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Leponent

SHWADA, Shigeru

Having first auly sworn wn outh us on attucliea
cheet e&nd in accordance with the procedure iolloved

in ny country I hereby depcse &s follows.
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In accordance vith :my conscience 1 sweirto tell

the wholce truth vithholding mdthingmnd adding

nothing.
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L.fonse languags k¥rch
INTERNLTIONLL MIL1T.Y THRIBUNLL FOR TiE F.R EAST
H ‘:1" -

THE UNITED STLTES OF LLERIC: & ectc.
- V8 = .
HuXl, Sacdao & ofc.
SHORN DEPOSITION
DEPONENT: S4iWiDia, Shigoerd.
Havinz firet duly swron an oath as on attachcd shect aad in accordaaco ,

with the procedurc followcd an wy country I hercby deposc as follow.
le I was born ot No. 4, KiliOBE, XiliOD.-Villege, TOS.-County, KOCHI=Prof.

i

on ierch 29, the 20th yecr of Livija, (1837)

Ly permencat and prosont address is Neo. A7, 4SLGAY4 5-Chorie, SUGIN.IAI-

Ward, TOXYO.
2. Gist of .y official carcer 18 as follows;--

June, the 39th yeer of heiji (1906) Comiissizned Scecond Licutcaant.

licreh, the 10th Year of Showa (1935) Praumoved te the rank «f pnjor

genzrol.

Merch, the 13th ycar of Showa (1938) Pruaoted tc the vrank of Lt

A |
GeNUrL J

Junc, thc sane ycar. appornted the Ccamxaxander of the

Fourth pivisicn.

October, the lhth ycar of Showa (1939) appeintcd tho 'Vicc-Chi,:f of the

coucral Staff.

)
.
s
ISR | |
E . " . 2 ' A Pap— T...- ... .b:L—.—-—'---- . I_. 1 | " 4
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¢ Defe Doce i 1737

- Decombor, tho 15th- vecr of ouow. (1941')  *vreinted the Comaender of
the Thirtosnth irmy (Shenghai’
Octobor, the 17th Year of Showa (1942) Relicved of the i:mt of the
Cammnder of the Thirteonth
A Novembor 15, the same year Trausforred to the i
| r¢8Scrve.

#ailo in active auty I served mostly at the General Staff, the Jgil:tary

swerWa,

g Staff College or as military attachc;' abroad.
3« I sorved &s the Vieco-Chicf of the Genoral Staff fraa Qotovoer, 1939 tu
Novewber, 1940, During the tenurc of ny office, tho Chief of the Goneral
St'aff was d. I, de Princc RAN'IN. The sdnister of Yer in YONAl Cabinet wes
Goneral HaTs, shunroku. T will h:roby reclate doteils of the downfall of
YONAI Cabinct causcd by the gar Ministerts roSiguation, which caun: to ny

kncwlodge bocausr of my participation in the aficir. ¢

an early sottloment of the China Incidont was & consistout desire of i
1
; our country and the capturc of NANKING was planncd for crcating an oppor-
'1}1 tunity for such a Qétthnisllt. The objoctive was not attaingd, howeovcr.

HaliGKOW was rcduccd with o view toward paving way for pcaco. It's recductio-.
too failed to bring about the torwination of tho Incideut, howevor.
‘Ccnsgeucnt ly Iit was generally held within Army circlos that brisk diploua. ) ,
1ctivitios should be relicd upon for the settk ment of the China J;ncidént.
‘8iuce arupd foroes wloue cculd nuot attain tho objoctive. - i
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With the pormisco- of tuo LanT A1 2l Tooras gtafd riuce KNI

and the understanding by the War Miniotor Goencral Hatay I was then having

conducted scerctly liaisca cuntoruiase hes ‘eeil Gnincse and Japaincse ailitare

feprescentatives for the purpose of concluding an ermistice., This ol Yell

h : 2
| Vadongh latary

meeause arcund the 8pring of 1940, Germany i‘:as rri-nning cxXtIoore ' asry
riciories and hier national prestige was groatly -onlmnced that the vic - 1
Cduc predouinant in Ay circles that Jepan should take advantige of
Germany 's influcnce to bring the Incident to a apec;dy teraination. Thot
the wry was dosirous of .pcacc with China is well known by War Ministcr

HaT4, and he himsclf always vaintained that it was most urgcnt to settle

the China Incidcnt,

e

Toward thé cnd of Juncy 1940, when I was in Caoina t5 obscrve the
ICMG operation I ruceivea an urgent telographic summoen fraa TOKYO.
Upon my hasty rcturn to TOKYO I found that the Qabinct was inclined not to
es8tablish closc rotations with Goraany contrary to thc. desire of tho ,ray
¢ircles and that the Cabinctts policy was running countcr talthq ATy s
prevailing opinion,

Tho Chicf of iruy General Staff Princo KLN'IN told mo that he wished
“he War Minister should do his utmost to break the political decadlock;
sut aiace it was his ardént dosire to accelerate the movement for pcaco
wtween Japan and China through Germany 's mediation. I should carcfully
mnfur_with the War Ministry with this end ip view. .
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Lcecordingly 1 eu..luu oL 0 LLER o W TS ) P RN LY War licutenans ucneral
aNobil, and discusscd the mattcs atyvoon twu of vs, The Vice _Ministor
finally said that inere was ro Wwe Gt Vol a sanicterial CIenga |y
~-0s8 tvhu Chief of'tho General Steff would ncdify his views +b utilizz
* Wyay to accelorate peace between China and Japen; that in view of *' -
Catege e 2 of the. presont cavinct it was impossible to ~onply m_{." L ¢ S
his objective ¢ven if SQue changss were made awong it:'; rembers .

2 When I tried to ascertain whechor oo not it was the War Mauaister ot
2 private opinion. £the viec Minister JSnaai answored in the nezative, but ad?s
cd that it was tho view o tﬁo pcrscnnel of the Ministry inceluding himsolf
; pointcd out that the mattor was of extrcme importance, aind as tho opiai.a
of tho ,rmay in gcucral end that of the cabinct in opposition to cach other,
%o hed better moct again aftor T asked once more the view of the Chief of
the IGoncral staff. «amo ..‘:in':"

Thoe Chicf u:' the Genoral Staff, having 'werd my rcport cormentod that
if his opinion rep.ceanted that of the ma jority of th: /= » N0 wanted mo
to wmake further cfforts for carrving out tho objeetive, that according to
tho Vice uinister there was no other way but z Cabinet chango and he was
truly sorry f:;r the war Minister 3£ sueh -un cxtrenc maasuré. was to be takcen.
but one must bear this aglinst such a vit.l nationzl gffair cs the settlol

twnt of the ineidont. I culled again on the Vies Minister and statcd tho

L

bPinion of the chicf of the general Stoaff .
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On the following day the Chisf of tho G;::neral Steff bandcd me a letter
‘bearing his signaturc and 'stat:in,-g. & vicw, &nd wnted me to deliver it to
the War Minister HiT4., I delaversd the lotter umnediately to the war
lilnister HLT4L. Lccording to Iy .-T.‘Ci.;OlluICtiO‘.l 1l delivered the letter to
=20 liinister HATL. through the Vice Minister NI, und was told by Ai .l

= "« had handed the letter to %o Minister HAT.... It r.light haveg |
" % [ handed the letter dirccetly to HAT. insicac, Though I cantt rr -
ber exactly in which manner, therc is no mistake dhat the letter was dac -
liverod to HLYA.

Having rceceived frou tue Chief of the General Staff the letter bearir.:
ois sigmturc_, v War Minister H.T. tendcred his resignation imnediatdy
on the follo.ing day~-- or two days latsr, and the YON.I cabinct resigned
Ch WESSC. ;

- That tho War Minister HATL so ardently desired to scttle the China
Incidcnt, and to rustore poace with China. I dircetly hecard froa him.
Thurc;;’no rozu for doubt cbout it.

It is truc that the porsonncl of the General Staff sierce in perfoct
accord as to the ucthod wherchy Gerrapny s hould be utilized and tho 'Inéidont

Ba 3scttled through  her wediation; end I dbeliove thet all the menmbers of

the Ter Liinistry including the Viec Minister wore of the sSane opinion, us

$.0 Vice Minister LLMI expresscly told o so. However, whether or not i

Wwexr Iﬁinistur HaTe hiasclf was eantiroly im accord with us c'og'céi'ning the

accoleration of pecace through Geriman necdiation, I cannot state definitly

4orce For I have neither asked personallly tio Minister HATA whethor he

-5 =
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agrecd with us op this subject

y "™ have T heard ¢ -

. Vice Linister aNLET
Say dofinitly the Minister wes

Shs saux opinion, Though .NAMI said tho
catire porsonncl of the war i

nistry: wncluding nimself Were in accord as
to this proposal.

Bocause the vy Cabinct wes cons

L=

+uition by acting in concert with, and naking uso of, Germany,
throught

oven if it was nocessary to cause the doimfall of the

YONAI Cabinct,
for doing so,

« 88 a nenmber of tho cabinet; was cow
Oporating with tho reat of the cabinot powbors ig

« Rr Hini&t'er IL;TI}

nan?.ng out its policivs
and thore wes no incdcation that ho was

tO cauply with the goneral wishos of tho 8rLy concerning the pramotion

' wWas
of poaco by way of Sorman mediation,

Indeced, thero,fervant dosire amcng
o immy circlos to change the per Ministcr,

This gencral opinion in
Lrmy eirolcas wus reflected upon tho Chiaf

cf the Goneral sStaff wh? formod

ctunicuted it to vy Ministor Hata., fThis

1is opinion accordingly and c

3uscd the war Ministor to resign innediately,

®n this 16th day of January, 1947
t SUGLLQ Prison,

b

IEPONENT /S/ SiWLDi, Shigoru

G0 s

*vative, and was against saying tr

)
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I, KOKUBU, Tach..rd, korcby ce-tify that the above stateuent was

sworn by the Doponent, who affivec als signaturoc thercto in the mrescnce

of this Witncss. i

on the sare dato, 4t the sawxe placc. -
’ }:1

Witness . /S/ KORubu. T-aoharu %

A

: QLATH

In cccordance with ny zonscicnee I swear to tell tho whole trugh

withholding nothing and wddiug nothing.
/S/ Savabl, Shigoru.
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