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AUNT TITRIE

‘Qxor upon a time in ‘a small fishing village in Corn-
“wall there lived a devout end angry clergyman namned
Clement Shore. He wsas an ex-missinndry and had a
face almost entxrely encircled by whiskers, like a-
‘frilled ham. His w1fe, Mary, was small and weary,
‘and gave birth to three daughters, Christina, Titania,
‘and lastly Amanda, with whose birth she struggled
“to . long and sadly, and died, exhausted by the effort,
Amanda was my mother., On Christmas day 181,
,\%%;mdfather Clement himself died and my- Aunt Chris-
E;“\f. then aged ;sixteen, having arranged for what
fk::m'e there was to be sold, and the lease of the
h taken over, travelled to .London with several
tin trunks, a fox terrier named Roland and her two
'younger sisters age& respectively thirteen and eleven:
 They wezs. mat, ~dismailzs.« at Paddington by theirv
father’s stSter “sister Frnesta, a grev woman of
about fifty, who led them. w1thout prt e!t, m Lupus
Street, Pimlice, where with a cértain Gi iciency
she ran a lodging house for bachelors, 01‘:9 installed
they 'automatically became insignificant. but-important
cug-'\#:heels in the smeoth rimnfug _machj__x:bry of ti}f
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houSPQ“m&h&_,was very hi{g}fx anl redyectable. The
ghr. - o : them srared a sma. bedroom with Roland,
from whom they reﬁ}sed to be parte-:l,v and lived two
years of polite sla%ery iuntil ‘1A '\the spring of 1883,
Christina swldenly married James Rcders, Frnesta
.Shoreis -firsi-i lopr-Aront tenspt,; and . é%ng. -with', him
P40 -8~ small hovse -in Cajukerwell,. ta,kmgww;@h her
«Titenia and Amanda, . : o1 ) deeaaaiets
¢ oidames Togers.was a. gppd, mam anrx a.{uano tuner
:.."t'. b tizzoof s, warsiage, Jater ho depelopgdsingo
& trevelling agent for ;his firm,. .so. that,dwring: my
jehildhool. in the houze '-_'I. di@r;t( ;’?‘.?Pr;g‘i}"l}_:-“’.fj him,
_butyhe was mild texzpered and kind when he did hag~
' _pen: to, be at, homerand only ._.l__,d_rank Qccasionajvjy,u, and
-then)withoui, exuterance, .. : TR f
,,,,, -Aunt Christina was f.er:mdable, even when .yonp
snand wuled him firmly uniil the, da.y of, his. death; )he
{was lessssuccessful however ~with Aunt- I,xta.ma. .;nd
any mother, Apni: 'Ir’eama stayed the course for. aboub
a-year and then eloped to Manchester, with a . young
aaugic hall eemixam Jumaboy Potser‘ 1th whom, ihe
dived in sin fox, Lhen yEars to  the bitter sh me of Am,
+Christina. At he endsof this liaison she went on to
-the Btage a , 4fekE e company with fhree. other, dn"ls
“They -calle 1) themselves “The Four, Rosehuds” and
:danced and-sang through the music: ha.lls of anland
“Meanwhile my mother, Amanda, oont_m@d to hﬁ;g in
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Camberwelly heluing: \dlth theshousowork = J; ’ﬁvmg
very wekl antil 1888, &*ﬁfé’n Titans Ureapgesied « in
Nomdony; Eivathed cthe: ghitous G vhei Dliettey e
invited her to atheatricalsupper party at the Monicol
Amanda elimbed: out of het bedroom winlow and:ovew
the yard fenee in order toget there and never returns
edy Titania ‘on being- questioned later by.? Chrigtina’
stated thiat the last she'd ‘seen ‘of Amiands, she’ was’
sea‘el on the Kieé ‘of “an  Argentine with' a paper
firguan’s cap on Her head, blowing o squeaker, Titania’s’
recsliections ‘were naturally somewhat ‘vague as she!
Liad been drinking ‘@ gool deal and“left the" pm‘ty
efrly ‘on e stn‘eng‘-*h of “an "‘unpremeditated reunto:
with ‘Jusds Potter, Christina anxiously pu:r‘mel her
,fn_r:;lxes but’ could discover nothing” ‘about the Arge‘h-
ﬁe‘” naﬁoi‘y Rnew‘hls name, he had ap‘paren‘iy &rxfted
o the party, entn-el_\, umnvm,d Tinally when tWo
& had elépsel and shc was about 2fo g to the
police; ‘a telsiram arrivel from ‘Am‘mda. ‘saying ‘that”
she-was ‘at Ostend and that it was - lovely and that’
nohody: wag to_ to_worry “alont Her and that she iwas:
BeSEinG, AC fow wésks-liter o $hE T Witrs, briefly, this’
tinte from Brivdsels;y she‘shid sHe was’ '&:;mg with'a’
frrend', MHdare Vaulrin, thmce mldi
there were lots'6f otker g 13 ‘vt the ‘houR | and it was*
all g'-eat ft'n) and- nohody ww to WOy about her 48"

she wag very, very harpy Maekeag  2p-geld
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ot F%gg\years after that,, neither Titania not
Christ. n“heard‘nom her at au until Buddenly, just
before Christmas 1893, she appeared at Christina’s
house iﬁ-{x’amberwell in a carriage and pair, She was
dreszed superbly and caunsed a great sem3ation in the
nexghbourhood Christina received her coldly but finally

melted when “Amanda offeved to pay off all the in-

stalments on the new drawing-roum set and gave her
a cheque for twenty-five pounds as well, Titania by
this time had married Jumbo Potter 2nd Amanda
~ gave a family Christmas dinner party at the Gros-
venor Hotel where she was staying, and as a bonne
bouche at the end of the meal, produced an Indian
Prince who gave everybody jewellery. Bhe stayed in
London for six weeks and then went to Paris, 51311
with her Prince, and spent a riotous month or two

until finally she accompanied him to Marseilles whejf N\

he took ship for India leaving her sobbing pictu 2=
squely on the dock with a cabuchon emerald and a
return ticket for Paris, It was while she was on the
platform awaiting the Paris train that she met my
father, Sll‘ Mmg; -8 Daae-Jones. ‘He was a pmSpex-
ous-lool\md ‘man of about fifty, returning on leave
_from Dent . viswi’s wife and family in Exeter.
Howeve ke postponed his ho.necommg for three
weeks in oxder to enjoy Payis with Amanda. Finally
they paried, apparently without much heart-break, he
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for Fngland, and she far. Warsaw; whithe=-. ;-“’) had
besn invited by a Rusaisn gu’l sh:Fa met i brus-
sels, Nadia Kolenska. Nadm had been living laxuriously
in% Warsaw for a year as the guest of a young
attaché to the Fremch Embassy. Upon arrival in
Warsaw, Amanda was provided with a charming
soite of rooms and Seversl admirers, and was enjoying
herself greatly when to her profound irritation, she
discovered she was going to have a child.
. Bhe and Nadia, I believe, did everything they
oould think of to get rid of it but without success.
and 80 Amanda decided to continue to enjoy life for
as long as she could and then return to “ngland. Unfor
tunately, however, she left it rather late, and on a frozen
\xrar'_(nd in January, I was born in a railway earriage
Da 1rLewhere between Warsaw and Berlin. The reason
h)( .amy abrupt arrival several weeks earlier than was
ewaed was the sudden jolting of the train while
my mother was on her way ba.cix from the lavatory
to her compartment, She fell violently over a valise
that someone had left in the corridor, and-tWo Hows
n much to everyone’s emba'.i?ksmﬁl!ﬂind diséoin-
fort, I was born and laid in the luggage rack wrapped:
wn a plaid travelling rug. P
A week later Aunt Christina arrived in Berlin in-
response to a telegram, just in time to §ee my mother
die in a hospitfal ward. With her usual prompt.effi-



wl:t(ni were oomideeablé urﬂ\\}f&vﬂxg« zmder#mno&' that
there were Inoiisavings in hny binl, took e baek to
Engbind: with ‘her and’ensconsat me_in'Lov own' bedy
w0 - iR her new . hoadc, Ntm\bev I'#o Granbeﬁ'ir
Avenve; Keanington, o0 tow shosmd f,
gEryo[nS saw bra  g1o4i 3 Maver brs Breotio Biine

=~ My life-thiti) my Uncle' Jomngs “Rogets® desth in
1904 was 'ag evenifll for me as it.is'for jnest hiklren
who are learning tw walk and talicand becosie aware

- of thinds, (Arfew insidentsOvemaii’ in my mémory,
Notably, ' & meeting with' my “AuwstTitania wheh ‘T
was about three; She sisels stiowsly of scend and Ber .
‘hair was bright yellow, She bounced e ‘gaily. d&ﬂa&
knee wnsil T wiis sick,” after wifiol;” ghe’ seewied 38
lose interest in ‘me, T retiember ‘also, wheh_mﬁﬂ
Little older; 'my ' Unele Jim carie inte iy ¥oo.d 1w &t
night, ‘T awoke just in-time? o ‘seé Wint g6 over to thie
mantél fece dd" éﬁmi«w' tWo' green’ ‘GHina’ Fedes on%s
the ‘floor,” Ifcmi ' lor~udodisel ol ip dasegligepad!
AR Ob S ored too @41 Hinly Y Roouhl ingo s
ﬂeeg%mmhy\singingfhym fs%fbry» ‘and’ daying

_\?rayers ST BOTHOVAR bislg & w

T et i five T wad hedd fo ékﬁh&&ﬁg«r&n on
weelidny s and’ 4V Eimlay Schéolion Suhday aiterndons

A Miss Binee kept the Kinderghiten, " Bhe wore skiih




Blovises mth puffel =laeves and tavtar mz‘.e{, Ter
hair was done up over ‘a pad Twice s week we had
arawing lesdong and were‘ allowed to use coliired
chdlks, ¥ didn't care for any of the: o‘her chlldreh.
and dislikel the little’ gitls’ particalarly bedausa they
used to sqaablble during playtime, dnd pull ' éach’ o..her'a’
hair, and ery at the lsast th‘mg :
1 enjoyed the Sunday Schobl ituch more béénusé
we' used to stand in a ¢frolé and sing hymns, and tL.>
téxehier bad a large ilust¥ated” Bible which had o
picture of Cod the Father throwing & Hen out’ of
Heaven, and another one of Jesus, ‘With his apodtles’
Bitting’ at a largé table and eating’ rolis, :E'vérsibody
had bear&a and white nxgli’tng‘ns anr] Iookéd very

¥

{qw' j
" When I was nine, Unelé Jind died. A1l the blinds
’m #he house were pullsd down; afid wé walked abow
soiily as théugh he’ weve oﬁiy dslee’b and" we® were
aftaid of waking him. IS, theséi'vant; who had'only
been' with w8 for two weeks! trhiled up and down the
stairs’ mlﬁ'rubly with' woehs e tears” streaking hef
e Pethaps she’ cried’ ab? thM“ﬁ
Yerenvetient, Lowever remotie from {'~ or: pémm
she was merely frightenéd.. Eveén thé ce}} Feerel dex
resed and lay wndér thé Sofh Fof hows . ~67ac Giné
i’ a'sott of coms, Awit Christind toole e in to Bes
Thole Jim lying in bed ‘covéred with s’ sbeet” up: to
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his: chi“~bia_eyes were.closed, and his face wen yellow
like tallow, his uose look\evd/\:x'?;* though - soragone .had
pinched it. Aunt. Christina walked firmly up to the
bed, £nd having straightened the end of the sheet,
bent down and kissed him on the forehead so suddenly
that - ’m Sure he would have jumped if he had been
alive. Then she looked,across at me and said that
his spirit had gone to heaven. Outside in the street
-8 barrel organ, was playing and there were some chil-
dren yelling a little way off, but these sounds seemed
faint and unreal as though I were listening fo them
from inside a box.
.1 went to the funeral with Aunt Chrstms and
A'nn_,t 'I;tanga. in.a closed carriage which smelt strongly
of horses and leather, On the way Aunt T'é.\qu,' >
wanted. to smoke a cigarette but Aunt Christina w&s\
very angry and wouldn’t let her. I sat with my bdck
to the..horse. and watched them arguing about+ it,
sitbing side' by side . joggling 'slightly as the carriage
wheels bumped over the road. Finally Aunt Christina
sniffed loudLv and El_x_uj)wz: mouth in a Man&
refused to say anauher word, whereupon Aunt_Titania
leaned a. 11ttle forward and looked grandly out of the
.\mndow \mn we reaohad the Cemetery. I stood undef
", tree .wit_her while the actual buriel was going on
: and she gave .me some peppermints out of her muff,
When we. got home again we all had tea and: Irig
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“made some dripping toast, but the atmnsPherfﬂ was
strained, Aftcor tea, I went down to the iichen to
help Iris with the washing up and we listened to the
voices upstairs getting angrier and angrier vntil finally
the front door slammed so loudly thatall the erockery
shook on the dresser, Presently we heard Aunt
Christina playing hymns and I didn’t see ‘unt Titenia
again for many years,

Soon after this I went to a day school in Stock=-

well, it wasn’t very far away and I used to go there—

in & ’bus and walk home. There was an enormous
“horse chestnut tree just inside the school gate and we
used to collect the chestnuts and put them on strings
and play conkers, They were rich shiny brown when
we first picked them up, like the piano in our front
room, but afterwards the shine wore off anl they
wert X't nearly 8o nice, I hated the headmaster who
wa.s:\iauouu =wnd had a very hearty laugh. He insisted
on everybody playing football and used to keep goal
himself, shouting loudly as he jumped about. One of
the under masters was freckled and kind and usel to
—pacon tny behind in the locl';‘é.v;"pz_rl~ ~“en I was
changing, Much as I disliked school, I disliked coming

home in the evenings still more, mv »-.rtuzedto sink
N
a8 I stood outside the front deor anl watched Aunmt .-

Christina wobbling towards me through the coloured
glass, She generally let me in without saying & word
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and § wal to o siroight usshaiss’ o' ing biloom
sndxreaM’ g hmgﬁmrl; whtil Savper time,
because Ivis 187t at six @nd and there wéé-mbaayz!t“é
talk to. Auvnt-Christina salways said guace betore and
after meals, and regularly, <when we'd exmea%a}
the supper 'tlimss and piled them up ih'tbe'kitéhéﬁf
she used to ;lay Lyiins land make: e sing them with'
her. Sundays were particularlyawful hesause! T' had
0’ go fio Churchimorning and evening; a8’ well as 'to Sun~
day School i the afternoons.  The THoar iwas very
skinny -and while I lstened t5 Kis™ threaty' véice
seresching oufthe serfon T uséd to” amuse’ myself by‘
eovnting how wiany times his 'Adam's Apple’ bobbed
up and: down beliind his white Gollar. The Woman”
who alwvays: Bat: next to us had bwl feet ank‘the
whele 'pew smelsof heri
« ' -1 nsed to ask Aunt:Christina’aloat my mothe&j’but'
all she'd say was that Satan hiad o ik beofise Shawas
 wickel, anl wheneverI- asked about’ iy fathier slie sai&
he was dead an? that she hiad mever knéwn him,

- Atrthebeginningof 1906swheir F was ‘eloven, ﬁhmgs
bec:une evmgva Christina "50131?3“”“%’; |
loti:of modelling wax and made” dfigare of Jesus lging’
down, ther er shoruhivod ink o 16447 tooie fic6’ ‘blood,:

v*bu it soalad in. Tt wasn’t avery good Figive anyhew,
~ the fdace was howrid am& the arms’ matich too lofg, but' -
she-used to kiss it anid-croon ovey if, (nce shHe'tried to!

-
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apake. me kins.it hub L woulln’s, so-she turned me out
Jigto.gheyards, Isnyelall night in the swed  andoauglit
Lokl fterthet shewowlin’s syeals. to ime for days, i1
YR wnbanpy and made, phns iaboub running away, but

A :hadwt, gny,money and there was;nowhere o run..

Gg@gvemugwg;&yy}, 1 camerhome from schookand®

vaha. was inbed with a terribie. Jieadache; the next morn-
Ang awvhen I swentiin, to ber. oo, she Avas gasping snd
‘Baying sle.conkin's breathe, so-l-van ot and fetcheda
- rosigr, He said shorhad pnewmonia and -that we must
thate apuwterso, we,did, andthe nusse.ratiled aboutthe
Awuse, anlchked sher tongue adainst, her teeth aigood
rdezl. and yiashedeverything she conll. Three dayslater
,w, Wengell, the ., Vicar, came. and: stayed up in Aunt
1Chyis’* aa’rroom for atime, and p short whileafter he'd
\gq;érihernursg camerunning dowpinirsand said I was
oo fe;xoh ke, dogtor, Just a3 I.was leavingthe houseto
fetch hlmvlmwm, at;the. gate onkis way in..He went
Aipstairs guickly and an thour later he-and the nuxse came
«down jand fold me, that aay aunt had passelaway.
. Xie asked ne for Aunt Titania’s adduess,so we looke(
through At 5 Chuistine’s (e enpot. wtrsscmd (it} s
sent, hex g telogram, Laser that o fievnoon Uncle, Jumbo
.Polter-arrived and. interyiewedshe muvte,acd ientook
ime round jto the: doctor’s shouse, rand he tell ed to him
Sor aigaswhile I sat in the waitingiroon, and lookedat
-tbe people, who had gome to he vured; one little boy
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‘with a bandage round his head was whimpering and
his mother ¥ied to comfort him by telling him stories,
Presently Uncle Jumbo came out and tock me home
with himina cab, He lived in rooms near Victoria Sta~
tion. He told me that Aunt Titania wasn't living with
him any more and that she was in Paris singing ata
place called the Café Bardac, and that he was going to
send me to her the next day. That night I went with him
.1’;0 Shoreditch where he was doing his turn at the Empire,
I satin his dressing-rodm and watched him mdke up and
then he took me down on to the stage and let me stand
at the side with thestage manager, Uncle Jumbo was a
great favourite anl the audience cheered and clapped
the moment he walked on to thestage. He wore a vefy
small bowler hatand loose trousers and had a IRsge red
false nose. His songs were very quick indeed unkil it
came to the chorus, when he slowed dowq_q.nd_\ﬁd the
audience ‘joinin too. The last thing he did was a dance
in which his trousers kept nearly falling off all the time,
At Ehe end he had to go before the curtain and make

“a speech before th%ht him go, He took me.pstairs

-
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%\;?tth hiand 'mm‘ésséd, still very out of breath, Hesat
down quite naked and smoked a cigarette, and I watched
the hairon his (Rﬁ"glistnning with sweat as he breathed,
_He sskedme if I liked his turn and Tsaid I loved it and
he said, “Damned hard lot down here, can’t get a bloody
gmile out of’ em, pardon me,” After he’d taken his makes
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ap off and powdered his face and dressed we wenttaa
bar just opposite the Theafre and he dvank béer with
two gentlemen and a woman with a “white fur, then we
went home first in a ‘tram and then' a ’bus. I went to
sleep in the ’bus. When weé got to his rooms he gave
me a glass'of goda water and made up a bod for méon
the sofa,) \ :

The néxt morning Unele Jumbo took me back to Aunt
Christina’s house. The nurse was still there, and Mrs,
Harrison from next door; who kised me a lot and toll —
me to beabrave littlemsn and asked me if I would like
to come upstairs and see my dear - Auntie, but Uncle
Jumbo woulln’t let me, he said he didn’t holl with kids
looking at corpges because it was morbid,” He helped
me park my olothes and then we got a cab and drove
back to'Lis rooms. “Tn the afternoon he went out and
left glze alone :mdlt amused myself by looking at some
magézi’;gx anl a Ihrge album of photographsand preis
cuttings about Aunt Titania'anl Unele Jumbo, When
he ca:ne hael: he had a friend with him Mys, Fice. who
he saié would take me to the Station, as the train went
Tat eight o’closk anl he would b. —t the Theatre Ve <
Ricewus pretty and laughed a lot, We all made tosst,
and had tg,.x__ round the fire, Mys, Ri~s sat on Uncle’s
knee for o little' and ‘he winked at me'plaj'fi;lly over
her shouller ani said; “You tell ‘your Aunt Tittie how

pre‘ty Mrs, ‘Rice is; won’t’ you?’' whereupon she got.
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up and Baid, ' ‘Leave off, Jumbo, you oughi to he
ashamed” ;and.looked quite cress for & inuse. . ;U;;Qe
Jumbo; went off 4o .the Theatre at 5.30; he gave .me
dive pounds-and my ticket and said he had telegraphed

40 Aunt Tittie to meet me at the stasion. He kissed
e, quite affestionaicly and, said, ‘“Faney me being
fatherly!” Then he laughed loudly, tickled Mrs. . Rice
;andersthe . amms, and  went 'down the staiys whistling,
Whepghe’d gone ‘Mrs, Jice and I went back and sat
——"by the, fire. .She: asked wme ,a. lob of auestions about
Annt -Titanis -but 83.1 hadn’t seen’ her since Uncle
Jiw’s funeral I couldn’t answer them very well. After

a while ;she went to the = euphoard -and poured
~herself @ whisky and soda,,;and -while she was sipping
sitoshetold me all about her husband who usedfo beat
-her:and one night he tied der -to the bed in their
-rooms .in - Huddexsfield and kept, on throwing ih wet
:Bpenge; at (her: matil her- nightgown 38 TORKTG Wt
and /the landlady came: in -and stopped him, She said

» mhc’é;met Uncle Jumbo-in Blackpool: in the summer
f\\\&nd-fthat they used to go -onboafter the show and sit
: w‘mmﬁ ugss.-r " the. ameonlight, anl thén, hier
hmhnd -found:ont and: uhe‘e was .an awiul row, and
= hmnght hpr to I.Qndon on the- Sqnday and she hadn’s
- nﬁl dier imsband singe, bubsher believed he was still
on teur in-Miss Mittens and bopel to Gol he'd stay

-



in'it and net come” yorrying her. Bhe Had severd

\ #hove Whiskies ‘and sedas’ béfore” it” wal time %o igh

anl” showel ‘me a- gear on ‘her #high wheve & ‘collie
Bit heir during her heheymoon in Tlandudno, T boksd
at it politély amd then shepulled her skirisdewn and
gaid Fwas a bad boy and how old was I anyhow? Lisaid 1
Was eleveniand she laughed and: -askeid me ibitmafemg
fm Aaughs yito seea pretbyogirl’s bare led I-said no and
she' said “Ges along with youw: Lunass pus somme powdar :

ofi ‘may Ho8d’ Adter a minute sha: came: outiiofstlie
* bédrdom; pus-herchat ‘onlandrsaid we inust go. 'We

tookia eab o the stdtion envmccolint &ff anjy trank and
Mus.sRicertold the porier 4o regisser through:to Paris;
She Wohght me some buns and. echocolate. and two iiags
siines and put ‘me ins the train and waited - to- tell
the: guaril o keap hisveyeé enciié béfore she! kissed me
dnid sggid-dood-hye, Twaved té. ber dll the way upthe
plasform: until she: wasoout of sight and then sat back
in oy coxmer feeling very grownoup-anl excited. and

weiting for, thetrain o /sbdre. == o - -

: "That, joniney to Yaris- was momentous for me;

'!lla.mone and fiée for the first tuie, my: going was

in 8O fiway saddened by memories of people I'd left -bew
hindo T had left mo one behind wlom: Icouldspossibly
miss; uay wé el frien 1ships were: casnal and I had-
definitély grown o Hate poor: Awn:':Chrisiina: during
the last: few: years of her life, L pressed my face: ae
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gainat the cold glass of the carriage window and searched
for counfry sha'pes in the darkness, tvees and hills
and helges, and felt as though I should burst with
joy. Theve were two other people in the carriage with
me; a man and a woman who slept, sitting up, with
their moushs epen. When we reached Newhfven, the
guard came and led me to the gangway of the ship
and gave me in charge of one of the men on board
- ho offered me a ham sandwich and showed me a
place in the saloon where I could put my feet up and
g> to sloep, bubt I couldn’s begin to sleep until the
8hip started al’hough I was dead fired, so 1 went up
on deck and watched the lights of the town receding,
and the red anl green harbour lamps reflected in the
water and I looked up atthe clouds seurrying acro¥s the
moon, and, suddenly, like a blow in ihe face, loneliness
iruck me down. I was chillel through and through with
it-T won'lered ‘what I should do if when I got to Paris
Aunt Titania was dead too. I tried very hard not to
(iryﬂli}t it was no use, I had a pretty bad fit'of hys-
ﬁr-ri%l‘ &1 ev.efyone ggyvded round me and patted me
and triel fo comfdrt me with eatables, until finally
one kind w\oman took me in charge completely and gave
me some’ branly. which mads me choke buf “pulled me
l'?;i't.oge";‘ner. Then she put me to sleep in her private

~ eabin and I didn’s wake up unsil we got to Dieppe,

I was all right from then on, the woman’s name was
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Roylat and she was on her way to Ceylon to visit her
son who was a rubber planter. I had some tea with
her in the station buffet at Dieppe and travelled
with her to Paris, sleeping most of the way.
"~ When we arrived at the Gare St. Lazare Aunt
Titania was waiting at the barrier wearing a seal-
skin coat and a bright red hat with a veil floating
from it. I Baid good-bye to Mrs. Roylat who kissed
me, bowed to Aunt Titania and disappeared afier her
luggage. Aunt Titania and I had to go and sit in the
Cusfx;ms room for three-quarters of an hour until my
trunk came in, She was pleased to see ine bui very
cross with Jumbo for having sent me by night ins’ead
of day. She said it was damned thoughiless of him
becauss he knew perfecily well that she never got to
bed before four o’clock in the morning and to have to
get up again at six-thirty was too much of a good
thing; then she hugged me and said it wasn’t my faulé
and that we were going to have jolly times together.
At last, when the Customs man had marked my
trunk, we got a cab and drove out ino Paris. It haa
been raining and the streets were web and shiny. The
shutters on mosi of the shops were just being pub
up  and waiters in their vests and trousers were
polishing the tables outside the cafés. We drove across
the river and along the quai Voliaire with the trees
a.h glistening and freshly green; our cab horse nearly
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erying, she fumnbled for her handkp'nhe“er belt and
went into the bedroom and shut the door. I didn’t know
what to do quite, so Istarted to unpack my trunk, Pres-
ently Louise reiurnad with a tray of coffee and rolls and
butter; she plumped it down on the table and sereamed
something at Aunt Tittie throyghithe door and ‘went out
again. I sat at the table and waited until Aunt Tittie
came out of the bedroom in a long blue quilted satin
dressing-gown, with her hair down. She looked quite
“cheerful again. “I c¢an’t think what made me burst out
like that,” she said as she seated herself at the tuble. *It
came over me all of a sudden about you being all
alone in the world and your poor mother dying in
childbirth and now Christina. We're the only ones
left out of the whole Iot and that's a fach. Two lumps?”
She poured out coffee for us both and talked volubly
all the time, a strea‘fm of scattered remarks, beginnings
of stories, references to people I’d never Leard of, all
jumbled together incoherently, but somehow all seem-
_ ing fo fit into a sort of pattern.
“;;»r«“'*ohe must have been about forty then, her hair had__
Yeen‘re-dyed so often that it was entirely metallic, as
bright as new brass fire-irons. Her face was pretty
with a slightly retroussé nose and wide-set blue-grey
eyes, her mouth was generous and large and gay when
she laughed. She talked of Jumbo a good deal, irrita-
bly, but with underlying tenderness, I suspect that she

-
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always loved him more than anycne else. She asked
me if I’d seen Mrs, Rice and said that she was sorry
for any man that got tangled up with & <linging vine
of that sort. After breakfast, anl wheﬁ:ﬁ she'd smoked
two or three cigareites, she said she was going to bed
until one o’clock and that I could do what I likel, but
that she strongly advisel me to go to bed too as I was
prdbably more tired after my journey thun I thought
I was,

I went into my little room and when I’d finished
unpacking I sat and - looked out of the window for a
while. It was at the back of the house looking down
into a courtygrd, the sun was shining into the rooms
on the other side of the court, in one of them I saw
an old woman in s blue dressing-gown working a sewing
machine, the whirr of it sounded very' load, and every
‘pow and then there was the noise of rattling ecrockery
far down on the ground iloor, and somebody singing,

There were lots of grey  roofs and chimney-pots
and several birds flying about and perching on the
telegraph wires, which stretched right across irto the ™
next street apd then were hidden by a tall many-\w'ﬂ"‘(w
dowed building that looked like some sort of factory,
-T felt very drowsy and quite happy so I wen‘z‘ and lay
‘down on the bed and the next thing I knew was that
it was lunch time and Aunt Tittie was shaking me
gently and telling me to get up, She was still in her
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Mﬁ‘ng’-ééwn}’ ‘but~her head” was. done up in . towel,
bé‘é‘&u'se? Bhe'd judt ‘washed her-hisirs 1/ s-n LY % o

W Bad hat dhicken: and. vegeiwbles and, sala.gl for,
’lh‘i\ch #nll tfesh erusty: bread and coffee. Wher; we'd
fhaisked At Tittie stresched herseli out on the, sofa.
and thien moved her hgs $0 a8 to ‘make voom for; me,
&1 "the”end of ‘it. ' [

HrroNow we’d better Galk 2 blt ? she :md I had a
good think while I was washing my head ani if you'lt
fiadei o ¥efully W1l bell you just How. things stand and
then' we'll Gecide what's ‘best ito be done”, I settled
friysclf miore! comfortably and: handed her the matches
off othe'table! which she Waas rettchmg out 1";01:, “To
begin with,” o she said, I haven’t got any. money
except what' I earn; :but we can both live on that if
we're ‘eaveful lanyhow -for a bit . until yeu .start to
niake w ligsle on ‘your ownl: I know. I o;_zgi;t.y to. s_e\nd;
yoli 'to'Schaol veally But-I ean’t, it’s none too essy living
i1 this damned town, because yow've got to ook smart
- and o ‘have mice clothes oflierwise; nobody : will, take any
R :Lfgy;;m‘)f you.” Now Pveé got an.idea whigh, B lhaVB
u\) 'talle over ‘Wit Mattie Gabbons, she’s my pm't,uer We-
do a ‘parasol dinee, and then fhe does her smppmg rope
gpecialiy wmrﬁ is fine; ‘then' I sing a ballad, - ene wverse
and chorus m Inghsh’and-the second verse and chorus
- French and them we do a number iogether ealled ‘How
would You like s rose like -me? and go round $o.all.the



taBley giving the ten paper roves out of ‘4 basket, My
fdéa Wdd that ¥6u should be dressed p as @' little'dandy
with 4 silk Hatand a cane and gloves, ‘you know the
sort of thing, “and flirt’ with' us 'during the patasol
défice and ‘bring on ‘our props for e all through the
act, ‘If Wattie agrees W’g’]l ask Monsieur Claude about
{71 think He'll say yes beciuse he's a bit keen on 'me
i yout liilii'viv' what T mean and you otight to: get about
fifbeen francs & Wweek which wold he a- heip to begm
with Would you fiBe thitpnlla taomed & Jo; Iveid
' T said eagerly that' Td love ‘it ‘hettér thin wﬁ'y’hl‘rmg
N AE 2 wérld a%a Hang iy arods rotmd Ker ‘teck and
kisséd Her and'she' aid " eHere wa it d' daindté; it isn's
settled “yet? weve got 14 talkote Mattie' and Monbieur
Clande 'ihé‘ﬁér&ﬁg”é"ifun‘ai*éds of things. T shali have'te
{ell 8t ‘4 WOk ‘108’ y'oﬁt, ‘réally" téodeﬁxfg’ﬁ&'kndw.
Betore T fet yotidoose in the Céfs Bardae;! to dfart With
ho# TUH @7 ybl (kw2 This Waw Tather & diffichly
qliestion’ ‘tb Sndwér so T Sat looking 94t her ‘Without
'"‘yrlrﬁr iﬁﬂ'tﬁﬁ‘rﬁ “Yor Know aboub ‘feh &Rd’ wohel -
Halving 1ibies addill ft}fal, ‘dantt ol sie sdla wﬁ‘ﬁﬂ“
obvmus ef{mt e el :
1 sdia W¥es ” and ‘blushéd, .« @dionr il Sl
T wWell thats a good start dlivway,” she 8aid, “Now
tHen =" she Stopped’sHort 4hl blushed herself; afid
{hen giggled nervotsly. “Oh, my G6d, T don’t khow' ow
fhe Tiell to hegin and that’s & fach, well: - » sHe pulled
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Ferself together, “Take the plunge, that'salways been
my: anotto, (se here goes.” Bhe crushed out her cig iwrette
and Bat up and sjeoke very fas'. “Now listen, Julian,
it’s, a steangs, world, and ii's nos a bit of good pretend- -
ing it isn’é, You're only a kid and you ought to have
g.,-\nioe\hou;e‘.-ﬂtnd g0 to a nice school and learn history
snd geography andl what not and get to know all abous
everything gradually, so it wouldn't be a shock to yov,
but, as it happens you haven't got a nice home, you
haven’t got a home at all,you're alone except for me
#nd Christ knows I’'m no Fairy Godmother, but I've got
to tell you . everything I can so. that you don’t go and
geb upset by /things and led awﬁy through not realising
Whatiit’s:u about, To begin with, dear, you're a bas-
turd, . which Sounds -awful but isn’t o bad really, it
only, means that your; mother wasn’t married to your
futher, they just had an affairand that was that, no
obligations on either side and then you were born and
-your mother died and nobody knew who your father
‘was anyhow except by rumour and what Nadia Ko-
i(:"mka,, who was: your mother’s friend, Jrote to your
Avnt Christina, You were becught up on the money
that your, mother’s jewels fetched when your Aunt
Christina se'd them, and now she’s dead too and here
;‘“0\1 are, alone in  Iaris with your Aunt Tittie who's
ot a ‘good” woman by any manner of means, but
she’s all you've got so yowd better make the best a*
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her” Here she leant back and the cushion fell over
the end of the sofa onto the floor; 80 I picked it up
and put it behind her head and sat down again; |

v “When I say I’m not a good woman,” she went
on, “I mean I'm not what your Aunt Christina would
call good. I take life as I find it and get ar much as
Y can out of it. I always have been like that, it’s me
all over and ¥ ean’t help it, tho’ many’s the row l’ve
had with Christina’ because she never would see that

what was good for her, wasn't necessarily good for me,
P'm more like your mother I think really, only not quite
sa reckless, (003
““Now if youw’'re going to’live with me here, there’s
a lot ‘of goings on yowll have toopen your eyes to
wide and then shut’em tight and not worry, and youw
mustn't be upset by Mattie’s. swearing,. her flow of
language i8 something fierce when she gets going, but
she's a really good friend and yowll like her, As far,
as/the Café Bardac goes you’ll have to look out and not
be surprised by anything, it’s none, too refined there
after one in ‘the morning. People of all sorts and sizes.
come and drinkiat the bar, and sometimes there’s a
fight and yowll get a good laugh every now and again
to 82e the way those old tarts shriek and yell and carry
on, You know what tarts are, don’t you?”
I said I wasn’c sure, but I thought I.did.
“¥ell, * she continned, “they’re women who have
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affair® Wwith nien professionallyy if: you-kmow what. I;
mean. They tdke’emn home and cuddleup. with em and:
the mem pay. them-fou. it, though when{ you're had &,
lbokab Somerof themn you’ll wender how the hell they
dét ma mich 43 fourpence. 'Bab: they're: quite dbeenis
soris, . moat: of 'tliem, /Then' there a¥é yéungd niemnwihe;
dunce siround and’ get paid by the: women, they're catled
yndcros’  and aren’t mudh use to sinyore exeepd, bhiite
thely dandd well and kedp tive vich old Americar d»diest
Irappy. Then there are. lotswof boys and.young men
who: make up their faoes like' women,, they’re tarts
too, only male ones as you might say. Heaps of men:
like ciddling up with: them (mueh ‘better ;than; women,
though I 'should: think persenally it must feel rather sillye
busafter all that's shetrlookiout and nd-business ofmatn
They'ré awfully fonmy Sometimes, yow'd:die lavghing to
gee'them have'a wéwi " Theyo serepm and ‘Dhlp\/ ong an=
osher, Theré’s oneldt the Bardae éalléd Birdie; edwa ys: ik

ixouble, that'one; but:’fhe"s aw fally - 8weet 80 long as:
ﬂbésu’t ‘get dronk. Efianyiof the -old men.eome
‘ﬁp anﬂ; ask ‘you to drihko-6r ‘go-eub with them den't,
yom dult, ande ifothey: catch héld: of iyou. and: stawh
 getting’ familinr just: wriggle away ‘pelitely, and. oo
and tell mé, Flldeten 'have it/ all right; J&'s & queer
world and 0é: misthké, and gyew'd: mueh: beiter det ia
know albyod cdn about itds seon as may be andithen
you oan stamd o yofir-dwn fesi aad. note give a damn
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foi" &'ﬁyﬁner" i gool & 70} 9 diiw | yrede b radtA :
~~~~~ iShe ‘hmshed tip with vather'a rushand*hen looké
B3°58 ‘me anxiondly, 1 Fett slightly’ bewﬂ“{ere‘&_ but' T
bt 0 b ‘U0 vererber AlSHE'd told e Akl o B8
irpiised at’ anythmg ‘whitever happene'ﬂ“then I§é
ta Beell ‘aBout “other things. She dsked “me o' {:ell Her
I Ehe Betails of “Aunt’ Chn’stiha’s death which F'did -
#nd she sighed and shook: her hEad sadly and ’lodked
fo:- ‘4 inerfient as'if she Were going to ory, but fortunate-
I ftist Pt ‘$here wasn lond batighhg ‘orfithé ddor anid
Mirttie Cbone Camé tn. ChE wis shorter and phumper
flign Atne TFittie A Yery dirl, shd Kad a frey dress
withIgrey Moed-tp Hodts which” sHotwed when' 'she sat’
dowii, and ‘" brfight greed BlodSe With & Sutall 'a‘aaiﬁnoﬁ&’
witteh” plﬁﬁed‘b’n°it et dily - wargrey “Felt Witld s “bfue
birdl "o Shé' was very nfcetd e a:m‘I shéok hands
politely ‘and Said-she “dide’t Kriow T ww ‘going "to be
such a big boy. éTxe hﬁﬂ a dee‘p ‘Imék%r v'mce, and I hked'
m b Onice; - Tt
* Avuint Tim&saxé bhey wanted to tatk pnvatél;jor% P
while and wouldl I'like to"go otit “fora’ Walk. T #aid ¥
wodld; and afer She'd Warned me hont looking t6 thel
I6F8 it when ‘crossinig’the Toad, and told ‘e to roark <
well the  muriber” 6fthié ‘houge “and ‘street’ o' that'E
wouldn't geb lost; she' Kissed me and waved fie Gut of
vhe‘dosr, T felt my way carefully doWn—iﬁe“MﬁhﬂG"
and when 1°goi to'the fron+ door ‘it wouldn't ‘open,
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After I'd struggled with it for a long time, 8 woman
put_her head out of a door and screamed something
*t;. me and t.hen there was a click and the door opened
of its own accord, The street was very narrow and filled
Wxtl} traffxc I walked down it slowly looking into all
the shop windows; pasiry-cooks with the mest beau-
tiful-looking cakes I'd ever seen; several artista’ shops
with easels and paints and, boxes of coloured pastels,
and wooden jointed figures in strange positions; and a
toy shop with hundreds of cheap toys jumbled up in
cardboard boxes. There were also grocers and green-
grocers .and one big shop filled -with old furniture
and china, - This was on the corner and half of it faced
the river. I crossed over carefully and walked along
the other side past all the little boxes on the parapet
filled with books and coloured prints and thousands of

back, numbers of magazines, very tattered and dusty -

and t.ie& to‘gethex{ in bundles with string.
~  There were lots of people fingering the. books and
™\ hu:ry.iné along the pavement, nearly all the men had
| long beards and some of them went into round iron
"places covered; with advertisements on the outside, and
- “then came out again doing up their trousers, I was very
puzzled by this 8o I peeped into one of them and saw
whai it was; Affer that it amused. e a lot, looking at
the different_kinds of feel: standing round underneath,
I crossed over a bridge and leani on the slone rail,
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the water was very green and there were séveral
steamers puffing up and down, occasionally a larger
one would come along and its  funnel would ‘bead in
half as it went under the bridge. The river dividedia
little way further up, leaving an island in the middle
with houses on it coming out almost inte a point, and
there were trees everywhere all along the edges, Every-
thing looked much clearer and cleaner than London and
the shadows of the houses - stretched right across.dhe
road, sharp and definite. . ah

1 felt excited ‘and adventurou3: and went across te
the other side and walked for a long way under the
trees; every now and then a . noisy yellow tram came
along. The lines were more like railway: lines thap
sram lines, and grass wa3 growing between them, By
the fime I got back to the house, the sun was: setfing
and all the windows along the qum ‘looked as though
they were on' fire, ) ¥ :

That ‘evening Mattie came round at about nine

o’clock and we all three'of us went and ‘had dinnerat
=3 caféd, Ourvable was right on‘the pavement and 'there
‘was ‘a little red-shaded lamp on it.” Mattie and Aunt
littic were very gay and talked very:fast in French

to the people that they knew and im English to each -

other and to me, Aunt Tittie told me what lots of
things were in French and said I'd better learn to Speak
it a8 quickly as I coull as it was very useiul, They

3
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had had a long talk about me being a “daady” in their
turn-and Mattie was pleased with the iden; vhey said
they’d take ame | ‘that night io the Café Bardae with
shes mnd inteévview Monsieur Cla:ude'ﬂght away.
vAfter dinner we walked: 'along the boulevard to
another café where we hadocoffes in glusses and they
had brandy as ‘well, then “we! ‘went- home “and Aunnt
~ Tiisiemade me lie down for anchour while she dressed,
She snid that as I was going to be up late I’d better
get as much rest as possible. At mbout/half<past- eleven
Maitie onlled for us; she and  AuntTittie werehoth in
sparkling evening dresses and cloaks:and then we-all
go -into-a caband diove a dong way through brighsly
lighted streets, Inthe’dab Aunt Tiitie gave me a laich-
kéy . and some ‘money and made meé  repeat the
address -ever . and iover again, and said that I should
always have foofome: hoing by myself, even when I
wal actually acting in the turn withtthem, . hecanse
" they genérully liad to stay on and talk to people Bome-
times: meaxly all night.She told:me how much the cab
would oost. and-then: wery slowly and clesrly whai &~
waa’htmuy.rmshe' driver, ‘When I répeated it 8he and
Maitie both: lmghed» an? .said I spoke French like a
nabive. Mafsie said she wondered if it wes all right
to let ine wander about Paris slone abt:night; and Aunt
Titsie said I was very sensible for mynge and that it
was mugk -better. for me to. get rused; o managing for
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#Hyselt anf Tedrn indejendence, < 00 of voow Il
77 When we arrivel at the Café Bardac noboly was
there but s lot of waiters and a man behind the bar,
We o¥ wentiiprtans and 82t inda sl Aressitidiroom
Whigk Mdttie > and Atnt ~THtie sharél, Their dressen
weve handing W én pegs ‘and ‘‘there wefe two chiéir,
two'inifidfson ‘a shelf, and a very sttall wash-basin in
thé corter " Fith 4 g wat‘héut a Iwndlé’%bahdmg fdh
the floot by the side of it. o :
“Wattie took a botile ofit of the‘cupboard and they

both hadg’ "r?nk Presen*ly .&ﬂbﬁ“fittxe went Agwneiaits
to 'see Monsieur Clauae and left mé £6talk to Mattxe.
& Mutt’ie ‘4sked 'me if 1 @cn't feel Strange and’l
said ye's but that 1’ %ad énj‘dymg it. She said, “IP§%
bloody awful life’ reauy, you know, but & hasits fuﬂn‘y
‘mothents, 'This éafé’s mot so bad 4s sémeé Pve bee in,
T wad ‘dancing with a troupe in Antwerp once and'they
made us dress in & lavstory on the third floor, snd (he
smell was enough to knock you down, 1 give 3ou my
word; this is a little peep at Paradise coxipared to whais
and no errorp’ " 4. 93, Byia A

= Then'she t6ok out the béttle again and’ Kad anothier _
SVng and said would I like a taste, I said “ve‘s” aﬁﬁ %
She sail “My ‘Go?, here T g0 corrupting yoi' al el &
’but she let me have a 8ip and linghe? n}e GRICS
‘a ﬁice “It’s raw gin, ducks, an’ (Oalu & 'én"ﬁé&g
“over tell you it’s'water, bub it éoes make 85?&1‘“
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all ready io go out and fight someone, and Lelieve me
or believe me noi you need that feeling in this Pavilion
& Amoar!”
Aunt Tittie came back, looking very plea.sed and
Baid Monsieur Claude wanted to see me, 5o down we
weni onto the next floor into a little room with a desk

4n it snd a lot of photographs of naked wouen stuck
on the walls,, Monsieur Claude was fat and excitable;

he kissed me on both cheeks and then held me by the
"Bhoulﬁe'rs and pushed me away from him and looked
at me carvefully, talkmg all the tlme very quickly

in French, -Then he whmpered a lot to Aunt Tittie,
rgave her a smacking kiss on the lips and ushered uvs

out into tle rassage. Just a8 I went through the door,

,he fumbled in his pocket and gave me three franes.

Aunt Tittie was frightfully pleased and said didn't I
think he was a dear. “Kind as can be, you know, of
course he gets a bit excited now .and again but he’s
never cownright nasty except when he’s had a couple,
which isn’ often, thank God.”

We went upstairs to the dressing-room again and

$old Maiiie all about 16, I was 6o get ten francs a week

to begin with and fifteen later on if I was good. Matiie

gaid ithe mean old bastard might have come across wiih

a bit more, but Aunt Tittie' reminded her that afier
all he did have to think of his business, We all ihree

£

wens downstairs after a litile while, Aunt Titiie in-
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troduced me to the barman. He spoke English and gave
me a high stool to sit on in a corner behind the bar
‘where I could watch all the people. I sat there for ages
until my  eyes prickled with the smoke. Every now and
‘then Mu-.me or: Aunt: Tittie = would ‘come and see if I
Was a.ll right, then - they came down dressed as
shepherdesses with bare legs and afier they’d had a
little port at the bar they did their parasol dance.
Nobody seemed to watchdt very much, but they all
‘applauded anl cheeréd when it-was finished. I watched
their’ turn -all through and then felt -so wired that T
decided to go home, 80 I went upstairs 4o the dressing-
;room: to feteh my hat. I knoeked «nd wentin thinking
cAunt, Tiitie and Mattie . were  downstairs, but they
weren’t—ab least . Aunt, Tittie wasn’t. She was in there
swith :Monsieur Claude: She waB sifting on his knee
[ with-hardly-any .clothes: on at all and he was kissing
-her.  They bosh had their: eyes closed and neither of
¢them saw me, so’ I closed the door again’ very quietly
and wenfout withont my hat, I got 8, cab quite easily
.#nl he drove ine home and when I paid him, had a
Jlong conversation with me which 1 didn’t understand,
/80 1 bowed and said bon soir and he drove away.
I lay in bed for a long while without sleeping, I
feli strenge, as though none of the things that were -
- happening to me were real. I wondered whether Aunt
Tittie likel being kissel by fat Monsieur Claude, and -
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then 4l the facés of peoplé V'd seen at'the eaféueemed
to go lacrosdorhy reyes wery sfasts uniil they : 'wene sadl
idnrred and!I fell asleen, E oke tp’ just for & second
insthe :earlys mording; alcold grey "light swas sholving
throagh the shutters and 4 hedrd Avns Tittield veoite
din the aext room. <Then heribedredm door: slammed
and I tirneéd over and went vo Sleep agaim, -
ooaah  [oraTac T 2 23 : ) i oq-olwsil
B8 yedfsrd® Hopro ¢iov iBilstsw od Fomos: v odo
Podo'When T first appedred 'with ~Atmt Titenia [ and
‘Muttie Gibbons at the Cafe Bardac’in Paris, T hadia
-great personal suceess; all the'tarts'made a trenencous
fussiof me and said I was 'trés gentil and trés bedn
‘gais and gave me Bweet eakes, and Monsiear Clunde
aaised my saldry fromten franes to Fifteen franos a
sweek,  quite soon. Vihen the engagement cumle to'an
‘end: i Mattre dndr Avht “Tittie had 'a row ‘and!parted
eompany. Ithink the rowssomehow concerned Monsietr

, Claude anl it 'was terrible whilé it lasted. Aunt Tisiie
“oried a lob and said Mattie was a dirty double-faced
sbitel and Mattie just sat' there laughing until Aant

. JPitiie complétely lost  control and threw a vermouth

. bottle®t he¥, whith thissed her and wers flying throtgh
Itheopen «door in“o my Velioon and broke the ldoking=
suglasscover oy ash-bawin. After that Mattit stopred
andgliing whd dlewsed Wat Tistie roanl the table, swear-
“ig doudly, Phiey were ‘both Arunk ‘and’ wnd T got
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rather frightened go I ranoutside and sat on the stairs

with rhy fingers in my ears, Presently Mattie came

rushing out and fell over me; she smacked my”fade
and went on' downstairs screaming. I heard her wres-"
" tling with the front door and swearing at it, finally
she. gob it open. and slammed it behind her so hard that’
a large bit of plsier fell off the ceiling into a sbp pail’
on the landing. When I went back into the sitting-room

Aunt Tittie was lying on the sofa crying; her hair

was down and her nose was bleeling, making ‘stains’
all down the front of her dress. When I came in she

go. up and stumbled inte her bedroom where I heard

her being very sick, I shut my door and locked it and

opened the shusters to see'what the day looked like,’
It was raining hard- and the gutters were gurgling’
loudly 8o I went back to'bed and slept. :

Soon after this Aunt Tistie and T racked up every~
thing. and went to Ostend. We appeared at a Café
Concert in ‘a side street which léd down to the Plage.
Aumt Tittie did three songs andI learnt a speech in French
to-introduce her. Everybody wused to lavgh and clap’
when I came on with my silk hat ancd ecane and white
gloves Auat Tittie ‘thought it woull be a gool thing’
if I wore & monocle, but I couldn’ keep it in my eye"
until we stuck it in‘with spirit gum, then itwwas afgfeaﬁ’j
success, We stayed there for Bix weeks and T used to”
play about on the Plage during the day. i eagal -
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~.» We.livel in 4 cheap hotel kept by a verythin'
woman ocallel Madame T licher; she iwas halt Cerman
and - sometitnes made chocolate cakes ‘with ‘w?ﬁisfﬁ'
.cream on them- which were cel'c’ovs. ke had a’lot
sons and usel to:show me photograyhs of them, ('.'nc
was a sailor and he was photographed hol<ing un anclor
a,nd sticking his chest out. He had the- bxg‘de:i behmr"
I've ever seen. $
When we’d fin‘shed our engagement in ‘CstenA we 

went to Brussels and were ou’ of work for nezrl,y ﬁve‘
weeks.: We ured to go and sit in the waiting-roos of ¢ an
ageni’s office with lots of other .peo,le weanting a job,
1he walls were plastered wuh.posuérs of celebrated stars
very vividly coloured and there was a signe? yhotogriph’
of Sarah. Bernhards: looking like a sheep iri‘kisé Tce.
~ We had to move out of the hotel we were in’bnt!
go to a still cheaperione . Aunt Tittie got nore amd ir ore
degrgssegl,.but one day she njet-an’ Austrian officerin’
: soinef (}afe'- or other- and came home:late lhoking much’
more cheerful, He was very handsome an'ltook us/ beth"
to ,;'ﬁ_nner, at an. jopen-air;restanrans ohe night; he joked’
with me a los and pinched my- ear ‘which shurb, {but T~
pre%enﬁeﬂ 1 liked it. After dinner he puff e in a‘eab:
and. told u-. to go-t0 the hotel, and gave me t‘\n money
to pay. 1t, but 1 stopyed the  driver: when we'd got
round the corner and paid him a little and welked home;
it was further than 1 thought, but ¥ was three franeg;
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to the good. About a week after this Aunt Tittie got’
a contraet to go to Antwerp for three weeks., After’
that’ we went to Amsterdam and then back again te:
Brussels, where we stayed for two months and played for
so e part of the time at the Mercedes Music-hall.

't was sirange at first, doing our turn on an sctunl
siage. but 1 liked it much better, It wasn’t really a pro-
rer theatre beciuse most of the audience sat at tables; s
but it had footlights and scenery and a drop curtain. -

Aunt Tittie taught me a song which I did dressed
#8 a pierrot while she changed her dress. It was called '
“Keep Off the Grass” and was‘out of a musical comedy
in Englani, Noboly seemed to pay very much attention’
{0 it but T enjoyed doing it enormously.

After this we got a long coniract and travellel all
over France playing a' week in each place, ending up'
with Lyons and Nice and Marseilles and then we went
over to Algiers where we stayed for three weeks. There:
was a eonjuror on the bill with us who took a great:
fancy to me., He asked me to have supper with him
one night and we sat in’a"café with lots of Arabs wear
ing fezzes, I think he was half ‘an "Arab himself, Then
we wen' for a drive along by the  sen und he said T
was “very nice boy” and “yery pletty and ha,d na.ugh-’*
ty eye3s” He hell my hand for a litflé and I knew
what was coning so 1 said I felt very sick and’ started:
reiching. He took me back to the hotel at once, Hiy
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twrn eame on after oursand I always used to weit and
wateh it; he did card tricks and shot pigeons oub of a
gun ‘and then to finish-un with he uel to walk.down
tocthe front of the stage and sey very kelemnly,  “Mes-
dames, Messieurs, msintenant je vous monterai un experi-
ment 1;1'615:r trés difficile, un« experience de vie;”’ . where-
upon he would take off his-coat and shirt and stand strip-
ped ‘to the waist  in dead silence  for a msomeni,; then,
with grea}‘de}ibemtion, he’d take a sharp pointed dagger
from a  table, test it and:bend it glightly with hislong
€hia fingewm, ;ind-bhien ptodeed, Amid:a: brenthless hnshs
from the audience, to carve oui his lefi mipple. it was
very re:listically done even to. a.dark stream of blood:
which ran down ‘ever his ribs. Tlen-suddenly, with a
diiick jerk, he’d throw: the dagger-away, whip out a
handkerchief; and staunmch the bloed and ery “Voild”,
and the curtdin fell. e had, I think, a small robber
squeezer filled with red solution concesled in his-hand,,
and then having made’ up his own nipple with flesh
colonr, he stuck o -false red-one over the top of if.. It:
always-brought forth thunders of applanse. .
o T After Algiers ‘we went’ on to’ Tunis which was:
. wery much the same except that'the weather was warme
er; Then we had a week’s engagement in Genoa which
was 4 great fdilure--all the young Ifslian men made
such a- noise that we touldn’t make ourselves heard; so
we worked our way back to Paris'by slow degeees; play-
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ing in Geneva and Montrenx on the way.. =

1. We tried to get the same rooms, we’d had before but,
they:were oceupie’, 5o we wentio a smsall kotel hehind
the Inyalides and stayed for a few weeks vniil Aunt
Tittre fixed dnp an suburrn comract, Tlen to £l in t}e
time; we went aqd stayed at a farm mgur Bordeaux. w_lth
@ old friend of Awuwnt Tiitie’s, Madame 1 i-inmal":. fke
hadbeen a_dencer and had marrie? and re‘i.e',she wqé
fat and kinl.apd had tlree gropn-up stepd uudL ers and
a ste;son, who looked after the vines, Gley were all
very vivacious an talked at the top of their voices all
through mesls, lhey had a monkey . which bit every
now and then but could be very affectionate when it
liked, We usel to fish in the ;onl for eelg. anl Small
mud fish, and walk 211 along through thQ vine an«l pmch
the grapes ito see if they. were comm_g‘a,;gn@ all r;ght :
. We stayed there for mix. weeks, and it did us a lot
of good.  Auns Tittie got quite fat. from drinking 50
much milk and cream and she let her hair go for the
whole time without dyeing it so that 1t looked very odd,
vellow at the ends anl brownish-grey. at. the roots,

We spent most.of the nexi year in. Germany  play-

ing in Frankfurst, Hambourg, Dresden, Nurembourg,
Munich, Hanover,, Heidelberg sand.Terlin, where Auni;
Tittie- met Arthur 'V heeler, | an .acrobat, ,and fell vio--
lently.-indove. with him, Weg siayed on there for geveral
menths, playing sowetimes in suburban halls and some-
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times in cafés in Poisdam and Berlin itself, Ar:}ur
Wheeler was a thick-set bad-‘empere?”liitle man ani
ke usel to beat Aunt Tittie often, but I don’t think
she minded, He came with us in‘ke sumner to n'place
called 4chenzee in the Tyrol and we stayed in s pen-
sion hotel and used to go out for picnics on the lake,
He taught me to swim and dive, The like water wss
ice coll even with the hot sun on it, but I got used to
it an1 often swam Eeven or eight times a day. Wheeler
usel to lie on the grass by the side of the water with
a towel tied round his midd le and do acrobatics, fre-
quen’ly with such viclence that the towel would f:=ll
off and Aunt Titlie would lmg,h until she cried ard
say: “That’s it, Arihur, give the poor Germans a>treat!”

Every evening we used to sit outside the pension
ani have dinner. The tables were set almost in the road
and processions of Clerman farilies would me~-h by,
very Lot ind tired fro’In theit climbing. ~ ven the yourg
men had fat Stomachs and they all’ w’ore shorts, an’
émbroitered braces and Sinall hats,

Every evening at atoiisix o’clook we had beer st
an open-air restaurant just by the water. We like?
watching the steamer come puffing across the lake ani
then stop at the pier and land the passengers..

One evening when Wheeler had paid for the beer
and we were about to wal: back to the pension, he
suddenly stoed stock still, clntched Aunt ﬁtties arm
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end said: “Jumpmg JeSus, that’s my vnfe!” R

I looked up end saw a thin woman in a brown,
dress walking down the pler and starmg fnxedly at u!;
We all 001 where we were untll she came up to us.
She ‘looked’ very angry and" wa.s bxtmg her lips nerv-
ously. s ‘_ s :

“Arthur,” she said, “I want to talk to you.” Her
voice was grating and hard, and completely determined,

Ar.hur Wheeler started to bluster a bit:" “Now look
here, Amy——” he began, but. she cut hun short by
taking his arm an leading h1m to the other end of
the g.rden where they sat down at a table. I looked
at Aunt Tittie who was very white, she hadn’t said a
s : 08 B0 .

“Shall we go ‘back to the pensmn?” 1 said. She shook
her hea6 ‘“No, we’ll stay here,” 50 we sat down agaun
at the table we’d just got up fi'om, and walted 'lhe
steamer gave a Sudden hoot of 1ts sxren whxch made
me Jump, then it went chuming awsy up the b.ke ‘tA
was twilight and the mountains Iooked Jagged againss
the sky as though they had been cut out of black pa.pel‘ 4
On the othet ‘Side of ‘the lake, lights were alv eady twin-
k‘lmd m the vxllxges The steamer hooted agam a good:
way off ani a “Fflock  of birds flew chattermg out of
the big trees behm‘ the restaurant, I looked -at Aunt
Tittie. She was sturmg straxght in front of her and
her face was ‘Set and still except for two httle pulﬂg'
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~ twitching at her templeg, e £
Presenuly st Whgeler eamp uver to us,. Aunz i

8 Of (18007

Tittie stood wp.
25 “Az*hurs Ieaymp wﬂ;h me on the fxrst boat to-
morr0w mornmg,” said 'VMrs‘ Wheglgr, “He’s going back,
to your ho»eI’ nowr 1’;6 f)ack his thmgs Tve engaged a
room here for us 1“‘01' to-mght il o

o H-
% 011 » &ud unt Tltble “Tzhat Wlll be nice, won’t
Lot
it’?”“"

| “If vou hafven’t any money,’f ﬁen’r op Mrs V\heelex,
“I m sure ArthEr’ll nge you enm}gh to ge yon bq.ok to
wBerever 'uyo(ﬁ come from b S

Al\nu Tltt'{e gave a. httle gasp. “Tlmnk you, for
no‘hmg #'she s:nd her voice sounaed high and stramerl
% I don’t want Arthur’s money. agd you . Lnow, it,” :

; “Y o’ re a low womw,” s;ald Mrg. Wheeler ! &on’t
wmh to exchapge words w1th you, L Seba
“I’m not 50 low as tohve on a mans earnings for
flftaeen years and'not glve hnp angthmg in return.”
' “Yqu sort, aou]dq’t hqld a man fqueen yeg.rp,." sg,x,q?
M'rs Wheeler 3 St
e “I woulgln’t wa.nt to holq pnyons who didn't WR@I

to stay 2 la1d Aunt Tlttle “He loves me more g;ap );!e,
does you, ofherw;se he wouldn’t be hege, wpull he} Aqr{
um 'ém put thab in 50'11- plpe a,nd smqke it.” S

Mﬂ Whee{w trembled “You re nothmg hn!; a low
nlass xr?ahtute % she smd ho'arselv. _whereupon Auqt



Pictie gave her a ringing slap ontheface Whith k nsskl
s her:hat: pn ‘the side and left'a ‘pink ' Btaifion” Ker
Q;heék._: pgu-hediaw Losyselliv -odd sood mosiossil: adicogde

[Arthurcoafne’ ranning up léolﬁﬂg‘ very ahqghm
»Leate off yoa two, ummmm swemhe»ﬁi& wEyery-
one's looking atyoea” v it has dad 1o o Hood

“I'm gorry ‘T kit her,‘”’-’midﬂmm Tittie: “I fiever
Aid kiow Wwheh $6 control myself. - Comeon hotde, Ar-
thur, and pack your bug.” Ske tarned snd walked away,
'Avthur followed ler rither dncertainly and 1 eame 18t
7T dooked’ back at.Mrs. Wheelér wHe was stehding quite
&iti1l “where we'd left' hér with “hef hat still on one’ &ide,
T'know Ehe Was' érying becauss trie hrdp b‘y the- gﬁte
“sﬁbwed ‘wet $treak’s of her ‘fics, -

"We @1 Wﬂkédrx baek “to “Eh&f’%mﬁ“‘fh ‘gilense,
When we Fot EHere T #tayell bidide ahdl 1et” theid go
in by themselves, I went =nd sat on the wall by “tite
ke, The “rhtdr wis" completely’ still dnd Tay #long the
ghore ke & glabs 'sHéet, “Plesently’ Arthur TWheeler
‘eamé ‘oat of élie"holtie barrytg 1S suit-chse, Le waved
‘0 mé Half-Heartedl§ and Ten ilked away ‘quickly.”

When T wént back “into the I‘én‘a%n, Aunt Tittie
““a“s sithing ot the itl ot Hith tier head buried in hér
arms, ”iaobb‘iﬁg ‘He dfdn’i‘. t.a.ke a‘n? notice ‘of ‘the ¥6'T
“Sat on the bed and said ndt}‘u‘ﬁ fréﬂén’bly ¥He pultda
‘herself together ahd gdt up and fookéa in’ tHe gldks. “'tn
‘a pretty sight and no mistake” sl saidhuskily,” #d
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tried to'smile, -then she put on her hat and went ou.
4 watehed ber from the window wandering along in the
opposite direciion from the village, I waited up until she
came back at about chalf-past ten. She seemed glad I
was there and made a great effort to be cheerful. She
took off her hat and fluffed out her hair and we made
tea on; bh%x&m'ms and: ate biscuits: with. it,
1A She, talked a, loi but didn’t mention ‘Arthur once,
.Ebe said she’d been thinking things out and had decided
to 'goto Vienna; she said, she knew an gentthere ctlled
‘Max . Bteiner and that we’'d probably .get work ' right
~away. She said. Vienna was a lovely place and she was
Jlonging to; see it again, she’d been there once before
with Mattie several years.ago,; When I said good night
Bhe suddenly, hugged me very tight and said: ‘Well,
dear, we're on our ownsome again now, o lei’s enjoy
$ 17 i o A .
V:After this, poor Aunt Tittie was terribly dispirited
and unhapi;x,_fo;_- weeks, We went to Vienna and found
that Max Lteiner was away 50 we tru&ged around to
several other agents until we had no more, money left.
Then I got a _job in the Prater Amusement Park ab a
Hm:,p-la Ioo‘uh I had to jerk the hoops on‘o a thk
after the xpeople had thrown them and then sling them
back to the prOpnetor who was . a brasa-uhrmted fat lu.tle
jmsn but quite kind, I mace enough money that way
to get; us food, and Aunt Tu.tve ma nageu to pa3 for



oir TooMS in a very dirty little hotel by picking ip then
every once in a while, it wasn’t really too eafy for her
becanse there were 50 many young and attractive pros
ession s who knew the best cafés and rezented intru=
sion on their beats, I used to be dreadfully tired when
1 g0, hoxne every night and I got awful blisters on ¥y
feet fron standing about all day.

: In October, Aunt Tittie met a very rich old man
who $0o%c her to Budapesth, When she’d been gone about
a week she selegraphed me some méney to come at onoce
so T gave a day’s notice to the Houp-la Booth and went,

Auni Titéie met me at the station in a smart motor-car;

sha was well-dressed and looked much ha.ppxer She said
she had a small flat overlooking the river and uhat if
only her old man could live for a liitle longer we’d be
on velvet, bui that he was very, very old indeed, and

she was afraid he wouldn't keep through the winfer.
‘Ws laughed a lot and were delighted to be together

again. Her flat really was quite nice and I slepé in a

luile servani’s room 2t the back. There was a Hungarian

cook who cimejin by, the day and we did the housework

ourselves The old man didn’t trouble us much, he only

came fo diner two or three times a week an: then didu’t
stay very libe. I used to go out when he came and
walk in the town, which was beauniiful, and sit about
in cafés Arinking coffee and listening to the Tzigines,

Afier we'd been there a few weeks un Tiiie
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gt afi 00 frienid 6f hers from Parisin the “Hangavia
Hotel He wisa Frénchmen, and 'wag running a small café
0% 1% ‘o“her “8ide of the river: e ame to tex at the
flat two dags Iater anl we ‘3id ‘our tidn for hia and he
$aid he® woul ! enzigs ug. Aunt Titho was reslly looking
very ‘well  juss ‘thert afil had a 155 of ‘nics closhés.  We
started work the follbwing' Meulay ‘and stayel!there
e whold win%r,” we ch-mge* our Sonys every ‘f‘ox*tmght,
ard 8aved quito o lo'of moneys 1 ¢

“0¢ In April,“Aving’ Tittie™s o1 roan had %o go and do &
ciire’ at' Badeh' Baden! He désided 46 go quite suddenly
and wrote 'a” hﬁter“to her g1¥ing gool-bys and enclos-
ing enoug‘h money %o pay ‘the 11§t montl’s rent and a
Jbﬂ: over besides.' We wers both very relieved really and
‘hever saw Bin hguin. Al yeur later v 'read in the pa-
‘per that he had-died: "~~~ 7 T v ol

'We Ieft BuﬂapeSuh in Miy and went back t6'Vienna
“where we stayed a few days, then wens to Prague where
"wS:vNy:éd" in'an open-air’ café for six weeks: TLen we
“eame back to" Paris with ‘exiough money o' kee# uﬁ for
the Sammer at lsas{:, if we lived oltédi‘ly‘?

" That avtudn we started again on our travels, we
g0t réturn’ engagements in some of the towns we had
‘played béfore. 1 was now fourteen ‘anl getting very tell:
“For the next two years our lives wens elong pretty evenly:
We met Aruhur Whaalor onée in Nice ¢n the Provienade
Qes Andlus. he lovked spruce and well and ‘wis Wwia ing
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a’straw ‘R4, which he “lifted politely, but ‘Annt Tittie
cut ‘hitn 'd8ad, and as we wore lsavidg the next day we
didn’t ssa"him agyin. Tn the’ swnttier &f 1917 wé were
back ‘in Paris: Aiin; “Pittie” ‘wasn’t well ' and complainsd
of pains inside. \"B dchI’t*'wtr’k for a’ few weeks *n“r’
thelh went “aWdy!>T% odd oI .abmarl wiadi duo - led
294 tfm"‘J‘*‘ﬁu"iry fdﬁhw%né,' THEA radl eoven windh.
bu‘thday. It’ c::mn on a Sunday “niwe were bf’\”’»ﬂ‘ﬂg
to Sp'.un whete we’d néither of G5 l’eﬁn Before. W' gok

out ab Bayé%yng“aﬁi’ iiaouéﬁﬁ; a 150‘3 15 of ghAra T AT Ang
fm:{ ; c.t‘el*bmuxon ﬂil LAV?)ﬁ'rjse ves m Jhﬂ €O i né
We flntaued t.he Lo\.tle betweon SR g nk for
the fu'st tlme 1n my 1 fe ani weno ,ho .t~n4 un 4 .‘xiové‘ﬁ
t.he corrxdor 1’.\1n+ Tiutle was 685 wilk Wluh l* «ghter
to stop e, ) Cisve sharm: bns 1 B0, 1 ganotd

W’e;Lp:ffé(f‘in a Cn’é ("h i,. s i Son” Sehwwn %

Juaib)en“ ”n‘ was nﬂw n Wi e APl
IO r Qi

of pamt 'The pommm wad ‘a’ fat 1"714"'-" ~w whe

wore an t‘no moas (‘mrmxﬂ an’{ Smann'e:' vnﬁ on “his

ot o

Little, fxTn'Jnr “Weo }md b nrc‘co nmcn Vod tf)h"ﬁh by M ‘
bt A908 £1844 10 sma?

mre, onr ?g*nt in JP&I'LS, as a. nGV‘L,,. He dien’’ Seexn

b Shinc . we Ware: Vory novel #n’ Was ooty Auns -
k Tytt;e when che asked for the banl toplay mere qmctly, ;
but 1(‘: ‘mg.wered Ahttfe as haruly ‘xnybody “came’ to the
oa.fe an3 how"anT wo were paid our'ss Slatry ‘and dismissed
“affer the fUSu week We llwwc; in saveral d1ffexen*

places in Spain but without xnuch BUCCOSS: The Spanmlé.l
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were politd and applauded our turn perfunctorily and
that was all; there was noe enthusiasm, and when Aunt
-Tittie went from table to table singing “How would
you like a little Rose like Me?’ they generslly sat
quite silently and looked at her; and very, seldom even
held out thcu- hands for the paper roses, so pobr
Aunj 'flttxe ‘had to put them down on the table and go
on to the next one. It was very discouraging for her;
of course, she was beginning to look rather old, ‘an(_l
her smile lacked the gaiety it used to have, '

- When we goi to Barcelona we played in a very
dirty music-hall which was a bit beiter because the floor
of the auditorium was uncarpeted wood and the people
stamped their feet instead of clapping, which n_:ade a
tremendous noise and made everything we did seem like
a triumphant success. We went to a big bull fight one
afternoon which upset us both horribly. Aunt Tittie
oried all the way back to the hotel, thinking about ihe
horsés, and how they trotted into the ring so amicably
‘with a bandage over one eye to prevent thém from
seeing the bull coming, Some of them screamed dread-
fully when they were gored and the memory of it haunied
us for days.

& We sat outside a café on the way home and had
Ocha‘a which is an iced sweet drink madée of nuts, and
looks like very thick milk: Aunt Tittie kept on bursi-

»\i'ng into tears and then langhing at hevself hysterically,



altogether she was in such a state that she had to have
gome brandy and lie-down before the show: Two nights
after that when we had finished our turn and I was
<waiting outside the dressing-room und v the stage, while
Aunt Tittie dressed, there was suddenly a terrific crash
up above and a Joud scream and the oichestra stopped
dead: - I rushed up on to the stage to see what had
happened: Eveéryone was running about and yelling:
On2 of the big limelight lamps had exploded and fallen
down and set fire to the curtains, which were blazing:
A conjuror who had been doing his turn when the
thing fell came rushing past me and knacked me against
_the wall; his wife, who was his assistant, was shut up
in - his magic cabinet in the middle of the stage and
was hammering on the inside of it to be let out: The
stage manager ran towards it to open it, but before he
could reach it a whole length of blazing curtain fell right
across it
I ran quickly downstairs to fetch Aunt Tittie and
. met her coming up in her dressing-gown with grease all
over her face. We heard the conjuror’s wife shrieking
horribly as the cabinet started to burn, but theré was’
‘no chanc® of réscuing her because by this time the
whole stage was blazing: We tried to beat our way through
the thick smoke to the stage-door: Aunt Tittie was
" choking, and a stage-hand, mad with fright, knoc:}:éd
ber down and stumbled right over her; one of his boo&!
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out her fade: T holped herup aa& we finally got out
into the all*y Theve was & terrific orash behind us s
part of the roof fell in." ‘Alint Tittie gave o Tittle gasp
and collapsed, 8o I grabbed: hee wnder {ho ariss and
draggeli her along the alley “with her hecls Seraping
over: the cobblastones.  There were huandreds of people
running sbout sereaming and T was “terfified tHat we'd, =
be thrown ~cown and  tramypled- to degth: Whend got
Aunt Titsie ont! eof the alley inté: the sirveet 1 suér‘.enly
thought of che conjuror’s wifesbtmapped inside that eabinet,
and I lkidrAuns Tittie onthe gmun& and wis: vuﬂsntly
sick in the gnftter; - g f

:When- P finished, -I. 536 (JOWIT on the kérk iw heér
Btde: ~Then I nosiced  that - her face. was bloeding, Sonl
dabbed dt with why handkerchief and she - opened her
eyes: The fire ¢ngines had: arvived by this time: I could
‘hear them in the moxf ' sbreéfi Al man came up-and we
both helped Aunt Tiitie to her fect; she stood tméyi:ng
for a' moment’. with.our arms supporiing her and ilen
igave a soream and clatehed her side and fainted again:
I dide’s know what o de, the men douldn’s speak French
_'.vor:;F}nglish.‘-f and I only knew a few words of Spanislh
‘He helped me ecarry her along to the street~¢orner and
I signed o him o weit with Ier while T got a- taxiz I
-ran very fast but couldn’t see one anywhere. Suddendy
i 3 t!jswv a motor ambulance coming out of a side street,
1 atopped it and directod it back to wlere I'd loft Aung
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Titse: Thi $i7o "agpbak men Hifsed Lo iuto i’ ah'!
I snd 06 d5%e to Gho.aelnge moanand thanked ﬂm
very %eh,’"lml he zais>d his bowlsr hat “and bowed
and we drove away.to the Lospital leaving him ﬁ'xniiin‘g
there: 13-4

When we arnve'l at the hospital they took Auuntr
Tittie into ths emorgency ward and I-sat: by her for
agps before anyone eame mear.us: Shs carae‘to after &
little and stacted 4o ory; she said she had-a terribly paid
in her 5tp;nnsch at the ssidel. Her woics 3yanied very
weak and husky.: There weve 1453 «of ather peo.ds lying on
beds gnd groaping. Oas mian’s “facs was. almost black
and all the hairon the.ipp of his head was Bum'-h AWay
leaving moiilol rel vatches, dHe &kepi on' giving/ lisile
squeaks like a rabbif, anl cluiching at she sheet with:
his hands which vere. disadfnlly burned; . *

Pres:n ly _two . Sis‘ees.of Morcv exme-in anl went:

“round to il Lha bods anl fried fo: make people a likls:

more com’or ulbl" Finally swo dozbors icanie ~with sév=
eral nurs23; and chey .weal from bed 4o -bed and $&tk‘f{e’d
a 1(;‘.“., in low vaices. Whan ihey gos to us, I sioed upand
expliined in Tranch aboub suns Tistie’s pain. »Eut'i;mﬁ.teh'
bg_s of thya wpiwainal all xight and fels hersstoinach:
mﬁhh@jmgna, bgn be sent.ene of the nurses-away'
an? she c* 5 baock in a few: minutes avith @ stretchen
on whela, We all do5 Aunt.Tiitie on fo:it -and I.waqlk‘ﬁ.
behind it with the “octor through miles of p&wgep;éx

-~
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Evéntually we got to a verg quiet, ward with only
a Tew beds occupied: A Sister of Mercy was sitting
reading at a table with a shaded lamp on it. fhe ge up
when we cam: in. Then the doctor took me downsiairs
to the waiting-room and said that he wag afraid Aunt
Tittie had a\very bad appendix but that he was going
to give her a thorough examination and make sure and
that I'd better go home and come back in the morning:
I said I’d rather stay in case Aunt Tittie wanted me,
80 he said “very well” and loft me. I lay on a bench
all night and slept part of the time. In the early morning
two cleaners came in and clattered about with 1ils. I
go5 up and found my way to the main entrance and
finally found a nurse who spoke a little French: She
said it was too early to find out anything and that I’d
bevier have some coffee and_come back, so I weni out
into the street and found a café that was just opening
and drank some coffee and ate a roll. When I gat
back I met the doctor coming down the steps, he took
me into an office and a Sister of Mercy took down parti-
culars about Aunt Titaniz which I gave her in French,
and the dottor translited into Sparnish. When that wes
done he told me that the only chance ef saving £ unt
Tittie’s life was to operate immediately. T asked if 1
coull see her and he said no, that she was alnost
unconscious anl that if 1 wasagreeable he woul! operate

right away: I s2id he’d better do what he thought best
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and tI;t P;i wait, so I went back to the waiting-room;
A lot of peopl: had come in, several were rehgtiives of ~
peopyls wha had been in the fire, most of them moaned
and wailed and made a great noige. About three hours
Iater a nurse came and czlled out my name. I stood up,
and she took me inta the office again: After a minute
or two-the doctor came in looking very serious. e
tol1 me that there wasscarcély any hope of Aunt Tittie
living, as when they operated they discovered that the
appenlix had burst. He said she hadn’s come to yet
from the anaesthetic, but that I coul! see her when
ghe dil. I asked when that would be and he said he
coul '’ tell for certain, but that I’d better wait, They
Jet me stay in the office which was nicer than the
waiting room, and the Sister of Mercy gave me zove
dry biscuits eut of a tin on her desk. She had a round
face, anl glasses, and peered at. me throush them
sympathetically, Presently a nurse appeared an? sisned
to me to follow her. We went several floors in a liff,
There was a wheel stretcher in it with a man lvinz on
it and an orderly standing by the side. The man didn't
move at all and his head was covered with banlages.

#9This time Aunt Tittie was in a private rooy which
was very dia and there was a sereen round the hewd
oi ‘the bed and anoher near the door, Wten I wen: in
I coald hardly 82e for a minute; the nurse drew up"‘.r
chair anl I sat down by the bed, Auvni Tiftie was ]ye ;

L
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ing. quite still with her eyes.closed, Her foces was,dead

- “White zmd. she ;had.a nichidress on of -thick. flannel

which was butioned up to-ihe chin. the Joaked terribly,
terribly tired 2nd: every now anl then her month gave
a litgle twitch, I felt a londing oput mny arss round her
and. hold: hersight -end tell ow.how much I Joved her,
but - when I thosght —akout  that I wonted to pry,.s0 1
looked away for.a moment and tried 10 consrel xayself,
Precently :she -opened Jrorreyes and moved-her head to
one side; she saw ‘meranl said "I-Z-:llor rGearie,” . in a
whisper, Then she frewned and closed: her eyes aga._iﬂ.
I took her hsnd which was ousside the coverlet, and

" heldit, It fels dry. and hos, After g liftle, while she

moved agrin and fried Lo Apeek, -her henl cluighed mine
very hard and thenrelaxed, I putrmy he&d‘.down close
to hers anl-shesaid: “Take care. of yqvmt;lf,’f:l;étar.t.ed
orying then,r hapelesaly; but I was carefnl.not to make
any ‘noise and her cyes were still-slut 8o she couldn’s
see. Suddenly she geve.a dittle meain and the nursecame
out. from behind the screen.and .mosioned me o go.out
of ‘ths room, : I disengaged my hand frem:A nt Tiitie's

- very gently;she didn't.-ssem to noiies, and .l went eut

into the passage. There was a window -aé the end -and
I stoad :nl dooked out . acress the hospital g ounds te
::!xhe town: It was 4 very windy ddy mand there was a
fidgstaff wpon the 'hill with +ho flag standing straight
_ out fro.ait lodling as theugh'it were made of wool; Every

-
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Sinow ¥ 'H?T/’ﬁen futtered and su&ﬁnded for a mo-aéne
¢ and theun’ blew out straight agiin.

" T wwited abeat <))l day .in the hosplbal but they
wouldn’t Jeb’ me’in fo 8s8 Aunt_Tittie again, because
ghiey said ishe: sras wnconseious, and in the evening at

~ wheus seven o'dock: shei died, . I went back to the hotel'
and Jay onr iy ‘bed/ trying to be sensible and think things
ouf, biit I wasn’t very successful -and. finally gave way
and cried for a Jong time until:I dfopped . off te sleep,

When T woke up’ it was about eleven w’clock and I felt

Be‘f’ﬁi:, but T eouln’t slesp any more so I went out and

wanferd® abot 'the town: I walked right down to the

harboar and watéhed the ships: There was a big liner,
gianding a litile way out, all the decks were brilliantly
lighted and I could hear music faintly: I suddenly
realised that I hadn’t had anyching to eat all day, so

I went into a restauran: which was filled with sailors,

and had a plate of stew and some coffee, everything

was very greasy and I couldn’t eat much of if,

The nexs day I went through all Auns Tittie’s things
and discovered that she had twenty sovereigns locked
in her jewel-case, also a brooch with diamonds and twa
rings, one with very small rose diamonds, and the other
plain gold, I myself had fourteen pounds saved, mostly
in francss I went back to the hospital and interviewed;
the do ctor about the operation and funeral exp
He was very kind, and when I told‘ him how ihucg_‘,

. " e
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I'fiad, 8aid that ke wouldn’t charge for the operation::
In Spi\ﬁé\ of this, hawcver, I had to pay out a gool.leal
" snd ‘when the whole business wes over I had sabout -
sé‘vente‘enrpounds left., Aunt Tittie was buvied tyvo days
later. An English clergyman appeaied and did it all, He'
was 6ffici0us, and kept on asking me questions aboat
hé?r.‘I»’bought a bunch of flowers and put them on the
grave, and I went back and packed up everything and

bought a ticket for Paris, : '

* “The Paris train was crowded, and I sat in the carridor
all' night and thought about Aunt Tittie, until my heart
nearly burst with Joneliness and I pressed my head
agrinst the window and longed to be dead, teo,
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