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THE EAHF?LY FOSTAL HISTORY OF THAIL@:NDQ
BY PAUL P, LINDENBERG, " (I
INTRODUCTION
I Postal Fistory as Part of General History.

Up to the end of the XTX eentury it was generally held that history
ig a record of past politics, of past wars, conquering expeditions or mili-
fary aggressions, During the lagt thirty or forty years, however, scientists
gradually began to realise that human life, pagt and present, is m&hiiold,
is absolutely based on the most contradicting features and facts, on geo-
graphical situation, on food, and on communieations. The devel‘opmenﬁ
of n nation can he influenced so highly from without, that a responsible
historian 19 necossarily bound to consider continuously every possible 4
‘part of human aetivity for obtaining an utmost realistic picture,

This now agpect necessarily leads to the conclusion that the spiritucd
relalions between the individuals which form a nation, the communiea-
fion between capital and provineial towns and villages of a certain
aoumntry, the exehange of letbers, presents and tributes of the governments
themselves, are soms of the most interssting sources for historical researek.
Hvidently they are one of the hases to prove somebimes fundamental
theories. Wa are obliged, ag another consequence, to acknowledge the
davelopment of the technical side of the communicutions, ¢, e., the deve-
lopment of posts, telegraphs and telephonzs, of radis-communieations,
railway, shipping and air-traffic, as being an essential part of human life,
a8 an integral element of the growsh of mankind,

Prom all these I shall choose for the present study the development of

the modern postal servies within ths boundaries of Thailand. And within

“this vary wagbe, complicated and rather obstinate subjest only the period
of its ehildhood shall be particularly considered, that means the time from

it beginning, in the middle of the past century, to the adhevence to the.
Universal Pogtal Union by the Postal Administration of Thailand,in 1885.
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A, POSTAL CONDITIONS IN THALLAND UP TO THR
MIDDLE O THT XIX CHNTURY.

1. The Inland Service,
a. Official Hervice.

The inland wail service of the Thal Governwment in its state up teo

. the middle of the XIX century must be looked ab as originnting with the

administeative reforms carried out hy King Tradlok, {(1448-1488) (1),

who ereated five civil minigtries. One of these partioularly oared for
the transportation of government letters.

A description of the organisation of the oﬁmw.l inland mail given
in 1925 by the Ministry of Communications states as follows :

*Prior to the establishment of Post and Telegraph services in
the Kingdom of Siam, epistolary correspondence was couveyed by
various methods in accordance with old usage.

“ Por the inland sexvice the transmission of official letters was
arranged under two categorvies (— iz, ordinary and urgent ..

“An ordinary meseage was forwarded from one provinee o
another, ‘

“An urgent message was sonveyed by spedial courier. The

cotirier wag provided with meam of sonveyance through whatever
provines he had to go.

Albera.blons and meovementq in the above praotice were
made ab the time when H, K. H. Prince Damrong beeame Minister of
the Interior. Fach important town was provided with regular

couriers, whose duties were to despatoh mwsa,g.,ea from town to town
and to entrust same to fresh couriers,

For instance; in oase of an urgent message mtended for Nagor
Rajasima, the Bavgkok courier had to convey it only to Baraburi.
After handing the message o a fresh courier at that place his duties

ended. - The successive couriers took charge of the message and
carried it to its destination.”

We see here, consequently, a vivid deseription of a well-organised
ralay-system as it was in use in Europe in the XV, XVIand XVII cen-
{1) see; W.A.R, Wood:

A History of Siam, Bangkok 1988, p. 85,
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turias, With vegard to the messengers themsslves we find sorne particu-
lars in another publication of the Ministry of Commerce and Communioa--
tious, from which T should like o quote Lhe following passages : (2)

“The Governor of each town mammmed a number 6f couriers -

- who knew the quickest routes to all neighbouring eities. Important
towng also had special couriers who were versed in travel so distant
cities with which they had business couneetion, In the Capital the
(Jemtral (Government maintained a large number of couriers to yun
o all the cities surrounding the mefropolis, and a group of specia! -
couviers wha knew the guiekest way to every city in the Kingdom.”

The same work gives also somse remarkable hints with regard to the
routes, (3)

“The routes were well marked and known to all. Rest-
houses ware provided along the routes, which were kopt in order by
the people. The couriers were treated wisth respeet, and if they
asrried tho King’s letters special treatment was afforded them on the
routes. TFor urgent and important messages special couriers made
the entire frip, and it was the duty of the towns along the ronte to-
provide them with fresh ponies and other facilities for reaching their
deatination.”

" In this connebtion we must also consider the fact that the king as
well ag many nobles in aneient Thailand up fo the middle of the past
eenfury had o monopoly of trade in most of the exporied or imported
goods, 'They wore, consequently, for the despateh of orders for delivery
or informations with regard o stoeks, ahsolutely dependent on a reliable
system of leh‘nar-cmrrying.

This commercial activity on the part of the official world -
ungvoidably led to numerous difficulties as soon as foreign em-
bassies visited Thailand for the purpose of eoncluding treaties of peace
and comnerce, (4) The European and American eountries, particularly
their merchants, needed the goodk growing here, they needed on the
other hand markets for their own products, and for the safe-guarding

(2) see: Siam.: Nature and Industry. Issued by the Ministry of Commerce
and Qommunications, Bangkok, 1930, Chapter XX, p. 285, seq.

(8) ibid,,p. 285,

(4) see: Sir John Bowring: The Kingdom and People of Siam, London, 1857,
Vol, IT, p. 281. N
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of both, they needed o safe and reliable mail gervice, They were deeply
interested in o free trade which way contrary to the interests of the
holders of the monopolies.

»

The mail despatching organisation of Thailand during that time was,
oonsequently, not free from other influences. The needs, however, of
western eommeree ocould by no means rely on poniés, rowing  boats and
slowly-walking elaphants for the distribution of letters. On the other
hand the foreign traders were highly intevested in sproading as far as
possible over the country but had, according to the various treaties (5)
for the first peried of ten yenrs to seftle only at Bangkok. They could
iravel around hub wore forbidden to purehase land or houses outside the
sapibal.  These marshants, consequently, looked too for a regular, reliable
and quick mail servies, as their very life depended on not being eut off
from the most imporbant town of the counlry, from the main harbour and
from their political representative and protector.

The result of these conditions was, at "o relatively early time, the
fixing of spacial terms within the regpestive treatics of peace and com-
marce to gecura a mail service according to Furopean views of seansporta-
tion. We find, therefore, in the Treaty butween the Honorable Fast
India Company and Their Mujesties the Pirst und Second King of
Siam, concluded in 1826, hy Captain Burney on the pare of the Masgt India
Qo., Avtiole X[ which secursd ‘‘teansmission of letterh fromn one part of
the country to the other.” (6)

Twenty-nine years later, i. e¢. in 1855, Sir John Bowring, who at
that time Was Governor-Gieneral of Hong Kong and British Minister to
the Cotrt of Peking, succeeded in eoncluding o final agrecment. the
famous Treaty of Amity and Commerce between Great Britain and
Siam ; signed April 12th, 1865; ratified April 5th. 1856, Flere the Article
XI expressly indigates that amongst other regulations of the Burney

Treaty, Article XI shall not be ahrogated, whereas Articles 6 and 10
were modifisd.

(8) soo: Treaty of Thailand with vho Vnited States {1856), Art, 1V Treaty
of Thailand with Denmark (1858), Art, V; Tratado de Amisade, Commercio Nave-
gagao (between Thailand and Portugal, 1859), Art, X1; X{I; Treaty of Friendship,
Commerce and Navigation between Sium and the Notherlands {1869), Art. V;
T'reaty of Peace and Cammerce between Trussia and Siam {1862} Art. V.

(6} see; Bir John Bowring, op, cit,, Vol, IL,p. 209, »
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b,  Private Letter Distribution.

Private persons and offlcisls for their personal aff aivs had their own
means of communication. 'This regulted in the empléymenh of private
inessengers which were oceasionally senb by people writing lebters. All
the traders and private persons kept their own couriers and employed.
shem according to their own necessities. (7)

We ean, however, presume that conditions with regard to this mabter
were quite similar to those of the Middle Ages in Hurope. Here the
Guilds spreading over large territories, employed their own messengers
independent of imperial or royal postal organisations. DBesides that
monlks to o large extent carried not only papal bulls, orders, ordinances
or letters of the Catholic Church and its institutions, but alse messages.
from and fo private persons. The postal organisation of the famous
Counts of Thurn and Taxie (in the old German Empire), of the Kingy of
Iingland, of Franee or of the Italian Princes proved to he quite unable to
claim o prevogative, not to speak of a relagia, for the postal service within
their respective territories. On the contrary several of these piivate
postal establishments gradually turned cub o be extremely reliable. {&)

The ah‘e&c’iy”menhioned Thai messengers were originally slaves or
sometimes {ree employeas of rich people Who sent letters to fheix relatives
or for eommercial purposes. There wag, consequently, no special fee for
sach labter to be paid because the messenger did not earn his living from
this business of letter-carrying only, as he did also other work for his
master, -

It is also reported that these private messepgers made uge of the
same routes and of the same rest-houses on their way through the eoun-
try. (8)

(7) see: Iostal Progress in Siem 1885-19v6, p. 8; Siam: Nature and In-
dustry, p. 285, ‘

{8} see: The Penny- Post of William Dockwra, in -London ; the -Provincial
Penny -Posts in Middle and Northern England; the Local Carriers in the United
States; the numerous private postal societies and establichments in Germany; or
the Semstwo Posts in Russia, )

(9N seey Siam, Nature and Industry, p. 284,

-
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S Foreign Seredee.
The connection between Thailand and foreipn counbvies oxisted at
that time mainly by sea thongh there were also soma possibilities of land

roubes ko Burma in the West, to China in the North, to Indo-China in the.

Mast, and to the Malay Peninsula in the South, As, howaver, foreign
mail ehiefly consisted of correspondence of high Thai officials for the sake
-of their trade monopolies and of that of foreigners who lived mainly in or

near Ayuthya, ov later in or near Banglkok, the way by sen wag the most

frequented.
We gee, consequently, during she period in yuestion nuierous British,
Danish, Portuguese, and French vessuls ealling ot Bangkok or Penang,

We see alao the vessels of the Thai kings and nobles not only carrying’

goods, but the necessary wail. Their visits, as they all were ot that fime
-only sailing ships, was highly dependent on the trade winds, i, ¢, on the

North-Bast Monsoon in spring and on the South-Tiast Monsoon in autumn,
‘On the other hand it is quite impoasiblo to give- for the time heing any
~particular dates about organisation of this mail service which was sntire-
ly subjeet to siriotly private agreements and arrangements Winds,
loaded goods, nationalily of the vegssls dictated time and destination, and
- the good-will of the captaing waa more important than nwrgoney of the

lotters, .

- B. BARLY TRHATIES AND FORRIGN 1POSTAL
ACTIVITY (1858-1880),

1. New Eceonomical Situation and its Conseqiences.

The effech of the two treaties mentioned before was the Ayrecinent
entered into betwesn the wudermentioned Royal Commissioners on the
Purt of Their Majesties the First and Second Rings of Siam and
Harry Smith Parlkes, Esquire, on the Part of Her Britannic Majestys
Government, dated 13th May, 1856. - Another effect was the extention
of the number of British traders and their employees, the extontion of the

‘exchange of goods, and, as a necessary congaquence the extention of
mail oo,

At this stage of affairs the means hitherto used of handling of madl,
a8 far as the transmission from Thailand 'to sbroad was concerned,

‘v R . ! [

|
|
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proved to be absoluiely insuificient, The organisation hitherio maintainad,
i, e., the thoroughly ocensional chavacter of transporfing letters from
Bangkok to their Hastern or Western Asiatic or Huropean and other
destinations soon furned out to be too slow, not frequent emough, and
too unreliable, ‘The main problem was, however, that none of the three
named agroements literally dealt with the question of lotber. iransmigsion
with regard to foreign mail,

o Hong Kong Postal Service ot Banghok (1858 - /(‘?‘»’u)

Ways, however, were soon found to check this dilemma, and it wmust
be maintained that Sir John Bowring who af thai time was Governor-
General of Hong Kong, waa the initiator of the respective improvement.
This was reslized by inaugurating a real postal service by ald of the
newly established Consulate-General in Bangkok, The then Postmaster
Goeneral of Hong Kong, 8. B, 0. Ross, later on pubhshed an mterasbmg
article in which he says :(—(10)

“a kind of unvecognized agenoy of the Hong Kong Post Oﬁiua
had been maintained at the Consulate-General, Bangkok, where
Hong Kong stamps wers sold and letters could be registered.”

This statement must, though coming from an official soures, never-
theless he looked gt as gunite inexact. The service is said to have started
in 1868; (11) we can see, however, from every postage stamp oatalogue
that stamps ware nob introduced in the colony of Hong Kong before
Daecember, 1862, The Kohl-Handbook, furthermore, states that speeial
obliterations of Hong Kong stamps used in Bangkok were only found
from 1883 to 1885.

We are, eongequently, bound to divide the postal activity of the Con-
sulate Gensral ohronologically into three perinds, ¢. e, i—

(1) from 1858 to the end of 1862 : acceptance and despatch of letters
only by indioating the postal fes by pen or pencil ;

(2) from 1863 to 1883: handling of letters by franking them with

Hong Kong stamps ; the obliteration took place only at their arrival af
Hong Kong,

{10} =ee: Postmaster General 8. B, O, Ross: Nofes on the British Postal
Agencles, in Stamp ('ollectors Fortnightly, 29th Sept., 1828,

{11) see: Dr, Herbert Munk: Kokl-Briefmarken-Handbuch, Berlm, 1936,
Vol, V. p, 999..
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(8) from 1883 to 1885: handling of letters by {ranking them wik-
Hong Kong postage stamps and canocelling them with a special obliterator
conbaining the ingeription BANGEOK and the date in a cirele of 26 mm.
diameter,

The letters of the sesond and third period sometimes also showed a
large blaek seal with the British arms and the inscription BRITISH
CONSULATHE BANGEOK. By this measure the stamps could not be
stolen. Nothing is known up to now with regard to the postal rates
gharged at that time.

In this connectior: it must be borne in mind that the bandling of mail
by British Consulates wag quite a general custom, If we study carefully
the development of Dritish Post Offices outside the DBritish Lmpire,
especially in Ceniral and South America, in the Near and Middle Fast
and in some parts of Afriea, wo ses that British Consulates General,
Congulates and Vice-Consulates were ordered to acoept mail for despateh,
to use British postage stamps and obliterators, to fix special postal rates

for transportation to Iingland hergel! and to varions other Turopean
~ countries.

3. Straits Settlements Postal Service ab Buyghole (185:2-1885).
' L
As already mentioned the Posbal Service desecibed went to eastern
places, ¢, e,, Hong Kong, and from there to Shanghai, Bwatow, Canton,
Tientsin, Japan, eto, Tha mail to western ports, i.e., to all harbours
west of Singapore, this harbour included, was up to 1882 only handled
after the manner of the eastern mail up to 1864,

The growing quantity of mail sent in this direction as well ag the
remarkable improvement in the general postal conditions in Tndin and
other British territories, however, neoessatily required o considerable
change in the traatment of the mail from Thailaund to western destinations.
Though Thailand herself, as will be explained later, made already
energetic preparations to establish a posbal organisation of her own, this
foreign mail service urgently needsd more gecurity and repulaticns with
regard bo speed, rates, prepayment and transportation. '

v

The result of these considerations wag a special arrapgement between
the Governments of Thailand and the Straits Yettlemente; early in 1889,

*
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which sacured all these improvenents and facilities. 1t embrgced the
‘handling of all mail from Thailand destined for the West.

The litersture ab this moment available unfortunately gives no pavti-
oulars coneerning arrival and deparvture of mail boats or vegarding rates
from Banskok fo Singapore, India, or Earopsan countries via Suez or via
Cape of Good Hope. We know, however, that especially low rates were
laver introdaced for letters to Fngland via Marseilles, (12)

To facilitate the prepayment of these rates special postage stamps
were sant from Singapore to Bangkok, They consisted of the stamps
then in u3e in the Straits Sebtlements, but with an overprinted B. At
the opening of thig new servies which took placs on the 1st Septembher,
1482, the values of 9, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 24, 30 and 98 cents were put on
sale. No particulars are lékomise at present available econocerning the
anmber of stamp3s overprinted, Originally there must have heen large
stocks of supply prepared but most of the stamps are now lost. To-day
they are extremely scarvee, and most of the copies offersd, perhaps
eighty per cent, are forgeries.

There ig a very intevesting remark given by Colonel G. B. Gerini
in his Catalogue of the Siamese Section at the International Bzhibi-
tion of Industry %nd Labour, held in Turin in 1911 ; there the author
8a.v8 with regard to these stamps and their use :—(13)

“They could be purchased in this form at a trifle move than
cost price, the surcharge being devoted to defraying the cost of
earrying the said eorrespondenca by merchant steamers to Singa-
pore,”

(12) From the treabies about Indlsin the Kokl Briefmarken- Handbuch, vol.l.-we
learn only the following figures:—

1859-1863 : Singapore to Ponang 2 Anuas {520 p. 484 )

Singapore to India 4 Annes {sec p. 485)
1866: Tndia to England via Marseilles 6A 8P { 520 p. 486 )
1882: dto. dto. dto. 6A. GP. (gee . 488)

There was, however, an additional rate from Bangkok fo Bingapore of & ox 4 Annas,
which, in 1867, when the Dollar and Ceats Currenay was infvotuced in the Colony, was
-changed into its equivalent in cents.

(13} see: Col. G. E. Gerini ¢ Cateloguce ete. p, 67-68.
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Though Colonel Gerini by giving in his Catalogue a short postal
history of this country, and though showing at this exhibition /lors de
coneaurs an extensive stamyp collection, proves to he well acquainted with
the material in question, this remark is extromely superficial and inexact;
it does not allow any conalusions exeepl that thers was no special postal
foe for the route Singapore-Bangkol or Bangkok-Singapore, but only
something like & tip for the captaing going and coming.

On. the 18t July, 1885. the Postal Administration of Thailand
joined the Universal Pogstal Union. Both the Hong Kong and the
Ytraits Jetbtlements mail serviees through the British Consulate.General
wera consequently suspended. Also this ach was done hy mutual
agreement ; and when we compare thiz development with the already
described postal activity of the other British Consulates, we must see
quite analogous events.(14) In all these cases, as it was thou in Thai.
land, the respective postal administrations had joined the Universal
Postal Union.

¢, THE HWARLY THAI POSTAL SBRVICH (1883-15856).
1. Preparations.

r
After this somewhatb long bub necessary inoursion into the pre-1883

postal activities in Bangkok we some %o the handling of postal affall's‘
by the 'I‘ha.l authovities.

During all the vears from the middle of the past century the Thai
Government knew that the day would surely come when they would
have tio take the entire postal serviee into their own hands. In 1866,
when the New York agent of the well-known atamp printing firm of De
La Rue & Co., London, oama over from the United States and offered

(14} A short survey with regard to this problem taken fiom the respective desoriptions
in the Kokl Briefmarken- Hundbuch shows the fcllowing figures ;-

The British Consular Post Gffices were closed for the said rongon ;

1877 in Cubs, Fernando Yo, Puerto Rico ;

1879 in Peru;

1880 in the Nominican Republi, Houador, Vonezuelsn, ;

1831 in Chile, Columbia, Haiti;

1882 in Nicarngua.
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to supply Thailand with postage stamps similar to those then in use in
Tingland, the time had not yet come and the offer was declined. (15)

By and hy, however, aff airs gob into some shape, and in 1881 H.
M. King Chulalongkorn appointed his younger brother, H. R. H. Prince
Bhanurangsi ag Minister for Posts and Telegraphs, at the same time.
ereating u new Minisivy for the said purpose. The most important duty
of the new winister was the preparation for establishing a modein Thai
postal service, at firet within the limiss of - the capital, then extending it
gradually all over the country. In his birthday speech on the 21st Sep-.
tember, 1881, His Majesty gave very detailed explanations regarding
the purpose and character of this new service, (16)

2]

2. The Bangiok Postal Service,

Only after two more vears were regulations fixed so far as fo he
able to meet the demands of o modern postal service. And on Saturday,
the 4th August, 1883, or ob the first day of the waxing moon of the ninth
month of the year of the Goat, fifth of the deecade, of the year 1245 of

of the eivil era, the doors of the Thai Post Offices opened for the first time.

o ) 9
For this purpose the Minister of Posts and Telographs issued a very

detailed Notification. He referred to the speech made two years pre-
viously by H. MaKing Chulalongkorn predicting the inauguration of the
said Serviee; then he gave all the particulars of the Service itself which
should enable the yet unaccustomed population to hecome ascguainted
with the new institution,

Then followed the Regulutions, The Regulations consisted of seven
tean chapters. JFowur clusses of articles were fixed, namely :—

1. Writton letters in open or closed envelopes;

2, Postoards;

3, Newspapers printed in Bangkok; and

4. Osher printed publications in the form of newspapers, books; atc.

Geographically the boundaries of the new service were Samsen in
the North, Bankolem in the South, Talat Plu in the Wess, and Sa Patum
in the Bast. o o

(i) seo: Reeinald lo May: Historical Note,in Descriptive Cataloyue of the
Stamps of Siam, Bangkok, 1920, p 8,
{L6) see : Fred J. Melville, op. cit. p. 11,
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There were three mail-deliveries daily throughout this avea ; on the
other hand o great number of letter-boxes had heen placed in all parts of
the town o deposit there all the mail to be gathared and distributed.

Special attention must be drawn to the Postal Rates which are an
important souree for some later investigations, TFirst class mail for
instance, i.c., ordinary letiers, was charged at 3 atts for the weight of
one bieal, that is 15, 13 gr., and Latt for every additional tical of weight.
Posteards wore sold ab the counters at the following rate :

1 posteard 1% atte
3 posteards 4 atts
( posteards 8 atts.

The oavds had, however, an imprinted stamp of 1 att only, News-
papers were despatohed for 1 att per sheet, and all fourth class articles
at the rate of one att per tical weight. IFor any letter on which the
postage was not fully prepaid, the addressee wag charged with twica the
amount of the deficieney. ,

The important business of sorting the mail, as well asthe whole
administration, was done ab the General Post Office, which ab that time
was near the Ong Ang Canal that is nowadays near the Memorial
Bridge, in a building to-day a part of the Telephone Seryice.

8. The First Thai Postage Stamps.

Conaidering the means and speed of transportation at the end of the
Jasb cenbury it must have been late in 1882 that an order was given by
the Thai-Minister for Posts and Telegraphs to the firm of Messrs. Water-
low and Sons, Ltd., London, to supply the country with the postage
stamps necessary for the prepayment of the rates mentioned bhefore. And
8 hitherto nothing is known wisth regard to fhe artists who made the
design and who cut the dies, or regarding the choice of the colours to he
used, we must agsume that Waterlow and Jons were entirely at liberty
coneerning thess particulars, They seem to have obtained only a bor-
trait of H. M. King Chulalongkorn. in uniform, looking to the left, an
information indieating the various denominations, and the Thai inseriptions
to be inserted, - None of the ornaments engraved had a particular Thai
character, no foreigner unmegquainted with the Thai alphabet was able
to aseertain the value of a stamp. The printers seem to have absolutely
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ipnored the simplest principles and rules of international posial law
concerning these details,

The denomenations ordered and reosived respectively were :—

1 solot dark blue

1 ati garmine

1 si0 red

1 sik yellow and
1 salung brown-orange.

In'this connaction we must remember that the rather complicated
system of currency then in uge in Thailand was as follows ' —

2 solot e L att

2 atts = 1 sto or pai
9 sios = 1 sik

2 siks E= 1 fuang

9 fuangs = 1 salung

4. salungs — 1 tiecal

On the other hand we bave a much simpler calewlation by dividing
the tieal into 64 atts. This monetary system wag changed, in November,
1908, into one tical, or haht, equal to 100 satangs; that means 1% atts
were approximatgly equal to 2 satangs.

All the inscriptions on the postage stamps were written in Thai and
cousisted only of the indication of the value, hut omitted the name of the
editing country or administration. The centrs showed the portrait of H.
M. King Chulalongkorn.  Printing sheets contained eighty stamps
arranged in ten horizontal rows of eighﬁ"‘copies. No marginal indications
concerning plates or plate numbers were engraved, as is useal with most
stamp printers, and the paper itself shows no watermark. The whole
issue consisted of 500,000 seis, or 6,260 sheets of every value, - Though
there was only one printing, many colour shades are known from every
denomination owing to a had distribution of the colour within the printing
machines. '

There was, however, a mistake made in so far ag these stamps wete
ordered at atime when the postage rates were not yet fixed. The effect

~was that the stamp of ons solot could not be used at all, and that the

stoek of this denomination was, consequently, kept at the treasury and
not sold to the public. Used oopies of this stamyp, therefore, must have

N
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hoen obliterated at a lator timd and with quise different postinarks. Or
they sre forgories altogether.

On the obber hand there happenod a eurious ineldent at the stage of
printing just shis one #olot ssamp  Of all tha other four stamps only wne
printing plate woe wsad for all 6,250 shasts  Tha plate for tho one solug
stamp, howover, muss have heen damapgad in gomn way, anvhow there
was o new plata mado, which in turn, beramae damazed too. 14 had
again to he replaced by a third one, o waahle Waterlow to mannfaciure
the raentivned quantity of sheets, Thers ave slight diffurences recognis-
abhle 80 that the apesialist onn place a eoby a8 bhelonging to the fieat,
gacond, ov thizd plate; basides that thore ars algo slight diTerences of
solour,

Thore was also & one fuang sbamp orderad and printed but nover
igsuad, Tha Descréptive Ouafulogue alraady mentioned savs thab

J ' No satisfpobory explanasion is forthcoming as to why this
shamp way never issued, The reason waually accepted is that it
axrived, not with the other valuos, but at some later date, when its
uge was 1o longer requirad”, (17)

Up to now no vther comment soncerning this stamp was published.
‘Uopies of it are sometimes offered ; particulars with royard to aize of
sheats and numbers printed weve not ravealad. The eplour was o deep
vermilion,

4. Batension of the Postal Serviee,

It proved very soon that the Thai (Government had done well in
establishing o postal sarvies in Bangkok. Tho size of the postal sotivity
turned out to he satisfying ; it gave farthermuare, mueh experience to the

Thai officials for being able at some fusurs moment to inangurate inter-
urban communiocation slso.

All this became offieially known to the public when King Chulalong
korn made another birthday-speech on the 9lst September, 1883, <. e,
only six weeks after the opsning of this Postal Service. Defore an
audience of the foreign diplomats who were gathored to express their hest
wishes in the Grand Palace, His Majesty said:— (18)

1i7} see : Descriptive Catalogue of the Postuge Stamps of Siem, p. 98,
{18) see: R. 8. lo May, op, cit., p. 9.
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““ A Post Offize now delivers letters with regularity throughout the
Capital and its suburbs. The use mads of it has surprisingly excesded
Our expectations, ag We did not think that Siamese would write so many
letters, We ave now most desirous to extend the posial serviee through-
pub Jiam to the great advantage of trade and good government; and
when that is done, We hops, as invited by the Postmaster-General of
(Germany, to extend our correspondence through the world hy entering
the Postal Union.”

Great hopes were there expressed, great projects were there touehed,
and great intentions explained, And it was, on the other hand, quite
anderstaudable, that the German Post master General, Heinrich von
Stephan, the initiator of the Universal Postal Union, had a vivid interest
to'see the famous child of his love spread all over the world, a peaceful
union which should ons day embrace all continents of the globe.

Next year, 7. e, on the royal birthday in 1884, H, M. King Chunla-
longkorn made another proelamation of which ouricusly two Jdifferent
versions exist, For saving fime and space, only the eorrect one shall be

_given here.  On this oceasion the King said —(19)

“The interior postal organisation of our Capital having been
sombvleted, we intend now to extend it to ail the provinces watered
by the river Menam as far as Chiengrai. Tncouraged by the pro-
mise which the United States of Ameriea, Germany and Switzer-
tand have made of their friendly eo-operation, we have scecepted
their invitation to onter the Universal Postal Union, Nevertheless,
the legislation whieh was necessary was not completed until after
the adjournment of the Postal Congress. We do not doubt that
thig step will he a benefit to all the world in general, and, above all,
to our kingdom,”

These explanations lead tio the conclusion that during the fires years
of her own pogtal activity Thailand was already given much athention
by some impovtant western countries, and that a regular correspondence
held between various postal administrations and that - established in

(19) see: Fred J. Melville, op. cit., p. 18, The other version ‘whioch, euriously
enough, is given'by R. 8. le May in his Historical Notes, p. 9, and rung as follows:-
*“Our internal postal arrangements, which were confined to the Qapital, have now
been extended to all the Provinces along the Menam as far as Chiengmai. In-
souraged -by the kind offer of amsistance from the United States, Germany and
Bwitzerland, we have nccepted the invitation to enter the Universal Unien, ..... "
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Bangkok, The German intersst has already been mgutioned; Switzer-
land, as the seat of the Central Bureau of the Union, liked to see a grow-
ing importance of this institution, and the United States of Ameriea had
sinoe a long time eagerly looked for an improvement of their own com-
mereial relations with this country,

The next Postal Congress took place at Lishon in February and
Mazrch, 1885, and besides other countries, Thailand proposed joining this
Union. (20)

In the meantime extensive preparations had been made for extending
the postal service along the Menam River ;‘ but the inauguration itself of
all the post offices took place only a short time after Thailand joined the
Union. According to the explanations given by £. Wyon Smilh in the
already mentioned Descripiive Catalogue (21) we have to note the
following new post offices:

26th Angust, 1885 Paklat and Paknam, with o daily service to
Bangkok ;

135 October, 1885 DBang-Pa-In, for the time when the Royal Court
was in residence therve ; '

19t-h October, 1885: Nakon Chaisi, Prapatom, Ba;ng Yang, Tachin,
Ratburi and Petchaburi, with a weskly service
o Bangkok;

26th October, 1885 a [forinightly service hetween Bangkok aznd
Chiengmai. which on its route touched 21 places;
thers were, furthermore, postal branches erected
ab the same date ot Banpot Pisai, Kampeng-
pef, Raheng, Sukothai and Sawankalok.

‘According to Melville (22) the transportation of the mail from
Bangkok took 5 days to Paknam Po, 10 days to Raheng, 10 days also
to Uttaradit, and 15 days to Chiengmal.

4.

(-20) Other countries wore Belgian Conge, Bolivia and 'Tunis.

(21) Bee: L, Wyon Smith: The Postmarks of Sium, in Descriptive Catalogue of
the Postage Stamps of Siam, p. 96, 97.

(22) See: Fred J, Melville: Siam, Its Postage Stamps, p. 2?’
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A Consequences and Conclusions.

The Joining of the Universal Postal Union had some very im.porbant
consequence for Thailand, which were to alter strongly the character of
the various branches of postal activity, ‘

There wag, firatly, a new legislation consisting of an Act promulga-
ted 1st July, 1885, and embracing in seven paragraphy and numerons
articles all the details of international Dpostal communication, such as
the exelusive privilege of the Government for carrying letters, warranty,
special panal code for private. persons, shipmasters, and officials, ete.

Secondly, special postal rates were fixed for the foreign mail, includ-
ding especially reduced rates for letters to the Straits Settlements, Sara-
wak, North Borneo, and China, but higher rates for South Afriea,
Australia and New Zealand, neither of which joined the Universal Postal
Union before 1891 and 1892 respectively,

One of the further effects was the nécessity to create new Dostage
stamps which were able to meet the demand of this new service. Three
different ways were gradually found, There wag, for instanes, a rate of
12 atts for ordinary letters within the Postal Union; the registration fee
was ab the same rate. There were, however, up to now only stamps at
1,2, 4, 8, and 16 #ts available. The latter, the one salung stamp, con-
sequently, wag sold from this time on at only 1% atts, 2 meagure which
was generally uncommon and scarcely approved of by the publie, (23)

Another measure became necesgary for creating a one tical stamp;
this was done by owverprinting the hitherto unusable ons solot denomina-~
tion. A hand-stamp was at first used, showing the new value in capitals
(1 TICAL), but afterwards, apparently for obtaining a greater stock,
three or four more hand-stamps were cut, all of them congisting of mixed
letters, Nevertheless the whole number overppinbed seems to have been
not more than 7000 copies, It is a strange fact- that genuinely used

(23) Similar cases are, for instance, known in Germany: during the inflation
some of the provisionals were sold from 26¢h November, 1923, on for some weeks ab
four times the face value without special indication. ; Led by similar’ reasons. of
decline of the currency the postal administration of Indo-China, in 1919, sold its
stamps at one half of face value to meet the difference between French and Indo-
Chinese Piastre { sce : Koki-Handbook vol. v.,p, 656 ), In Indiathe 8 Pies stamp
of 1866 was, according to a change of the rates, in 1874, sold at 9 Pies ( see: Kohi-
Hand-book , vol. i, p, 486 ). B ‘

L]
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copios are practioally unknown. But forgeries of the overprint ave et
with in abundance.

1t was not unsil April, 1887, however, that o new permunent sel of
postage stamps was issued, printed hy Messrs. De La Bue and Co,
London, satisfying all the wishes of modern internstional postal laws
aceording to the rules of the Univeraal Postal Union. Colours, water-
mark, inscriptions in Thei and Tnglish, perforation, design, and paper.-
trentment hefore the printing operation, corresponded to the latess
inventions and experiences of the time with regard to safeguarding
againsy forgeries, easy distinguishing of the dencminations and eusy use
by the public,

A peneral improvement within the whole postal adininistration made
it possible {or the Thai Pogbal Jervioe ab the end of the 'eighties worthy
to play ity pars in the service of intornational cowwmuuications, for the
gake of eoonomic and cultural vo-oporation with other enuntries and
continents.




