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1. Summary of the research plan

Wikipedia Primary School

Providing on Wikipedia the information necessary to complete the cycle of 
primary education in the languages used by the different education systems.

A project allowing students, families and teachers to  find on Wikipedia the documentation necessary to 

obtain the primary school qualification in their country, in their language.

Wikipedia is meant to be an educational tool and it is currently available online, via mobile phones and 

offline. Experiences have shown that, once  accessible, Wikipedia does not provide  information that 

responds directly to curriculum-based questions. The project relies on Wikipedia as an existing and 

growing resource, it solves the need for an encyclopaedia capable  of responding to curriculum-based 

questions, and it fosters Wikipedia content, quality and outreach.

Wikipedia Primary School contributes to universal primary education and to the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDG2: Achieve Universal Primary Education). Even if it is scalable  and international, the project is 

conceived primarily to address African countries and languages. 

The joint research project Wikipedia Primary School, developed within a  Swiss and South African 

collaboration, specifically focuses on the theoretical frame of the project and in developing and evaluating 

a system to assess Wikipedia articles for primary education and to involve a wide network of scholars and 

contributors in their production. The  project is an applied research involving a team lead by SUPSI 

University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland and the  University of Cape Town, and 

benefitting from the partnership with Wikimedia Switzerland, and the Africa Centre based in Cape Town.

2. Research plan

2.1 Current state of research in the field

Wikipedia is already the most powerful and accessible educational tool but it 
does not respond to curriculum-based questions.

The project moves from  the observation that Wikipedia is already the major contemporary and 

mainstream source of information. With over 400 millions readers, 280 linguistic editions and more than 

10 million articles, Wikipedia is the largest and most used encyclopaedia and an incredibly powerful 

educational tool. It is an online archipelago of websites, it is accessible via computers and mobiles 

phones, it is available offline on CD, DVD and USB keys and its content can be freely used, reused and 

modified for commercial and non commercial purposes.

1. Wikipedia is currently available via mobile phones for free in Cameroon, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Niger, Tunisia, Uganda (provided by Orange), Malaysia (Digi), Montenegro 

(Telenor), Thailand (dtac), Saudi Arabia (STC)1. Wikipedia Zero is a project promoted by Wikipedia 

Foundation which focuses on building partnerships with mobile phones companies in order to allow 
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1 Mobile partnerships (2012, December 6). Wikimedia Foundation, retrieved 12:38, January 4, 2013 from http://
wikimediafoundation.org/w/index.php?title=Mobile_partnerships&oldid=85354.
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access to Wikipedia via mobile phones for free (Wadhwa 2012). 

2. Content on Wikipedia is not only for Wikipedia. Wikipedia is an Open Educational Resource (OER) 

under Creative Commons attribution share alike license (CC BY-SA); this license allows all content to 

be used, reused and modified freely and for free, as long as it is attributed and the derivative works 

are provided with the same license.

In 2011 the non profit association Wikimedia Kenya has distributed Wikipedia  offline  in several Kenyan 

high schools. The initiative was welcomed by teachers and students, yet the experience showed a  gap: 

students immediately noticed that Wikipedia was a  valuable resource, but it did not provide  content 

relevant to their curriculum-based questions. 

Wikipedia

Imagine a world in which every single human being can freely share in the sum of all 
knowledge. That's our commitment. 
Wikipedia and Wikimedia movement vision.

Wikipedia is at the  centre of a growing research literature. It is the object of analysis which focuses on 

particular on open collaboration: motivations, assessment, systems of internal control (Benkler 2006, 

O'Neil 2009). A specific literature and a series of data analysis are also highlighting the inadequate 

international outreach and participation of Wikipedia. Wikipedia presents an over-representation of the so-

called Western-based subjects and an under-representation of the subjects related to the so-called 

“Global South” (Ford 2011, van der Velden 2011, Graham 2011).

Wikipedia is an encyclopaedia and it is meant to provide general information on a  subject. It is not a 

schoolbook and it requires a certain degree of literacy to be  read and understood. Thanks to their license, 

Wikipedia content can be republished, adapted and reused for new and different purposes.

There are  285 linguistic editions of Wikipedia; 32 of the 35 languages used for instruction in Africa have  a 

Wikipedia edition. Seychellois Creole (used in the  Seychelles), Luba (used in Congo DR) and Southern 

Ndebele  (used in South Africa and Zimbabwe) do not have a Wikipedia edition. Southern Ndebele has a 

test running since 2009 on Wikipedia Incubator with only one  article written. Looking at Wikipedia  editions 

in the languages used for instruction in Africa, only English, French, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese have 

over 750’000 articles; Arabic has almost 200’000. Between October 8th and November 8th, the growing 

rate of those editions is between 3’000 and 23’000 articles; the other editions have a rate between 30 and 

378 articles (Afrikaans and Swahili Wikipedias have the  most significant growing rates). Only Malagasy 

and Yoruba Wikipedias have  over 30’000 articles but a  very limited growing rate (-1 and +53). Those  data 

summarise the current state and hierarchy of Wikipedia editions.

Wikipedia is provided for free on smartphones in 18 countries of Africa and Middle East by Orange mobile 

phone company. Wikipedia is also provided offline. In particular in 2012 a  new Kiwix-USB plug has been 

developed by Kiwix and Wikimedia France  and distributed in Africa specifically through the  Afripedia 

project.

Wikipedia has a quality assessment process. According to the guidelines, the best Wikipedia articles 

should meet the polities regarding content and have to be well-written, comprehensive, well-researched, 

neutral and stable. Furthermore, they have to have a concise lead section that summarises the topic and 

prepares the reader for the detail in the subsequent sections, and an appropriate structure with a 
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substantial but not overwhelming table of contents. The article’s length should be  appropriate so that it 

“stays focused on the  main topic without going into unnecessary detail” and be illustrated with 

appropriate and sufficient media. The Wikipedia Quality Assessment projects have developed independent 

and collaborative  evaluations systems. Featured articles and quality articles ratings are assigned through 

a community procedure. The overall impression is that Wikipedia in English presents an average of 

qualitatively better articles and that Wikipedia gives better performances on articles on specific subjects, 

than in general, introductory ones on a  particular subject. The quality of Wikipedia articles still needs to 

be assessed and verified also outside the remit of Wikipedia and collaborative processes.

The experience of the offline distribution of Wikipedia implemented in Kenya within the project Wikipedia 

for Schools showed that the content of Wikipedia  in English distributed in thirty Kenyan high schools was 

welcomed but it did not offered content sufficiently linked to the Kenyan school curriculum. Students 

requested content more specifically linked to their curricula.

Primary education

Achieve Universal Primary Education.
MDG Millennium Development Goals number 2

Primary school education is at the centre  of the second Millennium Development Goals (MDG) which aims 

at achieving universal primary education and it is related to  the goal number 3, which aims at promoting 

gender equality and at empowering women. Furthermore  the MDG are linked to the “Education for 

All” (EFA) programme led by UNESCO. The 2012 EFA Global Monitoring Report stats that: “on current 

trends, the goal of universal primary education (UPE) will be missed by a large margin”. In November 

2012 UNICEF released a study that forecasts a 4% increase in the global population of children by 2025. 

By 2050 “1 in every 3 births – almost 1 in every 3 children under 18 – will be African”. In some Sub-

Saharan African countries, the population of school-aged children will double between 2010 and 2025.

Primary education constitutes the ground for the development of personality. It aims to enact literacy and 

to offer an essential contribution to understand the complex reality everybody lives in and to be part of it 

as a citizen. In primary school pupils  acquire and apply knowledge  and skills, and disciplines are means to 

achieve educational goals rather than simple set of notions. Primary education provides access to higher 

education and to a  workplace, as it provides the basic skills to engage in entrepreneurship. It is also 

important to mention that contents and skills  related to primary education do not refer to  children only. 

Primary education involves adults, lifelong learning and the opportunity to develop and maintain skills. 

The specific challenges related to  mobility, migration and learning in a new language are strongly related 

to the  availability of Open Education Resources related to primary education in all languages. Primary 

education programs indicate skills that students must achieve. The European Union identified the key 

competences necessary for personal fulfilment, active citizenship, social cohesion and employability in a 

knowledge society and identified in the specific list as: 1) communication in the mother tongue; 2) 

communication in foreign languages; 3) mathematical competence and basic competences in science and 

technology; 4) digital competence; 5) learning to learn; 6) social and civic competences; 7) sense of 

initiative and entrepreneurship; 8) cultural awareness and expression. The  curricula  focuses on literacy 

and numeracy, and the knowledge provided needs to be meaningful to the  pupils’ own lives. Content is 

therefore related also to life skills, citizenship and it fosters the  capacity of understanding the  complex 
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reality of the world (geography, history, natural sciences, languages, mathematics, and technology). A 

balance  between local, national and international content is essential. The skills acquired in the first years 

of education are essential for the entire educational career of children.

Schoolbooks are not available to all students. Even South Africa shows the severity of the  situation. 

Teachers require additional training and teaching materials  in order to develop effective content and 

enable primary schools to reach their full potential. There are hardly any Open Education Resources aimed 

at primary school. Open Education Resources rather focus on secondary school and university. Publishers 

are a  major stakeholder in the control of textbooks and its business. Alternative models exist, and 

teachers and NGOs have a major role  in developing those teaching materials and new textbooks. We can 

approximately state that the languages used for instruction in Africa are  35 (considering official and 

permitted languages). In reality, in particular in the first years of primary school, children start learning in 

the language  they speak (the so-called local languages); if we count all those languages, the languages 

used for instruction in Africa  are far more than 35. In many countries children start their education in 

their own language; another national language is added since the early years and used consistently for 

further education. But as the  South African example shows, teachers are not always comfortable in 

teaching in the secondary national language; this gap has major repercussions on the entire educational 

career of children.

South Africa has released its White Paper on e-Education in 2004, yet computers remain in the office and 

are used for administrative  support and the ICT in Education survey in 2010 reports that only 6% of 

classrooms have computers connected to the Internet and used by learners who do CAT (Computer 

Application Technology) as a subject.

Education is an ecosystem involving many stakeholders: organisations, public institutions, local 

communities, school infrastructures, projects, individual initiatives... Due to the  complexity of this 

ecosystem, people who are part of it are  often unaware of the  scenario they operate in and they do  not 

benefit from best practices and the opportunity of relating to  other people and organisations. A project on 

Wikipedia should also provide access to this information.

Research gap

Providing on Wikipedia the information necessary to complete the cycle of primary education in 
the languages used by the different education systems.
The aim of Wikipedia Primary School.

The research moves from the current state  of research in the field, and it contributes to fill the existing 

gap between Wikipedia and primary education. More specifically, thanks to the Swiss and South African 

collaboration the research project developed within the frame of the SSAJRP satisfies the need for:

1. Producing the necessary frame to address and involve users (the Wikipedia community, partners, 

volunteers, scholars and experts in the field of education).

2. Defining and selecting relevant articles which respond to curriculum-based questions.

3. Facilitating the production of high quality and assessed articles on Wikipedia linked to primary 

education.
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2.2 Current state of own research and partnership aspect
The project is based on the WikiAfrica Primary School feasibility study produced in 2012 with the support 

of lettera27 Foundation. The study was developed by a research team which already involved three 

members of the current Swiss and South African research team. The feasibility study was an opportunity 

to analyse the  project context but also  to  establish and test an extremely fruitful collaboration. The 

Feasibility study focussed on Africa  and it looked at Wikipedia and at primary education with three case 

studies related specifically to Cameroon, Italy and South Africa. This first research looked at Wikipedia 

editions in African languages, the state of educational and related programmes developed by the 

Wikimedia movement, and the assessment processes used on Wikipedia. The South African case study 

highlighted the current state of primary education in South Africa, the potential synergies between 

Wikipedia and primary education, current projects in the field of Open Educational Resources and the 

potential institutions working in education which the project can address and involve.

Furthermore the project developed within the frame of the SSAJRP establishes a  network of two co-

applicants and two partners with complementary and specialised competences, and it involves an 

interdisciplinary research team. The partnership is designed to continue after the project end, and it 

addresses institutions interested in fostering further development of the Wikipedia Primary School project.

The project co-applicants are SUPSI - University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland and 

UCT University of Cape Town; the project partners are Wikimedia Switzerland and the Africa Centre. 

Approximately 25 other partners will be  involved during the project implementation (5 scientific journals 

and 20 institutions working in the field of education). All research members, partners and new partners 

involved will be part of the project think tank and they will contribute  to Wikipedia Primary School 

evaluation. They will be  involved through the Scientific Committee and they are asked to  provide their 

feedback for the project evaluation.

SUPSI - University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland

The University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland is a  Swiss university focussed on 

applied research. In particular the Laboratory of Visual Culture has been developing since 2011 research 

projects linked to Wikipedia and open licenses. The project “Mobile  Access to Knowledge: Culture and 

Safety in Africa. Documenting and assessing the impact of cultural events and public art on urban 

safety” (2011-2013) is focussed on the  cities of Douala in Cameroon, Luanda in Angola and Johannesburg 

in South Africa and it is producing open content also for Wikipedia; this project also  already established 

partnerships between the research unit and other 11 institutions (among which the University of Cape 

Town, African Centre for Cities).

Thanks to the research team from the Laboratory of Visual Culture at the Department for Environment 

Constructions and Design and from the Department of Formation and Learning, SUPSI specifically 

contributes to the project by focusing on managing and implementing the establishment of the Scientific 

Committee and the “Wikipedia Scientific Journal”, and by providing the support for the evaluation process. 

Iolanda Pensa, principal investigator, post-doc researcher, Laboratory of Visual Culture, Department for 

Environment Constructions and Design. Focus on systems of knowledge production and distribution in 

Africa. Scientific director of the project WikiAfrica and Share Your Knowledge: Creative Commons and 
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Wikipedia for cultural institutions for lettera27 Foundation (2007-2012). She directed the WikiAfrica 

Primary School Feasibility Study.

Luca Botturi, post-doc researcher, director of research at the  Department of Formation and Learning. 

Focus on educational technologies, digital learning and games for learning.

Davide Fornari, post-doc teacher-researcher, Laboratory of Visual Culture, Department for Environment 

Constructions and Design. Focus on interaction design and graphic design. He is the  coordinator of the 

research project Mobile A2K on the impact of public art and cultural events on urban safety in Douala, 

Cameroon; Luanda, Angola; and Johannesburg, South Africa; with all the  documentation produced in 

Creative Commons attribution share-alike license.

Giovanni Profeta, research assistant and technical collaborator, Laboratory of Visual Culture, 

Department for Environment Constructions and Design. Focus on web design and development, digital 

media and visual communication.

UCT University of Cape Town

UCT University of Cape Town is a  major research centre in the field of open content, intellectual propriety 

and education. The Intellectual Property Law and Policy Research Unit is an active contributor of two wide 

and extremely influential pan-African research: African Copyright and Access to Knowledge (ACA2K) and 

Open African Innovation Research and Training (Open A.I.R.)

The African Copyright and Access to Knowledge (ACA2K) is a project probing the relationship between 

national copyright environments and access to learning materials in African countries. The project looked 

at this relationship within an access to knowledge (A2K) framework, and it was developed with the 

support of Canada's IDRC and South Africa's Shuttleworth Foundation, and managed by the LINK Centre 

at the Wits University Graduate  School of Public & Development Management (P&DM) in Johannesburg, 

with research nodes in eight African countries: Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Morocco, Mozambique, Senegal, 

South Africa, and Uganda.

The Open African Innovation Research and Training (Open A.I.R.) is a project which investigates how 

intellectual property (IP) regimes can be harnessed in Africa to facilitate innovation through collaboration 

– and through making processes more participatory, knowledge more accessible, and benefits more 

widely shared. It is a pan-African research with case studies and at the same time it is a project which 

conducts foresighting research to develop scenarios for the future of IP, collaboration, innovation, and 

development in Africa.

UCT specifically contributes to the project by focusing on its network and by involving scientific journals 

and institutions working in education. The specific expertise  of the UCT team is essential for the project 

think tank and its development.

Tobias Schonwetter, principal investigator, director of the Intellectual Property Law and Policy 

Research Unit, University of Cape Town. Focus on open content, intellectual propriety, Creative Commons.

Kelsey Wiens, researcher, University of Cape Town. Focus on Open Educational Resources. She 

contributed to the WikiAfrica Primary School Feasibility Study and she developed the case study about 

primary education in South Africa and OER.
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Partners supporting the project

Africa Centre

The Africa Centre is a platform  for exploring contemporary Pan-African cultural practice as a  catalyst for 

social change. Since 2011 the Africa  Centre has been promoting the WikiAfrica in collaboration with 

lettera27 Foundation, which initiated the project in 2006. WikiAfrica is  a cross-continental collaboration 

that aims to increase the quantity and quality of African content on Wikipedia. In 2012 the WikiAfrica 

reached over 30’000 African contributions to Wikipedia by involving over 100 institutions, it developed the 

project Share Your Knowledge: Creative Commons and Wikipedia for Cultural Institutions (2011-2012) 

and it produced WikiAfrica Primary School Feasibility Study (2012). The Africa Centre is involved in 

implementing Wikipedia Primary School with a specific focus on the African continent and in training new 

contributors in Africa capable of involving institutions and developing outreach. The Africa  Centre is an 

institution active in the implementation of Wikipedia Primary School in specific territories and it 

contributes to the project as a major stakeholder and part of its advisors.

Isla Haddow-Flood, WikiAfrica  project manager at the Africa Centre. Focus on management and 

communication. She contributed to the WikiAfrica Primary School Feasibility Study and she is currently 

developing the project Wikipedia Primary School with a focus on training for new contributors.

Wikimedia Switzerland

Wikimedia CH - Association for the advancement of free knowledge is a non-profit association aimed at 

supporting the free  dissemination of knowledge in Switzerland, including projects hosted by the Wikimedia 

Foundation, among which Wikipedia, the multimedia database Wikimedia Commons, the collection of 

educational texts Wikibooks, the news portal Wikinews, the collection of quotations Wikiquote or the 

collection of books Wikisource. Created in 2006, it brings together participants and users of Wikimedia 

projects. They speak the four official languages of Switzerland (German, French, Italian and Romansch) 

and Alemannic dialects. It is recognized as a local association by the Wikimedia Foundation. However, it is 

a financially and legally independent entity, obeying different rules and leadership. Wikimedia Switzerland 

contributes to the project as a major stakeholder and a team of Wikimedia advisors.

Relevant institutions working in education in South Africa

Beyond the  two co-applicants and the two partners involved, it is important to mention the wide  network 

of institutions working in education in which can be involved and addressed by the project. In South Africa 

among them:

• School of Education at WITs (University of 
Witswatersrand)

• Alliance for Children’s Entitlement to Social 
Security (ACESS)

• Equal Education
• Symphonia
• Siyavula
• Eduation without Boarder

• e-Government for Citizens (E-G4C)
• LEAP Science and Math Schools
• IkamvaYouth
• Shuttleworth Foundation
• Mindset Network
• Dep. of Economics at Stellenbosch University
• South African Institute for Distance Learning 
• OER Open Educational Resources Africa
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2.3 Detailed research plan

2.3.1 Aims

Providing on Wikipedia the information necessary to complete the cycle of 
primary education in the languages used by the different education systems.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”. 
Nelson Mandela

The aim of the project is to allow students, families and teachers to find on Wikipedia the documentation 

necessary to obtain the primary school qualification in their country, in their language.

This means to  strengthen the capacity of Wikipedia to respond directly to  curriculum-based questions. By 

fostering content related to primary education in different countries, the project provides anyone with 

better, more complete and international articles on Wikipedia.

More specifically the project aims at:

1. Bridging Wikipedia and primary education. This objective implies to move the Wikipedia community 

towards a focus on primary education, and at the same time to strengthen the capacity of the 

education ecosystem to contribute to Wikipedia, and in general to open collaborative knowledge. 

2. Enriching Wikipedia with new content relevant to primary education. This objective implies an 

assessment of the articles produced.

3. Fostering the development of translations and new content in different Wikipedia linguistic editions.

4. Verifying and evaluating the use of Wikipedia as a source of information for primary education.

More specifically the  Swiss and South African joint research, implemented within the frame of the  SSAJRP, 

focuses on the  project scalability and in developing the necessary network and tools to  establish, promote 

and evaluate the project.

2.3.2 Methodology

The aim and the challenge of bridging Wikipedia and primary education for 
students, families and teachers.

“Among the human species there are several races.
The humans of black race live mainly in Africa, Oceania and America.
The humans of yellow race live mainly in Asia. And they are the most numerous.
The humans of white race live mainly in Europe, America and North Africa2

Jean Criaud et des enseignants camerounais, chapitre 21 Les races dans le monde, Histoire et 
géographie du Cameroun, C.E.2, Les classiques africains, 1992, p. 49.

To strengthen the  capacity of Wikipedia to respond directly to  curriculum-based questions, the project 

does not simply transfer content from national schoolbooks into  Wikipedia. The methodology of the 

project is based on the  idea of moving the Wikipedia community towards a focus on primary education, 

and at the same time to strengthen the capacity of the education ecosystem  to contribute to Wikipedia, 

and in general to open collaborative knowledge.

Wikipedia Primary School, p. 9

2 Tous les hommes et les femmes qui vivent sur la terre appartiennent à la même espèce: l’espèce humaine. Dans 
l’espèce humaine, il y a plusieurs races. Les hommes de race noire habitent surtout en Afrique, en Océanie et en 
Amérique. Les hommes de race jaune habitent surtout en Asie. Ils sont les plus nombreux. Les hommes de race blanche 
habitent surtout l’Europe, l’Amérique et le nord de l’Afrique. Depuis que les voyages sont devenus plus faciles, il y a de 
plus en plus des gents de differents races un peu partout.
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Wikipedia

Wikipedia is a very peculiar encyclopaedia. It is a wide community with specific policies, clusters and 

dynamics. Any contribution to Wikipedia needs to respect the way Wikipedia works, its rules and 

community. Therefore interacting with Wikipedia means to become part of its very community and to play 

a fair game. For those reasons, to contribute to Wikipedia the project follows two general rules:

1. It offers content to Wikipedia and its community rather that contributing directly to Wikipedia. it 

develops content offshore, by becoming a source available for Wikipedia with a compatible license. 

The project can make uploads, but the community is of course always free to accept or refuse them. 

Wikipedia history shows that the community welcomes high quality content which respects its rules.

2. It involves Wikipedia community.

3. It encourages volunteers and institutions already contributing to Wikipedia in developing the project 

autonomously with different approaches.

4. It encourages scholars to contribute to Wikipedia through a specific peer-reviewed scientific journal.

Education Ecosystem

Education is at the centre of a wide ecosystem of people and institutions. Students, teachers, parents, 

NGOs, educational programmes, private and public initiatives, governments, grant makers are  part of this 

ecosystem, together with all the  people and institutions who produce knowledge, distribute it and 

facilitate its access with educational programmes. All those people and institutions are  extremely valuable 

resources, they have specific knowledge and networks, and they are in any country of the world. It is also 

important to mention that many of those institutions and people already support Open Educational 

Resources: content provided with open licenses for educational purposes. For those reasons, to contribute 

to primary education the project follows two general rules:

1. It considers that strengthening the capacity of Wikipedia to respond directly to curriculum-based 

questions requires the involvement of the education ecosystem in the process. 

2. It supports institutions and people working in education to autonomously promote the project.

3. It encourages the production of Open Educational Resources for primary education.

4. It encourages the use of Creative Commons attribution-share alike licences or Creative Commons 

attribution for Open Educational Resources. Those licenses are necessary to use Open Educational 

Resources on Wikipedia. 

IP Intellectual Propriety and OER Open Educational Resources

Enriching Wikipedia  with content relevant to primary education means to deal with intellectual propriety 

and OER Open Educational Resources. Wikipedia has a Creative Commons attribution share-alike license. 

This means that all content uploaded on Wikipedia (text and multimedia file) require  a compatible license. 

OER Open Educational Resources are existing content provided with open licenses; this means that those 

resources can be used for educational purpose, but it does not mean that this content can be used on 

Wikipedia. Often OER have a more restrictive license than Wikipedia. For this reason 

1. It respect intellectual propriety.

2. It relies on existing OER Open Educational Resources.

3. It invites and support institutions in providing OER Open Educational Resources with a license 

compatible with Wikipedia.
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SWOT Positive Negative
Past •Despite critiques, Wikipedia is already the most power 

and existing educational tool. It has 400 million readers, 
it is the most used online source of information, and it 
provides for free content which can be used, reused and 
modified for commercial and non commercial purposes. 

•The wide Wikimedia movement contributes voluntarily to 
Wikipedia content and in making Wikipedia more 
accessible. The Wikimedia movement is open and 
anyone can join it.

•Wikipedia is accessible on mobile phones for free in 
numerous countries thanks to the project Wikipedia Zero.

•Wikipedia is accessible offline on USB-key and DVD with 
the specific offline interface Kiwix, also thanks to the 
project Afripedia.

•Wikipedia is already distributed in schools in particular 
thanks to OLPC One Laptop per Child, Wikimedia 
chapters activism and Afripedia.
•There are over 280 linguistic editions of Wikipedia and 
almost all the official and “permitted” African languages 
of the local educational systems have a Wikipedia 
edition.

•OER Open Educational Resources mainly focus on 
higher education and offer very limited open resources 
for primary school.

•Wikipedia presents an over-representation of the so-
called Western-based subjects and an under-
representation of the subjects related to the so-called 
“Global South”. 

•Wikipedia does not respond to curriculum-based 
questions in all countries.

•Few Wikipedia editors contribute to African content on 
Wikipedia.

•The majority of Wikipedia editors are in the US, Europe 
and Japan. Very few editors are based in Africa.

•The majority of Wikipedia linguistic editions are very 
small and with low participation. 

•Offline distribution of Wikipedia does not allow to edit 
Wikipedia and to contribute to it; this is a major limitation 
for the “encyclopaedia anyone can edit”.

•Primary schools still face in many countries major 
challenges: lack of adequate infrastructures (with of 
course very limited access to computers), large classes, 
teachers’ absenteeism and lack of schoolbooks and 
libraries.

Future •Access to Wikipedia is rapidly growing all over the world, 
online and offline.

•Wikipedia has the potentiality to respond to curriculum-
based questions in all countries of the world. 

•Contributing to the quality and quantity of Wikipedia 
content means to contribute to anyone’s knowledge.

•The new Wikimedia project Wikidata is providing a new 
tool to synchronise data on different Wikipedia linguistic 
editions.

•Experience has showed that a critical mass of content 
triggers participation. Several linguistic editions of 
Wikipedia have grown rapidly thanks to mass uploads (in 
particular by uploading stub articles about communes 
using existing database); once a critical number of 
articles is reached a linguistic edition has more chances 
to establish a growing and healthy community of editors.

•Primary school education is at the centre of Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG, n. 2-3) and linked to 
“Education for All” (EFA-UNESCO) 

•The first years of primary school are commonly taught in 
local languages and teachers often face difficulties in 
teaching in official languages when different from their 
mother-language. Providing content on Wikipedia which 
respond to curriculum-based questions in local 
languages 

•Education is made of a wide ecosystem of institutions, 
people and stakeholders.
•Supplementary educational tools can be provided 
outside Wikipedia on other specific projects (exercises, 
questions, content of exams and their solutions...).

•The 2012 EFA Global Monitoring Reports stats that “on 
current trends, the goal of universal primary education 
(UPE) will be missed by a large margin”.

•The community of Wikipedia is made of a large web of 
independent clusters. To contribute to Wikipedia it is 
essential to respect Wikipedia pillars and to negotiate 
with the communities the notability and relevance of a 
contribution. Individuals can “be bold” but institutions and 
projects produce better results when they are not. To 
avoid conflicts, it is important that institutions and 
projects conceive their contribution to Wikipedia as an 
offer to the community rather than a direct contribution; 
they can provide open content, support and networking.

•For institutions and projects, the most efficient and 
sustainable path to contribute to Wikipedia is the indirect 
and longest one. It requires to implement simultaneously 
more activities and to involve the largest number of 
stakeholders and communities.

•There are three main approaches in the assessment of 
Wikipedia articles: 1. Articles are evaluated in a 
collaborative way through a questionnaire published in 
the articles and open to anyone. 2. Wikipedia editors can 
collaboratively select “quality articles” and “featured 
articles” which need to meet a list of requirements. 3. 
Researchers study Wikipedia articles and evaluated 
them; the results of the evaluations are published in 
scientific articles. More assessment tools can benefit 
Wikipedia quality.

•Wikipedia is an encyclopaedia, not a schoolbook. It 
requires a certain degree of education to be consulted.

•Teachers are at the core of the learning process. Digital 
tools and any tool need to be part of the everyday 
teaching practices, otherwise they will remain isolated, 
provisional and ineffective.
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Activities
Based on the specific competences of the Swiss and South African research team involved, the project 

develops the following activities within the frame of the SSAJRP.

1. Establishment of a Scientific committee 

The scientific committee contributes to  the  project strategy, its monitoring and evaluation. The scientific 

committee is composed by the  project stakeholders (scholars, researchers, experts on wikipedians and 

education, teachers and parents) and it guarantees that interests are represented and the  different 

communities are  kept informed. The establishment of the scientific committee allows the project to 

broaden its network, to acknowledge the role and contribution of an international teal and to assure that 

each step of the project is developed with a collaborative and sustainable methodology.

The scientific committee aims at:

1. Defining a list of relevant articles which provide an indicator for the project overall milestone.

2. Contributing to the qualitative analysis of the project through its feedback.

3. Generating discussions and exchanges among people contributing to education, Wikipedia, ICT, 

Creative Commons and collaborative knowledge.

2. Establishment and implementation of a Wikipedia Scientific Journal

The “Wikipedia Scientific Journal” is a peer-reviewed scientific publication designed to  collect and assess 

content for Wikipedia. The “Wikipedia Scientific Journal” is open access, under Creative Commons 

attributions share-alike license; its content can be  used, reused and modified by anyone for free  for 

commercial and non-commercial purposes, and it can be used to enrich Wikipedia. 

The journal produces thematic issues launched with calls for papers. Anyone can submit articles; also 

existing Wikipedia articles can be submitted for peer-review. 

The peer-reviewers are scholars with academic affiliation; they are involved through partnerships with 

existing scientific journals (please refer to the specific activity).

The journal has the format of a traditional academic journal. It credits authors, Wikipedia authors (if 

pertinent) and the partner scientific journals. An open and editable edition of the journal is also  provided 

on Wikisource.

“Wikipedia Scientific Journal” aims at:

1. Addressing scholars and engaging them in contributing to Wikipedia.

2. Peer-reviewing new and existing Wikipedia articles with peer-reviewers with an academic affiliation 

and in collaboration with existing academic journals.

3. Producing calls for papers for specific thematic issues.

4. Publishing the articles on a traditional online journal under Creative Commons attribution share alike 

license. 

5. Attributing the articles to the authors and to the existing academic journal which is partnering with 

“Wikipedia Scientific Journal” for the peer-review process.

6. Assessing high quality articles which can be used on Wikipedia and translated.

The “Wikipedia  Scientific Journal” is conceived as a tool to allow the project to produce and assess 

Wikipedia articles related to primary education. At the  same time, while  focusing on its  specific aims, the 
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project tests the tool for further uses. The idea of establishing a “Wikipedia Scientific Journal” is in fact 

not new to the Wikipedia community (it was proposed as part of the  Wikimedia Movement strategic plan 

in 2009) and a similar concept was developed directly by some scientific journals which already produced 

few peer-reviewed articles for Wikipedia  (the most well-known examples were  implemented by the RNA 

Biology and by PLoS). The “Wikipedia  Scientific Journal” has therefore the assets to continue after the end 

of the project.

3. Partnerships with scientific journals and scholars

The partnerships with existing scientific journals allow to involve qualified peer-reviewers in different 

disciplines and to give a broader visibility to Wikipedia articles already published in scientific journals  and 

to disseminate this practice.

The partnerships allow also non open access scientific journals to contribute to Wikipedia; this is  due to 

the fact that copyrighted journals can use the “Wikipedia Scientific Journal” platform to  publish articles 

with an open license  different from the license  of their publication. This specific involvement can allow 

existing scientific journals to test the use of open access and its  beneficial effect on their visibility and it 

can be a first step to facilitate negotiations with publishers. 

Thanks to partnerships with existing scientific journals, articles can be submitted in different languages. 

The partnerships with scientific journals and scholars aim at:

1. Involving a wide team of peer-reviewers.

2. Benefitting from the support of established scientific journals and their role as stakeholders.

3. Supporting the visibility of scientific journals as first sources for Wikipedia. 

4. Partnerships with institutions working in education

Partnerships with institutions working in education are established in order to strengthen the capacity of 

the education ecosystem to contribute to Wikipedia, and in general to open collaborative knowledge.

More specifically the partnerships contribute to the project communication; they allow to invite a series of 

partners to implement to the project in particular in schools. 

Partners can promote the project by themselves and contribute to it with their content and knowledge. 

The establishment of partnerships is also the first step to collaborate with institutions and people  who can 

verify and evaluate the use of Wikipedia as a source of information for primary education.

The partnerships with institutions working in education aim at:

1. Acknowledging the role and importance of institutions already working in the field of Open Educational 

Resources.

2. Using already existing Open Educational Resources to contribute to the project.

3. Fostering the use of open licenses on educational resources among institutions working in education.

4. Establishing the condition to support institutions and people who can autonomously promote, develop 

and adapt the project to different territories.

Partners are invited to  join the project through digital communication tools (websites, news, mailing lists, 

e-mails) and by providing them with printed documentation.
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5. Evaluation

The evaluation collects and analyses data from the project. The evaluation allows to use those data, to 

monitor the  project, and to  verify its methodology and scalability. The evaluation is a transversal activity 

of the project.

The evaluation aims at:

1. Producing intermediate reports of the project, and the final report.

2. Producing papers about the project methodology and results.

3. Collect and use feedback from the project research team, the Scientific Committee, the partners 

(scientific journals and institutions working in educations) and the peer-reviewers for the qualitative 

analysis.

4. Collect and use data related to the projects (quantitative indicators, website statistics, number of 

users, number of participants, etc.) for the quantitative analysis. 

To allow a  proper development of the project evaluation, reciprocal visits and two symposia are organised 

to allow the research team to meet and to exchange with members of the  Scientific Committee and with 

institutions working in education involved as partners.
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2.4 Work division, schedule and milestones
Objective Activities Partners Milestones Indicators
Defining and 
selecting 
relevant 
articles which 
respond to 
curriculum-
based 
questions.

Networking with the 
possible members of 
the scientific committee

UCT, SUPSI 
and all 
partners

Definitive list of members 
(expected 20 members).

List of members, 
biographies of the 
members.

Defining and 
selecting 
relevant 
articles which 
respond to 
curriculum-
based 
questions.

Involving the scientific 
committee in the project

Managed by 
SUPSI

A list of relevant articles to respond 
to curriculum-based questions on 
Wikipedia; proposals for thematic 
call for papers for the “Wikipedia 
Scientific Journal” and feedback on 
the project. 

Feedback from the 
committee. 

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Structure of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

SUPSI General structure of the magazine 
and guidelines for contributors, 
graphic design of the magazine 
and website, establishment of the 
website. Call for contributors

Website with its content 
and draft of the first issue. 
Text of the call

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Structure of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

All partners Feedback on the structure of the 
magazine and the guidelines.

Edited revision of the 
website and its content

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Networking with existing 
scientific journals.

UCT and 
SUSPI

Contacts with a series of scientific 
journals (expected 5 journals).

Number and list of 
scientific journals involved 
and their feedback.

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Establishment of the 
peer-review system of 
the journal

SUPSI List of peer-reviewers and parter 
scientific journals on the website. 

Biography of the peer-
reviewers and description 
of the scientific journals

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Launch of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

SUPSI Three call for contributors in three 
years. The thematic issues are 
based on suggestions from the 
Scientific Committee

Contributions received

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Launch of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

UCT, SUPSI 
and all 
partners

Dissemination of the call, invitation 
to contribute to the Wikipedia 
community and through academic 
networks

Contributions received

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Peer-review process Managed by 
SUPSI

Selection of articles. In three years 
we expect that 200 articles will be 
reviewed

% of articles accepted. 
Feedback from the 
reviewers

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Implementation of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

SUPSI Publication of 100 articles (articles 
can be existing articles from 
Wikipedia, or new ones). Articles 
can be published throughout the 
year or they can be associated to 3 
thematic issues.

Impact factor, use of those 
articles on Wikipedia, 
feedback on Wikipedia, 
feedback from the 
Scientific Committee

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Partnerships with 
institutions working in 
education

UCT Establishment of partnerships with 
institutions working in education 
(expected 20 institutions).

Number and list of partner 
institutions contacted and 
their feedback

Facilitating the 
production of 
high quality 
articles on 
Wikipedia 
linked to 
primary 
education.

Partnerships with 
institutions working in 
education

SUPSI Publication of the partnerships 
online

Short description of the 
institutions

Scalability Evaluation UCT, SUPSI Reports (shared with all partners), 
papers. The evaluation process is a 
transversal activity implemented 
throughout the project and by all 
partners.

Publications in peer-
reviewed scientific 
journals, further 
developments of the 
project
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2.4.2 Schedule

Activity Partner Deliverables Year 1Year 1Year 1Year 1 Year 2Year 2Year 2Year 2 Year 3Year 3Year 3Year 3
Research on the 
national primary school 
system in South Africa.

Previous 
work

WikiAfrica Primary School Feasibility Study 
(2012) with a case study on South Africa.

Networking with the 
possible members of 
the scientific committee

UCT, SUPSI 
and all 
partners

List of definitive members and biographies 
of the members published on online.

Involving the scientific 
committee in the 
project

Managed by 
SUPSI

A list of relevant articles to respond to 
curriculum-based questions on Wikipedia; 
list of proposals for thematic call for papers 
for the “Wikipedia Scientific Journal” and 
feedback on the project collected in the 
reports. 

Structure of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”.

SUPSI Pilot issue of the project, journal website 
with texts and guidelines for contributors. 
Text for the call for contributors.

Structure of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”.

All partners Feedback on the structure of the magazine 
and the guidelines collected for the reports.

Networking with 
existing scientific 
journals.

UCT and 
SUSPI

List of contacts with a series of scientific 
journals and their feedback.

Establishment of the 
peer-review system of 
the journal

SUPSI List of peer-reviewers and parter scientific 
journals published online with short 
biographies and descriptions. 

Launch of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

SUPSI Three call for contributors in three years. 
The thematic issues are based on 
suggestions from the Scientific Committee

Launch of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

UCT, SUPSI 
and all 
partners 

Dissemination of the call, invitation to 
contribute to the Wikipedia community and 
through academic networks. 

Peer-review process Managed by 
SUPSI

Selection of articles by the peer-reviewers, 
feedback sent to the contributors. 

Implementation of the 
“Wikipedia Scientific 
Journal”

SUPSI Publication of 100 articles (articles can be 
existing articles from Wikipedia, or new 
ones). Articles can be published throughout 
the year or they can be associated to 3 
thematic issues.

Partnerships with 
institutions working in 
education

UCT Establishment of partnerships with 20 
institutions working in education.

Partnerships with 
institutions working in 
education SUPSI Publication of the partnerships online
Evaluation (with visits 
and symposia)

SUPSI Collecting data related to the project and 
archiving the project documentation

Evaluation (with visits 
and symposia)

SUPSI Reports for the Swiss side shared with the 
partners

Evaluation (with visits 
and symposia)

UCT Reports for the South African side

Evaluation (with visits 
and symposia)

SUPSI Short visits to South Africa for 2 people

Evaluation (with visits 
and symposia)

UCT Short visit to Switzerland for 2 people

Evaluation (with visits 
and symposia)

UCT Symposia related to the project

Evaluation (with visits 
and symposia)

UCT, SUPSI Papers
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2.5 Importance and impact

2.5.1 Broader impact
Wikipedia Primary School is a scalable and international project aiming at providing on Wikipedia the 

information necessary to complete  the cycle  of primary education in the languages used by the  different 

education systems. It is an ambitious project, but at the same time it is a concrete initiative with a 

specific goal: it responds to a  real need, it relies on existing networks and resources (Wikipedia and the 

education ecosystem) and it is structured to allow people and institutions to contribute to it. The very 

nature of the project is meant to produce a broad impact.

The Swiss and South African joint research developed in the frame of the SSAJRP focuses on Wikipedia 

and primary education to establish the necessary network  and to produce and evaluate a series of tools, 

which are meant to guarantee the international scalability of the project.

The establishment of a Scientific Committee and of a “Wikipedia Scientific Journal” aims specifically at:

1. Producing the necessary frame in order to address and involve users (the Wikipedia community, 

partners, volunteers, scholars and experts in the field of education).

2. Defining and selecting relevant articles which respond to curriculum-based questions.

3. Facilitating the production of high quality and assessed articles on Wikipedia linked to primary 

education.

Those preliminary steps are essentials to involve the relevant stakeholders and to generate the necessary 

structure to develop the  scalability of Wikipedia Primary School at an international level. The entire 

project Wikipedia Primary School will not be  developed within the SSAJRP, but the work jointly 

implemented in Switzerland and South African within the  SSAJRP will set the required conditions to trigger 

its development and the necessary network to do it.

Furthermore if the project Wikipedia Primary School project is successful, it can be developed in the future 

by producing content for other cycle of education. 

What we do not do

The complexity of bridging Wikipedia and primary education requires also the sustainability and scalability 

of Wikipedia Primary Schools is guaranteed by a series of activities we do not implement.

1. We do not break Wikipedia rules. The project respects Wikipedia pillars and the opinions of Wikipedia 

and the Wikimedia communities. 

2. We do not believe the project substitutes in any way the essential role of people and institutions 

working in education. We want to contribute in a specific way to the work many people and 

institutions are already implementing and we believe only a collaborative approach can really allow 

the project to be effective and relevant.

3. We do not produce a selection of Wikipedia articles. We want people to access and benefit from the 

whole Wikipedia.

4. We do not address students, teachers and families only. Contributing to Wikipedia is meant to provide 

better knowledge for everyone everywhere.

5. We do not work for governments and ministries of education. The project is meant to be independent. 
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It selects articles to be based on national educational systems, but it does not implement on 

Wikipedia governments’ strategies or requests. 

1. We do not provide offline access to Wikipedia over online access. We consider online access to 

Wikipedia a priority and the best way to access Wikipedia, because it allows to contribute to it. 

2. We do not consider Wikipedia a schoolbook. Wikipedia is not a schoolbook and it can not substitute 

teachers and educators and other appropriate educational resources.

3. We do not simplify Wikipedia articles. Wikipedia is an encyclopaedia and it requires a certain level of 

literacy in order to access it. We do not want to adapt Wikipedia to primary school level; we want to 

include topics and content relevant for primary school.

4. We do not make content available for Wikipedia only. Using Creative Commons as part of the project 

methodology allows contents to be available beyond Wikipedia. 

5. We do not promote Wikipedia as a stable and passive resource. We consider essential that people who 

use Wikipedia understand what Wikipedia is. To understand it, the only appropriate way is to 

contribute to it and being part of it.

6. We do not provide Wikipedia as it is. The project aims at fostering a joint effort to improve Wikipedia 

and to assess its quality.

3. Additional information requested from the South African side

3.1 Requested budget from NRF

Category SA Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Total
Consumables (it includes 
costs to print and send the 
documentation necessary 
to present the project to 
partners)

PI R 10.000 R 50.000 R 10.000 R 70.000

Equipment (max 10% of 
the budget)

PI R 0

Joint seminars, workshops 
and symposia

Costs for the 
implementation of two 
symposia to present the 
project and to involve the 
scientific committee and 
institutions working in 
education

PI R 130.000 R 130.000 R 130.000

International travelling, 
accommodation & 
subsidence

Living expenses for 2 short 
visits of 7 days for 2 
people: 1’200 R per person 
per day

PI R 16.800 R 16.800 R 33.600International travelling, 
accommodation & 
subsidence

Travel expenses for 2 
people travelling from Cape 
Town South Africa to 
Switzerland (estimated 
16’184 R/1’700 CHF)

PI R 32.368 R 32.368

Total R 16.800 R 32.368 R 16.800 R 65.968
Total R 156.800 R 82.368 R 156.800 R 395.968
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Students will be specially involved in the  project during two symposia which will take  place in South 

Africa. The symposia are organised by the UCT University of Cape Town and they focus on intellectual 

propriety and open knowledge. Those  symposia are linked to  the  UCT IP Law Department programme and 

they offer an important occasion to meet experts and institutions working in the field of education and 

knowledge management. During the symposia the project Wikipedia Primary School will specifically 

provide examples on how to apply copyright and open licenses. The symposia will involve also 

researchers and other research partners from the university. A selection of researchers will also be 

invited to join the project scientific committee.

3.2 Requested research authorisations in South Africa
The project does not involve  research on humans, human embryonic stem cells, vertebrates, decapods, 

cephalopods, pathogens and genetically modified organisms. Therefore it does not require  authorisation 

or notifications.
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