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NOTE.

When the Vernacular Literature Committee
was first set on foot, there was much discu--
sion as to whether the works selected for tran-
slation into Bengali «hould wndergo any «dap-
tation, or should be translated as literally o~
possible and without any paraphrasing or alte;-
atiou of the origivel whatever.

The following extract from a letter wiien
T published at that time still expreases my ovy
view of the matter,

*Meve Transle/ion would not meet the great
ohjects which this Society intends to keep in
view. There is not only o difference of Jos-
cuage between the people of India and of Eng-
land.  We must recognise the far greater diff-
culty of a difference of ideas, associations and
literature. The instruction communicated to
the masses requires somewhat more than the
mere .employment of the vehice of native lan-
guage ;—the form in which 1% is conveyed
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As long as the mere narrative part is con-
cerned, the difficulty is not so great, but di-
rectly we come to abstract reflections and
didactic passages, the whole turn of thought,
—every allusion and cvery illustration is en-
tirely different from what any one would use
in writing for a native reader.

As there have be®h no meetings of the comi-
mittee for a long time past and the manage-
ment of its affairs, therefore, rested with myselfs
I have taken the liberty of freely paraphrasing
every passage in the text where 1 thought I
could make the sense clearer, and I have omitted
all allusions and illustrations which would be
stumbling-blocks to the Bengali reader. These
remarks apply more especially to the latter two-
thirds of the Book.

Excepting in very rare cases where men like
the. Rev. Mr. Robinson or the Rev. Krishna
Mohun Banerjee are the translators,—every
translation should [ think, have the advantage
of fwo heads, a Bengali and an English head.
An Englishman is hardly ever to be found who
can really write for the masses in Bengali,—
nor a mative who can do this and also under-
stand English so thoroughly as not to commit
serious blunders.
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As a pendani to these remarks I beg to
quote the following from the recent Madras
Blue Book on Kducation.

“When a boy has a translated book, of even
a simple narrative quality, put in his hands, his
usual observation is that ‘it is very hard’ al-
though it has been known that the same boy
would read fluently, and comprehend fully, a
native work upon an abtruse subject. It has
been testified on credible authority, that a
translation by two European gentlemen (of fa-
miliar learning in Mahratta) and one native
Mahratta scholar, of Lord Brougham’s tract on
the objects, advantages and pleasures of sci-
ence, is not only unintelligible to Mahratta
readers, but that it actually became so, after
five or six years, to the Mahratta translator
kimself.” | Minute of the Madras University
Board. | .
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