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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING

LIFE”

by SHEN Fu
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER ONE: WEDDED BLISS
(Continued from the lust issue)

My uncle Such’un died early without an
heir, and my father made me succeed his
line. His tomb was situated on Longevity
Hill in Hsik’uatang by the side of our an-
cestral tombs, and it was our custom to go
and visit the grave every spring. As there
was a beautiful garden called Koyilian in
its neighbourhood, Miss Wang begged to
come with us. Yiin saw that the pebbles
on this hill had beautiful grains of dif-
ferent colours, and said to me: “If we
were to collect these pebbles and make
thern into a grotto, it would be even more
artistic than one made of Hsiianchow
stones.” I expressed the fear that there
might not be enocugh of this kind., “If
Yiin really likes them, I’ll pick them for
you,” said Miss Wang. So we borrowed a
bag from the watchman, and went along
collecting them. Whenever she saw one, she
would ask for my opinion. If I said
‘good’, she would pick it; and if I said
‘no,” she would discard it. Very soon we
had a fairly full bag and Miss Wang was
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perspiring all over. “‘If we get any more,
we shant be able to carry them home,”
she said. (“l have been told,” said Yiin,
as we were going along, “that mountain
fruits must be gathered by monkeys, which
seems quite true.” Miss Wang was furi-
ous and stretched both hands as if to
scratch her. I stopped her and said to
Yin by way of reproof: “You cannot
blame her for being ‘angry, because she is
doing all the work and you stand by and
say such unkind things.” Then on our
way back, we visited the Koyiian Garden,
in which we saw a profusion of flowers
of all colours. Wang was very childish;
she would break a flower branch for no
reason, and Yiin scolded her, saying:
“You are not going to put it in a vase or
in your hair. Why destroy flowers like
that?” “Oh! what’'s the harm? These
flowers don’t feel anything.” “All right,”
I said, “you will be punished for this one
day by marrying a pock-marked bearded
fellow for your husband to avenge the
flowers.” Wang looked at me in anger,
threw the flowers to the ground, and kicked
them into the pond. “Why do you all bully
me?” she said. However, Yiin made it up
with her, and she was finally pacified.
Yiin was at first very quiet and loved
to hear me talk, but I gradually taught
her the art of conversation as one leads a
cricket with a blade of grass. She then
gradually learnt the art of conversation.
For instance, at meals, she always mixed
her rice with tea, and loved to eat stale
Lpickled bean-curd, called ‘stinking bean-
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card’ in Scochow. Another thing she liked
to eat was a kind of small pickled cucum-
ber. I hated both of these things, and said
to her in fun one day: “The dog, which
has no stomach, eats human refuse because
it doesn’t know that refuse stinks, while
the beetle rolls in dunghills and is chang-
ed into a cicada because it wants to fly
up to heaven. Now are you a dog or a
beetle?” To this Yiin replied: “One eats
bean-curd because it is so cheap and it goes
with dry rice as well as with congee. I
am used to this from childhood. Now I
am married into your home, like a beetle
that has been transformed into a cicada,
but I am still eating it because one should
not forget old friends. As for pickled
cucumber, I tasted it for the first time in
your home.” “Oh, then, my home is a
dog’s kennel, isn't it?” Yiin was embarras-
sed and tried to explain it away by say-
ing: “Of course there is refuse in every
home; the only difference is whether one
eats it or not. You yourself eat garlice, for
instance, and I have tried to eat it with
you. I won’t compel you to eat stinking
bean-curd, but cucumber is really very
nice, if you hold your breath while eating.
You will see when you have tasted it your-
self. It is like Wuyien, an ugly but virtu-
ous woman.” ‘“Are you going to make me
a dog?’ 1 asked. “Well, I have been a
dog for a long time, why don’t you try to
be one?’ So she picked one with her chop-
sticks and pushed it into my mouth. I held
my breath and ate it and found it indeed
delicious. Then I ate it in the usual way
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and found it to have a marvelious flavour.
And from that time on, I loved the cucum-
ber also. Yiin also prepared pickled bean-
curd mixed with sesame seed oil and sugar,
which I found also to be a delicacy. We
then mixed pickled cucumber with pickled
bean-curd ¢nd called the mixture ‘the
double-flavoured gravy.” I said 1 could not
understand why I disliked it at first and
began to love it so now. “If you are in
love with a thing, you will forget its
ugliness,” said Yiin.

My younger brother Ch’it'ang married
the daughter of Wang Hslichou. It hap-
pened that on the wedding day, she want-
ed some pearls. Yin took her own pearls,
which she had received as her bridal gift,
and gave them to my mother. The maid-
servant thought it a pity, but Yiin said:
“A woman is an incarnation of the female
principle, and so are pearls. For a wo-
man to wear pearls would be to leave no
room for the male principle. For that
reason I don’t prize them.” She had, how-
ever, a peculiar fondness for old books and
broken slips of painting. Whenever she
saw odd volumes of books, she would try
to sort them out, arrange them in order,

and have them rebound properly. These
were collected and labelled ‘“Ancient
Relics.,” When she saw scrolls of calli-

graphy or painting that were partly spoilt,
she would find some old paper and paste
them up nicely, and ask me to fill up the

broken spaces.* These were kept rolled up

*The author was a painter, and for a time
painted for his living.—Tr.
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properly and called “Beautiful Gleanings.”
This was what she was busy about the
whole day when she was not attending to
the kitchen or needle-work. When she
found in old trunks or piles of musty
volumes any writing or painting that
pleased her, she felt as if she had dis-
covered some precious relic, and an old
woman neighbour of ours, by the name of
Feng, used to buy up old seraps and sell
them to her. She had the same tastes
and habits as myself, and besides had the
talent of anticipating my wishes, doing
things without being told and doing them

to my perfect satisfaction.

Once I said to her: “It i{s a pity that
you were born a woman, If you were a
man, we could travel together and visit all
the famous places of the world.”

“Oh! this is not so very difficult,” said
Yiin. “Wait till I am middle-aged. Even
if T cannof accompany you to the five
sacred mountains then, we can travel to
the nearer places, like Huch’iu and Ling-
yen, as far south as the West Lake and as
far north as P’ingshan [in Yangchow].”

“Of course this is all right, except that
I am afraid when you are middle-aged, you
will be too old to travel.”

“If 1 can’t do it in this life, then I shall

do it in the next.”
“In the next life, you must be born a
man and I will be your wife.”

“It will be quite beautiful if we can then
still remember what has happened in this
life.”
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“That’s all very well, but even a bowl of
congee has provided material for so much
conversation. We shan’t be able to sleep
a wink the whole wedding night, but shall
be discussing what we have done in the
previous existence, if we can still remem-
ber what’s happened in this life then.”

“It is said that the Old Man under the
Moon is in charge of matrimony,” said
Yiin. “He was good enough to make us
husband and wife in this life, and we shall
still depend on his favour in the affair of
marriage in the next incarnation. Why
don’t we make a painting of him and wor-
ship him in our home?”

So we asked a Mr. Ch’i Liut’i, who
specialised in portraiture, to make a paint-
ing of the Old Man under the Moon, which
he did. It was a picture of the Old Man
holding a red silk thread in one hand and
a walking-stick with the Boock of
Matrimony suspended from it in the other.
He had white hair and a ruddy com-
plexion, apparently bustling about in a
cloudy region. Altogether it was a very
excellent painting of Ch'i’s. My friend
Shih Chot’ang wrote some words on it and
we hung the picture in our chamber. On
the first and fifteenth of every month, we
burnt incense and prayed together before
him. I do not know where this picture is
now, after all the changes and upsets in
our family life. “Ended is the present
life and uncertain the next,” as the poet
says. I wonder if God will listen to the
prayer of us two silly lovers.
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After we had moved to Ts’angmi Alley,
I called our bedroom the “Tower of Guests’
Fragrance,” with a reference to Yiin's
name,* and to the story of Liang Hung and
Meng Kuang who as husband and wife
ware always courteous to each other “like
guests.” We rather disliked the house be-
cause the walls were too high and the
courtyard was too small. At the back,
there was another house, leading to the
library. Looking out of the window at
the back, one could see the old garden of
Mr. Lu, then in a dilapidated condition.
Yiin's thoughts still hovered about the
beautiful scenery of the Ts’anglang
Pavilion.

At this time, there was an old peasant
woman living on the east of Mother Gold’s
Bridge and the north of Kenghsiang. Her
little cottage was surrounded on all sides by
vegetable fields and had a wicker gate.
Qutside the gate, there was a pond about
thirty yards across, surrounded by a wilder-
ness of trees on all sides. This was the
old site of the home of Chang Ssiuch’eng
of the Yiian Dynasty. A few paces to the
west of the cottage, there was a mound
filled with broken bricks, from the top of
which one could command a view of the
surrounding territory, which was an open
country with a stretch of wild vegetation.
Once the old woman happened to mention
the place, and Yiin kept on thinking about
it. So she said to me one day: “Since
leaving the Ts’anglang Pavilion,. I have
been dreaming about it all the time., As

#Y4n” in Chinese means a fragrant weed.—T7.
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we cannot live there, we must put up with
the second best. 1 have a great idea to go
and live in the old woman’s cottage.” *I
have been thinking, too,” I said, “of a place
to go to and spend the long suanmer days.
If you think you’ll like the place, T'll go
ahead and take a look. If if is satisfactory,
we can carry our beddings along and go
and stay there for a month. How about
it?” “Pm afraid mother won’t allow us.”
“Oh! T'l] see to that,” T told her. So the
rext day, I went there and found that the
cottage consisted only of two rooms, which
could be partitioned into four. With pa-
per windews and bamboo beds, the house
would be quite a delightfully cool place to
stay in. The old woman knew what I
wanted and gladly rented me her bedroom,
which then looked quite new, when I had
repapered the walls. I then informed my
mother of it and went to stay there with
Yiin. '

Our only neighbours were an old couple
who raised vegetables for the market.
They knew that we were going to stay
there for the summer, and came and called
on us, bringing us some fish from the pond
and vegetables from their own fields. We
offered to pay for them, but they wouldn’t
take any money, Yiin made a pair of shoes
for them, which they were finally persuaded
to accept. This was in July when the
trees cast a green shade over the place.
The summer breex blew over the water
of the pond, and cia das filled the air with
their singing the -whole day. Our old
neighbour also made a fishing line for us,
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and we used to angle together under the
Late in the afternoons, we would
go up on the mound to look at the evening
glow and compose lines of poetry, when we
{elt so inclined. Two of the lines were:

#Beast-clouds swallow the sinking sun,
And the bow-moon shoots the falling stars.”

After a while, the moon cut her image in
the water, insects began to cry all round,
and we placed a bamboo bed near the
hedgerow to sit or lie upon. The old wo-
man then would inform us that wine had
been warmed up and dinner prepared, and
we would sit down to have a little drink
under the moon. After we had a bath, we
would put on our slippers and carry a fan,
and lie or sit there, listening to old tales
of retribution told by our neighbour.
When we came in to sleép about midnight,
we felt our whole body nice and cool, almost
forgetting that we were living in a city.
There along the hedgerow, we asked the
gardener to plant chrysanthemums. The
flowers bloomed in the ninth moon, and we
continued to stay there for another ten
days. My mother was also quite delighted
and came to see us there. So we ate crabs
in the midst of chrysanthemums and whiled
away the whole day. Yiin was quite en-
chanted with all this and said: “Some
day we must build a cottage here. We'll
buy ten mow of ground, and around it
we'll plant vegetables and melons for our
food. You will paint and I will do embroi-
dery, from which we could make enough
money to buy wine and compose poems
over dinners. Thus, clad in simple gowns
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and eating simple meals, we could live a
very happy life together without going any-
where.,” I fﬁlly agreed with her. Now
the place “is still there, while my bhosom
friend is dead. Alas! such is life!

About half a li from my home, there was
a temple to the God of Tungting Lake,
popularly known as the Narcissus Temple,
{situated in the Ch'uk’u Alley. It had many
',Iwinding corridors and a small garden with
pavilions. On the birthday of the God,
every clan would be assigned a corner in
| the Temple, where they would hang beauti-
ful glass lamps of a kind, with a table in
the centrs, on which were placed vases on
wooden stands. These vases were decorat-
ed with flowers for competition. In the
day time, there would be theatrical perfor-
mances, while at night the flower-vases
‘were brilliantly illuminated with candle-
lights, a custom which was called “Illu-
minated Flowers.,” With the flowers and
the lanterns and the smell of incense, the
whole place resembled a night feast in the
Palace of the Dragon King. The people
there would sing or play music, or gossip
over their tea-cups. The audience stood
around in crowds to look at the show and

there was a railing at the curb to keep
them within a certain limit.
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