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A-10
Japanese Consulate

Changthun
May 3, 1932

RECORD OF INTERVIEW
With
MAJOR GENEBRAL DOIHARA,
PORMBRLY OF SPECIAL SERVICE,

EWANTUNG ARMY

- 6 ow 0 W e W W=

Gen, Doihars began by explaining that he lefd Harbin on the

lsb of May, snd on hearing that the Commission was at Chang-

ohan he was angisus to have an opportunity of meoting 1t.

bord Lytteny We should like first of all to congratulate
the Osmeral on his promotion,

Gon, _Doihaﬂl Thank you very much.

L

ord Lyttons We are very glod to have the chanee of meotic

you, We understand thak you have just oomo daeck frem Karbin,

Genes Doiharas Yes .o

kome Lyttons That are the sonditione Therel?

Gens Doihares After the troubles on Podbruary 5%th,

cond itions have becomg guieter and the entirs population is

now following its busliness as usual. But noar the %own and

surrounding the eity some difficultios aroc being ocaused DYy
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disturbancos, scattered bandits, eto. Some of the country

districts have been affocted by the disturbances. The

bandits are mostly in small groups of 1005600, but larger

s of from 2000-3000 are also 1in evideonce and are equip-

.

group

ped with arms.

Lord Lvttons Is that all the General wishes to say?

Ger, Doiharas Yose

Lord thtons

experience of China and is a great authority

Wo und-rstand the Genoeral has had a vory

on tho sudject,

and has played o very nrominont part in recont ovants, and

wo should be glad to hear from him anything which he can

toll us regerding prosont conditions in Manchuria and of the

rise to th? events in which he nlayed such

a prominent parte

Gen. Doiharas Any spocific ncints?

Lord Lyttons We would 1ik» to follcow the story oute.

W, undcrstand the Gonaral tock over the civil administration

at Mukden immediately after <Tha evonts of Sséptember 1l8the

Would ho please dascribe conditions at thnt time, stats what

stops has tocok, te?

Goneral Dotheras At the tima of tha cutbreak in Mukder

-_*___-———-—-—-—'._""

I was assigned to ~ther duties in Tekyo and was on my way ¢

Mukdene I had ths first news of the incidont necar Antung,

se I arrived in Mukden the following day. Whon I arrived i@

the city the majer military conditions which had broken out
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during tho night were practically overes

wers in pursuit of tho fleeing troopsSe

when the Hoadguarters staff was arriving in the city from Peort

sf the intz2lligonce

Arthur, and 1 was agsgigned to tho dutics

sopvice in these spocial cenditions. It 1is a2 military ine
tolldgenco sorvice for publicity werk, and 1 was apnointed

cehiof of the soctione

The conditirns fo
be cause of the disintggration and disorga

é¢uth-~rities in the city. Them the military authoritics took

tho Japenese lccal leaders to ongago

action ~nd inducecd somo cf

eer Municipal affairs, but it was

in plar'. nin E 8 ~mQ th il".{“
sa loaders tc functirn sroporly,

difficult T crnrc innte the
and by cur Headguarters €

apmd I was roguostod by thoso leaders

tako charge of arganizing the werk and devote my sorvicos toO

municipal nctivitiose

Fer about & menth the municipal tomporail,

functioned until thz timc whon the Chinocso loadors

roturneé and ~rganizod a cemmittce for tho presorvation 4

PO ACO ANaG ord -r, and while 1 was in the ~ffice my work was

v

chiofly cdiroctod tcwards tho restoratincn ~f paaco and ordor

tr inducing Q faaling of socutity and gotting riéd rf bad

anxisties on the part ~f the populaticn ~® tha city, and alsg

carrying °n rolicf wrrk nacossitated by the incid~nts.
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Affer the committee organized began to function, the entire
fcrce of our workwes turned cver to that committeoe, and
Dr. Chao was appointed Mayor ef the city.
Lord Lyttons I expoct the General is much tco mecdest in
rozard to his activities, fcr I understand that at the end
of a month everything was brought back te ncaceful ceoncitlions
and he felt that he cruld then hand matters over €no scmocone
Gene Doiharas Well, perhaps I contributed A very modost
part to the restoration of pence and rrder and gave a feeling »f
security to the peoplees During my service thero the financial
conditicns gradually recovered, banks began to Tuncticn almrest
ncrmally, and the Mukdorn~Kirin Railway bzgan teo functicn as
befor2. Gener2l concditiors wers restrnred te normal and onur
staf®, in ¢e¢ncporation with the committee organized fcr the
preservaticn of pence and order, wcrkod to stanudardize ccone-
ditirns in tho city, and cdiscoveored they ware able to take
caro of the affairs of tho municipality. We turned over all

the duties tc thom,

We obsecrved that many leonders in the ¢ity had fled, as

woll as almrst 50,000 of the pepulation, after the inelcdeont,

but by thoe 20th ~f Octebesr, as ccnditions became more normal,

many cf them roturned, which was an indication of the return

of nerrmal cenditicns 1n thoe city.

-4-
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Then the conditions in Northern China gradually Begann
tb cause us to take nrtice, because there worc many facticns

remaining and other ggents irstigated and utilized by Chang

Hsveh=lieng's forces causing ¢ istmurbances 1n that rogion,

Then, frem o strategical point of view, it was necessary thnt
woe 8 sstablish e~ntact with forces stationod in Tiorntsir,

tung Army was placed

Or the 27th nf Octcber I arrived in Tientsin and roma inec
thers until the end »f Novembsr, whon I wont to the Tckye off]
to report ~n my activitiecs.

I submitted a full ropeort concerning cnnditlions 1in
Monchuris and Yorth China to my hoadquarters in Tokyo, aftor
which I was sont ' ~ Mukd annd arrived thore ~n tho lst

~f Janunrye. On Tn f January I was sont t- Tiontsin

where I remained weak, and then roturnsd teo

have o small 2f°ice in Harbine On the 26th of Jan-
uary I was apprintes to precesd T Harbin to take chargo of
that ~ffice. I arrived thore rrn the 27th of Januarye.
Fighting was occurring betwoon twr Kirin forces, one lod by

Hsi Hsia of Kirin, which moved northwarcd and co2mo in conflict
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with forreces under Generals Ting Chac and Li Tu, Fighting

continued for abeut ten days arcund Harbin.
The fighting between thesec two cppogsing forces caused

much anxiety tc the Japanese residents, particularly in that

octirn which was monaced. At the samoe time there wsre mary

Koroans residing in that district whe were torrified, being
oxposad to the cang: of massacre. The citizens of Harbin,
nlso, especially tho Chinose morechant 2 lomont, and other
olomonts in the city, sent many repeated ra2guests “"or tho
Japanese army tc safoguard their lives nne property, and at
the same tima Japanese residents sont repeatod requosts for

Jepznase troops %£r ceme fer the same purpnrsee Thesae wore

the crnditiecns cronted by the disturbancess: The Japanese ware

in a vary difficult position, being surrounded by anti-Kirin
forces who wore antagonistic teo them,

Japanese frorces wors sont out to protect lives and
preperty of their natisnals, and met with oppositirn frem forcos
of Generals Ting and Li, Finally, after fighting, the Chineso
forcos wore completoly discrzanized amd flod to tho north,
but frrtunatoly no fighting took place in the citys con=

scquently, the 4000 Japanese rosidents woro s2fe, and n: ¢

much “ifficulty wns enccuntered from Russian residonts in tho

city, ¢r ctherss




DEF., DOC, #2437

Lord quffns I shoul” 1liks te nsk nt what momant in th»a

time the Gonoral has becn tellinz us about - Nevembor. to

h_-_':'tf!-"n:‘-'..‘;ll e

January - did ho first become aware of any local desire for

- E
- 2 ., -‘1"-— byrs .

o * - ’ g
- - L1 ol e "N

1 n3w State?

Gone Dolharas In the first part =f February in tho
ririn provines the m-vement was first n-ticeable, and precla-
mations of incdependenco were issued first in Kirin, then in
Heilung¥kiang provirce,

Tewards thoe ond cf February manifestrcs wers issued in
"ifferent provinces, and a new 2fministrantive ecemmitteoo

was fermec by leadors of Aifferont provinces an’ the special

“istriet cf Harbine Gervornors Hsi Hsia and Tsang Shih-yi

°f Eirin and Fengtien precvinces, Chang Ching-hui of Harbin

spociel district, and Genernl Ma of Heilungkiang nrevinco,
£~t% trgecther and organized an administrative committers ~f tho
Nerth-Eastern orovinces,

Of course, theso are my observatirns, but thar: were
¢cifferont autencmeocus overanuents declerod in differeont parts
f Manchurias I presume the leadors gnt trgether and united

1fforent autcnomous provinces intec rne contral frerm of
ministrative crganlzatinrn, frrmulatin; a plan f~r establishing

unifisd zevearnmont.




itself of

Securing the late Emperor as honc °f the new State?

Goene Drihara: Abcut the 10th and 11th of Necvember con=-
e P RS N ¥

Citions in Tisntsin wore such that his personal safety was

dncdangered and ho sccrectly left the city feor Manchuria, That

Wy o™

W28 my undorstanding of the Situaticn thon, I ha-e hed the

acquaintance cof Mr. Pu Y3 tcr a 1lone timo., I remembzsr I paid,

& vigsit t~ his place at th: erd rf October. At that time he

many threatering and blackmailing lottars,

2 packeot containing gifts, which rcally

things showed that his personal

safety was in axtreme dangsr, and that, 1 Suppetse, was cne

r

the chicf roascns for his flight froem the citv of Tientsin,.

b mb was sent in carly part of Octeber, but he intimated

that he was in - very nerveus condition when I mot him,

Lord Lyttors Dief the Gonsral hevs any subsocquent »

nezgctiations with him regarding accoptarce »f this new post?

Gene Doiharag I hag nothing to do with his acceptancs or

nis cominz to Manchuria. As I explainagd I

"ther cutics olsewhere and th- first time I mot since that

time was v3sterday to say 2ocdbye te hime That was thas first

]

tine sines leaving Tiontsin ~n tho 30th of October,

1
il &
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Lord Lyttons I asked this question bocause we were told

in China that the General hac kidnapped Pu Yi, brouzht him

¢ver a oriscnar to Manchuria, and xept him till he was ready

te ~~ intc tha rew government.,

Gemne Doiharas Entiroly incorrect, I met him on the

60th of Octeobor and I talkod with him in a casual way, and

te a certain extent I triod

e comfort him in the circumstances;

and up tec yosterday thet was 2ll! I had sean of him,

Lord Lyttons Anad was ncthing mentioned then 2bcut his

teceming head nf the new Stote?

Gon, Bbihqr::__ Wo cdiscussed his danger and his perscnal

S &

salfety but nrthirg 2bout his coming te Manchuria.

Lord Lyttons And the Genoral had no discussions with
“‘ < - | S ey ™ - g S :
nim adcut the mettsr when he was living in Manchuria?

Zone Deihara Ne communication whatever.

I had ne oeccagien

tc mo&t him becaugse I was first st2tioned in Mukdaen then in

m-’_} . - -
I'iontsin, then back in Harbine It is unfortunnte that

vou should hse 111 this incorract

informationg it seems

accordanco with the true facts,

L]
-lrl-u.
- A

solng te Harbin I had a scmo

Wil \V

what similar exvperiosnco
myselfse Mr, Hanscn, the United Stat-s Consul=Goneral, hsld
the samo opinion that th

3 ho Chinese did. He se>:med to think

N v X

i was 2 pilrate chief but gradually wo becams friconds and no
discovered
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Lord Lyttons Not a pirate =« oaly an oxemayor?

Count Aldrovandis What kXind of treatment did the young

e e " N B I

Emperer pocaive when he was in Tientsin?

Gon, Doiharas ¥He lived in the Japanose concossion in

e — ——————— A — N ————g .

Tientsin and occupied a heuso previcusly owned by a former

Minister to Japar, He was not very woll blessed with this

werld's goodse

W Yos, but he was throatened in Tientsin.

"hat kiré eof threafa did he recoive? Did they indicatzs what

would happen? What di¢ thoy mean? '

Gen. Dciharas Genoral ordinary blackmailing lotters such

as one finds almeost anyshere, threatening his life 1if he

stepped out of the city, otec,,and his personal safecty was in
dangeri they indicate?, if I romember rightly, that some

plain-clothcs agents mizht b2 sent tr assgssinats him,

Lord thton; But we do not understand whyv hs was thrsaterned,

or by whomo,

Gone D~iharas In case heo should return to Mukden for

_—_—__h_l-—-_

trstancos these blackmailers werc sant to keep him from moving

~ut of thes citye.
Lord Lvttong The Chinese were trying to pr:vent hinm,

because he had beon Emperor, from trving to ragailn political

porwer?
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Gone Dolharas Yess He was suspectod of somo political move

engincercd by him or by his supporterse.

Count Aldrovandig Already in October?

S S

r“h‘L'\""l'\ -~
Gons Doihara:s Yos. Those rcports wore appearing in

the newspapers, too, alrocady in Octobeore.

r . o~ . . 0
Jjone. McCeys Has the General in view of his going about
the country and %“nowing everyone so well and kncwing that

we comno here to investipganteo conditions any suggostions to

7170 us for colloeting the propsr facts in placos like Ha rbin,

by secing any particular people, not cnly Chiness and
Japanese but othor peonle in Horbin whom he thinks we nirht

n
)

usofully moect so as to got an intecrprotation of thosc ramours

-r,._‘,. -
S Ul ‘.. o

“I-i' I-" ;

SN 1

YR e

The Mavor of Harbin, Mre. Pao, is a membor

" |
. A I R .

of veour mission whe will be one of

- ‘ugll

i '. l.
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nblo men thoere who couldintorpret the conditions thero.
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cboys Tho Chinsse t0ld us that he was imprisoncd
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GCone Dciharas Such is nct the case at all. The venar

tefore last MHr. Pac fcr no reason was arrosted by Marshall
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Chang and imprisconed for almost ons year. After the incid-nt

ho was still in priscn and I gave my assistance in recleoasing
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nhim because I know there was no roason why he should be in
priscnes Ever since that time he bacame =2 nood friend of
ine and I discevored his unusual character and nbility and

I intrnsducod him to the Governor of the Spocial District,

Goner~l Chang Ching~hui, whe nlg- realized his ablility and

No-was irduced to 1ccopt the Mayorality of Harbine, It was n-¢

mnade him Mayor,

When was he released?

I think it as in th- 2arly mart of Oct~b-p,
Why was ho put in prison by tho Young Marshalt
°r what?
iharas I presum: it must have beon for political
himsolf dces not know the causc cf his impriscnmont,
to bo arrested and impriscned he dres n- rnnrw,
nad something to do with pclitical intriruos in
the time,
the Prosident of tho Chinoso Eastorn Railway,
@ for informntion,
1t first a pecd friond of mine and I
oropoerty would be woll protocted,
Nt doos nct eomo Parth as
anotter Goeneral, Li, has now disappoared,

invit2d him tc come +- Uus ancd recach sono understanding.
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Gon. McCeys Does tho Gemeral think cenditions are gotting

better nw, or worso?

Gorn. Deoiharas Conditions in the nerthorn »nort of Mane

——————————————— i —. —

churin are far from penceful, There are many ° lamonts,

espocinlly bandits, who aro against the Manchukuo Governmont,-

Thoy constitute disturbing faeters, but I do nct feoel that

they aro an 2 xgromo dangere

Gene McCoxs Yhnt has bocome of the notorious General Ma?

I rend thot he was in prison.

Gon. Doiharas He went towards Helho tr suppross an anti-
sl SR S S

Ma foreo, and than he s~id he would take = rost baeauso of

his 4llnoss, an? sirco thon we have had n” news cf him., Ho 1is,

in fact, sickly. I rcmomdbor him attending 2 committon mooting

whon he was quite 111, He has & very po~r stomnach and suffors

from intestinnl disordere A% the tine whon the administrative

crmmitas of the Nerthefastorn Provincos wns crganized ho wns

~ne ~f its mrst oarncst leadorse I romembor attonding the

tnstallation coremrny cof Gonercl Mo ns G~vernor of the Prcvince

tin Tsitsih~r. 1t went cff very woell, He gave an accdross and

nl1sr sont out a2 manifosto stating that he was taking up the ~ff.i

f~r tho bonafit ~f tho entireo population, He was thus vory

onrneste
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Then he went tco the Nerth near Hoiho in the ocarly part

°f April, and hes n~t shown up sincee Wo dec not know what

has become of him.
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1 March 1946
CERILI'FLCATE

1, J. R, Lovell, Colonel, Genera, Staff Corps, United States Army,

Deputy Director of Intelligence for Research, Var Department General
Staff, hereby certify:

le I am the officer in charge of Military Intelligence Service
Library of thc United Statecs Mar Department,

2¢ Set no, I of "Military Narrative of the Travel and Work of the
Far Eastern Commission of Inquiry" consisting ofs (a) Narrative, (b)
Annex A = Interview, (¢) Anncx B - Photograph has been in the files of
the Military Intelligence Service Iibrary until this date, said being

received by the Library from the Far Eastern Section of the Military
Intelligence Service of the United States Army,

Several packages of Documents, letters and reports on the Far
ommission of Inquiry were also received from the Far Eastern

and have been in the Military Intelligence Service Iibrary
until this date,

Le On the 1lst day of March 1946 the above mentioned set No, 1
of the "Military Narrative of the Travel and Vork of the Far Eastern
Commission of Toquiry", and the packages of documents, letters and
rcports mentioned in paragraph 3 above werc turped over to
Captain Edgar G, Boedeker, Judge Advocate General's Department, Army
Of the United States as the representative of Joseph B, Keenan,
Chief of Counscl, Internationnl Prosecution Section, GHQ-SCAP, AFO,
X0 Tokyo, % Postmaster, San Francisco, California,

Jo Ro LOVO].].

Colonel, GSC




