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ON EDUCATION
By W?u Tmng-yln |

Of #'1 the slememts of snccees none is more vital than edvcstion, ¢he cultivation of
intelleckual power. It is not genius but sducation that makes the difference bitween, tho
mnater and the slaye- Genius is but ths half of & man; educadion is the driving-wheel, t1s
russtor-key of all diffieulties in evory profession. Au meducated man, no matter what Lis
natural gift, is lnvan‘lbly pu:ahed aside in the race of lifs by the man of elucation, It is
nlways h>, who possestes s cultured mind and whm gonius has been oultivaled fo-
perfection by education that makes s figare, or achieves any xare suocess, in $he world.  Sir
Isaxe Newton Jad besn in his school days oansidered tha least clever Loy of his olass, Yot,
owiag to Lis laborious and patient pursuit of kunowledgs, his mental powers were so
p-o'oundly & veloped that he achiéved the noble roputation of being the groatest scientist
whom the world has ever seen, while his fellow scholars, whose understandinys appear to
have be.n quicker than his, Tived fo be obacure men.

Wealth, which is held in 8o high esteom by the majority of mankind, is valu:less when
compar. d with eduor'jon. It is really a fuol thiat to wealth men sometims owe their
independence; Lut the ind-pendenpe derived fror mere wealth can neter la t long, Under
the appearance of aiding it weakers ils pmaa:nrﬁaml keapa $hem in perpetual slavery anl
de_radation: 'Tie rich man, if uneducated, may be & rioh liberbins: +he richer Le is, the
mor mems he has to gratify his vicious sppetite. When his wealth is exhausted he will try
by unserupulous’ waye to regain ﬂ and’ umaeqmtly brings himsslf to crime and io rain.
The icdeperdence derived from education i of » quite differa.t naturs. Kow'edze, onse
acquired, remains in the head for ever. Those who dedicata themselves to it always live a
virtuous lifs; for the'r character in elevated and theix mind enlightensd. | |

In many respects tha 1mportanﬁﬂ of education is decernable. ‘Throughout the world
whitever advance has been ma'e in fresdom, in the arts of life, has been in direct proportion
lo the grade of education. The loveliest and most fariile provinces of Asin‘ have, on
soootint of the ignorance-of the people, sunk in poverty and in politiesl s°rvitude, whils
those conntries in Eur pe, where compulsory education prevails, though once pioverbinl
for sterility andlnrbarmm, hava boen fumed by ahll and indastry iufo garde.s and ocan
boaet of a long list of ! eroes amrl statesmn, phﬂmopharg ans poe's.  Whoever, mmng_
w];at England and Poraia paturally sre and what, hm tho 8'nd y ars bofore, Lhoy actually

-



~ wers, 818’1 row compare the jsland in the Atlantic with the comtry Letwien the Caspiwn
Ben and the Pe:sian Galf, will be sble to form sowe judgment as to the influvence of
culture.  The inertness of our comntry, and the ascerdercy of the United States, onos
under the k- glish yoke, to s position suoh a5 no nation so nemly founded has ever resched, W
tesch the some lesson. »
Tt is thus olv'ous That the competition betwem nations is rrainly a mmpehtm of
intelligence, and thaf & country must make perfect provision for the education of her peopls, »
cr bo pregared to fall behind in political industrial and moral progress
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