C/0 POSTMASTERg SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO: 401 S PLACE: Tokyo
* DATE : 23 Nov 45

Division of Origin: .Shibping and Rail Transportation

Subject: Convoy Difficulties
Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Captain KAWAMURA, Chugi - Last ship captain to leave
X Singapore

Where interviewed: Meiji Building
Interrogator: Mr A, C, Ingersoll, Jr

Interpreter: None

Allied Officers present: 1lst Lt J. D. Heldt

SUMMARY

Captain KAWAMURA, C, sailed from Singapore on the
last ship to leave this port, as Asst Chief Officer on

the KAZUURA, a hospital ship.

He was Captain of a tanker leaving M0JI in a con-
voy of ten merchant and eight escort ships the last of
December 1944, arriving at Singapore January 1945. His
was the only ship to get through to port.

This interrogation is a story of that convoy. 1t
brings to light the difficulties experienced in shipping
and losses as a result of combined Allied attack.
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Interrogation of Captain Chuj 1_Kawarura, Tanker Captain._ _ _ ___ _

Q. Will you please glve us your name and your present occupation?

A.‘ L amn Captain Chuji Kawarnura and now I an Cantain of the San
Diego Maru at Yokohana.

Q. What is the tonnage?

A. 7,268 gross tonnase, an o0il tanker.

Q. How long have you been on that ship, Captain?

R« THLs ronth,

Jo Just this llonth?

A. Yes,

Qe "hat was your last ship before that?

A. The Sarawak, gross‘tonnage 5,000, an Army Tanker,

Qe "hen did you get oﬁ that ship?

A. November 20, 1943.

Qe Where did it sail?

A. "We made three trips to Singapore, bringing back aviation
gasoline. On the fourth voyage to Sincapore the bow of the
ship, about sixty feet, was blown off and it wss towed into
lianila. Repairs at Ilanila were lrpossible so we returned to
Yokohara at the end of Aucust, 1944. Repairs were concluded
at Yekohara in the middle of Decenber. I sailed fron Yokoharna
for Singapore again on Decenber 31, 1S44,

s In convoy all the way?

A. Yes, convoy,

Q. Tow many ships were in the convoy?

A. Ten nerchant ships.

Q. Low nany escorts.

Ao Dight, It was a very difficult voyage.,

O« ™1ll you please describe that voyage?

A. At first that convoy was ten ships, rost of then tankers, ~nd
eicht escorts.

Q. *hat was your speed?

L .12 knots.

7« Can you tell us about that trip now?

L. 1t was a very rough trip. We sialed at the end of Decerber fron

« RESTRICTEDN..

li0Ji. The convoy expected +to go as far as Manlla, At that
tire Task Force 58 was in the South China Sea, 50 the plans
were changed and the convoy entered Raffels Islend near
Shanghai, t then proceeded to Takao and Formosa, On the way
over one ship was sunk by subnarine off Forrnosa near reeling,
January 8th, In the port of Takao we were attacked by carrier
planes and three riore shins were sunk.
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Q. hat date was that?

L 4, January 9th we were attacked by airplanes and three ships were .
i sunk; no escort ships were hit. One ship broke down and was -
also lost. o

el STE
D
®

Were they in the harbor at Takao®
§;' A. VYne in the harbor =2nd two outside the harbor.

Q. Now, I would like to have you describe the air attack in detail. .

' A, Fron daylight to evening four successive waves care that way o
| (indicating with hands). ' %
| Q. About how rany planes each tine?

A. 300 planes eltogether during the day.

n, Low nany other ships besides your convoy were daricged in this
alt ‘ack?y ;

A, Two ships inside the harbor besides 1y convoy, ﬁnd‘nany sraller
ships were danagzed.

n., I wonder if you could guess how rany bortbs fell in the harbor?

A. About 100 bombs.

N. There were three ships sunk in the harbor alﬁogether?

4, Yes, znd naybe sorie srall ships. Tuch darage wos done to the
city and the port.

0., Was there ruch anti-aircraft fire?

L. Not ruch fron the city, but ships in the heorbor shot down
four or five planes.

N. ‘*There was vour shir when the attack happened in the harbor?

L. fn the harbor tied to the buoy.

N, "hat did you do on your ship when the planes cane?

L. 'le hed twelve rachine guns and fifty lovy men.in Ty gun crew.

0. You stayed right there. You didn't try to loave?

Ax NO.

’ N, You stayed right there. Did any planes sttock your ship?
&. Yes.
;

N, How nany bonbs were dropped a2ined at your ship?
Le About ten bonbs near 1it.
', How far did they land from your ship, approxirately?
A. 100 reters. Another ship 200 yards away was SUnK.
0. Did the machine gun fire from your ship keed the ploanes fronm
u hitting you?
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Interrogation of Captain Chuji Karorurs Cont'd:
A, It wes very cloudy weather, low hanging clouds. The visibi- i
lity was so poor th-ot we couldn't see the planes in tinre to -
shoot at them. The clouds were hanging ~bout 2,000 reters
above the ships. -
Qs Didn't the planes core lower thon that?
he The nlanes were down as low as 2 to 300 rceters above the ship.
0. How long ~fter this did you s2il fron Takao?
A. The next day, the 1Oth, )
N, Can ycu tell us whot happencd after that?
Ae We followed the China coast in shallow weter pnst Hong Eonge.
Qe Did you pnss down outside of Hainan?
A, Yose %hen we had reached z voint just north of Eainan Island
70 received news of Task Force 58 nroceeding north throush the
China Sca and ve returned to Hong Konge On January 1l3th, we
rcached Fong Kong. On January 15th and 16th, two days, w#o
were attacked by carrier planes in hong Kong harbor,
Ne What d-rnage wes dcne by that atteck?
L. Four out of the five cargo shins reraining in ny convoy were
sunk in Hong Kong harbor. No other shins were sunk.
0 Tell us sorething about those attacks?
A, No escort ships were sunk, just hit. £fach day about 300
carricr plones, for two days 500 planes.
N, Were they just attacking ships or were they zlso hormbing tTne
harbor, docks, and towns? ~
As They attocked the airficld and the docks.
Je Wns there ruch anti-oircraft fire there?
Ae Therc were no land antieaircraft suns and no Japanese plancs.
The only resistence was by the ship!s anti-aireraft fron
roored shipse.
Ne Do ycu consider thet was 2 sufficient defence?
LA. I think on these two d-ys our defense was efiective.
0, Four ships were sunk ond six-eonvoy vessels dorageds It
doesn't sound as though 1t were effective.,
i, About twenty to thirty airplanes were shot domyg maybe rore.

On the evening of the second day we had conly 200 or 30C round
of srunition left on the ship. Because of the shortage of
arminition 2t the end of the second day and the probability
that we would be sunk on the third day if the attacks were
continuced., I ccnsulted with the convoy cormander =ncd he
suggested to fill the ship's tanks with water to make 1t ap-ear
to be hnlf sunk to dececive possible attackers, but tnls pro-
cedure wns not c-rried out. No attock ri~teielized on ths
third doye. |
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‘2t happencd after that?

Iy ship with four

Hong Kong and proc
north of Hainan Island and follos
to the port of Yuli

rorning we cut

followed the coast
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n, where we s
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¢scort ship was hit but not sunk b

The romaining three escorts accor

llalaya to the Singapore Straits,

of the convoy anchored in E
India~based B-29's dropped
channel near our

to enter the port

ancnorage,
ry sh
wailting for the Navy to
the 27th to the 31st

at Singapore the niddle of Pe

of January.
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Then

ain Chuji Kawanura Cont'd:
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the coast of Indo=China nnd

E=m

algon to Pointe dc Canau, the
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tines in the Singapore Straits
The next norning
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corpleted Iiarch 15th, Six nerchant ships and six escorts
sailed on the 19th of llareh in a2 north-bound CONVOY,

"hat were those six nerchant ships,

No, there were three tank
two large tankers, two ¢

“ere the three tarker loacded?

Loaded,

“hat kind of o0il%

iy ship was loaded with dicsel cil,
And the other two®

¥

ne big tanker was londed Wwith g=
sirall tanker w-s lerded with

vere they 2ll tankers?
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Now will you tell us about that trip?

The convey started ]

“here?

nirht outside
light,

nd then what?

1t ot a bir hole in the

shore,

larch 19th, and 2y oship struck a riine.

Singapore in the rinin chann:l near Lorsburg

snd nut on the beach?

Yus, but it sunk on the way,

L total lose?

Yecs,
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cngine roeom and it wae towed to
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Sweep the channel, reraining there fron
Ly ship entered dry docks
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interrogation of Captain Chujl Kaiarmura cont'd.
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Then what did you do?

On the way to the beach the ship was sunk. At that tire all
but seven cf the crew werc transferred from the ship tc another
ship in the convoy and they proceeded with the convoy svo
Saigon. I and the other officers remained on the ship over-
night, bcached. A Naval vessel care fron Singapore and rescued
us. I landed again a2t Singapore on March 20th and then waited
until April 1lst when a hospital ship was leaving Singapore, the
Kazuura. I sailed frerm Singapore on the Kazuura as Assistaont
Chief Officer.

That happened after that?

The hospital ship left Singapore 4April 1lst and orrived a2t Ioji
the 25th. Between Singapore and Eong Kong we observed rany
land planes from the Philipnincs scouting over the ship but

we were never attacked,

“hat dié¢ the ship carry?

Ne cargo, only wounded soldiers,

No cargo?

Shortly before the Kazuura sniled fror Singapore the Awa ilaru
w2s sunk by a submarine in the South China Sea on April 1st,
presuniably because of suspicion that it was carrying cargo

in addition to wounded scldicers. Because of this cvent the
authorities at Singapore were very careful to aveid any cargo
being on the Kazuura.

Nowr, there were no other events on the hormeward trinp?

Between Ferrosa and Shanghal the shi» was again scouted by
American land plancs.

“"hen you left Singapore on the Saraw-k did you think you could
get through to Japan?

- The convey wns only planned as far as Eong Kong. Bevond Hong

Kong there were no definite nlans at the tirne we left Singarore,
“That did you think vére ycur chences?

Belng o very fog. 'y seascn, I think we rirht have been able to
¢c¢t to Japan safely; thet is 1y opinicn. BRut in snite of the
fog,y planes were always able to follow the ship.

"hat havponed te the rest of the shins in that convoy?

None arrived in Heng Kens.

hat hapﬁ‘?}ened to then?

They arc presurcd to have been sunk off the coast of Indo-Chinea.
The details are unkncown.

Do vou know what the last convoy was to cone up?
March 1Gth was the last convoy.
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Interrogation of Captoin Chuil_Kenarura

8

oo

Ao

[ o

.ﬂ!..

-RESTRIC

‘None after that lcft Singapore?

NG,

Can you tell rie how the crew on the Sarawak acted with all these

attacks going on? Did any of the crew desert at Tak«oc or Hens
Kong?

No. One died at Tekac.
“hat did the ren on shins at that time t-ink about the chances

of Tthe war? What were thceir idecs sbout the future or rast of
the war?

When 1 was in Fanila for repeirs in the swrrer of 1944 1 learned

that the shins s2iling buthﬂn forirresa and Luzon were sufforing
hegavy losses by subrardnes in the Bashl Stralts north of Luzon,
and 2t that tire 1 and 1y assoccistes buran to feor that the
war was beginning to be lost, or begon tn fecl uneasy.

Hnern were you sure thot it wes logh?

=

In larch ot Singavore I began to think th-t the war wns lost.
het caused you to cone to that oniniont

ne faet that few or no ships ware able to arrive a2t their
cstination safelyv.

Do you know that in linreh, 1942, boesinning in 1942, Janan was

lesing ships faster than ku TEre oble to build ther? Fron
Ilarch, 1942, on, shins were lest foster than they were huillt,

Fro thuﬂ ﬂ nlways less shivs. Do you knew it storted Goan
frov then on?

I knew that at the tine, only just the cutline, nct the exact
nui-ber,

If vou knew 2s long n;o as 1642 thot Jonan was lesine shins

faster than she va2s bullding thei, what was your idea as to
what would be the cutecorie in 1942°%9

I didn 't beslieve the actuel state of thines, I belicveld in tha
statcr: nts of the Jananese Irﬂo 121l Eeadguarters that Jap

was wirming the war., I ﬁctu“liy knew the flcet wna bucﬁling

stielle® and sraller, but I llked Te believe In the gtoternonts
issued hy the J?;qneso 'uverial Headgquartors thnat anrn was

winniny the wor against Srerica.
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