebek were up and
stirring, as their Highnesses the Valide Princess
and the Princess Epouse were going to pay
their state visit to the Valide Sultana (the
Sultan's mother), at the Sultan’s Palace, as the
Imperial Harem, at which the Valide Sultana
was then staving, is situated within the palace.
It is entered by two most exquisitely-gilded
bronze gates, the portals of which are strietly
guarded by several cunuchs, who will not
even allow the Kislar Aqgaci to enter therein
without the express orders of His Sublime
Majesty.

It is almost impossible to describe the hurry
and confusion that reigned in the whole esta-
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[ ]
blishment. At five o'clock upwards of fitty
caiques, of various descriptions, were ranged
about the palace landing-place, and two regi-
ments of soldiers, in full-dress uniforms, mounted
guard.  Then commenced the loading of the
heavy caiques with those costly treasures of
which T have previousty given a deseription,
as having been shipped on board the frigate at
Alexandria,

Her Highness the Valide Princess wore on
this grand occasion a most magnificently rich
white satin robe, elaborately embroidered with
gold thread, pearls, diamonds, and various
coloured silks.  Tler long train was trimmed
with flounces  of very deep point lace and
flowers, and the bodice was ornamented with
a rich lace bertha and gold ribbons. The
stomacher was composed of large diamonds,
sapphires, aud rubies, which matched the rich
embroidery of the dress most admirably.

Her head was covered with a beautiful pink
gauze handkerchief, around which was placed
a splendid tiara of costly diamonds, composed
of crescents, stars, and palm-leaves, forming the
Sultan’s crest. Her arms were ornamented
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with heautiful sapphire and spotless opal brace-
lets. Her feet were encased in white silk stock-
ings, white satin shoes, embroidered with coloured
silks, pearls, gold and silver thread, with high
gold heels, over which she wore a pair of yellow
moroeco boots,  IHer waist was encircled with a
helt of sapphires.  On her fingers she wore
several diamond rings, many of the stones of
which were almost as large as the celebrated
Koh-i-noor diamond, sinee it has been eut. Her
cloak was of rich sky-blue satin, hned with white
satin, and over her face she wore a superb
Brussels veil; one end of which was placed over
the head, and the other erossed over the mouth
and nose, then passed round the back of the
neck and tucked down under the cloak.

She carried in her hand a very handsome
blue silk parasol, lined with white satin trimmed
with rich bullion fringe, and having a gold
handle, encrusted with agates, amethysts, corals,
diamonds, emeralds, hyacinths, jaspers, opals,
pearls, rubics, topazes, and turquoises.

Ier Grand Eunuch carried over her kead a
rich sky-blue silk umbrella, with a mother-of-
pearl handle, quite as large as those used for
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carriages in Europe, Her eyelids were blackened
with kohl, and on her forehead was the sectarian
kohl spot.

Her Highness the Princess Epouse wore a
most superb thick white moiré-antique silk robe,
with a long train, trimmed with handsome point
Alencon lace, having rich ruches of tulle and
pink artificial daisies all vound it.  The body
and sleeves were also trimmed with silver ribbon
and daisies. The bertha was composed of rich
lace, ribbons, and daisics. IHer slender waist was
encircled with a ceinture composed of sapphires
and diamonds.

On her arms she wore diamond bracelets,
Around her neck was clasped a superh diamond
necklace.  lHer head was adorned with a tiara
of diamonds, arranged in the shape of Indian
wheat, the weight of which was very great.
An immense branch, forming a geranium flower
in full blossom, composed of opals, diamonds,
cmeralds, rubies, amethysts, formed the sto-
macher of her dress. A pink satin Turkish
cloak, with slecves and cape, was placed on her
shoulders. Her face was covered with a rich
Brussels lace veil, one end of which was placed
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over the head, and the other end crossed over
the mouth and nose, passed round the back of
the neck, and tucked down behind the cloak.
Her fect were encased in white silk stockings,
white satin shoes, richly embroidered with
colonred silks, pearls, and gold and silver
thread, with high gold hccls, over which she
wore a pair of yellow morocco papooshes,
“slippers.”

In her hand she held a rich pink silk parasol,
lined with white satin, trimmed with a deep
silver fringe, with a gold handle, inlaid with a
great variety of precious stones.  On her fingers
were a large yellow diamond and a beautitul
sapphire ring.  Ier Grand Eunuch held over
her head a handsome large pink silk umbrella.

I assisted at Her Iighness's toilette, and when
she was dressed, she turned round and asked me
if her costume was @ le Franca, and like those
worn by any of our European Princesses. It is
almost impgssible for me to give a correct pen-
and-ink drawing of the splendour of the costumes
of these Princesses, who looked the impersoni-
fication of

“ Blooming May and bright September,”
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for the appearance of 11, 1L, the Princess Epouse

was that of

“ .\ beauty for ever unchangzingly bricht,
Like the Iong sunny lapse of summer day s lizht,
Shining on, shining on, by no shadow made tetder,
Till love falls asleep in tts sameness ot splendour ;™

while that ot Her Ilighness the Valid¢ Princess,
the idol of Ibrahim Pacha’s devotion, was

“ Like the lyght upon autumn's sott shadowy days,
Now here, and now there, giving warmth as it thes
From the hip to the cheek, from the cheek to the exes;
Now melting in mist and now breaking i clouns,
Like the glimpses a sat hath of Heaven 1 his dreams.”

These two beauteous courtly dames were “the
Stars of Egypt.”

When their Ilighnesses entered the Grand
Reception-room, prior to taking their departure,
they were joined by the ladies of both the
Sultan’s and Vieeregal Harems, to whom

“they turned, and as they gpoke,
A sudden splendour all around them broke,”

for the whole of them were dressed in most
magnificent variegated coloured brocaded silks
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of the costliest kind, wearing large Turk’sh
cloaks, feridges, of the saine materials.

Their heads were covered with small coloured
gauze handkerchiefs; their faces veiled with
superb Brussels net veils 5 their forcheads were
ornamented with tiaras of diamonds, emeralds,
rubics, sapphires, turquoises, pearls, and other
precious stones 3 their arms; fingers, and cars
were ornamented with diamond bracelets, rings,
carrings, and their waists and necks were en-
cireled with ceintures of precious stones and
diamond necklaces.  Gold watches hung at
their waistbands, suspended from massive gold
chains. Mauny of them worc two chains attached
to them, all of which marked the Turkish time.
Their fingers were tinged with the scarlet Aenna,
their ¢yelids dyed with 4ohl, and the sectarian
kohl spot was on their forcheads. Their feet
were encased in white silk stockings, and em-
broidered white satin slippers, over which they
wore a pair of yellow morocco papooshes.

Each carried in her hands a coloured silk
parasol to match her dress, with gold ferrules
and mother-of pearl handles, inlaid with precious
stones. There, as they stood, they looked like
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a galaxy of beauteous sprites, the denizens of a
fairy land, and the attendants of two fairy queens.

At ten o'clock their Highnesses™ caiques, with
the Turkish standards floating at the prow and
stern, were hauled along the side of the landing-
place, the whole length of which, from the
threshold of the grand ‘entrance, was covered
with rich Brussels carpet. The Caidjis who
rowed the Princesses were dressed in richly-
embroidered sky-blue silk velvet jackets, trimmed
with silver buttons, and white silk trousers. They
wore on their fingers beautiful diamond rings,
their baksheesh from their Highnesses, and sat
on cushions of blue satin, fringed with gold, and
ornamented with gold tasscls.

At the grand entrance two regiments of
infantry were drawn up in full-dress uniforms,
and as their Iighnesses descended the stair-
case and passed out on to the landing-place,
(which was covered over with an awning,)
attended by their clegantly-attired suites, the
band struck up the Sultan’s March, the soldiers
presented arms, and shouted “Long live the
Princess Valide Kanum Effendi;* the Princess
Epouse!”
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Ier Highness the Valide Princess entered
her caique first, then Her Highness the second
wife followed. They were both attended by
their Ilead Eunuchs, wh& were dressed in
Europcean costume, each wearing over his
shoulders a large crimson velvet cloak em-
broidered with gold, ‘lined with white satin,
trimmed with ermine, and fastened round the
throat with bullion tassels and cord, the tassels
hanging over the right shoulder, similar in
shape and form to that ‘'worn by the Knights
of the Grarter, wearing their  diamond-hilted
swords sheathed in gold scabbards, hanging from
gold belts fastened with diamond clasps.  Lach
had a pair of gold epaulets upon his shoulders.
They took with them no less than ten different
suits of habiliments, cach suit having gold cords
and tags to correspond, in order that they might
appear in a new uniform daily during the Vice-
regal visit to the Sultan’s Harem. They were
also accompanicd by their attendants.  They
knelt in the stern, each holding the large
umbrellas over their Highnesses’ heads.  Then
followed the ladies of the Harem, four of whom
occupiced a caique.
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Then followed a caique with four ofticers, two
Turks and two Arabs, holding drawn swords in
their hands. The rear guard of this river pro-
cession  was bmn@t up by numerous  other
caiques, containing the guard of infantry and
the attendant slaves. The DPrineesses and at-
tendants also took with’ them upwards of ten
different kinds of new dresses, all of which were
worn during their visit,

Then they proceeded to the Sultan’s palace.
the new one, or Palace of the Bosphorus, as it
is called par ceeellence. It s an immense pile
of buildings, the marble steps by which it is en-
tered bathing in the sapphire and rapid-flowing
river. It is of plateresco style of architecture,
and resembles a huge model of the finest work-
manship of a Lisbon goldsmith. Tts windows,
balconies, pilasters, festooned frames, sculpture
and arabesque-work, remind one of the beautiful
Palazzo Doria of Venice, except that e former
is a large stately structure, and the latter but a
diminutive model.  The hybrid composite front
is rich and elegant in appearance, and to sum up
all, it is, as that gifted author Gautier has stated,
“a palace which might be the work of an orna-
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mentigt who was not an architect, and who spared
neither the hand, nor labour, nor time, nor vet
expense.”

The wings of this enormous building are
neither so lofty, nor in unison with the centre-
picce. A noble terrace runs along the whole
extent, *“bordered on the side toward the river
with a line of columus, linked to cach other by
an clegant rich wrought-iron balustrade railing,
in which the iron curves and twines in a thou-
sand arabesques and flowers, like the figures
which a bold penman traces with free hand upon
the paper.”

Landing on this terrace their Highnesses were
received with all the honours due to their exalted
rank. The steps were covered with Brussels
carpet, a guard of honour consisting of eunuchs
lined the approach, and their band struck up the
Sultan’s March as they landed and proceeded
across a spacious marble hall, the floor of which
was covered with matting and strips of carpet.
The ceiling was beautifully painted in fresco, as
also the walls.

Proceeding’ up the grand staircase they were
ushered by the Aislar dgaci into the Grand

VOL. IL. R
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Reception Saloon of the Sultana Valide, which
is a lofty reom looking upon the Bosphorus.
The ceiling is in clegant and fresh colourad
fresco, and is, as Gautier has most naively and
accurately deseribed it. a perfeet marvel of
elegance and ingeauity s for now they are skies
of turquoise, streaked with light clouds, that
torm depths of inconceivable profundity in their
intervals 5 then immense veils of laee of wmar-
vellous design: next, a vast shell of pearl irva-
diated with all the hues of the prism, or
imaginary flowers hanging their leaves and ten-
drils through trellises of ol The foor was
covered with handsome  Brussels carpet,  the
walls hung  with  immense  wmivrors. which
reached from  the celling down to the toor
The whole of the furniture, which ix ormolu
and gold, is of French manufacture ; the covers
of the chairs and sofas are of white satin, cuu-
broidered  with gold crescents and bees, The
hangings of the doors and enrtains eorrespond,
and are lined with rose-pink silk.  The tables
are similarly ornanrented to those in the palace
at Babec (Bebek). '

Her Ilighness the Valide Sultana, who was
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richly but plainly dressed in a pink satin robe
clegantly trimmed, and wearing a profusion of
diamonds and other precious ornaments, re-
ceived the homage (for here the Vieeroys of
Egypt have only the rauk of Viziers, and their
mothers and wives are placed on a footing of
cquality with those of the other Viziers) of the
“Stars of Egvpt,” and pointcd to them to be
scated on the divan on cach side of her.  She
i« rather bandsome, abont the same age as the
Valide Princess of Luvpt, cqually as shrewd
in character, and bearing a family rescmblance
to her. Then the usual  refreshiments were
handed round, and pipes simoked.  After the
Princesses had remained here some time sipping
coffee, eating bonbons, * Turkish sweetmeats,”
and puffing away at their pipes, the Sultana
Validi: rose up, and followcd by her Vieeregal
nests and staff of attendants, passed into another
reception-chamber, which Gautier has  most
accurately described as being “‘a casket, the
jewels of which are spread about in picturesque
disorder 3 necklaces, whose pearls have broken
from their chain, and rolled forth like drops of
hail, while a perfect flood of diamonds, sapphires,
R 2
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‘@ vubies forms the besis of the decoration,

Censers of gold painted upon the cornices, send
forth the blue or clouded smoke of their per-
fumes, and cover one ceiling with the tan ing
tints of their transparent vapour.”

There they were recejved by the Sultana of
the vear, who was donbled up on the divan like
a clasped Knifes by her sule lay the bory
seeptre, the emblem of her rank. She pointed
to her guests to be seated 1 the Valide Sultana
occupied the seat of honour, awd the ** Stars of
Fazypt ™ sat on the other <ide.

I this apartment were assembled the Ladies
of the Harem, who are divided into tive classes.
Those of the highest rank, who are called
Kaidvns, chietly natives of Salonica and Circassia,
are the Sultan’s mistresses: elose by stood the
Odalispues, about seventy in number, all of
whom attend upon the Sultan, and form, as it
were, his personal staff. The favourite of the
period is termed the Jhhal, who, if she become
¢enceinte, is raised to the rank of 3 Kaden, and
behind them were a whole host of Oustas,
“upper domestic slaves,” who form the Valide
Sultana and the Iarem’s houschold staff. A
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little in advance of them stood the Dadas,
“nurses,” with the children, and bringing up
the rear were the Ghez-Methian, “the lower
caste slaves,” who perform all the drudgery in
the houschold.

Jhe census of the Tmperial Harem must be
about three hundred souls, the majority of whom
are of Circassian, Greck, Caucasian, BEgyptian,
and Ethiopian origin. - Most of them are totally
usacquainted with their parentage, or even the
land of their nativity.  They are all subser-
vient to the Aadens, who in their turn pay
implicit ohadience to the commands, whims, and
caprices of the Sultana of the vear, *“the lady
with the ivory sceptre,” whose exalted position
is by no means an enviable one, as the other
Odalisques adopt all hinds of intrigues, plots,
and often have recourse even to poison to sup-
plant hers but the moment that she becomes
encetnte, all their vile machinations cease, and
they bow their knees before her with submission
and respect.

The usual refreshments, pipes, and cigarettes
were served round to their Tighnesses. T then
accompanied one of the Ladies of the Ilarem
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into one of the large coreiloes, and entered her
apartinent, the door of which, like those ot all
the others, led 1ato it ik the eells of nuns in a
convent, and at the end of cach corrid v were
the eunnehs’ quarters.

Then we passed into another reception-roog,
where Phingart bursts thivough the opening of
the cloud, and displays the silver bow, so dear
to the Moslem s Avrora tinges with blushes a
morning sky i or farther on, a picee of em-
brovdery, wlowing with lizhe, shows its golden
texture, confined by a clasp ot carbuncles.
Arabesques with countless interlacements, sculp-
tured caskets, masses of jewels, wildernesses
of flowers, vary these subjects in innunerable
ways, totally bevond the reach of deseription,
In <hort, it is impossible that my fecble pen.
and-ink drawings can give the imagisation of
the reader a correet idea of the zorgeous and
fairy-like magnificence displayed here.

Amidst the luxury of this regal splendour,
and the enjoyment of profuse hospitality, their
Highnessex the Princesses and  the numerous
suites whiled away a fortnight.  The time was
passed in paying visits, making excursions on
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the Bosphorus in eaiques, promenadiie about
the eardens, and shopping 5 for the read v must
know that the ladies in Turkey go abont trecly,
and are ot cazs d up in Harems as they are in
Favpr.

Al Ladies of the Harem soon fraternized
togrcther, and aceampatiied their Highnesses the
Prinecsses in their perambulations,

I and the Prince soon took our leave, aud
returned 1o the Palace at Bebek, and on my
avrival I was informed that T must get ready to
accotnpany  the Grand Pacha and his suite
to pay their state visit to the Sultan.  Next
morntng 1 was rather surprised at the Grand
Funueh entering my room very early,  He
apolozized to mey and hoped that T woald not
feel otfended, but I was not to accompany their
Thehnesses 1o the Sultan’s, as he would take
charge of them, and T was to go alone to pay my
respeets.

Very carly the nexst morning, the Grand
Eunuch came into the reception-room for their
Highnesses.  He was in one of his best humours,
and amused me very much by the droll manner
in which he attempted to salute the Prince
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according to our European mode.  He advaneed
close to him, then bowed most respecttully, at
the same time exclaiming, * Gud mourning, gud
mourning, your Iligh —ness, vour High - ness ™
——drawing back until he reached the door,

Another eunuch, the second in rank, and who
would become the Grand Funueh should that
ofticial die or retire, had picked up a few words
of English, and he also saluted the Prinee in
the same manner, at which he was quite
pleased s but he had that morning been cuilty
of a breach of etiquette, tor which | repros ed
him.  The fact was, that in the hurry of the
moment he had forgotten to leave his overshoes
at the door, so [ =ent him back, knowing full
well that no European should ever allow a
native to show less respect to him than he is
obhged to show to persons of rank in his own
country, or he wonld abuse his calling, and treat
him contemptuously, if not with positive dis-
respect. It was, however, quite an oversight on
the part of this eunuch, whose name was South-
cote for he always behaved most kindly to
nie. )

In a few moments Shavtan entered the room
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with the Grand Pacha, who was dressed in the
splendid uniforns of a Grand Pacha of the
highest rank. e wore a dress black coat,
the frout of which was completely  covered
with one mass of gold embroidery, trimmed
with wold buttons.  The corners of the tails
were  richly  embroidered, having  two  gold
buttons fastened behind at the waist. It was
buttoned up close to the neck, the collar also
beine embroidered with gold.  Iis tronsers were
“of black cloth, decorated with strips of gold lace
down each sidey his feet were encased in silk
stockings and patent-leather boots, with  high
heels and gold spurs: on his shoulders were
placed two gold epanlets, his small diamond-
hilted sword was sheathed in a gold scabbard
encrusted with diamonds, and girded round his
waist by a gold belt, fastened with a diamond
clasp in the shape of a erescent,

A small diamond star hung on his breast,
attached to a blue ribbon, which was placed
across his left shoulder.  His head was covered
with a fez, and on his forehead was placed the
sectarian black spot, which was not made of
kold, as it ought properly to have been done,
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for the head-nurse, not having any of that pig-
meut by her, was oblized——oh T “say it not in
Gath, tell it not in Asealon!™ - to make 1t with
the Adaek Dk taken cut of the Dog of a Christian's
inkstand, nusereant, ** e though she was,
“h overeoit was ot M.‘It‘k \"'l\'ut, H:u:(l with
crunson stlk.

He was accompanied by the vounr Prineess,
his sister, who wore a white satin dress, with a
tong train richly cibrobiered with wold leaves
round her waist was a goid belr, fastened with a
diaond clasp in the torm ot a ereseents her
tiny feet were eneased i white satin embror-
derai shoes with wold heels. like those of ther
Highnesses the Princesses, over which she wore
s puapentes” of vellow moroeen. Her head
was covered with a small <ky-blue velvet gz,
encircled with a band composed of small pearls,
diamonds, and gold thread, the tassels being
made of shuilar stones, Their eloaks were of
light mauve-coloured silk, lined with pale green
satin, In her hand she carried a parasol of the
same matcrial with a pearl handle, studded with
pearls and diamonds. Her beautiful jet black
hair hung down her back in long curls.
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She was accompanied by her own young
slaves, and the Prinee’s attendants, all of whomn
were dressed i male attive, made  expressly
for the oceasion by the Sultan’s terzi-ile. The
temale slaves were attired in most eostly silks
of various colours.  Then they descended into
the  grand  entrance-hall, and 1 accompaniced
them down 1o the terrace, where T saw them
sati Iy seated in ther caiques.

Upon their Hichness's arrival at the Saltan's
palice they alighted at the terrace, were re-
ecived with dae honours, and then usherad by
the Grand FEunueh into the Sultan’s apartments.
These are all superh rooms, and furnished in
the most costly modern manner, in imitation
of those at Versailles, only considerably Orien-
talized.  The whole of the cetlings are painted
in fresco, and from then hung suspended magni-
ficent gilt ehandeliers: the floors are covered
with rich carpets, the walls decorated  with
beautitul mirrors, the tables in the rooms are
all inlaid with mosaics, and similarly arranged
to those in the DPalace of Bebek, but with
richer ornaments.  The doors and framework
of the windows, the hangings of which are of



252 HAREM LIFE.

rich silk to correspond with the furniture, and
fine white lace curtains, are of the finest cedar,
violet, cbony, and mahogany woods, beautifully
carved, and the shutters are handsomely gilded.
But the view is the most beautiful that has ever
gladdencd the sight of man, the picturesqueness
of the panorama is unsurpassed in the whole
universe.

Looking out of those immense windows we
behold the Asiatic coast looming from amidst
a mass of superb dark cypresses; then Scutari
comes forth with all its pretty objegts; the
rapid azure waters of the dreaded Bosphorus
flowing swiftly on, bearing on its sapphire-
looking bosom vessels of all denominations,
from a caique to a steamer, above which, poised
up in the balmy air, are scen flights of alba-
trosses, gulls, mews, &e. Then, as we streteh
forward, a fine view of both shores is obtained,
lined with pretty country-scats, kiosks of almost
all the hues of the rainbow. Over those ter-
races of fairy palatial structures the most
singular rays are cast, hoth by the sun in the
day and the lovely moon at night, which ¢ lend
enchantinent to the view.”
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As Abdul Aziz was closeted with some of
his ministers their Highnesses had to wait for
their audienee, and in the mean time the Grand
Eunuch  undertook  to  escort  them  through
several of the other apartments. At first he
led them duto the Red-glass Saloon, which is
without exception the most extraordinary apart-
ment in the whole pile, and which should be
seen as Gautier saw it : “ When the sun streams
through this dome of ruby, then all things
within blaze with strange light; the air scems
to be en fire, and you alinost imagine yourself
breathing flame: the columns shine like lamps,
the marble pavement reddens like a floor of
lava, a fiery glow devours the walls, and the
whole wears the aspect of the reception-hall
of a palace of salamanders, built of metals in
a state of fusion.”

The pictorial *“hell ™ ot a grand opera, or the
glare of a mass of Bengal lights, cau alone
convey an idea of this strange and startling
effect ; and in order that the wvisitor should
behold everything in keeping it only wants
the owner of this most singular-looking apart-
ment, the Sultan, to be scated there on the
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magniﬁccntpdivan, when, like Zamiel in Weber's
opera of * Der Freyschutz” (and which is the
custom in Turkev,) the scarlet-clad dalisque
with her Haring red turban ghdes alone, and hits
up the Haming coloured hangings of the door
way, standing like a phantom betore him. Her
visit warns * the licht of the world " that the
lucabrious ery of Stewheul b vae ! Cons
stautinople is on tire,” resounds fnam street to
steect, and that he mus do bis duty awd pro-
cead to assist at extinguishing the hames, Then,
deed, it might well be designated - the palae.
of the prinee of salamanders.”

Thetr little Highnesses were not 1 the least
frightened at the singular appearance of  this
chamber s on the contrary, they appoared de-
highted at it. Then that good-namred  fine-
tionary took them into what has been con-
sidered by some writers, who went over this
noble pile of buildings when in course of con-
struction, as the bjou of the place (such how-
ever is not ny opinion, now that the whole
of the rooms are occupied), the bath-room.
Théophile Gautier has deseribed this so acen-
rately that I shall quote his account of it. It
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is"in Moresque style, built of veined Egyptian
alabaster, and seems as if carved out of a single
precious stone, with its colonnades, its pillars,
with  graccful overhanging  capitals; and its
arch, starred with eyes of erystal which sparkle
like diamonds. Tt 1 in those transparent flags,
shining Dike agates, " thet “the sovereign of
sovercigas o sirrenders up his frame to the, to
himy, debicious and skilful manipulations of the
t Ak, s rubbers” surroundad the while by a
cleud of perfumed vapour, and beneath a gantle
ratn of rose-water and benzoin !

Then the Grand Eunuch, leading their High-
nesses by the hand, retraced his st ps back to
the apartment into which he had first intro-
duced them,  There they found  the Sultan
Abdul Aziz scated o bo Turgue on a divan,
attended by a whale host ot Houris, who were
most assuredly no Peris of loveliness.

He was about the same age as the Vieeroy,
a noble-looking  personage, of middle  height,
picreing dark eyes, but most courteous and
amiable in his manners.  His costume was sim-
plicity itself: it consisted of a frock coat of
dark blue, almost black : white trousers ; patent
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leather boots; and a fez, in which the imperial
aigrette of heron’s feathers was fastened by a
large button, formed of diamonds of the  first
water. e received the homage ot their hittle
Hizhnesses with a sile, and pointed to the
Grand Eunuch to seat them by his side on
the divan.  Then coffee and sweetmeats were
served, but not pipes, as both their Highnesses
were as yet too young to indulge in the luxury
of the weed.  The Sultan, however, putled
away at his pipe.

At the end of an hour their Highnesses took
their leave, salaamed, and were condueted by
the Grand Eunuch into the Harem, where they
found the Valide Sultana, together with their
Viceregal grandmother and mother, squatting
on the divan, puffing away at their cigarettes,
while a whole host of Kadens, Odalisques,
Ladies of both the Vieeregal Harems, Oustas,
Dadas, and low caste slaves were ranged about
the apartment in the form of a crescent.  Then
they went and fraternized with the bevy of
little children, whose relationship to the late
or present Sultan I was unable to ascertain;
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they appeared to have formed on that day,at
least, a joyous group,

At cight o'clock at night their little High-
nesses returned  to the Palace of Bebek,  As
to myselty after I had witnessed the depirture of
their water pageantry, as it glided swiftly in
the basin of the Bosphorus, I roamed about the
beautiful heights, then rested myselt on the green
sward near the Greek café, gazed in raptures at
the picturesque and extensive views before me,
and, as evening drew near, returned to my soli-
tary chamber, pondering on my strange position,
and wondering how soon I should be released
from my gilded cage.

The seene T had witnessed put one in mind
of the Lord Mayor's procession on the Thames
on the ninth of November, only with this differ-
ence, that the lovely sky was azure bright, the
river of a sapphire colour, and the weather
warm and cheerful.

VOL. 1I. ]
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CHAPTER X1

Arter the lapse of ten davs, their Highnesses
the “Stars of Eavpt™ and suite returned to the
Palace at Bebek, with the same pageantry as
they had left it. The Grand Pacha was still
suffering from a severe cold, brought on, as
I have previously stated, by havine his hair
cut, and considerably increased by the dampness
of the rooms in which we were located, as the
Palace, being of stone, was always damp. In
short, the furniture had become quite coverad
with mildew, and the divans and sofas were
spotted all over with it.

The Hekim Bachi ordered the Prince to be
removed to the Old Vicercgal Palace, which
stood farther up the Bosphorus, aind orders were
given for our immediate departure.  Well,



THE GOVERNESS INDISPOSLD, 2549

thought I, so then the Old Palace is to be
our dwelling! and those words tell e enough
of uisery, as 1 fully expected to enter another
“mansion of discomforts” and not feeling in
zood health myself, T regretted our removal.

Before the necessary preparations for our

fight were completed, T fell sick, and finding
that the Hekim Bachi, whom the Princess bad
sent to attend upon me, did not treat me pro-
perly, T became  alarmed, and informed the
Princess Epouse that I must quit my post.
Her Highuess having told the Valide Princess
of my determination, the latter, contrary to all
precedent, seut for His Excelleney Khourshid
’acha, the Chamberlain, who entered  the
Harem, and proceceded to have a conversation
with the widow of Ibrahim Pacha. 1 add
conversation, because His Excelleney did not
see that Princess, for she held the door of the
room ajar, and keeping in the background gave
him her instructions, Her Highness being Lady
Paramount here.

His Excellency informed me that Her High-
ness wished me to have every attention shown
me, and asked me to remain j saying that when

. 8 2



260 HAREM LIFE.

we removed to theOld Palace 1 should soon
recover, as the place would not he so damp.

I vielded to Her Highness's remonstrances,
although I felt quite convinced that, lacking
the necessary *creature comforts” (for even in
Coustantinople T had begn obliged to live upon
bread, fruit, and a little pizeon or fowl, those
being the only catables that approachud  to
anything like European diet), her Kinduess and
sympathy would avail but little, and that the
change to the Old Palace would not benefit my
health, whatever it might do that of the Grand
Pacha. He would have remained in robust
health, had T been allowed to treat him as |
wanted to do: but no, the Hekim Bachi
thought that was a capital opportunity to reap
a golden harvest, and so he made the most of
that accommodating disease—a cold.

Many a time and oft would the Valide
Princess come into my chamber, sit upon my
couch, and do all she could to cheer me.  One
day she ordered her jewcl-keeper to fetch her
jewel caskets, and showed me ,all the costly
presents that the Sultan had sent her. They
were most beautiful; some of them superb
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tiaras of diamonds, consisting of large sprays
of the lotus-flower; maguificent stomachers,
made in the shape of jasmine, myrtle, and rose-
buds.,  Then she would place before me her
trays of rings, which comprised sapphires, dia-
monds, opals, emeralds, rubies, &c.

At length [ managed to leave my bed, and
then [ began to pack up my penates, for removal
to the Old Palace.

About six o'clock the next morning 1 was
awoke by the cunuchs, who had brought several
slaves to my room to remove the furniture, bed
and bedding, out of the chamber. I was in so
weak a state, that T requested them to let them
remain a few hours longer; but, as they ex-
plained to me that the Grand Pacha would
leave at cight o'clock, I dressed myself as
quickly as possible, and let the slaves enter,
who stripped the apartment of everything ex-
cept the divan, and left it in the same state as
I had entered it on my arrival from Alexandria.
Soon afterwards Zenana brought me my break-
fast ; but as spoons, knives, &c., were all packed
up, I dipped my bread in the coffee, and par-
took of it in that mauner,
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Looking out of my window, I beheld a com-
plete flect of sailing-boats at anchor off the
Palace landing-place, into which I watched the
slaves put the penates of the Princess Epouse,
the Grand Pacha, aud the Princess, his sister,
and the whole of my Prineess’s suite. The
Valide *Princess did not accompany us, but
remained behind at Bebek, until she returned to
Egypt, which did not take place for some time
after I had quitted Constantinople.

Scarcely had the boats been loaded, when the
wind began to rage with great fury, the clouds
lowered, the hitherto sapphire-looking Bosphorus
assumed the dark, indigo-coloured tinge of the
angry ccean; and yet, amidst the warring of
the cternal elements, the flashing of the forked
lightning, and the rolling of terrific thunder, the
hardy galiondjis weighed anchor.

The storm continued to rage for many hours
with unabated fury, so that the Viceregal party
had to remain at Bebek until six o'clock in the
evening before they could start for the Old
Palace.” I had just descended the landing-
stairs, and was on the point of “entering the
caique in which I had placed 1I. II. the Grand
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Pacha, when I had to stand back and allow
His Excelleney the Chamberlain (who had just
come out from kgypt), to take my place, as he
wished to accompany the Prince. I therefore
entercd another caique, and, after a smart row.
of twenty minutes, the whole party argived in
front of the Old Palace.

[t is a mdst singular-looking, tumble-down
structure, closely resembling in its exterior
appearance an old  English gable-ended farm-
homestead, minus the thatched roof; for it was
slated.  The caiques came to an anchor off a
dingy-looking wooden pier, about 14 feet long
by 10 feet wide, lined with Jofty iron palisades,
the spikes of which were richly gilded. It was
entered by the everlasting iron  prison-gates,
richly ornamented with gilded creseents, which
led to the grand entrance.

It must be confessed that a kind of shudder
thrilled through my veins as I gazed upon
that mean, common-looking, wooden barn of
a place. It looked like the den of a miser.
It was composed of two long storied tenements,
the interior of which was admirably in keeping
with the exterior, which was in a most dila-
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pidated condition. It evidently looked more
fit to be burnt down to the ground, which 1
afterwards most fervently wished it had been
before I had ever set my feet within its
.niserable walls,

Oppgsite to it lay at anchor a noble-looking
new screw Turkish frigate, her port-holes
bristling with heavy guns, the' salute from
which always shook the rickety old palace—
oh, what a misnomer! “barn™ would have been
the proper appellation—to its very foundation.

Landing on the pier, we entered an immense
door, or gateway (not unlike the Traitor's
Gate, in the Tower of Loudon, as it was
thickly studded with huge nails); then we
passed into a magnificent marble-paved hall,
lined on both sides with rooms. The apartment
on the right-hand was appropriated as the Grand
Eunuch’s reception-room, ever memorable, as
the reader will presently learn, as the hall in
which I was forced by one of the Vieeroy's
reputed partners to sign the resignation of my
appointment, in order to gain my liberty, not
from *‘a gilded cage,” but from this old barn.
~ The only furniture it contained was a divan
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and a large table. The floor, like that of all
the other rooms, was matted, and the windows
(which commanded a full view of the pier, and
its prison-looking gates) were, together with the
doors, hung with dark-brown curtains,

Ou the left hand were the rooms appropriated
to the use of Iis Exeellency the Chamberlain,
his secretaries, the officers, and male attendants
on their Highnesses the Princesses and  the
Grand Pacha.

Turning round an angle in the lall, we
approached a douvrway, just like the entrance
to a ccllar, but so low that the men were
obliged to stoop to pass through it.  Then,
descending two steps, we passed into a long
underground apartment, in which were located
the male attendants, who were obliged to re-
main almost ‘bent double, on account of the:
lowness of the ceiling. It was so dark, that a
lighted lamp hung suspended from the roof both
day and night.

This subterraneous vault remifded me most
forcibly of the underground cavern into which
the banditti led Gil Blas. It had evidently been
used in olden times as a dungeon; for chains
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and rings were still, hanging to the walls. Tt
looked like the carceri of the palace of an
Italian nobleman, in the days of the Medici.
The very sight of it was enough to give the
spectator the horrors.

Facing the grand cntrance was a noble tlight
of marble stairs, covered with new matting, and
the walls had been freshly whitewashed. Ascend-
ing the stairs, we approached a large door, at
which we were obliged to kunoek for admittance,
On its being 0ponod: it led us into the grand
entrance of the noble marble hall of the Harem,
along which ran a corridor, the entire length of
which faced the Bosphorus.

It was lighted by five spacious windows, all
of which commanded views of the sapphire-
looking river, and the lovcly heights on the

*opposite side, dotted about with trees, from
out of which pecred forth the white tapering
minarets of many a beautiful mosque and the
variegated roofs of pretty eountry-houses. In
the centre stood a large marble fountain ;
at each end rooms branched off both right
and left. o

On the right-hand of the entrance were the
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Grand Pacha’s suite of rooms, and those of his
little sister.  They were all most wretchedly
furnished (the noble reception-room was the
only apartment carpeted) ; the walls and ceil-
ings were whitewashed ; the hangings of both
the doors and windows were of blue and white
cotton chintz, as also was the divan, which was
placed under the windows that looked into a
very tiny garden.  Such parsimony and mean-
ness in the furnishing of this palace was totally
incompatible with the dignity of Ismael Pacha,
as Vieeroy of Egypt: but I am fain to believe
that he thought that the Grand Pacha’s visit
to Constantinople was an excellent opportunity
for him to learn an apt lesson in practical po-
litical cconomy.

Ou the left-hand were the attendants’ apart-
ments, all destitute of furniture except divans.
On the right-hand was the Princess Epouse’s
sitting-room, which was covered with matting.
In it stood a divan covered with old worn-out
faded crimson damask. A door led into the
bedchamber, which was furnished with a plain
iron bedstead, with crimson mosquito-curtains,
a large mirror, and a divan covered with dark-
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brown chintz. The hangings of the doors and
windows were of tl.w same material, with the
addition of white mushn curtains ; no other tur-
niture of any kind,

It is almost impossible to imagine the bare
and miserable appearance of this barn, or the
parsimony displayed in the arrangements in
this ¢ Mansion of Wretcheduess,”  The accom-
modation that had been afforded to us in the
palace at Bebek, where merely necessary com-
forts for the Fgyptian Princesses, and plenty
of discomforts for the miscreant of a Christian,
had been provided, was superfluous compared
with the fitting-up and m/nage arrangements
of this Turkish workhouse for the Egyptians.
And this, reader, was the Elysium, the Abode
of Bliss, which was to restore health to my
shattered constitution, and prove a sanatorium
to His Highness the Grand Pacha.

At the extremity of the hall was a large
apartment, used as Her Ilighness's wardrobe-
room, in which the Kaftandji Ousta, * Mis-
tress of the Wardrobe,” slept.  Across it hung
several lincs on which were placed the Prin-
cess’s jackets, dresses, &c. It was matted, and
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contained a divan covered with faded damask.
Opening a door on the right, we entered another
larze room similarly fitted up.  Passing through
it I reached my own miserable chamber; it
was, like all the others, the worst in the whole
building, except the subterraneous cavern. It
was of very small” dimensions, not a quarter
of the size of that T had occapied at Bebek,
about 12 feet long bv 12 feet wide, having
four windows all destitute of hangings, but
with cotton blinds. The floor was matted,
the walls whitewashed, and it contained an
old worn-out divan, covered with washed-out
chintz,

The furniture which had been supplied me at
Bebek stood outside the door, and when it was
placed therein I found it very difficult to move
about, especially when I was attired in a walk-
ing-dress with a moderate-sized crinoline on.
Two of the windows faced the door, and looked
into a square piece of a wilderness of a garden,
which divided the two tenements forming the
palace. Among the weeds were grazing two
very old lanky-looking sheep, perfect skeletons,
who now and then found shelter beneath the
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shade of the sycampre and cherry-trees which
stood therein,

Privacy was out of the question in that
chamber; for one of the two windows looked
into the corridor, and the other into another
room.  When I fiest put my feet in it, I enter-
tained some slight misgiving that I should not
find the comtfort and repose the Princess Epouse
bhad promised me, as T soon found that every-
body had to pass by both my door and windows,
so that the constant flitting to and tro of human
forms past the double frames of the windows,
(the old ones being broken were left, and the
new ones placed over them,; together with the
trampling of the heavy feet of the atten:lants,
increased instead of lessening the nervous fever
under which T was then labouring, and \sluch
made me much worse. _

Passing along a short passage, I entered the
room into which one of my windows looked,
which was similarly furnished to the others, but
having in the centre a marble fountain, with
water laid on to it. Then turning to the right
I proceeded along an extensive corridor, having
numerous rooms leading off from it on the left-
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haund, in several of which I obscrved piled up
quantities of beds, coverlets, iron bedsteads, &e.,
and at the extremity of this was anothet cham-
ber, the door of which led into a short corridor.
Passing along this T entered a noble-looking
reception-room in tlie second tencment, as it
were, of the palace. It was simila;-ly furnished
to the others, only having two or three console-
tables, and branch candelabras standing on them,
Other rooms branched off both right and left.
In the centre stood the grand staircase, which
was well lighted by a handsome staincd-glass
cupola; and in the corridor, round which stood
several marble fountains, the windows were
decorated with dark-brown hangings.
Descending this marble stairease, which was
matted, we entered a large hall.  On the right
we passed into the most singular apartment in
the whole palace;” the atmosphere of which,
on entering it, struck so icy cold, that I
turned round to the little Princess’s (ireck
attendant who had accompanied me, and asked
him what made it feel so cold. He then, as he
had visited this palace before, warned me that
some " of the marble slabs with which it was
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paved were removable at pleasure, like the
flooring at Sadler's Wells Theatre. This proved
correct.” One day, when T was in that room
with some of the cunuchs, I asked them
to show me how the water was let in, when
Southcote pressed the springs, slid the bolts
back, and then ane of the largest marble slabs
sank down, as it were, into the river. This,
however, was not the case, as it rested upon a
marble flooring, so that all persons standing on
the sunken slab found themselves suddenly let
down into an immense room of marble, ke a
swimming-bath, filled with the water of the
Bosphorus, which flowed into it through the
five upright iron gratings outside, which are
fastened by bolts, and if those bolts were drawn
back, the individuals bathing, if they were
not expert swimmers, would be carried away
into the dreaded Bosphorus, and inevitably
drowned.

I stared vacantly at that abyss, wondering
how many a beautiful slave, the victim of
jealousy or treachery, had in that manner
found a watery grave. I was then suffering
from nervous fever, and ny imagination became
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troubled and diseased. 1 remembered the sad
fate of poor Amy Robsart fn Sir Walter Scott’s
beautiful novel of ¢ Kenilworth’—how she had
crossed the treacherous planks and had been
suddenly launched into eternity. My blood
curdled in my veins, my debilitated frame
shook like an aspew-leaf, and it was scveral
moments hefore I coulld recover strength of
mind to know that it was a realitv—that the
vawning water-abyss lay at my feet. Bat
there it was, sure enough.

Recovering my self-possession, I remembered
the story a Russian nobleman had related to
me, of his having been*inveigled into a palace
on the Bosphorus, and after having passed
some hours with a Princess, had been let down
into the river by means of a similar trap,
but being a good sy‘im.mcr had escaped un-
hart.  Then I thoroughly understood that I
was an inmate of one of those old yet mys-
terious palaces whose rooms are built over the
Bosphorus, and down which river I had seen
sacks and baskcts floating almost daily. 1
hastily returned to my own chamber, and a
kind of presentiment came over me that I

VoL, 1L T
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must quit that palace as soon as 1 could gain
strength enough to tuable me to do so. I had
been advised by the Hekim Bachi to take
baths, but I declined, for T had seen quite
enough of the bathing cstablishments of the
Yieeregal Palace. 1T conversed with some of
the aged women of ther Harem, and when 1
told them of the marble slab, they shook
their heads, and uttered that significant word,
“ Maleseh, Moalann, Malesch, Madiene ;™ and
they told me horrible tales of that room, into
which none of them would ever venture. It
was suggested that the Grand Pacha and 1
should have our meals laid there, as it was
so cool, but I refused to allow the Prinee to
do so, and would never permit him to enter
that apartment unless I was with him, and we
were accompanied by the Grand Eunuch.

One day, prior to my taking to wmyv bed, I
took a walk, accompanied by the Grand Pacha,
We passed the subterraneous dungeon I have
previously described, and there T saw through
the dark iron-grated windows congregated
together the Grand Eunuch not,” reader, with
his band of forty thieves, but his corps of
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forty “spectres of men” lkike himself, to whom
he was reading the Koran as was his daily
custom.  Then we proceeded along a covered-in
stone  passage, and shortly afterwards we
entered the gate of a small flower-garden,
most beautitully arranged, in which stood a
square marble bath. At the further extremity
was another large square marble bath, and also
an immense shed  (boat-house), under which
were moored the caiques, up to which the river
fowed,

Adjoining was a large Aok and a lofty pair
of gates, which constituted the back entrance
to this palace, as the attendants, and slaves
embarked in the caiques from the flight of
stone steps that lead down from it into the
river.  Both sides of the walk down it were
pleasantly shaded with a great variety of beau-
tiful trees, and one side was lined with a
number of arbours, having small divans around
them, and soofrasin the centre.  They reminded
me of the tea-gardens in England, especially
those at the Spaniards Inn on Hampstead
Heath.

Traversing the grounds we ascended the

T2
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lofty hill, at the top of which stood a pair of
large lofty ‘gates, and these being open | passed
through and entered the stables, which con-
tained accommodation for fourteen horses,
There were also several loose boxes and two
immense carriage-houses,

At the side of the outer gates stood a large
well-built modern house, in which the coach-
men, grooms, and helpers lived. The stable-
vard led into the Stamboul Road, which was
down hill, but one of the most execrable
imaginable, much worse than that from Haver-
fordwest to St. David's, full of ruts, loose stones,
and clods of hard mud, up and down which
the carriages were constantly bumping, so
that the Viceregal family but seldom traversed
it. The rides and drives about the vicinity
were exceedingly picturesque, as all of them
commanded most lovely and extensive views of

the Bosphorus.
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CHAPTER XIIL

Tur: morning after my arrival at the Old Palace
I found myself so weak as to be obliged to lay
myself down upon my bed on attempting to un-
pack my trunks. In short, I was obliged to get
Zenana, the slave who waited upon me, to do it.
Previous to placing my body linen in the chest
of drawers, she laid it upon the divan, from
which I had only a few moments before risen
up, and when she went to remove it she found
the whole completely covered with a family of
the Browns, who rejoice in the patronymic
of bug. Not only were the pieces of linen the
slave held in her hand covered with them, but
the whole of the divan swarmed with them. It
put me in mind of an ant-hill in the interior of
India, and if the reader has ever been the tenant
of a mud-built hut in any of the suburbs of
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Bombay, Madras, or Calcutta, he will be able
to form some idea of the spectacle which was
presented to my sight,

Like most people I have a most intolerable
aversion to all the members of that disgusting
family. Fortunately I had taken the precaution
to provide myself with several tin cascs of Keat-
ing’s Inscet Powder, which T strewed upon the
divan, and after having left it there a few mo-
ments [ had the satistaction to find that it had
so stupified them that Zenana was enabled to
sweep them away in her dust-pan. Whenever
I began to write a letter, the whole of the paper
was covered with them. To sum up all, I was
never free from them all the time I remained
there. Their Highnesses the Princesses were
cqually tormented. Glancing at my mosquito-
curtains, which were as white as the driven
snow when put up, I found them perfectly
brown, as the bugs clung to them as tenaciously
as a miser does to his gold, and the slaves
were obliged to swcep them off into pan after
pan.

One night the whole of the Palace was be-
sieged by them, and their Highnesses, who could
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not sleep for them, ordered ! regular hunt, which
the slaves continued until daybreak, using their
dust-pans to take them up and slop-pails to
drown them in, The next morning, after we
had all been employed in that manner, we were
doomed to be completely besieged by them
for, owing to its being the anniversary of the
accession of the Sultan to the throne, it was a
gala day; in honour of which the frigate fired
a royal salute, when down came the whole race
of Browns like a flight of locuste—rooms and
persons were all covered with them. It was a
sight I never shall forget were I to live for
a hundred years. Their Highnesses shuffled
about the place as if they were mad, and the
poor slaves worked, as the cxpression is, “ like
niggers.” .

Preparations had been made for several weeks
for the illumination, which took place that even-
ing. It was a most lovely sight. The whole
of the iron palisades and gates of the landing-
place was covered with innumerable variegated
coloured lamps; seaffoldings were erected in
front of the palace, which being ornamented
with various Turkish devices, all lighted up with
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those lamyps in festpons, gave it a beantitul
appearance.  On the iron palisades, which
extended along the whole length of both tene-
ments, hung coloured glass lanterns, lighted
with wax candles, many of which wire knoeked
down into the Bosphorus by the two old lanky
sheep which grazed in the small garden by miy
room : for not being able to reach their usual
provender, the vine -leaves, they butted their
heads against the lanterns and sent a seore of
them iuto the river, scattering the deébr's of seve-
ral others about in all direetions,

Facing us lay the frigate, which was one mass
of light, for she was decorated and festooned
with variegated lamps up to her royal mast-
head.  The mHitary bands played the Sultan’s
March, polkas, and other noisy airs, the officers
and crew were all en grande fenue, and on the
other side the palace of the Sultan’s nephew,
which was most brilliantly illuminated, gave
enchantment to the scene, as it was beautifully
reflected in the river,

The scene up and down the Bosphorus all day
long was exceedingly enlivening, but at night
grand and picturesque, for therc on its azure
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blue bosom lay thousands of caiques, with lamps
at prow and stern, all filled with elegautly-
dressed Turkish ladies.  The steamers, bril-
liantly illuminated, were plying up and down,
decorated with flags; bands of music played on
their decks, which were thronged with crowds
of well-dressed persons. 1t was a brilliant sight.

I have omitted to mention that the Sultan
passed up early in the course of the day in his
elegant yacht.  lIle was standing on the deck,
and the Prince aund I being at the pier had a
goold view of Ilis Sublime Majesty as the boat
drew very near to the Palace. As soon as [
pereeived the Padishah, I made the Grand
P’acha salaam Ilis Majesty three times, and
I curtseyed to him. lIle most graciously re-
turncd it by waving his hand several times, a
mark of very great honour, as the Sultans are
seldom in the habit of returning any salutations.
The frigate, which was dressed and decorated,
fired a royal salute and manned yards, and the
band played the Sultan’s March, and thegyhole
of the crew vociferated with stentorian lungs,
“May he live a thousand years, and may he see
his grandson's hairs as white as the driven snow.”
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Late at night the Old Palace pier was abso-
lutely swarming with' caiques full of musicians,
who serenaded their Highnesses, from whom
they reccived baksheesh.  The Princess Epouse,
attended by a bevy of the ladies of the Harem,
and accompanied by the Grand Eunuch, went
in caiques down the river to witness the illumi-
nation, which is the sight par coollenee of the
year, and were tharoughly gratitied at that dis-
play of Turkish patriotism, i I may be allowed
the expression.

The next day, happening to be in the recep-
tion-room where we had had such a levie of
the Browns when the frigate fired the royal
salute, I saw Her Highness give the Grand
Eunuch a handful of sovercigns, which I per-
fectly *understood was_ baksheesh for having
accompanied her to see the illumination.

And now I must explain to my readers, that
it is almost impossible for them to understand
the power the Chief Eunuch of every Harem
possggscs, whether he belong to the Viceregal or
to a plebeian one. The whole of the women,
Princesses, ladics of the Harem, and slaves, are
entirely under his control. His word is law, his



POWER OF THE GRAND EUNCUCII 283

smile sunshine ; and that is always obtainable by
bestowing a proper amount'of baksheesh, Well
do T know it, for often and often have I seen
the Kislar Agaci salaam their Highnesses the
Princesses, smile, and hold out his hands to
them, exclaiming, Siah! Sish! ¢ baksheesh,”
when they invariably sent for their cash-box,
and, opening it, placed handfuls of bright new
sovereigns into his hands,

His frown, however, is dark as a stormy
cloudy for if he deelines to allow them to go
out, either into the grounds, in the caique, or
carriage, they have no remedy, but must, like
all poor prisoners, submit to his will and plea-
sure. As regards nyself, thev were almost
powerless 5 I repeat almost, because on my wish-
ing to return to my chamber in the Harem at
Ras-cl-Tin, when on the eve of my departure
for Alexandria, he positively refused to allow
me to do so; and again I experienced the force
of their power when in the Old Palace, as I
shall presently have occasion to relate.

" They all had orders given them by the
Viceroy to allow me to do as I liked, and I
shall not soon forget the astonishment of some
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of the inferior eunuchs, when one day the
Viceroy ordered the Grand Eunuch belonging
to the Harewm at Ras-cl-Tin to have a carriage
ready for me to take the Grand Pacha out for
an airing; whereupon that functionary turned
round to His Highness, and inquired it it were
to be a close one, whether the blinds were to be
drawn down, if the governess (meaning myself)
was to sit outside on the hox with the Arab
coachman, while he himself sat within?  The
Viceroy looked at him for some time, then
burst out into a fit of laughter, and told hin
very curtly, “No, you are not to accompany
them; never to interfere with Madame; the
carriage is to be an open one, and whenever it
is a close one, the blinds are not to be pulled
down, unless Madame orders them.”

It was utterly impossible to obtain any
candles in the Harem on the cvening after the
illumination, as the whole quantity in store
had been consumed in the lanterns, so that
the Prince and myself had to burn whatever
few pieces could be collected out of the lanterns.
Not a drop of oil was to be had, and, extra-
ordinary as it may appear, all the sugar had
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been consumed, so that even the Princess Epouse
had to sip her jindjans of coffee minus that con-
diment, for the slaves, being on the alert, had
taken advantage of the féte, and had purloined
all they could lay their hands on.

The ménage in His Majesty the Sultan’s
Palace at Bebek was’admirably conducted, but
here it was carried out in the most harum-
scarn manner imaginable ; there was neither
order nor regularity ; all was discomfort, con-
fusion, and disorder. There were times when
neither bread, meat, coffee, sugar, candles, nor
0il could be obtained ; and then everybody, even
from the Princesses, the Prinee, and myself,
down to the slaves, had to go without whatever
articles were deficient, until an arrival of bum-
caiques—for caiques plied at the palace gates
with almost cvery article of consumption, from
a sheep down to a lemon, so many times weekly
(which put me in mind of the bum-boats at
Portsmouth)—from whose owners the Grand
Eunuch made purchascs.

Here we partook of our daily meals at the
same hours ‘as we had done in Egypt. The
Princess squatted herself down upon the divan,
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made the slaves do needlework, and partock of
cigarettes and coffee, refreshed herself with her
siesta, enjoyed her kef, went out on the river in
her caique, paid visits to the Valide Princess at
Bebek, and to numerous other Harems.

Soon after the illumination was over [ fell 50
ill as to be obliged to take to my bed.  The
Hekim Bachi was called in by the Princess
Epouse to attend we, but 1 gradually beeame
worse. A\ thorough prostration of body, loss of
appetite, spinal complaint, and nervous fever had
all preved upon me, until 1 was redueed to g
mere skeleton, and T found myselt sinking fast,
The Hekim Bachi either did not know how, or
would not, treat me properly.  When the
Princess asked him what ailed me, he replied,
“ Nothing: that it was only a cold. T then
asked Iler Highness to allow me three months’
leave of absence, promising to return as soon as
my health was re-established. This Her Highness
granted me, and accordingly I began to prepare
for my departure for Alexandria, whither I pur-
posed returning, in order to place myself under

the care of Dr. Ogilvie, Physician to IL B. M.
Consulate,
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One day, prior to my departure, as I was
dressing, Her Highness, dccompanied by the
Grand Eunuch and a lady, came and knocked
at my chamber-door. I opened it; but being
at that time en deshabille, Her Highness did not
enter my room, but stood at the door. Then
the lady in question asked me if I would return
at the expiration of that time? to which I replied
in the aflirmative.  Soon afterwards, that lady
Jeft the corridor, without showing the Princess
the slightest respeet as she  marched  away
before Her Highness, and left her to close my
door: but that T prevented, as T took hold
of it mysclf, and that was the last tie T had
the pleasure of seeing my Princess, that kind
lady who had always treated me like a sister,
for the next morning she went in the Sultan's
vacht to his summer pa.lacc at Ismid, in com-
pany  with the Validé Princess, the Valide
Sultana, and attended by the Grand Eunuch.

NI as T was, T rose carly the next day,
packed up my penates, resting cvery now and
then; and when I had finished I descended into
the Grand Etinuch’s room, and ordered one of the
cunuchs to fetch me a caique. I asked, but
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asked in vain—none came, not a eunuch stirred.
This was the sccond, but it was the last time
that any of those spectres of their race had
shown me their teeth, At length I was quictly
told that I could not leave the Palace until His
Excellency the Chamberlain came trom Bebek
that they had sent for him, and that he would
soon arrive; and thus I was checkmated s but
not for long, however.  After the lapse ofa con.
siderable period, Khoorshid Pacha made his
appearance, accompanied by the Hekim Bacli
and Mr. H, the Viceroy Ismacl Pacha’s
reputed partner 5 now 1 knew that the under-
current was flowing rapidly towards its mouth.
To sum up all, Mr. H. positively refused to
let me lcave the palace, unless I would resign
my post. So to save my life and release myself
from perpetual impriéomucnt I signed, under
protest made to my own “Special Prince” at
Constantinople, the form of resignation that Mr,
H. himself drew up, glad to escape from Iarem
life; and proceeded to Alexandria, where I
placed myself under the treatment of Dr.
Ogilvie, who gave me a medical certificate,
although the ITekim Bachi, who attcnded the
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Harem at the Old Palace, had said in my
presence, hefore His Excellency, that there was
nothing the matter with me.  Yet he had pre-
viously told me in my own chamber, that ]
wanted rest and good European diet, and had
himself’ been preseribing for me.  Dr. Ogilvie
ordered me to Furope as soon as I was in a fit
state to undertake another sea voyage.

All my attempts to lay a statement of the
treatment 1 had rececived before 1lis Highness
the Vieeroy, failed during my sojourn at Alex-
andria. 1 petitioned His Highness for redress,
since my resignation was not a free, but a coerced
one, brought about by “one of those diplomatic
manceayres which occur nowhere so suddenly,
nor so fatally as in the East,” and T am up to
this moment ignorant of the result.

Brilliant as are the pv.n-aml-ink sketches that
our poets have pa'intcd of Iarem life, I have
visited and resided in three of them, which
ought to bave been, and most undoubtedly
arc, the most magnificent of all those gilded
cages, and I have no desire to visit or live in
a fourth. I°did not set my foot in the second
with the same interest which my ignorance of

VOl 1L T

-
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daily life therein had inspired me on entering
the first.

I found, when I became acquainted with
their language, that the conversation of the
Odalisques was  most  indelicate, and  when
bearable, was dirceted principally to external
matters. I soon discovered that it would be
most impohtic for me to ask any  questions ;
but, 2s I have previously stated, T learned by
indirect means all that I required to know, and
evervthing that intcrested me.  Their conversa-
tion, which becomes absolutely tiresome, con-
tinuing from hour to howr, invariably touched
upon things which in FEurope are regarded  as
criminal, abominably indccent, filthy, and dis-
gusting,

It is almost impossible to conceive how diffi-
cult it is to talk with individuals, who usually
contemplate the world only from behind grated
windows, or the curtains of carriages, or caiques,
and who so far from being removed from worldly
interests, are, to all intents and purposes, living
in, and stirring in them.  For here even more
than the body is the female mihd immured.
Existence in the lHarems becomes frightfully
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monotonous ; it engenders }nelancholy madness ;
an utter carelessness of worldly things creeps
over the senses, a total indifference to cvery-
thing around you, and a lethargic stupor en-
shrouds the mind. From what else can this
arize, but from breathing an atmospﬁerc redo-
lent with the perfumeé of tobaceo, and the power-
ful narcotics with which the air is impregnated *

I have minutely detailed their daily’ social,
amd domestic life.  They did not seem to expe-
ricnee any el in their monotonous seclusion,
which robbed them of all participation in the
life of their licge lord and master.  They knew
very little ot his daily life.  And His Highness
sharcd nothing with them, but yet they shared
him with his slaves—of which sensual inter-
course the Thhals, “favqurites,” made no secret.
for they would very coolly approach and inform
me whenever they were commanded to attend
Iis Highness the viceroy in his pavilion—which
they considercd a great honour.

.The Princesses never took the slightest notice,
nor made any allusion to me about such visits ;
but I have already explained how I knew when
they took place. If I had asked them if they

v 2 .
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were weary to death of so degrading an cxist~
ence, they would have auswered, Majesch,
Mudame ! Maresch, Madame! * What does it
matter ! What does it matter!”

True it is that they have at their command
that sucer dluncum of all women who lack interest
in life, that which Europedn society avails itself
of as readily as do the inmates of the Turkish
and Egyptian Harems,—I mean, intrigue;
which in the East, and especially within the
halls of the “ Enchanted Castles,” in which [
have been lately immured, commences * below
stairs,” among the slaves ; but within these
secret iustitutions for the corruption of women,
a hundred, nay, a thousand by-ways and cross-
roads arc taken to sccure the object in view,
even if it be the supplanting of an fkbul ; es-
pecially if such occurs within the splendid halls
of the Imperial  Bower of Bliss,” where no fair
Sultana reigns paramount for a longer period
than a year, for the Sovereign of Islam has no
consort. The Sultan’s mistresses are but pur-
chased slaves— (he is himself the son of aslave),
—the more fortunate of whom by beauty, in-
trigue, or the birth of sons, raise themselves to
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be Ikbals, * favourites ;" or, a3 it often happens,
the single favourite has, many a time and oft,
governed the Empire.

Petticoat-government, as history tells us, is
nothing new here.  And not only under weak
governents and in times of decline, as for
example, under Murad IIL, who had for his
mistress the charming Venctian, Baffa; and
under Achmed 1., whose favourite was the high
spirited Greek, Kosscus—women who, in the
seventeenth century, misused and abused their
power—both were strangled in insurrection : but
when Suliman 1. the Great, the conqueror, the
lawgiver, was so completely in the chains of his
beloved and darling French actress, Roxalana,
that he murdered his two sons by another slave,
in order to sccure the throne to those of Roxa-
lana. '

The downfall of a Minister, the spoliation of
the goods and chattels of an Kgyptian Prince,
the removal of a hated rival, the substitution of
one infant for another, the sending of an heir
apparent to his last home, the poisoning of the
reigning Sultan or Viccroy, in short all erimes
are hatched in the lower regions. It is probable,
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that the very condition of slavery renders the
practice of trickery, Subtlety, and artifice, un-
avoidable, and makes easy the science of weav-
ing nets which cannot be broken through; that
dreadful science not so well understood where
the relatious of mankind are more free.  In all
this you may be satisfied that the women of the
Harems evince the same deep interest in the
private affairs of their neighbours, as we in civi-
lized society are accustomed to feel,
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CHAPTER XII.

It is very easy to understand how Harems
become the very hotbeds of cvery wicked
quality, the seeds of which are already slum-
bering in the heart of woman, The inmates are
surrounded by rivals, always watched, for the
surveillance surpasses even that of the secret
police in Russia, where the very walls have ears,
and spies, most emphatically termed by our
neighbours the French Jes mouches, buzz about
as thick as mosquitoes in India and Egypt.
They are encompassed by those cunning
shrewd, and merciless monsters of humanity,
the eunuchs; and being always without any
_profitable or suitable occupation, jealousy, envy,_
asperity, hatred, an innate love of intrigue, a
boundless desire to please, inflamed with sensual
passion, must blaze up like flames. One will
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vanquish & mnl either by a display of
personal \i Bs, the poisoned cup, or by the
all-powerfub influence of baksheesh over the
human speetres that guard those * Castles of
Indolence,” and who, as 1 have shown, like
the onee dreaded Thugs ut India, are adepts
at strangulation.

Is not all this natural to the heart of Eastern
women ? especially in marble halls, where many
a Lueretia Borgia abides her time to turn to
account her intuitive knowledge of poisons and
acts of cruelty.  And say as often as vou please
that Eastern IHouris are accustomed to the
Harem, and that ¢ custom makes all things
tolerable,” nay, light and easy, I look upon the
asscrtion as one of the many threadbare phrases
which are current. Yes, reader, they come
under the yoke of the Harem, and they are by
degrees habituated to its form; but against the
essence their. very instinet revolts. I cannot
say their conscience, for that may sleep in all
but a very few, but their untamneable and all-
powerful instinct.

Since there is no culture of the intellect
or soul to restrain or regulate its aspirations,
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how is it possible that there should not be

violent outhreaks, shameless coéljseness, great

barbarity ? And this is the opinion I have

formed, after having witnessed both Egyptian

and Turkish women at home, and their deport-

ment towards cach other and strangers. I have

taken part in their’ daily life; observed their

bearing towards cach other, and how far the

dominion of lawful wives (for with the excep-

tion of the Sultan, every Turk has one or two)

extends over the female slaves, which amounts
over their own to life and death, but over
those belonging to their liege lords none, ab-
solutely none.  They, in like manner, possess
no control over theirs, with whom they must
not attempt to intrigue, except at the penalty
of a divorce, ah! and perhaps the certainty of
being sooner or later the victims of their own

audacity (as has but lately been the case at

Cunstantinople) and the instant disappearance

of that slave who has so boldly coveted the

honour of becoming the Zibal of her lord, and _
so heedlessly attempted to supplant her mistress

in her 16rd’s affection.

It is an incontrover.tible fact, that the walls
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of the Harems have, and still do conceal, sad
and terrible secrets. *One most wretched fruit
which has grown out of the Ilarems, and mainly
contributed to the decadence of the Ottoman
dominions, is the result of the neglected educa-
tion of the Princes, or, properly speaking, their
very existence in the Stafe. To sum up all,
the wings by which we are enabled to raise
ourselves from the dust, and to develop which
is, or ought to be, the end and aim of all culture
and of all education, are crippled by the Turk.

Turkish history shows us that no Sultan
brought up by Turkish Thugs (the mutes),
intriguing lewd women, and those spectres of
mankind, the cunuchs, in or out of the Princes’
Cage ever attained to that development which
at the same time discerps and wills.  And the
same will be the result with all Egyptian
Princes nurtured within the baneful influence
of the Harems, even in this the nineteenth
century. '

_ Itis true that heavenly gifts, the free grants
of God, are chiefly needed for such consumma-
tion, and that the regenerating genius of a Prince
depends as little upon inclination, caprice, and
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education, as the genius of a finaneier, or artist,
or any other character; ‘nevertheless, having
lived in the Harems, I am satisfied that the soil
is capable of producing only crippled plants, and
we know that almost all the Sultans and heirs
presumptive to the Viceroyship vegetate upon
it until they are called from that noxious at-
mosphere to the throne; and although the
Egyptian Princes quit that institution for the
corruption of women and young princes at ten
or twelve years of age, still the recollection of
the indclicate scenes in which they daily took
a part have become too deeply rooted in their
minds ever to be eradicated.

But if their Ilighnesses were removed at the
tender age of four vears old from the Harem,
and placed, together with their Moslem nurse,
under the care of a European, with a European
staff of attendants about them, and had an
establishment suitable to their rank and position
assigned them, then we might look forward to
such a course producing more healthy plants,
from which, in each succeeding generation,
would spring lasting benefit; but until some
such measures are adopted, all hope for the
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future regeneration of the Sultans or Viceroys
of Egypt is vain.

The same observation is applicable to the
whole of the noMesse of both those countries.
Most of the great functionarics of both Egypt
and Turkey are, or at least their forefathers
were, but purchased slaves. A slave, we know,
has no fatherland, and can have none.  He lives
for himself, as all the Moslems do. He must in
some degree keep himself within the circle of
his obligations 3 but whence shall he obtain the
incitement to activity and efficiency which re-
fuses to be bound within the old beaten track?
If the wheels of the state machine, which for
so many years have kept affairs in motion,
should, through age, be tottering and feeble,
not turning with due regularity and vigour, he
takes good care to leave them as they are. If]
in addition to this, you consider that the popu-
lation of Tuskey diminishes every year, as is
always the case in all ill-govern'ul countries ;
_and here it is positively alarming, partly from
polygamy, and partly from infanticide—(for
women in the Harems who have had one or two
confinements, and have grown tired of childe
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bearing, as they soon do, especially if they have
been daughters, think it wo sin to destroy their
unborn offspring), for I have known cven Prin-
cesses to leave their only sons when they were
dying to the care of Moslem nurses for a whole
week together, while they went out visiting 5—if
vou consider this, } say, docs it not become
natural to ask, How is it possible for future
hopes to knit themselves to young branches,
to fresh roots, when the pith of the tree has lost
all its vital powers?

THE END.,

LONDON : PRINTRD BY W. CLOWES AXD SONS, STAMFORD MUREET.
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ance of the pott be ly conad oL A Bl thelr starab oo carthos him oror e whele
streain of Baropean ubetury.* spenabor,

: \ 2 » T . .
HISTORY OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS
OF THE ENGLISE « ONSTHETION. A dowpuiar Arcoant B the primary prevcpies,
the formateon and devel ptentof the Englhah Constitution, asiding all party jeiitkn.
Nsenth bdition,  Fost avo, 1, 6d,
“The atudy of kagltah Hidtory would be incomplete %ithont the perusal of & work tn
« agh-h Conatitution, Sir Fdward Cresey’s work, which s chat, full ard impartlal,
wiil give the student ait nesdial inkrmathn on thie impertant sulgect,” - Header.

CUMMING'S (REY. DR, JOHN)—THE GREAT TRIBU-
ll.;;rw\‘ COMING ON THE EARTH. Crown #vo, . of by poet 8s. 6. Thirteanth

2 ———

“ Ibere f¢ po doubt hat the barometer of K singular), eapotnle with Lr.
Comming’s deddutivos frum propbecy. * - Timrs, o ¥ rom

— THE GREAT PREPARATION; OR, RF-

DENPTION DRAWETIL NJGM. Crown ave, 54, or by polt 5a, &€ 8ixth Thoumnd. |
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CUMMING'S (REV. DR, JOHN)} - THE GREAT CON-

RIRTRY FRUR "ok ] g
o :I“l'ul."«:: l'l..l-l-::m’lm' WORLD AS 11 WILL B Crown svo. b, or by post

B — READINGS ON THE PROPHET ISATAH.

Fpoma o
CURIOSITIES OF NATURAL HISTORY. By FRAXNCIS
BUCRLAND, ESY In InoSenin Small iy Vo, *
ot Boviem, Containing Iaty, Nerpunits, Fishes, Monkeys, &e. 61,
I Senion, Contatning Wil Catg, bagh ¢, Waris, Inge, ke, be.
bRI‘ (;;rl—lu;;;émuuﬂq works on Natursl History.” - Xorming Pust,
'URIOSITIES OF NATURAL HIS$ . by i
being the Thisd. By FRANCIS B{;{JKLA ND, IIS’E(\')(}}.EA Q\tA. jﬁzm
DANES (THE). SKKTCHED BY THEMSELVES IN
m“‘d;:tr‘ m’ﬁm by their most popular Writers, Tramlated by Mrs,
DANISH APPEAL (A) TO THE PEOPLE OF EUROPE.
:{u.lh:“!lAllC“ ASMICIATION AT QOPENHAGEN. Trembtd from e Danbb.

DAVISS (DR) CARTHAGE AND HER REMAINS;

brig an Aerant of the Facavations and Hescarhes on e Site of the Ihaenician
Metguite m Afries. Conduetsed sdet the aiingieen of Hor Maety's Government by
DION DAVIS FROS ke wvo Lbirly Plates Jon ed,
- QY , .y -
DELANYS (M. MARY GRANVILLE)—THE™AUTO-
BESRATHY AND ORRESIVNUENCE OF MARY GRANVILLYE (M~ DLLANY),
with futerctng Hen tummicor of Risg G oroeee HL and Queett Charketie, Pres nung a
Phcturr of the § st gxhie Soocy QUi Lo v the whele pernd of the bightonth Contary.
Pasted by e R gt Hon Ly LLANOVER Fast St 1 Portrar s, 3 vl seo, 158

(2nd Neries).  Nine DPorlaits and

Cprne fwbeg v the whole work. dvada svo. 36 OF the whole wurk cumnglete in
€ ok for £ ot

DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE OF WILLIAM, FIRST
Bl AUCKRE AND, with & Fre fmr Y\A Iniradnes n by e Foght Hon and Kighit Rev.
e BISHOP OF BATH AND WEILS Wah Parirats of Lond and Lady Auckland
toam Oriqinal Painsoge. Oavads, xva, 200,

DISCOVERY OF THE CAUSE O THE ACTION OF

FIE HEALT, Sy D LEE svo Bine Plats, 4e

DOBELL'S (SYDNEY) THE ROMAN: A DRAMATIC
*6a. . .

TUEM. Post xvo.

DORAN'S (DR.) WORKS. A Complete Set of Dr. DORAN'S

o Works. Ju 160 vois post 8vo, handsomely bound in half-calf. 4l 4s. .

LIVES OF THE QUEFNS OF ¥ENG-
LAND OF THE HOUSE OF HANOVER. In 2 volr post kva, 2l

———* + TABLE TRAITS AND SOMETHING ON

THEM. Grown 8vo, 7s, 6d

LIVES OF THE PRINCES OF WALES.

Tust svo. with an Jlmatration, 108, 6d.

NEW PICTURES AND OLD PANELS.

Tost v, 103, G,
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DORAN'S (DR MONARCHS RETIRED FROM BUSI-
AESS 2 vola pust $vo with Bortraps, 21,

HABITS AND MEN; WITH REM-
NANTS OF BECORIS 0N LHE MAREES OF YOl Bt svo dog 6,

DOUGLANS (REV. HERMAN) JERUSALEM THE
(l'\(.::;ll‘r\‘h‘::’\ur:t{ ;‘-‘x!\:\h“n?:&:: 1:‘."; an Introfithoo Py tle Suther of My

DUNDONALD'S |l ARLY AUTOR Nh‘oh.\l‘lll OF A

SPAMAN Broacy Bt wih Bornat 2t s

Popular Editien. Smell S0, Dx,

DUNLOP S (R. II \\'.r ll[\ll\h IN THE lll\l\

[ECES \\'. - I N TR TN | PR
teout e w Hy RO 1R O

l(w.“ 1

. \\H l \ qllll ' \llﬂl I\ Ul THE ADRIATIC. By

.~1:\\ b A l‘ \; oy by e T ae)

\x P LR ST UL A oAt bes

FAST l\\\! By Mrs, Hl \l Y Wouh, Aather of - The
LBaCRe, My M et R R L O T e O R T8

ELLEDS (Me) WOMEN AR ll\l‘* OF ALL AGES
\\n& RIS, P Hydume s Wt

ELLISs oM<y - THE  MOTHERS Ul (TREAT  MEN.
Hotsao iyl x::l!y;! ent Boa kil dnosroay,

CHAPTERS ON W ]\l N, Crown Svo, D,
ELLIOTES «Mms. DALRYMPLE) NARRATIVE OoF HER

ADVENTERRES AN IMPEISONMIENT DU RENG PHE PEINCH P EVET U 1 0N
WITH SaETOHES 0F MAN Y CHIPBRITIRS WEEID WHOM JHis BE l H I.
WOMAN WaAS A QUAINIED  Warn Bhee beant ol Foriey s foan Moa .
Commar, &y neo W

EYRES (Mis) WALKRS IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE.

secotd B, e joy

"Ny e ek by 1 3oy chetir o, mu.r il e riptione ot e coipy
SF e Pprrt oo, by ananne te !lhr l‘»n *hate, nlh; AAARE B IR AT JNU'S N R INRCE TS |
Fot Ty harming apevimp P anairday T Mhwtictol Ne s,

OYER THE PYRENEES INTO SPAIN.
town ato (2 . .
FENGLISH (‘O.\'.\'TITI’TI()N, (HISTORY OF THE RISE

AND PROGEESS OF BHE By Se EDWARD CREASY, Author of * e Fyton
"'5‘*“' Hattloa of she Warld”  Sixeh Baditiot. Post ave, 3 6l .

EXNGLISH GOVERNESS (THE) IN FGYPT; or. Harem

Lite s the East By EMMELINE LOIT, funtaerly Gyrerness to Ihmhlm Facha. 2 snle
et svo. Twereait. Shs

EVERYBODY'S PUDDING-BOOK: OR, T\!.’l\, PUD-

DINGs, &, IN THE PRUFER SEASON FOR ALL JHE Y RAR ROUND, Foap wwa
Thing Fhousand. 22, 64,

FISHERS (LIEUT.-COL.) PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF
FUREE, YEAUS' SERVICE IN CHINA. By LIEGTCOL. FISHER. v, With,
mpoy kliustrations, 164,
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FITZGERALD'S  (PERCY 38 - BE: b
"W'ﬂ'b. Lin Haanta, atd (hh Knli( ‘L‘?uwn(n-‘\!.._[ AR L]Js LA}IBL ! l”s
FLETCHERS (LIEUT.-COL STORY OF THE
ACH “JLS‘!“! l‘l“l,"l l("(.)I..) HISTORY OF THE AME-
= Fhe Gmeepiiste atrd cvoatin of thie Mty ars mest creditatle Tt eminonely

tapactiad, iy Cotoned Blototier Las abown tat bt gan dopastativie It fiode of
oerad v as warl ad s U sanipin! Mare © Gume i

FORSTERS (REV. CHAR) SINAT PHOTOGRAPHED ;
AL Pty e ek ot Wihdetnon (v e feman, on who e cut of I")',
W s, G phogiaple b Dithopraghe bole <L o

ISEAEL IN THE W

ot dow gt seenoade Toke s gnd )

A Populur

e LAFTL OF
AMERER Fes 6

SEKMONS ON THE LIFE OF ST PAUL.

TS

C— THI, ONFE PRIMEVAL LAX-

GUAGE Fracd oy et thnasls Aot T rpt ne e Al el Chatater
B T O A S D N R U B2 N e Vi’
ey 3 angnbn - o

Pasr 1. THE VOICE OF ISKAEL FROM THE ROCKS
ob SINAL o

Pawt 11 THE MONUMENTS OF EGYPT AXND THEILR
ViaFiGhs OF PATRIARCHAL FRADTIIONS, Cif

Panr 1L THE MONUMENTS OF ASSYRIY, DABY-

ToaNIA AND PERSIL with 2 Now Koy for she Bovsary v the Taat fen Kifhoa,
(IR

FEANCATELLIS (C. EY—THE MODERN COOK. By
CIARLLS BLMF FRANCATELLL Puipad o the o bialel Carane. In o, Sateoah
Fodinon, 100 Beopea. Watl sisty Blustrations 2s

© fw magnum opis on which the aothon rests s repntatien. - Times.

Y THE COOKS GUIDE. Ry the Author
of bt Moderz Cookt Difaanati v g 1000 Reapigs. With Yarty Yilustrations  5¢
« Pl whale bork tae the ment of heing exgredingly plain, and is sn adnurable manual
£ rovery boushed 7 Tomes

. .

FRANCE A CENTURY AGO. DBy Admirnl Sir GEOBGE
COLLIFR.  Tieing a Dhasy of a Visit to Frane and M Austiian Netherlands,  Edited by
T Siranddanghtn g Mrs. Gramuepk Trnaant, svo. Porfrat, s (38

FULLERTON'S (LADY GEORGIAN.A) TOO STRANGE
Nk 0 bt TRCE. Ty LADY GHORGLANA FULLERION. A NOVEL. Wik

GALLENGA'S (ANTONIO) NARRATIVE OF THE IN

VASION OF DENMARK, By A, GALLENGA, Qotpespendent af the * Thues” 8t the
. Tianish Hend Quarters. 2 vole pust By 14 (28
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SLADSTONES (THE RIGHT HON. W. E.) ADDRESS

TO THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. sra 12

FRAHAN'S gCOL) HISTORY OF THE ART OF WAR.

By COLONEL GRAHAM. Being a blstory of War from the earivest times. Pt wnn
L8

GREENHOW'S (Mrs) NARRATIVE OF HER IMPRI-
SONMENT IN WASHINGEON. Pt sva. With Portrait. 8.
o The story of bet caplovtiy 14 very ntercsting = - Jdn Lull

GUBBINS' (MARTIN) HISTORY OF THE MUTINIES

IN OUDH : and an Aieoan? of the e of the Lickneow Presbiency fty M R GUBBINS,
Fosuiosl Commaatuner oy Guil o o with Digsteations and &ap foe &l

GUILLEMIN'S ‘THE HEAVENS.  Sce Heavens.
GUIZOTS M.} FRANCE UNDER LOUIS PHILIPPE

from ¥s8d e 1s37 Svo tae Bommming Vel VED o f ble Menoirs
——— MEMOIRS  OF A MINISTER OF
SLATE from (09 W 144 G0 14 Forming Vol VE ol by Yooe s’
FABASSY TO THE COULT OF ST
JAMER #feowndro e Fumeg Vil Vo L s Momeirs”
PEESONAL MEMOIRS, FRoM  THTE

TIME TR TN BENST ONAMOLEON A0 1HE YR AR e b i s D !
Eocwy lum Lan b bad wpatatny, proce 14

~yr “ .yr e .
LIFE OF OLIVER CROMWELL. Crown
Vo Woki fiuw Poatrar of Dnver Cronowell. 6
“ W frme 8 had unexve aed Cromweile el aracer with adngnlar sal L N o cyr
spurieen, s drakn L peorteut with el trath Mol aoptig a0 et uat
armaly, hangnuge, iateme and gelithod s atogeiher extrasphoary @ aartady B e
ML it bas @iven ua an adunrable nartetive, far mete caceld Dac any from wn
Fag b pen ™ Times,

GUY DEVERELL. A Story.e By J. SHERIDAN LE

FANU, At of * Uswde Sihwe Vsada,

HALLIBURTON'S (Mrs.) TROUBLES., By Mn. HENRY

WHYnOD, Muthor of * Fast | yune & Forming one of the * Favourits Noveln” [wo [llus-
trations, 64 ‘

HALL'S (MRS) BIOGRAPHICAL MEMGIRS OF DR,

MARSHALL HALL M b, F RN, ke Ny his Widnw.  fvo. with Portrait, 140

HAREM LIFE IN FEGYPT AND CONSTANTINOPLFE.

"By EMMELINE LOTE, formorty Governow by His Highnesa [eahim Pacha, son of the
Viewroy of Fayps. 2 Yol Poab svn, 218

HAYES' (ISAAC) ARCTIC BOAT VOYAGE IN TIHE
AUIUMN OF tvie By INAAC I HAYES. Kiited, with an Introduction and Notes,
by br. NORLON SHAW. Cruwn ave. B

HEAVENS (THE): sn Illustrated Handbook of Popular

Avronomy. By AMEDEE GUILLEMIN, Edite} hy J. Nogwax Dorxvsn, FE AN
Jeuperial 4vo., with 225 Hinstrativus, Coloured Lithigrapls and Woudcuts, 318. 54,
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HISTORY OF THE BRITISH NAVY, FROM THE

RALLIESE PLRIOD 1O HE PREBENT TIME By ¢ ¥ JKE YON
R A B y CHARLES LUKE YONGE.

» PR NG
ﬂ()(gﬁtz (“l\)‘l:.A‘Y ;\l) I;’IVES OF THE ARCHBISHOPS OF
NIERBURY, BT, AUGUSTINE TO DR, HOWLEY. VoL §, ) V'

Vo 118, and IV, 3. bse Vol (L, 1ae

“ Weittets with remoarkable knowiedge and power.  The anthor has done his work difle
grutly and oxwdentiouly,  Throughont, we see & man who has krown mach of wen and
o hfe  the perrs Augliosn divine, who at every siep bas been soustaned to make good
brs caicor againet Hoanenten on the wi> hand, and sgaingt Puritanivm o0 the other  We
marl apriar cur bigh seom of Un valoe of this watk, We boartily like the genersd
Hrt, arel ate sure (al i author has bestuned upon bis work a loving luour, with an
wwrtaret dewite b find (ut the trath  To e genetal reader 1O Wil contey much informa.
tha 1o 2 a0ty plessant form ;b (e stodent iU il give the weans of Alang up the out-
fagers L OBty Bintory with fife arad colowr.” ~ Quarterly Kerwew, July, 1n62

U xbe grandear of o dramae may be oep<durnd from the quahty of the open’
vnde gy, weabeald Ve focdued U anticipate toom te introductory sulume that hvul:g
Stezatuee de ateutl (o teoone & ngrenisdtable oaninbuticn, ad tat the Church wilt in
afirr bitoes rank ageng the faitel and the abiet of ber historfans the sothor of this
o’ s mrvm

Tl merk of & puwerfal mind, and of a not e and peneroud tenper, Thereivinita
frend i thanany parmuanem of il * - Gudnduin,

HORNBY 5 (LADY) CONSTANTINOPLE DURING THE

CaCELAN WALL Fuinal s Waith Obromos Lie gragte 2010

ICELANDIC LEGENDS. By ARNASON.  Translated by
G bt PAWHEED and B MRS v Wl fiatations, o 6
Doa ettt schim O el et B gl ce Ln overy good Rbrary, aud be
focr ot Bt Senag Pl M3 1 Yeantdfunly jure T rpectador,

ICE MATDEN (THE)  Translated from the Danish, by Mis,
BU ST smac tyal, Woo, o sory beantful Jinstrations by Zwis nne. Sa 6L
SN fetly pew arad fara ful Swoess sty T L) zamner,
©OWL cxguiaie Biusttatius U= Daddia hooang Mad,

" < .
INGOLDSBY LEGENDR (THE); OR, MIRTH AXD
MARVELS  Lhe Hussated Fhoon it 60 teantiful Hinstrations by CRUIKSHAME,
Tavea, and Liswpt; sl a nogmtfioont embiematic enes, dostied by L .
eat b Ponmd Paper Dighth ivusand, 1 vl Enonn 4l cloth, 218 o m
Los, or boand by Rivken 520wl .
A wiries of Ritnoreds Pgesda, 6llu;(n:«l l’:: e smb men av Cruikshank, leech
W fernnel what (an te moere tempting® — Times
arj {;::rl.:‘.:ul lv: hnuenr, .Jm»nalu‘:n. lfnr,\'; in extensive knawldge of toaks and men
fo patpabie hits ol chara ter, exquisite, grave oy, and 1he met whisical indulgence
n pent and eplgmam We et if oven Butler Ivats she Autlor of mw. legends 10 the
sast drol sy of vifse, We qannol open & page that 1 not n|ml§}mg‘wu.h ita wit and
Luneotis, that is not Fngingesith I strukes of pleasantry and salire.”'— Bramncr.

The Library Edition, in 2 Vols.

o e With the origing) Tiustrations by Grors Carikaark, and Jous Lanen, 20s

— .The Carmine Edition, in ®erown
‘vo With six lilustrations by Cruicksbank and Lecch, with gilt edges and bevelled

hoasds 198 &L. N
- The Popular Edition. Crown 8vo-

Soventy-Ath Phowsamt. 82,01 fu calf of morocey §33. 64,

INITIALS (THE). By THE BARONESS TAUTPHOEUS.
Unifarm watl * East Lynne,’ & Grown Swo. - With 3 Tilustrations. - €.
« [t must please all— Athenrum,
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ll;\l\G'b (WASHINGTON) LIFE AND LETEERS. By
:‘;:‘:g;-;‘ l’l)l.lﬂ. HLVING, [0 4wl Post s Tvwe 3ia i or ek Voluo'e

JAMESON'S (Mrs.) FSSAYSe IN ART AND LITERA-

TURE. Crown ave, % &k of hamdsomely bound, 4.

JERUSALEM, THE GOLDEN, AND THE WAY TO IT.
By thr Rev, HERM AN TOUGT AS M A Wit an Duttodeation by the Authner of * Marg
Punell  Inoomall svo with Flustst e W

KAVANAGH'S (JULLA) MADELINE. A Tule of Auverime,
bep <oo gritwdivs 4y

KNIGHTS (Captain) DIARY OF A PEDESTRIAN IN
CASHMERE AN llldil‘ v Wik as toe Woa koca s Ditiegragd o 20

= Fha Feukk baoan s bonh atmd e bhioma w010 Mt nr e ov e 7 g e
Nolapbly Seowen

KNIGHTON ySir W MEMOIERS Hl H \M Roeper of nn

Py Burse Lot g abe Bogmo e ege 2y L Tad RN BB

LACORDAIRE «Abber MEMOIR OF THE. By t!w‘ R

o \!!oi‘\i,!n\!iﬁ-.hl‘uw‘l".s Foowratihe & oo n v oy Lo fat
[ TR P N ..'\v"i ";‘-.»,,.\:,;,_,‘,5,."'..;;9‘(
T R

L\l)\ S MWALKS I\ THE soU Ul OF FRANCE., «Nee
L.\I)\. DESSERT BOOK (THE). By the Anthor of

thvenytedvs Palla, Bekd B op vl

LAKES teneral NTWELL) lll"}‘l'\'i'l, OF KALS:

MacryW o n o Wotinune cunt s Paseaddor 2 osie poa o

LAMARTINES (AL lHH\\l" DEy MEMOIRS OF RE-
'

‘\S\l‘\”i'll\'\ RER I l”u%.'\w»f LORDETS N 1

thl H[i Tm ¢ \\:‘\I JERS 9””‘) Uniform with it
SLLTE. S T A T Podd awtoah ae o
LEES (Dr.) LAST DAYS OF ALEXANDER OF RUS.

SMAAND FHENE DAYS OF NIty A Tars dept duninz a aray 0 oo yon
Peliein Suuil v 6L . .

— I)ISC()\’Eiﬂ' OF. THOE CAUSE OF THE
ASTION, .
LORIY LYNNS WIFE. A NOVEL. Crown 8vo, 2
MAGINN'S (Dr) ESSAYS ON SOME OR SHAKR-

SR ARRS CHARACTERS  balesff Sacqgos, Ihmer, Dottty o
Mactwih, [rgo, Hamiet, he. Crowa <vo, u‘ Bttty the W cr, footy

MALETS (Rev. WYNDHAM)—AN EERAND TO THE
SOUCH IN 1982.~-Feap. avn, &y,
* The aathot's aerunts of the blark ppaiation are foll of imterest.”. -iuer rer
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L]
M;\HIS!)EX’S (Rev. J. B.) DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN
CHULCOJ RS AND SECES FROM THE EARLIEST AGES OF CHRIST, f
By tbr fev, J B MABSDEN, sve. Jis "o LaNITY.
“ Thw brad book 6ty the whject cureent n var lvrature.”— Athonrum,
“Characterimd by great candour. 1 10a production of great utiity.” ~-Daily News.
= Nr Marwbr's Wnformatiun is well digested, his judgment sound and topartial, bis
ARt T of Mateasent not oy dear, Ut w it x sustabind s idness.

‘The work bas some-
What the appearaice of an bacychqustia, but §( 1» utily in sppearancs. ‘Tue expition has
the freabin we of an urbgiisl wark, | e philowibic impartiaity of the sutbor shoudd ot
e proraed wvir Fle hax, of curse, opiss, but e Indulges i Dy videao or harsies of
etware Pl antaugement is woli adapted for the fmportant pottit of auveying onnpicie
a4 fal inlupmatoan " e lafor

MECAUSLAND'S (Dr. Q. L) SERMONS IN STONES;

VR, M RPTURE CONMIEMED BY GROLOGY.  Tens Editivn, Fap. Wiw 19
Finsteatben s 42

TAne cloect of the atther in ths work i o prove that the M osic natrative of the

Creatr 1ok cooomdiabl with thy otatdedind fade of g boov g aaed that pedery ot only

et O trgih e Do pagn ot tl 3 et that 0 Do the quost direct and

At b st 3t o HE Gne e the wWhole

e nefsrgtree Bhew o

S et et lde were g b e N U

. LR N A Ry O L
tpeetal

at by Has ok
At o edely with e Meade
wd e gt deseony wanaged,”

LAST DAYS OF JERUSALEM AND

R TR .41. sisrmptr b Gured an

e aa ADAM AND THE ADAMITE. Crown
PR B I S

E R N I LR IR S URAT BT
tarbras 3w avh

BeME e de
. .

et and ettt L Ch atat, e B Uie wark e
et s fiaes e Dot o0 froe aten He i a Ly secepls
ot e TR S At ) ety of 4 wsien b raes of

3

P PO S S T P PRI RN B I AT ot genetinots of
Mo w e ge v G e akd prpndar mar. Lhe Lo X atlractae and
PN odey 1l e

ETS LIFE OF MARY QUEEN OF 8COTS.  Two
AT e i,

p - u,":: m:h--ﬂl\- in e vnlgect
saet it ddore o st 8
Phae o Bltan s Werman et

MITFORD'S (MARY RUSSELL) RECOLLECTIONS OF
: AP RARY LITE, whih Seiections from favenrite Tocts and I'row Wrtas, By
MARY RUSSELL MITRORD  Crownévo. With Prtran. 6.

MODELN COOK (THE).s Sec Feaxcateion
MOMMSEN ‘l)r. THEODORE)—THE HISTORY OF

3 3 : LARLILST TIME To THE I‘I—}I(l(_lh OF 1IN I’ECLI:\'E. By
”“: ’I"?‘:I :l')'\|'ll" :«'(’m'\qﬁ'r‘;.'. Fronsiated winh the Author's sanchon, and _‘dnkms_.by
I;r‘: Res, W ]‘ilzl" PICKSON.  With an fnineduction by Dro Scusits. Crowa svo.
glx‘ m:.. dep, G4, Vobs. 1 aml 2,158 Vol s, lvs 6L
.

" . N o waork on Roman bistory has appeansd that combines so
e , ?l':}nﬁ:nﬂ’;‘nx{n?r‘ld?:{:l:ann the rm!er. Its uyle;-‘a e qlmlu,v ina (u-mrn
m 1; v o eos, ,.'.im,d: At Professor ) w's wirk can stand a
o) fuon with the neblvst producticns of nudern l_nlslury. 1, Nchmilz,
Rt (hw best history of the Roman Republic, taking the work on the whole—the
“ “!h “, n“-‘lr'u' mastery of his salject the vardety of his gilta and acquircments, his
ﬁ“'h‘i"l: :.v:v!‘ In tly delineation of natural amd individual character, and the vivid interest
?1':1'. ;. h-'- Inepires it (very porton of his ook, He is witheut an equal in his own sphere,

MIGN
L

lnly Vet i .
yracd. Dos Wtk will continue 0 occupy its
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The work be reasd in the translation (ex d with the of the atthat) net
anly with myumm\. bt whth great M.‘ EdanburyA Reviw.

* A Dok uf deeprst interest, and whivh ought to be transbited - S Trench.

. nrmi:n Wotsht 1o be ranked arsong those realty great historical worky which 3o w
much r W var awn day.  We can have Uttie Besitation io promsascing thie wo:X W
be the best vumplete Homan History in efstroce,  In abwet, wo bave mow, for the it
tume, the compbcte bistory of the Hotsati Republiv, reatly weitien @ a way warthy of tie
greminess of the subpct. M, Momtiwen 1o o real Wistvian; bis rmm of yewarch amt
Judginent are of a very bigh onder; De is skillul in the grarp ol hie whole sebjent, and
+ uruti and Independent b bis way of deallig with parceniar grestooos. Ated a0 beglioh
critie may be alioned o skl that bia ook e far canier and more pleasasit o tead than
many of the prosductions of Las el conntrytoen * Yatwnal Beeeer

= An origiral work, troen the poen nf a gisster, The styie s rwrvise and eely, atel s
vigour futy succatiol  Phie PoLiiefo tanelatsd Bl up d gap i e beerstare JUwt]
Rive ihe cttoad™y atad the'nlbr « udent of anthpuity a Blelery o! Boas e ug to U masia{
prosent German st Bradagy aned at the wazoe e sorve a4 & sanpos of st fheal 1o ary
fr 8l 2y 30 D gl wmle  Wedtmewater Keve o,

MONTALEMBERTS (Count De) LJFE OF THE ABBE
. LAVCORDAIRE. n 4o 120

v lhe prooure botaw catrs Bl eaadn Ko osane
MOODY™S (SOPHY) WHAT IS YOUR NAME? Being 4

Pupuar and Sy ton Vo ant ot e Meanieg amd Deeaat s ol ootan Namre, Foag
LITER NN

“Ihe ndnnatlonns of aa cntertaning vharwter Al the werk s 8 medt compesbene
LLARTT N G P IR SR A XS R T R XAk 1

NED LOCKSLEY, THE FETONIAN.  Uniforin with ¢ Fast
Lynne " Urown ssn Lan Hotatra ot W

AL Wt who we sow hadd writes with force wil) beany aned, what we want
Meal i Lionel Wtk (ovhtows e Tomses,

NOTES ON NOSES. By EDEN WARWICK. Feap. 8vo,
24 e,

O'BRIENS (AUGUSTIN P.» ST. PETERSBURG AND
WALSAW  seepos witnessed during 8 meabdence in Eresia and Poland in 130364 Ry
AUGUSTINE. O BRIAN  Pustave, Wik Pwstographsof the Rusaan Boyal bamily, v

ODD NEIGHBOURS. By the Author of * Lorl Lyun's

Witr! 3w
“ Many of the sketchee ate exemrd'ngty aqdrited, snd wondeefully vuded  The Anttor

of “lord Lynu's Wile® bas no nval in the collection of “oadd* fane re "o 20bin 1 ne ore
auly Negane,

OVER THE PYRENEES INTO SPAIN. By MARY
BYRE, Authac of A Lady’s Walks in the ~ath of Frinp” Crown ss,” 122,

PLANTAGENETS (LIFE OF TIHE GREATEST OF THE).
An Hisorical Sketch. Ky EDMUND CLIFFORD w120 .

PLATQ (SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF). By

Lady CHATTERTON  Feap. bve. 40,

POWELL AND MAGNUSSON'S LEGENDS OF IGE-

LAND. By ARNASON  Tranalated by Gronex Powris and B Maczisox, mo
With 29 beantiiul Ilustratione, o, 6,

PRENDERGAST (THOMAS), THE MASTERY OF LAN-

GUAGE ; GR, THE ART OF SPLAKING FUREIGN LANGUAGES IDIOMALL-
CALLY. #vo. &1 6d. *



PUBLISHER IN ORDINABY TO HER MAJESTY. 13

le'm' By the Author of ‘The Iuitials.’ Uniform with
* Kast Lyaue With 3 Musirations.  Ceown svo, 82
" A muat Interesiing novel"— Fiows,

READE'S (CHARLES) IT .S NEVER TOO LATE TO

MNEND, By (HARLES READE, DCL Crown wvo, 51,

CHRISTIE JOIINSTONE. By

CHARLEN READE, DCL Comn mvo. de6d,

PEG WOFFINGTON. By

CHARLES READE, L'l. Crown avo. U5 Gl

REDEMPTION DRAWETH NIGH: OR, THE GREAT
:"i'}h\lu TON By e Bave Dro JOHN CUMMING S kdstun, Crown #vo.

l{()\[\\ CLASSICAL LITERATURE (HISTORY OF).

¢ s

R .\Sl LIS (lur]) CORRESPONDENCE OI‘ CHARLES

TAMEA TON Ve band I Coon s, 2y

SCHLUTER'S (114.\1411.\]: HISTORY OF MURIC. Trans-

bl fiom e Goran by Moa, ROBLEE JTUBBS cacfully mvisd and corredtsd by

e Aaihor  § Vol Guwn sy,

SCOTTS (lady)y TYPES AND ANTITYPES QF THE

GLD ANDONE Wl LT AMENT, Fiat svu fe

SEMIAATTACHED COUPLE (THE). 3y the Author of the

osembInacind Hhase” 20 b ey cner,

“It ln~. tealiy dutie our Leart goed o read this ple.wml novel. It ix rl?vu—\‘ery
clenir)” - Athenc um,

SHAKSPEARE'S CHARACTERS (ESS. \15 ON SOME OF).

By br MAGINN. Ciownonve  €x

SMITH'S (Dr.) RAMBLEN, THREOUGH THE STREETS

OF JONDON . with Anevdotes of thor mere anacnt Nesdents, Crown Sve, 68,

SMITHS ‘(. 8) BOOK FOR A RAINY DAY: OR.

RECOLLLCHIONS OF THL RYENTS OF THE YE, \lahﬂ&—lnl{! Fep. $vo. 2s.6d.

STEBBING'S  (Dr.) LIVES OF THE PRINCIPAL

ITALIAN POLTS *Crown ave, 7 ¢d.

STBANGFORD'S {Viscountess) I AQTLI\\’ SHORES OF

SOPHE ADRIATIC, By Viscountess SPRANGRORIL  Ju svo.  With vey many
* beautiful chrome-lithographs, 145,
* Lady Mrapgfond’s volume will give pleasure to all readen.’'—Daily News.

STRIGKLAND (AGNES), HOW WILL IT END? 3 vols.

Post 8ve.

TALES FROM BENTLEY'S MISCELLANY: Being a
Selection of the w &t and most (ntertaining Stories that have appesred In * BENTLEY'S
MisCELLANY. by its most Eminent Writers. 6 Vols, 15 rach  or € vols, 14, 8. cach,
sobd separately § or 2 $uls. Coth, €2
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THIERS' (M.) HISTORY OF THE GREAT FREXCH

)!l»w\LLTln\' FHOM 179 10 4801 By M HHERS Bn 8 volwoamall wve With

orty-otie Fiw Engravings and Fortrart of the it etteent Perwiages sagage ot i the
Revolutton. 3w,

Pogtrare of tan Duae or Ouieans Moz ne Camtee Drana eneg
Towrnary or Minasear Viamvarey o M Avpaseery
Pourrarr vi Larvrre Proemars s Baree Mo o Paps
Omntes or Tite G anbes be Cores Tatst oy Tann s Cowpd Pamsed ieom Ae,
Pozrrare o Mty Avwoiserer Pratrar or Passos
Rereay or s Bovar Fasny srox Ve Baarsaror Manoxe breason
REMMS Car s e Navtas
Pogerur oy Marar Boatkatton Bonis s ges
Tre Mok ar ras Tersnns fasr Veruno s By Ty e
ATTak vy fy Jtann Fortator Cavnerns
Minrezop o Prrsvore b bavrine Praved war Ingrry Pt
PoRTaAT b he Paoveses by favma e B es Bows e v Bt
wrgrs o M P o [AERTT N SRR A B
ERCRS7IRY S UNEUTILERS S fre Lo Vertomoe e 507
[T SN ST T SR R i \nui O T
Fawiy . \--'!' e
PRI S LR R ik‘-\."-!’\‘v‘
RERTar Vv ey [N | TS
et wer oo Mo At | TR NV RNt
F (RN RO E FICTRETTL Tror larw Batsia on ant g Nt = 100
A v ey ey Moy S ooar

Posry coet i iy
MR ATE SRR
t. G e
I8 ol .
Sl oronheg Theeys Frene  Be ot whe b FRnd BT gy S
Bee gy om tA,

TIMBS (JOHN) ANECDOTICAL WORKS,

POLTR IR OF ToNiaN 2V 0% o e

s base leonneifer et b b T Y
yan R ordamd M st Woiw i

a1

HE POMANEL Tard b JoNtany oh o gt

CENEURY 0 AN ol R e eV e oy

VEsoF WiEAND HE MO lisis oV e i

Vs ol Pt N O A T A T AT

Vs 0F BULRKE AND EARL OF CEVTIAM 1V T o0 Poopgt.

TOO STRANGE NOT To BE TRUF. A Nowl By
l“\l‘:"hhvl.'u\\\hll‘l(lr\ Aol hatyitnd T

2
ALY
(3 A1
3 1
6 L1

Mina, C1en

TOWN AND FOREST: A .'T()l.\ OF HAINHAULT

FORENT By rhe Author of * Mary Poweli 84

TRIBULATION (THE GREAT) COMING ON THE
EARTIL By the BES DE JOHN COMMING  Phuet erod Bhitaon €ooan kv, 52

TIMBS {JOIN) \\P(l)()TF—-Ll\LS OF WITS A\I)

HEMORISIS, 2 30'e pest s

PAINTF El;h. Post &vo,  Ca.
STATESMEN. Post 8vo.  Gs.

* Mr. Timba pothn of condessing the salient ponts, events, Siwd incidente s@the e
of 1 men, atd Ing them Ly way of anecdote in ehronclogictl orde r, 10 3
very h.xgxpy e "~ Noleh aned Queries,

CLUB LIFE OF LONDON. With Anec-

;lv ‘lm.'-l ;:w Ctuba, Cuffew-hosses, and Taverus during the hnl 1oth, and 19th ( “nturh 4,
o\ 1,
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L.

TIMBS (JOHN) THE ROMANCE OF LONDON. 3 vols.
B Post ¥ve, . .
CENTURY OF ANECDOTY, FROM 1750

TU 1s31. 2 vols, post Bvo.  Portrais. @14, .
“ The best vollection of aneedotes which modern titnes have produced,”—Atheneum.

TROLLOPE'S (ANTHONY) THE THREE CLERKS.

Crown o, Fao Plaes 6,
“ A peatly britliant tale, full of life and character” —Time s,

v\~ N ow ~ - 2 o1 .
UNCLE SILAS. By J. SHERIDAN LE FANU. Third
Fdaons Crownosve, Twa Hastratens,  of
¢ We enneluds by cordiatly e ommiending this remarkalle novel to all who have Icisure
P read st sansfied that for many a day aftorwards the characers there portrayed wils
Bowt e n b of thee who have b ame megaants! with then, Shakespeare's fauionl
e, Ml bath mntdered steep, moght be a'vred for fhe occssyn: for eertainly
Uil Sbis bas s nondercd sleef” a0 unny nopost meht, and s hixedy to murder it many
@t by that strange e of fantasies hke truth and truths bke fantasy
Sk i i Pas we e fome the petusad asof we bad been under a wizard's spell.”
—lume
. RGPS 13 11 o Sy ~DAT ~
WHALLEY (REV. DR.S)--LIFE, JOURNALS, AND
CORRLAPONDE N R oF PHE RLY Dr THOMAS SEIGWICK WHATLEY, LL.D.
onud o Dtercatine Correspe pdence wath Mis S s Moabune Prozzr, Miss Sowand,
Mes Haowoh M NeoNe bented by tle oy HILL D WICAHAM, Reetr of Hor=
Socten S e dsbare 2t Walos b Parirats dor
*h et woh Ty ] fore g sRete s o 1 seenes o detichtfully conae, as almost
for ol e mor farocl Mis ot M odeie ! tarday Leac

. MR Ry - -
WHATELY  tRICHARD), MEMOIR  OF, late ARCH-
Brsioit of CBEIN. Whth a wloee at las Contomperarie s and fimes By WL JL
PIEZEA TR R, bag s itk o8 sy Mergang Jer areer, Jatorary and Peesonal 3’

S el Ban s and Canbpsparipe of Torl € anaary,) e 230 st ria 218,

. SELECTIONS FROM® THE
gate Arcabestipof Todvane Fope v, be

Bebe oroam, (e cedee bats of An blashop Whately's writings 1
Cobb o ttcor Baley's 0 athe aum

WiihiNes o
]
WHAT To bO WITH THE COoLD MUTTON.  Feap.

sveods o d

WILKINGS (W, N ART ITMPRESSIONS OF DRESDEN,
BUREIN NG ANTWLEE; WHH SLLICHIONS FROM FHE G ALLERIES,

Postste ol .

E. | o 5 N < 5 .\ xe
YONGE'S (C. D) HISTORY OF, THE BRITISIT NAVY,
FROM JHE FARLIEST PERIOD TOWN TO THE PRISENT 'IME. By CHARLES
DUSE YONGE. I g vols ave with Mape, dax
“ The b ok 14 a bistory of evente vather than canss. In hic two velum s, Mr. Yunge
tells ma s of the most delightful pisedes e knslish Histay, There are uo br ghtag,
pages i the hostory of human strife than those detabig the sea-fights 8 ity aml
soventy Vo s age and pathags the brightest page of il i< that i which we read of the
losing \'nrk of won, ended, A« Mr, Yorges ¥x by the most glinous death ever yet
asazchanled the human being.” Such a histary of naval hghting and naval enterprise must
Intgreat evers vue, and in writing of it Mr, Yovge has had special advantager, The Ad-
miralty Board has opened 10 him {8 treasury of despatches and documents prior 1o the
year 1841 : aad, i desenbing occurnences before atd after that date, he has been yreatly
wrderd by the private eiters and journals of many of the leading men engaged w them.” —
Reader
» Far the lwln.\u}'. rowarch, and ability, which characteries these volumen, they merit
bigh conunendatiol.  Lhe great naval battles are describe ] with extraordinary power and
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.

distioctiess. We cannnt trte tuber any fistater of wond-psinting in which the pwture
produced f mers realand vivit We Bave a very goud scvount of ihe vBrivis expeditiens
of the N W passase, trn the fabiire of he Lost under Captain John Rova, down 1o the
con plete quccess of that sttaler Captan M Cite, Wee have ulse an excetlint voties
Captam Jawes Uouk, the grea navigator, with sn soconnt of bty several voyages atal dis-
coveried, whivh W Bl glive pleasure and estenction b many veaders,  As & nuditary bistery,
the great exctin clemen’s are ewtednlly £ ardudled th thedr projer places,  Such achieve-
ments as have flustrated cnr paval system are revonked with mnds forond sivienes
Mr Yonge's work Will be reganitel as sery oomp ety patrictle, and imjpwital, and osery
vtie whi adunt it te be ably aud ebantly writen - bl dews

YONGES ENGLISH-LATIN DICTIONARY. Dot 8vo.

95, ol Tu wse at kton, Harrow, Winche ster, and Bugby,

LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY. Post Svo.
Tooed O the two tegether, strongly bevaied i pecn 1%,

A sery eapital book, edther for the s
aenputnr o an wadmatie 1a: le, H
wishe s W examine the hil
Lann tnges by & sboetan e 3) Lot b
realiy weetul  Auglo-latin I tecary s over met aith ™ Spwecatin

NEW VIRGIL. With the Nnta-s.uf Hawrney,

Kev, aud Moxgo. Fostsve Tooad Toase at Rrow, Harrom, Wine Loster, 3t Rughs

¢ advanved pupsd, b wimbont who s st
\
A

AGGREGATE SALE, 45,000.

BENTLEY'S FAVOURITE NOVELS.

Tt erown Rvn, cach volane with 2 Dlustrations,
UNCLE SILAS. By J. SHERIDAN LE FANU.
TOO SCEANGE NOT To BE TRUE. Dy LADY GEOR-

WIANA 1OLLERION. 6,

EAST LYNNE. By M. WOOD, 6,

QUITS. By the Author of * The Initials " and At Odds” 6,
THE CHANNINGS. By the Author of * East Lynne”  6s.
NED LOCKSLEY, THE ETONLAN, s,

THE INITIALS.  B; the Autlor of ¢ At Odds " and ¢ Quits.” 6.
THE LAST OF THE GAVALIERS. s

MES. HALLIBURTON'S TROUBLES. ¢ By the Author, of

‘bast Lyrme” .

THE FHADOW OF ASHLYDYAT. Dy the Author of

* East byone,’
LADYBIRD. By LADY GEORGIANA FULLERTON.
ANTHONY TROLLOPES THREE CLERKS. -

ELON | PRINTED BY W. CLOWED AXD lmﬁ,"nnmnv NTRFRT AND CHARING €R0M,


















