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REEPORT OF THE CIVIL ARRONAUTICS BOARD
of the
Investigation of an Accident Invelving Aireraft
in Scheduled Air Carrier Operation

An zeccident, which resulted in minor damage to & Douglas IC-3
airplens, NC 18153, owned and operated by American sarlines, Inc.,
ocecurred et about 12.00 midnight on February 17, 1942, a% La Guardis
Airport, Hew York, UNone of the nine pessengers or the crew of thres
was 1njured. The crew consisted of Captain Cherles H. Rickerds, First
Officer Clyde H. rroper, both of wnom were properly certi.icated and
appropriately rated, and a stewardess, E. McNaul,

The flight, designated by American as Trip 18-39 of February 17,
criginated at Boston, Massachusetts, with New York, New York, azs 1ts
destination. The trip was uneventful until the plene was nearing the
ground for a lesnding at the completion of its traip. Just as 1t passed
over the flood lights at the edge of La Guardia mirport st an altatude
of about 60 feet snd en eir speed of approximately 100 m.p.h., 1t
collided with =z bird which broke the raight center windshield about 3
inches from the center post. A portion of the bird's body came through
the vindshield and was later found oa the cockpit floor. The captain
was leaning over to operate the flap valve when the bird struck the
windshield and the first officer, vho was at the controls, saw the bird
strike and had time to dodge., The wvision of both pilots wes unzffected
and Propsr conpleted the lunding without further incident.

American sirlinss h-s imitiated o preogram of .ltering .11 wind-
shields by installing gloss of greater thickness. This i1nstallation
1s being made as rapadly os gluss of the proper quulity {ripple free)
cen be obtained.

PROBABLE C.USE- Presencc of & bird in approach path of plune.
CONTRIBUTING FaCTOR: Windshield glass of inadequcte thickness to
resist the forcec of the impact.

BY THE BOARD

/s/ Dotiin Chorlos Brom
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