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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF FUHA, Hiroshi,
by Mr. Warreno—
28722 * The witness identified and veritied axhibit

28723 3186 as his affidavit. * The witness stategd that among
nis varlous positions during the recant war, he was staff
officer of the 7th Area Army from July 1944 until April,
1945, The 7th Area Army was organlzed 15 April, 1944,
under the Southern General Army, and its first commandsr
was the accused DOIHARA, who held th!s post from Apri)
1944 to April, 1945, when it was taken over by ITAGAKI.

Command jurisdiction of the 7th Army was Malaya,
Sumatra, Java, and British Borneo. Borneo was divided 1nto
British and Dutch areas. At first the army was charged
with preserving peace in the British area and the navy with
that in the Dutch area. The 24th Army had no Jurisdiction
whatsoever over the latter area. The Borneo garrison, a
part of the 7th Army, was the unit responsible,

28724 * Repeated attacks in New Guinea by Allied forcas
increased alarm, and in fact most parts cf New Guinea wers
conquered. Need for gerneral reorganization became urgent,
and in August, 1944, the Borneo Garrison was reorganized
intc the 37th Army and withdrawn from under the command of
the 7th Army. The 7th Army commander hsd no further re-
spensibility, and no command over its operations. This
move resulted in the memoval of all things relating to
British Borneo from 7tih Army command as of Ausust 1944,

28725 * At no time was any POW camp within the juris-
diction of the 7th Army. They were always under the
control of the Southern Army. The commander of the Southern
Army, TERAUCHI, controlled the administration of the camps
and placed responsibility upon the camp commanders. In
areas such as the territorial jurisdiction covered hy the
7th Army, intermediate commanders had no responsibility
in the administration of POWs and were not authorized to
and could not issue any orders concerning them. Their
responsibility was functional and not administrative.
Thelir duty was limited to security to guard POW camps,
or take measures to safeguard them from the enemy. They
had no voice in camp administration or treatment or POWs,
hen speaking of intermediate commanders, he spcks with
reference to security channels only, and not teo 2ommand
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* In the chain of security command, there is first
the Commander of the Southern Army, the Commander of the
Area Army, and the Commander of a subordinate army oOr
garrison. An intermediate commander would be the army
commander., and not the army area commander. The chart
~hich he incorporated as a part of his affidavit showing

command and securily channels depicts this.

Full responsibility for administration and treat-
ment of POWs was under the Southern Army Commander.,
Securlity of POW camps Wwas the responsibility of the army
or garrison commander, and the army area commander had no
responsibility or authority whatsoever. The Southern Army
Commander, in addition to reserving direct administration
and treatment of POWs, also reserved ship transportation
and naval and army aerial units. These units and services
even located within the * territorial jurisdiction of an
area army, were not subject to any command function exer-
cised by the commander of the area army.

CROSS -EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE.

The witness stated that his rank was lieutenant
coloyg!, when he was staff officer of the 7th Area Army,
which had headquarters at Singapore. He remembered that on
23 October, 1944, as result of an agreement between army
and navy authorities, ~ommand of the Andaman and Nlcobar
Islands went from the navy to the 29th Army, which was
ander the 7th District Army. It did not happen that by
a similar agreement the army became responsible for the
whole of Borneo. * In August, 1944, the defense of Borneo
came under the jurisdiction of the Southern Army, but he
knew nothing of what happened after that.

It was suggested to the witness that the 37th
Army was not formed until 12 October, but the witness
stated. that according to his recollection it was formed in
August 1944, under the Southern Army. It was suggested to
the witness that the 7th Army was formed on 27 March, but
he stated he believed 1t was the 15th April, 1944. The
district army was formed before he became a. member of 1ts
staff, and he was relylng on records since as to the
formation of that army.. * He had seen these records within
the last three Lionths, at 7th Army Headquarters in Singapore.
Uporni being re-asked 1f he had seen any of these records
within the last three months, he stated he had not.
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If the Centrazal Liailsion Office sald the army was
formed on 27 March, he would not b2 in a positicon to deny
it. In regard to the normal functicns of an area army in
relation to.the armies under it, * the area commander has
power to give orders in relation to education,; persomnel,
operations, supplies, ete. The arsa army does nol have any
troops apart from headquarters trcops, The area commander
would be directly responsible to the pzneral army commander,

* He was asked 1f there werea any other casas
where an army commander was directly responsible to the
commander of the general army and not te the army area
commander, and he stated POW camps had a special chaln of
command, and he knew of no other case, As far as adminis-
trative functions were concerned, the POW camp at Rangoon
was not under the Burma area army, The Burma area army Wwas
the same as that of the 7th area army and cther armies. To
the witness was read a statement from article 3 of the
ordinance of POW camps of December 23, 1941, saying that
POW camps shall be administered by a commander of an armny
* or garrison commander under the gesneral supervision of
the War Minister. He was asked tec raconcile the practice
of the Southern Army Commander wiih regard tc PCWs with
that article. The witness stated that prevision applied
to POW camps in the Japanese homeland. As for POW canps
overseas, he belleved it zhould be interpreted that ths
commander of the Southerr Army was the one referred to.

* Exhibit 3187, the affidavit oif SﬂNADA, JOiEhi?U;
stated that the affiant was Chief of the Military Seecticy
of the Military Affairs Bureau from 5 February, 1941, to
20 April, 1942, and during his tenure became familliar with
the functions and operations of the Supreme War Council.
The Councll was an advisory becdy to the Empercr on important
military affairs, but did not have authority to independently
advise. It only advised upon the Emperor's request. When
there was no draft of a subject for consultation presented
by the Emperor, there could be no orficial Supreme Wat
Conference. The Supreme War Council referred to in Append.is

and which was attended by the accused DOIHARA, was nct an
official conference because there was no draft of a sunject
by the Emperor. Consequently, there was no matter for
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consultation, and the members were not called upcn
any decision.
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28736 * The witness nad pcrzconzl knowledge of what
occurred at that meeting, because the Director of the
Millitary Affairs Bureau, }UTO, was ill and the witness
attended in his behalf. At the meeting, War IMinister
TOJO made an opening address and was followed by Chief
of Staff SUGIYAMA, who spoke on the conditions and
brospects of the European War which had broken out between
Germany and the Soviet on 22 June, 1941. During that
meeting there was only the: explanation of the international
situation caused by the outbreak of the German-lussian
war. Ther~ was no statement of opinion by the war coun-
clllors and no discussion concerning the Greater Last Asia
War, or the outbreak of a possible war between Japan and

the U, S,
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INTRRNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TH® FAR WAST
THF UNITRD STATRS OF AMRRICA, et al CW g

ARAKI, Sadao, et al . W

do.lv"q SWORN DRFOSITION (TranslatigRr
Deponent: FUHAG"FHirosh

T heraby depose as followe,

T, ¥UHA, Hifoshi, of lawful age, being first duly sworn
in accordance with the customs 1n my country, dnprose and state
as followszs

My name 1is FTMTHA, Hiroshi. During the r~cent was T held
many posltions as Staff Officer of various armiers. T was
appointed Staff Officer of the 15th Army on Januzry 19, 1045,
Staff Officer of the Burma Arra Army on-March-1l2, 1942, Staff
Officer of the 7th Areza Armry on July 14, 1944, Staff Officer
of the 1lst General Army on April-6, 1945, and Staff Officer

of the 12th Area Army on June 15, 1945,

I have been asked what I lmow concerning the organiza=-
tion, command responsibllity and command channcls, esprclally

of the 7th Area 4rmy, with which army I served as Staff
Officer from July, 1944, until April, 1945. The 7th Arca irwy
was organized April 15, 1944, under the Southern General Arr,
and its first Commander~in-Chlef was the accused NDCHINARA,
Kenjl, who held this post from April, 1944, until April, 194,
when the command was taken over by General Ttazaki, who held
the post from April, 1945, untll August, 1945. The command
Jurlisdication of the 7th Area Army was Melaya, Sumatra, Java
and Britlish Borneo. Borneo was divided into a British area

and & Dutch area, In the beginning the army was charged with
the preservation of peacc in the British area and the Navy
was charged with that in the Dutch area. Consequently the
Army had no jurisdiction whatsoever over the Dutch areae.

The Borneo garrison, 2 component of the 7th Area Army,
was the unit directly responsible, However, repeated attacks
in New Guinea by allied forces gave cause for 1ncreasing
alarm and, in fact, they reconquered most parts of New Guinea,
The need for general reorgenization became of Imrediate
urgency and the Borneo garrison was, ln August, 1¢44, re-
erganized into the 37th Army end at the same time was withdrawn
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from the command of the 7th Area Army and placed under the
direct command of the Southern Army. Consequently the come
mander of the 7th Area Army had no further responsibility and
no direct command whatsoever over its operations and actionse.
This move resulted, of sourse, in the removal of all things
relating to British Borneo from the command of the 7th Area
Army as of August, 1944, |

_ Morcover, at no time was any prisoner of war camp located
within the territorial jurisdiction of the 7th Area Army
aver under its controls They were aalwayps under the dircet
control of the Southern army, vhich was a superior command
to that of the 7th Aroa armye. The Commander-in-Chief of the
Southern Army, Marshall Terauchl, controlled the administra-
tion of these :zpamps and placed the responsibility for sacn
camn dircetly upon the camp commander. Conscguently, in -
areas 'such as tvc territorinl jurisdietion cowercd by thc 7th
Area Army, the intermcdiate commanders and no responsibility
whatsoever in respect to the administration of prisoncrs of
war, and were no authorized to, and could not issuc any order
concerning them. Their only responsibility was a functional
responsibility and not one of administration. Thelr duty
was limited strictly to sccupdgy; to guard the camps of
prisoncrs of war, or take measurcs Whoro necessary to safeguard
them from enemy attacke They had no volce whatsoever in the
administration of the camps or in the treatment of the
prisoners of war, Porhaps I have not made myself clear in
roferring to intermediatec commanders. In this particular
instance 4 w@rn = spenking with reference to security channols
only and have no re¢ference whatsoever to command ~bhiinnels.
In the chain of sccurity command there is first, the commandore
in-Chief of the Southern Army, the Commandaer of tho Arco ATy,
and the Commandder of a subordinate army or garrisone The
intermediate commandgpr to whom I have rcefercence would be the

commanddrr of the army and not thc commandéder of the Arca Army.

In order to clartff this affidavit, I have preparcd a chart
showing command channcls .and sccurity channels only. .This
chart, which I incorporatc as a part of my affidavit, cloarly
depicts the two channels to which I have made rceforenco.

The situation then boils dovn to this proposition. Full
rosponsibility for the administration and treatment of prisoncrs
of war was under the dircct command of the Commander-in-Chicf
of the 3outhern Army. 3Scecurity of prisoner of war cap®s wos
the dircct rcsponsibility of the army or garrison commandor,
as the case might be. The Areo aArmy commander had no rospon-
sibility or authority whatsoaver. The Commander-in-Chicf

of the Southern Army, in addition to rescerving to himself the
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direct administration thercof and the treatment of the pri-
soners of war, also rescrved to his command ship transw
porsation and naval units and army aeriallunits, including
air field service., Thesc units and services, in addition to
that. of the prisoner of war camps, oven if located within the
territorial jurisdiction covored by an Arca Army, were not

in any manner subjoct to any command function of any kind
excerclscd by the Commender of the Area Army.

On this 16 day of April, 1947,

At Tokzo.

BPONENT /s/ KUpA, Hiyoghi . (scal)

Af Jo
X3 ﬁﬁé%é;Takahisa hercby certify that the above state-
ment was sworn by the Deponcnt, who affixed his signature
and seal thereto in the prescnce of thls Witncss.

On thg samo dato.
I'Ltr ’l‘f?‘k;}"o °

— 4 -
A T8, Tk sdle e

Witness: /s/ RIS \scal)

CATH

In accordance with my consclence I swear t» toll the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/s/ FUHA, Hiroshi (seal)
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