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The Spirit of the Chinese People
BY KU HUNG MING
(A Paper that was to have been read before the Oriental Sociely of Peking.)
.(Cq:ztinued) | |

I have often been asked to say what Confucius has done for the
Chinese nation. Now I can tell you of many things which I think Cou-
fucius has accomplished for the Chinese people. But, as to-day I have
not the time, I will only here try to tell you of one principal and most
1mp0rtant thing which Confucius has done for the Chinese nation—the
-@etbmg he did in his life by which, Confucius himself said, men in after
&8s avould know him, would know what he had done for them. When I
0 ¥ lexplained to you this one principal thing, you will then understand
:q‘e/hfu that something is in Confucianistn which can give to the mass of

'ﬂa‘fgian affords them. In order to explain this, I must ask you to allow
'&::td go a littie more into detail about Confucivs and what he did,

Confucius, as some of you may know, lived in what is called a
of expansion in the history of China—a period in which the feudal
d come to an end ; in which the feudal, the semi-patriarchal social
and form of government had to be expanded and reconstructed.

_;-m.gleat change necessarily brought with it not only confusion in the
aﬁfﬁ of the world, but also confusion in men’s minds. I have said that
#Ee Chinese c1v1hsat10n of the last 2,500 years there is po conflict be-
tween the heart and the head. But T must now tell you that in the period
of expansion in which Confucins lived there was also in ‘China, as now in
Europe, a fearful conflict between the heart aud the hesd. The Chinese
people in Confucius’ time found themselves with an immense system of
iustitutions, established facts, accredited dogmas, customs, laws—in fact,
an immense system of society aud civilisation which had come down to
them from their venerated ancestors, In this system their life had to be
carried forward ; yet they began to feel—they had a sense that this system
was not of their creation, that it by mo means corresponded with the
wants of their actual life; that, for them, it was customary, not rational,

Now the awakening of this sense in the Chinese people 2,500 years ago
was the awakening of what in Europe to-day is called the modern spirit—
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the spirit of liberalism, the spirit of enquiry, to find out the why and the

wherefore of things. This modern spirit in China then, seeing the want

of correspondence of the old order of society and civilisation with the wants

of their actual life, set itself not only to reconstruct a new order of society

and civilisation, but also fo find a basis for this new order of society
and civilisation. But all the attempts to find a new basis for
society and civilisation in China then failed. Some, while they satisfied

the head—the intellect of the Chinese people, did not satisfy their heart;

others, while they satisfied their heart, did not satisfy their head. Hence
arose, as I said, this conflict between the heart and the head in China
2,500 years ago, as we see it now in Europe. ‘I'his conflict of the heart and
- head in the new order of society and civilisation which men tried to
reconstruct made the Chinese people feel dissatisfied with all civilisation,

and in the agony and despair which this dissatisfaction produced, the
Chinese people wanted to pull down and destroy all civilisation. - Men,
like Laotzu, then in China as men like Tolstoi in Europe to-day, seeing
the misery and suffering resulting from the conflict between the heart and
the head, thought they saw something radically wrong in the very nature
and constitution of society and civilisation. Laotzu aud Chuang-tzu, the
most brilliant of Laotzu’s disciples,. told the Chinese people to throw away
all civilisation. Laotzu said to the people of China: ** Leave all that
you have and follow me; follow me to the mountains, to the hermit’s cell
in the mountains, there to live a true life—a life of the heart, a life of
1mmortality.’’

But Coufucius, who also saw the suffering and misery of the then state
of society and civilisation, thought he recognised the evil was not in the
nature and constitution of society and civilisation, but in the wrong track
which society and civilisation had taken, in the wrong basis which men
had taken for the foundation of society and civilisation. . Confucius told
the Chinese people not to throw away their civilisation. Confucius told
them that in a true society and trué civilisation—in a society and civilisation
with a #rue basis men also could live a true life, alife of the heart. In fact,
Confucius tried hard all his life to put society and civilisation ou the right
track; to give it a true basis, and thus prevent the destructi.n of civilisa-
tion. But in the last days of his life, when Confucius saw that he could not
prev.ént the destruction of the Chinese civilisation—what did he do? W el‘l,
as an architect who sees his house on fire, burning and falling over his
head, and is convinced that he cannot possibly save the building, knows
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that the only thing for him to do is to save the drawings and plans of the
building so that it may afterwards be built again; so Confucius, seeing the
inevitable destruction of the building of the Cliinese civilisation which he
could not prevent, thought he would save the drawings and plans, and he
accordingly saved thedrawings and plaus of the Chiuese civilisation, which
are now preserved in the Old Testament of the Chinese Bible—the five
Canonical Books known as the Wu Ching, five Canons. That, I1say, wasa
great service which Confucius has done for tiie Chinese natiou—1he saved
the drawings and plans of their civilisation for them.

Confucius, I say, when he saved the drawings and plans of the
Chinese civilisation, did a great service for the Chinese nation. But that
is not the principal, the greatest service which Confucius has done for the
Chinese nation. The greatest service he did was that, in saving the
drawings and plans of their civilisation, he made a new synthesis, a new
interpretation of the plans of that civilisation, and in that new synthesis
he gave the Chinese people the true idea of a State—a true, rational,
permanent, absolute basis of a State.

But then Plato and Aristotle in ancient times, and Rousseau and
Herbert Spencer in modern times also made a syuthesis of civilisation,
and tried to give a true idea of a State. Now what is the difference between
the philosophy, the synthesis of civilisation made by the great men of
Europe 1 have mentioned, and the synthesis of civilisation——the system
of ph.losophy and morality now known as Confucianism? The difference,
it seems to me, is this. The philosophy of Plato and Aristotle and of
Herbert Spencer has not become a religion or the equivalent of a religion, -
the accepted faith of the masses of a people or mnation, whereas
Coufucianism has become a religion or the equivalent of a religion to even
the mass of the population in China. When I say religion lhere, I mean
religion, not in the narrow Furopean sense of the word, but in the broad
universal sense. Goethe says:—"‘ Nur saemtiiche Menschen erkennen die
Nalur: nur saemtitche Menschen leben das Menschlicke. Qnly the mass of
mankind know what is real life; only the mass of mankind live a true
human life.”” Now when we speak of religion in its broad universal
sense, we mean generally a system of teachings with rules of conduct
which, as Goethe says, is accepted as true and binding by the mass of -
mankind, or at least, by the mass of the population in a people or nation. |
In this broad and universal sense of the word Christianity and Buddhism
are religions. In this broad and universal sense, Confucianism, as you
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know, has become a religion, as its teachings have been acknowledged to
be true and its rules of conduct to be binding by the whole Chinese race
‘and nation, whereas the philosophy of Plato, of Aristotle and of Herbert
Spencer has not become a religion even in this broad universal sense.
That, I say, is the difference between Confucianism and the philosophy
of Plato and Aristotle and of Herbert Spencer—the one has remained a
philosophy for the learned, whereas the other has become a -religion or:
the equivalent of a religion for the mass of the whole Chinese nation as
well as for the learned of China.

In this broad universal sense of the word, I say Confucianism is
a religion just as Christianity or Buddhism is a religion. But you will
remember I said that Confucianism is not a religion in the European
sense of the word, What is then the difference between Confucianism
and a religion in the European sense of the word? There is, of
course, the difference that the one has a supernatural origin aud
element in it, whereas the other has not. But besides this differ-
ence of supernatural and non-supernatural, there is also another
difference between Confucianism and a religion in the Furopean sense
of the word such as Christianity and Buddhism, and it is this. A
religion in the Furopean semse of the word teaches 2 man to be a
good man. But Confucianism does more than this; Confucianism
teaches a man to be a good citzzen. The Christian Catechism asks:—
““What is the chief end of man?’ But the Confucian Catechism
asks:—“What is the chief end of a cstizen 27 of man, not in his individual
life, but man in his relation with his fellowmen and in his relation to the
State? ‘The Christian answers the words of his Catechism by saying:
“’The chief end of man is to glorify God.”” The Confucianist answers
the words of his Catechism by saying: ‘‘The chief end of man is to live
as a dutiful son and a good citizen.” T'zii Yu, a disciple of Confucius, is
quoted in the Sayings and Discourses of Confucius, saying: ‘‘ A wise man
devotes his attention to the foundation of life—the chief end of man.
When the foundation is laid, wisdom, religion will come. Now to live as a
dutiful son and good citizen, is not that the foundation—the chief end of
man as a moral being ?’’  In short, a religion in the Furopean sense of
the word makes it its object to transform man into a perfect ideal men by
himself, into a saint, a Buddha, an angel, whereas Confucianism limits
itself to make man into a good citizen—to live as a dutiful son and a good
citizen. In other words, a religion in the European sense of the word
says:—"‘' If you want to have religion, you must be a saint, a Buddha, an
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angel;’’ whereas Confucianism says:—** If you live as a dutiful son and a
good citizen, you Aeaze religion.” |

In fact, the real difference between Confucianism and religion in
the European sense of the word, such as Christianity or Buddhism, is that
the one is a personal religion, or what may be called a Church religion,
whereas the other is a social religion, or what may be called a State
religion. The greatest service, I say, which Confucius has done for the
Chinese nation, is that he gave them a true idea of a State. Now in
giving this true idea of a State, Confucius made that idea a religion. In
Furope politics is a science, but'in.China, since Confucius’ time, politics
is a religion. In short, the greatest service which Confucius has done
for the Chinese nation, I say, is that he gave them a Social or State
religion. Confucius taught - this State religion in a book which he
wrote in the very last days of his life, a book to which he gave the
name of C/h'un Ch'zn (35 %), Spring and Autumn. Confucius gave the
name of Spring and Autumn to this book because the object of the book
is to give the real moral canses which govern the rise and fall—the Spring
and Autumn of nations. This book might also be called the Latter Day
Annals, like the Latter Day Pamphlets of Carlyle. In this book Confucins
gave a résumé of the history of a false and decadent state of society and
civilisation in which he traced all the suffering and misery of that false
and decadent state of society and civilisation to its real cause—to the fact
that men had not a true idea of a State; no right conception of the true
nature of the duty which they owe to the State, to the head of the State,
their ruler and Sovereign. In a way Confucius in this book taught the
divine right of kings. Now I know all of you, or at least most of you, do
not believe in the divine right of kings. I will not argue the point with
you here. 1 will ouly ask you to suspend your judgment until you have
heard what I have further to say. In the meantime I will just ask your
permission to quote to you here a saying of Carlyle. Carlyle says: ‘‘The
right of a king to govern us is either a divine right or a diabolic wrong.”’
Now I want you, on this subject of the divine right of kings, to remember
and ponder over this saying of Carlyle,

In this book Confucius taught that, as in all the ordinary relations
and dealings between men in human-society, there is, besides the base
motives of interest and of fear, a higher and uobler motive to influence
them in their conduct, a higher and nobler motive which rises above all -
considerations of interest and fear, the motive called Dusy, so in this
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important relation of all in human society, the relation between the people
of a State or nation and the Head of that State or nation, there is also this
‘higher and nobler motive of Duty which should influence and inspire
them in their conduct. But what is the rational basis of this duty which
the people in a State or nation owe to the head of the State or nation?
Now in the feudal age before Confucius’ time, with its semi-partriarchal
order of Society and form of Government, when the State was more or less
a family, the people did not feel so much the need of having a clear
and firm basis for the duty which they owe to the Head of the State,
because, as they were all members of one clan or family, the tie of kinship
or natural affection already, in a way, bound them to the Flead of the State,
who was also the senior member of their clan or family. But in Confucius’
time the feudal age, as I said, had come to an end; when the State had
outgrown the family, when the citizens of a State were no longer composed
-of the members of a clan or family. It was, therefore, then necessary to
fiud a new, clear, rational and firm basis for the duty which the people in
a State or nation owe to the Head of the State—their ruler and sovereign.
Now what new basis did Confucius find' for this duty? Counfucius fonnd
the new basis for this duty in the word Honour.

When I was in Japan last year the ex-Minister of Educatiou, Baron
Kikuchi, asked me to translate four Chinese characters taken from the _
book in which, as I said, Confucius taught this State religion of his. The
four characters were Ming fen tz ve (4 % ) 3%). Itranslated them as the
Great Principle of Honour and Duty. It is for this reason that the Chinese
make a special distinetion between Confucianism and all other religions by
calling the system of teaching taught by Confucius not a chizo—(#)—
the general term in Chinese for religion with which they designate other
religions, such as Buddhism, Mohammedanism and Christianity—but
the ming chiao ('g_ﬁ)-—»the religion of Honour. Again the term chun
tzu chil tao(F F- Z ) in the teachings of Confucius, translated by Dr.
Legge as “‘the way of the superior man,’’ for which the nearest equivalent _
in the European languages is moral law—-~means literally, the way—
the Law of the Gentleman. In fact, the whole system of philosophy and
morality tanght by Confucius may be summed up in one word: the Law
of the Gentleman. Now Confucius eodified this law of the gentleman
and made it a Religion,—a State religion. The first Article of Faith
in this State Religion is Ming fen ta yz—the Principle of Honour and
Duty—which may thus be called: A Code of Honour.
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In this State religion Confucius taught that the only true, rational,
permanent and absolute basis, not only of a State, but of all Society and -
civilisation, is this law of the gentleman, the sense of honour in man,
Now yon, all of you, even those who believe that there is no morality in
politics—all of you, I think, know and will admit the importance of this
sense of honour in men in human society. But I am not quite sure that
all of you are aware of the absolute necessity of this sense of honour in
men for the carrying on of every form of human society; in fact, as the
proverb which says: ‘‘There must be honour even among thieves,”’
show-—even for the carrying on of a society of thieves. Without the
sense of hononr in mep, all society and civilisation would on the instant
break down and become impossible. Will yon allow me to show you how
this is so? Let us take, for example, such a trivial matter as gambling
iu social life. Now unless men when they sit down to gamble all recognise
aud feel themselves bound by the sense of honour to pay when a certain
colour of cards or dice turns up, gambling would on the instant become
impossible. The merchants again—unless merchants recognise and feel
themselves bound by the sense of honour fo fulfil their contracts, all
trading would become impossible, But you will say that the merchant
who repudiates his contract can be taken to the law-court. True, but if
there were no law-courts, what then ? Besides, the law-court—how can
the law-court make the defaulting merchant fulfil his contract? By force.
In fact, without the sense of honour in men, society can only be held
together for a time by force. But then I think I can show you that force
alone cannot hold society permanently together. The policeman who
compels the merchant to fulfil his contract, uses force. But the lawyer,
magistrate or president offa republic—~how does he make the policeman do
his duty? You know he cannot do it by force; but then by what? Either
hy the sense of honour in the policemen or by fraud.

In modern times all over the world to-day--and I am. sorry to say
now also in China—the lawyer, politician, magistrate and president of a
republic make the policeman do his duty by fraud. In modern times the
lawyer, politician, magistrate and president of a republic tell the police-
~ man that he must do his duty, because it is for the good of society and for
the good of his country ; and that the good of society means that he, the
policeman, can get his pay regularly, withont which he and his family
would die of starvation. The lawyer, politician or president of a republic
who tells the policeman this, I say, uses fraud. - 1 say itis fraud, because
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the good of the country, which for the policeman means fifteen shillings
a week, which barely keeps him and his family from starvation, means
for the lawyer, politician, magistrate and president of a republic ten to
twenty thousand pounds a year, with a fine house, electric light, motor
cars and all the comforts and luxuries which the life blood labour of ten
thousands of men has to supply him. I say it is fraud because without
the recognition of a sense of honour—the sense of hononr which makes
the gambler pay the last penny in his pocket to the player who wins from
him, withont this sense of honour, all transfer and possession of property
which makes the inequality of the rich and poor in society, as well as the
transfer of money on a gambling table, has no justification whatever and
no binding force. Thus the lawyer, politician, magistrate or president of
a republic, although they talk of the good of society and the good of the
country, really depend upon the policeman’s unconscious sense of honour
which not only makes him do his duty, but also makes him respect the
right of property and be satisfied with fifteen shillings a week, while the
. lawyer, politician and president of a republic receive an income of twenty
thousand pounds a year. I, therefore, say it is fraud because while they
thus demand the sense of honour from the policeman ; they, the lawyer,
politician, magistrate and president of a republic in modern society believe,
openly say and act on the principle that there is no morality, no senise of -
honour in politics.

You will remember what Carlyle, I 'told you, said=-that the right
of a king to govefn us is either a divine right or a diabolic wrong. Now
this frand of the modern lawyer, politician, magistrate and president
of a republic is what Carlyle calls a diabolic wrong. It is this
fraud, this Jesuitism of the public men in modern society, who say and
act on the principle that there is no morality, no sense of honour in politics
" and yet plausibly talk of the good of society and the good of the country ;
it is this Jesuitism which, as Carlyle says, gives rise to ‘' the widespread
suffering, mutiny, delirium, the hot rage of sans culottic insurrections, the
cold rage of resuscitated tyrannies, brutal degradation of the millions,
the pampered frivolity of the units >’ which we see in modern society to-
- day.  In short, it is this combination of fraud and force, Jesuitism and
~Militarism, lawyer and policeman, which has produced Anarchists and
‘Anarchism in modern society, this combination of force and fraud outrag-
ing the moral sense in man and producing madness which makes the
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Anarchist throw bomb and dynamite against the lawyer, politician,
magistrate and president of a republic.

" In fact, a society withount the sense of houour in men, and without
morality in its politics, cannot, I say, be held together, or at any rate,
cannot last. For in such a society the policeman, upon whom the lawyer,
politician, magistrate and president of a republic depend to carry out their
frand, will thus argue with himself. He is told that he must do his duty

“for the good of society. But he, the poor policeman, is also a part of that
society—to himself and his family, at least, the most important part of
that society. Now if by some other way than by being policeman, perhaps
by being an anti-policeman, he can get better pay to improve the condition
of himself and his family, that also means the good of society. In that
way the policeman must sooner or later come to the conclusion that, as
there is no such thing as a sense of honour and morality in politics, there
is then no earthly reason why, if he can get better pay, which means also
the good of society—mno reason why, imstead of being a policeman, he
should not become a revolutionist or amarchist. In a society when the
policeman once comes to the conclusion that there is no reason why, if he
can get better pay, he should not become a revolutionist or anarchist—
that society is doomed. Mencius said:—‘‘When Confucius completed his
Spring and Autumn Annals’’—the book in which he taught the State
religion of his and in which he showed that the society of his time—in
which there was then, as in the world to- day, no sense of honour in public
men and no morahty in politics—was doomed ; when Confucius wrote
that book, ‘‘the Jesuits and anarchists (lit. bandlts) of his time, became

afraid (g, B W F ).

But to return from the digression. I say, a society without the
sense of houour cannot be held together, canmnot last. For if, as we
have seen, even in the relation between men connected with matters
of little or no vital importance such as gambling and trading in human
society, the recognition of the sense of honour is so important and
necessary, how much more so it must be in the relations between men
in human society, which establish the two most essential iustitutions in
that society, the Family and the State. Now, as you all know, the
rise of civil society in the history of all nations begins always with
the institution of marriage., ‘The Church religion in Europe makes

 *Mencius Bk, 111, Part 11 IX, 11,
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warriage a secrament, i.e., something sacred and inviolable. The sanc-
tion for the sacrament of marriage in FEurope is given by the Church
and the authority for the sanction is God. But that is only an outward,
formal, or so to speak; legal samction. The true, inner, the really
binding sanction for the inviolability of marriage—as we see it in coun-
tries where there is no chnrch religion, is the sense of honour, the law
of the gentleman in the men and women. Confucius says, ‘‘ The recog-
nition of the law of the gentleman begins with the recognition of the
relation between husband and wife,”’”* In other words, the recognition
of the sense of honour—the. law of the gentleman—in all countries
where there is civil society, establishes the institution of marriage. The
institution of marriage establishes the Famzly.

I said that the State religion which Confucius taught is a Code
.of Honour, and I told you that Confucius madde this Code out of the law
of the gentleman, But now I must tell you that long before Confucius’
time there existed already in China an undefined and unwritten code of
the law of the gentleman. This undefined and unwritten code of the
law of the gentleman in China ‘before Confucius’ time was known as
/Z (#), the law of propriety, good taste or good manners. Later on in
history before Confucius’ time a great statesman arose in China—the
man known as the great Law-giver of China, generally spoken of as the
Duke of Chou (F 2) (s.c. 1135)—who first defined, fixed, and made a
written code of the law of the gentleman, known then in China as %,
the law of propriety, good taste or good manners. ‘This first written code
of the gentleman in China, made by the Duke of Chou, became known
as Chou li—the laws of good manners of the Duke of Chou. This code
of the laws of good manuers of the Duke of Chou may be considered
as the pre-Confucian religion in China, or, as the Mosaic law of the
Jewish nation before Christianity is called, the Religion of the Old
Dispensation of the Chinese people. It was this religion of the old
dispensation—the first written code of the law of the gentleman called
the Laws of good manners of the Duke of Chou—-which first gave the
sanction for the sacrament and inviolability of marriage in China, The
Chinese to this day therefore speak of the sacrament of marriage as

Chow Kung Chih Li (B B Z #)—the law of good manuers of the
Duke of Chou. By the institution of the sacrament of marriage, the

“ip —The Universal Order XII 4.
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pre-Confucian or religion of the Old Dispensation in China established
the Family. It secured once for all the stability and permanence of the
family in China. This pre-Confucian or Religion of the Old Dispensa-
tion known as the laws of good manners of the Duke of Chou in China
might thus be called a Famuly religion as distingnished from the .S'z‘az‘e
religion which Confucius afterwards taught.

Now Confucius in the State religion which he taught, gave a new
Dispensation, so to speak, to what I have called the Family religion
which existed before his time. In other words, Confucins gave a new,
wider and more comprehensive application to the law of the gentleman
in the State religion which he taught; and as the Family religion, or-
Religion of the Old Dispensation in China before his time instituted
" the sacrament of marriage, Confucius, in giving this new, wider-and
more comprehensive application to the law of the gentleman in the
State religion which he taught, instituted a new sacrament. This new
sacrament which Confucius instituted, instead of calling it /z—the Law
of good manners, he called it meng fen fa y7, which 1 have translated
as the Great Principle of Honour and Duty or Code of Homour. By
the institution of this mzng fen fa yi or Code of Honour Confucius gave
the Chinese people, instead of a Family religion, which they had
before—a State religion.

Confucius, in the State religion which he now gave, taught that,
as under the old dispensation of what I have called the Family religion
before his time, the wife and husband in a family are bound by the
sacrament of marriage, called Chon Kung Chik L7, the Law of good
manners of the Duke of Chou—to hold their contract of marriage
iuviolable and to absolutely abide by it, so under the new dispensation
of the State religion which he now gave, the people and their sovereign
in every State, the Chinese people and their Emperor in China, are
bound by this new sacrament called mzng fen ta yi—the Great Principle
of Honour and Duty or Code of Homnour cstablished by this State
religion—to hold the contract of allegiance between them as something
~ sacred and inviolable and absolutely to abide by it. In short, this new
sacrament called méng fern ta v, or Code of Honour which Lonfucms
instituted, is a Sacrament of the Contract of Allegiance, as the old
sacrament called Chow Kung Chik Li, the Law of Good Manners of the
Duke of Chou which was instituted before his time, is a sacrament of
marriage. In this way Confucius, as I said, gave a new, wider and
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more comprehensive application to'the law of the gentleman, and thus
gave a new dispensation to what I have called the Family religion in
China before his time, and made it a State religion.

In other words, this State religion of Confucius makes a sacrament
of the contract of allegiance as the Family Religion in China before his
time, makes a sacrament of the contract of marriage. As by the sacra-
ment of marriage established by the Family Religion the wife is bound to
‘be absolutely loyal to her husband, so by this sacrament of the contract
of allegiance called ming fen fa y7, or Code of Honour established by the
State religion tanght by Confucius in China, the people of China are
bouud to be absolutely loyal to the Emperor. This sacrament of the
contract of allegiance in the State religion taught by Confucius in China
might thus be called the Sacrament or Religion of Loyalty. You will
remember what I said to you that Confucius in a way taught the Divine
right of kings. But instead of saying that Confucius taught the Divine
right of kings I should properly have said that Confucius tanght the
Divine duty of Loyalty. This Divine or absolute duty of loyalty to the
Emperor in China which Confucius taught derives its sanction, not as
the theory of the Divine right of kings in Furope derives its sanction from
the authority of 4 supernatural Being called God or from some abstruse
philosophy, but from the law of the gentleman-—the sense of honour in
man, the same sense of honour which in all countries makes the wife
loyal to her husband. In fact, the absolute duty of loyalty of the Chinese
people to the Emperor which Confucius taught, derives its sanction from
the same simple sense of honour which makes the merchant keep his word
and fulfil his contract, and the gambler play the game and pay hls gani-
bling debt.

Now, as what I have called the Family religion, the religion, the reli-
oion of the old dispensation in China and the Church religion in all coun-
tries, by the institution of the sacrament and inviolability of marriage estab-
lishes the Family, so what I have called the State religion in China which
Confucius taught, by the institution of this new sacrament of the contract
of allegiance, establishes the State. If you will consider what a great
service the man who first instituted the sacrament and established the |
inviolability of marriage in the world has done for humanity and the
cause of civilisation, you will then, I think, understand what a great work
this is which Confucius did when he instituted this new sacrament and
_established the inviolability of the contract of allegiance. The institution
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of the sacrament of marriage secures the stability and permanence of the
Family, without which the human race would become extinet. 'The
institution of this sacrament of the contract of allegiance secures the
stability and permanence of the State, without which human society and
civilisation would all be destroyed and mankind would return to the state
of savages or animals. I therefore said to you that the greatest thing which
Confucius has done for the Chinese people is that he gave them the true
idea of a State—a true, rational, permanent, and absolute basis of a State,
and in giving them that, he made it a religion,—a State religion.

Confucius taught this State religion in a book which, as I told you,
he wrote in the very last days of his life, a book to which he gave the
name of Spring and Autumn. In this book Confucius first instituted the
new sacrament of the contract of allegiance called mzng fen ta 37, or the
Code of Honour. This sacrament is therefore often and generally spoken
of as Chaun Chiu ming fen ta vi (5 #% % 5 4 3%), or simply Chun Chixn
ta yi—( #k & %) r.e., the Great Principle of Honour and Duty of the
Spring and Autumn Annals, or simply the Great Principle or Code of the
Spring and Autumn Annals. This book in which Confucius tanght the
Divine duty of loyalty is the Magna Charta of the Chinese nation. It
contains the sacred covenant, the sacred social contract by which Confucius
bound the whole Chinese people and nation to be absolutely loyal to the
Emperor, and this covenant or sacrament, this Code of Houour, is the
one and only true Constitution not only of the State and Government in
China, but also of the Chinese civilisation. Confucius said it is by this

book that after ages would know him—know what he had done for the"
world. '

I am afraid I have exhausted your patience in taking such a very
loncr way to come to the point of what I want to say. DBut now we have
got to the point where I last left you. You will remember I said that the
reason why the mass of mankind will always feel the need of religion—
I mean religion in the European sense of the word—is because religion
gives them a refuge, one refuge, the belief in an all powerful Being called
God in which they can find a sense of permanence in their existence,
But I said that the system of philosophy and morality which Confucius
tanght, known as Confucianism, can take the place of religion, can inake
men, even the mass of mankind do without religion. ‘Therefore, there
must be, I said, something in Confucianism which can give to men, to
the mass of mankind, the same sense of security and sense of permanence



( 14 )

which religion gives. Now, I think we have found this something, ‘This
something is the Deeine duty of loyalty to the Emperor taught by Confucius
in the State religion which he has given to the Chinese nation.

Now, this absolute Divine duty of loyalty to the Emperor of every
man, woman, and child iu the whole Chinese Empire gives, as you can
understand, in the minds of the Chinese population, an absolute, supreme,
transcendent, almighty power to the Emperor ; and this belief in the
absolute, supreme, transcendent, almighty power of the Emperor it is
which gives to the Chinese people, to the mass of the population in China,
the same sense of security which the belief in God in religion gives to the
mass of mankind in other countries. ‘The belief in the absolute, supreme,
transcendent, almighty power of the Emperor also secures in the minds
of the Chitiese population the absolute stability and permanence of the
_ State. This absolute stability and permanence of the State a_ain secures
the infinite continuance and lastingness of society. ‘This infinite continu-
ance and lastingness of society finally secures in the nrinds of the Chinese
population the immortality of the race. Thus it is this belief in the
immortality of the race, derived from the belief in the almighty power of
the Emperor given to him by the Divine duty of loyalty, which gives to
the Chinese people, the mass of the population in China, the same sense
- of permanence in their existence which the belief in a future life of religion
gives to the mass of mankind in other countries.

Again, as the absolute Divine duty of loyalty taught by Confucius
secures the immortality of the race in the nation, so the cult of ancestor-
worship tanght in Confucianism secures the immortality of the race in
the family. . Indeed, the cult of ancestor-worship in China is not founded
- much on the belief in a future life as in the belief of the immortality
of the race. A Chinese, when he dies, is not consoled by the belief
that he will live a life hereafter, but by the belief that his children,
grandchildren, great - grandchildren, all those dearest to him, will
remember him, think of him, love him, to the end of time, and in that
way, in his imagination, dying, to a Chinese, is like going on a long,
long journey, if not with the hope, at least with 2 great ‘‘ perhaps’’ of
meeting again. Thus this cult of ancestor-worship, together with the
Divine duty of loyalty, in Confucianism gives to the Chinese people
the same sense of permanence in their existence while they live and the
same consolation when they die which the belief in a future life in
religion gives to the mass of mankind in other countries. It is for



this reason that the Chinese people attach the same -importance
to this cult of ancestor-worship as they do to the principle of the
Divine duty of loyalty to the Emperor. Mencius said: ‘‘Of the three
great sins against filial piety the greatest is to have mo posterity.”
Thus the whole system of teaching of Confucius which I have called
the State religion in China consists really only of two things, loyalty
to the Emperor and filial piety to parents—in Chinese, Chung Hsiao
(® #%). In fact, the three Articles of Faith, called iu Clinese the
san kang (= #), three cardinal duties in Confucianism or the State
religion of China, are, in their order of importance—first, absolute
~duty of loyalty to the Emperor; second, filial piety and ancestor-
worship; third, inviolability of marriage and absolute submission of
the wife to the husband. The last two of the three Articles were
already in what I have called the Family religion, or religion of
the old dispensation in China before Confucius’ time; but the first
Article—absolute duty of loyalty to the Emperor—was first taught
by Confucius and 1aid down by him in the State religion or religion of
the new dispensation which he gave to the Chinese nation. ‘This first
Article of Faith—-absolute duty of loyalty to the Emperor—in Con-
fucianism takes the place and is the equivalent of the First Article
of Faith in all religions—the belief in God. It is because Confucianism
has this equivalent for the belief in God of religion that Confucianism,
as I have shown you, can take the place of religion, and the Chinese
people, even the mass of the population in China, do not feel the need
of religion.

But now you will ask me how without a belief in God which
religion teaches, how can one make men, make the mass of mankind,
follow and obey the moral rule which Confucius teaches, the absolute
duty of loyalty to the Emperor, as you can by the authority of God
which the belief in God gives; make men follow and obey mioral
rules given by religion? Before I answer your question, will you allow
me first to point out to you a great mistake which people make in
believing that it is the sanction given by the authority of God which
makes men obey the rules of moral conduct. I told you that the
sanction for the sacrament and inviolability of marriage in Europe
is given by the Church, and the authority for the sanction, the Church
says, is from God. But I said that was only an outward formal
sanction. ‘The real true inner sanction for the invielability of marriage
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as we see it in all countries where there is no Church religion, is
the sense of honour, the law of the gentleman in the man and woman.
Thus the real authority for the obligation to obey rules of moral conduct
is the moral seunse, the law of the gentleman, in man. The belief in
God 1is, therefore, not necessary to make men obey rules of moral
conduct.

It is this fact which has made sceptics like Voltaire and Tom
Paine in the last century, and rationalists like Sir Hiram Maxim to-day,
say, that the belief in God is a fraud or imposture invented by the
founders of religion and kept up by priests. But that is a gross and
preposterous libel. All great men, all men with great intellect, have -
all always believed in God. Confucius also believed in God, although
he seldom spoke of it. Even Napoleon with his great, practical intellect.
believed in God. As the Psalmist says: ‘‘Ouly the fool—the man
with a vulgar and shallow intellect~—has said in his heart, ‘There is no
God.” " But the belief in God of man of great intellect is different
from the belief in God of the mass of mankind. The belief in God
of men of great intellect is that of Spinoza: a belief in the Divine
Order of the Universe. Confucius said: ‘“ At fifty I knew the Ordinance
of God.”’*~—z.¢., the Divine Order of the Universe. Men of great
intellect have given different mames to this Divine Order of the
Universe. 'The German Fichte calls it the Divine idea of the Universe.
In philosophical language in China it is called 7@o—the Way. But
whatever name men of great intellect may give to this Divine Order
of the Universe, it is the knowledge of this Divine Order of the Universe
which makes men of great intellect see the abso/ute necessity of obeying
rules of moral conduct or moral laws which form part of that Divine
Order of the Universe.

Thus, although the belief in God is not necessary to make men
obey the rules of moral conduct, yet the belief in God is necessary
to make men see the absolute necessity of obeying these rules, It isthe
knowledge of tlie absclute necessity of obeying the rules of moral
conduct which enables and makes all men’ of great intellect follow and
obey those rules. Confucius says: ‘‘A man without a knowledge of
the Ordinance of God, 7.e., the Divine Order of the Universe, will not
be able to be a gentleman or moral man.”’f But then, the mass of

* fhtA—Discourses and Sayings Chap, II 4.
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mankind, who have not great intellect, cannot follow the reasoning
which leads men of great intellect to the knowledge of the Divine Order
of the Universe and cannot therefore understand the absolute necessity
of obeying moral laws. Indeed, as Matthew Arnold says: ‘‘Moral
rules, apprehended as ideas first, and then rigorously followed as laws
are and must be for the sage only. The mass of mankind have neither
force of intellect enough to apprehend them as ideas nor force of
character enough to follow them strictly as laws.”” It is for this reason
that the philosophy and morality taught by Plato, Aristotle and Herbert
Spencer have a value only for scholars, |

But the value of religion is that it enables men, enables and can
make even the mass of mankind who have not force of intellect mnor
force of character, to strictly follow and obey the rules of moral conduct. |
But then how and by what means does religion enables and makes
men do this? People imagine that religion enables and makes men
obey the rules of moral conduct by teaching men the belief in God.
But that, as I have shown you, is a great mistake. The one and sole
authority which makes men really obey moral laws or rnles of moral
conduct is the moral sense, the law of the gentleman in them. Con-
fucius said: ‘A moral law which is outside of man is not a moral
law.’’ Even Christ in teaching His religion says: ‘‘The Kingdom
of God is within you.”” I say, therefore, the idea which people have
that religion makes mien obey the rules of moral conduct by means of
teaching them the belief in God is a mistake. Martin Luther says
admirably in his comunentary on the Book of Daniel: ‘‘A God is
simply that whereon the human heart rests with trust, faith, hope
and love. If the resting is right, then the God, too, is right; if the
resting is wrong, then the God, too, is illusory.’”” This belief in God
taught by religion is, therefore, only a resting, or, as I call it, a refuge.
But then Luther says: ‘‘The resting, z.e. the belief in God, must be
true, otherwise the resting, the belief, is illusory.”” In other words,
the belief in God must be a true knowledge of God, a real knowledge -
of the Divine Order of the Universe, which, as we know, only men of
great intellect can attain and which the mass of maunkind cannot attain.
Thus you see the belief in God tanght by religion, which people imagine
enables the mass of mankind to follow and obey the rules of moral
conduct, is illusory. Men rightly call this belief in God—in the Divine
Order of the Universe taught by religion—a faith, a trust, or, as I
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called it, a refuge. Nevertheless, this refuge, the belief in God, taught
by religion, although illusory, an illusion, helps towards enabling men
to obey the rules of moral conduct, for, as I said, the belief in God
gives to men, to the mass of maunkind, a sense of security and a sense
of permanence in their existence. Goethe says: “ Piety (Frommigkeit),
7.e., the belief in God, tanght by religion, is not an end in itself but
only a means by which, throngh the complete and perfect calmness of
mind and temper (Gemuethsruehe) which it gives, to attain the highest
state of culture or human perfection.”” In other words, the belief in God
taught by religion, by giving men a sense of security and a sense of
permanence in their existence, calms them, gives them the necessary
calmmness of mind and temper to feel the law of the gentleman or moral
sense in them, which, I say again, is the one and sole authority to
. make men really obey the rules of moral conduct or moral laws.

But if the belief in God taught by religion only helps to make
men obey the rules of moral conduct, what is it then upon which
Religion depends principally to make men, to make the mass of
mankind, obey the rules of moral conduct? It is zwspization.. Matthew
Arpold truly says: ‘‘The noblest souls of whatever creed, the pagan
Empedocles as well as the Christian Paul, have insisted on the necessity
of inspiration, a living emotion to make moral actions perfect.” Now
‘what is this inspiration or living emotion in Religion, the paramount
virtue of Religion upon which, as I said, Religion principally depends
to make men, to enable and make even the mass of maukind obey the
‘rules of moral conduct or moral laws?

You will remember I told you that the whole system of the
teachings of Confucius may be summed up in one word: the Law of the
Gentleman, the mnearest equivalent for which in the Furopean lan-
guages, I said, is moral law. Confucius calls this law of the gentleman
a secret.* Confucius says: ‘‘The law of the gentleman is to be feund
everywhere, and yet it is a secret.”” Nevertheless Confucius says:

““Phe simple intelligence of ordinary men and women of the people even
can know something of this secret. The ignoble nature of ordinary men
and women of the people, ‘too, can carry out this law of the geutleman."”
For this reason Goethe, who also knew this secret~—the law of the
gentleman of Confucius, called it an ‘‘open secret.” Now where and
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how did mankind come to discover this secret? Confucius said, you will
remember, I told youn that the recognition of the law of the gentleman
began with the recognition of the relation of husband and wife~—the true
relation between a man and woman in marriage. Thus the secret, the
open secret of Goethe, the law of the gentleman of Confucius, was first
discovered by a man and woman. But now, agaimn, how did the man
and the woman discover this secret—the law of the gentleman of
Confucius?

I told you that the nearest equivalent in the European languages
for the law of the gentleman of Confucius, is moral law. Now what is
the difference between the law of the gentleman of Confucius and moral
law--I mean the moral law or law of morality of the philosopher and
moralist as distinguished from religion or law of morality tanght by
religions teachers. In order to understand this difference between the
law of the gentleman of Confucius and the moral law of the philosopher
and moralist, let us.first find out the difference that there is between
religion and the moral law of the philosopher and moralist. Confucius
says: ‘“The Ordinance of God is what we call the law of our being. To
fulfil the law of our being is what we call the Moral Law. The Moral
Law when refined and put into proper order is what we call Religion.”’*
Thus, according to Confucius, the difference between Religion and moral
law—the moral law of the philosopher and moralist—is that Religion
is a refined and well-ordered moral law, a deeper or higher standard of
moral law.

The moral law of the philosopher tells us we must obey the law of
our being called Reason. But Reason, as it is generally understoed,
means our reasoning power, that slow process of mind or intellect which
enables us to distinguish and recognise the definable properties and
qualities of the outward forms of things. Reason, our reasoning power,
therefore, enables us to see in moral relations only the definable properties
and qualities, the mores, the morality, as it is rightly called, the outward
manner and dead form, the bedy, so to speak, of right and wrong, or
justice. Reason, our reasoning power alone, cannot make us see the
undefinable, living, absolute essence of right and wrong, or justice, the
life or soul, so to speak, of justice. For this reason Laotzu says: ‘‘The
moral law that can be expressed in language is not the absolute moral
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law. ‘The moral idea that can be defined with words is not the absolute
moral idea.””* The moral law of the moralist again tells us we must
obey the law of our being, called Couscience, #.e., our heart. But then,
as the Wise Man in the Hebrew Bible says, there are many devices in 2
man’s heart. Tlerefore, when we take Conscience, our heart, as the law
of our being and obey it, we are liable and apt to obey, not the voice of
what I have called the soul of justice, the indefinable absolute essence
of justice, but the many devices in a man’s heart.

In other words Religion tells us in obeying the law of our being
we must obey the #rue law of our being, not the animal or carnal law of
our being called by St. Paul the Jaw of the mind of the flesk, and very
well defined by the famous disciple of Auguste Comte, Monsieur Littre,
as the law of self-preservation and reproduction; but thetrue law of our being
called by St. Paul the law of the mind of the Sperit, and defined by Confucius
as the law of the gentleman, In short, this true law of our being, which
Religion tells us to obey, is what Christ calls the Kingdom of God within
us. ‘Thus we see, as Confucius says, Religion is a refined, spiritualized,
well-ordered moral law, a deeper higher standard of moral law than the
moral law of the philosopher and moralist. Therefore, Christ said:
‘ Except your righteousness (or morality) exceed the righteousness
(or morality) of the Scribes and Pharisees (z.e., philosopher and moralist)
ye shall in no wise enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Now, like Religion, the law of the gentleman of Confucius is also
a refined, well-ordered moral law—a deeper higher standard of moral law
than the moral law of the philosopher and moralist. The moral law of
the philosopher and moralist tells us we must obey the law of our being
called by the philosopher, Reason, and by the moralist, Conscience. But,
like Religion, the law of the gentleman of Confucius tells us we must
obey the #ue law of our being, not the law of being of the average man
in the street or of the vulgar and impure person, but, the law of being of
what Emerson calls ‘‘the simplest and purest minds” in the world. In
fact, in order to know what the law of being of the gentleman is, we must
first e a gentlman and have, in the words of Emerson, the simple and
pure mind of the gentleman developed in him. For this reason Coufucius
says: ‘‘It is the man that can raise the standard of the moral law, and
not the moral law that can raise the standard of the man.”’t
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Nevertheless Confucius says we can know what the law of the
gentleman is, if we will study and try to acquire the fine feeling or good
faste of the gentleman. The word in Chinese / (@) for good taste in
the teaching of Confucius has been variously translated as ceremony,
propriety, and good manuers, but the word means really good faste. Now
this good taste, the fine feeling and good taste of a gentleman, when
applied to moral action, is what, in European language, is called the sense
of honour. In fact, the law of the gentleman of Confucius is nothing else
but the sense of honour. ‘This sense of honour, called by Confucius the
law of the gentleman, is not like the moral law of the philosopher and
moralist, a dry, dead knowledge of the form or formula of right and
wrong, but like the Righteousness of the Bible in Christianity, an
instinctive, living, vivid perception of the indefinable, absolute essence of
right and wrong or justice, the life and soul of justice called Honour.

Now, we can answer the question: How did the man and
woman who first recognised the relation of husband and wife, dis-
cover the secret, the secret of Goethe, the law of the gentleman of
Confucius? ‘T'he man and woman who discovered this secret, discovered
it because they had the fine feeling, the. good taste of the gentleman,
called when applied to moral action the sense of honour, which made
them see the undefinable, absolute essence of right and wrong or justice,
the life and soul of justice called Honour. But then what gave, what
inspired the man and woman to have this fine feeling, this good taste or
sense of honour which made them see the soul of justice called Honour?
This beautiful sentence of Jonbert will explain it. Joubert says: ‘‘Les
hommes ne sont justes qu’envers ceux qu’ils aiment. Man cannot be
truly just to his neighbour unless he Joves him.”” ‘Therefore the inspira-
tion which made the man and woman see what Joubert calls true justice,
the soul of justice called Honour, and thus enable them to discover the
secret—the open secret of Goethe, the law of the gentleman of Confucius—
is Love—the love between the man and the woman, which gave birth, so
to speak, to the law of the gentlemian; that secret, the possession of which
has enabled mankind not only to build up society and civilisation, but
also to establish religion—to find God. You can now understand Goethe’s
confession of faith which he puts into the mouth of Faust, beginning
with the words:

Lifts not the Heaven its dome above?
Doth not the firm-set Earth beneath us lie?
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Now, I told vou that it is not the belief in God tanght by religion,
which makes men obey the rules of moral conduct. What really makes
men obey the rules of moral conduct is the law of the gentleman—the
Kingdom of Heaven within us—to which religion appeals. Therefore
the law of the gentleman is really the life of religion, whereas the belief
in God together with the rules of moral conduct which religion teaches,
is only the body, so to speak, of religion. But if the life of religion is the
law of the gentleman, the sox/ of religion, the source of inspiration in reli-
gion,—is Love. Thislove does not merely mean the love between a man and
a woman from whom mankind only first learn to know in. Love includes
all true human affection, the feelings of affection between parents and
children as well as the emotion of love and kindness, pity, compassion,
mercy towards all creatures ; in fact, all true human emotions contained
in that Chinese word /en, ({=) for which the nearest equivalent in the
European languages is, in the old dialect of Christianity, godliness,
because it is the most godlike guality in man, and in modern dialect,
humanity, love of humanity, or in one word, love. In short, the soul of
religion, the source of inspiration in religion is this Chinese word Jen,
love—or call it by what name you like—which first came into the world
as love between a man and a woman. ‘This, then, is the inspiration in
religion, the paramount virtue in religion, upon which religion, as I said,
depends principally to make men, to enable and make even the mass of
~mankind obey the rules of moral conduct or moral laws which form part
of the Divine Order of the universe. Confucius says: ‘‘The law of the
gentleman begins with the recognition of husband and wife; but in its
utmost reaches, it reigns and rules supreme over heaven and earth—the
whole universe.”’

We have now found the inspiration, the living emotton that
is in religion. But this inspiration or living emotion in religion is
found not only in religion—I mean Church religion. This inspira-
tion or living emotion is known to every ome who has ever felt an
impulse which makes him obey the rules of moral conduct above all
considerations of self-interest or fear. Iu fact, this inspiration or
living emotion that is in religion is found in every action of men
which is not prompted by the base motive of self-interest or fear, but
by the sense of duty and homour. This inspiration or living emotion
in religion, I say, is found not only in religion. But the wvalue
of religion is that the words of the rules of moral conduct which the



( 23 )

founders of all great religions have left behind them have, what the rules
of morality of philosophers and moralists have not, this inspiration or
living emotion which, as Matthew Arnold says, /Zg//s up those rules and
makes it easy for men to obey them. But this inspiration or living emo-
tion in the words of the rules of conduct of religion again is found not
only in religion. All the words of really great men in literature,
especially poets, have also this inspiration or living emotion that is in
religion. ‘The words of Goethe, for instance, which I have just quoted,
have also this inspiration or living emotion. But the words of great men
in literature, unfortunately, cannot reach the mass of mankind because
all great men in literature speak the language of educated men, which
the mass of mankind cannot understand. ‘The founders of all the great re-
ligions in the world have this advantage, that they were mostly uneducated
men, and, speaking the simple language of uneducated men, can make
the mass of mankind understand them. The real value, therefore, of
religion, the real value of all the great religions in the world, is that it
can convey the inspiration or living emotion which it contains even to the
mass of mankind. In order to understand how this inspiration or living
emotion came into religion, into all the great religions of the world, let us
find out how these religions came into the world.

Now, the founders of all the great religions in the world, as we
know, were all of them men of exceptionally or even abnormally strong
emotional nature. This abnormally strong emotional nature made them
feel intensely the emotion of love or human affection, which, as I have
said, 1s the source of the inspiration in religion, the soul of religion. This
intense feeling or emotion of love or human affection enabled them to see
what I have called the indefinable, absolute essence of right and wrong or
justice, the soul of justice which they called righteousness, and this vivid
perception of the absolute essence of justice enabled them to see the unity
- of the laws of right and wrong or moral laws. As they were men of
exceptionally strong emotional nature, they had a powerful imagination,
which unconsciously personified this unity of moral laws as an almighty
supernatural Being. To this supernatural almighty Being, the personi-
fied unity of moral laws of their imagination, they gave the name of God,
from whom they also believed that the intense feeling or emotion of love
or human affection, which they felt, came. In this way, then, the
inspiration or living emotion that is in religion came inte religion; the
inspiration that lights up the rules of moral conduct of religion and supplies
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the emotion or motive power needful for carrying the mass of mankind,
along the straight and narrow way of moral conduct. But now the value
of religion is not only that it has an inspiration or living emotion in
its rules of moral conduct which lights up these rules and makes it easy for
men to obey them. ‘The value of religion, of all the great religions in the
world, is that they have an organisation for awakening, exciting, and kin-
dling the inspiration or living emotion in meun necessary to make them obey
the rules of moral conduct. ‘This organisation in all the great religions
of the world is called the Church.

The Church, many people believe, is founded to teach men the
belief in God. But that is a great mistake. It is this great mistake of
the Christian Churches in modern times which has made honest men like
the late Mr. J. A. Froude feel disgusted with the modern Christian
Churches. Mr. Froude says: *‘ Many a hundred sermons have I heard
in England on the mysteries of the faith, on the divine mission of the
clergy, on apostolic succession, etc., but never one that I can recollect on
common honesty, on those primitive commandments, “I'hou shalt not lie’
and “Thou shalt not steal.” ’’  But then, with all deference to Mr. Froude,
I think he is also wrong when he says liere that the Church, the Christian
Church, ought to teach morality. The aim of the establishment of the
Church no doubt is to make men moral, to make men obey the rules of
~ moral conduct such as ‘‘ Thou shalt not lie " and ** Thou shalt not steal.”
But the function, the true function of the Church in all the great religions
of the world, is not to teach morality, but to teach relegzon, which, as I
have shown you, is not a dead square rule such as ‘‘Thou shalt not lie’’
and ““’Thou shalt not steal,”’ but an inspiration, a living emotion to make
men obey those rules. ‘The true functicn of the Church, therefore, is not
to teach morality, but to zuspire morality, to inspire men to be moral ;
in fact, to inspire and fire men with a living emotion which makes them
moral. Iu other words, the Church in all the great religions of the world
is an organisation, as I said, for awakening and kindling an inspiration
or living emotion in men necessary to make them obey the rules of moral
conduct. But how does the Church awaken and kindle this inspiration
in men?

Now, as we all know, the founders of all the great religions of the
world not only gave an inspiration or living emotion to the rules of
moral conduct which they taught, but they also inspired their immediate
disciples with a feeling and emotion of unbounded admiration, love and
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enthusiasm for their person and character. When the great teachers
died, their immediate disciples, in order to keep up the feeling and emotion -
of unbounded admiration, love, and enthusiasm which they felt for their
teacher, founded a Church. That, as we know, was the origin of the
Church in all the great religions of the world. ‘The Church thus awakens
and kindles the inspiration or living emotion in men necessary to make -
them obey the rules of moral conduct, by keeping up, exciting and
arousing, the feeling and emotion of unbouuded admiration, love, and
enthusiasm for the person and character of the first T'eacher and Founder
of religion which the immediate disciples originally felt. Men rightly
call not only the belief in God, but the belief in religion a faztk, a trust;
but a trust in whom? In the first teacher and founder of their religion
who, in Mohammedanism is called the Prophet and in Christianity the
Mediator. If you ask a conscientious Mohammedan why he believes in
God and obeys the rules of moral conduct, he will rightly answer you that
he does it becanse he believes in Mohammed the Prophet. If you ask a
conscientious Christian why he believes in God and obeys the rules of
moral conduct, he will rightly answer you that he does it because he loves
Christ. ‘Thus you see the belief in Mohammed, the love of Christ, in fact
the feeling and emotion, as I said of unbounded admiration, love, and
enthusiasm for the first Teacher and Founder of religion which it is the
function of the Church to keep up, excite and arouse in men—is the
source of inspiration, the real power in all the great religions of the world
by which they are able to make men, to make the mass of mankind obey
the rules of moral conduct.® | |

I have been a long way, but now I can answer the question which
you asked me awhile ago. You asked me, you will remember, how with-
out a belief in God which religion teaches—how can one make men, make
the mass of mankind, follow and obey the moral rule which Confucius
teaches in his State religion—the absolute duty of loyalty to the Emperor ?
1 have shown you that it is not the belief in God taught by religion
which really makes men obey mioral rules or rules of moral conduct. I
showed you that religion is able to make men obey the rules of moral
conduct principally by means ¢f an organisation called the Church which
awakens and kindles in men an inspiration or living motion necessary to

*Menciits, speaking of the two purest and most Christlike characters in Chinese history, said:
“When men heard of the spirit and temper of Po-yi and Shu-ch’i, the dissolute ruffian became
unselfish and the cowardly man had courage.” Mencius Bk, ITI, Part IT IX, 11.
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make them to obey those rules. Now, in answer to your question I am
. going to tell you that the system of the teachings of Confucius, called
Confucianism, the State religion in China, like the Church religion in
other countries, makes men obey the rules of moral conduct also by means
of an organisation corresponding to the Church of the Church religion in
other countries. This organisation in the State religion of Confucianism
in China is—the sckool. ‘The school is the Church of the State religion
of Confucius in China. As you know, the same word ‘‘chigo’ in
Chinese for religion is also the word for education. In fact, as the
Church in China is the school, religion to the Chinese means education,
culture. ‘The aim and object of the school in China is not, as in modern
Europe and America to-day, to teach men how to earn a living, how to make
money, but, like the aim and object of the Church religion, to teach men
to understand what Mr. Froude calls the primitive commandment, ‘‘ Thou
shalt not lie” and ““Thou shall not steal’’; in fact, to teach men to be
pood. ‘ Whether we provide for action or comversation,’’ says Dr.
Johnson, ‘‘whether we wish to be useful or pleasing, the first requisite is
the religicus and moral knowledge of right and wrong; the next, an
acquaintance with the history of mankind and with those examples which
may be said to embody truth and prove by events the reasonableness of
opinions.”’

But then we have seen that the Church of the Church religion
is able to make men obey the rules of moral conduct by awakening and
kindling in men an inspiration or living emotion, and that it awakens
and kindles this inspiration or living emotion principally by exciting
and arousing the feeling and emotion of unbounded admiration, love,
and enthusiasm for the character and person of the first Teacher and
Founder of religion. Now, here there is a difference between the
school—the Church of the State religion of Confucius in China—and
the Church of the Church religion in other countries. The school—the
Church of the State religion in China—it is true, enables and makes
men obey the rules of moral conduct, also like the Church of the Church
religion, by awakening and kindling in men an inspiration or living
emotion. But the means which the school in China uses to awaken
and kindle this inspiration or living emotion in men are different from
those of the Clhurch of the Church religion in other countries. The
school, the Church of the State religion of Confucius in China, does
not awaken and kindle this inspiration or living emotion in men by
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exciting and arousing the feeling of unbounded admiration, love, and
enthusiasm for Confucius. Confucius in his lifetime did indeed iuspire
in his immediate disciples a feeling and emotion of unbounded admiration,
love, and enthusiasm, and, after his death, has inspired the same
feeling and emotion in all great men who have studied and under-
stood him. But Confucius even while he lived did not inspire, and,
after his death, has not inspired in the mass of mankind the same
feeling and emotion of admiration, love, and enthusiasm which the
founders of all the great religions in the world, as we know, have
inspired. T‘he mass of the population in China do not adore and worship
Confncins as the mass of the population in Mohammedan countries
adore and worship Mohammed, or as the mass of the population in
Furopean countries adore and worship Jesus Christ. In this respect
Confucius does not belong to the class of men called founders of a
religion. In order to be a founder of a religion in the Kuropean sense
of the word, a man must have an exceptionally or even an abnormally |
strong emotional nature. Confucius indeed was descended from a race
of kings, the house of Shang, the dynasty which ruled over China before
the dynasty under which Confucius lived—a race of men who had the
strong emotional nature of the Hebrew people. But Confucius himself
lived under the dynasty of the House of Chow—a race of men who had
the fine intellectnal nature of the Greeks, a race of whom the Duke of
Chon, the founder, as I told you, of the pre-Confucian religion or religion
of the old dispensation in China was a true representative. Thus
Confucias was, if I may use a comparison, a Hebrew by birth, with the
strong emotional nature of the Hebrew race, who was trained in the best
intellectnal culture, who had all that which the best intellectual culture
of the civilisation of the Greeks could give him. In fact, like the great
Goethe in modern Europe, the great Goetlie whom the people of Europe
will one day recognise as the most perfect type of humanity, the real
European which the civilisation of Europe has produced, as the Chinese
have acknowledged Confucius to be the most perfect type of humanity,
the real Chinaman, which the Chinege civilisation has produced—like
the great Goethe, I say, Confucius was too educated and cultured a man
to belong to the class of men called founders of religion. Indeed, even
while he lived Confucius was not known to be what he was, except by his
most intimate and immediate disciples.
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The school in China, I say, the Church of the State religion of
Confucius, does not awaken and kindle the inspiration or living emotion
necessary to make mien obey the rules of moral conduct by exciting and
arousing the feeling and emotion of admiration, love, and enthusiasm for
' Confucius. But then how does the school in China awaken and kindle
the inspiration or living emotion necessary to make man obey the rules of
moral conduct? Confucius says: ‘‘In education the feeling and emo-
tion is aroused by the study of poesry, the judgement is formed by the
- study of good taste and good manners; the education of the character is
completed by the study of music.” The school—the Church of the
State religion in China—awakens and kindles the inspiration or living
emotion in men necessary to make them obey the rules of moral conduct
by teaching them poetry—in fact, the works of all really great men in
literature, which, as I told you, has the inspiration or living emotion
that is in the rules of moral conduct of religion. Matthew Arnold,
speaking of Homer and the quality of nobleness in his poetry, says:
““The nobleness in the peotry of Homer and of the few great men in
literature can refine the raw, natural man, can fransmute him.”” In
fact, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report, if there be any virtue and if there be any praise—the school,
the Church of the State religion in China, makes men think on these
things, and in making them think on these things, awakens and kindles
the inspiration or living emotion necessary to enable and make, them
obey the rules of moral conduct.

But then you will remember I told you that the works of really
great men in literature, such as the poetry of Homer, cannot reach the
mass of mankind, because all great men in literature speak the language
of educated men which the mass of mankind cannot understand. Such
being the case, how then does the system of the teachings of Confucius,
Confucianism, the State Religion in China, awaken and kindle in the
mass of mankind, in the mass of the population in China, the inspiration
or living emotion necessary to enable and make them obey the rules of
moral conduct ? Now, I told you that the organization in the State
Religion of Confucius in China corresponding to the Church of the
Church Religion in other countries, is the School. But that is not quite
correct. 'The real organization in the State Religion of Confucius in
China corresponding exactly to the Church of the Church Religion in
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other countries is—the Famsly. The real Church—of which the School
is but an adjunct—the real and true Church of the State Religion of
Confucius in China, is the Family with its ancestral tablet or chapel in
every house, and its ancestral Hall or Temple in every village and town.
I have shown you that the source of inspiration, the real motive power
by which all the great Religions of the world are able to make men, to
make the mass of mankind obey the rules of moral conduct, is the
feeling and emotion of unbounded admiration, love and enthusiasm
which it is the function of the Church to excite and arouse in men for the
first Teachers and Founders of those Religions. Now the source of
inspiration, the real motive power by which the State Religion of
Confucius in China is able to make men, to enable and make the mass
of the population in China obey the rules of moral conduct is the “ Love
for their father and mother.” ‘The Church of the Church Religion,
Christianity, says:-*‘ Love Christ.”” The Church of the State Religion
of Confucius in China—the ancestral tablet in every family—says '
““Iove your father and your mother.”” St. Paul says:—'‘Let every
man that names the name of Christ depart from iniguity.”’ But the
author of the book on Filial Piety (3 #), written in the Han dynasty,
the counterpart of the /mztatio Christd in China, says: ‘‘Let every one
who loves his father and mother depart from iniquity.”” In short, as the
essence, the motive power, the source of real inspiration of the Church
religion, Christianity, is the Love of Christ, so the essence, the motive
power, the source of real inspiration of the State Religion, Confucianism
in China, is the ““Love of father and mother "’—Filial Piety, with its cult
of ancestor worship. '

Confucius says :—** To gather in the same place where our fathers
before us have gathered; to perform the same ceremonies which they
before us have performed; to play the same music which they before us
have played; to pay respect to those whom they honoured; to love those
who were dear to them; in fact, to serve them now dead as if they were
living, and now departed, as if they were still with us, that is the highest
achievement of Filial Piety.”” Confucius, further says :—*'‘ By cultivat-
ing respect for the dead, and carrying the memory back to the distant
past, the good in the people will grow deep.”” Cogrtavt dies antiguos, et
annos elernos in ments habui. ‘That is how the State Religion in China,
Confucianism, awakens and kindles in men, the inspiration or living
emotion necessary to enable and make them obey the rules of moral
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conduct, the highest and most important of all these rules being the
absolute Duty of Loyalty to the Emperor, just as the highest and most
important rules of moral conduct in all the Great Religions of the world
is fear of God. In other words, the Church Religion, Christianity,
says :—‘‘Fear God and obey Him.”’ But the State Religion of Con-
fucius, or Confucianism, says:—‘ Honour the Emperor and be loyal to
him.”” The Church Religion, Christianity, says:—*‘ If you want to fear
God and obey Him, you must first love Christ.”” The State Religion
of Confucius, or Confucianism, says:—‘“If you want to honour the
Emperor and be loyal to him, you must first love your father and
wother.”’
Now I have shown you why it is that there is no conflict between
the heart and the head in the Chinese civilisation for these last 2,500
years since Confucius’ time. The reason why there is no such conflict is
because the Chinese people, even the mass of the pepulation in China,
do not feel the need of Religion—I mean Religion in the European sense
of the word ; and the reason why the Chinese people do not feel the need
of religion is because the Chinese people have in Confucianism some-
thing which can take the place of Religion. That something, I have
shown you, is the principle of absolute Duty of Loyalty to the Emperor;
the Code of Honour called Ming fen ia yi, which Confucius teaches in
the State Religion which he has given to the Chinese nation. The
greatest service, I said, which Confucius has done for the Chinese people
is in giving them this State Religion in which he taught the absolute
Duty of Loyalty to the Emperor. -
Thus much I have thought it necessary to say about Confucius
and what he has done for the Chinese nation, because it has a very im.
portant bearing upon the subject of our present discussion, the Spirit of
the Chinese People. For I want to tell you and you will understand it
from what I have told you, that a Chinaman, especially if he is an
educated man, who knowingly forgets, gives up or throws away the Code
of Honour, the Ming fen ta yi in the State Religion of Confucius in
China, which teaches the absolute Divine Duty of Loyalty to the
Emperor or Sovereign to whom he has once given his allegiance, such a
Chinaman is a man who has lost the spirit of the Chinese people, the
spirit of his nation and race: ke &5 no longer a real Chinaman. |

Finally, let me shortly sum up what I want to say on the subject
of our present discussion—~the Spirit of the Chinese People or what is the
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real Chinaman. ‘The real Chinaman, I have shown youn, is a man who
* lives the life of a man of adult reason with the simple heart of a child,
and the Spirit of the Chinese people is a happy union of soul with
intellect. Now if you will examine the products of the Chinese mind in
their standard works of art and literature, you will find that it is this
happy union of soul with the intellect which makes them so satisfying
and delightful. What Matthew Arnold says of the poetry of Homer is
true of all Chinese standard literature, that ‘‘ it has not only the power
of profoundly touching that natural heart of humanity, which it is the
weakness of Voltaire that he canmot reach, but can also address the
understanding with all Voltaire’s admirable simplicity and rationality.”’

Matthew Arnold calls the poetry of the best Greek poets the
priestess of imaginative reason. Now the spirit of the Chinese people,
as it is seen in the best specimens of the products of their art and litera-
ture, is really what Matthew Arnold calls imaginative reason. Matthew
Arnold says:—*‘‘The poetry of later Paganism lived by the senses and
understanding: the poetry of medizval Christianity lived by the heart
and imagination. But the main element of the modern spirit’s life, of
the modern European spirlt to-day, is neither the senses and under-
standing, nor the heart and imagination, it is the imaginative reason.’”’

Now if it is true what Matthew Arnold says here that the element
by which the modern spirit of the people of Europe to-day, if it wonld
live right-——has to live, is imaginative reason, then you can see how
valuable for the people of Europe this Spirit of the Chinese people is,~—
this spirit which Matthew Arnold calls imaginative reason. How
valuable it is, I say, and how important it is that you should study it,
try to understand it, love it, instead of ignoring, desp1s1ng and trying to
destroy it.

But now before I finally conclude I want to give you a warning.
I want to warn you that when you think of this Spirit of the Chinese
People, which I have tried to explain to you, you should bear in mind
that it is not a science, philosophy, theosophy, or any * ism,”’ like the
theosophy or ‘‘ ism *’ of Madame Blavatsky or Mrs. Besant. The Spirit
of the Chinese People is not even what you would call a mentality—an’
active working of the brain and mind. The Spirit of the Chinese People,
I want to tell you, is a state of mind, a temper of the soul, which you
cannot learn as you learn shorthand or Esperanto—in short, a mood or

in the words of the poet, a serene and blessed mood.
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Now last of all I want to ask your permission to recite to you 2
few lines of poetry from the most Chinese of the English poets, Words-
worth, which better than anything I have said or can say, will describe
to you the serene and blessed mood which is the Spirit of the Chinese
People. These few lines of the Knglish poet will put before you in
a way I cannot hope to do, that happy union of soul with intellect in the
Chinese type of humanity, that serene and blessed mood which gives to
the real Chinaman his inexpressible gentleness. Wordsworth in his

lines on Tintern Abbey says:—

¢ . . nor less I trust

To them I may have owed another gift

Of aspect more sublime :—that blessed mood
In which the burthen of the mystery,

In which the heavy and the weary weight
~Of all this unintelligible world -~

Is lightened :—that serene and blessed mood
In which the affections gently lead us on—
Uantil the breath of this corporeal frame
And even motion of our human blood
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep

In body, and become a living soul:

While with an eye made quiet by the power
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,

We see into the life of things."’

The serene and blessed mood which enables us #o see tnio the life
of things: that is imaginative reason, that is the Spirit of the Chinese
People.
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Constitutionalism and China
II
BY KU HUNG-MING

I once asked Mr. Rodney Gilbert, the American newspaper
correspondent, who is considered by foreigners in China as an expert
on Chinese politics, whether he knew anything of Chinese history. His
answer was: ‘‘What history have you got? Vour Chinese history
tells us nothing, except about Emperors’ wives and concubines.”” *‘Yes,*’
1 said to him, quoting the words of Horace. '

“ Nam fuit ante Helenam cunnus teterrima belli Causa.” (For

before Helen of Troy, the most untranslatable thing of a
‘woman, has been the dreadful cause of war.)

In my last article, I said that an epoch of paper constitution
is always an epoch of moral bankruptcy in a nation. Now, in order
to prove that Chinese history gives imformation about other things
besides Emperors’ wives and concubines, I propose here to show
briefly from Chinese history: first, how we Chinese people once also,
like the people of Furope and America to-day, became morally
bankrupt; second, how owing to this moral bankruptcy, the people
in China then were ruled mot by a moral standard, but by the law-
yer's law and a paper constitution; third, how this lawyer’s law and
paper constitution ended in Bolshevism ; and finally, how this Bolshevism
in China was put down and the beginring of a real democratic govern-
ment was first established in China two thousand years ago.

A student from a college here in Peking a few days ago showed
me a book called ‘‘Outline of Political Science’’ in which, he told me,
he was obliged to pass an examination. I told the young boy that if he
did not quickly forget all the jumble of learned nonsense he learnt from
that book, he would become an incurable idiot! |

Now, the fundamental fa/szzy, 1 want to point out here, of all
European Political Science from Aristotle down to Hobbes, Locke,
Roussean and Herbert Spencer in our day, is that all their theories of
the origin and raesson d’éire of the State are based on the assumption
that it was the desire for material benefit, inseresss,—the desire to protect
persons and property, or, as Carlyle puts it, to protect ‘‘ pigs and pigs’
troughs’’ that men first came to form themselves into a society called a
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State. But that assumption, I say again, is a false assumption. Indeed,
as it has been pointed out by somebody, even the wearing of clothes by
man was not first prompted by the need or material necessity of being
protected from the cold, but by the inner moral sense in man for
beauty,—for decency. From this, yon can see that the demented soul-
less Republican Chinamen, who cut off their queues and put on
Furopean smoking jackets, because they say, the queue is an incom-
venience and the smoking jackets is more practical for business——do not
tunderstand the meaning of wearing clothes. For, with ouly convenience

r ‘“business’’ as an object and without the sense for beauty—for
decency, there is absolutely no reason whby ou a hot stmmer day or in
the warm dancing-hall of the Hotel de Pekin, men and women should
wear clothes at all! |

In the same way, then, as the wearing of clothes arose not from
material or utilitarian, but from a moral necessity, so human society
called a State also had a moral origin. Confucius says, ‘‘ The law of the
Gentlemen first arose from ®e relation between husband and wife.”’
Now in early primitive time, a man met a woman ; and inspired, both,
not by animal sexual passion, but for the first time, by human affection,
by the divine passion of love, they became husband and wife; and because
the relation between the husband and wife was inspired by a divine
passion, that relation called a ‘‘marriage’’ became a sacred, divine
relation—or, as they call it in FKurope,~—a sacrament. Thus, this
sanctity or sacrament of marriage became a moral standard,—or, as
Confucius calls it, the Law of the Gentleman. As soon as the moral
standard governing the relation between a man and woman was estab-
lished, the Family arose and from the Family,—the Feudal State, the

Family-State in early Feundal time,

Thus, we see that the origin, rasson d'é/re and fundamental basis
of all human society, whether it be a Family or a State, is not interests,
but Jlowe,—human affection, and, born out of this love and human
affection, a moral standard, the Law of the Gentleman. In fact, without
love, human affection and sympathy, you cannot make even a man and
a woman live in peace in a family', not to say, communities, nations and
Leagues of Nations. For, as the French Joubert says, ‘' A man cannot
even be fair to his neighbour, unless he lowves him,~—‘*/es ﬁommes ne

soni justes qu’envers ceux qu’tls aiment.”’
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But, now in a State, why must there be a government? In other
words, what is the origin, the radson d’étre of government? As we have
seen, before human society, a family, or a State, can exist, there must
first be a moral standard and this moral standard is what is called
civilization. ‘Thus, the radson d’étre and true function of government is
not to protect persons and property, mot to protect “pigs and pigs’
troughs, *’ but to protect this moral standard called civilization. But
who first found and gave to the people this moral standard called
civilization? ‘The Canon of History (# #8) of Confucius says, “As a
help to the people, God created for them rulers and teackers” (18 Z2 8B
f£ Z B§). Thus, in the beginning, God-sent holy men were born who
first found and gave the people this moral standard called civilization,
and they were the ruler class and the teacher class. In China, as in
Europe in early Feudal times, the ruler class was called the Skzz (L),
the knight, the gentleman of the sword; and the teacher class was
called the Szu (), the clerk, clericus or priest, the gentleman of the
robe. The function of the priest, was to teach and make men
understand and the function of the kmight, was to uphold and
protect against men called the heathens,—the moral standard called
civilization. |

This, then, was the state of society and government in China, as
in Burope, in the early Feudal period. The people in China then were
not ruled by the lawyer’s law or paper constitution, but by the unwritten
moral standard of the ruler class and the teacher class,—the knights
and the priests and because the teacher class and the ruler class kept up
the moral standard called civilization, the people enjoyed peace.

A time, however, came in China abont eight centuries before
Christ when the ruler class and the teacher class became degenerate. A
saying of Confucius will explain how this degeneration came about.
Confucius said, ‘“A man who has mot the ability to ‘talk’ like
that parson (B %, lit. prayer clerk) T’o or the ‘ fine .appearance’
of my Lord Chao of Sung, will never get on in society now-a-days’’
(Confucius Sayings VI. 14). From this, we can see that the teacher class,
the priest who ought to teach, took to ‘‘talking ?” and the ruler class,
the knight, the gentleman of the sword who onght to uphold and protect
the moral standard called civilization, took to putting a *‘fine appear-
ance "’—wearing red lacecoats and twirling their moustaches. Thus in
every nation and in the world when the ruler class five for show and the
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teacher class /fve fo talk, then you may be sure that the nation and the
world are in a bad way.

But, tefore I go further, let me here again quote a passage from
the American book which, as I said, gives a Red Lantern View of China.
Dr. D. Z. Sheffield, President of Union College, Tungchow, North
China, in a lecture on the ‘‘New Learning ’’ in China, says, ‘‘ Chinese
scholarship has produced a marvellous system of word-signs. And yet
it has failed to train its students in the zmportant art of speech-making .
Chinese scholars have never learnt to talk. Their minds have been
educated, but tkerr fongues have been neglected!  They have recently
created 2 new word for a new thing, Yenr shuo ‘lecture,” now imported
from the West.”’ |

Now, here, I am going to tell this learned American Professor who
thinks that ‘‘ talking *’ forms such an important part of education,—that
this Yer shuo, this art of talking and speech-making once nearly de-
stroyed all civilization in China. For the teacher class who, in Confucius
time, took to ‘‘talking,”’ later on became and called themselves Ju (&),
‘‘ professors,’” who taught political science (B %) and new theories of the
universe (£ ), which, as Mencius said, came as a calamity worse than
the Deluge and the danger from wild beast (# 7 & B) in early times.
Finally the teacher class from being professors became Skuo &'e (B %),
‘¢ professional talkers'’ or propagandists, who, like J. O. P. Bland and

Lenox Simpson in our day, Yer shuo, lectured on ‘‘patriotism,”
~ “{international tutelage’’ and I.eague of Nations for anybody who were
willing to pay them for it. Of one of the most famous of these
professional talkers, named Chang Yi (# #%), a story is preserved that
having been once accused of theft and beaten almost to death, on
returning home he said to his wife ‘‘Look, and tell me whether my
tongue is still in its place?’” On receiving an affirmative reply, he
~ exclaimed, ‘‘If my tongue is still there, I have enough left to mel”
The American Professor, you see here, is quite wrong when he complains
of Chinese scholars that their tongues have been neglected !

In fine, the result and outcome of the political science, new
theories of the Universe and the Yen shuo or lectures on ‘‘patriotism
of the teacher class, the professors and propagandists, was that for more
than two hundred years, we had constant, devastating wars in China
during the period known now as the period of Warring States (% )
which not only brought unspeakable suffering and misery upon the
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people, but also, as in FEurope to-day, destroyed all moral standards; in
fact, bronght the Chinese nation fo a complete moral bankruptey. =~

At last, a man arose in China who, like President Wilson to-day,
tried to put a stop to war and militarism, and this was the First Emperor
of the Tsin Dynasty (B.C. 221). Like President Wilson, the First
Emperor was able for a time to put down militarism not becanse he was
a great man, but because the whole people of China were thoroughly
tired of war and militarism. However, in order to make sure that there
would be no cause for future war, the First Emperorrsent for the most
notorious of the ‘‘talking professors,’”’—fonr hundred and sixty of
them,—dug a deep pit and buried them all alive. He then burnt all
their books. As for the ruler class, the gentleman of the sword, who,
in Confucius’ time, took to wearing red lacecoats and twirling their
moustaches,~most of them, they, their sons and grandsons had been
killed off in the two hundred years’ war; the few who remained after
war and militarism were put down, became fanatic ‘‘ bravoes’’ (#) and
took to assassination and throwing bombs or poisoned mistles; these the
First Emperor put in chains and sent to build the Great Wall.

In this way, then, the old aristocracy of the Feudal time in
China, the teacher class, the priests, who, as a modern scholar says, had
become ‘‘truth-perverting professors’” (il & Z &) and the ruler class,
the knights, the gentleman of the sword, who had become ‘“bravoes” or
fanatic militarists—were wiped out. The great historian of the Han
Dynasty, Szu-ma. Chien (¥ & %), summing up his opinion of the
degenerated aristocracy, the teacher class and the ruler e¢lass of this
period says: ‘‘The professors make men lose 21l knowledge of what is
civilization and the fanatic militarists make men misunderstand what real
militarism means.’’ _

A Japanese gentleman here in Peking once said to me: ‘‘Now in
Japan, militarism is finished.” T said to him, ‘“When you take away
the militarists now from Japanm, what have you left?’’ He answered
that he did not know. I then said to him, *‘Professors and
Bureaucrats.”’ '

Thus in China two thousand years ago, when the old aristocz;_acy
of the Fendal time, the knights and priests disappeared, a new aristocracy
arose,—1he aristocracy of Lawyers or Bureaucrats (). All moral stand-
ards, as I said, having been destroyed, the Bureaucrats set np a new,—
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not a moral, but an artificial standard, called Zaz. A British judge once
when a man against whom he gave judgment asked, ‘' My Lord, is that
justice?’’ answered, ‘‘No, but I am here to give law, not justice.”” In
o:flé;-"ito_ enforce this ‘‘lawyer’s justice’’ called Law—instead of -the
gentleman of the sword, a new class of professional paid men of arms,
gen d’armes, was formed,—called the Policeman (). Thus, as I said
in the beginning of this article, the Chinese mnation having become
morally bankrupt, the Chinese people were then ruled not by a moral
standard, but by the lawyer’s law and paper constitution. Indeed it
was at this period in Chinese history that the word ‘‘ Constitution’ (¥)
came into prominence. But the final outcome of the lawyer’s law and
paper constitution, of bureaucrats and bureaucracy in China two thousand
years ago was, as we see it in Russia to-day,—ZBolshevism.

Many people, like President Wilson, now say that the Absolutism
of Might must be put down and the Absolutism of Right must be set
up. But before we set up the Absolutism of Right, we must first be
sure what we mean by Right. ‘‘ For Right,”’ as Matthew Arnold says,
‘‘is something moral and implies an inward recognition, free assent of
the will; therefore for other people emamoured of their own newly
discerned right to attempt to impose it upon us as ours, is an act of
tyranny ’—the worst of tyranny as we see it in the terrible persecution
of the Christian Church at one time in Europe.

In fact it was against the tyranny of the Absolutism of Right
of the Bureaucrat and Lawyer under the First Emperor of the Tsin
Dynasty that the whole population of China rose up as Bolsheviks and
nearly destroyed all civilization in China.

Finally, however, a really great man from the people arose, who
put down the Bolshevism and become the first democratic Emperor in
China,—the “‘cloth-coat”” Emperor (#i & X F) as we Chinese call
him. He was the Emperor who found the Han Dynasty (B.C. 206).
Now the way in which he put down Bolshevism was by substituting
for the Absolutism of Right of the Bureauncrat and Lawyer,—the
Absolutism of Might of the Emperor. For the first thing he did when
he became Emperor was to durn all the Law books and paper constitutions
and, like the Russian Baron now in Urga, he promulgated a short simple
Constitution of #ree artrcles (¥ ¥ = 8) namely :— |

- T.~—All murderers must be killed,
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11.—All robhers must be killed.
111.—All damage done must be pazd for.

He then set up, as I said, the Absolutism of Might when he declared,
“‘1 got the Empire on horseback wizk my sword!” (Ji B K L8 X F).
With this Absolutism of Might, however, he created the first democratic
government in China and this, as I have explained it in my article
““T'he Chinese Body Politic,”’—by making the Absolutism of Might
of the Emperor responsible to the public opinion (W &) of the best
educated men tn the country. 1t was thus, as I said, that the beginning
of a real democratic government was first established in China two
thousand years ago.

Thus we see from this short survey of Chinese history that what
““ make the world unsafe for democracy’ are zos ‘‘ Militarists,”’
but— Professors and Burecaucrals! Professors are miseducated men and
Bureaucrats are falf-educated men. The cure for professor and bureau-
cracy, therefore, is—rea! educarion. But before there can be real
education, there must first of all be real government and before there
can be real goveriiment, there must first be *‘ Kingship.”” Lord Beacons-
field says, ‘‘I do not know whether the theory of the ‘divine right of
Kings®' is now any longer temable, but I believe that, unless the
man responsible for the good government in a country, has absolute

power to do what ‘e thinks right, government, good government is an
impossibility.”’

really

In conclusion then, what is wanted in China and in the world
to-day is not ** Constitntionalism,” but Kiugskip. For living now as
we are in this, what the learned American Professor calls a constitution- -
securing epoch, we can say with Confucius, ““ Even among uncivilized
people’ '—such as the Mongols and Buriats now under the Russian
Baron, the real samurar from the Baltic Province,—** #ere o5  Kingship,’
whereas among the so called civilized nations now there ¢s none ” (RIK 2

AR EH % ).
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