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Extract from
Interrogation of Hideki Tojo
26 March 1946

Pe 1l =3

A Yesterday there was some intcrrogution ‘m: gﬁ :omrs and
O say a »

there is something I would like

Q I was about to bring that question up and ask 1f you didn't
have something you wanted to say.

A Since the end of the war, I have read about the inlmmane
acts committed by J gse army and navy personnel. These
were ¢ not the intention of those in authority,

that is, of General Staffs, or the War or Na
mmn or myself. We di&
s had happened, o

the Japanese peop
Heaven nor Earth would permit

bad if people in the world believe that
are the result of Japanese character,
of the answer was d back to the witnmess
to its correctnes

tions and to fo
rules. Of course, since
administration, 1 am comp

The third point is that Japanese manners and customs are
mr.unttmmuormepomumumm-

of 14 is also different. These things affected the
treatment of prisoners. There are some things I want to
explain about this.

a) In regard to inhumane acts, these are not permitted
under Japanese manners or customs either.




Dog. NO. 2’15 Page 2
Pe 4 = 3 cont'd

b) In regard to the difference in the standard of living,
the treaties provide that prisoners are to be given the
same rations as the troops of the detaining nation. That
was also directed in orders that were issued. Because of
the difference in the standard of living, the American and
Ruropean prisoners when they were given the same
rations as Japanese troops that the rations were very v
unappetizing. Particularly, on the battlefields this feel-
ing w : eve. In regard to life in the

for example, at ri, which
lluy would not be t bad
{hc European and American

e) The Japanese idea about being taken prisoner is different
from that Burope and America., In Japan, it 1s regarded

as a disgrace. Under Japanese criminal law, anyone who
becomes a prisoner while still able to resist has committed
a eriminal offense, the maximum punishment for which is the
death penalty. In Europe and America, it is different. A
person who is taken prisoner is honored because he has
discharged his duties, but in Japan, it 1s very different.

d) I want to say something now about the feeling with regard
to llagg:nz on the side of the face. In Japanese families
where educational standard is low, slapping 1s used as a
means of training. In the Japanese army and navy, although
this is forbidden, it contimes in fact because of the
influence of the customs of the people. This, of course, is
a cugstom that ought to be corr .d& it ought to be stopped}
but I don't think it is a erime. It 1s something that comes
from custom., That is all I want to say on this.

There is a correction I would like to make regarding
yest 's interrogation. Yesterday, I was asked if I |
had met ILieutenant General HOMMA._ I said that I had not met 4
him, but this year when I was in Omori Prison, I met him. One
other point. an army commander came baoi to Ja
during the war, he would make a situation report to
Emperor. On such occasions, he would be accompanied
the Chief of Staff and the iar Minister. I do not w
remember, but it may be that I met HOMMA on such an occasion
since he was an army commander. That is all I wanted to say.
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26 March 1946, Case File #20, Serial #141, pp« 3 = 4

"Q

IIA

llQ

"A

"Q

"A

You mentioned yesterday, in reference to the Hague Cone
vention, that that Convention gtates that war can be
initiated (1) by a declaration of war, or (2) by an
ultimatum,. Here is the official text of Article 1 of
Hague III, dated 18 October 1907, and signed by Japan,
the United States, and Great Britain: 'The contracting
parties recognisze that hostilities between themselves
mst not commence without previous and licit warning
in the form either of a reasoned declaration of war or
of an ultimatum with conditional declaration of war!.
Did the final note, delivered to Secretary of State HULL
on 7 December 1941, contain either a declaration of war
or an ultimatum wi%h conditional declaration of war?

About this recollection is a little different. 1
remember that there were two methods = a declaration

of wary, and a final note« This matter was the grave
responsibility of the Foreign Minister and, since he
had a trutlerom, I thought that the provisions of
the treaty had been complied with. In Japan, as

I have salid before, the s for the action was
that the right of self-defense was being invokedd 4in the
face of challenge. /The preceding sentence was read
back to the witness who agreed as to its correctness./
On this basis, the final note was dispatched., I thought
that the !‘orolg‘lintstcr had fully complied with the
provisions of treaty.

Did the final note, given t¢ HULL on 7 December 1941,
contain either a reasoned declaration of war or an
ultimatum with a conditional declaration of war? Please

answer ‘yves! or 'no'.

It contained the implication of a break in diplomatic
relations.

But we are not talking about that, We are talking about
an ultimatum with a conditional declaration of war, Did

it contain that?

It contained the implication of a break in diplomatic
relations, Whether that implication of a break in diplo-
matic relations constituted a conditional declaration of
war or not is a controversial matter, I t© t that, since
this was the heavy responsibility of the Fore Minister
who had under him a treaty bureau, the treaties would be
fully complied with. But I think that when the right of
self-defense is invoked, treaties can be taken with
reservations.”

!
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Doec. No. 251,

Extract from

rrogati
20 March 1

p.4-5

Q Do you not recall that the Japanese Government informed .
the United States, through the Swiss Government on or
about:io:-mnr{i that Japan would follow, in the war
then p | 1)

of Hideki Tojo

T TENTETE T TINT Y e armren s, SPIT pe”

t various international conventlons,
| ineluding se signed at The Hague and Genevaj; (2) Inter-
L national lawi (3) The rules and customs of law as to

prisoners civilians?

A I don't recall it, but I think it is very likely.

Q You state that you are now aware of the fact that that
promise was not kept or carried out. Why was it not
complied with or kept: Do you understand the guestion?

A I understand it as regards the inhumane acts towards
prisoners that we have talked about, It was the Govermment's
intention to follow these conventions, and it was mine. The
fact that these things happened is very mch to be regretted.
The responsibility for them i1s mine. .,

You mentioned that you d4id not even suspect the occure
rence of these atrocities and the inhumgne treatment of

| prisoners. How ecan gsay this when the United Btates

| and Great Britain the Swiss and other governments

| made numerous m!m and detalled complaints to your Forolgn
| Office about these very matters:

| A The matter of rolzonuh:luty for humane considerations and
| the following of treaty provisions was the responsibllity of
- the various army commanderss I believed that they were ZmXy

following them, That is my answer.

Q So that, although these numercus c¢omplaints were made on
these matters, you still trusted the commanders in the fleld
and did not believe the complaints. Is that true?

A As I sald before, when a protest would come in, I would for-
ward it to the responsible army commander involved for action
which I thought was taken. I could not tell whether the
rotest was appropriate or not, and I presumed that
vestigations were made, followed by courts martial or other
suitable action.

P —. | —  ——
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Doc. No., 2515 Page 2
Pe 4 - 5§ conttd

Q

Did you hear of any courts martial or suitable action téhn
in conneetion with the atrocities and inhumane acts against

American prisoners in the "Bataan Mareh" that we spoke about
yesterday and today? .

I think that the commanding officer took legal measures.
On what do you base that statement?

The facts of that case would have gone to the

orﬁccr who had the responsibility for taking appropriago
aCtli0ol,

Then, it is only your speculation that such aetion was taken?
Yesy but I think it was taken because it was his responsibility.
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Extract from

Interrogat of Hideki Tojo

26 March 1

Pe 6

Q You state today that the probabilities are that when General
HOMMA returned to Japan that, as an army commander he
visited the Emperor and that you, in all probabiu%y, went
with him. Does that refresh your recollection as to whether
you apokctoaononlm:-onrdins the "Bataan March"
atrocities during his visit here?

A

The matter did not come upanpthizo :'oggor: g: a report
Mar

of the war until that time. This " ¥ was not

Onle
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Doce Noe 2515 Page 1
Extract from '

Interrogation of Hideki Tojo
26 March 1946

Pe 6 =« 7

., Q. You state that when complaints were made by the United o
g States and Great Britain about the inhumane treatment of
b their prisoners of war, the complaints would come to the
Porelgn Ministry and then to the War Department. Were
' copies of these complaints sent 40 the Emperor, or was the
‘ Emperor informed in any way of them?
|

A No, he was note I handled them on my owWn responsibllity. -

L Q VWhy was not the r, as Commander-in-Chief of the Japanese
I army and navy, advised of these complaints?

A I thought 1t was all right to handle them on my OwWn
rosponsibilityb

Q Since the Emperor had ordered that prisoners of war should not
be mistreated, did he not have the right to know of these

? protoctl.

| A I unders the 's feelings very welle OUn m{ own
| res i ty, 1 sent these protests to the respons ble
| field commanders for investigation as to the facts.

| Emperor was busy and had a great deal of work so I did this
r on my Owna Comoquonﬂ.i the Bmperor is not responsible in .
| connection with this ma %er. I am r esponsible. L/

| % % % % =%
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i Fxtract from ‘
\ Interrogation of Hideki Tojo
26 March 1946 :
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Yeeterday therc was some

interrogation about prisoners and
there is esonetiiing I would 1

i e to say atout that.

I waes =bout to tring tl 't qrestion up and ask if you didn'?t
have somotaing you want .2 to say,

Since the e»d cf the wer, I have rrad sbocut the inhumann
ecte committed by Japuare~ armv and navy personnel. Thase

were ceriainly not tne i-tontion of those in authority,

thet is, of the General Lcaifs, or tho War or Navy
Departrmente, or myself, Wo did not evon suspact that such
things had heppencd. Thn Euperor cspecially, because of his
berevolance, would have had a corntrery feerling. Such acts

are not permissible in Japan. The charactor of

the Jepanrer people is cuch that they beliave that neithnor
Heavon nor Berth would pormit such things. It will be too
bad if prople in the world balieve that these inhumane acts
arn the result of Japannse charecter. /Tho praceding portion
of thr answer wes read back to the witness who agreed as

to its correctness. /

T second point with regard to priaonmrai The trratment
of orisoners is the reasporsibility of various armv commanders,
honce I relied upon them to have regard for humane considera-—
tions end to follow the terms of interrational troatiecs and
rules, Of course, since I was thr supervisor of military
administration, I am coupletely responsible.

The third point ie that Japannse man-ers and customs arn
different from those of Furore and Amaorica and the g tandard
of living is also different. Thege things 8ffected the
treatmont of prisoners. There are some things I want to

cxplaiz about this.

a) In regard to inhunmance adts, these are nrot permitted
nder Jepanese manniors or customs eitier.
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By | AATACD cont'd

b) In regecé to the difference in the atan%ard.iirlizing.
the treatios P?ovidetthzt Dziﬁztzrgéizzﬂzzg*gaiioﬁ: =
game rations as thr Troops he 'hsfﬁd. Aty
was also directed in orders that WC?E'IB 2. e e
i ~3 ~ gtandzrd of living, the AMAT1C
P diffpr:?i:nizatihnught whean they were givan the seme
f:iigégngiiJapanﬁan treops thet the rationa;wnre veiiizﬂ;zpl_
b Particulorly, on tan hattlefields, _ h.
| un&PPntlz}ni-a+~oﬁg I Lnlivve. In rergerd to 1life 1D the :
| . WT? vﬁ:¥E¢€;7 th'bierCRsz for cxamplc, at OwmoTi, whic
D eracks [yasichdf, they #ould noi Ra thought bl
%;Ot'"fl;ﬂ,]"—“t‘?;:‘s;: .tI'CC:‘)“, Tt tHe Furownram and Anerican

] v Fag 00T
prieoncrs thcught therr wore vVery p

: s R A i

.-"!-.-;WJ"

; America.

rom that in Europe and . 2 92
is s disgracen., Under Jepaneee criminal lhf, a?J019 whittpd
bacamos a prisoner while atill able to rcsist has COME

a criminsl offecrs”, te maxirmm punishmont ioréfzic:ﬁ:z t#z
3 «wa and America, it 18 cliTeICib.
death penalty. In Turope &l e
i hornored becausn e A
rao~ who is taeken prisoner is : oY
Eischargnd wig cutiers, but in Japan, it is very differen

: - ¥ i 1..,. -': - l____-'-' _.,_‘,,,
. ubsifiutb-.—hi.; o2t it gty TR R

; d) I want to say aonrthing now ahout the faeling w;;:i§;izrd
to elepring on the gidr of tha face. Iﬂ.Je?ana?: ua;d =,
whaare the educationel atandard is low, almpﬁinn11 S

| mears of training. In the Jepanesc army an 1nar§L o

. this is forbidden, it continues in fact bp:glseof;coﬁrsn "
influorce of the cnstoms of tha paople. ?;1i,t 2 atcnﬁed'
r s custom that ought %o he corrnctod; it onzh Hii ﬂhpt bonn;
I but I don't think it is & crime. It 18 Fomﬂt; ng b .
from custom. That is 21l I wont to say on UTLAS.

< I, ol o 28 )

I would like to make regarding
Yratorday, 1 was asked G wgl | !
wad met Licutenant Geacral HOMMA., I aaid'thét 1 nai ZEZ*mmone
g 'ﬂim but this year vhen I was in Omori Prison, I mg .“..
L B ;t€;r point. Whea an army commendor ceme back 1o aﬁi;
&ﬁ&i*g'thﬁ war, he wonld make a situatinh roporg iid %y
2 A ] ¢ 14 be eccomoen
Trmeror. On sucl. occesinns, ha would PR
i | tﬁieoﬁief of Steff and the War Minister. I do rot well

L] r - ™ . iOn
- I met HOMMA on such an occaes
16,6 any b RS ™at is all I wented to 8AY.

THere is a correction
vesterday's intarrogation.

ramcember,
gince he was an arny commander.
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Doc. No. 2615 E - Fage 1

Extract from
Interrogetion of Hidokil Tojo
26 Marclhi 1946

R

i Q You state thet wien complaints were mede by the United
Stetes and Great Britain about the inhumene treatment of
their prisonecrs of war, the complaints wonld comr to the
Foreign Ministry and then to the Wer Denartment. Vere

. copiea of these complaints sent to the Foperor, or was the
Ermporor informed in any way of them?

A No, he was not. I handled them on my owvn rosponsibility.

Q Wiy wes not the Ermeror, as Commander-in-Chief of the Japanesc
arny end navy, advisod of thesr cormolainta?

4 I thought it was 2ll right to andle thom or mv ovm
responsibility.
é
Q Since the Emperor had ordererd that prisoners of war should not
be mistreated, did he not heva th~ right to know of these
protasts.
A I understood the Ermporor's faclings very well, On my own

responeibility, I sent these orotests to the resnonsible
ficld conmanders for investigeation as to the facts. The
Emperor wae busy and 2d a greet deal of work so I did this
‘on my own. Consequently, tiinr Zmweror is not responsible in
conncction with this matter. I em responsible.
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