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THUE INTERNA"IONAL #MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et 2l
- against -

ARAK., Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposi®ion; SAKURAI, Tokusaburo,

naving first duly sworn an oath as on attached shect and
in accordance with the orocedure followed in my country, 1

hereby depose as follovs:
ffidavit

While I vas scrving es a staff officer of -the 5th Division,
‘from Vav, 1932, to July, 1954, General DOHIHARA was Com-
mender of trhe 9th Infantrv Srigade, belonging to tSihe same
Division.

I vas apnpointed a staff officer of the 1lst Army Corps im-
nediately after the outhbreak of the Chilna Incident in August,

1937,and remained in this positilon until November, 1938.
In the meantime, Gencral DCHIFARA vas Commender of the 1léth
Hivision, belonging to the lst Army Corps.

#pon 15 Adril to 12 June, 1938,while.I wasthus serving as

steff officer of the First Army Cornu, the l4th Division
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carricd out the following oncrations simulateneously with the
battle of -HSUCHOW: the crossing of the iellow HKiver, the

interception of the LUNG-IL.I Railwa-r and the canture of
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saeitions around LANGEFENG and of the walled city of K. LFLENG.
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Nivision 2s an additional staff officer in charge of
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Serving on the staff of General DOHINAR., and
ond dar in
s.aff officer

onperations, whi. arce fightings went ong
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two hundred and
I was chiefly e
of the

Ve e ™ b
,LI1"IU bOPJSi

.« T

otor-lorries of the Transoort Unit,
wnic-~tion Unite, under t»& direct command

-

rmTT uornDs vere temporall ttacred to the 1l4th Division

L st b ’

stotioned ot SINSLLN Orfzce and en ol these units
of their duties or having
in the garrison a rea of the 1l4th
ind returning to the lst iremy Coros, unanimously
follow:
ep concern over the »orotection
issued strict ordors,

e lead personally saw to it




taat his orders werec actually carried out, and so, all

memders of the Division thoroughly observed his orders,

sonsequently, whatever reglon the DORIV,.RA Division occupied

1ts inhabitants, who had taken refuge oalsewhere vould come

"ck to their homocs in a day or tvo and rasumed :leir work

18 Deacefully as hefore. .s for the dogrees »f Gzheral

DOUIENWRA's love towards Fis subordinates, there was ariong
the officers and

Fs

men of supply units sueh sa--ing

civilians first, then the 1l4th Division, and then units

directly attached to the lat Army “orps.,"

On 13, April 1958, I was trunsferrcd to S1I8I. It to serve

11 tre l4th Division as o astaff officer in charge of onerae

tlons. Arriving therc, I at once looked over the file of

dlrections, instructions, and operational orders issuecd by

th3 Divisional Commander. In these instructions and orders,

there vere many rassages 1n vhich the Commander gave strict

orders as to the protection of Uhinese eivilians, the
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prohibition of plunders and outrages, and thrs drotection,

of houses from fire. Besides, he exnlained concecretely

and in cetaill how to carry out these orders. 'hile

serving in the H. 4. of L“e First Army Corvs in the rear,

peonle say that the officers and men of the

14th Division loved and protected the Chinese masscse I

now realized that it was true., ‘his was, 1 thought at
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the Divisional Commier der on all ocecasions

tave such Hsrudent and orders to

nNis =anhordinatesn

Lo observe them thoroughly.

instructions, an‘l orders

~ 9

the Divislonal vommender as regardn

s LLLJ JL’.

drotcetlon of the Chinise 'asscs, were as follows:

(1) “he aim Army 1s to exterminate only

Lhe armed forces cenganed in hostile actlions: therefore.

Jananese officers and men shall love and >rotect the
Chinese masses.,
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I'ne key to the maintenance of »nublie peace 1s, not

to resort to arms, but to "temder Justic- with mcrey"

in tepating the Chinese masses so that thery v1ill come

to dlace hearty <Jonfiden~e in the Jaoaneso Army,
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means commit olunders ages8, and 80 on, nopr

ther steal aven 8 sinzle

of ver

stuff officer in chorge of

of the ol’eration of crossing the Yellow River up to

the canture of the walled city of KAIFENG. General

1)

A alwars naid much attention to the yrotcetion
Chinese mass s, and his orders for that nurnose
were strictly observed. There werc nlmost no cases

of' nplunders.
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Barly in i‘ay, 1938, in orcer to carry ont the oleration
of crossing ths Zellov [iver, My division had o leave

g »

TG, site of tha divisional Eiye for PUY L NGHSLsN, TO

s oast of 3INSL.G, whare v.o were to begin our drcdaratlon:

for Yot crossin: oneration. +*hc 2¢o0dle of STHSIANG had

—

reat  confideace in Goneral DOIIF: . R. that we could
ave the Hlreoa without bidding farswell to tho

>pagident of th. HBusiness Club. and all others., Hhowever,
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river erossi g oneration required, first of all, to be
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2ni to tell them that ve were moving to the

+“ would hav: rovoealecd the moverents of our division,

rJ

although ve ¥werc 1in realits moving to the east,
>rezident of the Business Club that ve werc
veastwards. 'Thereunon the 2rasident of the Busincess
to part fro Gencral DOELEARAG
admiradl from the bottom of his heart,

.

would like to cive a grand

-
farewell fanyuet in his honor, and 21l men ana women, voth
-ound and old would linec The streets and when -we starteds
of ficer in charze of onerations, however, I had

in from doing anything of the sort becanse 1t

reveal B movernnant of th division. Thus, on

1953, the Hele 0Of THE Division started bv train from
am.1ll station, over five 1iles distant Irom STuS1.aMG,
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inatcad of starting f{rom SINSIALIG statlon, which was more




+tpiot dublic .ttentione Onco tha 2e021c of
to General DOHIKELR. a4 2icce of a rcd hunting
;0ld, in praisc of his high moral churacter.

M trceight of 11 Lay, 1939, in tha faee of tha enamy, the
14+% Division under the comnand of Genaral DORIF LR rcsolutel
snrricd out the oneration of crossing the Xellow River in the
vicinity of 2UY.LIG-HSIAN, and the cenemy by sura>rise by virtu.
of thorough Hrel’arations and the bravery of ths offiecrs
-nd men, dealing the opndiosing foreces a scver blow ana
sucee:ding in the extrenmcly difficult oneration of crossing

river in tue fuce of tle neny. Then a chase started on th.
following 12th. When marching, 1 nlwers poda on 4 horsa-and

aprocccded imiediatcely behind General DOFIRARNM. On the

avoning of the l4th wa caupht sight of t¥r var-stricken
» - -

Chincsc, young and old, waitlr (guilts on their bhacks, flesing
soutrwarie across 2 vast >l.in and tiking cover in the

-

ymsnse expansion of b .rloy-ficlds. Hotleing tals, Genaral
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DOP1iAaR ordcred his intorp oreter e ] **D.-\., the ehnhief gua_['id’
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some otvers, who weroe marching baslde him, to tell the
Uhinese aa followa:
Vine Janane se arry have not the slightest intention ol
1ttaeking anvone but tho Chinese Iforces who 00806 Use Il
yeonle at large had better return to thgir homes and resume
t'eir wark." [n addition, General DOHWIFAR. hinsclf, sveaks-

ins in Chinese, Hold men, women, nd children hurrving by

"'l
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¢quicts on their backs to return to thelr A0 .
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of Fi. I unis saection of our forc :s noMed ud

raagents in tae 1.t 113 other units sursucd the

notrentineg onemwr far in the dip ction of CHUMGO .o
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30on ofter the occudration, in =uno cvoning of the oth ol




iccompanicd by "is staff officoers,

lest lootine and simlar ocets

1hhabitants had all fled boe
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oo vious dir's bombardment, snd there w

n in the strests. “hen General DOHIHARA
strcet corner, "o saw a Jasancse soldicr coining
Crincgse housc witih & chicken in his richt hand:

wrercudon, he spolze dir.etly to the soldiecr, “You shpuld

not hive lonted & Chinese civilicn, disobaying my cvery

il
L] L

1f 1ts ovner unon his r :turn srould
“21d stolen his chicken?

L once to wvhere it came fprom . “Me Division:

s - L

o~y . . "o &84 = = 9, : - ’ e B
nder Jersonally setting good examnles, even the rank

nnd file cane ¢t Seprve ‘) D2 Ly I 1715

-

duae coursc, the nama ¢ the  DOFIY R4 Unit" bocamns

synivalent of  "doinsg no bharm to Chincse » vilians,™

v »
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rdually becama Enovn to the refugee Chincse ecivilians

that that very DOHILLWRL Unit captured the wallcd city of
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A 1rBNG, two doys le ter they cuame back to pesume their

LS

Aol vork.,

st vihen th . Toshimua Ppi_ude Qursued the encmy to
vicinity of CEUNG.O'Y, the eanemy H»rock onen tha Xgllow
River emhankent, i1nstantly the district was floodsd over,

onpgaged in the rosearc work

.781ble boats. Whaon the unit
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comagneced this rescuc oderotion a large number of Chine
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civilions also wopo suffcering damapes., N Vhiense who

vers rescucd from drowning cxoresscd theinp hearty thanks

to the Unit:

10. For this “etion, Gencral DOFIF .R.

our Division vas on the soutiword
surdosc of intercepting t o LUNGL.T R-3

¢ often saw fire burning far in tho distancn,

occaslions, General DOHIVIL LR
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11l Dossible Iyrseutions l:st Chincse hous..s shall

v
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curnt. e saild, “rn My subordinates repeatodly to

out comdletely whenevaer they leave canding £, rounds,
no 1iro may veoak out.” ‘General DOHIHAR. cont i

Mouslr cnforcced strict diliscipline among bhis maen 1n regard

-

to firc, so that not siizgle house was burnt in thre

J1visions oncrational and sarrison arcn.

-

ad becn nersonallwy acquainged with, und trained by,

21l DOHIM.R\ time 1 was cantain till the time 1

Llentenant Lolonsl,

man ol noble character he alwaws tausht me to be
sinccre, "imself acting lilkewise. .Lbove a2ll, he guidecd his
suvordinates in all mattors with such benevolence trhat I car

not but res:

’

offic r 1n charge of odurations, came in-

With Goencral DOMINILWRL, the then Divisiona
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Comander, eecae acLIly imdressed br with his noble

and sinccre character I dlvavs folt it to be m

[

honour to be scrving suck 2 comwander 28 he. 4wt General

a2

DOALHAR, used £o put stresse uo2on the nrotection of tho

e o -

vhimisec masscs was one nanifoestation of his noble crarneto
s8nceinlly throughout various onerations, he vwould say
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Mihituclly, "“Ja il promotion of
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the 1l4th VYVivision under command of .Gen-ral

rcheéd through and mointained sublic place aftar the

cakk of the vhina Incident, the residents of villaeges

wore greatly influencaed by his virturc, and »nlaced hozrty

confidence in hir,
these districtse In fact, whenever the DOMIL . 7.

1.1t these communiti villagers one and 21l prais

Nls noblc character wnd regreted that he was lcavin

> bide &F 3

1946.
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Deoonante S TRLY Tokusaburo (ao2l)
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Ainjiro, ho-cby coptif;s that the above statcment

aCe anad ordaer waro well maintal.
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was svworn br the Deponcnt, who afficcd his signature and seal

*hercto in th: >r sence of tris Wwitnesse.

On thi: same data

at the sa.ne nlace.

Witn-ss: (sign:d) O07.. ninjiro (scal)
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In nccordanc . with mv conscience 4+ svear to tell the vhole

"":f'nz"::"‘-v"l' ‘;1'!}':.*,

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.
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$,KUR.LI, Tokusaburo

ranslation Cartificate

I, HONG)O, T-meo, of tho Dgofonse, horcby certify that th

nttaehocd tronslation of .ffidavit of SAKUR.L, “Yokasaburo 1s,
to th: best of my know;edge and belief, & correct tr-nslation
and 18 -8 n.apr as oossible to +the mesning of the orl in-l
documcnt.

Tamco Honr;'-io ¥
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