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(
" IE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

v al.

)  AFFIDAVIT OF BISHOP JAMES EDWARD
VSe. WALSH,

ARALL, Sadao, et al.,

Defendants, -

)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

)
STLTE OF C4LLIFORNIA ( sS.
COUNTY OF SuNT4 CLARA )

I, JAMES EDWARD WalsSH, being first duly sworn,

on oath, depose and
say:

That I am now, and was st

ell times herein mentioned, a Bishop of
the Roman Catholic Church belonging

to and affiliated with the Catholic
Foreign Mission Society of Jmerica, elso known as the Maryknoll Society; tha?

at the time of the happening of the occurrence of the facts herein related T
was Superior General of the said Maryknoll Society;

That General Muto
Central Bureau of Military
I made his acquaintance,
e known to me regarding
Lions of 1941.

v dkira occupied the position of Director of the
«wffairs, with his office in Tokyo, at the time when
The followinz stetement contains the facts thaf

the part taken by General Muto in the peace nogotia~

le In late November, 1940, Father James M. -Drought of Marvknoll

(since deceased) and the undersigned were in Japan.

asked by Mr. Matsuoka, then Minister of Foreign iffai
message to Washington to the effect that the
negotiate a pocace agreement.

While in Tokyo, we were
rs, if we woud take a
Japanese Government rished to

48 far as I recall, Mr. Matsuoka wes not very
definite ebout the torms of such an é greements We wore told by cthor officials

end spokesmen that the Japaneso Government proposed as basic temns of the
agreoment on their part: (1) a guerantee to nullify their participation in
tho Jxis Pact, if not by public ropudiation, at least in some éefinite mamer
that would be effective and compleie, and (2) a guarantec to recall all

militery forces from China end to restore to China its geogrsphic and political
integrity.- Other conditions bearing on the relations of Jewmn end the United
Statos were to be explored and agrced upon in the convorsations that it was
hopced would ensuee, Theso additional conditions, largely e¢onomic in nature,
Wera also discussed with us; by Mr. Matsuoka to same little axtent, but at
groator length and with more detail by other representatijves of the Japanese
Governmont, among whom Mr. Tadao Ikawa (since docoased) known to us as & fricnd
and unofficial representative of the then Prime Ministey, Prince Konoye (also

8incc doceased) was the most assiduouss Fathor Drough# carriod on most of the

conversations, as I was largely occupied with missionary affairse

Whon it was reprosented to us that the message could not be sent
through the channel of tho damorican Imbassy,.owing to the ci rcumstance that

the Embassy messages were interceptod and decodod by the netionals of other
couniries, we egreed to tako the mossoge, provided that some assuranceaw‘ould
be forthcaming from represcntctives of the Japonese Army and Navy regording
v1¢ Japaneso unanimity of purposec in reaching an ogreoment and carrying it oute
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line-a~dey diary records she fagt that Father Drought and the
undersizno® were introduced to General Muto by Tedso lkaws on December 27,
1940. Genoral Muto was then Chief of the Central Bureau of Military iffeirs.
We met him et his office in Tokyoe He did no$ eppear to speak English, and
neither Father Drought nor the undersigned understood Japanese. acecordingly,
General Muto spoke in Jepanese, and Mre lkawa translated his statements into
inzlish for us then end theree I, the undersigned, mede no recard of the
conversation at the time, and I cannot pretend to recall now with complote
procision the exact words that General Muto used., I recall distinctly, howevcrg
the substance of what General Muto said, particularly the following statemontsa
(1) that he and his associetes in the Japanese Army were in accord with the
efforts to reach a peace agroement, and (2) that he would do all in his power
to further and asgist the eofforts to conclude a peace agreement. From this
interviow Father Drought and I received the impresaion that General Muto was
pledging himself « and as fer as it ley in his power, the irmy he represented -
to concurrence in the proposed undertaking.

I do not recall that thc actual terms of the proposed agreement
were discussed with General Muto, although it is quite possible that they were.
The interviow lested for some timc « perhaps twenty minutes, perhaps a half
hour; the conversation was leisurcly end fairly lengthy, and in its course
various pertinent points were touched upon. There may have been some mcntion
of the torms. However, I am uneble to assert of my own present knowledge thet
tho terms wore discussed. I havo tried hard to recall this circumstence, but
I possass no distinct recollcction in regerd to this particular point.

I seoem to recell, though rather wveguely, that Father Drought had
seen some raoprosentative of thoe Japanese Navy some days previously, and had
reeeived @ similar assurance on bchalf of the Navys I do not recall who this
representative of the Navy was, although I think that Father Drought must have
mentioned his name to me at the timo.

It hed beenrepprsssnted $o us from the beginning, chiefly by lir. Ikawa
but alsoby othors, that the puace proposals not only had the cancurronce of
the Prime Minister (Prince Konoyc), but were largely & matter of his initiatione
ie were told that we would be taken to see thoe Prime Minister before lecaving,
if we agreed to go to Washinzton. It was also mede known to us that the pro-
ponents of the plan would fecl more assurance if Father Drought and I both
made the journoy to Washington in persone.

Father Drought and I had booked tentatively on & ship to return
to America. It was to sail from Yokohama on December 28, 1940 The evening
before the ship was to sail (later on the same dey of our visit to Genecral
Muto) we were taken to the Prime Minister's office in Tokyo to seec hime The
Primec Minister was out at thc time of our call, cnd we sailed the next day
(December 28th) without seeing hime Our ship was the Nitta Marue

2e. Father Drought anmd I proceeded to New York, arriving there

Jenuary 13, 194l We got in touch with Mr. Hull, thce Secretery of Stato, as
promptly as we coulde. « Hull arranged to have us explain the Japanesc
proposals in the presence of President Roosevelt and himself. On Thursday,
January 23, 1941, we were in Washington, where we explained the matter to the
best of our ability to the President end Mre Hulle Mr. Frank C. Walker, the
Postmaster General, wes olso present at the meoting, which took place in the
Prosident's offices Tho meeting lasted something like two and @& helf hours,
perhaps slightly longer; and & lengthy explanation was givene The President
and the Secretary of State thanked us for the troublo we hod taken, and said
they would take thoe maetter under odvisemente

I beliceve it was shortly after this interview that our Government
decidod to investigote the Jcponese proposcls, and entered into sSame conversa-
tions with represontot ives of the Japenese Government relative 10 the mattere.

-l
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3e In June, 1941, I went again to Japan to resume my interrupted

visitation of the Maryknoll missioners there and elsewhere in the Far East, I
failod from San Fraueicoeo on June 5 and arrived in P=pan or. June 19~ I

carried out a complete visitation of our missioners in Kyoto (Japan) and in
Pyengyang (Korea)e I wished to proceed to Fushun (Manchkuriz) for a gimilar
visitation of our missicners there, but I was informed by the local police in
Korea that I would not be allowed to proceed to “Iilu:..;}“ MO resson was given
for the prohibition, I returned to Kyoto (Japan) wund By  1nt ceen long there
When I was sought out by Mr. Tadao Ikawae Mr. Jlk-wa he vsen sent to Washington
to take part in the beace agreement conversations, end had now concluded his
mission and returned to Japane He informed me that the P&ace pitoposals had
encountered difficulties, but that there was stiil sore hoye of a sicesssful
termination, He sked me 1f I would lend my assistarce in continuing the
negotiations, particularly in the matter of he- pirg to get messazes to and

fram the Siute Dem rtment in Washington end t> ani t-om the Anerican IDmbassy

in Tokyo. On reflection I roplied that I wcuid 2o so to the extent T considercd
proper, if the American Embassy approved myv Coing S0e This was in lata august,

1941..

On consulting Mr. Bugonoe Doomen at tho American Bnbassy in Tokyo,
I was advised that my cooperation in the capacity outlined might prove useful,
and I understood that T was more or less cncouraged to perform “iL s 1 ttlo
function of helping to “ranamit information when nced arcao. I vndess
also that Mr. Dooman conenited Mre. Grew, the Ambassador, about tnis procecdure
and obtained his approval for ite.

Mre Ikawa and I then spent something like two months in facilitating
the exchange of information and messages between the Japenese Government, on
the one haend, and the United States Geverrment as represented by the State
Department in Wushinzton and the American Emvassy in Tokro, on the othzr,
There were many essaiese All the messsezas “or the So8te Depavtuert forwarded
through my agency were sent by me Lty cablagram, under rev own nane and

B -

TS

English, but zoncezled under missionsary paraseulogy, favnar orowwn’
Maryknoll, New York, for trans.inscion Lo tiis cificizls of the Siate s
All the messages for the Anerican Enbassy in Tcokyo weoa takon w3 tae Lo
personally by me and given to Mre Eu

A
)

During this period T lived partly at the Fujiya Hotel in Miyanoshita,
and partly at the Beach Hotel in Kamakura, sometimes in tae company of Mrs
Tadao Ikawa and sometimes alonce Mre Tkawa awakened me very enrly one morning
in the hotel at Miyanoshita and said that he thought it would be safer if we
changed our place of residencees He explaincd that same of the extremist
celements might mako trouble for us, if wo remaineds I understood him to
refer, not to the ordinary people, but to thec militaristic and pro~Nazi
elements in the Government or the Army or bothe I distinctly recall Mr.
IKz7a's statement at this time to thc offoct that Genoral Muto was protect ing
our aciivities and would continuc to do so to the best of his ability. However,
he alsu 22:3 thet it was not possible to safesuerd us egainst every possible
eveniualiiy, so we removed at once to Kamakura.

At Kamakura T continued for another month to transmit messeges in
the manncr al ready deseribede I dig not see General Muto during this period,
nor egain a% any timee I am satisfied that the cxchange of messages could not
have gore on in the °Pcn manner and to the oxtent it dig without the active
help of Cererol 13%0, @hough my conviction rests onl
Situation Lhen exisving in Japan and the statements

-G
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Le On Octobor e 1941, I WoS askod by Mr, Ikawa if I would tako
anothor message f rom the Primo Minister (Prince Konoye) to Preosident Roosevell
in Washingtone I seid 1 aould consider it. 1 went to the American Embassy and

consulted Mr. Eugene Dooman about the proposale Mr. Doomen referred the matier
to Mr. Grew, the Ambassador, and then edvised me that the Embassy approved ny

taking the messagee. 1 then went to the Prime Minister's office, where I was
given the messageCe Prince Konoye recited his message to me in Japanese, and
it waswmendered into English for me on the spot by Mre. Ito (described to me
as Secretary of the Cabinet Information RBoard), who was present at the inter-
viewe The message was & short statement thatl reaffirmed the desire of the
Japancse Government to conclude the peaceo agrecmente Tts rcal intent, as 1
wes given to understand by Mr. Ikawa end Mre Tto, was to intimate that thc
pressure of events on the Japanese Government was such that it would not be
able to negotiatc much longer, but would have to reach an agreement very soon
or not at alle I tried %o make this clear in a memorandun which I later gave

Mr. Hull, the Secretary of Statce

Mr. Ikawa then gave me a ticket on a Japanese planc that was to
1cave for Canton, China, the following daye He told me that the ticket had
becn secured for me by General Mutoe. He also gave me & safe=conduct lettcer
from General Muto, writton in Japancso script and signed with General Muto's
namce This letter is now in the files at Maryknoll, New vorke He also gave
me a code name for General Muto, to be used in case it should become necessary

to rofer to him in later messSageSe The code name was "Flowcrs®e.

There is no doubt 1in my mind that tho safe-conduct letter of General
Muto enabled me to proceed successfully from Tokyo %o Hongkongs preparatory to
reaching Washington with my messagee 1 left Tokyo on October 15, 1941e When
the plane arrived in Fukuoka, the officials there appeared bent on making me
turn back, until I produced the letter of General Muto. The Same thing
happened a few days later when T attempted to leave Canton, China, to &° to
Macao by boat and thence to Hongkonge The plane I had been on from Tokyo ¥O
Canton was filled with Japanecse AImy officers. It also stopped at Naha
(overnight) and Formosa, but I do not recall if it was necessary to usc

Gencral Muto's letter at thesc placesSe

While in Canton, I learned that a change had oceurred in the
Japancse cabinet and that Prince Konoye had resigned. At the first opportunity
T cabled Mr. Ikawa in Tokyo to ask if there had been any change in policy oOr
attitude that would affect the validity of tho moesSsage T was carryinge Mre
Tkawa rcplicd to me by a cable to Manila, in which he said that Flowers
(General Muto) gave assurance that there had been no changce

I proceeded to Washington and delivered the mesSage of Princoc

Konoye to Secretary Hull on or about November 15, 1941le AloOng with the
message I also gave Mre Hull an explanatary memorandum in which I noted tho

faet that Gencral Muto had given the above assuranccCe

This concludes my knowledgo of General Muto's participation in the
ef forts to conclude a pcace agrocment bctwecn Japan and the United Statese

He It is the opinion of the undersigned that General Muto was of
vital assistance in initiating the offorts to reach a peace agreement betwoen
the United States end Japan, and in gsafeguarding the continuance of those
of forts throughout thg whaoloe course of thec subsoquent negotiationsSe
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50- Thoe writer of this statemont has nover roecoived any authoriza-
tion fyom the Department of State of

information incidontally obtained by
commission herein described.
of Messrs. Hunt, Hill
cowrt procoeding, and

him through the performence of the little
Tho statement hes boen prepared at the requost
and Betts of New York City for its possible use in a

its use for any other purpose is not authorized by mce

/8/ Jemes Eiward Welsh, M.Me.

Subscribed and sworn to beforc mo
this 8th day of J'uly. ‘.Doo 19‘&70-

3 shall S, Hall
Notary Public in and for tho County
of Santa Clara, State of Californiae
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  (
( SS,
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA (

I, Albert J. Nowlin, Clerk of said County, and of the Superior Court
in and for said County, the samo being & Court of Record, having by law
a secel, hereby certify that Marshall S. Hall whose neme i1s subscribed
to the certificate of proof, acknowledgmont or affidevit of the annexed
instrument, and thereon written, was at the time of taking such proof,
acknowledgment or affidavit a Notery Public within and for said County,
residing in seid County, duly appointed commissioned and sworn, and authorized
by the laws of said State %o administer oaths, and to take the acknowledgments
and proofs of deeds or conveyances of lands, tenements and hereditaments, in
said State, and other instruments to be recorded therein and to certify the
same; thet full faith end credit are and ought to be given to his official
acts; and I further certify that I have compared the signature to the original
certificate with that deposited in this office by such person and verily
believe that the signature to the attached certificate is his genuine
signature, and said certificate is required to be under seal, but the person
signing such certificate is not required by law to file in this off'ice an
impression of his officiel ®ale

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the
seal of said court at San Jose in said County and State on
the 8th day of July 1947
/s/ Albert J. Newlin Clerk

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)
(
)

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA

On this 8th day of July, AeDe, 1947, before me, Marshall S. Hall,
a Notary Public in and for the County of Sante Clara, Statc of California,
rcsiding therein, duly commnissioned and sworn, personally appeared JAMES
EDWARD WALSH, a Bishop in the Roman Catholic Church belonging to and
affiliated with the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America, also known
as the Maryknoll Society, known to me to be the person who subscribed his
name to the foregoing statement and ho acknowledged to me that he executed
the same.

/s/ shell S. Hall
Notary Public in and for the County
of Sante Clara, State of Californice
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’ IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.,

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF S4NT4 CLARG
STLTE OF CALIFORNIA, (
COUNTY OF SiNT4 CLLRA E
I, John D, Foley , one of the Judges of the Suporior Court of said State
and County, do hercby certify that ALBERT J. NEWLIN whoss name is subscribed
to the foregoing Certificate of Attestation, now is, and was at the time of
signing and scaling the same, Clerk of Santa Clara County, State of California,
and ex-officio Clerk of said above named Court and keeper of the Records and
Scals thereof, duly clected and qualified; that full faith end credit arc and
of right ought to be given to all of his official acts as such in all Courts
of Record and elsewherc; that said signature is genuine, and that his said

attestation is in duc form of lew and by thoc proper officere

Given undor my hand this 8th day of

July v 4o Do 1947

/s/ ohn D. Fol
Judge of the Superior Court of tho

State of Califarnia, in and for tho
County of Santa Clara

STATE OF CALIFORNLA,

(
(
(

COUNTY OF SuNT4 CLARA

I, _salbert J. Newlin Clerk of Santa Clara County, and ex-officio Clerk
of the Superior Court in and for said County and State, do hereby certify
that JOHN D. FOLTY , whose zenuine signaturc appeared to the foregoing
certificate, was, at the time of signing the same, onc of the Judges of the
Superior Court of the State of California, in and for the County of Santa
Clara, duly commissioned and qualifiod; that full faith and credit are and
of right ought to be given to all his official acts, as such, in all Courts
of Record and eclscwheoree

In Testimony Whereof, I have hercunto set my hand, and affixed the

seal of said Court, at my office, this O8th
day of July 4e De 1947

/s/ slbert J. Newlin

County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the
§uperior Court of the State of Cglifornia,
in and for the County of Santa Clara

7
il




