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FOR THE FAR EAST

THZ UNITED STATES OF Al'ERICA, et al)

) |
VS ) AFFIDAVIT oj"

) J
LRAIT cedao, et al g 1 )

DEPOIEZNT : YOXOMIZO, llitsuteru

1, YOKOIIIZO, llitsuteru, neke oath end say as follows:

I am living et the horie of TOYAIIA, 221 Tsukimidei,
lodageya~-kKu, City of Yokohame,

A brief sketch of my personal history is as follows:
I was a full-time secretary of the Cabinet from May 1927

D ——

(the second Year of Shoﬁé)ﬁfonuly 1936 (the eleventh Year
of Showa), Chief of the Intelligence Bureau of the Cabinet
from September 1937 (the Twelfth Year); Governor of Ukayama -

Prefecture from February 1940..(the Fifteenth Year), Governor
of Kumamoto Prefecturc from June 1942 (the Seventeenth Year)

-

and retired from thet office in August 1944 (the l'ineteenth
Year).

I was acqueinted with 1Ir, ARAKI 8Since he became a mem-
ber of thell'UKAI Cabinet, and especially when he became
oo B .
‘Chairman of the Ngtioggl-SpiritualqMoﬁilization Committee,
I worked under him' es the Chief Secretary,

[

The Nationel Spiritual liobilization lMovement was
sterted et the time when the China. Incident, during the

period of the first KONOYE Catinet, did not seem to be
settled easily and appeered es though it ‘would last for a
long period., It was then feared thet such situgqtion might
induce spiritual slackness or degradation of the people,
The Education HMinistry, therefore, planned a netional move-

ment before llinister of IZducation ARAKI assumed his post,
but since it was related to every niiniséry by its nature
that leter the Intelligence Bureau of the Cabinet assumed

the office of liaison and edjustment, Namely, the movement
was origineted to animete the nationel spirit, to elevate
the consciousness and culture of the pee®le, and thus to
materialize its eim in prectical life. Accordingly, an

organization called the Central League ol Netione 1 Spiritual
Mobilization wes set up and it became the céntral egency of

various civilian orgenizations end also served es a liaison
and sdjustment asgency as well &s & driving force of the move-

ment, On the other hand, the Intelligence Bureau of the
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~Cebinet acted rs o liaison agency emong the various nini-

the direct super-
Hence, it was the democretization

lembers of the Cormittee included the people from

variousn fields such as government officiels, political,
academic end civilian circles, and by giving special at-

tention to the women's standpoint, it was decided to in-
¢lude women tmong them &¢énd a minister of stete was to be
chosen for its cheirman, Therefore, it was thought appro-
- Priate to appoint one 6f the liinisters either of Home
ATfw irs or of Education and !fr. ARLKI, then Minister of

Edvucation and en exceading idélist, wes appointed for the
PCst, The Intelligence Buree

Oherge of the general effeirs of this Committee, and
naturally I was mede its Chieg Secretery, I.lthough members
of various committees hitherte included Oofficiels end peoples
of verious fields, their leeders were.chosen chiefly from
government officisls, This Comnittee, however, eppointed

meny civilians fer its leaders in accordance wit‘:h Mr, ARAKI's

opinion, and it should be note@ that this has coritributed
much toward its democratizatiom.

This committee hadq often' m@t” end" discussed the funda-

mental policy of the movement, ¢na policies were always based

upon the rese¢lutien adopted bty the entire members of the
cormittee,

Spiritual llobilization 1ereby a_c:.celeraiing the realization

O such policies which -ere put $nto prectice through various
+civilian orgenizations, will be seen that the
Committee functians a8 & wedge between the governnent offices

" and civiliens, anpd further the importence was Pleced on the
everyday life of the people,

In ny dealimgs with IIr, LRLKES he we
itself, end one who

Y» S0 much so thet I even became impatient
about his method, He never coercef his opinion upon esnyone
but panid due reéspect for opinions of the members of the
Committee, Horecver, he took notioe of the fect that the
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the Committee was often inclined to subject its opinions

along the lines of current situetions, that he evan cndeavo-

red to pay sttention to the elevation of the culturcl Jevel
of the people to the utmost and reflect it on the everydny
life and frequently sdvocated cheerful manners of living.
However, when there weas an argureat on deciding July 7:th,
the day when the China Incident broie out, &as the Dey of
Self-Examination for the peonle, ¢ few members of the Com-
mittee cortended strongly fcr it but the Cheirmen was of
the opinion thet it would stress nerely the interest of the
situstion as such and taet it would not quite agree with
the purpose of fundaiientelly healthful de relcpinzent of
netionel spirit. He thought. 1ether of decliding the first
day of every month with due respect to the traditionel
Jepenese custom £s ¢ day of self-exeminetion end prectice
and designeting it £s the Service Day., As the members of

the Committee egreed to it and Ly so deciding, it was evoi-
ded in allowing themselves to take edvontage of the current
situation,

The Chairman peid exceedingly scrupulous attention
concerning such point,

llnister of XEducetion ARAKI resigned several months

arter that end thus the discussion on this subject was not
completed while he was its Chairman,

lNlext I shell relete about the documents discussed at
the Cabinet lleetings.

I was the Chief of General Affeirs of the Cabinet Secre-
teriat at the INUK.I and SAITO Cabinets, to both of which
Mr., LRAKI was Var lilnieter, and so I was responsible for
Keeping in record the documenis discussed £t the Cebinet

Meetings &and subsequently pacsed to the Secretariet for safe
keeping. The decision at the Cabinet lleetings was not

necesserily done on documents, a considerable pert of it
wes done verbally, loreover, quite a number of documents

on which decision had been rnrde ot the neeting was not

given to the Secreteriet for safe Keeping, It wes not a
customery prectice to_meke record of the Cablnet lMeetings,

YOKOITIZO, Mitsuteru

Subscrited end sworn to before the under-signcd officer

by the etove-nemed YOKOMIZO, Mitsuteru, et the Wer Ministry

Building, Tokyo, Jepan, on this day of August 19L7.




