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Vessage of Premler Konoye to Marshal Pgtain,
Taken from the official docu-
ment dated July 15, 1941, in
the éuﬁtbdy of the Japanese
Forelgn Office.

The recent proprosal of the Japanese Governnent,

requesting to be afforded military bases and other

facilities, was forced to ba made due ta the inevitable

necessity of self-preservation and defense of Jaran and of
maintaining her position in the Great Fast Asia sphere. As
tq her obligations arising from the solemn International
Agreement concerning the territorial integrity and respect
of sovereignty of French Indo-China, the Japanese Government
is determined meet them most strictly. It may be needless
to reiterate here that nothing 1is further than its intention
to avoid any part of them.

The Japanese Government further desires toifulfjl these
obligations successfully withk a firm collaboration with
France and a common 4derfanse with French Tndo-Chine. The
actval situation in the Souwt}, as the Government has
instructed the Japanese Ambassador to explain to the French
Authoritles, has oome to such a stage as to allow the Javanes

Govermrent no further delay in making the proposal mentioned
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the actual state of affairs, with an eye on the gane?al
trend of chaotic world, and aecept our proposal open-
mincdedly without a'shéde of suspicicn as to the intention
of the Japanese Government. |

I have the honor to ciréctly appeal to Your ™xcellency
in my unchanged respect to Your ®xcellency and with my faith
in ?nur aound‘judgmant and resolute decision.
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Certificdte of Sour¢e and Authenticity = -

T, HAYASH;;Kaoru; who occupy the post of Chief of the
Archives Sectioh‘of thé'Poréign Office, hereby certify that
the decument herété aftaqheé, written in TJaranese consisting
of 2 pages and 'entitled "Premier KONO™!s Message to Marshal
Pétain, July 15th, 1941" is an exact and anthorized copy of

an official document in the custo?y of the Javanese CGovernwent

(The Prreign bffice).

certified at Tokyo

on thls 28th day of Cctoher, 1¢47

/S/ HAYASFI, Kaoru (seal)

T hereby certify that the abave signature and seal

were affixed herrto In the presence ofthe Witness,

at the same place,

on this same date.

witness: /S/ SggbaTakegch (seal)
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: I, HAYASHT, Kaoru, who occupy the post of chief of

é ; the Archives Section, Foreign Ministry, hereby certify ' )

g 2 that in May or Tune, 1947, wr, NIINO,Katsumi, Aefensge

% 5 counsel at I}H.T:F;F. had requested this section to invrstigate

! [ whether or not the original letter of €X=Premior KONOYR sent

k : :

: J on July 15, 1941 to Warshal fetain was in existence, and %

' : - that T had replied that T was urable to find the original |

; b letter at that time.,

E_ j certified at Tekyo,

; : on this 22th day of November, 1047

: 3 |

; 3 /B/'HAYASHI, Kaoru (seal)

? T hereby sertify that the above signature and seal we re

% affixed hereto in the presence of the Witness.

| at the same rlace, on this same date.,

E | '"Witnesss /S8/_URAR®, Katsuma ., (seal)
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