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Introduction

*Tulu belongs to Dravidian family of languages.

*Geographically and politically it belongs to
Karnataka and to northern Kerala.

*There are about 30 lakh Tulu speakers including
those who are staying outside Tulunadu.

*Tulu has its own distinct identity.
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Tulu language

*No of speakers ~30 lakh
*Tulu had its own script, but not in use recently
*Kannada script is used by Tulu nowadays

*Tulu has less Sanskrit words compared to
Kannada

*Use of Kannada script has brought in many
Kannada and Sanskrit words to Tulu

*No science writing in Tulu



Why Tulu Wikipedia?

*There is no encyclopaedia in Tulu

*Tulu has been introduced as a language at
Mangaluru & Udupi district schools

*Students have no encyclopaedic books, websites
to read other than the text books

*Bringing world knowledge in your language helps
to preserve and grow the language

*Most of Tulu culture, literature, heritage is still
in oral tradition. It needs to be documented



Tulu Wikipedia -the journey

*Started as an incubator project in 2008
*Some activity in 2008-09, dormant afterwards
*Meeting held in Jan 2014 to instil new life

*Many meetings workshops, editathons held at
Mangaluru & Udupi

*Presentation done during World Tulu Festival at
Mangaluru, Dec 2014

*All these brought in a new set of dedicated
editors

*Lot of media mentions brought in awareness



Tulu Wikipedia journey

In incubator

(>10 edits)

January November |August 2016
2014 2014
Articles 135 747 1079
Editors 8 68 102




19-04-2014, Mangaluru 25-05-2014, Udupi



11- 12 2014, Mangaluru 13-12-2014, World Tulu
Festival



26-04-2016, Mangaluru



Tulu Wikipedia goes live
Auqust 5. 2016

e

Katherine Maher, Executive Director, Wikimedia
Foundation, announcing Tulu Wikipedia becoming live
(Wikiconference 2016, Chandigarh)



Tulu Wikipedia facts

Started in 2008 (incubator)
2016 (live)
Script used Kannada
Articles >1100
Editors (total) ~200
Editors (active) 5-15
Translation %
-Most important strings ~100%
-Total strings (Mediawiki) 7%
-Mediawiki extensions 3%
-Mediawiki core 32%

tcy.wikipedia.org



Tulu Wikipedia
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Who made it possible?

*Institutes & Organisations
* Karnataka Tulu Sahitya Academy
*The Centre for Internet & Scoiety, Bengaluru
* Regional Research Centre, Udupi
* St Aloysius College, Mangaluru
*Shri Ramakrishna P.U. College, Mangaluru
* Sahyadri College of Engineering, Mangaluru
* Karnataka Theological College, Mangaluru

*People

*Viveka Rai, A V Navada, Vishwanatha Badikana, Baratesha A, U
B Pavanaja, Kishore Kumar Rai, Lokesh Kunchadka, S N
Vasanth, Benet Amanna, Dhanalakshmi, Ashok Alva, Yashoda
Kudla, Vinoda Rai, Lasya Shetty, Soundarya Shetty,
Vasanthumar Perla, Preetham Kundar, Purushothama
Bilimale, V K Yadav, ....



Proud moment

Bharatesh, Dhanalakshmi, Katherine Maher (Exec Director,
WMF), Pavanaja, Vishwanatha Badikana
(Wikiconference 2016, Chandigarh)



Tulu Wikipedia -present

*Active community exists

*Regular meetings held

*Regular workshops & editathons conducted
* Awareness among people and media persons

*Tulu Wikipedia community is quite motivated &
dedicated



Lessons learnt

*Creation of awareness among people is most important
step

*Make use of print, electronic media & social media

*Make the people to understand how Wikipedia helps in
preserving and growing their language

*Motivate people to write to Wikipedia

*Keep the community alive -meetups, social media,
WhatsApp group

* Appreciate good work
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Questions?



Contact

Pavanaja U. B.
pavanaja@gmail.com
pavanaja@vishvakannada.com
www.linkedin.com/in/pavanaja
www.twitter.com/pavanaja
www.facebook.com/pavanaja
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