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(188) First Love.

cemptuous amusement that I did not answer him at all.

3. ‘Are you still angry?” he went on. ° You've
no reason to be. It wans'nt I who called you a page,
you know, and pages attend queens especially. But
allow me to remark that you perform your duties
very badly.’

‘How so?’

‘ Pages ought to be inseparable from their mistresses ;
pages ought to know everything they do, they ought,
indeed, to watch over them,’ he added, lowering his
voice, ' day and night.’

4., ‘What do you mean?’

¢« What do I mean? I expressd myself pretty clearly,
I fancy. Day and night. By day it's not so much
matter ; it’s light, and people are about in the daytime ;
but by nigit, then look out for misfortune. I advise
you not to sleep at nights and to watch, watch with
all your energies. You remember, in the garden, by
night, at the fountain, that's where there’s need to
look out. You will thank me.’

5. Malevsky laughed and turned. his back on me.
He, most likely, attached no great importance to what
he had said to me, he had a reputation for mystifying,
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and was noted for his power of taking people in at
masquerades, - which - was greatly augmented by the
almost unconscious- falsity in which his whole nature
was steeped. ...... He only wanted to tease me ; but
every word he uttered was a poison that ran through
my veins. The blood rushed to my head.

6. ‘Ah! so that's it!’ I said to myself; ¢good!
€o there was reason for me to feel drawn into the
garden! That shan't be so!’ 1 cried aloud, and
struck myself on the chest with my fist, though
precisely what should not be so I could not have said,
¢ Whether Malevsky himself goes into the garden’ |
thought (he was bragging, perhaps; he has insolence
enough for that), ‘or some one else (the fence of our
garden was very low, and there was no difficulty in
getting over it), anyway, if any onc falls into my
hands, it will be the worse for him! 1 don’t advise
any one to meet me! T will prove to all the world
and to her, the traitress (I actually used the word
‘ traitress ’) that 1 can be revenged!’

7. 1 returned to my own room, took out of the
writing-table an English knife T had recently bought,
felt its sharp edge, and knitting my brows with an

air of cold and concentrated determination, thrust it -

into my pocket, as though doing such deeds was
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nothing out of the way for me, and not the first time.
My heart heaved angrily, and felt heavy as a stone.

8.¢All day long T kept a scowling brow and lips
tichtly compressed, and was continually walking up
and down, clutching, with my hand in my pocket,
the knife, which was warm from my grasp, while 1
prepared myself beforehand for something terrible.
These new unknown sensations so occupied and even
delighted me, that 1 hardly thought of Zinaida herself.
I was continually haunted by Aleko, the young gipsy
—* Where art thou going, young handsome man? Lie
there,” and then, ¢ thou art all besprent with blood......
Oh, what hast thou done’...... Naught!’ With what
a cruel smile ] repeated that ¢ Naught!'’

O. My father was not at home; but my mother,
who had for some time past been in an almost
continual state of dumb exasperation, noticed my

oloomy and heroic aspect, and said to me at supper,

‘ Why are you sulking like a mouse in a meal-tub?’
I merely smiled condescending's in reply, and
thought, “ If only they knew!’
It struck eleven; I went to my room, but did not
undress ; 1 waited for midnight ; at last it struck.
“The time has come!’ I muttered between my
teeth : and buttoning myself up to the throat, and
even pulling my sleeves up, I went into the garden.
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. 10. 1 had already-fixed- on- the spot from which
to keep watch. At the end of the garden, at the
point where the fence, separating our domain from the
Zasyekins,” joined the common wall, grew a pine-tree,

~ standing alone. Standing under its low thick branches,

I could see well, as far as the darknest of the night
permitted, what ;took place around. Close by, ran a
winding path which had always seemed mysterious to
me ; it coiled like a snake under the fence, which at
that point bore traces of having been climbed over,
and led to a round arbour formed of thick acacias.
I made my way to the pine-tree, leaned my back
against its trunk, and began my watch.

11. The night was as still as the night before, but
there were fewer clouds in the sky, and the outlines
of bushes, even of tall ﬂoxJers, could be more distinctly
seen. The first moments of expectation were oppressive,
almost terrible! I had made up my mind to everything.
I only debated how to act; whether to thunder
¢« Where goes thou? Stand! show thyself — or
death!’ or simply to strike...... Every sound, every
whisper and rustle, seemed to me portentous and
extraordinary......1 prepared myself......1 bent forward

I2. But half- n-hour passed, an hour passed ; my
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blood had grown quieter, colder ; the consciousness
that T was doing all this for nothing, that Iwas even
2 little absurd, that Malevsky had been making fun
of me, began to steal over me. I left my ambush,
and walked all about the garden. As if to taunt me,
there was not the smallest sound to be heard anywhere ;
everything was at rest. Even our dog was asleep,
curled up into a ball at the gate. 1 climbed up into
the ruins of the greenhouse, saw the open country far
away before me, recalled my meeting with Zinaida,
and fell to dreaming......

13. . 1 started...... I fancied 1 heard the creak of a
door opening, then the fiint crack of a broken twig.
In two bounds I got down from the ruin, and stood
still, all aghast. Rapid, light, but cautious footsteps
sounded distinctly in the garden. They were approach-

ing me.

14. ¢Here he is.....here he is, at last !’ flashed

through my heart. With spasmedic haste, T pulled
the knife out of my pocket ; with spasmodic haste, I
opened it. Flashes of red were whirling before my
eyes ; my hair stood up on my head in my fear and
fury...... The steps were coming straight towards me ;
I bent—I craned forward to meet him.....A man

came into view...... My God! it was my father !
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M

" 15. 1 recognised him at once, though he was all
mufied up in a dark cloak, and his hat was pulled
down over his face. On tip-toe he walked by:- He
did not notice me, though nothing concealed me ; but
1 was so huddled up and shrunk tog-ther that T fancy
I was almost on the level of the ground. The jealous
Othello, ready for murder, was suddenly transformed
into a school-boy...... 1 was so taken aback by my
fathers unexpected appearance that for the first
moment 1 did not notice where he had come from or
i what direction he disappeared. I only drew myseh
up and thought, ¢« Why is it my father is walking
about in the garden at night?’ when everything was
still again. 5

16. In my horror 1 had dropped my“knfi'é?m the,

grass, but 1 did not evem—attempt to look- for-it; 1
was very much ashamed of myself. 1 was completel
sobered at once. On my way to the house, however, I
went up to my seat under the elder-tree, and iooked
up at Zinaida's window. The small - stightly-convex
panes of the window shone dimly blue- in the faint
light thrown on them by the night sky. ~ All at once
—their colour began to change...... Behind  them—1
saw this, saw it distinctly—softly and cautiously a
white blind was let down, let down right to the
window frame, and so stayed. e
17. ‘What is that for?’ I said aloud aimost
T was......ground i % ¥ R— F WL —ready for murder
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involuntarily when I found myself once more in-my
room. ‘A dream, a chance,or...... ' The suppositions
which suddenly rushed into my head werc so new and

strange that I did not dare to entertain them.

XVIil

1. I got up in the morning with a headache. My
emotion of the previous day had vanished. It was
replaced by a dreary sense of blankness and a sort
of sadness I had not known till then, as though some-
thing had died in me.

‘ Why is it you're lookings like a rabbit with half
its brain removed ?’ said Lushin on mecting me.,

2. At lunch I stole a look first at my father, then
at my mother: he was composed, as usual ; she was,
as usual, secretly irritated. 1 waited to see whether
my fither would make some friendly remarks to me,
as he sometimes did...... But he did not even bestow
his everyday cold greeting upon me. ‘Shall I tell
Zinaida all?’ 1 wondered...... ‘It’s all the same, any-

way ; all is at an end between us.

3. I went to sec her, but told her nothing, and,
indeed, I could not even have managed to get a talk
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(202) First Love.

________-_——_____——-—————'—'—-_
with her if T had wanted to. The old princess’s son,
2 cadet of twelve years old, had come from Petersburg
for his holidays ; Zinaida at once handed her brother

over to me. _

4. ‘Here, she said, ‘my dear Volodya,'—it was
the first time she had used this pet-name to me—*‘is
a companion for” you. His name is Volodya, too.
Please, like him; he is still shy, but he has a good
heart. Show him Neskutchny gardens, go walks with
him, take him under your protection. You'll do that,

won’t you? Your'e so good, too !’

5. She laid both her hands affectionately on my
shoulders, and I was utterly bewildered. The presence
of this boy transformed me, too, into a boy. I looked
i silence at the cadet, who stared as silently at me.
Zinaida laughed, and pushed us towords each other.

Embrace ecach other, children!’ We embraced
each other. ¢ Would you like me to show you the
garden?’ 1 inquired of the cadet. ‘If you please,
he replied, in the regular cadet’s hoarse voice.

6. Zinaida laughed again...... I had time to notice
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that she had never had such an exquisite colour in
her face before. 1 set off with the cadet. There was
an old-fashioned swing in our garden. I sat him down
on the narrow plank seat, and began swinging him.
He sat rigid in his new little uniform of stout cloth,
with its broad gold braiding, and kept tight hold of
the cords. ,

7. ‘You'd better unbutton your collar, I said to
him.

‘It’s all right ; we're used to it,” he said, and cleared
his throat. He was like his sister. The eyes especially
recalled her. I liked being nice to him; and at the
same time an aching sadness was gnawing at my
heart. ¢ Now I certainly am a child,’ I thought; *but
yesterday......

8. 1 remembered where I had dropped my knife
the night before, and looked for it. The cadet asked
me for it, picked a thick stalk of wild parsley, cut a
pipe out of it, and began whistling. Othello whistled

But in the evening how he wept, this Othello, in
Zinaida's arms, when, seeking him out in a corner of
the garden, she asked him why he was so depressed.
My tears flowed with such violence that she was
frightened. |

©, ‘What is wrong with you? \What is it
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(206) First Love.

Volodya ?' she repeated; and secing I made no
answer, and did not cease weeping, she was about to
kiss my wet cheek. But I turned away from her, and
whispered through my sobs, ‘I know all. Why did
you play with me?...... What need had you of my
love.’ |

10. ‘1 am fo blame, Volodya......" said Zinaida.
¢1 am very much to blame......" she added, wringing
her hands. ‘How much there is bad and black and
sinful in me!......But T am not playing with you now.
I love you; you don’t even suspect why and how....

But what is it you know ?’

-

11. What could I say to her ? She stood facing
me, and looked at me; and I belonged to her
altogether from head to foot directly she looked at

A quarter of an hour later T was running races
with the cadet and Zinaida. I was not crying, I was
laughing, though my swollen eyelids dropped a tear
or two as I laughed. I had Zinaida’s ribbon round
my neck for a cravat, and I shouted with delight
whenever 1 succeeded in catching her round the waist.
She did jist as she liked with me.

L?: a)o __play WIth ﬁ#ﬂl:‘f A o wm necd ...... my 10"3? ﬂm
(2 EATEBE T 0 R, (10) —T am to blawe e ML
O, —in me FLoo Gip |2 (L—what......you know ? Hitt v

# | a1 (307)

X E & ol & s & LTEDMRIOREF & 38, Ly
IPALLEVCOD2RLE O ENRIBICEMRLLPI L
R RRHEICHZRU TGO IR o, —
ARELAOTHET MDAt R FhG %
FTORATT oo  NDB e P BT ORATT I

9. (Y1 uF¥IAEZDENDLE, ... JE¢.FrHri—-x12
2T [ERARFCECD &, o] . FR2PR ML 6 M
GMANT. MTZOBOPICREASICBNAE: vl JBe D
HorILTRH! ... UF LARIR LT H L2 2@ ECHSTD
R LERADE BROVULCZ2ELTOHEDE, dtiid e
ZAIRE T A ) LTEE2THRALEL L0 DL T
OBV HADOTHDL EHADIDERMICC o]

10. ARTEALPE~PI, TRAEDRIEMmZTEOT. R
Z2REDTHDL, ARKICREHLLLHPTPL, AFOHDE
HCEO» L. RDN EGDETHEECIKDMERDTT 4D

Db +ERLTH L. RBD FOFF 4 — 2 LB O
e LTHATHIZ, BiE b 5d I EOTodl, kLK
54 LR BEREIR IRC D 6 —RC) = ORI RE T
RARFF 1 —2D V) X 2B HBENDICLT. Ho£B0Td
o LTHEFS kO AME A 1M W LEELS 5 1
WAL, HABEL LoD LTRAT,

(R LE2TOAFTH 597 (11) what could......hec ? fiAT 3.
LMD IIL § o —facing (FLIZ) M2 T i L Co —directly......
=the moment=as soon as. — I had.....cravat V3¢ > R B IZLC

— e —— e — . —




:
!

(208) First Love.

M

XIiX

1. 1 should be in a great difficulty, i. I were forced
to describe exactly what passed within me in the
course of the week after my unsuccessful midnight
expedition. It was a strange feverish time, a sort oi
chaos, in which the most violently opposed feelings,
thoughts, suspicions, hopes, joys, and sufferings, whirled
together in a kind of hurricane. I was afraid to look
into myself, if a boy of sixteen cver can look into
himself ; I was afraid to take stock of anything ;

2 3 simpl§ hastened to live through every day till
evening ; and at night I slept......the light-heartedness
of childhood came to my aid. 1 did not want to

hnow whether I was loved, and 1 did not want to
acknowledge to myself that 1 was not loved ; my
father I avoided—but Zinaida 1 could not avoid...... I
burnt as in a fire in her presence...... but what did I
care to know what the fire was in which I burned
and melted—it was enough that it was sweet to burn
and 'melt. 1 gave myself up to all my passing sensa-
tions, and cheated myself, turning away from memories,
and shutting my eyes ‘to what 1 foreboded before me
...... This weakness would not most likely have lasted
long in any case...... a thunderbolt cut it all short in
HoH it TdbT,
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a moment, and flung me into a new track altogether.
{

3. Coming in one day to dinner from a rather
long walk, T learnt with amazement that I was to dine
alone, that my fither had gone away and my mother
was unwell, did not want any dinner, and had shut
herself up in her bed-room. From the faces of the
footmen, I surmised that something extraordinary had
taken place...... I did not dare to cross-examine them,
but I had a friend in the young waiter Philip, who
was passionately fond of poetry, and a performer on
the quitar. I addressed my<elf to him.

4. From him I lcarned that a terrible scene had
taken place between my father and mother (and every
word had been overheard in the maids’ room ; much
of it had been in French, but Masha the lady’s-maid
had lived five years with a dressmaker from Paris,
and she understood it all); that my mother had
reproached my father with infidelity, with an intimacy
with the young lady next door, that my father at

- first had defended himsclf, but afterwards had lost his

temper, and he too had said something cruel, ‘reflect-
ing on her age,” which had made my mother cry ;
that my mother too had alluded to some loan which
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it scemed had been made to the old princess, and had
spoken very ill of her and of the young lady too, and
that then my father had threatened her.

5. ¢And all the mischief,” continued Philip, ‘ came
from an anonymous letter ; and who wrote it, no one
knows, or else there’d have been no reason whatever
for the matter to have come out at all’

‘But was there really my ground,” I brought out
with difficulty, while my hands and feet went cold,
and a sort of shudder ran through my inmost being.

6. Philip winked meaningly. ‘There was. There's
no hiding those things; for all that your father was
careful this time—but there, you see, he’d, for instance,
to hire a carriage or something......no getting on with-
out servants, either.’

7. 1 dismissed Philip, and fell on to my bed. 1
did not sob, T did not give myself up to despair; I
did not ask myself when and how this had happened ;
I did not wonder how it was I had not guessed it
before, long ago; I did not even upbraid my father
...... What I had learnt was more than 1 could take
in; this sudden revelation stunned me......All was at
an end. All the fair blossoms of my heart were
roughly plucked at once, and lay about me, flung on
the ground, and trampled underfoot.
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1. My mother next day announced her intention
of returning to the town. In the morning my father
had gone into her bedroom, and stayed there a long
while alone with* her. No one had overheard what
he said to her; but my mother wept no more;
she regained her composure, and asked for food, but
did not make her appearance nor change her plans.
I remember I wandered about the whole day, but did
not go into the garden, and never once glanced at
the lodge, and in the evening 1 was the spectator of
an amazing occurrence : my father conducted Count
Malevsky by the arm through the dining-room into
the hall, and, in the presence of a footman, said icily
to him:

2. ‘A few days ago your excellency was shown
the door in our house; and now I am not going
to enter into any kind of explanation with you,
but I have the honour to announce to you that if you
ever visit me again, 1 shall throw you out of window.
I don’t iike your handwriting.’

The count bowed, bit his lips, shrank away, and
vanished.

3. Preparations were beginning for our removal to
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(216) First Love.

town, to Arbaty Street, where we had a house. My
father himself probably no longer cared to remain at
the country house; but clearly he had succeeded in
persuading my mother not to make a public scandal.
Everything was done quictly, without hurry ; my
mother even sent her compliments to the old princess,
and expressed her regret that she was prevented by
indisposition from seeing her again before her departure.

4. 1 wandered about like one possessed, and only
longed for one thing, for it all to be over as soon as
possible. One thought I could not get out of my head :
how could she, a young girl, and a princess too, after
all, bring herself to such a step, knowing that my
father was net a free man, and having an opportunity
of marrying, for instance, Byelovzorov? What did she
hope for? How was it she was not afraid of ruining
her whole future? Yes, I thought, this is love, this is
passion, this is devotion...... and Lushin’s words came
back to me; to sacrifice cnesclf for some people is
sweet. |

5. T chanced somehow to catch sight of something
white in one of the windows of the lodge...... Can it
be Zinaida’s face?’ I thought......yes, it really was
her face. I could not restrain myself. I could not
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part from her without saying a last good-bye to her.
I seized a favourable instant, and went into the lodge.

6. In the drawing-room the old princess met me
with her usual slovenly and careless greetings.

‘How’s this, my good man, your fclks are off in
such a hurry ?* she observed, thrusting snuff into her
nose. I looked at her, and a load was taken off my
heart. The word ‘loan,” dropped by Philip, had been
torturing me. She had no suspicion...... at least 1
thought so then. Zinaida came in from the next room,
pale, and dressed in black, with her hair hanging
loose ; she took me by the hand without a word, and

drew me away with her.

7. ‘1 heard your voice,’ she began, ‘and came
out at once. Is it so easy for you to leave us, bad
boy ?’ ‘

‘1 have come to say good-bye to you, princess,” 1
answered, ‘probably for ever. You have heard,
perhaps, we are going away.’

Zinaida looked intently at me.

8. ‘Yes, 1 have heard. Thanks for comeing. 1
was beginning to think 'T should not see you again.
Don’t remember evil against me. 1 have sometimes
tormented you, but all the same I am not what you

imagine me.’ | |
She turned away, and leaned against the window.

was it O (X that AFf~, (5) —I chanced {H4R......LT:o (6) —

how's this (< § that ZAejfi~,—take off......9* 5 Jg V) 32 5 ,—dropped

L) o (219)
R S SRS .. AR ... SRR SRS, ... . |

NS ERBMASHED1, RATHESRDOF MRS
RitOT. AR ABEAFOL, '

5. MEEM~EL L. 2R RARHAOMC UIEG 22, 48 6
LB TR 2~ .

OB MBQRDOHFIE S LTIARISC BB
LRLZTULPIJE . RABRREEC™ 2RIZRIAALDE
Ol BRREAZRLE ROBHIMO Lot P5 12 R

Cl, 24927002 6Mhi-MRLE] L EATESIRLO

LEHELDTHBEN . RACRMCLEDTOLD S LT
REDDI el L SRR IRERS Bty FHr4—»
SROFED 6 I THRID, ROKIBGY) 2% C. Bk T,
RBeLUURCEBOULTO, HLARBROTROFLEOT,
X Bh 6l Ui,

6. IHARRDLREZMAEDS, HCERELEDX) L. &
TRBOMLTe MORRELNREDD. TAREMDT
LIEOO), HHDEAB S AL

IR AROUETECHHN e ToRDIC80 2 Lizje,
ENTTEZARVAADEHINTTLR) . £ 7R L SR

TEI A RBRHMOA~RLILIERO & LEOTH ]

FrA—ZRBAOBZLOLREDTHT:,

7. (7= 5A2°To&Tb, BLQDHBEEHLATTFTHOTH
OM) 3ko ERLIPUKIIBHIRC Bt mo»Y
TOZLRDE, V) TEOER BRI 202510 L
TFIVELE, HbWARHILI-ZRODEZLIZH0 2

FTURE ZRMLTHREDRRLTEELD ) kL0
HEBAD S

(Nob) kT (8) —don’t remember......me R 3, —all

the sume...... W5 T 0L, —to have......of me #.o> = } g2 Bl
Lam not......that HDP 3 1K TN, (9) —as of old Mo o3




R R e S,

e e R e e — St o .

(220) - First Love,

¢Really, I am not like that. T know you have a
had opinion of me.’ s -

5. ‘S

tYes, yoR'iv.: you.

«1?' I repeated mournfully, and my heart throbbed
as of old under the influence of her overpowering,
indescribable fascination. ‘I? Believe me, Zinaida
Alexandrovna, whatever you did, however you tor-
mented me, I should love and adore you to the end
of my days.’

10. She turned wnth a rapid motion to me, and
flinging wide her arms, embraced my head, and gave
me a warm and passionate kiss. God knows whom
that long farewell kiss was seeking, but 1 eagerly
tasted its sweetness. 1 knew that it would never be
repeated. ¢ Good-bye, good-bye,” 1 kept saying......

She tore herself away, and went out. And I went
away. 1 cannot describe the emotion with which I
went away. I should not wish it ever to come again ;
but I should think myself unfortunate had I never

experienced such an emotlon)

"11. We went back to town. I did not quickly
shake off the past; I did not quickly get to work.
My wound slowly began to heal; but I had no ill-
feeling against my father. On the contrary he had,
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(222) First Love.

as it were, gained in my e€yes..... ‘let psychologists
explain the contradiction as best they can.

One day I was walking along a boulevard, and to

my indescribable delight, 1 came cross Lushin, 1

liked him for his straightforward and unaffected
character, and besides he was dear to me for the sake of
the memories he aroused in me. I rushed up to him.

12. ¢ Aha!l’ he said, knitting his brows, °so it's
you, young man. Let me have a look at you. You're
still as vellow as ever, but yet there’s not the same
nonsense in your eyes. You look like a man, not a
lap-doz. That’s good. Well, what are you doing?
Working ?’

I gave a sigh. I did not like to tell a lie, while I
was ashamed to tell the truth.

13. ¢ Well, never mind,” Lushin went on, ‘ don’t
be shy. The great thing is to lead a normal life, and
wot be the slave of your passions. What do you get
‘f not? Wherever you are carried by the tide—it’s
all a bad look-out; a man must stand on his own

feet, if he can get nothing but a rock to stand on.
Here, I've got a cough ..... and Byelovzorov—have you

heard anything of him?’
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(224) First Love.

14. ‘No. What is it?’

¢ He'’s lost, and no news of him ; they say he’s gone
away to the Caucasus. A lesson to you, young man.
And it’s all from not knowing how to part in time,
to break out of the net. You seem to have got off
very well. Mind you don’t fall into the same snare
again. Good-bye.’ .

‘1 shan't) I thought .....‘I shan’t see her again.’
But I was destined to see Zinaida once more.

LY

XXI

1. My father used every day to ride out on horse-
back. He had a splendid English mare, a chestnut
piebald, with a long slender neck and long le:s, an
inexhaustible and vicious beast. Her name was
Electric. No one could ride her except my father.
One day he came up to me in a good humour, a
frame of mind in which I had not seen him for a long
while ; he was getting ready for his ride, and had
already put on his spurs. I began entreating him to
take me with him.

o  «We'd much better have a game of leapfrog,’
my father replied. ‘You'll never keep up with me on

T R
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your cob.’

‘Yes, T will ; I'll put on spurs too.’

“ All right, come along then,’

We set off. I had a shaggy black hoise, strong,
and fairly spirited. It is true it had to gallop its
utmost, when Electric went at full trot, still I was not
left behind. T have never seen any one ride like my
father ; he had such a fine carelessly easy seat, that
is seemed that the horse under him was conscious of
it, and proud of its rider.

3. We rode through all the boulevards, reached
the ‘ Maidens’ Field,” jumped several fences (at first 1
had been afraid to take a leap, but my father had a
contempt for cowards, and I soon ceased to feel fear),
twice crossed the river Moskva, and 1 was under the
impression that we were on our way home, especially
as my father of his own accord observed that my
horse was tired, when suddenly he turned off away
from me at the Crimean ford, and galloped along
the river-bank.

4. 1 rode after him. When he had reached a
high stack of old timber, he slid quickly off Electric,
told me to dismount, and giving me his horse’s bridle,
told me to wait for him there at the timber-stack,
and, turninzg off into a small strect, disappeared. I

m
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,————-————_

began walking up and down the river-bank, leading
the horses, and scolding Electric, who kept pulling,
shaking her head, snorting and neighing as she went ;
and when I stood still, never failed to paw the ground,
and whining, bite my cob on the neck; in fact she
conducted herself altogether like a spoilt thorough-bred.

5. My father did not come back. A disagreeable
damp mist rose from the river; a fine rain began softly
blowing up, and spotting with tiny dark flecks the
stupid grey timber-stack, which I kept passing and
repassing, and was deadly sick of by now. I was
terribly bored, and still my father did not come. A
sort of sentry-man, a Fin, grey all over like the
timber, and with a huge old-fashioned shako, like a
pot, on his head, and with a halberd (and how ever
came a sentry, if you think of it, on the banks of the
Moskva !) drew near, and turning his wrinkled face,
like an old woman’s, towards me, he observed, ¢ What
are you doing here with the horses, young master ?
Let me hold them.’

6. I mad: him noreply. He asked me for tobacco.
To get rid of him (I was in a fret of impatience, too),
| took a few steps in the direction in which my father
had disappeared, then walked along the little street
to the end, turned the corner, and stood still. In the

street, forty paces from me, at the open window of a
little wooden house, stood my father, his back turned

M
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W
to me ; he was leaning forward over the window-sill,
and in the house, half hidden by a curtain, sat a
woman in a dark dress talking to my father ; this

wol.an was Zinaida.

7. 1 was petrified. This, I confess, I had never

expected. My first impulse was to run away.
‘ My father will look round.” 1 thought, ‘and I am

Jok=...i- ' but a strange feeling—a feeling stronger than
curiosity, stronger than jealousy, stronger even than
fear—held me there. I began to watch; I strained

my ears to listen.

8. It seemed as though my father were insisting
on something. Zinaida would not consent. -I-seem to
see her face now-—mournful, serious, lovely; and with
an inexpressible impress of devotion, grief, love, and
a sort of despair—I can, find no other word for it.
She uttered monosyllables, net raising her eyes, simply
smil.\ng—submissively, but without yielding, By that
smile alone, I should have known my Zinaida of old
days. My father shrugged his shoulders, and straight-
ened h's hat on his head, which was always a sign

of impatience with him...... Then I caught the words:
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‘Vous devez wvous séparer de cette...... ' Zinaida sat up,
and stretched out her arm .... Suddenly, before my
very eyes, the impossible happened.

O, My father suddenly lifted the whip, with which
he had been switching the dust off his coat, and 1
heard a sharp blow on that arm, bare to the elbow.
I could scarcely restrain myself from crying out ; while
Zinaida shuddered, looked without a word at my
father, and slowly raising her arm to her lips, kissed
the streak of red upon it. My father flung away the
whip, and running quickly up the steps, dashed into
the house...... Zinaida turned round, and with out-
stretched arms and downcast head, she too moved
away from the window.

My heart sinking with panic, with a sort of awe-
struck horror, I rushed back, and running down the
lane, almost letting go my hold of Electric, went
back to the bank of the river.

10. I could not think clearly of anything. I knew
that my cold and reserved father was sometimes seized
by fits of fury; and all the same, I could never com-
prehend what I had just seen...... But I felt at the

time that, however long I lived, I could never forget
the gesture, the glance, . the smile, of Zinaida; that

her image, this image so suddenly presented to me,
was imprinted for ever on my memory. 1 stared
vacantly at the river, and never noticed that my
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(234) First Love.

tears were streaming. ‘She is beaten,” I was thinking,
...... ‘beaten......beaten......]

. ‘Hullo! what are you doing? Give me the
mare!’ 1 heard my father’s voice saying behind me.

Mechanically I gave him the bridle. He leaped on
to Electric...... the mare, chill with standing, reared
on her haunches, and leaped ten feet away...... but my
father soon subdued her; he drove the spurs into her
sides, and gave her a blow on the neck with his fist

‘ Ah, I've no whip,” he muttered.

12. T remembered the swish and fall of the whip,
heard so short a time before, and shuddenred.

‘Where did you put it?’ I asked my father, after
a brief pause.

My father made no answer, and galloped on ahead.
I overtook him. I felt that I must see his face.

‘Were you bored waiting for me?’ he muttered
through his teeth,

‘A little. Where did you drop your whip?’ 1I
asked again.

13. My father glanced quickly at me.

‘I didn’t drop it/ he replied; ‘I threw it away.’
He sank into thought, and dropped his head...... and
then, for the first, and almost for the last time, I saw
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—W

how much tenderness and pity his stern features were
capable of expressing.

He galloped on again, and this time I could not
overtake him ; I got home a quarter-of-an-hour after

him.
14, ¢‘That's love,’ I said to myself again, as I sat

at night before my writing-table, on which books and
papers had begun to make their appearance; that’s
passion.’......To think of not revolting, of bearing a
blow fiom any one whatever......even the decarest
hand! But it seems one can, if one loves...... While
1......1 imagined...... ;

15. I had grown much older during the last month ;
and my love, with all its transports and sufferings,
struck me myself as something small and childish and
pitiful beside this other unimagined something, which
I could hardly fully gtasp, and which frightened me
like an unknown, beautiful, but menacing face, which
one strives in vain to make out clearly in the half-
darkness......

16. A strange and fearful dream came to me that
same night. I dreamed I went into a low dark room
...... My father was standing with a whip in his hand,
stamping with anger ; in the corner crouched Zinaida,

of (not revolting......) L AL dJR L AR T, (18) — vovven
transports AIRFK (7L 2, —with all......|2 L 5T, —Dbeside this

¥ o (237)

T.AREREC. LDHOBBECD LOHL, PARCECE
L3t BALt2RRLALILDTHEDEEAR2HDI,

TRGOUKRE LU GEAT, 2RI LBOMC I LB R
A otze BRI AFEBENTE~ROI,

14. THIWBLELLON]E. AR ZTOR. W < A9 6,
HIERCGOHRLP R PD 1 DML O LH 6. RAFIC
521 THh D BELESLOE! ... B~HTFRETHEH
Edh, e FABICBRLOADFETHE ) L4 . ADGIR
(OLNT HEMGHU AL FILEDEEATHHLEEAZ LI
BB ETHE, L@ THE THREED LR
A Bgereese TNISHER ...... L HARFEL2RRCGINTOHI

15. BRZO—AGCHOMIC T2 LFERLPROIP G LEY
Lice XA, —ZORBDICREABCARXICLA
O AEABCELALED ANRAD . DG, B 2%
Pt S L LBET . AAPROIOLMEH>ELTE. MM

L TRAZ EDBARL G KM Z LW %KL
i b BT RBADPHI S A eHM T A —BTHERL
LA ROk AMELBLUTRIIL G, &0
(DT T LS 2T RBED L LD ZRATEI,

16. TOfK FRBABE BAH LB R, AADHLE,
BMOBBRANBADTHS Lo LR T2 OT. MR LT,
OEEL ¥ B A TD1ce —HOMDIRICIE FF 4 — 25 BG™
ATHTH. BT LT, BICHCROEEAD SOk,

...... WD ...k eERThIL, —orsp 8T 20 (16) —dream came o
me =dreamed. (17) —(which) threw......agitation i L { R I«

" AT P e | - Y

‘-“,'m-"‘-aﬂ_f‘— - - -

m— Yy . P T .




{238) First Love.

and not on her arm, but on her forehead, was a stripe
of red...... while behind them both towered Byelovzorov,
covered with blood ; he opened his white lips, and
wrathfully thieatened my father.

17. Two months later, I entered the university ;
and within six months my father died of a stroke in
Petersburg, where he had just movad with my mother
and me. A few days before his death he received a
lettér from Moscow which threw him into a violent
agitation...... He went to my mother to beg some favour
of her : and, I was told, he positively shed tears—he,
my father! On the very morning of the day when
he was stricken down, he had begun a letter to me
in French.

‘ My son,” he wrote to me, fear the love of woman ;

fear that bliss, that poison......
After his death, my mother sent a considerable sum
of money to Moscow.

XX1u

1. Four years passed. I had just left the university,
and did not know exactly what to do with myself, at
what door to knock; I was hanging about for a time
with nothing to do. One fine evening I met Meidanov
at the theatre. He had got married, and had entered
the civil service ; but I found no change in him. He
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(240) First Love. 2
fell into ecstasies in just the same superfluous way,
and just as suddenly grew depressed again.

2. ‘You know,’ he told me among other things,
¢ Madame Dolsky’s here.’

¢ What Madame Dolsky ?’

«Can you have forgotten her >—the young Princess
Zasyekin whom’ we were all in love with, and you
too. Do you remember at the country-house near
Neskutchny gardens ?’

3. ‘She married a Dolsky ?’

‘Yes.’

¢ And is she here, in the theatre ?’

¢ No: but she’s in Petersburg. She came here a
few days ago. She’s going abroad.’

‘ What sort of fellow is her husband ?’ I asked.

4. ‘A splendid fellow, with property. He's a
colleague of mine in Moscow. You can well under-
stand—after the scandal...... you must know all about
- e ' (Meidanov smiled significantly) ‘it was no easy
task for her to make a good marriage ; there were
consequences...... but with her cleverness, everything is
possible. Go dnd see her ; she'll be delighted to see
you. She's prettier than ever.’

M
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5. Meidanov gave me Zinaida's address. She was
staying at the Hotel Demut. Old memories were astir
within me......I determined next day to go to see my
former ‘flame.” But some busines; happened to turn
up; a week passed, and then another, and when at
last I went to the Hotel Demut and asked for Madame
Dolsky, I learnt that four days before, she had died,
¥1lmost suddenly, in childbirth. -

6. 1 felt a sort of stab at my heart. The thought
that I might have seen her, and had not seen her,
and should never see her—that bitter thought stung
me with all the force of overwhelming reproach. ¢ She
is dead.’ I repcated, staring stupidly at the hall-
porter. I slowly made my way back to the street,
and walked on without knowing myself where 1 was
going. All the past swam up and rose at once before
me.  So this was the solution, this was the goal to
which that young, ardent, brilliant life had striven, all
haste and agitation ! I mused on this; 1 fancied those
dear features, those eyes, those curls—in the narrow
box, in the damp underground darkness—Ilying here,
not far from me—while: I was still alive, and, maybe,
a few paces from my father... I thought all this; I
strained my imagination, and yet all the while the lines:
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(244) First Love.
e ———————————————
‘ From lips indifferent of her death T heard,
Indifferently I listened to it, too,’

were echoing in my heart.
7. O youth, youth! little dost thou care for any-
thing ; thou art master, as it were, of all the treasures

of the universe—even sorrow gives thee pleasure, even

orief thou canst turn to thy profit ; thou art self-confident
and insolent; thou sayest, ‘I alone am living — look
you ! "—but thy days fly by all the while, and vanish
without trace or reckoning ; and everything in thee
vanishes, like wax in the sun, like snow...... And,
perhaps, the whole secret of thy charm lies, not in
being able to do anything, but in being able to think
thou wilt do anything ; lies just in thy throwing to the
winds, forces which thou couldst not make other use
of ; in each of us gravely regarding himself as a
prodigal, gravely supposing that he is justified in say-
ing, ‘*Oh, what might I not have done if I had not
wasted my time!’

8. I, now..,... what did I hope for, what did I
expect, what rich future did I foresee, when the
phantom of my first love, rising up for an instant,
barely called forth one sign, one mournful sentiment ?

And what has come to pass of all I hoped for?
And now, when the shades of evening begin to steal
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(246) First Love.

over my life, what have I left fresher, more precious,
than the memories of - the storm—so soon over—of
carly morning, of spring ?

O. But I do myself injustice. Even then, in those
light-hearted young days, I was not deaf to the voice
of sorrow, when it called upon me, to the solemn
strains floating to me from beyond the tomb. 1
remember, a few days after I heard of Zinaida’s death,
I was present, through a peculiar, irresistible impulse,
at the death of a poor old woman who lived in the
same house us we. Covered with rags, lying on hard

boards, with a sack under her head, she died hardly
and painfully.

10. Her whole life had been passed in the bitter

struggle with daily want ; she had known no joy, had
not tasted the honey of happiness. Oae would have
thought, surely she would rejoice at death, at her
deliverance, her rest. DBut yet, as long as her decrepit
body held out, as long as her breast still heaved in
agony under the icy hand weighing upon it, until her
last forces left her, the old woman crossed herself, and
kept whispering, ‘Lord, forgive my sins’; and only
with the last spark of consciousness, vanished from her
eyes the look of fear, of horror of the end. And I
remember that then, by the death-bed of that poor
o'd woman, 1 felt aghast for Zinaida, and longed to

pray for her, for my father—and for myself.
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(2) Prose Poems

Prose Poems

1

< v, (1878)
% f’(? “The Country

1. The last day of July; for a thousand wversts
around, Russia, our native land.

2. An unbroken blue flooding the whole sky ;
single cloudlet upon it, half floating, half fading away.

Windlessness, warmth......air like new milk.

‘g Larks are trilling; pouter-pigeons cooing ; noise-
lessly the swallows dart to and fro; horses arg”neighin |
and munching ; the dogs do not bark and stand pe eably
wagging their tails.

4. A smell of smoke and of hay, and a little of
tar, too, and a little of hides. The hemp, now in full
bloom, sheds its heavy, pleasant fragrance.

5 A deep but sIOpmg ravine. Along its sides
willows in rows, with big heads abovc@ cleft below.
Through the ravine runs a brook ; the tiny pcbbles at
its bottom are all a-quiver through its clear eddies. . In
the distance, on the border-line between earth and

heaven, the bluish streak of a great river.
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