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FERSONAL PRONOUNS IN THE CHINESE LANGUAGE
Kao Ming-k'ai

‘The present article intends to explain the actual uses and to trace the
hist;)rical development of the personal pronouns in the Chinese language.
The author begins by criticising the theory of Karlgren who maintains
tha; proto-Chi:nese is an inflectional langwage as demonstrated by the
alternation of the casefo'rms of the first and the second persons. The
Present writer thinks that the statistical data of Karlgren do not show any
actual alternation between the characters & and 2% for the first person,
and ¥ and Ff for the second person. But the strict alternation between
3 and 27, shows ‘a definite inflection for the third person, whlch has not
been discussed by Karlgren.

This criticism is followed by an explanation of almost all the
characters used in archaic Chinese for the first person. The author
believes that these different characters used for the same grammatical
function are due to phonetic differenciation (synchronical and dia-
chronical) and to the use of some mew characters to represent new
pronunciaton and the conservation of archaic characters in the written
language.

He also traces the development of the second person K and the third’
person {fll, showing that the character {§% is the descendent of the archaic
# whose original pronunciation is consesved in the vernacular lang-
uage, and that the character filf which is a pronoun of discrimination in
archajc literafive was first used as a phird person in the How Han Shi
# R

The plural form {f§ of the vernacular language is the descendent
of an archaic word meaning “people” belongiug to the group £, i, 4E, .
The formation of the polite form of the second person #8 #in is due to
the adhesion of the initial 7+ of this word {f) to R i 5 + m-> nimy
> 1in, since the bilabial nasal 7, as a final, has’ changed to # in the
northern dialects, The formation of the polite form of the third person fi



(#‘an) is the zesult of‘anaioéuous deveiopment.

The duel form of the personal pronouns ff§ is due to the syntatic
sandhi between ‘the pronunciations of the two words Uay ke (78 {B):
iay-ko> liay-ga>lay-y>tay>lia. This word liay (i) is the descentent
of an archaic group of characters meaning “twin”: §, £, & The triel of
the personal pronouns {2 is formed by analogy.

The anthor concludes by explaining the reflexive pronouns, showing
how ‘they are different from the grammaﬁcalA uses of the E;ur?peax%

proveims of the same kind.






