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- An Essay on Propriety. |

By Wong Yu Cheng

A Student of the Nanyang Commercial Academy

What is Propriety ? The word ‘‘ Propriety * has been so
differently explained that no single definition ecan cover its
. full significance. In the Li Ki, however, it had been well
defined as the superior standard of heaven, the righteousness
of earth, and the ethics of man. To make it more definite,
we may define it as the habit of showing respect to all
mankind. '

Propriety is as important to life as a track is to the
train. For not practising this quality many a man has failed
to be good. As a rule, a man of good morals is always the
man of true politeness, while a man having bad morals is
usually the man who is impolite or who is as rude as a savage.
To more forcibly illustrate the ‘importance of the subject it
will- be well to give what Mencius has said: ‘‘ Propriety is
the only thing with which we the men are superior to animals.”’

.
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Indged it will be shown how more important it is by extract-
ing what has been written in the Shih Ching: “ A man
rather dies soon than live without taking any exercise of Pro-
priety.”” From all these quotations will be seen its paramount
importance to mankind, and it is therefore wise to learn to be
polite as soon as possible,

As to how to learn.to be polite, it is quite hard to say.
Oue thing, however, should be brought to mind, that we should
be polite not only to our elders but also to our closest compau-
ions; for it is the commonplace remark that familiarity always
breeds contempt. Confucius also has well said: ‘“Be careful
not to speak and hear any word, or do any act, or even give any
. look which all are at variance with Propriety.”’ In short, if
you want others to be polite to you, first be polite to others as
much as you possibly can. )

It is regibttable to say, however, that there are a great
many people who take little or no care about politeness
-and perbhaps who are mostly ignorant of what it is. It is
frequenily seen that they treat every one about them, even
their elders and parents, with scant respect. They do so,
simply with the wrong idea that all men in the world are equal
.in rank; so there is no need of what is called politeness.

Now have you the same wrong idea? If notf, do not be
satisfied with being polite only to betters but still go on; that
is, you should be polite even to strangers or foreigners. The
more polite you are the more respected you will be. On the

other hand, if you confess you do have the same wrong idea,
do away with this immediately that you may turn to be polite,

“and thus command the respect that every young man should
desire to possess. :

LREAREASRBABE 485 KA R
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ENGLISH SECTION ' 3

An Essay on Propriety. I

By Chao Yuen Zang

A Student of the Nanyang Commercial Academy

It is idiomatically said that a stone could not be made into
a vessel without the procedure of cutting and polishing, and
again that if a mechanic would do bis labour well he should
sharpen his tools first. From these two facts we learn that
effective tools and the work of cutting and polishing are the

necessary steps to be taken for carrying out gnod works and
utilizing the rongh stones. '

As regards this subject it has the same effect as the above
suyings though being different. Why? Because one who in-
tends to be honoured and adored by the public must first of all
be accomplished in politeness even though one’s learning 1is
eminent and ability conspicuous. A man’s expectation can
hardly be met, the serious strife among human beings is in-
evituble; if without propriety to nip the trouble in the bud,
how can we get rid of the danger in future? But that is not
all, propriety may cultivate the friendship with one another and
may relieve from the extremity of law while familiarity often
breeds contempt. PFurthermore we remember that Confucius,
a great, statesman as well as an educationalist of China, im-
proved propriety, when he resigned the office of Premier in
the State of Lu; and that Mencius said, *“ Do not speak, do not
listen, do not look and do not move, if there is no propriety.
In addition we know Mr. Tan wrote a *‘ Book of Rite ’’ owing
to the fact that nothing is of greater importance to cultivate
the good character of man and to lead the person to the way of
right than propriety.
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From this point of view there is not a slighiest doubt
that people like us should .be polite to parents; teachers,
Triends, brothers, sisters, etc., otherwise we are impossible to be
leaders in society or even an example in the family. How
can we be excused from reproaching those who despise us, if
we do not reprove ourselves severely for impropriety to others ?
. Every one, therefore, should keep the following words in mind
that no one is offended by too much politeness and that obser-
vance of propriety gives no fault.
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How am | Spending the Summer Vacation?

. By Charles C. Voong, July, 1216

Spring has gone, and summer is come. The sun shines
more brightly, the day is longer, and the weather is growing
hotter and hotter. All these remind us of nothing but the
change of seasons. In summer, the schools generally have a
vacation of two months. Most of the students return home
and have a rest. This means that they seek to pass this
period of time in different ways: - Some will put their books
aside and remain idle at home; some will indulge themselves
to some bad ends; and still some will take a trip to some
famous places to visit those beautiful and historieal 'scenes.
The former two ways of pastime are evidently improper and
even harmful, nothing more than to waste their time; the
latter, to travel in the hot, sultry weather, seems also incon-
venient and disadvantageous. The only way for us to pass
the summer vacation to the best advantage is to read, to review
what we have studied, or to prepare what we intend to attain.
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Though we can not do our studying in the daytime, we can
do it in the evenings which are generally cool and breezy.
This is the time for us to study several hours. |

Tn response to this demand, summer schools are organized.
The chief aim of these schools is to render ithe students
advantages by utilizing their time in the proper way anc to
give them a certain amount of knowledge in this short period.
In such a way, our knowledge-store may be broadeuned; our
intellect may be trained without cessation; and our brain may
not remain idle though we are kept off from our definite
study in school. Without doubt such schools will give a great
deal of benefit to the students. _

As the summer schools are so indispensable, they are
organized everywhere during the summer. In regard to the
summer school in Shanghai, the best-composed and most -
appropriate is the Y. M. C. A. Summer School. It is organ-
ized by the Y. M. C. A., specially for educating students dur-
ing their summer vacation. All the instructors are well-ex-
perienced and experts. The total enrolment of students is over
one hundred and eighty. Their motives to attend this school
are various. Some of them having failed in the final examina-
tions in the Day or Evening School of Y. M. C. A., are
attending the summer school so that they may make up for
their failure by more work and receive the certificate of
~ graduation. Some have the idea to prepare the lessons for
next term so that they may study more efficiently. But most
of them have the object of utilizing their time, improving
their knowledge and keeping away from those distractive and
licentious places of recreation, where a youth may be easily
deluded and tempted.

There are two departments of courses in this school,
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languages and commercial courses. 'The latter consist of classes
of typewriting, book-keeping and commercial practice, and are
particularly offered to business men. The language courses -
consist of classes of English, Chinese classics, German and
French. Most students attend the English Course in which
eight grades are being taught, from beginners to advanced
students.

I, by a recommendation of & friend, am attending the Eng-
lish Course with the object which is common to the rest, and
am classified in the Eighth Grade. Our class-room is situated
on the fourth story of the Boy’s Building, We have two
hours of instruction in the evening on every Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. It is safe to say that this
is a very good place not only for reading but to indemnify
ourselves for the heat and inaction of the day by enjoying
the tempered sweetness of the air. Indeed, we are killing iwo
birds with one stone. It is beyond doubt that we have utilized
our time properly and expect a great success at the expiration of
the course. )
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The Important Points of Letter=wriﬁn_g

(By Chang Ling)

Letter-writing is one of the branches of the art of Com-
position, with which we are able to transmit opinions, and
from which we are able to obtain messages, It is therefore the
most useful thing for everybody, and more frequently used than
writing composition in another way.
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" In accordance with English letters, styles are divided into
formal and informal. However, they are the next thing to
be attended by the beginner. The mest important points are
clearness and simplicity.

Clearness is necessary to all kinds of letters, for the Ob]eet*
of writing letters is to make some one know what you are
doing, and what you are wanting. If you cannot express
clearly what you wish to say, but ambiguously, the recipient will
not only find it difficult to understand them, but cannot avoid
mis-understanding. Certainly it is the chief important point
of writing letiers.

" Asto simplicity, it is especially necessary to business letters,
for the man whom you are addressing has no time to waste,
and wants to know the facts as quickly as possible. There-
fore if one, who writes a letter, sets forth the fact only which
he thinks the recipient ought to know, he is surely intelligent.
Otherwise, to confuse the recipient 1s the result.
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Patriotism

Patriotism means loving one’s country or one’s devotion
to the welfare of it. As the English love England; Americans,
America; so shall we Chinese love our beloved country China.
Every country in the world struggles  for its existence and
prosperity. In order to accomplish it every citizen must per-
form his duty and protect and love his country. Then he
can enjoy the fruit of greatness and glory of his country. On
the contrary, the nation becomes weak and its influence in-
significant and the pepple gradually lose their liberty and be-
come slaves of other nations.
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Patriotism is of utmost importance for a nation and upon
it the nation’s prosperity and ‘ownfall depend. We see,
for instance, Joan of Are, who was merely a French peasaut girl,
loved her country so much that she was able o foree the
“English to retreat from the siege of Orleans. Though she
was ‘burned later as a heretic, yet her patriotism was un-
deniable. By her patriotism, France was saved from foreign
danger. Look at the three Iialian heroes, Count Cavour,
Mazzini and Garibaldi, through whose patriotism new Italy
was built. On the otherhand, we see those countries like
India, Poland and Korea which were destroyed by England,
Russia and Japan respectively. They were destroyed not be-
cause they had no men or money but because they had no
patriots. It makes us sad to mention how they suffer now
with nothing they enjoy but oppression, misery and disgrace.

What shall we as citizens of the Republic do for our
- beloved country ? 8ink or swim, live or die, survive or per-
ish, it entirely depends upon us. Do we expect to save our
courtry from danger to safety and from weakness to power?
Then patriotisin is absolutely needed. Remember the famous
saying of the American statesman, China for Chinese. If our
couniry be built up on the patriotism of us citizens, we can
resist our enemies very easily, no matter how strong they
may be. If not, though we have great population and won-
derful resources, we can never make our country prosperous and
sirong. '

In conclusion, to save our couniry there is no other way
but patriotism of every individual. If all of our people have

got this virtue, China then will, no doubt, be a great country
in the Far East, otherwise, follows the partition.
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